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PREFACE. 


NDIA, at the present day, is a subject so closely inter¬ 
esting to this country, that the title of this work is, in 
' itself, almost sufficient to introduce it, and ensure its 
welcome. 

M. Rousselet, the accomplished French author, has done 
good service to our own countrymen and women. Although 
nearly every family sends out a relation or friend to spend some of the best 
years of life in that vast region, still it cannot be said that any consider¬ 
able knowledge of those lands is at all widely diffused. Few European 
travellers have sufficient leisure'fBr prolonged investigation; the oppor¬ 
tunities of official residents afe usually greatly curtailed by the pressure 
of business, and a great deal of Indian travel is for the most part 
performed as quickly as possible at the call of duty. 

The French author has presented to the reader the connected result 
of a six years’ study of the architectural monuments, religious beliefs 
and symbols dating back to the earliest history, works of JU’t, .systems of 
civilisation, and progress, in an easy style calculated to fix the attention 
of the lightest as well as of the more serious reader. The circumstance 
of the traveller having but very slight national connection with the 
country explored, is of itself an advantage, as he brings a fresh mind 
and independent ideas to bear upon his subject, free from any pre-con- 
ceived bias or prejudice. He describes his impressions exactly as he 
experienced them, and one cannot wonder that his prevailing sentimen^ 
was one of enthusiastic admiration of what he saw. A. 

The title of the work indicates the chief object of the author. He 
was comparatively indifferent to the India of railways, hotels, and tele¬ 
graphs. He was bent on visiting the courts and countries ruled 1^ 
native princes, great and small, of all ranks and all creeds, and to see 
for himself what are the modes of life and conditions of civilisation 
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among the stately chieftains of native India. With this view he visited 
the kingdoms of the principal Mahratta and Mahometan sovereigns— 
Scindia, Holkar, the Guicowar, the late Queen of Bhopal, and of the 
Nizam, and has graphically recorded his experiences, while some of his 
most vivid descriptions are devoted to the romantic history and achieve¬ 
ments of the ancestors of the Rajahs of Central India. He makes his 
reader acquainted with the heroic traditions as well as the daily lives of 
the representatives of those ancient Rajpoot houses at the present day. 

Those who arc already familiar^with the subjects of this work will 
find pleasure in recalling to memory the scenes and objects so well 
described, while the reader who has no personal acquaintance with a 
country as yet scarcely touched by railways or even mettdled roads, may, 
by the aid of a multitude of excellent illustrations, accompany the lively 
French traveller in imagination on his Indian journey. The engravings 
speak for themselves, and will probably give a better idea of what there 
is to see in the Native States of India than has ever been given before. 
I’he descriptions of court life and scenes at Baroda will have special 
interest at the present time : these will probably, in their reality, never 
be seen again. 

This work deals with many subjects, many people of totally different 
creeds and habits, as well as with the condition of the country past and 
present; but there is not a word in it that could offend, and it is recom¬ 
mended with confidence to the Indian as well as the English reader. 
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INDIA AND ITS NATIVE PRINCES 


CHAPTEU I, 

BOMBAY., 

The Overland Route.—Aden.—Arrival at Bombay.—'t'he Royal Hotel.—The Bomljay Archipelago. 
—The Fort.—The Pamee Bazimr.—Coluba.—The BlaSjk Town.—The Jummah Muajid.—The 
Bazuara.—^The Ho.^pilal for Animals,—The City of the Dead.—The Tomb of JacquemonU— 
Malabar Hill.—Walkeshwar.—Tlie Tower of Silence.—Bycullah.—Mazagou.—The Cobra.— 
The Flying Fox. 

i 

N the 20th of June 1864 I embarked at Marseilles 011 board the 
Veclis, an English steamer bound for the East llm voyage 
through the Mediterranean was as charming and agreeable as it 
usually is at that season of the year. For six days the sky 
was blue and cloudless, the sea cahn, and scarcely ruffled by a 
gentle breeze, and .the nights delightfully fresh. Tlie constant 
view of the shores of Corsica, Sardinia, or Sicily, and our putting in for six 
hours at the picturc.s(|ue island of Malta, relieved our passage of the monotony 

so commonly incident to a sea voyage. The passage of the isthmus of Suez 

took us two days, including the thirty-six hours which we were allowed to sjMjnd 
at (.’airo. 1 took the opportunity of hiistUy inspecting the wonders of this 

famous town, and making a short excursion to the Pyramids. On the 28 th of 

June wo embarked, at Suez, in the Malta, a magnificent ves.sel of 2500 tons. 
We found on Iward all the luxury and annfort necessary to enable us to endure 
the fatigues of the iiassage of the Red Sea. But for four days we had to suffer 
grievoudy from the oppressive and suffocating heat, which is almost periMjtual on 
that sea. The hot season wiis at its height; and I really do not know what we 
should have done without the ictb of which we had a supply, and which was 
liberally dealt out to us. A few charred rocks, liillocbs of wliite sand, and lofty 
blue mounteims in the distance, are the only objects of interest that occur on the 
voyage. Tlic sea, by way of most marked contrast to the nmne it bears, is 
intensely blue, and disturbed by a slight swell, while immcjise shoals of flying-fish 
glitter on the crests of the waves. Passing Bab-cl-Mandeb, we entered, the port 
of Aden to take in coal. Our stay there was too short to allow me to say 
anything of this interesting town; and the little that I did see, on disembarking, 
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for a few liiinutes, induced me to resolve to make a lou"or stay on my return. 
The appearance of tlie peninsula on which it is situated is very iinjwsing from 
the harbour. Volcanic rocks of sombre hue form a high pyramid, crowned witli 
fantastic jxjaks, and slm}»ed in the most extraordinary manner. At the mouth of 
the Oidf of Aden, which lies between Africa and Arabia, and the (intramjo to 
wliich is commanded by tins group called the Socotra Islands, we fell in with the 
south-west momsoon, blowing with tlie utmost violence. Tlie sea was I'aging. For 
six days we were ke])t ]>ri.soners in tlie great .saloons of the packet. The waves 
swejit over tlie deck, mid consjiired with torrents of rain to deny us access to it. 
Happily we consoled ourselves by the reflection tliat the wind was in our favour, 
ami was urging us tliejnore rajiidly towards tlie end of our voyage. The society 
(pii board was agreeable, and our days passed veiy pleasantly. The piano, various 
games, and an attempt at a liall, made us forget the tenijiest. On the morning of 
the 8tli of duly, the coa.st of India was sign,ailed; and, in spite of the bad weather, 
all the passengers rushed on deck to see the land so gre.atl.y longed for. To our 
great disapjiointment, the sky grew darker and ilai ker; the cai)tain made us again 
keep the ofliiig; and the ve.ssel incrciased its distance from the shore. Then 
the .storm burst forth. For several hours we were fearfully to.s.sed about. The 
partitions of the cabins groaned in an ominous manner, and tlie .screw, fre(|ucntly' 
lifted (|uite out of tbe water, caused the whole frame of the ve.ssel to vibrate. The 

jiroxiniity of the reefs, which were known to be hard by, rendered our inisition 

un]ileasant, but the captain dis|ilaycd the greate.st coolness. In about two hours 
the, wind abated, and the weather cleared a lilt.le. One of tlie Ifoinbay pilot-boats, 
which are always on the look-out in these jiarts, hail perceived u.s, and had come 
out to .sea. It overtook us, and guided us to the entrance of the harbour. The 
s]iectacle which this little ves.sol pre.sented, in the midst of a sea .still turbulent, 
and beside the imposing bulk of our .ship, was truly a.stonishing. It bounded to 
the summit of the waves, or half disaiipeared between their foaming ridge.s. On 

all .sides the waves broke with fury upon the rock.s, which were on a level with 

the waters, and marked the dangers which our cxjierienced guide enabled us to 
avoid. A few more turns of the screw, mid the sea liccame calmer. We passed 
a loiely b,ay, bordered by cocoa-nut trees, amid which ajipeared the facades of 
magnificent houses, and, doubling a long, level promontory, covei'eil with warehouses, 
we entered the h.arliour of Bomliay. 

This harbour, one of the tine.st in the world, jircsenled itself to me, for the 
first time, under an exceedingly melancholy asjieet. The sky was dull; the rain 
poured in torrents ; and the ships and the shore, concealed by the mist, displayed a 
.scene so little attractive that 1 postpone a description of it to aluoment when more 
]iropitiou.s weather may enable me to ayijirem'ate all its beauties. Whatever 
enthusiasm 1 might have indulged in, on reaching a destin.ation so greatly longed 
after, ! think it would have been a difhcult matter forme then to admire anything. 
I left the steamer, and took my jila.ee in a boat rowed by half-a-dozen natives, almost 
comjilctely naked, who landed me, in a few minutes, on a handsome stone jetty. 
I could not jierceivc either carriage or shelter in the neighbourhood, and I could 
only distinguish confusedly the first hou.ses of Bombay' in the distance. A coolie 
came and offei'ed to can y my box, and to show me to an hotel; and 1 followed 
him without a word, .sjilashing sadly through jaools of mud. Wo passed a fortified 
gate, which was in a broken-down condition, and entered streets narrow, dark, and 
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horribly filtliy; in one of which wfis the lloyal Hotel, which had been 
recommended to mo on Ixianl the jiacket as the best. 

This hotel was kept by Tarseos, or lire-worship]K)rs, and.it appeared to me at 
the \Wy first sif^ht but a wretched inn. The dark corridors crossed each other 
in every tlirection; and the bedrooms, separated from each other by partitions 
of whitewashed cloth, had no otiter furniture than a l»ed surmounted l)y a mos¬ 
quito curtain, a table, and a chair. However, it was at this time the best of the 
kind in Bombay. I fouinl at the table d’hote the greater part of my fellow- 
travellers. 


I have often heard it said that the first iniprussioii of a country is always the 
best; but certainly, if tlie proverb could have been true in this case, I slundd 
have had nothing better to 


do than to return foithwith to 
l'hiro]ie, for 1 have raix'ly, in 
the whole course of my life, 
experienced sucli a feeling of 
sadness and disajipointimait 
as on that day. 

After dinner, 1 was ao 
co.sted by a personage full 
of .importance, and carefully 
attired, whom I took at first 
for .some rich gentleman of 
th(! country. He made me 
mo.st energetic salaams, and 
]»la.ced in my hands a bundle 
of iiapiU's. 'i'lu! first informed 
me that I had to deal with 
one of the lionestest men in 
tla^ world, who, after having 
failld'ully .serveil numerous 
ma.sters, and having always 
left them on account of ill¬ 
ness, came to-day to solicit 
the honour of lx.!ing my 
servant. One of my travel¬ 
ling companions explained to 
me that these certifii.-ales of 



honesty are fabricated in the 
ba.ziuirs for a moderate sum ; 


r.M'SKK HOTKI.-KKKl’KH. 


lint as one could not dispen.se 

here with a servant, even while living in the hotel, he recommended mo to take 
this man, who seemed suitalile and of good appearance, two qualities which were 
very essential. 1 therefore engaged his services for the sum of fifteen rupees a 
month. Notwithstanding the exorbitant charges at the hotels, attendance is 
]irocured entirely from without, and is never supplied by the hotel-keeper, if 
you oven wi.sh to dine at the table d'hote, you must have with you your own 
.servant. The custom is canied so far that people always take with them their own 
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servants, wLen they go to dine at the table of a friend; and, in cs^e they felget 
this ceremony, they run a risk of getting notliing to eat, seeing tliat each servant 
attends only on his Qwn master. 

Next morning I was awoke by heai-ing some one talking close to me,’when 
I saw my new servant, Lutclunan, opening my luggage, and arranging my things 
as if he had attended on me for a long time. He was carrying on an animated 
converaation with a stout man, who seemed to be of a cheerful disposition, and 
was dressed entirely in white, his head covered with a turban of glazed calico; 
and in him I recognised my Parsee host I asked him in a melandioly manner 
what news there was of tlie weather ; and he replied with great coolness that the 
rain had only commenced some day^ ago, and would undoubtedly last for three 
months to coma Seeing that I appeared puzzled, be very respectfully gave me 
the following explanation. Nature under the tropics has not distributed the 
seasons in the manner wliich is so familiar to us, but has divided the year into a 
dry season and a rainy season. For eight months the sky is clear and cloudless, 
and the sun shines without hindrance ; but, on the other hand, it rains, at inter¬ 
vals, from the 15th of June to the 15th of October. During this time, the niiu 
sometimes falls in such toirents that the country is covered with water ; the roads 
disiippear or become impassable; and it is then imjiossible to travel even sliort 
distances. I was not unaware, wiien I set out on my travels, that I should 
find myself in India during the lioight of this season; but I had imagined tliese 
accounts to be greatly exaggerated. Those, therefore, wlio come to these countries 
as tourists, ought always to arrange so as to arrive hi October, if they do not wish 
to have the prospect of a lengthened stay in a town like Bombay. This prospect 
appeared to me, for my part, so little pleasant that scarcely had I amved when I 
made every effort to commence forthwith my explorations; and it was only after 
l)eing convinced by several persons of the hnpossibility of procuring in tins season 
the necessary means of transport, that 1 entirely abandoned my project 

In spite of the had weather, I went out immediately to make my calls, taking 
for this purpose a palanquin. This vehicle, so often dc8cril»ed, consists, at Bom¬ 
bay, of a long wooden box suspended between two long poles. The interior is 
supplied with cushions, on which the traveller reclines at full length. On each 
side is an opening, which may he closed with a slide, and at the end a small 
table, capable of being drawn out, and which tears a lamp. The bearers, to the 
number of four or sLx, place the poles on their shoulders, and easily raise the 
whole machine, which they carry at a gentle trot; they move quickly, and 
maintain tins pace for several hours. The greater part of the letters of which 
I was the hearer being addressed to merchants, I found them all at their count¬ 
ing-houses ; and I discovered that what 1 had been led to consider the town of 
Bombay was in reality the Fort, wliich, however, contained only warehouses and 
commercial establisliments, and the ramparts of which were in course of demoli¬ 
tion ; the European quarters and tlie Indian town being at a considerable distance 
up the island. One of these gentlemen advised me to leave my hotel and instal 
myself in the quarter of Mazagon, where 1 should find more convenient apari- 
meuts, and should at tlie same time be aide more'easily to go about in society- 
"I followed his advice, and some days after my arrival I had found a comforiahle 
and picturesque cottage, half hidden by trees, where I proceeded to utillae the 
rainy season by spending it in tiie study of the languages of Indifc 



THE BOMBAY ARCHIPELAGO, 5 

'Da lodging at the map, it will be seen that the island of Bombay forms part 
of ant'Important group of islands, which, placetl in front of tlie estuary of a river, 
appear to fornj a kind qf delta. Tliese, hollowed in figure, and in close proximity 
to one an<>ther, imprison an arm of the sea along the mainland, and thus make a 
superb bay, of which Bombay commands the entrance. 

This situation has always appmred so favourable for commerce that from the 
most remote antiquity these islands containal important towns and ports, where 
tmfflc was carried on in the 
pnxiuots of Hindostan and the 
Deccan. The immense sub¬ 
terranean chambers found in 
Kcnhari and Elephanta, which 
mnk among the grandest re¬ 
mains of luicient India, prove 
to us the inqx)rtance and the 
wealth of these towns. We 
can, nioieover, rticognisc, in this 
group of ishuida, the archijrelago 
of Heptanesia, of which the 
geographer Arrian sjienks. 

The island of Salsette, the 
largest of all, was that which 
attracted at once the attention 
of the Portuguese colonists; 
and it was not until a long 
time after fortifying Bassein 
and Tonnah that they thought 
of building the fort of Bombay. 

Etymologists have wrongly de¬ 
rived tliis name from the Por¬ 
tuguese Buon Bahia, or “good 
bay,” not knowing that the 
tutelar goddess of this isltmd 
has been, from remote antiquity, 

Bomba, or Mamba Devi, and 
that she still, in our days, pos¬ 
sesses a templa Bombay fell 
into the hands of the English 
in 1661 , through the marriage 
of King Charles IL with the Infanta Catherine of Portugal, who brought it 
io him as a dowry. The importancjo which it possesses at this day was long 
disputed by Surat and Goa, and it was only at the end of the last , century that 
t was able completely to cnish its rivals. It cannot be considered a city, in the 
uU acceptation of the term; it is rather a conglomeration of vaat districts, sittt- 
tod a short distance from each other, on an island whldh gives them a geneafic 
lame. Each of these districts or towns has a different population, smd dydh ah* 
ppearanoe and a nature peeftKar to itself. , ^ - ” 

- The Fort, or Kilah, the most ancient part of the colony,' is 5^ace4 <m tet side 
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of the island which faces the port Here are the docks, the immense Warehouses, 
and the celebrated cotton-presses, around which are raised mountains of the 
famous fibre, waiting their turn to be transfonned into bales and thrown upon 
the markets of Europe and China. In the centre of the town, and around an 
immense square, are all the great coimuercial houses, the banks, the ToWn-HaU, 
and the Mint The Fort comprises, in one word, all that represents the enormous 
wealth that Bombay owes to its exceptional position. It is esseutiMly an indus¬ 
trial town, but neither European nor native lives there. Go to the Fort at seven 
o’clock in the morning, and traverse those long, dark, narrow streets, and you will 
find them "almost deserted, except by the policemen on duty. But about ten 
o’clock the scene undergoes a rapid change. At the extremity of the vast 
esplanade that surrounds it on three sides, appears an army of carriages, con¬ 
veying masters, employds, merchants, and purchasers. All direct their course 
to the Fort; the streets fill, and in a few minutes the silence gives place to the 
noise and tumult of a great, busy town. At four o’clock a fresh change is seen. 
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'Tlie population abandons the Fort with more precipitation than they used in 
entering it; the carnages are filled; horsemen ride away; and files of natives, 
anned with umbrellas, and clad in white, pass along the esplanade. Half an hour 
later the streets are again given up to the rats and the policemen. 

One of the most interesting parts of this town is the Parsees’ Bazaar, an 
extensive district which ha# a resident population, and lies between the Bombay 
Green and Fort George, to the north of the Kilah. Tins quarter is almost entirely 
inhabited by Parsees and Bhorahs, two eminently mercantile races, of whom I 
will speak hereafter, and who, with their commercial instincts, have preferrotl to 
sacrifice the pleasures and comforts of o^er parts of the island to the advantage 
of residing at tljc place of their business. This bazaar, a long and winding street, 
is composed of lofty aihi beautiful Indian houses, with large wooden becomes, 
painted in lively ailours, and numerous windows with carved lintels. The ground- 
floors arc occupied by gloomy stalls, in which commercial business is transacted 
to a large extent. ' 
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the,south of tlie Fort extends the long and narrow promontory of Colaba, 
the es6|»»ms point of the island, separating the port from the Back Bay, a species 
of ffd^ hay fonned hy ' the hollowing of the coast. The enterimsing spirit of tlie 
Bornlmy pec^le was dwelling at that time on nothing less tlian the reclamation 
of tliis large tract from the sea, in order to eonstnict there a town which could 
be developed more easily tlian upon the narrow shores and r(x;ks previously 
oceujaed. For this purpose a gigantic embankment, nomly two miles and a 
half in length, was to connect the point of Colaba with that of the opix)site 
promontory, the ajmce enclosed within these works being filled up by the dtibris 
of a neighlwuring hill. With this object a company had been formed under the 
name of “The Back Bay Reclamation Comimny,” and the works were on the 
point of being commenced at the time of my arrival. I will mention later on 
what, was the issue of this great project. Colaba is occupied as one of the 
European quarters, and is intersected by beautiful roads, alongside of whicli 
pretty gardens are laid out, surroundhig tlie bungalows or houses of the rich 
merchants. Placed between two bays, it possesses one of the healthiest climates 
in the island. The name “ bungalow ” is generally given throughout India to 
the houses of Europeans, which are constructed in a stylo suited to a tropical 
climate. The nnuns, built on a raised terrace of brickwork, are dry, and free 
from the evil influence of deleterious miasmata produced by the abundant 
vegetation; the roof, of very tliick thatch, ensures coolness, and large verandahs 
on all sides protect the walls from the heat of the sun. In spite of its great 
advantages, Uie bungalow has so provisional an appearance that very many people 
prefer large and handsome houses of stone in the European style. On the 
extreme joint of tlie promontory are placed the Barracks of the English army; 
buildings so carefully adajited to the exigencies of the climate, and to the welfare 
of the troops, that they merit examination by every one who takes an interest in 
tins important question. Thei’c also is the lighthouse, which commands the 
entrance of the jxirt. 

Returning to the Fort, we have to traverse, throughout its entire length, the 
Maidan or Esjilanade, in order to reach the Indian town, called by the Europeans 
Black Town. On entering its huge bazaars for the first time, one is immediately 
deafened by the din that jirevails, and half suffocated by tlie smells that impregnate 
the atmosphere. A heavy perfume of “ ghee ” and grease^ which is exhaled fi-om 
numerous shops belonging to the poorer class of confectioners, turns the stomachs 
of all who, for the first time, exjierience it. In spite of this source of discomfort, 
the visitor cannot helj) admiring those famous bazeiars. A world of peoples and 
races, of perfectly distinct types and costumes, are crowded together in the streets 
of this capital, which supplies the products of Eurojie to two-thirds of India. It 
is the port of arrival for all who come from Persia, from Arabia, from Affghanistan, 
and the coast of Africa; and from it the pilgrims from Hindostan, boiind to Mecca, 
Karb^a, or Nujiff, take their departure. Beside the indigenous races which stil l 
preset such varieties, we see tlie Persian, with his liigh cap of Astrakan; the Arab, 
in his Biblical costume; the Tomali negro, with fine intelligent features; the 
Chinese, the Burmese, and the Malay. Tliis diversity gives to the crowd a 
peculiar stamp, which no other town in the world can present The corj^ent 
Buniahs of Kutdh or Goojerat, with their pyramids of muslin on tl^ heads, raise, 
their Voices in rivalry with the natives of Cabul or Scinde; the Hindoo fakir. 
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naked and hideously painted, elbows tlie Portuguese priest in his sable robe. Tlie 
Tower of Babel could not have assembled at its foundation a more complete 
collection of the humiui race. Palanquins, native carriages, sunnOunted by dom^rai 
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of red cloth, beneath which dusky beauties conceal themselves, pass by, drawn by 
•beautiful oxen from Surat, os well as handsome open carriages from Paris or 
London. The street is bordered by small •booths, the flooring of which, ndsed 
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feet ftbove the roadway, serves for counter and stall; the most diverse 
branidies of industry are there displayed side by side: but those which call for 
jMir^isttlar notice are the stores of inanuffwtures in sandal-.wood, ebony, furniture, 
and works of art in copper. Every one knows those charming little boxes 
of sandal-wood, covered with delictite and spirited carvings, or inlaid work 
arranged in brilliant facets. In the dark and small shops, along the great 
bazaar, numberless half-naked artisans execute tliese little masterpieces. Tlie 
workroom is of the most primitive description. Squatting on the ground, each 
artificer holds with his bare feet a plank of the odorous wood, which he carves 
with a small graving tool As to the furniture, it is covered with such delicate 
araliesque, such grotesque monsters, or such graceful foliage, that, notwithstanding 
their stiffness of shape, it is difficult to resist the temptation of making a purcliase. 
The houses which skirt the bazaars are generally laid out in several storeys, and 
constructed of wood and bricks. Their fronts, adorned with verandahs, the pillars 
of which are delicately carved and painted in lively colours, afford a iseculiarity 
of appearance altogether unknown in exclusively Mussulman countries. All the 
streets that traverse this immensfe town are very large; the Bhendi Bazaar, 
amongst others, is one of the finest Here are the famous Arab stables, from 
which come all the magnificent and costly horses used in the island, and which, 
for the sportsman, fonn one of the most intei'esting places of resort Here are to be 
found tlie finest kinds of horses in the East Most of them come from the provinces 
Iwrdering on the Persian Gulf, that of Kattywar and that of Cabul; bjat the mo.st 
excellent are those of Hjowfet and Nedjed, of the purest Arab race. Unfortunately 
their value is considerable, the prices ranging from ^120 to .^^240 or ^250 for 
those of the best class, and from ;^40 downwards for the inferior sort. 

These stables attract the attention of all the horse-riding people of this part of 
the world, and the coffee-houses facing them present therefpro a very singular 
appearance. All day long we may see there Arabs, negroes. Bedouins, squatting 
on couches of rope drawn up alongside the shops, and quaffing aromatic drinks, or 
smoking the long hiMle-hthble ; the Persians, in their long caps, assemble in the 
shops devoted to ineethaee, where they consume enomous balls, composed of flour, 
sugar, and milk; and at the corners of streets the natives of Cabul, in their long 
and disgustingly dirty linen smocks and blue turbans, regale themselves frugally 
on dried dates. Continuing our excursion across the Black Town, we reach the 
China Bazmtr, which is always encumbered by a dense crowd. It extends along 
that part of the port reserved for native vessels. The quays are covered with all 
the rich products of Asia—buffalo-horns, tortoise-sheUs, elephant-tusks, Iwgs of 
spices, coffee, pepper, &c. Coolies of great strength pass through the crowd, 
bearing on each end of long bamboos bales of mercliandise; and Parsees take not(5 
of the arrivals, or discuss prices. Everything, in fact, presents this mixture of 
types, wliich is universal at Bombay, and always surprising to strangers. 

At a little distance from this Imzaar is the Jummah Musjid, or great cathedral, 
mosqufe From the outside it is by no means a noteworthy building, although neat 
and regular in its construction; but the interior, with its long arcades and 
numerous columns, cannot but astonish the newly an-iVed traveller. I visited the 
mosque one Friday, at the time of the reading of the Koran. The dootkeepef 
stopped me, and reciuested me to take off my shoes. This formality complied with, 
I entered the groat hall, and, placing myself against onb of the pillars, I remained 
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some time watching the religious service. An old Moollah, with a white Iward, 
standing on a marble platform, expounded a passage of the Mahometan scriptures; 
the faithful, squatting on their licels, their faces turned towards the preacher. 
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lisfcned with eagerness. The discourse finished, the Moollah came out from 
alnongst the rows of kneeling worshipped, and pronounced the invocation. 
Tliere are numerous Hindoo temples in this city, but only the small ones are 
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ncoesaible. Two of the lai^est arc at Pauloneli; their fronts only dillering from 
those of the neighlmnring houses hy a greater supply of red and green jmint on tlie 
walls and verandahs. Ihit a spot- wliich no one slujuld neglt^ct to vi.sit at Bombay 
is th*e Jain hospital for animals, th(i largest and tiiujst in India. The Jains, who, 
more than any other sect, profess for animal life an unbounded regard, believe that 
not only should man do no hann to creatures of all kinds, but that he is Viound to 
protect their lives and alleviate their ills. Iniluenced by this idea, the pious Jain, 
who meets on the road a wounded animal, stops to take care of it, or receives it 
into his house. In order to promote the general charity, the rich members of this 
sect have establislied hospitals where all sick or deformed animals are received, 
taken care of until they are cured, or kept alive in case of permanent infirmities. 

This hospital is situated in the centre of the most densely peopled quarter of 
the Black Town, and all visitors are freely allowed to enter it. You go, in the 
limt place, into a large court, surrounded by slieds, in the midst of whicli are kept 
a mnnlier of oxen. 'J'here is nothing more curious than this assembly of sick 
quadrupeds. Some have bandages over their eyes; others, lame or in a ludjJess 
condition, are comfortably stretched on clean straw'. Their attendants rub tlnun 
down, and bring the blind and paralysscd their food, b'rom this court we pass int(j 
another, of less extent, containing <logs and cats in the sanus pitiable condition. 
This is so utterly repugnant to (me’s feelings to behold, that I ventured to tell my 
guide it would be a greater charity to put an immediate end to their sufferings; 
to wliich he replied by asking whether we treated our iiivalids in that way. A 
little farther on is an enclosure reserved for bipeds. Aged crows sjiend their lives 
peaceably in this paradise of the bnite creation, in company with bald vultures 
and buzzards that have lost their plumage. At the other end of the court, ii 
heron, proud of his w’oodeu leg, strutted about in the midst of blind ducks and 
lame fowls. 

All the domc.stic aninnds, and all those tliat dwell in the vicinity of mankind, 
have here their rei>re.sentatives. Ihits are seen liere in great numbers, and display 
remaikable tameness; mice, sparrows, peacocks, and jackals have their asylum in 
this Jain hosiiital. 

However ridiculous this institution may seem, it is neverthele,ss an example of 
the kindness and humanity of these people, whose cluirity would not allow on)' 
being, creatal by the Almighty, to suffer; and wo can forgive what appears to us 
an absurdity, to those men who can boast that they have covered India with their 
dhanmsdlas for poor travellers, and have enriched the ho,s])itjds by their princely 
donations. Tire Jain sect is not, however, the only one that has contributed to 
these works of beneficence; it is the whole caste of merchants, of whom a certain 
portion still follows the religion of Vishnu. 

In order to complete the round of the objects cf interest in the Black Town, it 
only remains to visit the district of Girgaum, the Bnala Street of Bombay; and 
the Cities of the Dead, which are in the neighbourhood. Girgaum is a va,st wcxid 
of cocoa-nut trees, which extends from the bazaars to Chowpatti, at the head of 
Back Bay. In the midst of this picturesque forest are innumemble huts, half 
concealed by a rich tropical vegetation, in which reside ftayailcrcs of every nation, 
and of all colours,—the demi-monde of this immense capital. As the uigfit 
draws on, the depths of the wood become lighted up; on all sides resound the 
tom-tom, the guitar, and the voice of song; and the illumined windows are 
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filled with women in dazzling costumes. One would say that a great f^te 
was in preparation. The uninitiated stranger sf«|)s, hesitates, asks himself 
whether it is for him, that these garlands of flowers have teen suspended, these 
coloured lam2)s hung out. Ihit soon it would seem as if all the nations in the 
world had arranged a meeting in this wood of Cythera. The refreshment-rooms in 
the taverns are thronged by Euroinsans, Malays, Arabs, and Chinese. Far into the 
night will tlie songs resound, and the lamijs shed their light; then, when the 
morning is come, all will return to gloom, and the worthy English merchant, 
driving jMist in his shigram, or office carriage, may wonder who can be the 
inliabitants of this sombre grove. 

But behind this screen of i)alms what a change of .scene may te witnessed! 
It is there, on the damp seashore, that past geneiutions are rejxjsing—the 
Mussulman, under his stone beside the poor European, who, blighted in his hopes, 
lias never been iiermitted again to see his native land. 

Numerous are the tombs of our countrymen, who sleep beneath the shade of 
these jialm-trees, their names effaced by the parasitic plants, just as is all 
remembrance of them in the land to which tliey have been conveyed. Death 
comes so cpiickly in India that every one thinks only of himself, and forgets tho.se 
who are no more. The crosses are thrown down, the stones broken; such is the 
aspect of these scenes of desolation, over which the rich and charitable nature of 
the tropics has beim kind enough to throw a mantle of flowers. Nothing can be 
more beautiful than this immense and silent City of the Dead ; the foaming waves 
contest with them then’ tombs, and every yoar gives up some of them to be 
engulfed in the deep. 

During the searches I made to discover the tomb of poor Jacquemont, I used 
to contemjilate thi 8 i<%hoet of water and its extensive westward horizon—that 
quarter to which every Eurojiean in this country tunis when he thinks of home. 
Assuredly, if the dead rise from their graves, as legends aver, they have a sjxictacle 
as sublime and as melancholy as they can desire. The spot where our brave 
fellow-countryman Jacquemont repo.sos is marked by a simple stone, on which 
may with some difficulty be read his name. The martyr of .science, ho has come 
to the end of his travels on the shores of this ocean, which separated him from 
the laud of his birth. 

Not far from the Mussulman cemetery is situated the field where the bodies 
of the Hiiidofjs arc burnt to ashes. From a considerable distance the inocessions, 
bearing corpses i)laced on open litters, and directing their course to this point, 
sufficiently indicate the route you should follow to reach it. Death has no 
terrors for l.he Hindoo, since for him it is only a change of exi.stence. I'he 
(iuedosure in which the funeral idles are erected is situated on the summit of a 
lofty tenace of granite, of which the base is accessible only at low water. The 
fires form several ranks in Ihie: on one side are placed the corpses which are 
waiting their turn ; on the other an honest dealer in wood is selling the necessary 
combustibles. Do not expect, however, to find there the slightest symptoms of 
meditation. Some are cutting the wood or arranging the pile; others, sitting on 
the summit of the walls; play on their instruments a dismal strain. The pile 
being prepared, the relatives place the corpse upon it, and cover it with small 
pieces of wood till it is entirely ccmcealed. Then the eldest son, or the nearest 
relation of the deceased, approaches, Ijcating his breast, and raising lamentable 



MALABAR HILL. 


13 


cries., Seizing a torch, he sets fire to the four corners of the lule; the flame rises 
rapi^, and the attendants^, augment it by tlirowing on oiL Soon the body 
appears a burning mass. When all is reduced to ashes, they water the idace, 
and throw some of the calcined remains into the sea. 

3 iit for the presence of the corpse which crowns this mortuary trophy, the 
ceremony itself presents nothing repulsive, provided always that one keeps out of 
reacli of the noisome smoke. 

Going along tliis.ljeach towards Chowpatti, we soon reach Malabar Hill, the 
aristocratic quarter of Bombay. It is a promontoiy larger than that of Colaba, 
mid has, moreo\ er, the advantage of being very hilly. The immense bungalows 
of the rich merchants and the high Government officials are ranged, with their 
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gardens and terraces, along the side of the hilL In certain places, enormous 
overhanging blocks of granite command the road, and appear ready to roll down 
upon the passer-by. Clumps of cocoa and date, palms, aloes, mid daturas, with 
their long violaceous bell.s, give to this part of the island a rich mid original 
Mi»ect, considerably enhanced by the proximity of the sea. -Some of the houses 
display a richness and siimptuousness truly Asiatic. Columns support the 
ver^dalis arid porticos, and large flights of stejis, bordered by china vmes, lead 
to terries on which are collected works of art both of Europe and Asia—statues 
cups, fouutam 8 , &c. The gardens contain some of the best-cultivated trees of 
the countrythe Gold Mohur Acacia, with its clusters of golden flowers • the 
papiy^, with Its enormous fruit; the gigantic baobab, and the Chinese pine; at 
the feet of which are masses of brillimitly variegated flowem, the names of which- 
have escaped my recollection. 
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Following the road which goes along the hill, we roach the Governor’s house, 
which, situated at the summit of a steep declivity ilt the extreme ptunt of the 
island, comniamls a full view of the sea. Tliis residence is now almost abandoned 
in favour of the l)eautiful palace of Parel; nevortlieless, it has the reputation of 
I)eing in the healthiest part of the island, and the governors go to reside there 
during the fever season. At a little distance thence, on the western coast of the 
pn)montary, is tlie small -v illage of Walkeshwar, one of the most sacred places 
in India. According to the legend, the god Kama, marching to the con(|ue 8 t of 

Lunka, the modern Cey- 

. —loii, 111 onlcr to punish the 

r. .Xing Ravaua, who (a se¬ 
cond Paris) had carried off" 
his wife Sita, stojvped at 
this place to pass tlie night. 
His brother LutcJiinan, 
through the instrumental¬ 
ity of a genie, used to send 
him every night an cmllm, 
from I’enares, so that he 
could coutitiue the exer¬ 
cise of his devotions to 
Siva. Put, tliat evening,, 
the emblem delaying to 
make its ap[)earanc.(i, Kama 
impatiently took a little 
sand from the scasliore, 
and witli it fashiomid an 
idol. I’he spot from which 
the sand was taken became 
a deep jmx)], which is in 
existence at this day ; and 
the village which grew iij) 
around the divine idol 
took the name of Walke¬ 
shwar—that is to .Siiy, 

“ The Gotl of Sands.” Pass¬ 
ing through the narrow 
streets, lined with tall, 
gl(K)my houses, inhabited 
by Brahmins, I arrived 

at the pool of Rama It is situate in the centre of a vast square, entirely 
surrounded by temples. Large flights of steps lead down to the water’s edge, 
which is some forty yards below the level. An immen.se throng of Hindoos, 
male and female, in clothes of various colours, pressed round the brink of this 
silent pool: some plungdd into, or besprinkled themselves with, the sacred liquid; 
others, kneeling on the steps, remained in a state of blessed coutcuuplation; all 
were ju-aying with the utmost hu-vour. In the vicinity of the temples the spec¬ 
tacle is still more animated. The Brahmins beg of the passers-by, on behalf of 
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their idol, and hold out purses to receive their oileriugs: tlic fakirs and 
goossairis, with oue arm raised aloft, stiff and witliered, sliake the necklaces 

of bones with which they are adorned, and regard disdainfully the alms that 

* • 
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are given Troops of religious Vallalmyateharas in effeininate costumes aiul 
) insolent aspect disciples of Krishna under liis most sluuueful form pass' 
through the crowd. Notwithstanding all the exertions of the English govLn- 
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meut, t]is hateful sect, though under the ban of nainenou^ Orders in 
is still powerful iii the sanctuary of Wal&eshwar, where the arm, of < 3 ^ law 
cannot reach it without difficulty. Every year disdoses some revdti^ crime 
committed by these priests, whose sole religion is the most shameless debatjchmy. 
Some of the buildings that surround the place are of great antiquity, and not 
wanting in beauty. The columns are covered with graceful sculptures, and the 
lofty spires on the towers are divided into storeys and into small hell-towdn, 
decked with statues of divinities and monsters. But they are all too sniall to 
give the visitor the slightest idea of the splendour of the religious monuments 
of India; they derive nearly the whole of their effect from the ricli banners, 
hangings, and golden ornaments with.which they are decorated. 

Leaving Walkeshwar, the traveller finds Imuself on a beautiful line of road, 
which passes along the crest of Malabar HilL At its highest point stands the 
Great Boklnna of the Parsees, otlierwise called the Tower of Silence. Here the 
votaries of Zoroaster de]X)sit their dead to be devoured by the vulturea Hidden 
by a screen of huge trees, the tower rises cold and • silent; no one is fKjnnitted to 
ai)proach too near, and it is only tlirough the branches that its summit can Ikj 
seen, crowned with innumerable lurds of 2)rey, Even among the Parsees the, 
utmo.st mystery prevails as to the interior of the Dokhma: the dust&urs, or Priests 
of the Fire, alone enter it The relatives of the deceased leave the body at the 
door; it is taken within tlie tower, and placed between two grates, which allow 
the vultures to tear ofF the flesh, but not to carry away the limbs. Even that 
precaution is not always taken in minor towers up the country. Scjircely have 
the priests withdrawn when the whole troop, which has been hovering in a circle 
above the tower, swooj)s down into the interior, to banquet on the rejHist prepared 
for it. Tlie ancient Persians also followed this same l)arbarou 8 custom of di.sposing 
(tf their dead, since we read in many authors that they exposed the bodies on the 
lofty summits of the mountains, that they might be devoured by the birds of the 
air; and, despite the advanced stage of civilisation at which the Parsees have 
arrived in our days, they still adhere to tlie ancient custom. 

From the grove surrounding the Tower of Silence the most extensive and 
beautiful view of any to be found in the island may be obtained: on one side, tlie 
craggy peaks of Malabar Hill; on the other, a forest of palms, descending with 
pleasing undulations to tljo bay; and, in the distance, tlie Indian town and the 
Fort standing out from tlie blue liorizon of the Gulf of Oman. If the day is fine 
and the sky clear, the whole of that scene is resplendent with light; the shadows 
cast by the trees appear imiienetrable; and the air is laden with sweet perfumes. 

If you descend the hill towards the north, you enter another great ipiarter 
of Bombay, called r>ycullah, which extends over a vast marshy plain, formerly 
covered by the sea This jxisition renders it very unhealthy,, and it is chiefly 
inliabitiHl by Parsees, half-castes, and minor European emfloyis. Here is also the 
Duncan Itoad, the haunt of every one of bad repute in the island—thieves, sailors 
who have deserted their ships, &c., and with the necessary accompaniments of low 
taverns and pestilent hovels. 

Behind Bycullah rise ‘the hills of Mazagon, around which another populous city 
has arisen. The climate is very unwholesome. The atmosphere of this district, 
often fatal to new arrivals, is poisoned by the exlialations from the rank vegetation. 

No lart of the island is so fertile as this. The mango-trees attain an enormous 
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height, and their fruit is of superior quality. The mango, called in India “ amb,” 
is a fruit of an oblong shape, about tln-ee or four inchas long, containing, under a 
thick greenish skin, a pulp of a golden yellow, of a most exquisite aromatic flavour, 
and having in the centre a large stone. When this fruit is in perfection, it i,s 
wholesome and agreeable; otherwise it has a decided scent oi turjjentine. TIw 
Alphonse mangos of Mazagon are very costly, and tJiere is considemhle traffic in 
them; unfortimatoly it is tcM) delicate a fruit for transmission to Europe. The 
hill-sides are, moreover, covered with dense thickets of palm-trees, uems, and 
acacias, all bound together by a network of slender and delicate ci-eepers, that 
make them one compact nui.s.s. A gigantic gi-oup of magnificent banyan-trees 
forms on one of them an immense dome of foliage. Beneath these t)ii(;k shades 
are blended together a thousand .sj)ecies of cactus, deidaturas, euplioibias, and tall 
grass, which harbour nearly every kind of serjamt jieculiar to these regions. 'Fhe 
environs also are infe.sted wirh them; and, having myself lived some time in this 
part of the island, I had an opiX)rtuuity of seeing theta, and of killing a great 
number. Only a few days after my arrival 1 had my first interview with a cobra 
di capella, called also M</, or the .spectacled serpent. Every one knows this 
terrible i-eptile at least by name, arul is aware thiit its bite is so venomous that 
death ensues frtnu it in less than a quarter of an hour. I was walking omt 
evening in the garden that surrounded my cliarining little hut, when in stejqnng 
1 felt something wriggling under my foot, and, before I could draw back, 1 saw a 
cobra thrccatening my leg. I sprang on one side, and the snake disajipeared in tlie 
grass. The terrible danger from wliich I had so providential an escajK} made me 
cautious, and I ordered all the long grass round about to l)e mown down. Tlu! 
mowers killed a suiHirb black cobra. It was of moderate bulk, and measured 
about four feet long. I could now irrsirect at my ease the excre.scence of skin 
wliich lies on the sides of these reptiles’ necks, and which, when they are angry, 
they are able to e.xtend in the fonn of an ellipse-shaped b(X)d. On this hood are 
clearly designed the sixjctacles that give one of its names to the creature. During 
my stay at Mazagon there occurred a terrible example of the danger from much 
smaller snakea A Mussulman servant in the hou.se of a European was engaged 
in waiting at breakfast, and therefore had frecpiently to pass along tire verandah. 
On pliicing his Irare foot on a mat that lay in his path, he felt himself pricked, 
uttered a slight cry, and, walking on, fell down by Iris master’s table ; after a few 
convulsions, he expired. 'The most sistonishing thing is that the.se accidents are so 
rare, notwithstanding that the natives habitually go barefoot. 

One piece of advice I can give to ixjrsons about to visit Bombay, and who 
dread serirents, is not to choose Mazagon as their place of alxxlc. No precaution 
is of avail to keep these reptiles out of the house, and you t'annot go out of doors 
without running the risk of setting foot on one of them. The vegetation also 
attracts a great number of insects, and at nightfall there arises on every side a 
noisy concert from a thousand little crickets, grasshoppers, and other insects, that 
to unaccustomed ears gives the effect of a piercing and continuous cry. Add to 
this the fi-equent assemblages of jackals near your house, striking up their 
melancholy 8 train.s, to whicli all the pariali dogs in tlie neighlxuirhood think 
themselves bound to resixmd; and you will have some idea of the sublime* 
tranquillity of the night in this favouretl town. I recommend it, however, to the 
enthusiastic naturalist, for, Ixaides the mosquitoes, which here are of remarkable 
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size, he will have the pleasure of the company or vicinity of the bandy-coot rat, 
which is of a monstrous size; the musk-iut, an inoffensive animal, but not 
agreeable to nervous people, on account of its smell and its sharp cric^; the 
enormous bull-frog, whose voice justifies the name it bears; and also the Indian 
vam]>ire, called heie the ilying fox. Tlie latter is one of the most singular animals 
ill the country. It is an immense l»at with black wings, spreading more than two 
feet; its liody is aivered with a tliick, reddish fur; and its head, with pointed 
muzzle and slunp teetli, is altogether the miniature of that of a fox. At night it 
is seen Hying in thonsands about the fruit-trees, raising shrill cries; and it i.« 
no rare occurrence for tlieiii to lay waste an orchard in one single night. During 
the (lay tlicy remain suspended from the highest branches, holding on by tlieir 
liind claws, their luaids hanging down and their wings iolded, which gives them 
the appearance of enormous black fruit. In icality they are not dangerous towards 
anything but fruit.. However, many jieople have aissiired me that there is in India 
a small batwhiidi lies, during the night, on sh‘e]iing men or animals, and feasts on 
their blood; hut it is of so insignilicant a size that the wmuid it gives is scarcely 
perce,])til)le and by no means dangeriai.s. 

Tlie town of Mazagoii is largely inhabited by ror'uguc.se, de.scendants of the 
old coloni.sts, whose complexions, daiker than those of natives of the upjter class, 
show liow tin's race is mixed and degenerated. 'J'b'-)' have, moreo' .t, adojited an 
entirely Indian mode of life; and their religious ceremonies, though Christian, 
reflect to such a degree the ideas of the country, that they would form a subject 
for much curious impiiiy. Tludr juiests are all black, and are under the juiisdic- 
tioii of tlie Ar(dibisho|» of (.Joa, who indulged fur some time the ambitious design 
of entirely separating his chiircli from that of home. Even at the jiresent day 
they maintain a semi-independence in ndigion, which the llomish clergy have 
vainly endeavoured to combat. 

On .Sunday the streets arc filled with women in iarge white mantles, going 
with their children to church. The men, decently dres,sed, but in a somewhat 
ridiculous stj’le, carry their wives’ |irayer-books or umbrellas with that air of 
importance which all the la li'-eastes aH'eet, even in the 8 lightc.st things. Ihey 
have all adojited as their national latad-dress the black silk hat of modern 
sociely, and e\'en the jioorest are proud to wear a napless head-covering, of 
which sometimes the brim has vanished. However absurd may be their 
a.])poaraiice and manners, these men, nevertheless, are in general laborious, 
sober, peaceable, and honest—t|ualities which are rather the exception than 
the rule among the semi-Eurojiean races of Asia. 

At the farthest end of Mazagon there is a superb pidace, erected by the 
great Parsec baronet. Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, one of the richest merchants in 
llomhay. It is a vast building in the Gothic style, which Sir Jamsetjee left at 
his death to be turned into a hospital. This princely gift gained him the honour 
of a statue, which is placed in front of his palace. 

All these separate districts, constituting the city of Bombay, contain .a total 
jHipulation of more than eight hundred thousand inhabitants, of which only six 
or seven thousand are Europeans. 
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THE INHABITANTS OF BOMBAY. 

The System (if Castes.—Iliiiiiod Mytholoi'v.—The J’.ruliiiuiis.—The .(alns.—A Jsaiitch.—A 
Ilelij^ions Drama.—Feasts.- The Feast of Serjieiits.— (.'ueoa-nut J)ay.—Tlie I’arsees.—A 
Farstie Marriage.—Mtis.iuhuaus.—The Mohanim.—Eumpeau Life in Ihimbay.—The Finan¬ 
cial Crisis of 1864-5. 


HE study of tlie vavwn.s raco.s lliat [loojilc llie i.sliuid of Bombay 
would constrain ns to tracci llio liistory of all the Asiatic nations; 
for from Cliina to Arabia, and from 1 'urke.stan to the Mitla.y 
Islands, it would be dillicult to find a, nation that has not its 
representatives in this siijierli metrojiolis, which boldly takes its 
stand as tlie Queen of Asia. I will therefore content my.self 
with speaking of the more important, that is to say, tlie Hindoo tribes—the 
Brahmins, I’nrvus, Kha3’ets, Buniahs, I’arsees, and JMu.ssulmau.s. 

The mass of the pojinlation here, as throughout tlie wiiole of India, is com¬ 
posed of Hindoos, a generic term umler which are comprehended the members of 
till the sects, howsoever opposed, that have adopted tlie system of cas(,es, and 
acknowledge the supremacy of the Brahmins. It is well known that the jirincijial 
sects are the Sa'ivas, or adorers of Siva ; the Vtiishnavas, or adorers of ^^ishnu, 
under difl’erent incarnations; and, lastly, the Jains, jiredcftessors or successors of 
the Buddhists, W'ho consider the Hindoo I’tintheon as oiili' of sec 'udtiry import¬ 
ance, These sects are subdivided into fiiiir distinct (.-asles,—the Brahmins, or 
priests; the Kshatriyas, or waniors; the \hiishyas, merchants and agriculturists; 
and the Sudras, the class of artisans and labourer.s. To add to the. <‘oufusion 
which this complicated system of sects and castes creates, these last are again 
subdivided into tribes and trade corixirations ; and moreover there exists an 
imjKirtant part of the ]io]ailation which, though completely recogni.sed as Hindoo 
and native, is placed beyoid the pale of this organisation. 

Each of these societies has an independent and individual life, its own 
administration, its own laws; none of its members can many into an alien 
caste, nor even eat in the company of the members of a society of inferior rank. 


The most trilling affairs of daily life are fenced about with ceremonies and pre¬ 
scriptions tending to rivet the bonds of this social i.solation, 'J'he man born in a 
corporation of a particular business cannot choose any other career, without 
being struck down by the social law in everything that he holds most dear. His 
wife may desert him ; his children do not acknowledge him as their father; and 
his projierty remains with the caste. If, rejienting, he wishes to rejoin the 
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brethren whom he has left, he is obliged to undergo all sorts of humiliations, 
and only recovers his jMJsition wlien he has appeased the indignation of the 
leading members, arid the priests, by ample amends. On the other hand, he 
who remains faithful is protected and supported. Wherever he goes, at 
wliatsoever distance from his country he may be, he finds a roof and a hearth 
with some one of liis fellows. If absent for years, he will find, on his return, 
liis briixita, the field of his fatliers, intact, and his liouse just as he had left it. 
Tl)is organisation is not without certain advantages. It is this tliat has rendered 
possible that (.‘ahn, happy, traiujuil life, devoid of ambition, that men of the middle 
castes lead, and to wliich they are so strongly attached; but it has also banished 
from the hearts of these men the sentiment of national ambition. If the present 
masters were consigned to destruction, these nations would remain at the disi)osal 
of the first coinjiicror. Tathans, Moguls, Mahrattas, English, have all come ; and 
the people remain vinmoved. Only let them leaves him his caste and res])ect his 
privileges, and it matter's little to the merchant and the peasant whetlier the 
(sonqueror be English, llussian, or French. 

The difierisnt religions of India are, in general, to European eyes, merely a 
mixture of gross superstitions and ridicidous fable.s. We are dis))Osed to see in 
such things nothing more than error of the hum-an reason; and, whereas others 
are unwilling to admit that there exists the slightest poesy or the slightest good 
sense, it is a fact that they all contain sublime truths and grand ideas, com- 
ju-ehended by all educated person.s. The nniss of the jMJople, ignorant as they 
always are, can see nothing in them but the external symbols, calculated to strike 
their imagination. 

No one lavs ever donl)ted that the ancient Paganism contains a poetry of ideas, 
which, as a .sul)stitute for the morality of Christian truth, can for a long time suffice 
for a refined and civilised people, and maintain them in an elevated moral condi¬ 
tion. Well, the Hindoo mythology presents to us passages as fine as the finest to 
be. found in the Greek mythology, and we there observe all the same .symbols and 
the same deities under difierent name.s. Indra, mounted in his chariot of fire, 
which lightens the earth, or presiding over the Apsaras, or Muses, takes the place 
of Apollo; lihemba, having risen from the waves, is the Indian Venus; Oama is 
Cujiiil; Mahades, Saturn ; Gane.sa, Janus ; Sarasvati, Juno ; I'arvati, Ceres; Yama, 
I'luto; and as many others as the Greek synonomy would be so easily able to 
pnxluce. It Ls true that the interiors of the mysterious temples of India dis])lay 
to us nothing but monstrous idols, with many facies and numerous arms, brandishing 
lances, sabres, and skulls; but all these gods ])ersonify the same ideas as the 
admirable statues ertiabsd by Iffiidias and other renowned Grecian sculptors; only 
the Indian, enamoured of mysticism, of stran"e shapes, and of all that is glowing 
and fantastic, holds aloof from those sublime rules that cause us so greatly to 
admire the remains of paganism in Europe. Atove all these creaturas of his 
imagination, above all these deities, he has placjed a supreme master, alone, solitary, 
creator, and uncreate, the master of the universe, BiiAhm ! No statue is raised to 
him; but a single mystic word, 6 m, represents him. Thus, in this religion, we 
find the idea of the Supreme Being in all its purity; the Jehovah of the Hebrews, 
the TO ituv of the Greeks; and, in very truth, this idolatrous people, like ourselves, 
does not l>ow down Ixifore any but G^ the Creator, the heavenly thought which 
is the foundation of every religion on the face of the earth. We must not confound 
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f his Br&hm or Brihm with the god lirahuia, wlio owes to him liis existcHcc, and is 
considered hy the Hindoos as only a hiunau divinity. Tliis mythology, however 
eminently metaphysical, is also very material. It symbolises all the phenomena 
of nature, as well as the passions and virtues of niiinkind. Its graceful legends 
contain as much science as poetry. Take the description of the Court of Brahma 
in the poem of Meru. Do not you find there aU that can beguile the Asiatic mind 
—gold, diamonds, wonderful gardens, charming nymphs? You there see Olympus 
according to Indian idciis: “ At the heart of tire mystic lotus whicli su])ports the 
universe,and which springs from the bosom of Vishnu, is the Soumeru, a mountain of 
gold, of irameasuralde height; its sides arc adorned with a mass of jewels of a thousand 
colours, resjdendent as the rising sun. Everywhei’c are seen flowers in profusion 
with a thousand coronals, such as never could enter into the dreams of man. Amid 
the groves are the abodes of the gods, who, shaded by trees that only gi’ow densely 
on Meru, live with their wives in pcufect and eternal haj)piness. On the summit 
resides Brahma, the god xjf gods, whose habitation is shrouded by vaporous clouds. 
On the east is Imlra, in his diariot of fire, who presides at the ban(]uets of the 
gods, and pours out the ambro.sia; around him pre.sS the heavenly company. 
The seven Kishis, the stars of the Great Bear, with their glittering crowns; Agni, 
the fire-god, on a throne composed of a thousand prcicious metals; the sublime 
Yama on his elephant ; Siva the magnificent, with his sons, Ganesa, god of wi.sdom, 
and Karticeya, god of war; Bhemba and her attendant nymphs, the cliildi-en and 
incarnations of the divinities; the .sacred serjwnts ; the stars;—in fact, all things 
that are great and beautiful arc as.sembled on Meru to sing the {(raises of Brahma, 
the great creator. Encircled by rivers rolling waves of pure gold, is a forest, every 
tree of which diffuses the sweetest perfumes, and in the centre of it is that 
mysterious tree, of magic {rower, adored by gods and men, the tree of immortality.” 
On the other hand, where could we find anything more {roetical and more replete 
with delicious and volu{)tuous sentiments than the following passage from the 
Buranas, where the {root is describing to the votaries of Siva the paradise of 
Kaihis ?—“ Mahfuleo ami his wife I’arvati are seated on a tiger’s skin, covering a 
couch of {mrple, embroidered with gold and precious stones. A crescent of silver 
is on the forehead of the god, and round his head is coiled, like a turban, the 
serpent Hisecha, whose thousand heads form a dazzling aigrette; his innumerable 
arms bear deadly weapons, and he wears a necklace of human skulls. Notwith¬ 
standing his fierce attributes, he is calm and amiable, and is engaged in con¬ 
templating BarvatL The latter is ever reclining lovingly on the bresust of her 
husband, and offers him the divine amrita in a diamond cup. 1'hey are .surrounded 
by a numerous court of young and l>cautiful gods, while, before them, the Apsaras, 
or Muses, are singing enchanting hymns to the accompatiiment of their lutes; other 
nymphs waft delightful odours through the air with i.heir fans of peiicoeks’ feathers. 
Barvati’s long hair flows free and loose; she coud)s it with her rosy fingers, which 
she refreshes in the ever-living fountain whence all the springs in the world derive 
their source. Behind her is concealed the beauteous Cama, the god of love, and 
the flower of amra, which forms one of his arrows, giews jn {(rofusion around the 
divine couch. Birds are singing amid the blue clouds, and the waters glitter and 
reflect the golden light.” Music, beauty, youth, and pleasure, all these constitute the 
paradise of Siva. What a difference between this description of the heaven of the 
Hindoos so brilliant and full of life, and the calm and cold Elsyium of the Greeks! 
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The usual miscellaneouvs assortment of castes and sects is found amongst the 
Hindoos of Bombay; but that of the Kshatriyas numbers very few, and the 
Brahmins and merchants greatly preponderate. The Brahmins form a considerable 
tribe, which hold aloof, to a great degree, from the other tribes of the same caste. 
They are clad entirely in white linen, and wear a heavy turlian. They observe a 

strictly vegetable diet, 



and abstain from tobacco 
in every shai)e. Tliese 
rules are, however, com^ 
mon to ntwly all the 
Bralunins in India. 

The I’lirvus arc a 
caste immediaUily I)eiow 
that of (he Bi-ahmins, 
and constitute the class 
of otticials. Well bt)- 
haved, active, and honest, 
they fill the Customs, 
the (lo\emu)ent offices, 
aiul all the mercantile 
establishments. 'I'hey are 
easily to be recognised 
l)y their coloured tur- 
Imns, two feet in dia¬ 
meter. Some of these 
Burvus attain very dis- 
tingui.sht^d }K)sitions, and 
amass cousideralde for¬ 
tunes. One r)f them, J ug- 
geiiiautli Sunkersett, not 
long ago was a member 
of theOovernor’s Council, 
and was the first of the 
caste to obtfiin the hon¬ 
our of a statue. Next 
come the Khayets, the 
caste of scrilKjs. Every 
Khayet, whatever may 



be his circumstances, can 
read or write one or 
more languages. 


YOUNU UlSUOO WOMAN. 


But the most influ¬ 


ential caste in the island 


is that of the merchants, composed princijially of Buniahs and Jains. They 
belong to different tribes from the coasts of Kookan and Goojerat; and, 
though they wear distinctive costumes, they fomr a united and very influential 
corporation. They are the chief of those speculators in Indian cottons and 
English linens, who have helped to raise Bombay to the position it enjoys in 
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tiime branches of commerce. Of a type sometimes aristocratic and always 
intelligent, the Buniah is distingnishod from the cxuumon lierd of Bomliayans 
by his turban, which is round and elevated, like a sliako, or rolled in tlie 
form of a conch shell. He weais a dhouti, with a red band, which he folds 
about his limbs, and a long calico tunic, fitted close over the chest. One of the 
callings he values most is tliat of a broker, for in it he finds the opportunity of 
employing his talents for commerce. 

The rich Hindoos lead here a very difleront life from that of their ancestors. 
Without changing anything pmvided by their religious code, they adopt (luite a 
European style of luxury. Evcuy night the public walks are obstructed by tlic.ir 
carnages, drawn by thorough-bred horses, and attended by sorvanls in fine liveries. 
Their liousejs are .sumptuous, and contain such quantities of furniture, w'orks of art, 
ghiss and lustres, that one might fancy oneself in a shop. In a general way, those 
treasures are heaped together without taste or any idea of iirrungement; hut it 
must be observed that tlieir jn-opriotor considers them simply as a collection of 
valuable curiosities, calculated to inspire visitors with a great idea of his position. 
As for himself, ho is often content to occupy a little room in one corner of his 
residence. 

Intercourse between those ]ieople and Europeans is very limited Ai)art from 
commerce (»r ollicial duties, it is rarely that anything is seen of tlic.ir private life. 
They cminot, however, have the entire blame of this reserve inqmted to them, when 
it is remembered that they have to deal with such a cold, formal people as the 
•English; and one could not ask a pei'sou to ojien his doons, or give proofs of 
friendship, to strangers who refuse liirn the same nuu-ks of consideration. In such 
matters, however, a great change has taken place of late years, and many lasting 
friendships have been formed between European and native Indian gentlemen. 

1 have myself held uninterrupted and intimate relations with many native 
gentlemen, and 1 have never had ctinse for dissatisfaction in any particular. This 
has enabled me to take part in fetes and friendly gatherings, from which I should 
otherwise have been dehan-ed; as, for examide, Nautches, or dances of bayadf'res, 
one of the favourite entertainments of the rich, and the indispensable accompani¬ 
ment of every religions ceremony or festival. Sometimes, on great oecusions, the 
head of the house invites Europeans of his acquaintance. 

I hafl scarcely Ixien a montli at Bomliay when one morning I received a card, 
announcing in letters of gold that my friend I’urlnitt Lallji, a rich Battiah, was 
going to celebrate the marriage of his son that night, and that he would have a 
great Nautcli at nine o’clock, at which the favour of my coni)>any wiis re(|uested. 
I toi>k care not to forget this invitation, and, at the ajipointed hour, I arrived at 
the Battiah’s residence. The street was brilliantly illuminated; an awning, from 
which superb lamps were suspended, covered it as far ius the door; there a 
mountain of flowers wfis piled ui>—a regular wall—behind which a noisy 
Bortuguese orchestra was concealed. On my approach, they struck tq) a military 
march, and I’urbutt advanced to receive me. Taking me by the hand, he con¬ 
ducted me into a grand apartment, where the Nautch was to take place. liargc 
mirrors reflected tlie light of a thousand lustres; rich carpets, and sofas s]>read 
with cashmeres, covered the ground; and the magnificent costumes of the guests, 
and the numbers of servants waving fans, gave to the scene that theatrical appear¬ 
ance of which Orientals are so passionately fond. 
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I took my seat on a soft divan, and was immediately surrounded by servants, 
who offered me sherbets and fruit, and sprinkled me with rose-water from great 
silver flagons. A few paces from me, the bayad6res, crouching down near their 
musicians and awaiting the signal for tlie dance, formed a striking group. These 
lovely girls, with pale complexions and large black eyes, covered with diamonds 
and precious stuffs, looked at me coolly, and without any appearance of curiosity. 
Most of the guests having arrivetl, our host introduced to us his son, a child 
eight years of age, in whose honour he was giving the f6te. These formalities at 
an end, he seated himself by me, and gave the signal. Thereupon the dancers 
rose uj); and unfolding their scarves, and shaking their plaited skirts, they 
caused tlie bells to vibrate which were fastened round their ankles in tlie fonn 
of bracelets, and which served to mark the time. After a preliminary chorus, 
accompanied by viols ami tom-toms, they formed a semicircle, and one of them 
advanced close to us. With rounded arms, and her veil floating, she turned 
herself slowly round, with a gentle quivering of the body, so as to make her bells 
resound; the music, a(tft and langui.shing, seemed to lull her sense.a, and, with 
eyes half closed, she seemed to be clasping in lusr amorous embrace some invisible 
being. All thus played their parts in succession—one feigning herself a serpent- 
charmer, or a lute-pliiyer; another, ardent and impassioned, iHuinding and 
whirling round with ra])idity; while another, adorned with an elegant cap 
embroidered with pearls, addre.ssed us with strange gestures, and followed the 
music with a coquettish movement of the body. They concluded their perfor¬ 
mances with an animated round dance, accompanied by songs and clapping of 
hands. In all this I saw nothing of that gross immorality which, from what I 
had previously been told, I expected to find in the pantomime exhibited by the.se 
women. Their demeanour was correct, tlumgh with some little spice of provoca¬ 
tion, and their costunm was more modest than that of women in general. I may 
add that in this entertainment you must not look for a dance in the ordinary 
acceptation of the word; ])f»sturiug, attitudes, songs, constitute the olllcial Nautcdi 
of the Hindoos; 1 say official, becjausc I had afterwards the opportunity of seeing 
dances of (juite another character, to which strangers are rarely .admitted. 'These 
aie real ballots, somewhat like those of our operas, though impressed with the 
voluptuous ardour of the East Under Ml other circumstances the Nautch is so 
strained, and sometimes so little attractive—esj)ecially if the women are neither 
young nor pretty—that disappointed Eurojwans iin.agine themselves to be taking 
part in sime mournful ceremony. 

Amongst the other amusements of the Hindoo aristocracy is the 'Tlieatre; but, 
as they deem it a half-sacred institution, they are more exclusive than they are 
in the matter of the Nautch, and it is a rare thing for a European to be present 

As is well known, the ancient drama phayed as important a part in India as 
in Greece and in Asia Minor. Through it,the great writers rendered the leading 
features of tlieir religious history familiar to the people, or employed them as 
parables whereby to inculcate the precepts of honour and morality. The plays 
that have come down to us have made us better acquainted with the manners 
and ideas of the nations of antiquity than all the poems and sacred histories. 
'The decay, however, of the great Indian schools of philosophy has involved the 
d(jwnfall of dramatic literature, and the theatre has fallen into desuetude At 
the present time, educated Hindoos have attempted to revive this national insti- 
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tution, aiid the old tragedies, dragged from oblivion, reappear on the stage iu 
the palaces of the richest inhabitants. 

Notwithstanding all my applications, I had never yet.l)ecn aide to witness 
one of these spectacles; I had only seen some farces, badly played, in a small 
public theatre. At last, a native gentleman of my aciqttaintance, one Govind 
Sunder, promised me that I should be present on the first opportunity at a grand 
Hindoo drama; and my interest was intensely excited when lie one day came to 
inform me that he had succeeded in procuring, for that same evening, the services 
of an excellent troop of players. At the proper time 1 repaired to his house, 
where I found a large comjiany assembled. One of the reception-rtKima had 
lieen converted into a theatre; one end of the room served for the stage, and a 
thin screen of calico, hung on a bamboo, did duty for a curtain. Scarcely had 
we taken our seats when a Brahmin came from behind the curtain, accomjianiod 
by flute-players, and procx>eded to place in front of the stage an image of Ganesa, 
the god of wisdom. He uttered an invocation to the deity, praying him to 
enlighten the spirits of the actors, and enable them to perform their parts in 
a suitable manner. This prelude was calmly received by the audienen; and 1 saw 
that this jiart of the ceremony was quite in earnest. The Brahmin then announced 
that the play would treat of tlie amours of the god Krislma, and withdrew. 

The curtain, which was immediately rai.sed, disclosed to us a great personage, 
nearly naked, daubed with yellow ochre,’ and his head furnished wit h an enormous 
wig, who, seateil before the entrance of a tcmide painted on cloth in the back¬ 
ground, remained in an attitude of profound meditation. It was a representation 
of the llishi (or religious ascetic), who, in the Hindoo drama, always jxissessos a 
supernatural power, and ]>lays the part of a sjiiritual protecting genie. 

The scene was invaded by gods and goddesses, amongst whom I easily recog¬ 
nised the blue Vishnu, the beautiful Sarasvati, llama, and others. Bending before 
the im])assible genie, they each recited a long declamation, of which I undcrstfMxl 
very little. What I moat admired were the dre.sses, which so greatly resembled 
tliose in which the ancient idols are repi’esented that I had no doubt they were 
the exact and traditional reproduction of them. Above all, the cle]ihant’s head of 
the god Ganesa, his huge paunch and short legs, were njpresented to perfection. 
The g(xls all wore high gilt mitres and brilliant costumes, and the goddesses 
shifts of tliin and nearly transparent stuff, embroidered with pearls and gold. 

Shortly afterwards Krishna enters-, and the crowd of divinities disapjwar. lie 
is a fine young man, pfiinted blue, and attired like a king. He wanders about, 
gloomy and peixsive, and relating, with emotion, the feelings that are torturing 
him. His heart is in perplexity between two equally powerful affections. His 
wife, Satyavama, enters, and throws hemelf at his feet; her beautiful black eyes 
are streanring with tears; she embraces the knees of the god. With a musical 
voice, and in the soft Hindoo tongue, she reproaches him with having forsaken her; 
then, seeing him undecided, nay touched, she rises, overwhelms him with carasses, 
and clasps him in her arms. As regards action, this scene was traly beautiful; 
grief, love, and joy were all expressed with a subtlety and fidelity to nature of 
which I could not have believed an Indian actress caj»<lbla The gracefulness of 
the costumes, the harmony of the language, the expressiveness of the gestures, 
sufficed to captivate the attention, notwithstanding one could not understand the 
words spoken. 
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The actors retired, and made way for a fresh personage, Eukmini, the rival 
of Satyavania. She is a woman of imperious cJiaraeter, and recites to us, in an 
animated manner, all the artifices slie has employed to gain a triiunph over the 
weak Krishna. • The latter returns with his wife; and thereupon commences a 
poetic dialogue between the two women. The one boasts of her genealogy, which 
is traced to Vishnu; of her beauty, and her spirit; and reproaches Krishna with 
his unworthy love. The other replies sweetly that her only crime is to have loved 
her divine husband. She relates how, when a young peausant girl at play upon 
the enchanted banks of the Jumna, surrounded by her companions, she had 
iittracted the attention of the god. Her life had always been simple, and she 
had continued constant in her love. But Eukmini triumphs. Her haughty 
language awakens the god’s pride. Satyavania goes out, and returns with her 
young son, whom, kneeling before the deity, she iiresents to liim: “ Kill us both,” 
she exclaims, “since we cannot live without your love” Urged on by Eukmini, 
who ridicules these sentiments, he hands a cup of poison to his wife; she swallows 
it at one draught, and sinks to the earth. “ It is not,” says she, “ the torments of 
tlio poison that rend me; it is that my heart is broken by the ingratitude of one 
W’honi I liave so dearly loved.” She assures him of her forgiveness, and then dies. 

But a Hindoo drama cannot end in so doleful a fashion. The guardian 
genie enters, and in a voice of thunder demands from Krishna an account of his 
conduct. The latter, tortured with I be jiangs of remorse, cannot excuse himself; 
he drives away Eukmini, and implores the forgiveness of the genie. Satyavania 
returns to life, and presents her son to her husband, who holds out his anns to 
emiirace him ; and the curtain falls on this scene amid the blazing of Bengal 
lights and the “ Wah ! wah ! ” of the spectatorfi. This piecse is conipo.sed, for 
the most part, of very long monologues, which the actor addresses to the public ; 
otherwise, if reduced to action merely, the representation would be very short. 
It is not tiring to hear these well-cadeuced verses recited in a soft, pleasing voice, 
which the actor accompanies witli expressive pantomime. The sentiments bear 
the impress of most enchanting swcetnes.s. 

I complimented my friend Govind on the talent of his actors, and more 
particularly on that of his charming actresses ; but the latter compliment seemed 
to afford him much amusement. AfUn enjoying a good laugh, he infonned me 
that the laws of the theatre did not allow women to appear on the stage; all the 
female ])arts were tilled by young boys, remarkable for their beauty and the 
sweetness of their voices. I was never more astonished in my life ; and even his 
arguments could scarcely (jonvince me. This play was followed hy an episexie 
in the I’audee war, in which the gods dealt tremendous strokes with their wooden 
sabres. 

Besides the Nautches, and the Tamashas of the theatre, the Hindoos find, in 
their numerous religioirs festivals, additional opportunities for the display of that 
luxury and magnificence which they are so eager to indulge. The English Govern- 
m nt recognises many by the closing of its ofiices and a general suspension of 
business. If it is remenil)ercd that Bombay contains, in addition, a large popula¬ 
tion of I’arsees, Mussuhnans, Jews, and Christians, it will readily be seen that 
many days are devoted to some religious ceremony or other. 

One of the Hindoo fetes at wliicli I was present in this city, and one of the 
most original, is Nag runchmi, or the Festiveil of the Serj)ents. This day is set 
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apart for making offenngs to seriieuts, and eonciliatin- tium. I.y i.mvors in oninr 
to ensure safety against their deadly bites. The ap,.roaches to the vartons temples 
are filled by a dense crowd, in holiday attire, and the streets ;ire bordered I.y little 
booths, where cakes, toys, and statuettes of the gods are sold. 

Long processions of women, in Madonna-like costume, poetically draped in their 
veils of silk, pass singing through the .streets, and carrying their ollerings of ric.e 
and sugar to lay before the images of Krishna. It is, in fact, the anniversary of 
the day on which this deity killed the great .serpent of Bindral.uiid, wliieh was 
desolating the banks of the Jumna. Standards, huge coj.per trumyiets, torches of 
blazing pitch, rise on every side above this brilliant midtilude. Palau(iuiu.s 
adorned with hangings, and o(!cupied by fat •Brahmin ladies assuming scsluctive 


airs, are huddled together in every direction. 

The incessant wave that encumbers the envurons of the pool of raidoneh 
presses through the small adjacent streets towards a neighbouring ,sj)ot, where tlie 
most important ceremony of the fete takes ]ilace. 

Here are drawn up two or three hundred .Sa])wallahs, or serpent-charmers, 
each haidng in front of him a basket containing several cobra caiiell.as. The 
pious Hindoos bring them bowls of buffalo’s milk, of which these I’cj.tiles are 
very fond, and which the charmer gives them to drink. Each bowel is (inickly 
surrounded by a circle of cobras, which, with their heads immersed in the liquid, 
remain perfectly motionless. Erom time to time the Sri]»wallah takes one away 
to make room for another; and it is curious to witness the fury of the dejKJseil 
animal, which draws itself up, and swells out its hood. The circle of ciiarmers 
is surrounded by a crowd of .spectators, who contemplate the scene. I'hc reptiles 
swarming about the bowls, and the men half naked, or covered with coloured 
tinsel, who handle them without the slightest fear, form a very original sj)ectacle. 
These singular proceedings continue all day, during which a large nnml)cr of 
cobras are abundantly regaled with milk. At night the houses are illuminated ; 
processions accompanied by torches pass through the streets; and on every side 
there resounds a fearful din of cymbals, tom-toms, and hautboy.s. 

'fhis fete is generally held in July or August, the sea.son when the cobras are 
mf)st dangerous; and their instinctive dread has induc.ed the people to choose this 
time to appease the wrath of these terrible demi-gods. 

The feast of Naryal ruranama, or of the Eull Moon of the Cocoa-nuts, is one of 
the most important of those celebiuted at Bombay. It is usually held towards the 
latter end of September, and is supposed to mark the termination of tin; miny 
season. Although purely a Hindoo festival, all the races of the island unite 
together in its celebration. An immense concourse as.sembles on the shore of the 
Back Bay. The top of the bank is covered with tressels and carracks, and for 
two days this place, u-sually a perfect desert, presents a most picturc.S(pie and 
animated spectacle. Every one approaches., the sea, or even enters it up to mid¬ 
leg, and casts some cocoa-nuts os far as possible into the watt.r. To this offering 
he adds a short prayer, in wliich he invokes the sea, and prays it to keep all 
danger far away from those who are going to undertake long voyages. Before he 
comes out, he further throws into the sea a crown of llo\^ers, by way of thanking^ 
it for havhig accepted his tribute. 

Thousands of cocoa-nuts are thus thrown into the bay during those two days, 
for a considerable section of the i)opulation of Bombay get their living by the sea. 
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and have an interest in its being favourable to tliem. Fishermen, sailors, ship¬ 
owners, women and children, all come to pray to it, and implore its clemency. 
Tliis custom, in all its primitive simplicity, is very touching, and shows that the 
Hindoo, in his religion, forgets neither that which he loves, and which is a source 
of benefit to him, nor that which he fears, and whose resentment must be 
ap^ieased. The other great Hindoo festivals arc the Dassara and the Divali; 
but, as 1 had the opportunity of seeing them in all tlieir magnificence in 
IiajlKjotana, I will not speak of them here, inasmuch as at Bombay they are 
celebrated in a less imposing manner. 

The Parsecs, next to the Hindoos, hold the most important jmsition in the 
island of Bombay. A few words as to their origin and history will serve to 
explain how this nation obtained an introduction into the midst of ireople from whom 
they differ altogether in complexion, religion, and manners. The Parsees, or 
(ilhebers, are the descendants of the fire-worshippers, votaries of Zoroaster, whom 
tlie successors of Alexander the Great persecuted with so much cruelty, (..'om- 
jtelled to abandon Persia, they took refuge in the Lsland of Ormuz ; and afterwards, 
still dreading persecution from the Mussulmans, they embarked on board slii|), 
and, setting sail, landed on the shores of Goqjerat. A certain RajiXMrt prince, 
Jaya I leva, who was reigning at that period over the ))rovinces of Champanir, 
granted them a small territory on the coast of the Korkan, where they founded 
tlie town of Sanjan.* Tlie conditions imposed by tlie Bajali were that the 
Parsecs should adopt an Indian style of dress, and that they should nov(!r eat the 
flesh of the ox. Up to the present time these people have remaijied faithful to 
their engagement. The little colony had much to suffer from the continual change 
of masters which India was doomed to undergo from the eighteentii to the 
nineteenth century. They fought on the side of their protectors against the 
Mussulman invaders, and were nearly annihilated. After that, being considered 
Pariahs, they remained quietly in their villages, devoting themselves to agriculture 
and commerce, down to the time when the English, appreciating the advantages 
of securing the attachment of a race so devoted and so intelligent, attracted them 
to Bombay. At the present day they form a tribe of rich and active men, full of 
devotion to the English rule, and to whom the present prosi)erity of the island is, 
in a great degree, owing. Laborious and patient, they have all the good (jualities 
of the Jews; they are generally very generous, and appreciate a life of comfort 
and luxury. Tlreir influence is enormous, and is augmented by the union and the 
friendship that prevails amongst the members of this model nation. They boast, 
and with good reason, that throughout the whole of Bombay there does not exist 
either a pauper or a prostitute of their caste. Any who are in want are assisted 
by tlie community, which possesses a vast organisation of hospitals and dispen¬ 
saries. Their language is Goojerati, for which they long ago abandoned the 
Persian tongue; but now English has become of habitual use with them. Their 
wives and children speak it, and it will probably one day be their national 
language. They retain tlie costume which Jaya Heva imposed upon them, and 
which has nothing unbecoming in it except the cap, a kind of cone cut down and 
bent, and covered with glazed linen ; but, by a singular anomaly, they hold to it more 
than to the rest of their attire, which has pretty generally been exchanged for 
that worn by Europeans: they still preserve their curious head-gear, which is not 
* See the article, Kmah-i-Sanjan, Bombay Asiatic Society, April, 1862. 
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only ugly, but does not protect its wearer from either sun or rain. As for their 
wives, they contrive to blend the ancient costumes of Persia and India in a 
charming manner. 'They drape themselves gracefully in a large and long piece of 
silk, which first being folded about the loins, and forming a petticoat, is rolled 
round tlie bust, and ludf covers the head. They have a curious custom of 
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enveloping the hair in-a white handkerchief, which forms a band over the fore¬ 
head resembling that worn by our nuns. They are generally very pale, sometimes 
very pretty, and appear to enjoy as much liberty as our European women, for they 
are fre([ucntly seen walking in the bazafirs, or appear in the evening in handsome 
carriages fui the promenades fre(iuented by the Iwst .society. 


A PAHSliK MKKCHANT AT DOM HA V. 


wave. Their woraliip is ofl'cred to all the eleiiieiits iii general: to the stars, the 
sea, rivers, and the sacred tree, Hdina; but, above all, to fire, to which alone they 
Juise temples. They hate idols in the same degree as do tlie Jews and Malionietans. 
Their temples are of the plaine,st description, and, although they do not allow 
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strangers to enter the most sacred of them, it is easy to visit some, even at Bombay, 
whicli give an accurate notion of the greatest 

They are generally large buildings, containing a hall supported by columns; 
in the centre of which, under a dome pierced with outlets for the smoke, is the 
grand altar, surmounted l)y a bnizier, in which the sacred fire is burning. This 
iire, which lias not been extinguished for centuries, and wliich was brought from 
Persia by the earliest emigrants, is kept in by supplies of the costliest wood and 
inu.st exquisite perfumes; it would be an unpardonable crime to throw into it any 
inferior sulistance. Some of the priests, called dustours, keep watch day and night 
before the altar, and distribute to the faithful small quantities of the sacretl fire, 
in order that with it they }uay light the fires in their houses that have gone out. 
Notwithstanding the superstitious which mask the comparatively beautiful principles 
of their religion, they are very kderaut, and not greatly bigoted. 

The Tarsees are generally of a gentle and conciliatory disposition, and cultivate 
the society of Europeans, tiieir manners being an exact copy of ours. I'hey have 
magnificent equipages aud sumptuous houses, and give dinners and fetes, but, 
nevertheless, without the refined taste of the European. They are greatly deficient 
in that natural talent jx)sse.ssed by the Indian, for understanding in what luxury 
consi.sts, aud for ananging imposing spectacles. They are in a state of transition, 
neither European nor Indian. I had, however, the opportunity of being present 
at a gi’eat imxiriage ceremony at the house of a rich broker, named Cowasjee 
Jehanghir; aud I certainly tliink that it would be difficult to see greater luxury, 
or to find a more agi'ceable host. Cowasjee’s residence was in the centre of a large 
gaiden, which had been illuminated to the brightness of day. The alleys were 
lighted up with lustres, and the trees were covered with fruit and flowers of fire. 
Scarcely had I entered this enchanted spot when I found myself in the midst of a 
great assemblage of Parsee gentlemen, who, in their ceremonial robes, long, white, 
aud flowing, were walking about, engaged in conversation with one another. Their 
pre.sence iji this, the costume of tlie ancient Persians, gave to Ihe scene an Asiatic 
character, in which of itself it was somewhat wanting. I was kindly received by 
them ; numerous hand-shakings were exchanged, and joining their party I followed 
them into the house. Here 1 found Cowasjee, who conducted me into a richly 
furnished room, where the ceremony was to take place. The dustours, in full 
dress, were standing in a circle, and already reciting their monotonous psalmodies, 
whilst in the meantime a good military band, stationed in the verandali, was 
giving us waltzes aud quadrillas. When all the guests were arranged round the 
vast apartment, the band was ordered to cease playing, and a chief dustour began 
the nuptial hymn in that nasal tone of which the clergy of all religions have the 
exclusive^ privilege. The priests formed in order, aud went to meet the happy 
couple, who entered by one of the principal doors. The young bridegroom, all in 
white, his neck adorned with a garland of flowers, walked by tlie side of the bride, 
who, clad in a superb dress of brocade, half concealed her features from us beneath 
a veil. When they reached the centre of the room the two young jMjople prostrated 
themselves; and, tha chief dustour having taken his place close to them, the group 
was covered with an immense cashmere shawl, which formed a tent and hid them 
completely. A moment afterwards, when the veil was withdrawn, the youthful 
pair were man and wife. Then the bride was surrounded by a large circle of 
Parsee ladie.“, congratulating her, embracing her, or weeping for joy; and the 
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hnaband proceeded to embrace his father, and to shake hands with his friends. 
After this curious ceremony we were invited to go into the garden, where, beneath 
the sombre shade of mai^o and tamarind trees, a magnificent pp^ier was awaiting 
us. The table was covered with the finest wines, the choicest European dishes, 
and the most beautiful flowers of the tropics; and the Pars^es, without the least 
hesitation, did honour to all these delicacies. Strains of English and Indian music 
wore alternately heard. Sometimes we were soothed by a languishing Geojerati 
refrain; sometimes the lively measures of a brilliant Parisian quadrille burst forth. 
Towards eleven o’clock we were introduced to the Parsee ladies. The dresses of most 
of them were covered witli gold, diamonds, and jewels, which, under the influence of 
the numerous lustres, presented a strangely variegated and faiiy-like appearance. 
I talked with some of them, who spoke English admirably, and seemed perfectly 
to understand the rules of conversation. This blending of Indian and, to all 
api)earance, almost European manners could not have taken place on a more 
agreeable day than that of this fete; and, when the hour for departure arrived, 
1 sincerely thanked Cowasjee for his invitation. 

The Parsees have not, like the rest of the Indians, numerous public festivals 
thiit interfere continually with the despatch of business. They have only a small 
number, and are content to celebrate them by private prayers and rejoicings. 
'Ilie feast of Zoroaster, one of the principal, is held in September, when women 
and priests throng the temples, and spend the day in prayer. As for the men, 
they meet in the gardens or by the seaside, and pass their day in amusements of 
every description. The Nowroj, or New Year’s-day, is kept in tlie same way as with 
us; friends make ciills, exchange presents, give dinner-parties, and distribute alms 
to the poor of every sect Ihe only point of which their religion can be called to 
account, and which is really unworthy of people so full of sense and so civilised, 
is the barbarous manner in wliich tliey dispose of their dead. Having already 
mentioned this ceremony in connection with the great Dokhina of Malabar Hill, 
I shall not return to a subject so gloomy. It remains a blot on the otherwise 
noble history of this ancient raca 

The Mussulmans of every sect, inhabiting the island of Bombay, form about 
one-third of the population. A great number are Arabs or Persians, and are, 
propei’ly speaking, only strangers, attracted solely by the prosi>erity of the 
jdace, and who, when once their object is accomplished and their fortune made, 
return to their own country. They therefore do not call for particular notice; 
but, l)esides them, there are a great many tribes, indigenous to Bombay, who 
present in their manners and customs some interesting peculiarities. Amongst 
these, the Shute tribe of the Bhorahs is the most important. Their name signifies, 
in Goojerati, merchants; and they devote themselves, without exception, to 
commerce. The Mussulmans are said to be divided into two rival branches: the 
Sunnis, who accept the oral traditions of Mahomet (or the Sunnat) as of equal rank 
with the Koran, and who revere the memory of the four Imdms, successors of 
the Prophet—Abou Beker, Omar, Osman, and Ali; and the Shiahs, who reject 
the Sunnat, refuse to recognise the Im&ms, and carry their resi)ect for Ali and 
Houssein to the extent of adoration. According to tradition, a missionary 
latter sect, Mollah Ali, arrived in Goojerat and converted the 

Hindoo tribe of the Bhorahs, who live in the neighbourhc; -^^wedabad. The 
Sunni Mussulmans, who are the most numerous, reirard^'***^ horror ns viJe 
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heretics; and this difference of opinion is the cause at Bombay of frequent conflicts 
between the two sects. These Bhorahs possess nearly all the petty traffic of 
Bombay; their shops, which iill the bazaars, are the receptacles of all kinds of 
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up its abode by their side, and has increased the influence they already possessed 
throughout the wliole country: these are the Kadjahs, descendants of the trilw of 
the Ismailiyahs, whose present chief, Aga Khan, is the direct successor of the 
famous* Hassau Salah, the “ Prince of the Assassins,” or the “ Old Man of the 
Mountain,” so renowned at the time of the Crusades. It is not surprising to find, 
in these races converted to Islamism, many of the superstitions of their primitive 
religion. Notwithstanding the rigorously iconochxstic sentiments of their creed, 
it is easy to observe the natural taste which tlie Mahometans of India have for 
emblematic ornaments in their 
|)ublic festivals, where it is no 
mre occurrence to see them 
figuring by hundreds. In the 
rejoicings of the Moharum, 
which take place at the com¬ 
mencement of their year, they 
make temples of gilt paper, 
sometimes of precicnis metals, 
imitating, with more or less 
accuracy, the tomljs of the 
1 mains, which they cast into 
tlie sea after conducting tliem 
in triuni])h tlirougli the city. 

In all this theyaredoubtlcssjier- 
fonning the same ceremony by 
which their ancestors celebrated 
the connnennement of the new 
year, and oflered to the earth 
a tithe of their worldly goods. 

Their wive.s also enjoy a 
greater amount of liberty than 
in other countiies of tlie East. 

They go out into the streets 
with their faces uncovered, and 
are dressed just like the Hin¬ 
doo women. Though some¬ 
times good-looking, they are 
never neat, and often disgust¬ 
ingly dirty; by which they sKm'BNT-cHABMKs. 

can easily lie distinguished 

from their channing fellow-countrywomen, who carry cleanliness to excess, and 
sjxmd much time in bathing. 

Pomliay contains also an imjxirtant colony of Oriental Jews, who, having for 
the most part fjeen settled in the country for centuries, have julopted some of the 
usages of tlie Maliomelans, and camiot easily be distinguished from them. 

The life of the European iidiabitants itself strongly reflects the influences of 
the climate and of the surrounding people. The houses, though furnished most 
luxuriously, contain little that can recall their country to those whom commerce, 
or some other pursuit, has leil to exile themselves in this fine country. The 
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punkahs, eiTonnous fans, which are suspended from the ceiling, and extend the 
whole width of the room, alone give a strange appearance to the interior. The 
bedchambers are vast and gloomy, the windows furnished only with blinds, and 
the beds surrounded with enormous mosquito nets of muslin, and placed in the 
centre of the room. Spacious verandahs, furnished with couches admitting of an 
easy and calm posture, run completely round the house. In the midst of all this, 
a nuralHir of Indian servants, neat and silent, are moving here and there: hamals, 
khansamas, and khitmutgars, who are employed inside the house; sepoys, or 
peons, who run errands or carry letters; malis, or gardeners; bheestis, or water- 
carriers ; meters, or sweepers; and baboudjis, or cooks. Every house has an 
establishment of a dozen servants,who share amongst them the work that could 
easily be done V»y two or three; but it is impossible to dispense with them. 
The man who waits at table would not for the world brush your coat; nor would 
he who cleans the furniture condescend to a lower offica As the dwelling- 
houses are far away from the offices and centres of business, every Europeaij is 
obliged to keep his carriage and horses, which necessitates an entirely different 
stair. In short, hemmed in by this circle of necessities, the European finds him¬ 
self comjielled to maintain a large establishment. 

Many people in Europe liave been observers, at a distance, of that famous 
movement in 1864-65, which, for a moment, raised Bombay to the very height 
of prosperity only to precipitate it into the disorders of a terrible crisis. Having 
been a spectator of this state of things, which was analogous to that which 
agitated France in the time of Jolni Law, I here take the liberty of saying a 
few word.s. America, rent asunder by the horrors of civil war, had deprived 
Europe of one of the elements most necessary to its industrial existence, viz., 
cotton; and India, which had comprehended how imiiortant it was that she 
should attempt to step into the place then, for the time being, vacant, had 
(thanks to her intelligent efforts) become able to supply in a great degree the 
void that had been produced in the means of feeding the manufactures of the 
world. Bombay had then become the emporium of all the cottfin of India. 
Availing lierself of the immen.se advantages of her position, she had contrived 
to attract’to herself the whole of this branch of commerce, and had become 
almost the sole arbitre.ss of it. Incredible fortunes were rapidly accumulated, 
and then, impelled by the longing after speculation which had begun to possess 
their souls, the Indians disinterred the treasures that had been buried for 
centuries, and money overflowed upon the ground. Considering the recon¬ 
struction of the United States an impossibility, the Bombayans foresaw for their 
city a most magnificent future. Instead of seeing in that season merely an 
exceptional piece of good fortune, they thought that nothing could possibly 
reverse their iiro,sperity. Projects sprang into life on all sides; cotton,- while 
remaining as the btisis of their commerce, became merely the pretext for unlimited 
speculation. Intelligent but inconsiderate men estabhshed gigantic companies 
to develop resources which had already attained the height of their development 
A project was organised to enlarge the island, and reclaim from the sea the Back 
Bay. A company was started; and when, some days after the issue of the 
shares, they attained a premium of .^3000, the Si>eculation knew no bounds. 
Many new banks were founded; but all this was on paper only. It was merely 
a game at which everybody was playing. Merchants, officers, public functionaiies. 
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wore only too glad to exchange their silver for wretched scraps of paper; some 
humbled tliemselves so far as to solicit the leaders of the movement, and the 
leading men were regarded as millionaires and demigods. lo spite of the efforts 
of some honourable men, who foresaw the ruin in which this folly would certainly 
end, and who endeavoured to stop the people on the brink of the aby&s, the 
contagion spread throughout the whole island. Even the ladies, seated in their 
chariots, by the seaside, conversed together eagerly on the fluctuations of the 
Exchange; servants risked their wages, and workmen their pay, in this insatiable 
si)oculotion. But when the news of General Lee’s defeat reached Bombay, when 
the banks were closed, when well-established coumiercial houses collapsed, and 
all these shares became waste paper, then there was universal ruin—from the 
greatest to the lea.st, all were struck down. The crash was so severe that even 
the Bank of Bombay was obliged to suspend payment, and the most prudent 
were in their turn dragged into the abjsss created by the speculators. Bombay 
has raised itself slowly and painfully from this fearful crisis; and now it aspires 
anew, but with more prudence, to l)ecome once more the commercial metropolis of 
India 



CHAPTER III. 


EXCURSIONS IN THE BOMBAY HARBOUR. 

Tlie End of the Monsoon.—The Island of Karanjah,—Vultures and Carrion Birds,—A Gigantic 

Tree.—The Caves of Elephanta. 

T length the shy cleared; the incessant showers of the monsoon gave 
place to pleasant breezes from the north-east, and towards the first 
days of October I could dream of commencing my explorations. 
I began by a minute inspection of the llombay group of islands, 
in which it is easy to recognise the Heptanesia of the geo¬ 
grapher Arrian, and which aj)pcar to have been peopled and 
civilised from the most remote anti(piity. This group is composed of a dozen 
islands, the principal of which arc—Sashthi, or Siilsette; Oarapoori, or Elejdianta; 
l)rav6, Bassein, Vemova, Trombay, and Bombay. This last name, M'hich some 
etymologists have derived from the I’ortuguese Buon Bahia, comes, as has been 
before remarked, from Bomba, one of the names of the goddess Mamba Devi, to 
whom the island is dedicated. 

As soon as the rains began to abate, I made my ])reparations for leaving the 
city; and, having marked out my itinerary, L commenced with the islands that 
rise on the opposite side of the bay. I made arrangements with a boatman, the 
owner of a bunder-boat, who engaged, for a moderate sum,-to hike me to the 
islands of Karanjah and Elephanta, and thence to land me at Tannah, in Salsette, 
where my effects were to rejoin me. 

On a fine morning in September I arrived at the Apollo Bier, where the 
bunder-boats congregate, amongst which I found my own, which was soon stored 
with the provisions, guns, hammocks, &c., which I took with me on this my firnt 
expedition. The sun had not yet risen, and the spectacle prescntexl by the 
harbour was most beautiful. Close by, a fleet of vessels, black and silent, lay 
beneath the sea walls of the fort, and seemed to occupy only an insignificant 
space in this majestic bay, whose unbroken surface is lost in the distance of ton 
miles in the mists of the islands. The horizon was bounded by the Ghto, 
whose imposing line of terraces and fantastic peaks were beginning to glow in 
the early brightness of the dawm. I humed the boatmen, and we were soon 
sailing over this superb lake. The bunder-boats, which are employed in the 
harbour, are graceful barqiies of about thirty tons, carrying broad latteen sails, 
and having large and comfortable cabins astern, surrounded with blinds and 
furnished with benches. The crew consists of six or seven sturdy lascars. As 
we proceed, the beauty of the panoramic view increases. The tops of the 
mountains blaze; and the tallest peak, and the one most remarkable for its 
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bizarre form,—Funnel Hill,—assumes the shape of an obelisk, dark below and of 
purple hue above. The islands and the wooded shores, lately hidden from us 
by the mist, suddenly appear; a li,!fht and cool breeze sweeps over the water, 
and the dull noise of awakened IJombay roaches us. How channiug is this 
hour in the tropics! All around is gay and beautiful. Tlie foliage of the trees, 
refreshed by the dews of night, the songs of birds, the soft liglit of daybreak, 
and the splendour of the rising sun, combine to form a whole that speaks to the 
heart, and fills it with the most agreeable emotions. But the sun mounts above 
tlie roseate peaks of the Ghats; the scene rapidly changes, and the vivid light 
jHJCuliar to these regions 
spreads everywhere. Kar- 
unjah, the island towards 
which we are directing our 
course, is still far distant. 

The faint outline of its 
mountains, in the form of 
a camel’s back, rises in the 
midst of a dense mass of 
vegetation, which covers all 
the level portions of the 
island to the very centre, 
and extends down to the 
coast. The straits which 
separate it from the neigh¬ 
bouring continent are sprin¬ 
kled over with innumerable 
fishing-boats; and the.se 
myriads of white points 
set off the deep blue of 
the sea. 

After about an hour’s 
jfieasant sailing, the barque 
was brought as near to 
tlie shore as possible, and 
two of the boatmen, tak¬ 
ing mo on their shoulders, 
trans}»orted me to the 
l)each. 1 was soon joined 
by the few servants I had 
brought with me; and we forthwith set out in quest of a small residence—the only 
one in this part of the island, belonging to a I’arsee, who had been so obliging as to 
place it at my disposal. My men soon found it, and a half-naked Indian, who 
was in charge, opened the door to me at my simple request; so great is the 
confidence reposed in a European by the lower orders of the people. It was 
nothing more than a cabin, to which the Parsee came now and then to entertain 
himselt and his friends; but it was so picturesque that I would not have 
exchanged it for one of the grand houses at Bombay, 

Sitting at my cabin door, while the servants were getting breakfast ready, I 
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contemplated this spectacle, so new to me. The strange and imposing forms ^ 
the trees, the ricli colour of their glossy leaves, the deep shades beneath them, 
and all the exuberant vegetation of this virgin soil, would have made a, lively 
impression even upon one already habituated to tropical scenes; as for myself, 
so recently amved, I was overcome with genuine emotion. Acacias, tamarinds, 
and nims blended their varied foliage by the side of palm, cocoa, and areca trees, 
with their straight and slender trunks; on every side rose numerous trees whose 
names and forms were entirely strange to me. My feelings, however, did not 
prevent me from doing justice to my first breakfast in the jungle. This duty 
fulfilled, I took my gun arid made my way into the forest. Parrots of gay 
plumage, and small green paroquets, flew clamorously amongst the trees, and I 
killed some of them as I saw no other game. 1 saw a good many monkeys; 
but, not having any confidence in my pacific intentions, they prudently kept out 
of the way, so that I could not get a good view of them. I proceeded slowly, 
sometimes forcing a passage through thickets of cactus armed with formidable 
spines, sometimes across a network of creepers. Although the sun was at its 
height, I was by no means inconvenienced; the air was cool, and laden with a 
strong perfume, produced by thousands of purple flowers that hung in clusters 
from certain trees. I had to cross some “nullahs” that were nearly dry, or 
formed a succession of marshes covered with magnificent white and red lotuses : 
but I soon arrived at the foot of the mountain, a regvtlar wall of rocks, steep and 
rugged, which 1 was not disposed to attempt to climb. There was nothing for it, 
therefore, but to retrace my steps and regain my calnn. On my way I heard a 
slight noise close at hand, and, enrions to know what animal it w'as that made it, 
1 advanced softly f rom the verge of the palms that, at this point, bordered flooded 
fields planted with rice. I then saw before me a strange spectacle, though one 
which is by no means rare in that country; a buffalo lay dead, and carrion-birds 
were disputing the ownership of his carcase. They were in considerable numbers: 
enormous vultures with ermined necks and bald heads; buzzards, kites, and 
crows; a collection which would have been the delight of the richest zoological 
gardens in the world. 

Having with some difficulty found my way home, I called the captain of my 
bunder-boat, and ordered him to make every preparation for conveying me to 
the other side of the island, where 1 had been informed there was a temple of 
considerable antiquity. 

In an hour’s time we set sail, leaving the son^ants and the provisions liehind. 
Doubling a promontory that starts up from the sea, and thus renders it impossible 
to go round the island by land, we soon entered a charming bay, overhung on all 
sides by dills; at the head of which were seen the white houses of the village 
of Karanjah. When we were within a short distance of it, we cast anchor and 
hailed a shore-boat, which, putting out, came to take me ashore. It was one of 
those light canoes which the Indians make out of the trunk of a tree, and which 
capsizes on the slightest shifting of balance. I entered it with great misgivings, 
but was landed, safe ^ and sound, in a few minutes, lire arrival of a vessel of 
such conseiiuence as my bunder-boat must have been a rare occurrence in this 
little village; for, on landing, I found a number of the inhabitants assembled on 
the beach, as well as pariah dogs, which barked fiercely on seeing me, Two 
persons in scarves advanced, and, saluting me respectfully, introduced themselves 
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as the ottstom-house officer and the patel, the most important personages in the 
place. Itey kindly proposed to take me to tlieir houses, for rest and refresh¬ 
ment and, on my declining, the patel offered himself and was accepted as my 
giiida This village, almost entirely inhabited by fishermen, possesses fish-curing 
establishments well known throughout the country. Here are ju-ejiared those 
“bummelows,” dry as sticks, but nevertheless savoury, of which tlio English are 
great lovera The patel conducted me to the drying-houses, which are of the 
most primitive description. The fish are brought in fresh, opened and sorted 
beneath large sheds, and then dried in tlie snn ui)on pieces of linen spread on the 
sand. When they are tlioroughly dried, they are slightly smoked and packed in 
baskets of palm-leaves. From thence I went’through the village, along the prin¬ 
cipal street lined with small whitewashed cabins, covered with thatcli, and look¬ 
ing cheerful and well-to-do. The inhabitants, who are Hindoos, and consequently 
content with a little, live in comfort, thanks to the trade in dried fish, which they 
enjoy in common with the other villages of the coast Outside it are some rice- 
plantations and some small fields of vegetables surrounded by high hedges of 
cactus covered with climbing plants. 

The aspect of this side of the island is altogether different from that where 
I was encamped on the same morning. Whilst the vegetation is less rich and 
luxuriant, the general effect is much grander. The forest is composed of gigantic 
and venerable trees, standing at short diatences from each other, and growing out 
of a stony tract of land, devoid of brushwood You can walk, therefore, without 
hindrance, beneath sombra arches of over-spreading foliage, where a delicious 
freshness prevails, and the sea-breeze circulates freely. Some of these trees arc 
of truly e.\'traordmary height and diameter. One of them, a sfl .1 of the most 
beautiful species, is celebrated througliout the country; and pilgrims on their way 
to the temple always set up their encampment beneath the imiHjnetrable shade of 
its branches, which, standing out straight from the trunk, have attained such a 
length that their c.\tremities have given way and rest on the ground. Thus 
they form round the tree a circular dome, beneath which a thousand Indians 
easily find shelter. Quito close to this tree is a banyan not less celebrated, 
and which, according to native tradition, already numl)ers many centuries. The 
parent stem has disappeared; and in its place rises a small temple, which thus is 
in the centre of a tangled mass of natural columns, supporting the branches that 
have given them birth, and forming a majestic though singular edifice. The 
banyan, or Ficus Indica, has the property of throwing oft’ from its branches 
sui>plementary roots, which, growing rapidly, soon become in their turn stems 
which support the parent branch, and continue themselves the work of encroach¬ 
ment. ITiis tree produces small figs, which grow in bunches on the stem and 
branches, and not at their extremities. It is the king of the Indian forests; and, 
according to the popular legends, it was with its leaves that the earliest of man¬ 
kind clothed themselves, and its form gave them the idea of constructing habita¬ 
tions. The worthy patel of Karanjah appeared proud of my admiration for the 
fine trees of his district, and related, with great volubility, i^l the stories relating 
to them. Such a tree had been planted by a Eishi or anchorite of fabulous 
antiquity; another, even at the present time, served as the abode of an evil spirit, 
and its trunk, daubed at the base with red ochre, showed the veneration the 
credulous pilgrims had for him. We soon reached the temple, which is hidden 
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in a thick grove. At tlie first glance I saw that the existing edifice was compar¬ 
atively modern, and, after conversing for some time with one of the priests, 1 
learned that this temple had been built one or two centuries l)efore, on the site 
and with the very remains of an ancient Jain sanctuary, which had been thrown 
down by the invaders. He pointed out some specimens set in the wall, which 
still bore the traces of oniameuts carved with considerable taste. I could obtain 
no very exact information from him as to the origin of the ancient sanctuary; 
and, my researches in quest of some inscription proving unfruitful, I retraced my 
path to the village. On the way I brought down some blue pigeons, and saw, 
asleep beneath the rocks, a ample of snakes of large size, which my guide declared 
were harmless, and were called rock snakes. 

On my return to the vilhige I accepted the pressing offers of the patel, who 



fortliwith brought me some ripe cocoa-nuts, the milk of which I. drank with 
delight. On leaving, 1 slipjxid into his hand a few impees, which procured me 
many salaams up to the moment of my embiirkation. We doubled the promon¬ 
tory, and at five o’clock I wsis once more sitting in my cabia I shall long 
preserve the remi nibrnnce of this my first night in the solitude of the tropics; 
the profound silence, broken only by the sharp cry of the jackd; the thousands of 
I>hosiihorescent insects, lighting up the arches of foliage; and the scents, so sweet 
and so unwholesome, perfuming the atmosphere. I had ordered a large crackling 
fire to be lighted, not to scare away wild beasts, but to drive off those far more 
terrible and far more subtle enemies, the miasmata from the sun'ounding marshea 
Next morning before daybresik we wore all stirring, packing up the provisions 
and lofuling the boat, to return to the neighbouring island of Garapoori Here 
are the excavations of Eleplianta, so justly renowned throughout the world for 
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their l>eauty as a whole, and' the irahiensity of the labour employed upon them. 
Half an hour sufficed to bring us in front of the island, which, though less exten¬ 
sive than Karanjah, presents the same form, parted into two j)eaks, rounded, and 
completely covered with woods up to their very summits. Here, also, the 
shallowness of the coast prevents a sufficiently near aj)proach ; and one has to 
wade ashore, with tlie water waist-liigh, or, what is bettor, to get carried by the 
boatmen. At some little distance from the landing-place is a shapeless mass of 
rock, which represcntoil of old a gigantic elephant, and which has procured for the 
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island the name of Elephanta, which the Portuguese bestowed upon it. At the 
present day one must rely on the veracity of the guides, for the rock does not 
bear tlie least trace of sculpture. 

Behind a dense thicket is found the commencement of a handsome fli<dit of 
steps, cut m tlie solid rock of the mounUin, which leads to the princijial excava- 
tion. It winds through the midst of the forest, sometimes concealing itself beneath 
the thickly growing trees, sometimes skirting the ravine, which divides the island 
into two, and commanding a magnificent view above the top of the palm-trees. 
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The opposite coast, the mountain-peaks on the island of Elephanta and Salsette, 
risin" above the forests which clothe their sides, the beautiful river Tannah, wind¬ 
ing its blue waters .between steep banks crowned with palms that bend gracefully 
over its smooth surface, all form a panorama of enchanting beauty. As regards 
richness of vegetation and beauty of landscape, the harbour of Bombay surpasses 
all the other pcjints of the coasts of India, and has no rival in that respect save 
the island of Ceylon. From whatever point you contemplate it, it always 
furnishes new views of magnificent beauty. 

The flight of steps above mentioned comes out on a large platform planted with 
trees; and, going on a short distance, we suddenly find ourself in front of the 
great cave, whose massive columns seem to be sustaining the mountain. Two 
columns and two pilasters form three great square gateways, which afford a view 
of the dark and my.sterious interior of the temple. The rock which overhangs 
them is covered with a festoon of creepers, the stalks of which hang down nearly 
to the entrance. Scarcely has one crossed the threshold of the sanctuary when 
one feels overcome by that vague and indefinable impression which the great 
works of man’s hand always produce. Hews of columns, losing themselves in the 
darkness, support a* huge ceiling, al)ove which and, as it were, crushing it, appears 
the enormous mass of the mountain. The walls are covered with lofty figures in 
relief, whose fantastic fonns add to the mysterious effect of this subterranean hall. 
The soul feels itself at once transported back to those great epoclis when the 
people carved out for themselves such sanctuaries; and the imagination fills this 
deserted place with priests, clad in shining robes, engaged in celebrating those 
rites at which the multitude assisted with foreheads bowed to the ground. If the 
civilised man finds himself so struck with the grandeur and majesty of this place, 
with what emotions must the credulous people of antiquity have approached these 
caves, the dwelling-place of an implacable deity! 

The plan of this e.xcavation is that of a cross with arms of equal length, and 
with three facades—one towards the interior, the other two over the lateral 
passages. The greatest length of the hall is about forty-eight yards ; and the 
ceiling is supi^rted by twenty-six columns and sixteen pilasters of about sixteen 
or eighteeu fuet in height, of which nearly half have now disappeared. Tlie heavy 
clumsy form of these columns is in strict accordance with the weight they seem 
to bear; and their an-angement in long, straight rows is extremely imposing. 
The pedestal is sejuare and even, sometimes with chiselled sides, and makes up 
half the height of the column; alx)ve it rises a cylindrical shaft, growing slightly 
smaller towards the top, and covered with vertical lines—^forming a tracery of 
network which extends to the fillet of the capitals, llie latter are cut in the 
form of round cushions, pressed down as by the enormous weight of the architraves 
in the shape of l.>eams which pass from column to column, and appear to consti¬ 
tute a framework of timber. The order of these columns is one, of the most 
beautiful that the Hindoos have ever imagined, and is eminently appropriate to 
the architecture of the temple-caves. At the extremity of the majestic colonnade 
that leads from the principal gateway is an altar supporting a gigantic bust, 
representing a (Uviaity with three heads, two of which are only in profile. This 
idol has been for a long time the subject of much discussion among archaeologists 
—some being disj)osed to recognise it as Brahma, under the three symbols of 
creator, preserver, and destroyer; others claiming, and with reason, to find in it 
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all thie attributes of the god Mahadeo, or Siva, to whom the whole temple appeal's 
to liave been consecrated. The latter opinion now no longer admits of the slightest 
doubt; for besides the fact that the Hindoos liave scarcely a temple to Brahma, 
the statues wliich cover the walls nil belong to the worship of Siva. The principal 
face of the idol is calm and benevolent, and, although mutilated, full of expres¬ 
sion; the forehead is covered with a lofty diadem, in the shaiie of a mitre, adorned 
with delicate carvings in imitation of necklaces and trinkets. The figure on the 
right expresses rage, the mouth contorted with grimaces, and the eye starting from 
its socket; the mitre is covered with serpents and skulls; and a hand is held out 
from the altar, grasping a cobra with its hood extended—an emblem of Siva in 
his manifestation as destroyer. The figui'e on the left is smiling, and holds in his 
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hand a flower. The Indians give this god the name of Trimoorti, or triple idol. 
JO lam the temple is dedicated, arid he is the most striking object in it Seen 
from the centre of the principal aisle, which is in front of it, this colossal fi<mre 
stends out in bold relief from the obscure deptlis of the temple, and the vast 
mche which it occupies is guarded by gigantic caryatides. 

On the right of Trimoorti, and facing one of tlie lateral passages, is the sanctuary, 
tire most hallowed spot, in which is placed the lingam, or emblem of Siva. This 
18 a scluare chaiiel with four doorways, and contains a small chamber, in the 
centre of which stands aloft the adored .symbol. The latter consists of a stone 
pillar, rounded at the top, and placed upon another stone of a circular form 
caUed yom, having a small trench round it to carry off the water with which the 
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faithful besprinkle it. The lingam represents Siva in his mysterious emblem of 
generation, and the yoni in that of reproduction. The Brahmins, rejecting every 
evil interpretation of these symbols, see only the principles of Nature personified 
iji their various attributes. To the eyes of the common people the lingam 
rei>resenta Siva, and the yoni his wife I’arvati. This chapel is, in fact, the true 
tenij)le where prayers are ofl’ered up and oblations made, while the immense 
chamber which suirounds it is merely a magnificent accos.sory. The bas-reliefs 
which adorn tlie walls of the cave represent all the acts of the fabulous life of the 
god Siva and his vfirious incarnations. Although executed with much talent and 
tfiste, these sculptures, nevertheless, are too often careles.sly done, and the pro¬ 
portions not correctly observed; the grouping of the figures, moreover, is not 
always very happy, and errs on the same side as the Gothic sculptures—that is 
to say, we have a whimsical assembly of gigantic deities or saints together with 
human beings reduced to a most diminutive scale. The stone on which they are 
carved being a spongy sandstone, the moisture has effaced very many of the 
details; and the Portuguese have assisted the hand of time with their fanatical 
mutilations. It is still easy, however, to follow the subjects with which the fertile 
imagination of the ancient sculptor has covered the wall. Siva and Parvati are 
rei)rcsented in the most diverse attitudes ; sometimes sitting together in Kailas, 
or embracing one another in the most loving manner; sometimes surrounded by 
all the divinities of the Hindoo Olympus, who are engaged in paying them 
homage. I'heir marriage, the birth of Gang.sa, the sacrifice of Daksha, and a 
thoiusand other scenes of Siiiva mythology, fill the vast jianols that lie between 
the jnlasters. A minute description of them, however interesting it might be, 
has been so often given by my predecessors that I will not attempt it. Attentive 
observation of all the details, comprising the vestments, and head-dresses of 
various persons, the ornaments they wear, the type of the figures, and the 
exaggerated rejiresentations of certain parts of the body, teaches us a great deal 
respecting the customs and the aesthetic notions prevalent in those far-di.stant 
age,s. This immense temple has been entirely curved out of the mountain-rock; 
chambers, ceilings, cohimns, and statues all form part of the natural mass. If the 
stone composing it liad been hard and resisting, it is probable that it would have 
busted, one might say, for ever in its primitive state; but, unhappily, it is of a 
yellowish .sandstone, which, though of a sufficiently fine grain and great hardness 
to the chisel, is easily attacked by moisture. Therefore, the columns whose 
surfaces arc the mo.st exposed have been gradually worn away by the water 
which infiltrates through the vaulted roof or accumulates in the hall during the 
rainy sea.son; several have lo.st their pede.stals, and sometimes even part of the 
shaft, and hang from the ceiling like enormous stalactites. On the sides of the 
lateral passages landslips have occurred, and the facades are greatly damaged. 
The iias.sage on the right contains another chapel of the lingam, and also a large 
pool filled wiHi very pure water, which, at a certain distance, disappears horizon¬ 
tally in the rock. On the opjiosite side is another passage in the form of a shaft, 
receiving tlie light from a high opening in the mountain-side, wliich is now 
obscured by creeper^ and some trees whose branches are entwined above. One of 
the sides of this passage is taken up by a chapel, surrounded by a verandah on 
columns, and in front of which two lions of basalt have been placed, which were 
discovered in clearing away the debris of ancient landslips. Some parts of the 
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ceiling and walls of the great'hall still show traces of colour ; wliich prove that 
all the interior was decorated with paintings. It is difficult to fonn a just idea 
of the effect these monuments must have produced, when to tlie beauty and rich¬ 
ness of'the sculpture tliere was added all the splendour of the decoration. The 
statues painted in lively colours, the golden ornaments, the ceilings and the 
columns covered with roses and garlands of llowers, enhanced, by the light of 
torches and lamps, the beauty of these vast and mysterious halls. This magnificent 
temple has been abandoned for more than three centuries; and althougli they still 
hold a small annual fair, during which the great emblem is covered with flowers 
and adored, the Hindoos consider that it has lost all its sanctity. It is probable 
that the Mussuhnans or the Portuguese in soma of their invasions profaned the 
idols, and caused the abandonment of their shrine. The Portuguese distinguished 
themselves liere by shameful Vandalism, mutilating the statues, throwing down 
tlie columns, and, accordmg to their own account, erasing the inscriptions. This 
last act is most to be regretted, because it compels us to remain in uncertainty as 
to the time when this immense excavation was effected. A great many jieojde, 
comparing these works with the vaults cut in the rocks of Nubia, have imagined 
they discovered in their solemn grandeur, in the imjMmng majesty of tlie arrange¬ 
ment, and in the shape of the columns, ornaments, and idols, a striking resemblance 
to the Egj’ptian architecture. Unha]»pily, though this theory may not be entirely 
false, since there exist, in fact, many jMjints of similarity between the Egyptian 
style and the Indian excavations of the highest antiquity, the eaves of Elephauta 
are about the last that have lieen made in this country, and conseipiently, without 
doubt, do not date further back than the ninth century of our era 

I remained all day in the temple to take note of the bas-reliefs; and, my 
servants having brought the cooking utensfls and the luggage, I preferred to pass 
the night there to returning on board the bunder-boat. At night, when my lamp 
was lighted, 1 hung my hammock between two columns and retired to rest. My 
serv'ants, whom the coolne.ss of the cave made shiver, huddled together round a 
large fire heaped up at the feet of Trimoorti; the tall flames from which hghted 
up the centre of the hall and made the genii and monsters appear to be engaged 
in fantastic dances among the flickering shadows of the colonnades, whilst the 
rest of the interior, plunged in impenetrable gloom, gave the appearance of 
mysterious immensity. What a scene for the painter was there in these half- 
naked men, with the livid light of the flame.'? playing upon them, in the midst of 
such surroundings! 
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}*HE extremity of the llombay harbour goes on narrowing itself 
among the islands until the sea, becoming an area of insignifi¬ 
cant width, forms the 'J'aunah Hiver, which separates the island 
of Salsette from the continent The banks of this river, which 
is supplied chiefly by the sea, form one of the most beautiful 
~ 7 S ^ • • and most picturesque scenes to be found in tins favoured 

archi])elago. At its mouth rises the lofty and barren island of Trombay, the 

tallest peak of which measures no less than nine hundred feet; after passing tliis 
island, we glide pleasantly over deep and smooth waters, between richly wooded 
hills and crags. The landscape vaiies every moment Sometimes we skirt those 
vast swamps covered with high grass, to which Bombay owes its jMjmicious 
climate, or pjrns beneath black rocks, piled one upon another, over which creeping 
plants spread a liglit mantle of verdure; sometimes the ruins of a Portuguese 
fortress stand out in the midst of a wood of cocoa-nut trees, or a little village of 
huts formed of branches is seen in the recess of some small creek. The passage 
from Elephanta to Tannah, the principal town in the island of Salsette, is about 
fifteen or sixteen miles, and took us nearly three hours. In front of the town, 
the river naiTOWs considerably, and the two banks are connected by a fine bridge, 
which supplies both a railway and a carriage road. In the middle there is a 
small island, covered with the ruins of the ancient stone bridge constnicted by 
the Portuguese, and the lattlemented towers that commanded the passage ITie 
town, with its lofty Indian houses and its massive prison reflected in the water, 
produces a very fine effect. In the background rise the lofty peaks of the 
mountain-chain that stretches across the island from north to south, and covers it 
with its ratifications. 

I landed on the bank, with all my belongings; and, having discharged Oie 
bunder-boat, I made my way towards a little Portuguese hotel, where I found my 
attendants, whom I had sent on from Bombay with the horses and tents, wliich 
I required for the work of exploring the interior of Salsette. 

'J'annah is a place of some antiquity, and was of very considerable import¬ 
ance at the time of the occupation of the island by the Portuguese; and, during 
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dicir long dominion, it became the capital of this colony, wliich, as everything 
testifies, attained a high degree of prosperity and civilisation. Indeed, if we may 
Iwlieve the accounts of that period, its environs were covered with the gardens 
and magnificent residences of rich merchants. The conquest of the island by the 
Mahrattas in 1737 utterly destroyed its brilliant future; and, although held by 
the English since 1774, Salsotte has never retiched the limit of its past .splendour. 
Tannah itself is still, at the present day, a very fine large town, containing some 
twenty thousand souls. There is nothing aksolutely curious to see at Tannah, 
except, perhajjs, the prison, which contains a great number of inmates, and where 
very beautiful cotton stuH’s, highly valued at Bombay and in the province, are 
produced. The system of discipline appears excellent, and guards against hurting 
the religious prejudices of men comprising so many different castes and creeds. 

At only a very .short distance from this town are the caves of Kenhari, the 
principal group of those ancient excavations which are scattered over nearly the 
whole extent of the island. These temple-caves form one of the most complete 
collections of the superb works with which the Buddhists covered the whole of 
Western and Central India. They are situated nearly in the centre of the chain 
of mountains, and about six miles from Tannah. The traveller who is desirous 
of visiting these renowned monuments must, however, fortify himself for this little 
expedition as though for the longe.st journey. He must take with him tents, 
Imds, provisions, servants, and a cook, if he would not lie in the open air and die 
of hunger. As soon, therefore, as I amved at Tannah I sent on my servants and 
baggage in advance, with orders to pitch my camp near the little vilhige of Tools!; 
which had been recommended to me, not only as being neai’est to the caves, but 
also as being in a very beautiful situation, and capable of furnishing daily pro¬ 
vision for niy suite. Next morning I set off on hoiseback, accompanied by my 
faithful Latchnuln. At a little distance from the town the road enters the jungle, 
and Incomes merely a narrow path, covered with grass, and bordered with brush- 
wooil. The farther we advance, the more attractive becomes the country. At 
first, there are beautiful valleys, sprinkled over with numerous thickets of mango 
and bany.an, and formed by hills of no great height; but soon the vegetation 
becomes more spontaneous, the fruit-trees disappear and give place to acacias, 
willows, and all the other natural products of the forest in that country; the 
mountains rise Irigher, the valleys shrink into narrow ravines, and the traveller 
finds himself in the midst of a scene of grand and savage beauty. What is the 
most remarkable at this season, that is to say, in the montlis of September and 
October, is the vividness and freshness of the foliage of the trees aird of the grass, 
which together give to the whole landscape a green tinge, very beautiful, it is 
true, but somewhat too uniform. Tliis gi-ass, short and smooth, like that of our 
lawns, entirely covers the ground, and even the rocks; but it is of brief duration, 
and cannot re.sist the heat of the sun for more than a few days after the rains. 
At every turn of the road the mountains aiiproach each other more»closely, and 
eventually the village of Toolsi appears, in a circular valley, siUTounded by an 
amphitheatre of wooded heights, one of which rises above the rest, its summit 
bare and rocky; this is Kenhari. I find my tent pitched in a charming s^wt, 
under the shade of a fine banyan, fonning an islet of veixlure in the centre of the 
glade. ITie heat is still insupportable, at the time of my arrival; and the atmo¬ 
sphere of the little valley, heated by the glancing of the sun’s rays upon the rocks, 
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and sheltered from tlie sea breezes, is really suffocating. The tents used in Indian 
travel are so constructed as to be always cool; and with thus object they are 
generally double,—a small tent placed within a larger. They have likewise a 
verandali which protects the sides of the apartment, and a roofing ufwn which tlio 
sun has no effect. The mountain in which these caves are found lies north and 
south; and the craves in (question are cut in its western side. They are disposed 
in several rows and sbjreys, forming a subterranean city in the rocks. At a short 
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distance from my encampment I found the path that leads to the excavations. 
Jhe ascent is tedious and difiicult j the soil, covered with flints and rounded 
agates, is most fatiguing to traverse. The base of the mountain we have to climb 
is so thickly covered with vegetation that nothing can be seen of the caves up to 
the moment when one comes upon a platform, cut out of the mountain-side, upon 
which the first looks out This, the most modem of those of Kenhari, is 
unfinished, so that it displays little of any interest | nevertheless it produces, at 
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iifst sight, a remarkable effect. Belonging to the class of the Bnddhist Chaityas, 
tlie architecture of which has nothing resembling the caves already descrilHid, it 
lias the advantage of a monumental fa<;ade. A poroh supported by coluinna, and 
two arrtecharabers, together with the commencement of the nave, are all that have 
been cut out The columns of the porch are of the same onler as those on the 
island of Elephanta, and this refers the approximate date of the excavation to 
the tenth century. Some inva.sion or some religious war forced the workmen to 
abandon their labours for urgent reasons; and, the founders having lost all their 
power, the cave was abandoned at the point where we see it to-day. It has 
neither lias-reliefs nor inscriptions. From this cave we pass to a long series of 
small cells and apart,ments containing doghopm, whicli offer nothing curious for 
the traveller’s inspection, altliough most important for the stiuly of the ai'clneoio- 
gist, and reach tlie great (Jhaitya cave. In front of the fai^ade, which is deejily 
sunk in the mountain-side, is a court cut in the rock, and closed in, on the 
outside, by a long balustrade, which forms also part of the natural mass. The 
irregularity in the sides of the court, formed by the presence of the neighbouring 
monastery, who.se sanctity doubtless sheltered it from appropriation, somewhat 
injures the general effect, which is, in other respects, very grand. At the bottom 
of the court, the temple, with its exterior front smooth and pierced with three 
square doorways, and live windows on the upper storey, and on each side a high 
sthamba, rests against the perpendicular wall of rocks. These stbambas are imita¬ 
tions of the columns or which the Buddhists always erected at the entrance 
of their temiiles. Tho.se of the Chaitya of Kenhari are polygonal, and about 
eleven feet high. The sthamba on the right supports a group of three lions lying 
down, and at the base us a statue of Buddha sented, with his legs crossed, and his 
head wroatlied round with serpents, or nagius; that on the left dusplays a grouj) 
of dwarf figures. As I have already said, the fa<,wle of the temple is bare: but, 
on close examination, numerous square holes may lie seen, winch must have 
served to support the haIc.onies and wooden ornaments which, brilliantly painted 
and decorated, ainidy supplied the place of sculptures; of the.se there remains 
not the slightest trace at tlie present time. The dimeiusions of the facade are 
about forty feet long and fifty high. Passing through one of the doors, which 
are plain and of coarse workmanship, we enter the vestibule of the temple, which 
is of the same height as the fa<;ade, and which occasions the more astonishment 
lM 3 cause its richness affords a great contrast to the simplicity of the exterior. 
Each of the extremities of this long and narrow chamber is occupied by a cofesal 
standing figure of Buddha These statues, which are no less than nine feet high, 
represent the deified philosopher in the attitude of benediction. He is clad in 
a long, floating rolie, which, nevertheless, completely displays all the outlines of 
the liody. His right arm is raised, and the hand, half closed, appears to be in 
the act of blessing; whilst the left arm presents the hand open, as a proof of 
kindness and goodwill. The face is calm and thoughtful; the ears have their 
lobes hanging dow'n to the shoulders, and the crisped hair forms a diadem upon 
the head. The posture of the idol, rather leaning ujwn one leg and the knees 
slightly bent, is easy, and without the stiffness commonly found in these statues; 
and, although the proportions are somewhat at fault, the whole liears an expres¬ 
sion of grandeur and calm which one cannot but admire. Above the head is 
a tangled mass of oniaments, supported by the pilasters, which forms a rich and 
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original framework. The statue on the left bears an inscription, consisting of 
certain letters in lioman characters, accompanied by the date 78 and a cross, 
which has given rise to many theories on the part of archseologists. Some, con¬ 
sidering that this date, from its anticiuity, cannot be connected with the occapation 
of the island by the Portuguese, fancy they see here a proof of the introduction of 
primitive Christianity at a very remote epoch into India, and of its fusion with 
the existing religion of the country. Others, denying the possibility of this 
hypothesis, pretend tliat the characters have been the work of the Portuguese 
themselves, who had, for a brief perhxl, transformed this temple into a Christian 
church. In my opinion, although the first of these theories is apparently the 
most difficult to sustain, it does not seem altogether destitute of foundation, 
seeing that it is pretty clearly established at the preseirt day that the sect of 
Manichean Christians very early attained a certain degree of influence, and 
rapidly effected a fusion with the P>uddhi8ts, whose religion, in the mfiin, differed 
very little from their own. As for the authenticity of the inscription, it is up to the 
present time impossible to establish it The wall which se])arates the vestibule 
from the interior of the temple has three doorways corres])ouding with those in 
the facjiule; and alKivo the principal entrance is an euonuous arched window 
whiclr reaches nearly to the ceiling. The walls between the doorw'ays arc 
covered with groujis of tall statixes in relief, very inferior in execution to the 
colossal figures in the aisles. 'J'hey are figures of Buddha in different attitudes, 
and of nearly nake<l women of ex.oggerated proj)ortions. The wall on either side 
of the window is without ornament, or presents only a few sculptures of 
insignificant character, and placed at random. The door in the middle opens 
into the great hall of the temple, whose high-arched roof and its extremity 
rounded like a Cothic apse give it the appearance of a Christian cathedral. 
This hall is alxfut eighty-two feet in length, by forty in breadth, and fifty in 
height. These dimensions are still more astounding in reality than they appear in 
figures, when one takes into consideration the immense labour that the excavation 
of such a mass of stone must have co.st, at a time when gunpowder had not been 
invented, so that the r(X’-k had to be overcome with pickaxe and hammer. The 
hall is surrounded by a row of columns which support the roof, and form, with 
the opjxisite walls of rock, two long and nanow aisles, joining together behind the 
altar, and abutting upon the side dot)rways of the vestibule. 

The roof, whose form is nearly ogival, was covered in the interior with ribs of 
wood in imitation of timber-work. The Ixjams, for the most part, have disappeared, 
but their traces are still visible in the stone. At the extremity of the nave rises 
a vast altar sixteen or seventeen feet high, representing the daghoba, or reliquary, 
which the Buddhists always placed in tlieir temples or in close proximity to them. 
It is in the fonu of a hemispherical dome, placed on a cylindrical base, and bearing 
on the summit a pedestal or capital on which the venerated emblem once stood. 
The light, which is admitted through the great window in the facade, falls directly 
upon this altar, which it illumines brilliantly, whilst it leaves the rest of the hall 
in the shade; and the effect thus produced in this subterranean nave makes it one 
of the most imposing temples that the imagination of man has ever conceived. The 
columns, of octagonal form, with heavy bases, and capitals supporting groups of 
elephants and persons, receive only a half-light, and daintily contrast with the 
complete darkness of the lateral aisles; and the spectator, stationed in the gloom, 
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sees with astonishment the gigantic altar surrounded by a resplendent and super¬ 
natural light whose source is hidden from him. This idea of concentrating the 
light on the most important imrt of the temple is singularly Itappy. It produces 
a far more impressive effect than the unskilful distribution of it which some of 
our Gothic architects make in their churches. 

This temple is one of the most beautiful Buddhist Chaityas in India; but it is 
very inferior to those of the Deccan, which I shall have occasion to describe 
hereafter. 

The Cliaityas, which must not be confounded with the other kinds of caves, 
are always distinguished by their remarkable general disposition, such as I have 
described with reference to Kenhari, and of which the following is a summary:— 
A long and lofty nave with ogival roof, terminating in a semicircular apse, in the 
form of a choir; two lateral aisles, parallel, but uniting behind the choir; before 
the nave a wall with three doorways and an immense horseshoe window; and, 
beyond, the great exterior facade, which was generally furnished with wocjden 
galleries and balconies for the musicians. In all these temples the choir is 
occupied by an altar or solid daghoba. The coincidence of this plan with that 
of our ancient basiliciis is as striking as it is exact. Another mo.st interesting 
{jcculiarity in these excavations is the connection that all the details of their 
.architecture appe.ar to have with those wooden stmcttires of which they would be 
merely the reproductions in the rock. The curved beams of the roof alone would 
show how determined the Buddhists were to perpetuate the memory of such an 
origin, for they were not only useless, but must have cost considerable trouble to 
put up. 

The age of the great Chaitya cave of Kenhari has not yet been positively 
ascertained. Some arclimologists have looked upon it as comparatively modem; 
and they take the imperfections of the sculptures and statues as a ground for 
fixing the date of theii- excavation at the ninth or tenth century; that is to say, 
at the eix)ch of the degradation of the Buddhist style. However, the thoroughly 
primitive execution of the ornamentations, added to the form of the daghoba and 
the emi)loymont of wood in the interior, leads me, on the contrary, to estimate 
this cave as amongst the most ancient; and I even think that it would bo an 
eiTor to tr.ace its origin back merely to the third century of our era. 

After leaving the temple, I continued my journey towards the north, and soon 
found, at a little distance, a long flight of steps rudely out out amongst the rocks, 
and skirting a deep ravina The perpendicular walls that hem it in contain 
a numerous series of clminbers, fonning on both sides of this gorge a real 
subterranean city. In every direction are seen gloomy doorways opening into 
the ilank of the mountain, or columns supiwrting heavy peristyles. The effect is 
most e-xtraordinary. A profound silence reigns tliroughout this abandoned city; 
and the stream which flows along the bottom of the ravine falls from rock to rock 
with a dull sound that adds to the savage beauty of the spot The natives 
regarding these caverns as inhabited by demons, the guide who conducts us 
advances with caution. The real demons, liowever, are wild animals, who have 
taken advantage of the labours of the peaceable monks, and find shelter in their 
ancient temples. Nearly at the entrance of the ravine, and On the right bank of 
the torrent, is a long fac^ade resembling a palace, which has given to this grotto 
the name of the “ Cave of the Durbar,” or of the Eoyal Assemblies. The ground- 
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level is formed of shallow niches, above wliich rises a long verandah, supported by 
coliinins. A staircase outside leads to a great hall, about a hundred feet long by 
forty wide, the ceiling of which is supjwrted by a row of columns of rich and 
elegant d(!sign, arranged all round at a little distance from the wall; the sides are 
furnished with cells, and the light is admitted through the great opening of 
the balcony. The insignificant height, which does not attain more than ten feet, 
injui'es the appearance of this hall, which otherwise would be a very fine specimen 
of the ancient Buddhist Viharas. The columns, although well projwrtioned, 
appear to be crushed down; and the first impression on entering the cave is that 
one conhi touch the ceiling with one’s hand. In the centre of the wall facing the 
balcony is a niche, richly decorated, and containing an image of Buddha seated, 
with tlie legs cro.ssed. This is the sanctuary of the monastery, Tlie Buddliist 
Viliaras are always constructed on the same plan. There is generally a s<iuare 
apartment, liaving three of its sides fumisiied with cells for tlie monks, and tiie 
fourth entirely open, by whiclr the air and the liglit find an entrance. Except as 
regards the ornaments, the number of columns, and the dimensions, which vary 
with the different jKjiiods, this general type will serve to identify at once all tlie 
subterranean monasteries excavated by this sect in India. 

These Viliaras were the residences of the Buddhist monks; and in them were 
held the great cha])ters of the various orders. They contained refectories, and, 
in fact, everything necessary for convent life, whilst the Cliaitya, properly sjieak- 
ing, was the church, and was only used for the grand religious ceremonies in 
which the people wore invited to take part. In this arrangement, again, we find 
a striking resemblance to the monastic organisation of the first ages of Chris¬ 
tianity. These convents, excavateil in the rock, were doubtless, at first, merely 
imitations of the caverns in which the earliest ascetics biok up their abode, and 
became, by slow degrees, vast and sumptuous habitations. 'The monks soon per¬ 
ceived the advantages they possessed—being cool in summer, warm in winter, 
and always dry—over the buildings which, at that time, could not readily be 
made to combine all these qualities; and they employed all their fortune and 
all their inlluence to create for themselves everywhere residences so agreeable. 
Kenhari alone contains more tluui a hundred, wl‘ all dimensions. On the opposite 
side is another great excavation, which, being at a very little height above the 
bed of the river, has snflitred greatly from the inundations, its columns being 
nearly all eaten away, or hanging in shapeless blocks from the roof. Proceeding 
up the ravine, we come upon thirty Viharas, communicating wholly by steps cut 
in the rocks. Some consist merely of two or throe cells, placed in a single line, 
and with a portico, supported on columns, in front: others comprise sanctuaries 
containing idols and sundiy ornaments. A little higher up on the mountain is 
another series of caves. These are all Viharas, whose sides are from five-and- 
twenty to live-and-thirty feet long, containing very fine sculptures and columns 
representing a great variety of ordera. Here may be seen also the traces of 
frescoes, which show that these caves were painted in the interior; but the 
remains are too slight to allow of an opinion being formed as to their artistic 
value. 

Kenhari, as now seen, is interesting, not only on account of the great number 
of its curious Buddhist excavations, but also because it presents very beautiful 
examples of different styles, and thus allows the traveller who has no time, to 
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(ixplore the wonders of Ellora and Ajunta to gain an exact idea of llio celebrated 
Cliaityas and Viliaras. The epoch during which these gigantic works were 
executed cannot be fixed precisely. All that can bo said, wijjhout entering into 
a more particular description, is that the most ancient caves, beyond all doubt, 
belong to the first century before Christ, and the most recent are of the same 
age as the great Chaitya cave. 

Near to the last-mentioned group of Viharas is a long and broad terrace, cut 
out of the rock, from which a splendid view of the surrounding country may l)e 
enjoyed. On all sides rise mountains, with serrated ])eaks, ami sides furrowed with 
deep ravines. The narrow valleys are encumbered with a dark and perennial vegeta¬ 
tion, disclosing the presence of s[)rings ; and in the far distance the horizon is form(;d 
by the straight and regular lines of the terraces of the Thull Ghaut mountains. 

The atmosphere of the island, perpetually saturated with moisture derived 
from the neighbouring marshe.s, gives to the foliage a remaikable vividness of 
hue. To this cause also it is owing that the ])eepul-ti-ee attains here an extra¬ 
ordinary degree of development. It grows everywhere—on the most arid rocks, 
and even on the walls, which it covers with its roots. Some of them in the 
valleys are of a gigantic size, in respect both to the extent of the branches and 
the height and girth of the trunk. The latter is covered with a bark which, 
together with its glo.ssy and pointed leaves, gives this tree some little resem¬ 
blance to our plane-trees. The fruit is very small, and grows in bunches on the 
trunk or the branehe.s. 

I spent some days encamped at the village of Toolsi, but, notwithstanding 
the longing I had for a tiger-hunt, I did not succeed in finding a single one. 
The villages of Salsette are as miserable as can possibly be imagined. The huts, 
rudely constructed and roofed with thatch, are dirty and poverty-stricken; as for 
the inhabitants, they get their living principally by making charcoal. They are 
not a high-caste race, are of muscular frames, though generally lean, and seldom 
handsome. Their dress is of the simplest description, consisting of a narrow 
bandage about the loins and a turban of the minutest dimensions. 

From Kenhari 1 proceeded with my camp to the caves of Monpezir, which 
are about seven miles distant from Toolsi. For this purpose I had to traveme 
the whole northern portion of the island, until within a little distance of the 
west coast; and I have rarely enjoyed a more beautiful spectacle than that of 
the forests and wild gorges which cover the central region. I’hero being no 
ro.ad8, the traveller is obliged to follow a narrow, stony path, which sometimes 
leads to the summit of a mountain, sometimes loses itself in the dry bed of a 
deep watercourse. These ravines are nearly always filled with tall grass, in 
which the smaller kinds of game abound; quails, partridges, and hares are fotind 
there in considerable numbers. But, to say nothing of a much more noble kind 
of game, the tiger and the panther, which inhabit these thickets, some spotted 
deer are also found, which afford excellent aj»ort. It is a graceful animal. It 
prefers to live in the ravines, especially during the hot season, and does not 
descend into the plain, except in quest of water. I fell in with several herds of 
them during my journey, but it was with great difficulty that I succeeded in 
bringing one of them down. The females browsed on the high ground, and the 
males courteously stood sentinel. No sooner did they perceive me than the 
signal was given, and the whole troop went bounding away. In order to come 
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within gunshot of them, I had to steal from bush to bush for more than half an 
hour; but at length one of the sentinels paid with his life for the ramble he had 
made me take. 

The caves of Monpezir are situated on the side of a beautiful hill, above 
which rise the ruined walls of a church and of a convent of Portuguese Jesuits. 
The church, whose sunken roofing encumbers nearly the whole of the interipr, 
forms a picturesque object beneath its mantle of ivy and convolvulus. The 
sacred peepul of the Hindoos grows in all the crevices and on the walls of the 
Christian temple. Beneath the church is the principal cave of this group, a 
very interesting Brahminical excavation, and in the style of Elephanta; indeed, 
the columns and the subjects are nearly identical. 

Prom the summit of the hill the view extends over a channing bay, enclosed 
between the pict)iros(]ue promontory of Cora Bundur and the lieautiful island of 
l)n\vi. llie channel opening into the sea is so nanw that the surface of this bay 
is as calm and smooth as a lake. The shores are covered with innumerable cocoa- 
nut and t&ra palm-trees, which, together with some rice plantations, constitute 
the entire wealth of the iM)or villages on this coixst. 

Some miles to the south of Monpezir is another small group of caves, near the 
village of Magatani; but they are so covered with brushwocHl and worn away by 
the rains that they ]iresent no object of curiosity to the ordinary tourist It is 
ca.sy to see, however, that they are of the Vihara or monastic class, and not 
temples. One of them displays itself most picturesquely, behind a screen of 
creeping plants, and on the edge of a small })ool. Next day I was encamped 
about seven miles south of Moni)ezir, near the litthi village of AmrolL In order 
tf) coTiclude- my exploration of Salsette, it only remained for me to visit the group 
of caves of I Ijageysar. These caves are at the distance of a coss * from the village, 
in the side of a small wooded hill. The approaches are very lieautiful, conducting 
through a hollow path, above which banyans, interlacing their branches, form a 
tunnel of foliage. Tlie excavations of this group arc all Hindoo ; and the pririciiml 
one is of the same dimensions and the same architecture as the great cave of 
Elephanta. The bas-reliefs appear to be ipferior in point of execution ; and, the 
floor being loxver than the ground without, the rains have acxsumulated a quantity 
of water which has wrought much havoa 

It will be seen that Salsette is extremely rich in racmoriiils of antiquity, 
and contains, besides the two inifwrtaut groups of Buddhist caves at Keuhari and 
Magatani, the beautiful Brahmin caves of Jygeysir and Monpezir. In no part of 
India, save at Ajunta, do we find such a juxtaposition fif the two rival styles. 

1'his island is connected with its neighbour, Bombay, by a long and broad 
cau.seway acrcKSs the strait wdiich lies between them. The bay formed by this 
imjiortant work alibrds one of the finest points of view in the country. It winds 
about, running irito the land, by which it seems entirely surrounded ; and, on its 
banks, the country-houses of Bandora, Koorla, Iliouah, and Mahim spread them¬ 
selves in the midst of beautiful gardens and groves of cocoa-nut palms. I stayed 
some days at Mahim, which is situate on the northern extremity of the island of 
Bombay, and inspected with curiosity all the remains of the ancient splendour of 
this Portuguese town, which was an important port when Bombay was only a 

• An Indian meaKUTc of distance, equivalent to two English miles or thereabonts, as a coss varies in 
different districts from a mile and a half to two miles and a half. 
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village. It contains a few churches and a great convent, and, altho\igh entirely 
fallen from its former stale of importance, still ijossesscs a considerable ixipulation 
of Portuguese. Placed at a short distance from the swamps, of Salsette, it has 
a very bad reputation, its climate being considered pestilential I unhappily had 
very early experience of it, and was obliged to return in all haste to Bombay, to 
(iiideavour at once to check an intermittent fever. It suffices, as I am informed, 
to remain for some time after sunset under the influence of the land-breeze to bo 
jiretty certainly attacked by the fever. This wind comes charged with all the 
miasmata produced by the abundant vegetation wliich covers tlie marshes for 
many miles, and, before the introduction of quinine, was a fruitful source of fever 
and death. * 



CHAPTER V. 


THE KONKAN AND THE GHAUTS. 

The Land-winil.—Tlie Valley of tlie Oolas.—Callian: its ancient splendour.—The Temple of 
A mbemath. — Sanatoria. — Matheran — The Jungli-wallahs. — Jugglers and A crohats.— 
Khandallah.—The llailway over the Qhauts.—The Caves of Karli.—Kncounter with a 
Tiger. 

liETUKNEl) to Boiiiliay a prey to jungle fever, which hrought 
me very near to deatli’s door. I was the victim of that 
treacherous wind, charged with pe.stilential miasmata, which 
tlie Englisli call “land-wind.” I did not completely recover 
from tliis attack until about the beginning of December, when, 
fearing a relapse, I resolved, before entering the di.strict of 
llajjMiotana, to make a hasty e.xciirsion into Kandeish, an cxjwdition from which 
I should derive a twofold advantage. It would enable me to effect my 
acclimatisation in a part of the country which still afforded ready means of 
communication, and then to visit all the subterranean monuments of Karli, 
Ellora, and Ajuntii. 

(hi the 10 th of December I took train by the (treat Indian Peninsula 
llailway, which unites Bombay with the Deccan, and which has since been 
prolonged to Calcutta. On leaving the island it cro-sses Salsettc, and comes 
out on the mainland opposite Tannali: The narrow belt of land shut in between 
the western side of the Ghauts and the sea is not more than about thirty mil&s 
wide at this point, and forms the southern boundary of the Konkan, one of the 
most lieautiful but least productive districts of India. 

The Ghauts carry their ramifications down to the sea, and thus form small 
valleys, covered with a magnificent natural vegetation, but of little use for 
agriculture. Of these valleys, that along which the railway runs is one of the 
most remarkable. Numerous rice plantations run down to the very brink of the 
pretty river Oolas; and the villagas, though of miserable construction, are large, 
and coquettishly situated near woods or on gently elevated hillocks. 

The Oolas, the principal river of the country, is that of which the group of 
islands of Bombay forms the delta; it is navigable for a short distance by vessels 
of small tonnage. On its bank, Callian, the ancient capital of the Konkan, was 
for a long time one of the first commercial ports on this coast, and probably held 
intercoui-se with the Greeks. I'he great dynasty of the SoMuki raised it to a 
degree of splendour and celebrity of which tradition has preserved the memory. 
Its palaces and its monuments were themes for the songs of the poets, one of 
whom, in the “ Eatan Mala,” a great poem of the seventh century, exclaims, 
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“ Tlio sun passes alternately six raontlis of the year in the north and six months 
in the south, with the sole object of being able to compare the marvellous capital 
of Ceylon with the superb city of Callian.” 

Little of all its ancient grandeur is left to this famous city, which is reduced 
to tlic position of the chief town of an English province. Its bazaars are narrow 
and tortuous, and devoid of interest; but its environs are covered with the ruins 
of palaces and temples of great antiquity, and merit attentive investigation on the 
part of archasologists. I stayed some days, which I spent in visiting all these 
monuments. 

One of the most curious is the great temple of Ambernath, which, although in 
almost complete ruins, is still an imposing struefure. The exterior is covered with 
minute scidptares, executed with the delicnte finish which the Hindoos bestow on 
their masterpieces; and on one of its sides are two elegant columns, supporting a 
liandsome i)ortico. No description could give an accurate idea of all the beauty 
of a style which boars no resemblance to anything of the kind known in Europe. 
It is only when one has the carving before one’s eyes that it is possible to 
appreciate the delicacy and the fertility of invention displayed by the sculptor in 
this monument. 

The country all around is covered with ruins. Carved lintels, bas-reliefs, or 
fragments of columns lie half hidden in the long jungle-grass—ample materials 
for a museum of Hindoo anthpiities. 

On the 15 th of the same month I left Callisin for the Narel station, the 
nearciSt jwint to the famous Sanatorium of Matheran. Nearly all the maladies 
jteculiar to the climate of India yield, in the majority of cases, to a change of 
temirerature, and in particular to the cckjI air of the tablelands of the Ghauts, 
whicli attain an avemge elevation of i 500 to 2000 feet, nic English have 
therefore establislied, on several of tliese tablelands, sanatoria, to which persons 
enfeebled by the disorders incident to the heat of the plains cotne to reennt their 
energies in a purer atmosphere. Barracks have been constructed there for invalid 
sohliers, and many of the merchants and well-to-do inhabitants of Bombay have 
villas, where their wives and children ]iass the hot senson, and to which they 
themselves come on all the festival days, to gather fresh strength from the 
mountain air. I'alanquins and “tattoos” (small ponies) are in waiting at 
■Narel, by means of either of which the traveller may easily reach the summit 
of Matheran. 

Gn leaving the station a crowd of noisy tattoo-wallahs came to offer me their 
services; and, having chosen the animal that appeared to be in Iwat condition, I 
mounted and commenced my ascent. Night was drawing on, and the mountain-toj) 
was purple with the last rays of the setting sun; but, as the moon was then at 
her full, I did not hesitate to enter the gorges that open behind Narel, trusting 
to tlie mild light of the satellite to guide me on my way. To the lieight of 
nearly 1500 feet the rock forms a perpendicular wall, which seems inaccessible, 
and rests on elevated basements, radiating in every direction over the plain. The 
mountain is entirely isolated from the remainder of the chain of the Ghauts, and 
looks hke a vast island of between nine and ten miles long, by one and a half 
or two miles broad. Its summit, which forms a long horizontal tableland, is 
nowhere more than 2000 feet in height. A very good road rises zigzag up its 
northern face, but it is too steep to allow of carriages being used in the ascent 
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I soon found myself in the midst of a fine forest of teak, which covered the 
whole outline of the mountain basements. Most of the trees had already lost 
their foliage, or retained only a few withered leaves. Lofty plane-trees, with 
their whitish trunks and curved boughs, were massed together at the brink of the 
precipice; and here and there a silk-tree spread out its arms, dry and spinous, 
bearing long white flakes. The Indian who was acting as my guide had gone on 
in front, assuring me that there was only one road, and that I could run no risk 
of losing my way; and I remained alone with my miserable steed, which, in spite 
of all my protests in every shape, refused to break into a gallop. Thus at the 
end of an hour I reached the first tableland, rny pony stumbling every moment, 
and I had already serious thoughts of abandoning him and continuing my ascent 
on foot, when the moon rose in all her splendour; and the brightness giving 
courage to my steed, he suddenly set off at a gallop. 

The forest was intersected with glades, which allowed me to see, from time 
to time, the tangled array of ravines and hills which I was going to traverse. My 
rapid course in the midst of this solitude savoured of the fantastic. The wind was 
blowing among the trees; a thousand rumbling noises resounded on the mountain; 
and the vivid light of tlie tropical moon brought out in strong relief all the details 
of the surrounding landscape. At the foot of the steps which, staircase-like, climb 
the perpendicular flank of the principal mass, I pulled up my pony; and, dis¬ 
mounting, I walked on, leading him by the bridle. The road, narrow and cut out 
of the rock, was continually turning this way or that, bringing me sometimes in 
view of the plain, which beneath the light of the moon resembled a vast lake, 
sometimes among the gloomy recesses of the precipices. In some places extensive 
landslips had formed a steep declivity, covered with a thick growth of forest-trees, 
rising from the bottom of the ravines to the summit; and here and there rills of 
spring-water followed the road for a moment, and then bounded into space. The 
higher I climbed, the sharper and more agreeable became the cold. At last I 
reached the upper tablclatid, and rested for an instant at a chowkey—a small 
police-station. Here the transition is abrupt. You feel that you have entered a 
region entirely different from that you have left; for whilst the vegetation on the 
sides of the mountain is still purely tropical, that which covers the summit is of 
a wholly European aspect. One might believe oneself in a well-kept park ; the 
tliickets are bushy, and the trees gracefully formed and arranged in groups, while ’ 
the air is cool and embalmed by thousands of flowers. A beautiful road, spread 
with gravel like a garden alley, running for several miles through the forest, 
brought me at last to the bazaar, a long row of native stalls in the midst of a 
glade; and the hotel was pointed out to me, which I found to be a small and 
very clean house, kept by a Portuguese baker. My four hours’ journey from Narcl 
to tliis spot had fatigued me. 1 was happy to find, therefore, far the first time 
since my amval in India, a good bed without a mosquito-net, and with woollen 
coverings which the cold made me find very agreeable. Next morning I went out 
at an early hour to visit the different points of view, the beauty of which I had 
so many times heard vaunted. A light mist covering the forest, and the leaves, 
whitened by an abundant dew, recalled memories of Europe. A mountaineer was 
waiting for me at the door with a horse. I was soon in the saddle, and followed 
my guide, who preceded me at a trot. The houses of the Europeans, substantially 
built of red stone, crowned every height; alleys ran in every direction, opening 
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out superb vistas. One of the points of the mountain, Louisa Point, terminates 
abruptly, and forms an immense precipice, at the bottom of which enonnous rocks, 
owing to the fall of a landslip through the infiltrations of the rains, makes a 
sublime scene of chaos. At my feet stretched the whole Kohkan down to the 
sea, which glittered in the sun. Bombay and its islands looked like dark points 
surrounded by silvery lines. The plain appeared parched and bare, and the 
watercourses by which it is furrowed were clearly defined by the green lines of 
the trees bordering them, while here and there small villages, surrounded by 
plantations of rice, lent some little animation to the desert tract Nearly in front 
of me rose an isolated mountain, which my guide informed me was Mount Parbul, 
and which is plainly visible from Bombay; au enormous gulf, more than two 
miles wide, separated me from its level summit, which is at the same elevation 
as the sjMJt whereon I stood. I’retty roads that go all round the tableland of 
Matheran extend along by the edge of the precipice, and display a richly varied 
panorama. The salient points of the mountain are marked off by them like the 
angles of a fortress, and so furnish magnificent foregrounds of rocks and forests 
at their several points of view. Far from being completely level, the ground is 
decidedly undulating, and forms, even on the summit of Matheran, small valleys 
and peaks. 

It is inconceivable with what rapidity this pure atmosphere, the coolness of 
the mornings, and the long rides on horseback, act upon frames debilitated by 
the fevers or the heats of the plain. After a few diiys one feels completely 
revived; appetite and sleep return, and one is able to undergo fatigues that 
might prove fatal at Bombay. It is not many years since Matheran first became 
known to Europeans; and its discovery has preserved many a useful life. 

The aboriginal inhabitants of these mountains, whom the Indians contemp¬ 
tuously designate as jungli-wallahs, or savages, present some interesting and 
generally little-known peculiarities. They are large-made and strong, and they 
have lengthy arms and legs, and countenances with high cheek-bones and fiat 
noses. They go nearly naked, and even their women have usually no other 
covering than a scanty piece of linen about the loins. Their huts are round, and 
ingeniously constructed of bamboos intertwined and coated over with loam. 
Their religion has no connection with Brahminisni. Their temples are merely 
heaps of stones painted with red ochre. A tradition exists amongst them, 
according to which the founder of their race was no other than the demon and 
king liavana, who was vanquished by Kama. This goes to show that they are 
the descendants of those aboriginals who were driven back into the mountains by 
the great Hindoo invasion. The presence of Europeans has somewhat civilised 
them, and a great number at the present day supply the bazaar with firewood 
and chickens, fliich they rear in considerable quantities. I had occasion to 
employ several of them to beat the brushwood and to secure the game when 1 
was out shooting, and I observed that kind treatment rendered them amiable, 
gay, and very sei-viceable. They are very artless, laugh at everything, and are 
not deficient in courage. They are passionately fond of tobacco and spirituous 
liquors, which the Bai’sees give them at the bazaars in exchange for their 
pixaiucts. ^ 

Matheran is also the rendezvous of tribes of juj^lers, who may best be 
compared to our gipsies. They assemble during the season on the tableland. 
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nnd perform their tricks from one bungalow to another. Some of them are very 
skilful, and excel in jugglery. Almost entirely naked, and in the middle of your 
room, they will make a serpent disappear, a tree grow and bring forth fruit, or 
water How from an apparently empty vase. OJiers will swallow a sabre, or 

play tricks with sharp knives. 



Each has his special accom¬ 
plishment. Conjurers, acrobats, 
exiiibitors of feats of strength, 
&e., form a subtle and crafty 
tribe, despised but feared by 
the common people, and some¬ 
times powerful. They receive 
here a considerable amount of 
money, especially from the 
European tourists. One of 
their most curious tricks is 
that of the basket and child. 
A child of seven or eight years 
old, standing upright in the 
basket, writhes in convulsions 
under the influence of music, 
and disappears slowly into the 
interior, which is barely large 
enough to contain it. Scarcely 
is it inside when the musicians 
throw themselves upon it, close 
the lid, and pierce the basket 
in every direction with their 
long knives. They strike with 
all their might, until, the 
bamboo giving way, the basket 
is almost completely flattened, 
and seems no longer capable 
of containing anything. Tliey 
then re-f(»iiu the circle and 
resume their chant; to which 
a voice now responds from 
the forest. Tlie sound gradu¬ 
ally approaches, and at last 
seems to com^, from the basket, 
which becomes more and more 
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and the child springs out. 
I’his trick is very adroitly performed, and, though capable of being explained 
to Europeans, excites lively astonishment in the Indian spectators. 

The top trick, is likewise very curious. The juggler gives a vigorous 
impulse to the top, which he places on the top of a small stick balanced on 
his nose; then, according to the request of the spectator, the top suddenly stops, 
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or aj,'ain goes on spinning. This last part of the operation appears to pie by 
far tile most extraordinary. Tliat the top should stop is intelligible ; but that it 
should afterwards continue to revolve, •without any new impetus, and perform these 
altemaite mameuvres for several seconds, is the inexplicable point. I attentively 
examined both the stick and the top, but could discover no trace of mechanical 
contrivance. 

These jugglers have a number of secret artifices of this description, which gain 
them, amongst the Indians, a reputation for sorcery that proves very advantageous. 
The acrobats go through all the feats familiar to Europeans at home, such as 
swinging on the trapeze, climbing and balancing poles, &c., but that which 
consists in receiving on the shoulder a ball of stpne of great height dropped from 
a very considerable height, without the juggler appearing at all hurt, was as yet 
unknown to me, and I thought it most astonishing. 

The finest view to be obtained from Mathcran is that which is commanded from 
the point called that of the Panorama. IJefore the spectiitor rises the chain of 
lliio Mallini, the crest of which, bare and jagged, appears to be crowned with 
innumerable strong castles, with towers and belfries; and in the distance, on 
the other side of a vast plain covered with forests and rivers and sprinkled over 
with villages, extends the long line of the Thull Ghauts, witli their terraces, 
straight and perfectly horizontal, up to the summit, resembling a gigantic 
rampart. On another side, the sea and the islands, with the rich vegetation 
along the coast, complete the magnificeiide of this panorama. 

Some friends had come from Bonikay to visit me; and with them I enjoyed 
many charming excursions and shooting expeditions in the ravines surrounding 
tlie base of Matheran. We thus visited, amongst others, Mount Bao Mallim, 
whose highest peak is surmounted by an ancient fortress, nowadays inaccessible. 
A narrow staircase, of two or three hundred steps cut externally in the rock, led 
to the principal gate, and the ascent was often rendered very dangerous through 
the force of the wind and the want of a handrail. 

From Matheran I proceeded to Kampouli, at the foot of the Ghauts, in 
order to pass the defile of the Bhore Ghaut. The railway,- thanks to the 
immense labour bestowed upon it, now goes direct from Bombay to Poonah, 
ascends the mountains by stages, and penetrates them through tunnels; but an 
insignificant gap in the line at this spot compelled us to adopt the ancient 
system of locomotion. We hiid therefore to procure at Kampouli palamiuins 
and bearers, in order to reach the summit of the mountaia The Ghauts are 
the edges of the great tableland of the Deccan, and consecpiently consist only 
of one rugged side, facing west. Their name is no other than the Hindoo word 
ghaut, or quay, and is singularly appropriate, for these mountains form, all along 
by the sea, an unbroken wtdl, having, at distant intervals, defiles, which the 
Hindoos also call ghauts—stairs descending to the seashore. The village of 
Kampouli is prettily situated on a low hill, at the entrance of a vast circus, 
whose perpendicular sides throw innumerable cascades into the valley below! 
The hills are densely covered with jungle; and upon one of them stands a 
graceful Hindoo temple, with a lofty pointed spire, and porticos adorned with 
columns. The road climbs winding along the mountain-side, »nd the caravan of 
palanquins, conveying all the railway passengers, skirts the brink of the preci¬ 
pices. Night gains upon us when midway up the height, and the cold already 
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makes itself felt. Onr long line of palanquins, escorted by torch-bearers, appears 
and disappears amid the woods and rocks; the moonlight glitters through the 
branches; and our good-natured bearers sing us a slow and monotonous but 



original chorus. jRfe who has not travelled in tropical regions can form no idea 
of the magnificence of such a night. My bearers set me down before the 
bungalow of Khandallah, where, after shouting and knocking at the door for 
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a long time, I at last succeeded in obtaining a meagre supper and a bed. Thao 
dak Lngalows are one of the best institutions for European travellers to be 
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found in India. They are generally small houses, constructed by the Govern¬ 
ment at regular distances from one another, on the great roads that traverse the 
peninsula. Every traveller has the right to demand shelter in them for tlie 
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moderate sum of one rupee, and may have the use of servants, furniture, &c., 
all supplied at the public expense. After occupying the bungalow, or one of 
the chambers, for twenty-four houra, he is bound to give them up to the first 
traveller who drops in. It will readily be understood that in a country where 
hotels and taverns are unknown, and where it would be very difficult for a 
European to find a lodging, these houses are indispensable. Unfortunately their 
number is limited, and the military roads alone are provided with them. 

The bungalow at Khandallah is one of the very few that have survived the 
establishment of the railway in the Bhore Ghaut; and this is owing to its 
admirable position. Situated at the extreme edge of the tableland, it overlooks 
,a deep ravine, whose perpendicular precipices lose themselves in thick forests. 
On one side rises a high mountain, that miglit be taken for a fortress; on the 
otlier, a magnificent cascade leaps from a height of three hundred feet into the 
valley. It is, therefore, always occupied by tourists or picnic-parties, and it is 
difficult to find room there. Half a mile off is the Sanatorium, containing the 
biirracks of the English troops and numerous villas; for the air here is reputed 
to be still more healthy than at Mathoran, on account of the partial clearance of 
timber in the neighbourhood. By a happy chance 1 met with an engineer in the 
employment of the railway company, who had come to superintend certain repairs, 
and who not only gave me much interesting information, but also was so obliging 
as to take me with him to visit the whole line of the Ghauts. The works 
executed on the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway, to enable it to cross the 
mountains, are in no respect inferior to the famous stairs of Giovi or the 
Semmering, between Vienna and Laibach. The total height that had to be 
surmounted was 1830 feet, on a line of fifteen miles, and with a mean incline 
of I in 48. It was necessary to construct eight viaducts, of from thirty to fifty 
arches, and from 50 to 140 feet high; to cut twenty-two tunnels, of a total 
length of about a mjje and three-quarters; and to make embankments containing 
upwards of six millions of cubic feet. All this was completed in seven years, 
and at an expense of upwards of ;^8 00,000. 

The line, throughout its whole extent, commands views of considerable 
grandeur, sometimes overlooking the circus of Kampouli, sometimes traversing 
the mountain, skirting precipices, or crossing wooded gorges, of a depth to turn 
one giddy at the sight below. 

At Khandallah commences the immense triangular tableland comprised 
between the Ghaut district on the east and west and the Vindhijas on the north, 
which bears the name of the Deccan—a word derived from the Sanscrit, and 
signifying the South country. Before continuing my journey towards Poonah, 
J stayed some time to explore the Buddhist caves of Karli and Bairesiah. The 
former are in the west side of a low hill forming part of the chain that rises above 
the Ghauts and extends its ramifications towards Kandeish. An hour’s gallop 
on a good little native horse brought me to the bottom of the circular valley 
of Karli; and a narrow path, half concealed by the brushwood, led me to the 
principal excavation. This is of the Chaitya kind, which I have already 
described in speaking of Kenhari; and it is considered the finest specimen of this 
style that is known in India. Its faijade is infinitely more imposing than that of 
Kenhari, and the sthamba is upright and isolated like an obelisk. Everything 
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allows tlwit this temple was excavated at the time of the greatest purity of the 
Buddhist style. The bas-reliefs, the great window, and the doorways opening on 



i 

the vestibule are executed with the greatest taste and care. The columns which 
surround the nave are more elegant, and the groups surmounting the capitals are 
of more exact proportions, than those of Kenhari. Here also we find the wooden 
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ribs that deck tlie roof in a perfect state of preservation; and the dagoba, or 
altar, resembling that at Keuhari, also has an enormous parasol, likewise of wood, 
the emblem of the omnij)Oteiice of Buddha; which, strange to say, the hand of 
time and the various revolutions that have occurred appear to have spared and 
left in its place for more than eighteen centuri<!8. The cave, however, is itself 
in a perfect state ; and this is to be attributed to the compact nature of the rock, 
which is only very slightly influenced by the damp, and also to the elevated 
position of the floor, which prevents the rain from flooding it. Thus, by a 
providential chance (so to speak), the most beautiful cave in India remains to our 
day in tlie same condition as when it was firat excavated, and permits us to 
admire, in all its magnificence, one of the finest monuments of antiquity. Certain 
inscriptions have been found which, almost conclusively establish the fact that 
the excavation of this Chaitya was effected some time in the course of the two 
centuries immediately preceding the birth of Christ. Some Brahmin priests have 
built, in front of the cave, a small, insignificant-looking temple, dedicated to the 
sanguinary Bhowani; and they conduct the visitor to the different chambem. 
'J’hey are themselves wholly ignorant of the origin or history of these excavations, 
and attribute them to those impure personages, the giants of fabulous times. On 
the right of the great Chaitya is a vihara, or monastery, consisting of three rooms, 
one upon another, cut in the perpendicular face of the rock. These rooms are 
spacious and surieunded by cells, but without any ornament, and they com¬ 
municate with each other by means of staircases within. The sjiot is most 
picturesque. A cascade falls down along the fa(.;ade of the caves, and goes to 
replenish a pool surrounded by fine trees; and the windows of the different 
storeys are half hidden by creeping plants, intertwined and covered with 
flowers. The Buddhist monks, however, greatly appreciated the beauties 
of nature, and their retreats always occupy the most imposing solitudes of the 
mountain. 

The caves of Bairesiah and Badjah are a short distance from Karli, and 
cominise some very interesting Chaityas and viharas; but these offer nothing 
worthy of remark beyond those already described. 

In returning to Khandallah I traversed the whole valley, and stopped at the 
village of Lajiowli, in the neighbourhood of which is a sacred wood of great beauty, 
composed of ancient trees of prodigious height bound to one another by enormous 
creepers?. Profound obscurity reigns there, and myriads of birds sport together on 
the topmost brandies. At the end of a small glade, carpeted with thick grass, and 
traversed by a little rivulet, rises a diminutive temple, mysterious and antique, so 
covered with climbing plants that it is impossible to distingui.sh its shape. I 
apiiroached the entrance; and, not seeing any one, I examined the interior, which 
consisted of a small, dark chamber, containing a lingara, crowned with flowers and 
jilaced between two lighted lamps ; in the corners were some statues, also coated 
over with red ochre. I got back to the bungalow by a narrow and rocky road, 
bordered by mangoes and fig-trees. At the door, I had great difficulty in forcing 
my way through a considerable crowd that had assembled. There had just been 
brought in, on titters, the bodies of an English officer and his Indian guide, who 
had had an unfortunate encounter with a tiger in a wood not far off. The Indian 
had had his breast tom open by a single stroke of the paw; and the officer, 
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though seized by Uie tiger and horribly mutilated, was still alive, but he died a 
short" time after his arrival at the bungalow. 

At,the distance of some miles from the village of KliandaHah are the superb 
caves of Karli, of Bairesiah, aJid of Badjah, which constitute a most interesting 
•'roup. These monuments all belong to the Buddhist style, and date from the 
centuries immediately preceding or following the commencement of the Christian 
era. The great Chaitya of Karli is the finest cave-temple in India, and there 
are so many desenptions of it extant, that I will say no more on the subject. 
As for the othera, they are little known, and, though very interesting from an 
arclueological point of view, differ very little from that of Karli. 
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THE WESTERN DECCAN. 

Pooiiali.—The Palace of the Peishwah. —The Boiidhwar Quarter.—The Hill of Parvali.—Loiii.- 
-Aurnngabail.—Dowlutabail.—Caves of Ellora and Ajuuta. 


HE road from Kliandallah to Pooiiah, tlie capital of the Western 
Deccan, crosses large, bare, and arid plains, bounded by round- 
topped mountains of inconsiderable height. The general asjiect 
of the country offers a striking contrast to the rich ami fertile 
valleys of the Konkan; l»ut if the country is less picturesque, 
it is better cultivated, and is covered, in the season, with beau¬ 
tiful fields of wlitiut and maize. Passing the important military stiition of 
Kirkee, wc at lengtli reached Poouah, which presents itself, with its gardens and 
picturesque Hindoo houses, on the banks of the Moota. 

I took up my (piarters at a tolerably good hotel, kept by a Parsec, and situate 
between the town and the English cantonments. These last, like nearly all 
establishments of the kind, cojisist of good houses surrounded by gardens, and 
standing in the middle of a large open space, or parade-ground, on which the 
barracks arc erected. Here reside all the European inhabitants of Poonah, to 
the number of three or four hundred, exclusive of officers and Govemment func¬ 
tionaries. The town is situate in the centre of a vast plain, nearly destitute of 
trees, which exttuids as far as the blue mountains of Sattara. Each of its seven 
(juiirtcrs bears the name of one of the days of the week. It contains some broad, 
straight streets; but the greater part consists of winding lanes and bazaars. The 
houses of the wealthy, whose basements are of brick and the upper storeys of 
wood and plaster, are remarkable for their carved beams, and their panels covered 
with paintings of gods, elephants, and tigers, executed in very lively colours. 
There arc numerous temples, generally of small size, which have very elegant 
pointed turrets, set round with bell-towers, producing a very graceful effect in 
the midst of the tiled roofs and wooden gables of the neighbouring houses. The 
population is almost entirely Hindoo, so the streets are full of fat Brahmins, 
neatly clad and of jovial aspect; of religious mendicants, almost naked and smutty 
with ashes; and sacred oxen, which w'ander at large in the bazaars, eating what¬ 
ever they fancy at the merchants’ stalls, or lying down and obstructing the way. 
The streets display a degree of cleanliness that puts to shame the black town of 
Bombay, and which is attributable to English influence. In many parts you can 
still see the palaces of the nobles who formed the court of the Pekhwali. The 
palace of the latter is full of memorials of tliis dynasty of ministers. The guide 







PARVATI. 


71 


fi.iintud out an elegant balcony, adorned witli pilasters, from which Mahadcs, the 
young Peishwah, threw himself in 1797. His prime minister, Nana Farnavez, 
liaving reprimanded him in the presence of a general assembly of noltles and 
Maluatta chiefs, the prince, feeling his dignity wounded, threw himself from this 
height, and was killed by the fall. 

The interior of the palace contains nothing remarkable. The courts are 
spacious and deserted ; and the bare chambera are devoid of the draperies, ami 
paintings, and all the animation that make up the beauty of the royal residencies 
of India. On ti e other hand, each room, each corridor, has its tale of strife and 
intrigue. Certain ancient noble houses give a medireval air to the Boudhwar (or 
Wednesday) quarter. The great doors with heavy leaves, the loojiholed windows, 
and the tliick walls surmounted by battlements or massive gables, recall the 
structures of the nobles of Europe in the fourteenth or fifteenth century. They 
arc, for the most part, abandoned and falling into decay. 

To the west of Poonah rises the hill of Parvati, covered with temples, and 
overlooking the magnificent garden of diamonds (llira Baugh), once the favourite 
residence of the Peishwah. There, on the borders of a beautiful piece of water, 
one ol’ their summer palaces still stands—an elegant pavilion supported by 
columns, and half concealed by a thick grove of mango-trees. The apartments 
are elegantly decorated, the cornices and ceilings covered with paintings of 
ilowcrs and fruit; the balconies are shaded by the foliage of the trees; stejjs lead 
down to the pool, to shady banks covered with little kiosks and chapels. A 
night of stops leads to the summit of Parvati, up to the front of the famous 
temple of this goddess, which contains, among other curiosities, a massive silver 
statue of Siva, holding on his knees the statues of Parvati and Ganesa in pure 
gold. It is alleged that these klols have valuable gems for eyes. 

One of the most picturcs({ue ])oiuts about 1 ‘oonah is the SangAm, at the con¬ 
fluence of the Moota and the Moola; which is the spot where the Hindoos burn 
their dead. The banks of the two rivers are covered with cenotaphs and kiosks, 
purely commemorative monuments, for they do not even contain the ashes of the 
departed. They have a gay and smiling aspect, which is perfectly in consonance 
with Hindoo ideas, according to which death is simply a happy transition from 
this life to a better. At night these little pavilions are filled with friends and 
relatives who come to converse, to breathe the cool air from the rivei', and to 
admire the panoramic view of the town, which extends its bazaars and gfirdens to 
the hill of I’arvati. 

Although Poonah is now in the power of the English, the Mahrattas still 
consider it the capital of their country; and the richest among them frequently 
return there to enjoy the gains they have made by commerce elsewhere. Early 
invaded by the Aryan nice, their country had been already designated, from the 
time of Sakya Mooni, under the name of Maha Hachtra, or “ The Great King¬ 
dom.” Its inhabitants, although for the most part husbandmen, have contrived 
to preserve all the characteristics of the warrior caste. 

The Chinese traveller, Hwen Thsang, speaking of them in the seventh 
century, says, “ They prize hqnour and duty, and have a conteiftpt for death. . . . 
'J'heir king has warlike taltes, and places military glory in the first rank; he 
constantly niainta^ sever|| tlioiisand brave men, and many hundreds of fierce 
elephants. ...” They were even then, it appears, celebrated for their cavalry. 
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Subjugated by the Mussulmans, they rose about the end of the sixteenth century, 
attacked the empire of the Moguls, and, victorious everywhere, invaded the whole 
of India and pillaged its treasures. Delhi was theirs; and at one time they were 
masters of the whole country lying between the Himalayas and. the Kriishnah. 
Then dissensions broke out amongst these new rulers, and the English took 
advantage of them. Nearly the whole Malm Eaclitra was annexed to the terri¬ 
tory of the East India Company. The nobles went into exile, and found a refuge 
in the courts of these sovereigns, to which one must needs go in order to study 
the manners and the military qualities which gained such triumphs for these 
“Cossacks of India.” As for the Mahratta peasants, one can learn to recognise 
them in all the country villages. They are generally of the middle height, but 
strong and stoutly built They live on corn, vegetables, and butter, sometimes 
on mutton and boar’s llesh. Strong drinks are allowed by their religion; but 
they rarely abuse the indulgence, and very commonly roach an advanced ago. 
In many communities old men are to be seen of very advanced ago. 

The climate of Poonah is infinitely more agreeable than that of Jlombay. If 
the summer is hot and very dry, the other seasons arc refreshed l)y frcH^uent 
rains. I'he governor of Ujc presidency comes to reside here with his court during 
several months of the year; and his presence gives the town a degree of anima¬ 
tion and gaiety that is not found at th,at time in the capital. 

I made a stay of only one w’eek at Poonah, to arrange for my journey to the 
caves of Ellora and Ajuuta. On the morning of the 15th of January 1865, I 
set out 4vith my caravan. All my followers seemed well pleased to commence 
life in the jungle, and went on their way talking and laugliing. After travelling 
about fifteen miles along a tolerably good road, on which the carriage made easy 
progress, across a flat and uninteresting tract of country, we reaciied the first 
bung.alow, near the village of Loni. It is situated on a lofty eminence, probably 
due to the accumulated rubbish of several centuries, and overlooks gardens and 
fields. From a distance it has the appearance of a mass of mud walls in ruins, 
together wdth a few stunted trees and, here and there, the high-pointed roof of a 
barn covered with tile.s. At the base of the hillock a thick earthen wall surrounds 
the village, to which access is given by two rudely fashioned gates. What 
seemed at a distance to be merely shapeless he.aps of mud are the houses of the 
peiisants,- built of bricks dried in the sun, with flat roofs of loam, thatched, and 
forming terraces. 

On the 16th, at daybreak, I arrived at Ahmednuggur. The ramparts and tall 
slender towers of a fortress keep guard over this populous and busy town, well 
worth a visit of curiosity on account of the semi-Hindoo, semi-Pathan style of its 
houses and baxaars. Outside the town there is a large English military station, 
the gfirdons and trees of which form an oasis in the midst of the parched 2>lain. 

I was shown the spot where the monster cannon of Bijaj)ore was cast, which, 
according to Hindoo accounts, threw stone sliot a efiss, or two miles. 

I have rarely seen a more uninteresting country than that we passed through 
after leaving Ahmednuggur; interminable cotton-fields covering the jdain, a few 
]M)or-looking trees, and here and there a blue mountain appearing on the horizon. 
The Godaveiy waters this immense valley. At this^HMison %is diy, and its bed 
is merely an expanse of fine sand and pebbles. 
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than inhabited houses. The Emperor Aurungzeb fixed his court here, 
and was the cause of its temporary splendour. It is rising in importance now 
througli the notice taken of it by the English, who administer the affairs of the 
country. The new bazaaj-s are large and well laid out, and the houses of an 
elegant style. There is a considerable business done in native silks and brocades, 
and also in exquisite fruits, which are exported as far as Bombay, The ancient 
palace of the Emperor, on the bank of the Doudhna, is a vast ruin, which can 
never have been anything remarkable. Aurungzeb, however, is the only one of 
the Great Moguls who has not left us any monument wortliy to be compared 
with those which his predecessora achieved. Near the palace is the tomb of 
Bahia Dourani, for whom Aurniigzeb, surpassing himself, was anxious to build a 
mausoleum as fine as the Taj of Agra erected by his father. This tomb was only 
a bad copy of the original; but it is calculated to impress the visitor who has 
never seen the wonderful model. 

At a little distance from the town, in the midst of a beautiful sheet of water, 
is another remarkable mausoleum, containing the relics of the famous Mahometan 
saint, Shah Soufi. It is visited every year by great numbers of pilgrims from 
various paits of the Deccan, who come to seek a cure for their complaints or 
pardon for their misdeeds. The climate of Auruugabad is held in great repute. 
Eevers are of rare occurrence, and cholera is unknown, the place being about 
eighteen hundred feet above the level of the sea. The winter is cool, the mean 
temperature being then 64° Ealir. 

SJlStne three or four leagues to the north stands an enormous conical block of 
granite, about one hundred and eighty feet high, bearing on its summit one of the 
most famous fortresses of India, styled Dowlutabad, the “Abode of Fortune.” 
Entirely isolated in the midst of the plain, it must have early attracted the 
attention of the warlike races who took possession of the country. At its base 
rises the town, in which certain savants have supposed they could recognise the 
celebrated Tagara of the Greeks. Later on, under the name of Deogurh, or 
“ Dwelling-place of God,” it became the capital of the sovereigns of the Deccan. 
The Emperor Ala Oudeen removed there in J 294; and one of his successors, 
Mahomed Togluk, struck by the impregnable position of the fort, was desirous of 
making it the capital of Hindostan. With this view he forced the inhabitants of 
Delhi, to the number of sixty thousand, to abandon their city, and to transport 
themselves to Dowlutabad. 

The road leading to the summit of the hill is a long gallery bored in the rock, 
and receiving air and light only through dormer-windows. We ascend by an easy 
incline, passing gratings, trapdoors, and portcullises, ready to check whosoever 
has eluded the vigilance of the sentries. Midway we have to climb a very steep 
staircase, closed in by a horizontal plate of iron pierced with holes. It cannot be 
definitely ascertained to what epoch this marvellous work is to be ascribed; jt is 
probably contemporaneous with the excavations of Ellora. At the exit of this 
road a handsome Saracen gate opens on the exterior rampart, a wall about 
sixteen feet thieje and fifty-two feet high, forming along the ledge of the plateau 
a circumference of more than two miles and a half. The interior of the fortress 
is divided into nine parts by as many concentric enclosures, rising one above 
another up to the hist, which overlooks all the others. 

A few miles of hilly country now separated me from Ellora. On the morning 
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of the 19th our caravan climbed the acclivity of Pipalglidt, a pretty considerable 
work, achieved, as is witnessed by two columns placed by the roadside, by one of 
the nobles of the court of Aurungzeb, In order to gratify the* fanatic zeal of his 
master, this courtier made use of materials from Hindoo temples that had been 
destroyed. The flagging of the pathway is covered with sculptures, indicating 
whence it came. The road emerges upon an extensive plain, covered with 
mausoleums and Mussulman tombs, for the most part in ruins, and hiding their 
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domes and minarets beneath the foli^e of venerable trees. At the farther 
boundary of the plain is the village of Ilauzah (Paradise), around which, more¬ 
over, extends a spacious Mahometan cemetery. It contains the tomb of the 
Emperor Aurungzeb—the plainest monument that has ever been raised in honour 
of a great Mahometan sovereign. Here is also the mausoleum of a famous saint, 
Berham Oudeen, a descendant of the Prophet. * 
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The renowned excavations of Ellora, in the western face of the hill of Bauzah, 
derive their name from a little village, half concealed beneath the trees, at the 
foot of a high wall of rock forming an enormous crescent. Thirty or forty caves 
constitute the Ellora group. There are four temples or Chaityas, twenty-four 
monasteries or Buddhist viharas, and likewise caves of the Jain order, combining 
nearly all the characteristics of the other two classes. The great importance of 
Ellora centres in the fact that wo are enabled here to study the subterranean 
architecture of the Hindoos after surveying works which date from the fourth to 
the tenth century of our era. 

Broceeding along the mountain-side to the height of the excavations, wo pass 
in review temples of indescribable richness and monasteries of grand 2>roportions. 
Oil all sides the rock is excavated, cut into stejis, hollowed out into gigantic 
aiiartments, or sculptured with colossal figures of the Sphinx. Nature unites with 
the labours of man to aid the fantastic effect of tliese scenes. Cascades fall in 
front of the caves; ravines covered with brushwood cover the base of the moun¬ 
tain ; and the deep gorges are full of trees that have lived a hundred years. But 
the marvel of Ellora is the monolithic temple of Kailas, which, in jilace of sombre 
and mysterious caves, disjilays itself as a grand edifice, carved entirely out of a 
single rock, with domes, columns, .sjiires, and obelisks. In the centre of a sjiacious 
court rises the jirincipal pagoda, attaining, with its belfries and towers, a height of 
one hundred feet. All its jwojwrtions are on a gigantic scale, and the ornaments 
are in j^erfect accordance with the grandeur of the whole. A handsome portico 
over a double staircase leads to a vast hall, the roof of which is suiJiiorted by 
several rows of columns, and into which open the doors of live cha2)els. Balconies 
on light pilasters jiruject over the court, and the walls are covered with bas-reliefs 
refiresenting thousands of different figures. At the back of the temple, elcjdiauts 
and lions, placed side by side, seem to suiiport on their backs the entire structure. 
Stone foot-bridges unite the portico to an elegant jiavilion in front, on each side 
of which stands a graceful and unique obelisk. In conteinjdating this niaguificent 
whole, so full of symmetry, of power, and of grandeur, one is tempted to ask 
oneself what mighty genie has been called in to conceive and execute such a 
monument. One defect, one vein, one gap in the mass of basalt, and this achieve¬ 
ment of giants would have been but an abortive attemiit. The otdy point in 
which this marvellous temple is at fault is its confined position. Not finding an 
isolated block out of which they could chisel their edifice, the architects were 
obliged to cut into the very flank of the mountain. They thus formed a court 
upwards of four hundred feet long by two hundred broad, enclosed between per- 
jicndicular walls of rock, the height of which at the back of the temple exceeds 
one hundred feet, but at the sides of the entrance attains only twenty-three feet. 
You must cater the court in order to take in the complete omnMe of the 
maivellous Kailas. Long colonnades adorning the base of the escarpment contain, 
ill a scries of sculjjtures in relief, the most beautiful and most perfect to bo found 
in India, all the deities of the Hindoo mythology. Most of the statues are faulty 
in their proportions; but they have all the grandeur and solemnity that one 
admires in Egyptian works of art. 

I spent a week in visiting all the excavation.s, and then left for Ajunta, about 
fifty rntles distant. 

The valley of gr-ottoes is nearly a mile from the town. A lucturesque path 
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leads to it through a narrow defile, hemmed in between the mountains, and 
abounding with full-grown forest trees, including the banyan, the pecpul, the 



nlm, and the bur, the giants of the Indian forest. Monkeys spring from bough 
to bough, and parrots sport with one another over the banks of the torrent. 
The gorge contracts more and more until it reaches the Satkhound, a beautiful 
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waterfall, which bounds from rock to rock from a height of three hundred feet. 
Tliere the ravine turns suddenly to the right; and it is in the high perpen¬ 
dicular wall facing the defile that the caves are found. For a distance of five 
or six hundred yards the mountain is pierced with a line of doors and verandahs, 
which, placed at a great elevation above the torrent, seem at first sight merely 
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insignificant openings, but in reality are of enormous dimensions. From an 
arcliseological point o f vi ew, this is the most complete and the most beautiful 
group of purely Buddhist grottoes in India; and it is also the most interesting 
to the tourist. 

The magnificence of these monuments surpasses everything that is to be 
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seen at Ellora or in the Konkan. They are not caverns roughly hewn out, 
adorned with sti-ange and mystic statues, hut genuine palaces, elegant, graceful, 
and decorated with admirable paintings. These frescoes, which the hand of 
time h^ kindly spared, have, for the most part, their primitive liveliness of 
colour; and they form a complete museum, perliaps the chief curiosity in this 
laud so rich in memorials. Tlie columns arc ornamented with garlands of flowers, 
with masks, and geometrical designs of exquisite taste; the ceilings are covered 
with rosework, where persons and animals are intermingled with the delicate 
outlines of the arabesques; and the walls are divided into panels, portraying 
various scenes illustrative of the types, costumes, and manners of those bygone 
ages;—Buddhist monks preaching to the people, nvho listen to them admiringly; 
princes and nobles adoring the sacred emblems; processions where the king 
is seen on horseback surrounded by his court, elephants bearing the relics, and 
the whole retinue proceeding to the temple; desperate combats and siegei, in 
which the shock of contending armies, the fury of the besieged as they hurl 
enormous stones from the battlements, and engines of w'ur of every descrijvtiou, 
are reproduced with striking animation and fidelity. By the side of these 
scenes of tumult, groups full of grace and expression represent the private life 
of the period; all the secrets of the ])alace, the harem, the convent, the schools 
are i-evealed to us. Unhappily these paintings will not last much longer. 
As soon as they are chij)ped at one point, the damp detaches the plaster and 
the whole panel falls. These excavations are by no means of one epoch. 'J'he 
most ancient appear to have been in existence for niiuiteen hundred or two 
thousand years; and the most recent date, beyond doubt, from the eighth or 
ninth century. 

After spending some days in exploring, I returiied to Aurangabad, then to 
Boonah. I then resolved to make an excursion to Hyderabad, the capital of the 
Nizam, ^'he railway only took me a portion of the way, viz., as far qs Shola- 
pore, which is a largo and prosperous town, being one of the centres of cotton 
cultivation. A covered cart, drawn by oxen, conveyed me the remainder of my 
journey, which was by no menus a pleasant one. On the i8th of March 1 
reached Secunderabad, an English cantonment, where I procured from the 
English .Resident an introduction to the Dewan, or prime minister of the Nizam. 
I then proceeded on to Hyderabad, which is about six miles from Secunderabad, 
and, after presenting my letter of introduction to a soldier at tlie gate of the city, 
I was conducted to the house of the Dewan, and was ushered into the presence 
of his Excellency Sir Salar Jung. On my requesting permission to see the town, 
he assured me I might remain as long as I liked, and provided mo with a couple 
of choubdars as guides. ' 

The town is divided into four great quarters by two long and wide streets, 
intersecting each other at right angles. At their junction stands the Jaminah 
Masjid, the mosque or cathedral of Hyderabad. It is built entirely of stone, and 
is chiefly remarkable from being the exact copy of the Great Mosque at Mecca, 
The best view of the town is to be obtained from the platform of the Jammah 
Masjid. Hie palace of the Nizam is a huge mass of buildings, of no veiy striking 
character as far as the exterior is concerned, and I was disappointed in not being 
able to see the interior of it. From the general aspect and dress of the inhabit- 
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ants of Hyderabad, it is easy to see that the greater part of the population is 
Mussulman. 

After seeing Hyderabad, I paid a visit to GolcoUdo, the famous fortress of the 
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Dekkan. It iS a regular eagle’s nest, perched on the summit of a steep and 
rocky hill. Here it is that the Nizam keeps his treasure; hence it is, I presume, 
that the name of Golcoiida has become a synonym for Wndless wealth. The 
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diamond mines of Golconda, so well known by name, are situated some miles to 
the east of the fortress. 

On leaving Qoloonda I went to Bijapore, I have not space here to describe 
all the marvellous monuments of this city of ruins; I will tlierefore content 
myself with mentioning two. The first is the Mausoleum of Mohamed Shah, the 
dome of which is larger than that of St. Peter’s at Rome. The second is the 
famous cannon called “ Malik-i-Maidan,” or “ The King of the Plains.” It is the 
largest gun in the world, and was cast by order of the Sultan Ali Adil Shah in 
1549. 

After leaving Bijapore I returned through Sholapore and Poonah, and retired 
from the heat of the plains to Mahabuleshwar, 4Q00 feet above the sea, where I 
employed my time in studying Oordoo, or the camp-language of the Mahometan 
conquerors. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE"NORTHERN KONKAN. 

Bassefii, the ancient Portuguese City.—The Railway and the Castes.—Surat.—The Cotton-fields. 
—Jirouc'h.—The Cornelian Mines of Ratanpore. 

OWARHiS the middle of May I again set out on my travels. 
To reach the north of India two roads were open to me. The 
shortest, hy Indore and Gwalior, had already been followed by 
many; the other, which passes through the country of the 
TUieels and Ilajpootana, was longer, more difficult, more danger- 
I ous, but less known. The antic^uated descriptions given by Tod 
and Ileber promised me such great enjoyment that I did not hesitate to choose 
the latter. 

A young Flemish painter, M. Schaumburg, whose acquaintance I had made 
at Bombay, proposed to accompany me, and I acceded to his request with great 
pleasure. The knowledge which 1 had already gained of India and its inhabi¬ 
tants caused me to dread the isolation in which I should have found myself, in 
the midst of districts containing only a very few Europeans. If it is easy to 
traverse India rapidly, from one end to the other, alone and fearless, while you 
keep in the English provinces and follow the great military ways, it is very diffi¬ 
cult to travel, even slowly, when you pass through the midst of a population 
which, without being opejily hostile, always regards the stranger with distrust. 

On the 22 nd of May I finally quitted the island of Bombay; the country, as 
far as the north of Salsette, being well known to me. The railway traversed 
those beautiful forests which I had seen, some months before, in all their splen¬ 
dour, and which a burning sun was beginning to parch up. At the northern 
point of the island, a magnificent iron viaduct crosses the strait of Ghora Bandar, 
and commands a superb and extensive prospect. On one side the majestic arms 
of the sea lose themselves between wooded banks and huge rocks; on the other, 
a long, steep promontory, crowned by the walls of Bassein, encloses a bay of 
beautiful blue water, on whose surface a hundred native boats are dancing. The 
crenellated ramparts of the ancient Portuguese city now only defend a forest of 
cocoa-nut trees, above which, here and there, may be seen the ruined towers of 
the churches. Bassein was one of the most flourishing Lusitanian colonies. Tlie 
great Albuquerque is buried there, his marble tomb hidden beneath briars and 
creeping plants. All around Bassein, the hiUs are surrounded by forts, castles, 
and convents, for the most part in ruins: in many of the country villages the 
Portuguese element still predominates. 
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Beyond the little village of P&lglmr, we come upon plains covered, as far ns 
the eye can reach, with arecas and taras, standing about twenty paces distant 
from each other, and forming a thinly grown forest of very original appearance. 
The inhabitants of the scanty villages live on the produce of these trees; the 
former of which supplies them with the areca-nut, and the latter with a palm- 
wine, the spirit from which is highly esteemed in the country. Here the railway 
was still an object of curiosity. At the stations, a dense crowd, assembled from 
all the neighbouring villages, carefully contemplated the dff <jharrce, or “fire- 
carriage." A few courageous Bunians trusted themselves to the train; but it was 
easy to see with what scared looks they allowed themselves to be hustled about 
by the porters, who, allowing of no hesitation, pushed them into the carriages and 
shut them in. These poor fellows submitted sorrowfully, but without a murmur, 
to the rule established on the Indian railways, wliieh separates the women from 
the men, on account of the prejudices 
of caste. With melancholy looks they 
followed their corapauiotis, whom au 
oflicial put all together into a carriage 
at the other end of the train. 

On approaching Surat the trees dis¬ 
appear ; the soil becomes of a reddish 
hue, and is covered with cotton-fields: 
to the verge of the horizon extend 
grey, parched fields, producing the kinds 
known under the name of “Surat 
Broach; ” all “ short-staple,” inferior to 
American cotton. Cotton ! everywhere 
cotton !—you will look in vain for a 
field of wheat throughout all this 
immense plain. Here the peasant had 
rooted up his vegetables to grow cotton; 
and at every station he persecuted you 
with questions respecting tlie war that 
was deluging America with blood—a 



fabulous country of whose very posi- bkistw, ob watsb oakiheb. 

tion on the earth he was ignorant. 

In about three hours the walls of the ancient city of Surat appeared behind 
a row of large trees, and the train stopped at a handsome station. Dhwmnis, a 
species of two-wheeled waggon, covered with a tilt, and drawn by those large, 
humped oxen, so white and so beautiful, for which Surat is justly famed, were in 
waiting at the station. I took one, and went for a drive through the city, which 
I entered by an opening in the ramparts—plain walls, without either glacis or 
fosses, but very high, very thick, and furnished with loopholes for matchlock-men. 
This dilapidated wall, which retains its pompous name of Alarapanah, or 
“Protector of the land,” has a circuit of six miles, and is strengthened by 
numerous round towers. 

Surat, whose name signifies “The good city,” in the time of the Ptolemies 
formed part of the great kingdom of Sou Eachtra; it is one of the most ancient 
ports on that coast. It retains few signs of its former splendour. In 1827, a 
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fire destroyed more than six thousand houses, and was succeeded by a flood in 
which a number of the inhabitants perished. The quarter which I first visited 
was the one that had suffered most. The streets were still filled with the blackened 
ruins, and hero and there stood a few gloomy houses, with their brick wtills, their 
carved balcouies, and their wooden columns, the sole remains of the once-famous 
bazaars. One might fancy oneself on the very morrow of the terrible catastrophe. 
An air of sadness reigned over the city, which I at first attributed to the dismal 
aspect of the ruins; but I learned that a frightful attack of cholera was carrying 
off hundreds daily. Processions were passing through the streets carrying the 
statues of tlie gods; tlie temples were surrounded by crowds of women bringing 
offerings; every instant groups of mourners went by, conveying a body to the 
funeral pile. 

With what delight did I breathe the fresh air on the quays that stretch along 
the banks of the Taptee ! The setting sun was gilding the tops of the palm- 
trees ; the majestic river was flowing at my feet, with its port in miniature, and 
a few steamboats were riding at anchor in the midst of a flotilla of patemars 
(coasting vessels) ; on my right, the fortress reared its lofty towers above an 
amphitheatre of roofs and terraces. The lower portion of the city, adjoining the 
port, has been entirely reconstructed; the bazaai-s there are wide, bordered by 
line houses, and filled with a noisy crowd of speculators. The narrow streets I 
went through were imperfectly lighted ; but at the cross roads huge piles of wood 
were burning, the high flames of ■which cast a sinister glare upon the dense crowd 
of invalids who thronged around them. During cholera epidemics the Hindoos 
light large fires to purify the air and enable the poor people to warm themselves. 

The bazaars ol‘ Surat interested me very much, Peautiful silks are sold here, 
and also objects of art, of wrought iron inlaid with gold and silver, which merit 
the reputation they enjoj’' throughout the whole coast. The Parsees, who form a 
considerable section of the population, have a great number of fire-temples; but 
the Buniahs and the Jains predominate. In every street you may meet their 
priests with shaven heads and clad in large mantles. They cover their mouths with 
a veil, to avoid swallowing some insect accidentally, and they cany a small broom 
to clear the spot where they sit down. Here, as at Bombay, is a hospital for 
animals, known in India under the name of Pinjrapol. Into a spacious granary 
attached to this estnhli.shment all the damaged grain from the baztiars is tlu'own, 
for the sustenance of millions of insects, cockroaches, &c.; and visitors are allowed 
to climb the granary ladder to witness the strange spectacle. 

One of the curiosities of Surat is the cemetery belonging to the ancient 
European indigo-factories, which contiiins some beautiful tombs dating from the 
early years of the seventeenth century. In this city France still possesses a 
lodge; that is to say, a field and a half-ruined house, over which the French 
may, if they think proper, hoist the national standard. And this is all that 
remains of the famous factory established by Colbert. 

On the morning of the 2Sth of May I set out by rail, en rotUe for Broach, 
which is about sixty-two miles farther north. The soil, always flat and destitute 
of timber, is concealed beneath plantations of cotton; this is, however, the district 
that produces the famous description called “ Fair Broach.” Near Uncleysur 
station the country becomes deep, owing especially to the frequent inundations of 
the Nerbudda, which we cross before reaching Broach. This river is, next to the 
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Indus the most important of the tributaries of the Sea of Oman. It waters 
Central India, and marks the boundary between Hiiidostaii and the Dekkau; 
and the Hindoos reverence it as miicli as the Ganges. It runs .into the Gulf of 
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Cambay a few miles from Broach; in front of which town its bed has a width of 
about two miles. The railway company has thrown over this river a tine iron 
bridge, consisting of sixty-five triple piles, of a height of nearly forty-eight feet 
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above the mean level of the water, which is rapidly^heightened by the floods 
brought on by the monsoon. 

Broach is the ancient Barygaza, mentioned by Arrian and Ptolemy.^ It was 
one of the first ports opened to the Greeks by the treaties they concluded with 
the kings of Sou Kachtra and the Konkan ; and it bears a great resemblance to 
Surat. The ohief object of curiosity at Broach is the Chandi Musjid, or Silver 
Mosque, which contains the mausoleums of the Nawdbs; one of which, being 
covered with plates of silver, has given to the edifice its imposing name. 
Some of the sarcophagi are of white marble, richly carved, and placed beneath 
canopies of velvet. The famous cornelian mines of Ilatanpore are eighteen 
miles to the east of Broach. ” The road, as far as Soukal Tirth, follows deep 
ravines, formed by the inundations, and comes out at length on to a well- 
cultivated plain. This village, on the bank of the Nerbudda, boasts of very 
fine temples, the most frequented of all in the province by the devout. In the 
immediate neighbourhood is the famous KaMra bar, the oldest and largest banyan 
in India. According to tradition, it was planted by the sage Kabira long before 
the Christian era. By the continual increase of its branches and its abutments, 
it had grown to cover an area of more than a thousand yards’ circumference; but 
a hurricane carried away a considerable portion at the commencement of the 
jiresent century, and it is at the present time reduced to a circumference of 
about six bundled and sixty yards. The central trunk has disappeared for a 
long time past, its place being occupied by a small temple; and the entangle¬ 
ment of the branches and roots is such, and the foliage is so sombre, that it is 
not easy to make one’s way beneath this fantastic roof. The moist and spongy 
soil swarms with scorpions, and hosts of flying foxes live under the shelter of its 
leaves. ’This tree is in itself a little virgin forest. 

We crossed the river in a ferry-boat, at a very picturesque spot above the 
island of Soukal Tirth, which is charmingly situated in the middle of the river, 
whose waters reflect its rugged heights crowned with handsome Hindoo pagodas. 
On the oppbsito bank w'e found a layer of fine sand, which was very fatiguing 
for our horses, and which covers the country as far as the village of Minawara, 
six miles off. Tliis sand appeared sprinkled over with quantities of agates of 
various colours and sizes, increasing in abundance as w'e advanced. Near 
liatanpore, the ground is literally covered with them. ’The mines, which are 
a few miles distant from this village, lie along the side of a low hill. Innumer¬ 
able galleries traverse a thick stratum of loam, or potter’s earth, in which the 
cornelians and agates are embedded. Numbers of people find employment there. 
The stones, when brought to the village, are spread out on the ground and 
exposed to the sun. They are left tlms for from eight to ten months, in 
order that their colour may increase in intensity. They are subsequently 
collected and baked in earthen pots over a fire made with sheep’s dung; any 
other kind of fuel, it appears, is useless for this process.* Under this treatment 
the cornelians change their natural black colour for a brilliant red. The village 
contains seveial establishments where these stones are wrought into balls, orna¬ 
ments, pendants, &c., in which there is a considerable export trade with Africa 
and Arabia. 

These mines are the moie interesting in that they have remained under the 
* Hemsrkable and quite true.—En. 
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exclusive control of the natives. The machinery and the method employed 
prove that the Hindoos are more laborious and more enterprising than people 
are generally willing to admit. 

I left Broach on the 29tli. The railway enters the territory of the Guicowar, 
a powerful Mahratta prince, and the aspect of the country undergoes a sudden 
change. The grey, unvaried plains arc succeeded by a smiling expanse of 
luxuriant vegetation, with fields of bnjiy,* sugar-cane, and jowar,t as far as the 
eye can reach. This district is reputed to be the most fertile in India. The 
Hindoos call it tlie “ Garden of Croojerat,” which, in its turn, is the garden of 
Hindustan. Fine groups of mango, fig, and tamarind trees add to the beauty 
of the landscape; hamlets are hidden in beautiful orchards, and their roofs of 
loam almost disappear beneath the broad leaves of magnificent cncurbitaceous 
trees. The secret of this extraordinary fertility (not to speak of the richness 
of a heavy black soil) lies in the abundant irrigation to which it is subjected. 
Everywhere you hear the grinding of noria wheels, and the measured song of 
the workmen, as they goad the fat oxen employed at the reservoirs; and the 
water flows through the plain in a thousand rills. One would scarcely imagine 
what an air of gaiety and contentment reigns over the inhabitants of this 
favoured soil. The men sing at the plough, accompanied by women of robust but 
■graceful forms, and their children gambol amongst the corn-fields, or drive far 
away from the growing cars the flocks of parrots and other winged thieves. 
Taking_ their stand on some old tree-trunk, they shout with all their might, and 
hurl small stones with their slings. 

Close to the capital one eveiy moment secs numberless herds of antelopes 
bounding over the plain, which fly in dismay at the approach of the train. Like 
all the Hindoo rulers, the Guicowar keeps extensive preserves, abounding with 
game of every description; and I am informed that the few leagues of country 
we traversed contained a great quantity, not only of antelopes, but also of wild 
boars and other game. 

The i-ailway station is a mile and a half or two miles from Ihe town of 
Baioda, near a small permanent camp. 1 at once proceeded, with my whole 
e(iuipago, to the dak bungalow, an elegant house at the entrance of the camp; 
but I there found neither beds nor furniture. Here was a predicament! Not 
supposing that I should Jiavc already been obliged to adopt all the cumbersome 
appliances of jungle life, I had only brought my servants and such luggage as 
was indispensable, reckoning on fitting myself out when 1 was about to leave 
Ahmedabad. Happily I was provided with letters of introduction; so I made 
known my difficulty to an English officer, in the service of the Guicowar, from 
whom I received kind offers of hospitality, which I eagerly accepted. Some 
hours afterwards I was installed, with my belongings, under the roof of my new 
friend, a large bungalow in a charming situation, on the bank of the little river 
Vishwamitra, in a grove of magnificent nlms. 


A kind of millet. 


t A kind of maize. 



CHAPTER VIII. 


BA RODA. 

Tim Town iiinl t.lie Subiirl)*.—Tatia Sahib.—Harrilmkti.—The Great Sownri of tlic Star of the 
South.—The Royal Standard-bearer.—The King’s Elephant.—The Palace.—A Collection of 
Shoes.—His Highness the Guicowur of Barodu.—Our Fir.st Interview.—History of the 
Guicowar Fauiily.—The Motibaugh.—Life at a Hindoo Court.—Bhao Sahib, the Senapati.— 
A wonderful Collection of Diamonds.—King for an Hour !— A Great Review.—The Jesters. 
—Dancing-Girls. 

AKODA is the capital of the territory of one of the most 
powerful princes in India, the Guicowar. I liad been informed 
that this prince received European travellers affably, and was 
assured that, once cstablislied tis his guest, I should assist at 
festivals aiul ceremonies which it would be difticult to witness 
at any other Court in India. Thanks to the numerous letters 
of introduction which I had procured from persons of influence at lloinbay, I was 
certain to be well received by the prince, and to be able to gratify my strong 
desire to see a purely Mahratta Court. These reasons determined me to fix my 
quarters at Haroda for the rainy season, now near at hand, and not to enter 
.Itajpootaua until the autumn. 

My future travelling-companion, M. Schaumburg, was not going to join me 
until a week after my arrival, and so I put off for the present my first visit to 
the Guicowar. 

In order to make these few days pass profitably, the officer with whom I was 
staying offered to introduce me to some influential people about the Court. We 
accordmgly proceeded to the city, which is connected with the English encamp¬ 
ment by a good road, nearly two miles long, passing through charming scenery. 
The great trees bordering it had their branches mutilated, in punishment, it 
appeared, for a crime committed by a parrot; which, pei-ched on one of them, 
offered a terrible affront to the purple robe of the prince. The intercession of 
the courtiers prevailed to save the trees themselves. 

Some handsome temples reared their lofty towers above a small wood. We 
soon reached the Vishwamitra, which is crossed by an old Hindoo bridge, of two 
rows of arches, placed one upon the other. This river, impetuous and irregular 
in its course, lias hollowed for itself, out of the soft and friable ground, a very 
deep bed, flanked by jierpendicular rocks fifty feet high. On the opposite bank 
appear the thickly peopled suburbs of Baroda. Great staircases lead down to 
the water’s edge; and above them rise a thousand bell-towers of temples, together 
with kiosks and tombs, half hidden behind a dense screen of trees. 
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Crossing the bridge, we entered the narrow and crowded streets, through 
which it- took us an hour to reach the gates of the city. Tiiese suburbs contain 
a popi|lation of upwards of one hundred and fifty thousand soijls—far more than 
the town itself; and the houses arc nearly all of wood, and of that picturesque 
style peculiar to the territory of Goojerat. Pagodas and idols are placed at all 
the cross ways, surmounted with coloured banners. In the centre of this unhealthy 
quarter is situated a magnificent hospital, built by the princely house of the 
Guicowars. 

At length wo came to a large monumental gateway, flanked by high round 
towers, the fa9adc of which is painted with figures of monsters and divinities; and, 
the Guicowar’s soldiers presenting arms to us, we entered the city. It is crossed 
at right angles by two spacious streets, dividing it into four quarters, three of 
w’hich contain the houses of the nobles and rich citizens, and the fourth the royal 
palace. At the cro.ssing of those two streets, an immense pavilion, the base of 
which is formed of high stone arches, supports a lofty pyramid of wood, with 
balconies in several storeys, surmounted by a large clock. In whatever part of 
the city or its neighbourhood you may be, you liave always before your eyes this 
monumental clock-tower, with its storeys painted of various colours, and bearing a 
strong resemblance to a Chinese pagoda. 

We alighted from our carriage before the palace of Tatia Sahib Kilidar, to 
whom I had expressed a wish to be presented. This palace, a large brick building, 
differs from the neighbouring houses only in the richness of the carved wood-work, 
and the profusion of colour on its facade. The ground floor is laid out in shops; 
and a single door, very narrow, gives access to the interior. 

My companion, without hesitation, proceeded to ascend a dark staircase, nearly 
perpendicular, and so narrow that I could easily touch both walls with my elbows. 
It was clo.sed in at the summit by a heavy trap-door, which a servant opened and 
then closed after us. “ How,” T asked myself, “ can people who, as I am informed, 
live surrounded by almost sui)crnatural luxury, condemn themselves to go up and 
down such a break-neck affair ? ” The captain explained the reason of this 
singularity. The Mahratta nobles came into this country as usurpers ; mere 
peasants’ sons, they had expelled the ancient nobility. Heing exjiosed to the 
vengeance of the dispossessed landowners, each of them made his palace a fortress 
difficult of approach. Afterwards, their constant quarrels with the soverei'ui 
induced them to retain, as a measure of precaution, a system established as a 
protection against the dagger of the assassin. The staircase always opens into a 
guard-room; and suri)rise is inii)os6ible, for one man could easily defend the 
passage against a hundred. 

We traversed sundry large rooms, several courts, and a labyrinth of corridors. 
The house seemed full of soldiers and attendants of the Kilidar; it was more like 
a barrack than a palace. Some were playing at dice, others singing to the 
accompaniment of the lute, and many w'ere stretched, fast asleep, on the floor. 
On storey after storey we were received by an usher, bearing a silver wand, who 
showed us the way. When we reached tlie fifth floor, we came but on a spacious 
terrace, covering the whole palace, surrounded by elegant apartments with galleries 
in front, supported on columns. Contrary to the European custom, which relegates 
the servants to the upper storey, the master of the house here always occupies it 
himself; indeed, it is by far the coolest and pleasantest part of the house. Out 
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of reach of the emanations from tlie bazaars, the apartments admit the air freely, 
and the terraces, stuccoed, and sheltered from the sun by thick awnings, are 
transformed into capacious rooms. 

We were sliown into the presence of Tatia Sahib, who advanced and shook 
hands with us. Taken unawares by our visit, he was still in a negligent attire, 
which was excused by the heat of the day, and very graciously apologised for not 
liaving received me in a manner worthy of the honour I conferred upon him. We 
sat down on sofas, which were placed in a verandah supported by Moorish 
arcades; the walls of whicli were covered with glasses, pictures, and native 
curiosities. The Kilidar was a man of between twenty-five and thirty years of 
age, and the most perfect typo of a Mahratta. His bust, bare and bronzed, was 
admirably formed; his features delicate and exceedingly handsome. His expres¬ 
sion was somewhat fierce, although his large black eyes, always in motion, his rich 
eanings, and the pearl necklaces that hung down upon his breast gave him an 
efleminate air. 1 had a long conversation with him about Europe, the object of 
my journey, and my plans. He assured me that the king would be happy to see 
me, and would do his best to make my sojourn agreeable. On taking leave, he 
made me a thousand protestations of friendship, begged me to consider his palace 
my own, and showed how much he felt flattered that my first visit was paid to 
him. 

Thence we called on several other nobles, and everywhere I met with the 
same warm reception:—“ they had heard my approaching arrival spoken of at 
Court; ” “ the king had appeared disposed to welcome a French traveller; ” " they 
desired my better acquaintance.” 

The captain proposed that we should call on a great Hindoo lady, the widow 
of Harribakti, the late Keeper of the Eoyal Treasury ; who, free from control, and 
of advanced notions, liked to frequent good European society. Hare indeed, in 
that country, is the opportunity of entering the house of a lady of great fortune 
and high caste. The rules of the zenana are so strict, the prejudices so deeply 
rooted, that even widows scarcely dare break through the purdah,* The widow 
Harribakti received us in a room hung with damask, and magnificently decorated. 
Draped in a thin veil of rose-coloured silk, and half reclining on velvet cushions, 
slio shone forth in the midst of all her splendid surroundings. Her figure was of 
striking beauty; her dress glittered with jewels and gold. When we entered, she 
gracefully rose, and, having shaken hands, invited us to take our seats on each 
side of her. She asked me several questions about Paris, the manners and 
customs of the French, and, above all, the costumes of the ladies. My answers 
sometimes made her laugh; but what astonished her most was that our women 
could bring themselves to go out on foot into the streets and public promenades. 
Her lively and animated conversation on various subjects, and the English words 
she introduced, indicated in this lady a degree of education that one would never 
expect to find within the walls of a zenana. She kindly invited me to repeat my 
visit, and went through the ceremony of the pdnsopari herself; and I withdrew, 
astonished to fiuVi so much grace and amiability. The pdnsopaH is a mixture of 
betel, areca, and lime, which it is the custom to offer to persons of distinction 
when they are on the point of retiring from an interview—a mixture by no means 
agreeable to chew for the first time; but one soon gets used to it. The master 

* Purdah " screen,” the word commonly used in India to designate harem life. 
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of the house also pours rose-water on the hands and boards of his visitors. I 
returned to the camp, delighted with my first excursion, and utterly astounded 
at thq facility with which I had obtained admission into th§se various Hindoo 
houses. 

Some travellers, who have rapidly traversed Iiulia from one end to the other, 
complain of the exclusiveness of the inhabitants, as rendering it impossible to 
make any study of their manners and private life. One of them, M. de Valbezen, 
exclaims, “ There exists a more than Chinese wall between the European and the 
Hindoo, which daily intercourse, even for years, cannot break through. Were 
you to remain twenty years in India, you could never see anything of the Hindoo 
but the outside—what you see in the streets; nothing beyond.” 

It is certain that you will never advance one step towards a knowledge of 
the Hindoo character so long as you are ignorant of the language of the country, 
and refuse to yield to the national habits. As is the case with all imperfectly 
civilised people, the grouiidwork of their character is an extreme distrust of the 
stranger; and when, at a first interview, you clash with it, either by a word of 
which you do not understand the exact import, or by ignorance of native manners 
and customs, the Hindoo will see in it irony or insult, and, do what you may, 
you will never gain his confidence. Punctilious in the extreme on all points of 
etiquette, he entrenches himself behind his prejudices, and so bars the door of his 
house. In those parts whicli have retained a semi-independence, the Hindoo 
shows himself in his natural character; there he is readily accessible, because he 
continues to regard the European as his equal. 

Schaumburg rejoined mo a few days after; and my first care was to go with 

him. to make a call on Colonel W-, the English Eesident, wlio received us 

courteou.sly. licsidents at native Courts are oflicera of high rank in the English 
army, who fill the office of ambassadors and representatives of the supreme power 
of India—the Queen of England. They deal with subjects relating to Europeans, 
and conduct the foreign affairs of the Sbites to which they are accredited. The 
traveller an-iving in a Hindoo caj)ital is bound to give notice to the Resident, 
who has the right, in the case of bad antecedents, to refuse him permission to 
stay there. 

Next day, the i ith of June, I wrote to the Giu'cowar, announcing our arrival 
in official form, and requesting an interview. The answer came the same evening, 
delivered verbally by his private secretary, a Khayet, a clever diplomatist, and 
who spoke English very well. The king sent us his sal&ms, and had heard with 
pleasure of the arrival of two French travellers (the Hindoos knowing only the 
great countries of Europe, the nationality of Belgium was unknown to his majesty, 
who had supposed it was only a part of France); but he excused himself from 
receiving us for the next few days, pleading important matters of business. I 
at first thought this was a polite refusal; but the Khayet added that the rajah 
was going to take part in a great Sowari, or procession, next day, and had had a 
place in the city made ready from which we could see the whole ceremony. 
Moreover, he had given orders that one of the royal carriages‘and an elephant 
should be at our disposal during the whole time of our stay at Baroda. This last 
obligation dispelled my suspicious, and I begged the secretary to convey my 
thanks to the king. 

At the appointed hour, the Khayet, Ruttanram by name, came for us. The 
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road was obstructed by a dense crowd hunying to the festival; and the horse¬ 
men who formed our escort had great diflSculty in forcing a way for us by the 
use of strong language. The approaches to the river were covered by an immense 
multitude, and all the houses were decorated with banners and orifiammes. At 
a little distance, a balcony had been prepared for us, with arm-chairs and carpets, 
overlooking a long street, through which the Sowari was to pass. The maharajah 
having imrehased, a short time before, one of the most celebrated diamonds in 
the world, the “ Star of the South,” had determined that this jewel should have 
the honour of a triumphal entry into his capital, and should be solemnly conveyed 
to the temple, to be there blessed by the jjriests. The crowd, greedy of such 
spectacles, had assembled along the lino of the procession, and was impatiently 
awaiting its approach. I have never since had the oi^jwrtunity of seeing the 
Hindoo people under more beautiful and more amusing colours t! in on th '■ day. 
One might have fancied oneself in the Middle Ages, so strongly did the brilliant 
costumes and the demeanour of the crowd recall the descriptions given of that 
epoch. Here a group of peasants, with enormous turbans, liand in hand, their 
noses in the air and their eyes wide open, are following one of the royal wrestlers 
—a giant with the bearing of a pugilist. Their wives, gracefully attired 1.: silks 
of Goojerat, profusely covered with heavy ornaments of gold and silve , stoji 
before the stalls of half-naked fakirs, who are exhibiting idols and relating 
legends. Farther on, a number of citizens, merchants, and scribes, clad in white, 
with small coloured turbans, and copper ink-bottles hanging from their girdles, 
form an animated circle. They criticise the prince’s new acquisition, wliich can 
only bring them fresh imposts. Mahrattas, with coats embroidered with gold, 
and rapiers at their sides; Buniahs of the bazaars; poor, half-naked dhers, with 
their fierce-looking faces, their simple necklaces of shells, and their bows and 
arrows; and gay dancing-girls, in tight pantaloons, followed by their musicians, 
pass and rcqiass through the midst of the crowd. Here are the heralds-at-arms 
on horseback, with their long trumpets docked with draiioiy. They are clearing 
a way for their lord, who, covered with velvet and precious stones, and ’ is brow 
encircled with a sirphej* inlaid with diamonds, which half conceals hi .,..p, 
arrives prancing on his horse, which is richly caparisoned. As *ie pass 5 our 
balcony he raises his head, and, seeing us, gracefully salutes ns. He is > 'i- ; 
Maliratta noble, who is going with his suite to the jialace to j the t'r \ 
Elegant ricUs,f covered with light gilded domes from whi>.a harnr snken cuimins, 
pass along, drawn by white oxen. These are the carriage.*’ of the ladm.. ei; the 
Court, who arc going to station themselves behind some marbh trellis to witness 
the ceremony. The curtains are opened now and then, but so discreetly that 
only two beautiful, inquisitive eyes can bo seen. Young and pretty slaves, 
dressed in rose-colour, sit op the'steps of their mistress’s eamage, whose place 
they may perhaps take to-morrow. The scenes are inniutely varied. A magnifi¬ 
cent giraffe, saddled, bridled, and splendidly harnessed, is led through the bazaars 
by the royal servants, to the great admiration of the multitude, who raised shouts 
enough to frighteh a less timid animal. The air resounds with a confused uproar 
of cries, songs, and music, compared to which the noise of a Parisian/dfc would 
be silence itself. 1 was never tired of contemplating this spectacle, so new to 
mo, and so far surpassing all my expectations. I was struck with the love of 

* A gold plate whioh is fixed in front of the turban. t Hindoo carriagoe. 
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luxury and the chivalrous tastes of this people. Ruttaurain, who observed my 
admiration, repeatedly assured me, “This is nothing. Sahib. It is the Sowari of 
the great Guicowar that you will find really beautiful." At last the iwocession, 
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would be a task which I could not undertake, for fear of wearying the reader. 
But I can say this, that I have never witnessed in the whole of India, nor even 
in Europe, a scene of greater pomp, splendour, and solemnity. When the pro¬ 
cession had passed; I remained completely dazzled by what I had seen. I could 
not have believed that there still, even in our days, existed a spot where could 
be found, in all their magnificence, the most imposing pageants of the Thousand 
and One Nights. % 

First came the rajah’s regular troops, under tlie command of European 
officers; then corps of Arabs, squadrons of Mahratta cavalry, purdassis, field- 
.-irtilleiy, musketeers, halberdiers, gunners mounted on dromedaries; lastly, some 
regiments of the Guicowar’s army. All these took at least an hour to pass. 
Beliind them came the royal standard-bearer, on a magnificent elephant painted 
and covered with embroidered housings. He carried a flag of cloth of gold, the 
staff of which was more than forty feet long. He was surrounded by picked 
horsemen, whose duty it was to defend the standard in battle. Armed w’ith long 
lances and broad tulwars* their hands covered with steel gauntlets, they w'ere 
attired with unheard-of richness. Their close-fitting tunics of crimson velvet, 
their tight breeches and pointed shoes, formed the most perfect costume for a 
cavalier that it is possible to imagine. Some wore a small steel morion, bound 
on by the turban, and a Saracen coat of mail; others had thick cuirasses of 
buffalo-hide, richly embroidered. Their lance-heads were silver, and their shields 
of transparent rhinoceros-skin, adorned with golden bosses. After them came a 
I)erfect regiment of drums of all shapes and sizes, from the huge heavy pair borne 
by elephants or camels, down to the little tom-tom: the sight was more agreeable 
than the sound. The nobles of the realm followed, each of them covered with 
gold and precious stones, and mounted on a horse whose coat could scarcely be 
distinguished beneath the trappings and the bridle plated with silver and the 
richly embroidered housing. Proudly they rode by, making their horses curvet 
in the Mahratta fashion; and their retaincra surrounded them, bearing their 
banners, while heralds made themselves hoarse with proclaiming the glory and 
magnificence of their masters. This blending together of rich vestments, this 
clanging of swords and jingling of trinkets, these line young men on their pran¬ 
cing horses, all these plumes, these lances, these banderols, made up a brilliant 
spectacle, before which our grandest ceremonies grow pale. 

The nobles were followed by the high functionaries of the realm—the 
ministers, the governors of provinces, the chief priests, and the principal courtiers. 
Each of these great personages was mounted on a fine elephant, whose immense 
covering of gold-fringed velvet hung down to the ground. Twenty-four of these 
creatures passed by, with grave and majestic air; it was evident that the intel¬ 
ligent animals appreciated the richness of their ornaments. Most of them had 
their trunks and foreheads painted in fantastic designs, and boro on their heads 
tall crests of white feathers. Each of the aforesaid dignitaries was seated, cross- 
legged, in a rich howdahi of silver; and over his head was a magnificent parasol, 
the degree of its richness indicating the rank held at court by its owner. 

This part of the procession was really as enchanting as a fairy-scene. With 
what taste the whole ceremony had been laid out! How skilfully all these 
soldiers, horsemen, and elephants had been grouped so as to strike the feelings 

* Curved sabres. t //oMtio*, " a gala seat,” which is placed on the backs of elephants 




on which the king sits is a gigantic animal. The howdah, of massive gold—a 
present from the Queen of England—sparkles with jewek The Guicowar is 
seated in it on embroidered cushions. He wears a red velvet tunic, over which a 
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profusion of magnificent jewels is spread; his turban is adorned with an aigrette 
of diamonds, amongst which blazes the “ Star of the South.” Behind him sits 
the prime minister, in a plain dress. On the footboards, on each side of the 
elephant, stand four men, clad in elegant attire. One of them carries the hookah 
presented to his Majesty by the Viceroy of India; the others wave fans composed 
of peacocks’ feathers. Amongst them also is the king’s hemld, who every 
moment unfolds a laigo piece of cloth of gold, while he cries out: “ Snmunt 
Sircar! Khunderao GaicowarI Sena Khds Klml! SJaimshar Bahadoor!” which 
signifies, “ Behold the King of Kings, Khunderao Guicowar, whose army is invin¬ 
cible, whose courage is indomitable! ” At these words the crowd prostrated 
themselves until the elephant had passed, 'rhe latter, completely hid under his 
ornaments, resembled a mountain of gold sparkling with diamonds. He was 
surrounded by men burning perfumes, the blue vapours from which gave the 
scene a somewhat mystic character. 

When the king was passing oiir balcony, we rose to salute him; and ho 
responded with a kind smile and a wave of his hand. Shortly afterwards we 
heard the cannon thunder, announcing the moment of the solemn benediction. 
'I'lien the cortege repassed in the same order, and it was eight o’clock before we 
got back to the captain’s bungalow. I almost fancied, that evening, that I had 
been in a dream, as I recalled to memory all the magnificent displays I had 
witnessed during the day. 

On the 16th of June, Iluttanram came, on behalf of the king, to invite us to 
the palace. He got into the cairiage with us; and about an hour afterwards we 
alighted at the principal entrance, a simple flight of steps, at the summit of 
which was stationed the guard, who presented arms to us as wo proceeded to 
mount one of those narrow, dark staircases I have already described. The rooms 
were decorated with tapestry, and had a rich appearance on the whole, though of 
small size. We at length reached the immense upper terrace, upon which, on all 
sides, rose kiosks and pavilions, some of them four storeys high. This mass of 
buildings, planted on the summit of an edifice almost entirely of wood, and whose 
foundations were soaking in a damp soil, betokened groat audacity on the part of 
the architects, and still more confidence on that of the king; for the white ants 
could easily bring this imposing structure to the ground in a short time. The 
space covered by this palace is so laid out that the terrace forms a labyrinth of 
courts and corridors, renderihg it necessary to have a guide. We passed through 
a gallery the floor of which was literally covered with shoes. This was the 
royal antechamber. Oriental etiquette compels every visitor to leave his shoes 
at the door before entering the royal presence, just as, with us, it is usual to take 
off the hat. Here was a complete collection of all kinds, from the richly gilt 
shoe with its point a foot long, to the small silk slipper. An experienced courtier, 
examining these shoes, would have been able to point out to us the rank, caste, 
and ages of all the persons at that moment in the king’s presence. Our claim as 
Europeans exempted us from the operation of this custom, and we entered, 
booted, into the long verandah, where the king was holding his Court A clwvhdar, 
or usher with a “gold stick, made a passage for us through the crowd of applicants, 
officers, and courtiers, and announced our arrival to his sovereign by the 
customary “ Maharaj! Salftm! ” The king rose, advanced a few steps towards 
us, and, Ruttanram having presented us, shook us each by the hand, and made us 
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take our seats beside him, on a large, elegantly carved wooden beiicli, wliich 
served liim for a throne. This bench was the only article of furniture in the 
gallery, except the stool assigned to Bliao Sahib, commander-in-chief of the royal 
forces. ‘All other persons, whatsoever their rank, sat on the flodr in the posture 
habitual to Orientals. It is, therefore, a high mark of consideration to be alloM’ed 
a seat on the royal bench; but, though duly sensible of the honour, I sliould have 
preferred a comfortable chair. However, the Guicowar, detesting cushions as an 
effeminate invention, had banished them from his throne. Tlie first moments of 
our interview were passed pretty nearly in silence. After a few words expressive 
of his sense of the honour we did him, and other customary civilities, he asked 
permission to resume his hookah; and, whilst I conversed with Bhao Sahib, ho 
remained as though absorbed in this interesting occupation, though, in reality, he 
wished to study our appearance before engaging in conversation. I acted in the 
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same way with regard to him, and had abundant leisure to see wiiat sort of a 
man 1 had to deal with. He was dressed in a stylo which contrasted sti’ougly 
with the costume he had worn at the Sowari. Tiustefully attired in white linen, 
with European shoes, he did not display the least jiarticle of embroidery, nor a 
single trinket. He was about forty-five years of age, of a robust and well-shaped 
figure, but slightly round-shouldered. His face was brown, more by the sun 
than through the natural colour of the skin, which was tolerably clear. His 
strongly marked features at once gave a perfect idea of this remarkable man, who 
to excessive kindness in the ordinary intercourse of daily life, united the most 
unheard-of cruelty on other occasions. He had a thin, short beard, which ho 
took care to keep rough, in the Mahratta fashion, by brushing it the wrong way; 
and his head was shaved, save a small lock of hair on the nape of the neck His 
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manners were full of courtesy and affability, but somewhat homely. Instead of 
liolding himself aloof, like the other chieftains, he threw open his palace to all 
who had any application to make to him, or any information to give. After 
smoking a few minutes, he handed his hookah to a servant, and began to'question 
me as to the object of my journey, and the length of stay I proposed to make at 
llaroda. He was charmed to find me answer him direct in his own language. 
We conversed for some hours; during which he passed in review, with much 
interest, all the states of Europe, asking me respecting their relative importance, 
their revenues, their forms of government, and their intercourse with one another. 
Ho appeared well informed in the affairs of France, England, and Eussia, and the 
encroachments of the Muscovite Power in Central Asia engaged his attention 
considerably. With the other nations he was quite unacquainted. When wo 
rose to take leave, he held my hand while he expressed the pleasure my visit 
had afforded him; and I took it for granted that this was merely a complimentary 
form; that he saw in our sojourn a means of recreation, and that was enough for 
a man of so capricious a character. But he made me promise that I would come 
to SCO him every morning of my stay at Tiaroda; and when 1 tried to excuse my¬ 
self by alleging the great distance between my abode and the palace, he told me 
that he would have a residence prepared for me in a place nearer at hand. The 
IHhmpari terminated our interview. 

The origin and history of the dynasty of the Guicowars is very interesting. 
Their name Guicowar, which they will not exchange for any other title, and of 
which they are so proud, signifies, in the Mahratta tongue, “ keeper of cows.” 
They are descended from one of those families of Kouvhis, or peasants, who, after 
the reign of Aurungzeb, ranged themselves under the banner of the Peishwas, 
and invaded tlie Mogul Empire, pillagi Guicowar, the founder of the dynasty, 
commanded a portion of the army of these princes; and in 1724 he gained 
possession of the whole kingdom of Goojerat, and subjugated Kattyawar. From 
being a domestic servant of the Peishwa, Baji Ilao, he had raised himself by his 
abilities to the rank of general. In imitation of Scindia and Holkar, he made 
himself independent, and invaded by turns the neighbouring countries, not to 
enlarge his territory, but to fill his treasury. He died, after having carried pillage 
and disorder througliout the richest provinces of Eajpootana. His successors 
strove with Scindia and the English; but, owing to their skilful policy, they 
lost only small portions of their territory. One of the last princes was obliged 
to implore the aid of the East India Company against his Arab guard, which was 
in revolt. Tired of the tranquil state of the country, they had called upon the 
king to recommence his pillaging expeditions, and on his refusal, they detained 
him prisoner in his own palace. The Englisli troops beat the guards near Baroda, 
and, for the purpose of preventing a renewal of disorder, established several 
permanent camps in the territories of the Guicowar—camps which he bound 
himself by treaty to keep up at his own expensa Tlie present sovereign governs 
one of the most extensive independent kingdoms in India, and he has numerous 
tributaries in the peninsula of Kattyawar and in the Mhye and Kewa Kantas. 

Some days after our visit to the palace, the king sent us word that our 
new residence, the Motibaugh, was ready for our reception. The Motibaugh, or 
“ Garden of Pearls,” is an elegant summer palace, at a little distance from the 
suburbs. A long row of buildings, of Hindoo construction, takes up one side of 
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tlie garden, which is planted with fruit-trees and pretty shrubberies. Statues, 
fountains, and kiosks make it a charming spot; and an enormous pavilion in tho 
centre contains a well-stocked museum of European curiosities. 'Near the palace 
is a wood of gigantic trees, crossed here and there by beautiful paths. 

Our residence was embellished with everything that could render life in this 
country agreeable—coolness, shade, luxurious comfort, and a smiling prospect. 
But the Gnicowar’s hospitality did not stop there. A nunjoi-ous staff of servants 
iiad been placed at our disjwsal, and our table was supplied at his expense with 
the choicest dishes and the best wines of Europe. 

Once installed at the Motibaugh, I became one of the most frecpient guests 
at the palace. The weather Avas very Tinfavourable, and did not permit of 
excui-sions or of hunting-expeditions. The Guicowar’s friendship for me went 
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on increasing; and all the courtiers, attentive to their master’s fancies, showed 
the greatest eagerness to oblige me. Thus I passed at the Court an existence 
similar to that of European society in the Middle Ages. Amongst my now 
friends, the one I valued the most was Bhao Sahib, the king’s favourite minister. 
The freedom of his manners, and the esteem he manifested towards me, without 
importing into it the vulgarity that marked some of the other courtiers, pleased 
me, and we became, in the sequel, very intimate. Endowed with great energy 
of character and considerable talent, he had arrived by slow degrees at the dis- 
iinguished post, as before mentioned, of cotnmander-in-chief, and by* his counsels 
iiad made himself so useful to tho sovereign that the latter would always have 
'dm by his side. In the morning, Avhen he awoke, the Guicowar called Bhao, 
md did not open his eyes until this faithful servant was in his presence; " in 
irder,” said he to me, “ that the first person I see may produce an agreeable 
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impression upon me, for it is upon the good or bad disposition of the morning 
that the affairs of tlie rest of the day depend.” The king had reserved for me a 
pavilion in his palace, where I could pass the hours of the siesta without return¬ 
ing to the Motibaugh; and Schaumburg had there established his atelier, in 
wiiich he painted the portraits of the king and Bhao, and several views of Baroda 
and the neighbourhood. We were continually receiving visits in it. Whilst the 
king was occupied with aflairs of state, or was taking his repose, the pavilion of 
the Sahibs became the rendezvous of all the young nobles connected with the 
palace. We formed a noisy assemblage; some singing, others reciting Hindoo 
stories: and sometimes one of the choubdars would come and bog us to respect 
the royal siesta. The ladies of the zenana had heard the strange visitors spoken 
of, and our presence greatly piqued their curiosity. Very often, on entering the 
pavilion in the morning, 1 found that our books had been opened and our paints 
disturbed by some young ladies of the Court and their attendants. Though at 
first somewhat timid in our presence, these girls soon became ipiitc familiar. 
They would upset the chairs and easels, and make the room resound with their 
laughter. In short, all the inmates of the palace considered us the friends of 
the sovereign, and treated us accordingly. I’he Cuicowar, however, himself set 
tlie example. In the morning on our arrival, ho received us with a smile ex- 
])ressivo of extreme amiability, and, advancing to meet us, shook hands. The 
courtiers therefore were all attention, and I had to receive their sal&nis for more 
than lialf an hour at a time. 

The palace at Baroda contains no curiosities. It is striking only from its 
immense size. As for the apartments, they are adorned with great luxury and 
little taste. The furniture and other articles of Kuroi)can manufacture contrast 
with Hindoo hangings and sculptured columns. The royal treasury occupies 
certain large rooms, with thick walls and iron doors, guarded by numerous 
sentinels. I was shown over it by Bhao Sahib. As the scanty supply of light 
in the chambers where the crown jewels were kept prevented me from examining 
them, the king had them brought to our pavilion. The servants laid out this 
dazzling collection on the tables and chairs; and it certainly was the most 
beautifid that could be imagined in the way of precious stones—streams of 
diamonds, diadems, necklaces, rings, bracelets, costumes and mantles embroidered 
with pearls and prcaaous stones of marvellous richness. Con.spicuous among 
these jewels, whose value might be reckoned by hundreds of thousands, was a 
necklace which the rajah had lately had made, in which sparkled the famous 
“Star of the South,” the “Star of I)re.sden,” and other diamonds of remarkable 
size; probably the richesf necklace in the world. The Guicowar came in and 
found me admiring a magnificent Hindoo costume. The coat, the pantaloons, and 
the scarf were of black silk, covered with delicate embroidery in pearls, rubies, 
and emeralds; the shoes, the epaulettes, and the turban glittered with diamonds. 
I assured the king that I had never seen anything so beautiful, even in the 
Exhibitions of Paris and London. An odd notion occurring to him whilst I 
was paying him these compliments, he begged me to put on the costume. He 
should be glad, he said, to see the effect of such a beautiful dress when worn 
by some one else. I knew that, in accordance wj^th etiquette, no one could 
place the royal mantle on his shoulders without being guilty of a criminal 
offence; but I was exempt from this law, and so went into an adjoining room 
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to attiro myself. The servants clothed ino from head to foot; the necklace 
of the “Star of the South” was hung round my neck, and the insignia 
of the “ Star of India ” were attached to my breast. I put on the royal diadem, 
and came out of ray chamber; wlien 1 was received with cries of “ Salftm! 
Guicowar Maharaj!” which I acknowledged with becoming gravity. As for 
the Guicowar himself, he was delighted to see how well I entered into the 
pleasantry. The nobles came to offer me marks of res])oct, and Khnnderao 
insisted on my retaining ray new dignity for at least an hour. 1 felt crushed 
beneath the enormous weight of these jewels, and it was with great pleasure that 
I abdicated my assumed royalty. 

Some time afterwards I was talking with the Guicowar on the subject of the 
regular army which he had organised, and I complimented him on the result. 
These troops, dressedand armed 
like the Sepoys in the Eng¬ 
lish service, and commanded 
by European officers, consti¬ 
tute an imposing force of artil- 
l(!ry, cavalry, and infantry. 

To them must be added the 
irregular forces, whose sum 
total may be estimated at 
about five thousand.'’''' One 
of the batteries of artillery, 
devoted to the special service 
of the king, has silver guns; 
it bears the pompous title of 
Diilbadid, or “ the cloud of 
smoko.” These two corps form 
the royal body-guard. Tlio 
Guicowar asked if I would 
like to be present at a review; 
and the next day, at three 
o’clock, lihao Sahib informed 
us that one was about to take 
l)lace, and that the king had 
ordered him to accompany 
us. One of the Court equi¬ 
pages took us to the parade- 
ground, where we found the 
whole force drawn up in line. 

Saddle-horses had been provided for us, and General Devine, an Irishman who 
was in command of the division, with his staff, joined us. I was overcome’ with 
confusion to learn from him that the review had been ordered specially in our 
honour. We took our places—Schaumburg and myself—betw«en the general 
and Bhao Sahib, and, followed by the staff, rode down in front of the line. Each 
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The late Khunderao Guicowar, during the rebellion in 1857, placed hia troopa at the 
Britiah Reaident, Sir Richmond Shakeapear; and a brigade of the beat troopa of the State 
at Dohud, ninety milea from the capital, during the aiego of Delhi.— Ed. 
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regiment, as wo approached, presented arms, and the bands played “ God save 
the Queen.” 

The Cuicowar maintains at Ids Court a few jesters, who are personages of 
some importance. Their pleasantries, sometimes in very bad taste, spare no one. 
Ibinged round the throne, they attack witli tlieir sallies even the nobles who come 
to })ay their addresses to the king; and these great men often stand in need of 
all their native Hindoo sense of dignity to preserve their gravity. They play a 
thousand tricks on the courtiers, tying their scarves together or knocking off their 
turbans. As to the king, the more successful the pleasantry the more he laughs, 
even to convulsions, upon his bench: but this is only the case in the intimacy 
of private life. When he engages in any ceremonial or oflicial proceeding, the 
calm dignity of the Hindoo prevails. 

Several young and pretty girls, covered with trinkets and attired in thin 
cliomises, mingle with the strange and motley crowd that tills the palace. These 
am bayadfjres, or dancing-girls; who have perfect liberty to go wherever they 
])lcase. They enter the king’s apartments, seat themselves on the floor, and 
converse boldly with persons of the very highest rank. This singular privilege 
accorded to the bayadtu'es is of very great service: their presence makes up, in 
some slight degree, for the absence of the ladies shut uj) in their zenana. 

At evening the strains of the lute resound on every side; the ehambei’S and 
the teiTaces are illuminated, and brilliant circles are formed around these charming 
nautchnis, whose songs and dances give quite a festal aspect to the palace. In 
the meantime the king and his ministers hold their kutclury* and discuss State 
affairs, whilst they smoke their hookahs. As for us, it is nearly ten o’clock 
before we regain the solitude of the Motibaugh. 


* Council. 
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The Hflglinr.—Fight between Elephants, Rhinoceroses, Buffaloes, &c.—The Wrestlers.—The 
Niicki-ka-kousti.—The Disobliging Astrologers.—A Misadventure.—The Royal Train.— 
Antelope Hunting.—Leojiards for Hunting Purposes.—“Pig-sticking."—Tire Quicowar’s 
Birthday.—Tiger Hunting.—The Plains of Goojerat.—A Night on a Tree.—The Royal 
Menagerie. 



('OWAIIDS tlie end of June the rains gave ns a little respite, 
and the Ouicowar availed himself of this break in the season 
to commence the series of fetes he had promised to give us. 
Tliese consisted of hunting-parties, tilting-matches, and com¬ 
bats. Every day brought a now programme. 

'J'lio Court of tlie Guicowurs is the only one in India that 
has preserved, down to the present time, the customs of the Middle Ages in their 
primitive splendour. ^J'he ini])ovi!i ishment of their estates has compelled most of 
the other rajahs to despoil tliese great ceremonies of a considerable portion of 
tlieir former luxury, and amongst some of the others English influence has 
introduced European habits, higher objects, and better tastes. Here this mixture 
is never seen; everything bears the impress of the Hindoo character, and displays 
the originality of past time.s. 

The eonte.sts of athletes and animals are what the Ouicowar jirefers to all 
other entertainments; and he spends enormous sums upon them. Of an ardent 
and somewhat truculent character, he is passionately fond of these exciting and 
cruel sports, in which the lives of men are endangered. He personally super¬ 
intends every arrangement that concerns them, and indulges in a liberality that 
borders on extravagance in their promotion. His parks contain numbers of 
elephants, employed specially for combats; and rarely does a week elapse 
without one of these spectacles. The elephant, which is in general an animal of 
a most gentle disposition, can be bi-ought by a system of exciting nourishment to 
n state of rage which the Indians call musth. He then l)eeomes furious, and 
attacks whatever comes in his way, men or animals. The males alone arc capable 
of becoming mitslhi, and, to bring them to this state, it is usually necessary to 
feed them with sugar and butter for three months. 

The Guicowar one day informed me, with evident good-hhraour, that all 
preparations had been made, and on the morrow would be held the first combat 
of elephants. We went to see the two animals which were to fight, and upon 
which many wagers had already been staked. These immense brutes were loaded 
with iron chains of considerable weight, and shut up separately in strongly fenced 
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enclosures. A dense crowd was pressing round them, praising and criticising the 
good qualities or defects of each. The king went to and fro in the midst of the 
courtiers, like a, private individual, gesticulating and shouting like tlie others. 
The betting was carried on with spirit; and I laid wagers with the king, Bhao, 
and several others, merely for the sake of following the general example, for I 
should have been puzzled to decide on the merits of one animal over those of the 
other. 

Next morning, Haryb&dada, the grand-huntsman, came in a carriage to the 
Motibaugh, to take me to the HAghuroo, or elephants’ arena. A fine portico leads 
into a spacious court, surrounded by brick buildings faced with carved stones, 
the whole bearing a great resemblance to the style of Francis I. We passed 
through some dark and deserted rooms, and entered the king’s box, where the 
principal officers of the Court had already assembled. Three arm-chairs bad been 
placed for the king and ourselves, and cushions for the nobles. The arena, of 
which we commanded a complete view, is in the form of a vast parallelogram, 
about three hundred yards long by two hundred wide. It is entirely surrounded 
by thick walls; a great nvnnber of narrow doors allow of entrance or exit to the 
attendixiits, without permitting the elephant to follow them. The summits of the 
walls are provided with balconies, open to the public, who seem passionately fond 
of spectacles of this kind. The roofs of the neighbouring houses, even the trees, 
are covered with a motley and, as usual, noisy crowd. On an elevated mound 
are placed the female elephants, and these, it appears, have a decided taste for 
such sights. In the arena itself are the two males, each chained to one of the 
extrcimities; expressing their wratli by trumpetings, and fiercely digging their 
tusks into the sand. By instinct the elephant always recognises his maJiout, or 
driver, and allows him to approach him even while in this condition. Oracefully 
formed young men, nearly naked, arc W’alking about in groups. These are the 
sdtmari-walldhs, who play the same part here as the toreadors at bull-fights in 
Spain, and whom I may be allowed to call elepJMntadors. They wear nothing but 
a light, coloured turban, and a scanty, tight-fitting pair of drawers?, which give the 
elephant nothing to lay hold of. The most active carry only a horsewhip and a veil 
of red silk; others are armed with long lances; and, lastly, a small number have 
only a fuse fastened to the end of a stick, and a lighted match. These last have 
the least showy but the most important functions to perform. They must post 
themselves at different points of the arena, and run to the rescue of the elephan- 
tador, when in danger. Eushing in front of the infuriated animal, they flash 
their fuses in his face, when ho recoils in terror, and they succour the wounded. 
But they are not allowed to have recourse to this stratagem unless there is real 
danger. If tliey make a mistake, they are reprimanded; if they allow the 
matador to be killed, they are severely punished. They are all selected from 
among the handsomest and best-made men that can be procured, and are endowed 
with wonderful agility. 

A few minutes after our arrival, the Guicowar entered the box and took his 
scat between us. At a given signal the arena is cleared for the contest. Each 
mahout seats himself on the neck of his elephant, the chains are cast loose, and 
the two animals are in full view. After an instant’s hesitation, they approach 
one another, with their trunks raised, and trumpeting fiercely; their pace increases, 
and they meet in the centre of the arena. Their foreheads strike together, and 
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the violence of the shock is so great tliat their fore feet give way, and tliey remain 
leaning against each other. They wrestle with tlieir trunks, which they entwine 
like arms, and the mahouts have sometimes to defend themselves^ witli their goad.s. 
For some minutes the elephants remain liead to head, until one of them, finding 
liimself growing gradually weak, feels that he is going to be conquered. It is a 
critical moment, for the creature well knows tliut in taking flight he must present 
his flank to the enemy, who may pierce him with his tusks or throw him prostrate. 
The worsted one, thcTefore, summoning up all his strength, pushes his adversary 
back by one desperate thrust, and takes flight. Tiie combat is decided; shouts 
re-echo on all sides, and the spectators are occupied more with their wagers than 
with the elephants. Tlie vanquished one has now to be taken away, and the field 
left free to tlie conqueror. A party of men come witli great iron pincers, indented, 
with long handles united by a spring. Tliey skilfully fix a pair on one of the 
hind legs of each elephant, where, through the operation of the spring, they remain 
tight. The long handles get entangled with the other three legs, and, as the teeth 
of the pincers at every step bite a little into the skin, the elephant stops short. 
He is forthwith surrounded, chained, bound witli cords, and, if vanquished, is led 
by a band of armed men behind the arena. The victor remains alone ; his mahout 
dismounts, the pincers and fetters are removed, and the scUmari commences. This 
is the second act—a combat between the elephant and men. The arena is 
invaded by elephantadors and fuse-bearers, this brilliant troujie, with loud cries, 
ajiproaching the elephant from every side. I’he latter, taken aback by this sudden 
onslaught,stands undecided at first; but soon lie receives a stroke of the whip on 
the trunk, the lances prick him all over, and he rushes with fury on one or other 
of his assailants. One comes in front and waves his red veil; the elephant 
pursues him, but, constantly jilngued in this way, he repeatedly changes his course, 
and never catches any one. After a short time spent in useless efforts, he at 
length perceives his mistake, and changes his tactics: he waits. Then one of 
the best elephantadors advances, gives him a vigorous stroke with his whip, and 
springs on one side just as the trunk is on the point of seizing him. But the 
elephant does not let him go in safety. This time he has fixed on his enemy, and 
nothing will make him abandon him: all that remains for the fugutive is to reach 
one of the small doors, and so make his escape out of the arena. The animal, 
blind with rage, strikes the wall, and, fancying he has at last got hold of his 
assailant, furiously tramples the soil. He who has not seen the elephant in one of 
these combats, or in a wild state, can form no idea of the rapidity of his course. 
A man pursued, and having to run some two hundred yaixls before he could find 
shelter, would infallibly bo lost. In the first combat at which I w'as present the 
elephant resolutely pursued a young man, who was a very good runner, and, in 
spite of the thrusts of lances with which he was assailed, never lost sight of him 
for an instant. The unhappy man made desperate efforts to gain one of the 
outlets ; but, just as he reached it, the creature’s trunk seized him by the wrist, 
lifted him into the air, and dashed him violently to the earth. A moment more 
and the enormous foot, already raised, would have crushed his slcull, when one of 
the fuse-bearers sprang in front of the elephant and covered him with flames, and 
the terrified animal fled bellowing away. 

At last the trumpets sound, and I see the elei>hantadors disappear through 
the small doors. The elephant does not understand the meaning of this sudden 
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and appears to be on the look-out for some unexpected attack. A door 
opens, and a Mahratta horaeman, lance in hand, and mounted on a beautiful 
steed, enters the arena. Ihauciny up to our balcony, he gracefully salutes the 
king. I remark that the horse has his tail cut very short, and I am told that 
this is to prevent the elephant laying hold of him. The latter runs towards him 
with his trunk raised aloft, in order to annihilate the creature w’hoiu ho hates 
most of all. He has, in fact, a peculiar aversion for the horse, which he manifests 
even in his gentlest moments. Tliis third act of the combat is the most attractive. 
'J'lie horse, admirably trained, does not stir, save by order of his rider; so that the 
latter allows the elephant almost to touch him with his trunk before getting out 
of liis way. He attacks the enormous beast with his lance, sometimes in front, 
sometimes in flank, driving him into a paroxysm of rage. But even at this 
moment the elephant displays his extraordinary intelligence. Pretending to take 
no notice of the horseman, he allows him to approach behind; and, suddenly 
turning i-ound with astounding rapidity, he is on the point of seizing the horse, 
who oidy saves himself by a desperate bound. At length the combat terminates; 
the horseman again salutes us and withdraws, and the pincer-bearers enter, 
welcomed by the shouts of the crowd, to secure the elephant. These poor fellows 
have hard work of it, for the elephant chaiges them, and they have great difficulty 
in bringing it to a stand-still. The king calls before him the fuse-bearer who 
saved the life of the satmari-wallah, and rewards him with a piece of ligured stud’ 
and a purse of five hundred rupees. 

Another sort of combat, though not so attractive nor on so grand a scale, is 
not wanting in originality; I mean rhinoceros-fights. The two animals are 
chained at opposite extremities of the arena. One is j>aiuted black, the other 
rod, in order that they may be distinguisbed, for otherwise they resemble each 
other in every point. When the .company is assembled (I am describing a 
scene of which I was a witness), the two hideous animals are let loose, and start 
off in an ungainly trot, raising angry cries. They seem to have very bad sight, 
for they pass one another several times without stojjping; but at length they 
meet, and attack each other fiercely. Horn agaiirst horn, they exchange passes, 
as though fencing with swords, until one succeeds in passing his horn beneath 
the head of his antagonist, which is their vulnerable spot. The animal, therefore, 
who finds himself in this predicament suddenly turns, so that the point of the 
enemy’s horn rests against his jaw-bone, instead of penetrating his throat. They 
remain in this jKJsition, motionless, for some minutes, then separate, and one of 
them takes to flight. For a whole hour the fight is many times renewed with 
increasing fury ; their horns clashing together with a great noise, their enormous 
lips covered with foam, and their foreheads stained with blood. Their attendants 
surround them, and throw buckets of water over them to refresh them, so that 
they may sustain the combat. At last the Guicowar orders a cessation of 
liostilities; a fuse is employed to separate the combatants; they are secured, 
sponged, and led away. 

In these bea'st-fights buffaloes also display a terrible degree of fury. Tlieir 
vast horns are formidable weapons that repel the tiger himself, and their agility 
makes them more dangerous than even the elephant. But the oddest of all 
these contests was one I saw one day, in the hdghur at Baroda, between an ass 
and an liyena, and—who would have thought it ?—-the ass gained the victory! 
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The 8i"ht of the hyena filled him with such rage that he immediately attacked, 
aud, by dint of kicking and biting, very soon disabled him. The victor was 
covered with garlands of flowers, and led oil’ amid the cheei-s of the multitude. 



The Gtticowar’s passionate love of this kind of entertainment is not limited 
to combats between animals •of every description that can be trained for the 
purpose. He also keeps at his court a perfect anny of athletes, who are cele- 
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brated throughout the whole of India. Ho, himself, glories in being a pehlvmn, 
or wrestler, and devotes himself daily to this exercise. Every morning, after 
performing his ablutions, he goes on to the terrace and wrestles with one of lus 
pehlwans. Of consummate skill as an amateur, he is exceedingly jealous of his 
jiowers, and would assuredly be enraged if the wrestler allowed him to detect 
the least mark of condescension at this game. The latter is therefore obliged to 
strive freely with the king, and nevertheless, like a good courtier, to allow him 
to claim the victory. These wrestlers are recruited in all the provinces of India, 
but they come principally from the Punjaub and Travancore. Brought up from 
their infancy in the profession, they attain an extraordinary development of 
muscle. Their diet, their mode of living, and their dwellings are all regulated 
by the king himself, who tends them somewhat as ho does his fighting buffaloes 
and elephants. The wrestling-day is always announced a long time beforehand; 
very often the neighbouring rajahs send their pehlwans to compete; bets are 
freely made, and groat animation prevails throughout the Court. 

The first contest was held on the 19th of July, and we went to the hilghur 
to witness it. Tlie king and his courtiers had already arrived, and were seated 
on chairs round an arena strewn witli sand. They were only w'aiting for us, and 
we had scarcely taken our seats when two men, half naked, formed like Hercules 
himself, came forward to salute the king; then, taking up their position in the 
centre of the circle, they fraternally embraced, and dosed with one another. The 
rule at these wrestlings is, that one of the combatants is to throw the other on 
his back on the ground, or at least to compel him to declare himself vanquished. 
When, therefore, one holds the other doubled up under him and cannot succeed 
in forcing him down, he twists his wrist and tries to break it; the other then 
cries for quarter. But the ardour they import into these games is such that very 
frequently they prefer to bear the pain than to confess themselves beaten, and it 
is necessary abruptly to put an end to the combat. 

Another sort of combat, much more terrible than those already mentioned, 
and which is only to be seen nowadays at Baroda, is the INucki-Jea-kousti, that is 
to say, “ light with claws.” Here the combatants, almost naked, but adorned 
with crowns and garlands, tear each other with claws of horn. These claws were 
formerly of steel, and caused certain death to one or other of the combatants; 
but they have been abolished, as too barbarous for modern times. Those now in 
use, are, as I have said, of horn, and are fixed on the closed fist with thongs. I 
was only once present at a combat of this kind, for my heart was so moved by 
the horrible spectacle that I refused to go again. The wrestlers, intoxicated 
with hdng —liquid opium, mixed with an infusion of hemp—sing as they rush 
upon one another; their faces and heads are soon covered with blood, and their 
frenzy knows no bounds. The king, with wild eyes and the veins of his neck 
swollen, surveys the scene with such passionate excitement that he cannot remain 
quiet, but imitates by gestures the movements of the wrestlers. The arena is 
covered with blood; the defeated combatant is carried off, sometimes in a dying 
condition; and the conqueror, the skin of hjs forehead hanging down in stripes, 
prostrates himself before the king, who places round his neck a necklace of fine 
j)earl8, and covers him with garments of great value. One episode, moreover, 
disgusted me to such a degree that, without any heed of the effect my sudden 
departure might have upon the Guicowar, I at once withdrew. One of the 
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wrestlers, whom the Mng had only half intoxicated, after receiving the first few 
blows, made a show of wishing to escape; his antagonist threw him, and they 
rolled together on the ground before us. The victor, seeing the unhappy wretch 
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unand quarter turned to the king to know whether he should let the other rise- 
ut,inflamed with the spectacle, the monarch cried out, “Maro ! maro!" (Strike! 
strike.) and the scalp of tlie unfortunate fellow was torn without mercy When 
I.e was taken away he had lost all consciousness. That same day. the kbg 
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distributed amongst the victorious wrestlers necklaces and money to the amount 
of more tlian four thousand pounds. 

The Guicowar was exceedingly superstitious. For several days we postponed 
our hunting-parties because the astrologers had not been able to fix on a suitable 
day to commence them. Every morning the venerable pundits, adjusting their 
si)cctac]es, arranged themselves in a circle, and made a pretence of consulting 
certain tables of copper covered with cabalistic signs. At the end of an hour, one 
of them would approach us, shaking his head, and announce to the king, with a 
melancholy air, that the omens were not favourable. What their intentions were 
in acting thus I could not comprehend, and the pleasantry seemed to me to be 
carried a little too far. Happily, the king at last showed himself so greatly 
annoyed, and manifested so keen a desire to follow my advice and leave the 
astrologers to con over their conjiiring-books, that permission was given us next 
day. 

On the morning of the day aijpointed, the elephants, with their howdahs, 
were assembled in front of the palace; horsemen came and went, carrying orders 
to the villages where we were to go, and the crowd of attendants of all kinds 
were keeping up a famous noise. The king had an elephant to himself; I shared 
one with llhao Sahib, and Schaumburg another with Ilarybadada. We formed a 
gay company, with our numerous escort of horsemen and runners, while pahin- 
fpiins accompanied us carrying rifles, ammunition, and provisions. The king, 
hap]»y to resume one of his favourite exercises, laughed loudly at the jests and 
sallies which the jesters, perched on an elephant, launched at the crowd or the 
courtiers. It had been reported that a small wood, close to the village of 
Comlagaum, harboured a family of leopards, and the king loudly declared that 
we should certainly carry their skins back to Baroda. This was on the 2 2ud 
of July, and the air was charged with a slight moisture, which enlivened the 
ibliage of the trees and the verdure of the fields. The sky, lightly covered with 
clouds, betokened a good hunting-day. The rainy season is not so severe in 
these parts as in the south ; and, although June and October are very wet, the 
intervening months are like our summer. 

On leaving the village of Binagaum, we found the ground so saturated with 
the late tempestuous showers that the elephants sank several feet into it, and 
we were obliged to abandon them. We mounted on horseback, and then prpceeded 
two or three miles, till we reached a mdlah (torrent), deep and strong, the 
])assage of which threw us somewhat into confusion, and took us a full hour. 
When we got to the other side, there was a fresh source of embarrassment: the 
horses sank up to their knees in the soft soil, and their efforts to free themselves 
brought us into complete disorder, and many horsemen were thrown. Mean¬ 
while, a lino rain began to fall. The Guicowar was in despair; and, if the 
astrologers bad seen us in this pitiable plight, they would certainly have enjoyed 
a good laugh at our expense. 

There was nothing for it but to give up the chase, and get home the best 
way we could. , The signal was given, and every one exerted himself to regain 
terra firvui. The king, with frowning brow, let his horse guide himself. When 
wo were able to take a gallop, I placed myself at his side, and we set off full 
speed for Baroda. I would not, for a good deal, have adilressed a word to him at 
that moment. We were followed by those courtiers who were best mounted, and 
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every one maintained a profound silence. When we reached the nearest houses 
of the city I asked permission to retire to the Motibaugh, and left him at liberty 
to continue his gallop through the streets, together with his band of courtiere. 
I saw Bhao in the evening, and he told me the king had loudly expressed Iii.s 
vexation. What annoyed him most was our presence in the midst of such 
disappointment. He asked himself, with much simplicity, what we could think 
of a prince who, after making us wait a long time, had given us a run through 
mud and rain instead of a hunt. When I saw him myself on the following day, 
I consoled him as well as I could; and a few jests from the buffoons, and a 
promise from the astrologers that the next hunting-party would be more success¬ 
ful, served to make him forget the unhappy incident. 

To make up for that bad day, the grand huntsman received ordere to 
get up a great antelope-hunt in the royal preserves at Etola. The railway 
would take us as far as the meet; and, before we started, Haryb 4 dada declared 
he would answer for it with his head that the Biuagaum mishap would not be 
repeated, and that we should fmd the ground in good condition. Careful pre¬ 
parations were made; and, a special train having been placed at the king’s 
disi)osal, on the 2nd of September we got into the royal carriage—a present to 
the Guicowar from the Ilailway Company, in acknowledgment of his concession 
to them of the line. It was a rich and elegant saloon, hung with brocaded 
silks, and sumptuously furnished in the Plastern style; in the centre of which 
was a throne, intended for his Majesty’s use, but which he never occupied. The 
Guicowar had but little faith in any European inventions. When he travelled 
by rail, he made his favourite, Bhao Sahib, get on the engine, thinking by that 
expedient to shield his person against all accidents; but this was a vain pre- 
cauticm. Tt would only require a bribe from conspirators to send the king and 
all his Court to a better world; for, in this country, any means of getting rid of 
an enemy are held good; 

We arrived without hindratice at the Etola station, where wore assembleil 
the attendants and the horses. None of us had guns provided for us; and, 
when I expressed n»y astonishment thereat to the king, ho pointed to two 
beautiful cheetahs, or hunting leopards. These animals were to carry on the 
chase for ns. Each of them was lying in a palanquin carried by four men, and 
was secured by a small chain. They had their eyes covered with a little hood 
of leather, and remained perfectly quiet in the midst of the surrounding tumult. 
The hunters, or rather the lookers-on at the hunt, are in great force; and they 
are divided into two parties—one under the orders of the king, the other under 
Bhao. Schaumburg and I were of the king’s party, and were soon on horseback 
by his side; some Scindian, Mahratta, and a few Mussulman horsemen forming 
a picturesque suite. All were in hutiting-costume; that is to say, the Indians 
were in grey or green, and the rest of us in felt helmets and boots of samhcr* 
hide. We marched in close order, surrounding the palanquin that contained 
our cheetah. On all sides appeared herds of antelopes, which looked at us with 
curiosity, or took to flight. The tactics of this sport consists in getting near to a 
herd by means of divers evolutions, always keeping to leeward of them, for 
otherwise the bucks speedily get wind of the cheetah, and take to llight. The 
horsemen themselves inspire these animals with very little distrust, as they are 

• The great Indian deer. 
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daily in the habit of seeing people in the fields, and have never heard a gun¬ 
shot. When the king considered we were at a proper distance to let go the 
cheets^Ji, the party halted; the animal was released from the palanquin, and the 
hood removed from its eyes. It remained motionless for an instant, then 
bounded towards the herd, which fled on perceiving its approach; when, with 
two or three springs, it fastened upon one of them, and brought it to the ground. 
'J’hc huntsmen followed at a gallop, to be in at the death. The cheetah held 
the prey with its claws, and plunged its teeth into the creature’s neck, until an 
attendant came up, replaced the hood over its eyes, and with some diWiculty 
<lragged it away from its banquet. By way of amends, it was given a porringer¬ 
ful of the antelope’s blood, after which it was replaced in its palanquin, and the 
chase was resumed. The most curious thing is that the cheetah never attacks 
the does or the fawns, but always seizes one of the bucks. If there is only one 
in the Avhole heril, it passes by all the rest and assails him. After making 
several captures the animal becanie fatigued, and then the chase began to be 
more intei’esting, for it often happens that the Mack buck, when attacked, defends 
himself bravely with his horns, and escapes with a few scratches. 'The male 
anteloj)e is a magnilicent animal; its horns are spiral, and measure more than 
two feet in length. He is distinguished from the does by a black band across 
the back, which increases with age, and reaches, in the oldest, down to the belly, 
which is always of a briiliant white. 

By evening we had taken several superb bucks. The king then gave the 
signal to return, and set off at a gallop. When we arrived at our rendezvous, we 
found the party commanded by Bbao, which, less fortunate than ourselves, had 
lu'ought back (uily a few antelopes. 'J'ents were pitched in a beautiful glade 
surrounded by line trees, and a sumi)tuous rej)ast awaited us. The spectacle was 
most animated. The Court servants passed to ami fi'o burdened with great 
dishes ; the attcmdaiits dismembered the game and placed it on camels ; elephants 
arrived from Baroda with torchbearers to show us the way ; and the last rays of 
the sun gilded the scauie, and lighted up the groups of courtiers, soldiers, and 
lioi’ses. Alter dinner the cavalcade was formed; we mounted on the elephants, 
and our entry int(j Baroda was made amid the glare of torches and the sound of 
tom-toms and hautboys. 

Wo continued these s})orts for several days. On one occasion the huntsmen, 
instead of being on hoiseback, were on Mahratta cars, drawn by oxen. 'These 
arc small vehicles on two wheels, very light, and upset on the slightest shock to 
their equilibrium. It may easily be imagined what an effect is produced when 
they are driven rapidly over broken ground covered with brushwood. 'Tlio little 
oxen th.at di'aw them are of great speed and endurance, and the sight of the 
cheetahs greatly excites them. Falls are frequent, but, happily, not very 
dangerous, and only create merriment. The jolting of these cars is the most 
disagreeable thing connected with them, as they are made entirely of wicker¬ 
work, and have no springs. 

One of the most interesting sports is boar-hunting, which the English call 
“ ])ig-sticking.” The country in the neighbourhood of Baroda affords every 
facility for this kind of chase, and the Guicowar often gave us the opportunity 
of witnessing it. The huntsmen, to the number generally of eight or ten, are on 
horses well trained and accustomed to this exercise; each one provided with a 
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short lance, about six or ei^lit feet in iengtli, witli a very sharp steel point. They 
.are acconiptinied by servants c.arrying a fresh supply of lances to replace those 
tliat may be broken or lost. The beaters cut olf a herd of boars and driveHhem 
down in front of the field, who tiien set off, lance in rest, after them. Frequently 
the boar attacked, which is always the finest and strongest, charges the horses and 
inflicts terrible wounds on them with his tusks. The instant the lance is planted 
in the back of the boar, the horse must be turned, so as to avoid the assault of 
the infuriated aniiniil. This is the great difficulty in this kind of sport; great 
coolness and confidence in one’s horse being absolutely indisix-nsable. 

About the beginning of September we returned to the Motibaugh, to rest 
ourselves after the fatigues of the ch.ase. My friend, Tatia Sahib Kilidiir, whose 
summer paltice, the Hirabaugh, or “ Taliice of Diamonds,” was near ours, chose 
that time to give me several brilliant f6tes. Wo had grand dinners, followed by 
fireworks and dances. Here the nautchim —chosen from among the prettiest 
dancing-girls in the city—performed, in the illuminated gardens, ballets, which, 
without violating the rules of propriety, had nothing of the convetition.al stiffness 
of the official nautches. Lightly clad, those lovely girls played, in that theatre of 
nature, pantomimes full of that languid voluptuousness peculiar to the East. 

On the 12th of September we were present at a great ceremony held at the 
royal palace in honour of the fluicowar’s birthday. His M.ajesty, in grand state 
costume, seated on his throne in the Chamber of Durbars, received the homage of 
all the nobles and chief ministers of the Crown. Each, advancing to the throne, 
knelt on one knee, and presented to the king his nuzziiniim or tribute, whilst the 
heralds jiroclaiined his name and titles. The nuzzurana consists of several pieces 
of gold, placed on a folded silk handkerchief, which the noble carries in the palm 
of his hand. The king touches the trilnite, wliich is received by the proper 
minister, and salutes the donor, who then rises and goes to his place. After the 
presentations the nautchnis enter, and dance for about half an hour. 

On the day of the royal fete it is the custom to deduct a day’s pay from all 
those employed under the Crown—from the domestic servant at the p.alace and 
the private soldier up to the prime minister and the commander-in-chief,—the 
considerable sum thus acquired being, professedly, a birthday present to the king. 

About the beginning of October, the fine weather having pretty well set in for 
good, I availed myself of an opportunity that offered itself to explore the ruins of 
the ancient city of (diampaneor, about fifty miles east of Barodii. Captain Lynch, 
of the Guicowar’s army, had organised a tiger-hunt, and had invited Schaumburg 
and myself to join it. Tatia Sahib, who accompanied us, had obtained permission 
to employ the beaters and huntsmen of the royal hunting establishment. The 
plains which extend between Champaneer and the capital are remarkably dry, 
which is the more strange in that the surrounding country is singularly fertile. 
The surface is so flat that, at first sight, one would judge them to be admirably 
suited for cavalry mameuvres; but, after proceeding a short distance, the traveller 
finds himself every moment checked by deep ravines of great width. It would 
bo very expensive to lay down a permanent way across this tract, on qccount of 
the great numlMjr of bridges that would have to be constructed. 

At Champaneer we found our tents pitched, and a great number of attendants 
and several elephants sent by the king. We were encamped at a short distance 
from the lofty walls of the ancient city, whoso circumference is about twelve 
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miles. Within, there is merely a thick forest, with ruins scattered here and there; 
a few beautiful Mahometan minarets rearing their high towers above the jungle, 
and tirokeu walls in various places marking the sites of the ancient palaces. 
Immediately in rear of the city rises the superb mountain of Pawangurh, crowned 
by a famous fortress. It now belongs to the English, and is only used by them 
as an occasional refuge from the heat of the plains. 

Erom the first day of our arrival shikarees (beaters) had been sent into the 
forest to try and discover the tracks of some tiger. As the nature of the ground 
did not admit of the employment of elephants, and as I was not anxious, by way 
of a beginning, to find myself face to face with one of these terrible animals, a 
look-out was established. For this purjwso a tree was selected, and sundry planks, 
placed across the branches, formed the hunter’s post of observation. To attract 
the tiger to this spot, an ox was tied up to a neighbouring bush. On the morrow 
the shikarees found its bixly half devoured, and it was decided that the hunt 
should take place that same evening. At four o’clock. Lynch, Schaumburg, Tatia, 
and I were perched on our tree, anxiously awaiting the arrival of the tiger, our 
eyes fixed on the carcase of the ill-fated ox that had served as a bait. Night 
came on apace, and perfect darkness enveloped the whole jungle. The slightest 
sound made us start, and we expected every moment to sec the gleaming eyes of 
the ferocious monster. IJut I think, if it had come, we should have had con¬ 
siderable dilliculty in shooting it. Only a few jackals came to sniff at the prey, 
but we drove them off. I shall long remember th.at night in the forest, uncom¬ 
fortably perched as I was on a plank, and shivering with cold. The first streaks 
of dawn were appearing, and, disappointed with our long watch, we were going to 
regain our tents, when a shikaree on a neighbouring tree attracted our attention 
by his movements. A few moments afterwards there was a crackling sound 
amongst the brushwood, and I perceived the long-wished-for tiger, who was 
coming slowly and cautiously, as though scenting an ambuscade. He had scarcely 
entered the glade that surrounded our tree when all four of us fired, almost 
simultaneously. Each of u.s, wrought into a high state of excitement by our 
sleepless night, was unwilling to lose the chance of a shot, and so was eager to 
fire. The tiger stopped short, bewildered; one ball had shattered his hind foot, 
and another, which had entered his side, must have wounded him severely. After 
an instant’s hesitation, he plunged at a bound into the forest. The shikarees 
came down from their post and went in pursuit; and we followed their example : 
but my legs were so benumbed that 1 could scarcely walk. Abundant traces of 
blood showed the way the animal had gone, and the beaters soon stopped us 
aTid pointed out a thick copse, in which they had seen him take refuge. A shot 
was fired in that direction, and the tiger, infuriated by this last provocation, 
(quitted his lair. He made straight for us, his ears laid back, and his mouth 
open. We acted in concert as regarded our fire, and the captain advised me, 
above all things, not to be in a hurry. When he was within twenty paces of us, 
Tatia fired, and lodged a ball in his chest, without checking his advance. I took 
a careful ^nd deliberate aim, and pulled the trigger, The effect was instantaneous, 
the tiger sprang into the air, and fell lifeless on the ground a few paces from 
where we stood. The captain and Schaumburg discharged their bullets into him 
to make sure that he was dead, and we approached him amid the repeated cries 
of the Indians: “ Bag mahrgaya ! ” (The tiger is dead!). He was a superb animal. 
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seven or eight years old, and no less than nine feet in length from the muzzle 
to the tip of the tail. Tlie wound in the side, which he had received tyt the 
outset, had deprived him of a good deal of his strength; otherwise it is probable 
that he would have given us more trouble. This was the only tiger wo killed 
during our ten days’ haitw, but we got six very fine panthers. We had followed 
one of them, on the back of an elephant, into a small wood ; when it attacked 
tlie animal we were on witksuch courage that, if a ball had not come to put an end 
to the contest, we ran great risk of being torn by the panther, or battered to pieces 
against a tree in the course of the elejAant’s flight. The forest which clothes the 
base of the mountain is a perfect paradise for hunters: game of all kinds is 
abundant—the boar, the deer, the bear, and the peacock. We had excellent 
sport in it, and returned to Baroda laden with trophies of the chase. 

The Guicowar possesses an extensive menagerie, comprising a magnificent 
collection of savage animals: lions from Katty war, tigers of all kinds, panthers, 
and bears. These creatures sire kept under sheds, and merely attached to posts 
by long chains. The visitor is obliged to walk circumspectly; and, although the 
chains are strong, it is not very comfortable to be in the midst of so ferocious a 
, company. A beautiful black panther was chained at the door, so that, in order 
to enable you to go in or out, it was necessary for a keeper to hold her back. 
She struggled to rush upon you, like a savage house-dog, and you had to pass her 
in all haste. In another building were the cheetahs and lynxes emi)loycd in the 
chase. The Indian lynx is a beautiful animal, strongly resembling the dog in its 
height and the form of its body; but its head is more finely shaped, its eyes are 
cat-like, and its ears long and tipped with a tuft of long hairs; its coat is a bright 
tawny on the back, and white on the breast. It is trained like the cheetah, but 
only for the smaller kinds of game, such as hares and ravine-decr. 

In a pavilion attached to the menagerie are the falcons, hawks, and buzzards, 
trained for the puisuit of birds,—a sport carried on as in the Middle Ages in 
Europe. The falcon, lioodcd, is carried on the falconer’s fist; when the game is 
in sight, the hood is removed and the bird let go, the company following on 
horseback or on foot. 
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THE KING'S rLEASVRES.—THE ENVIRONS OF DARODA. 


The Ouic,owiU'’s Wliims.—A Ihilbul Fight.—A College; of Holy MiJii.—A novel Mode of repleii- 
isUiiig the Koyal Tn'iisnry.—A Plot.—Death of tlie AsKiissiu.—Oaiiiteil F'einishnieiit hy the; 
Elephant.—Tlie Feieist e)f the Dassara.—Vishim aiiel the; Is’autcli Ciid.—l)e;eapilatiem of ei 
Bulfale).—'I’he Toiiih of Allnin Sieved.—The f'akir-Kiuia.—Tlie Riiiiiie of Diibbhoec.—Tlie 
Feasts of the Diweili.—The Reign of Ihili.—The Queen .at the Motibaiigh.—Our lust Inter¬ 
view with the Guieiowiir. 

IE hiiiitin".s, coTiiljiits, and ccroiiionics which I liavo already 
desci’ilicd arc not the only things that have been chargeel 
against the (iiiicowar. Jlis costly eccentricities are innunier- 
able: every novelty .strike.s his fancy, and he gives himself np 
to it without calculation. One day, diamonds are in the 
ascendant: forthwith his agents go to all the jewellers’ shops 
in quest of the most valuable and rarest stones. Another time he has a mania 
for pigeons: he collects as many as sixty thousand in his palace, of all varieties 
of breed and plumage, and spends his mornings in watching them take their 
flights together. Or, again, he gets up a mock marriage between two of them, and 
celebrates the event with extravagant luxury. This odd fancy brought upon 
him, and with good reasoti, the attacks of the Bombay papers, which saw in it a 
manifestation of his madness, and urged the British (lovernment to undertake the 
supervision of the affairs of Goojerat. I was present at this ceremony—one. of 
the most singular I ever had the fortune to witness. The two pigeons, adorned 
with collars, and carried by jiages, were brought on to the terrace-roof of the 
palace, which had been sumptuously decorated. The king and courtiers, in gala 
habits, were ranged round the Brahmins, who recited the usual hymns. A 
considerable sum was given as a marriage portion to the two birds; which sum 
was, no doubt, appropriated by the priests who had advised that the ceremony 
should be performed. Dances and a grand banquet, followed by illuminations, 
concluded the festival. The issue, however, was unforeseen; for a large cat, 
which was wandering about in the palace, taking advantage of the confusion, 
carried off the unhappy bridegroom, leaving his bride a disconsolate widow. 

To this faiicy succeeded a taste for Indbids. These charming birds are the 
nightingales of India. Their plumage is lieauti fully speckled, and their tails partly 
of a bright red. On their heads is a tuft of waving feathers, which gives them a 
coquettish and saucy air. More than five hundred of these bulbuls were brought 
to the palace, and their care and education employed the Guicowar and his nobles 
for a whole month. At the end of this period, a pitched battle was fought, in 
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whicli these beautiful little creatures attacked each other furiously, and wei'e 
killed in groat numbers. 

Some time afterwards, the idea occurred to tlie Guicowar of surrounding him¬ 
self witli all the holy men he could assemble together. Impostors are not rare 
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in the country; so in a little while he had got together a tolerably large collec¬ 
tion of Hindoo goussaim and Mussulman fakirs. He was pleased to entertain 
these fellows after a royal fashion, clothing them in precious stuffs, and paying 
them marks of the greatest respect. One of these saintly men had the power of 
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throwing himself into such a state of meditation that he seemed to become 
insensible to all ordinary emotions. His eyes became fixed, his limbs motionless, 
and a pistol fired close to his ear did not produce any visible effect The king 
had found him bn a noisome manure-heap in the suburbs, and had him well taken 
care of and surrounded with all the appliances of luxury imaginable. 

Just about this time, the royal treasury seemed on the point of being wholly 
exhausted by the recent expenditure, especially by the purchase of the “ Star of 
the South,” and other diamonds, v'hich had cost more than six lacs of rupees. 
The king looked about for the means of replenishing it without imposing new 
taxes on the people, and tlie plan that suggested itself to him proved as efficacious 
as it was original. The corru])tiou of the officials of every class is so thoroughly 
established in the principalities of India that it is all but openly recognised; 
indeed, the appointments sought for are in themselves insignificant, and only 
derive their importance from the opportunities they afford for theft and pecula¬ 
tion. It occurred to the (luicowar that the enormous sums thus received by 
these functionaries might be considered as having been taken in fraud of the 
royal revenue, lie therefore distributed amongst all his karkhoons the following 
■ proclamation:—“ His Highness has seen with regret that corruption has found 
its way into various departments of his admini.stration, but he hopes that this 
stjite of things will forthwith come to an end. Ho counsels all those officials 
who have allowed themselves to be corrupted to bring into the royal treasury the 
sums received in this way for the last t(m years. His Highness, consiilering this 
restitution as making honourable amends, will forget the past. If, however, any 
karkhoon shall neglect to refund the full amount of the bonuses so received. His 
Highness will feel himself under the painful necessity of taking rigorous 
measures. ...” This announcement was a regular antp t/’Jbrf to all branches 
of the administiatiou. Every one cried out loudly; even the newspapers 
endeavoured to tlefend the karkhoons. But the latter had to yield: and at the 
end of a fortnight there had been remitted into the treasury more than twenty- 
seven lacs of sicca rupees, or about two hundred and eighty thousand pounds 
sterling. Ihe Guicowar laughingly recounted the affair to me. His ministers 
even, believing that he had secret information, had come to restore to him sums 
on which he had never reckoned. 

Besides bis Goojerat possessions, the Guicowar has tributaries in nearly the 
whole of the vast jjcninsula of Kattywar, comprised between the Gulf of Cambay 
and the Bunn of Kutch. One part of this teivitory is inhabited by a half-civil¬ 
ised and very warlike race, the Waghurs, who, tormented by the governor’s sent 
from Bai-oda, rose in revolt. The war has already been carried on for several 
years, and the present king lias not yet succeeded in putting an end to it. A 
mouth bel'ore our arrival, a Waghur noble came to Baroda in order to make terms. 
He was graciously received, but Khunderao refused to enter into any negotiation 
with rebels. The chief then determined to rid his country of the oppressor by 
assassinating the Guicowar. The king obtaining information of the plot, the 
W&ghur, tl'.en at the palace, did not hesitate to throw himself from the terrace. 
Strange to say, he reached the ground unhurt, and mounted a horae which was 
in waiting at the gate; but the Guicowar called out to the Arab guards to kill 
him, and they struck him down with their sabres. The plot had also the object 
of contriving the escape, from tlie state prison, of four Wftghur chiefs, who had 
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been confined there for many years, They did espj^; but the cavalry recaptured 
them, together with the man who had opened th^gates for them—a locksmith 
of the town. Their trial was brief: the .chiefs were beheaded, .one in front of 
each gate of the city, and the Unhappy locksmith was condemned to undergo the 
punislunent of death by the elephant. 

This punishment is one of the most frightful that can possibly be imagined. 
The culprit, bound hand and foot, is fastened by a long cord, passed round his 
waist, to the elephant’s hind leg. The latter is urged into a rapid trot through 
the streets of the city, and every step gives the cord a violent jerk, which makes 
the botly of the condemned wretch bound on the pavement. The only hope that 
remains for the unhappy man is to be killed by one of these shocks ; if not, after 
traveling the city, he is released, and, by a refinement of cruelty, a glass of 
water is given him. Then his head is placed upon a stone, and the elephant 
executioner crushes it beneath his enormous foot. 

Very strict eticpiette prevails at this Court, and the most scrupulous polite¬ 
ness is observed; only a few curious usages differ from those to which wo are 
accustomed. Thus, it is expressly forbidden for any one whomsoever to sneeze 
in the royal presence : he who transgressed this rule would bo rigorously punished, 
for his conduct would oblige the prince to suspend all business transactions until 
next day. On the other hand, certain improfudeties, which are carefully banished 
from society amongst us, are here considered perfectly innocent. If the king 
commits one of them, tlie courtiers do not fail to felicitate him, after our old 
fashion of exclaiming “ God bless you ! ” on such occasions. It is also a mark of 
good breeding, whenever the king yawns, to snap the fingers, in order to keep off 
every insect that might seize the opportunity of entering his august mouth. 

The Feast of Dassara commenced on the yth of October; and we arrived in 
time to bo present at the most interesting of the ceremonies. This festival, the 
greatest in the Hindoo catalogue, ln.sts for ten days, and marks the close of the 
rainy season, and also the commencement of military operations. This period 
was always chosen by the Mahruttas in former times to invade tlie neighbouring 
countries, or to resume interrupted hostilities. 

The first nine days, called by the Indians Nauratri, or " the nine vigils,” are 
devoted to the adoration of arms and horses. Swords, muskets, bucklers, care¬ 
fully cleaned, are placed upon the altars an<] Idessed by the Brahmins; the horses, 
adorned with garlands of flowers, and painted of lively colours, are led through 
the streets. It may easily be understood hoV liaturally these religious ceremonies 
have been established in a country where the excessive moisture of the monsoon 
brings the arras into bad condition, and produces dangerous maladies among the 
hoi'ses. These proceedings oblige every one to attend carefully to those tilings 
that are indispensable in warfare, and the sovereign, at the same time, can assure 
himself of the efficiency of the preparations. The nights are passed in all kinds 
of festivities, and the dancing-girls assemble in the palaces of the king and 
nobles, and go through their performances. These nautuhes are of a somewhat 
insipid character, especially on account of their length; but they have a peculiar 
stamp of antiquity. Presents are bestowed upon all the women who take part 
in them. 

According to tradition, this custom originated in an old promise on the part 
of Vishnu, which all the rajahs are bound to obsc rve. The god (so runs the 
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legend) one day came down to earth in the form of a beautiful youth. Night 
was falling, and, linding himself near a village, he entered it to seek hospitality. 
He knocked at the door of a Brahmin priest, saying to himself that that holy 
man would sui-ely welcome a poor traveller; but the Brahmin harshly repulsed 
him. He made the same application to all the inhabitants around, and every- 
wliere met with rude rebuIJ's, and sometimes insults. Weeping over the hard¬ 
heartedness of mankind, ho left the vilLage, and was on the point of quitting 
the earth, without doubt to annihilate it, when he saw a light beneath some 
neighbouring trees. It came from a poor, small, thatched hut, whence also 
proceeded harmonious strains of song. Willing to make a last attempt, he stood 
outside, and implored the compassion of the tenant of the cabin. A young 
dancing-girl came to the door, and, when she saw the traveller, admitted him, 
gave him a seat by her hearth, and busied herself in prei)aring a repfist for him. 
When the young man had eaten, she charmed him with her songs, and finally 
olfercd him a share of her bed. The hospitality of the ]>oor girl saved the world 
from destruction, and on leaving her next morning the god projuised that, from 
that day forth, she should be respected by all, and protected by his descendants. 
Tlie rajahs, who all claim to derive their origin from liama, an incarnation of 
Vishnu, consider, therefore, that they are nnder an obligation to keep their 
finccstor’s promise. 

Tlie tenth tlay, or Dassaiu, is celebrated by a grand procession, in rememliranee 
of the victory gained by Bania over Jiavana, King of Ceylon. Klinnderao did not 
neglect to display .all his riches at this 8 owari ; and, to render the ceremony more 
imposing, he h.ad procured the attendance of troojis from the English camp. As 
at the former Sowari, a balcony had been juepared for us, whence we witnessed 
the magnificent spectacle. Tatia Sahib distinguished himself by a most original 
exhibition of good taste. He had his elephant painted like a tiger, and placed his 
own daughter in a silver howdah on its back; and he himself took the place of 
mahout, therel)y desiring to show that he was ]>roud of serving the king’s grand¬ 
daughter. His bare bust glittered with precious stones, as also his turban, and 
he guided the elephant with a massive golden goad, richly chiselled. The 
procession entered a large .srpiare, in which an altar had been erected. I’lie 
Guicowar stojijHid there, and announced to the troops that God had again sjKired 
them, for that yeai', the calamities of war. A fine bufl'ahj was brought before 
him, when, drawing his sword, he dealt the first blow, when the animal was 
immediatedy decapitated and cut to pieces. At that instant, the cannon—both 
English and native—thundered forth a salute in honour of peace, and the people 
rushed upon the sacrificial victim and tore it into shreds, which were preserved 
as charms. The .sacrifice of the buffalo is performed in memory of the goddess 
Diuirg.a, who killed on the anniversary of that day the demon-buffalo 
Maheshasoura. 

During one of the walks in the wood adjoining our I’esidetice, which I was in 
the habit of taking every morning, I by chance discovered a beautiful Mussulman 
mausoleum, of considerable antifjuity. It was entirely constructed out of the 
materials of an ancient Jain teirqde, and bore that stamp of elegance which 
the Ahmed dynasty knew bow to imj)ress on its monuments, by blending the 
Mussulman with the Hindoo style. A central dome covered the tomb, and was 
suriounded by nine of smaller size, surmounting galleries and porticos. The 



THE ROYAL ASYLUM FOR PAUPERS. 


121 


columns were very plain, and the chamber containing the sepulchral stone was 
formed by stone partitions, chiselled in delicate open trellis-work. All round the 
mausoleum rose half-broken columns, the ruins of a mosque, while huge trees 
covered the spot with a delightful shade, and Barbary figs, cactuses, and euphorbias 
enveloped the ancient stones. I was at once enamoured of this poetic retreat, and 
visited it every morning before sunrise. Thousands of parrots dwelt beneath its 
shades, and I amused myself by watching them playing about, or fiying oil’ at the 
slightest sound when disturbed. 

One day I found there an old, white-bearded Mussulman, who told me the 
history of the tomb. It covered tlie ashes of a famous saint, Allum Sayed, who 
lived in the reign of Mahmoud, Shah of Goojerat, about the year 1459. Tlie 
place was renowned amongst the people under tlie name of Ohora-ka-ph-, or 
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“Tomb of the Horse,” because, according to tradition, the saint’s horse was 
buried close by, beneath a tree whose branches were laden with little effigies 
of horses. The Hindoos hang these offerings on it in order to secure the fulfil¬ 
ment of their wishe.s. 

Another very curious spot, and one whose proximity to the Motibangh "ave 
me frequent opportunities of visiting it, was the Fahir-Kana, or “ Asylum'’ for 
Paupei-s.” Every day, at certain hours, all the poor who present tl.emselves 
there are fed at the king’s expense. The most perfect order pi-evails in the 
adininistratiou of this bounty. The Brahmins and poor of high caste, who 
cannot eat food prepared by those of an inferior grade, receive allowances of rice 
and fuel to cook it; to Mussulmans and those who have not the same scrupies* 
dishes of food are distributed ready cooked, which they may eat on the spot ’ 
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As amongst all Indians, this charity is extended likewise to dumb animals; 
and every day, by royal command, servants go through the streets, distributing 
forage to the sacred oxen, pieces of bread to the pariah dogs, and grain for the 
parrots and other birds. 

On the 19th of October, I set off to visit the celebrated town of Dubbhoee, 
about sixteen or seventeen miles south-east of JJaroda. It is a place of great antiquity, 
and contains some of the finest monuments to be found throughout Goojerat, 
Its ramparts, extending about two miles, are still partly standing, and are the 
most magnificent specimens of the kind that I have seen in India. They are 
formed of enormous blocks of stone, carefully fitted, and rise some fifty feet 
above the ground. Tlieir inner face is furnished with galleries, supported by 
columns, which serve as dwellings for the ganison. The plan of the fortifications 
is a sipiare, having an enormovis tower, of elegant shape, at each angle. The 
walls are protected by numerous bastions, and in the centre of each side of the 
s<iuare is a monumental gateway. All these works are decorated with broad 
bands of sculptui-es, running entirely round the town, and representing various 
animated scenes, or with ornaments so complicated that neither pen nor pencil 
can give any idea of them. 

The most magnificent of these objects is the eastern gate, called by the Indians 
Hira Dai'waza, or “ Gate of Diamonds,” and which tradition alleges to have cost 
more than ten thousand pounds sterling. It is an immense edifice, upwards of 
a hundred yanls long and sixty high, entirely covered with most admirable bas- 
reliefs—warriors on horseback and in chariots, lions, elephants, &c. In the centre 
of the town is an immense tank, surrounded by broad flights of steps leading 
down to the water’s edge, and close by stand some Hindoo temples of great 
beauty. 

I remained some days at Dubbhoee to explore all these monuments. I was 
also shown a narrow fissure in a rock, through which pilgrims forced themselves, 
imagining that, by so doing, they were (as it were) leaving anew the bosom, of 
the earth, our common mother, and ridding themselves of all their former 
tramsgressions. 

It was on seeing these generally unknown masterpieces at Dubbhoee that I 
regretted I had not the power of reproducing them by jrhotography, and felt that 
it would be impossible to continue my explorations profitably without the assist¬ 
ance of that art. As soon, therefore, as I returned to Baroda, I applied myself 
seriously to learn photography; and with that view I procured from Bombay all 
the necessary apparatus. 

1 was anxious to leave Biiroda, but the Guicowar made me promise to retJiain 
until the 15th of November. It was vain to tell him that I had not come into 
that country to divert myself in an Indian palace, and tliat the dry season was 
rapidly passing. He insisted so strongly on my remaining that I could not 
refuse. Shortly afterwards splendid offers were made on his part to induce me 
to take up my residence at his Court. I responded in person, assuring his Majesty 
how highly I felt honoured by his esteem, but that I would not, at any price, 
abandon the task I had imposed on myself. Moreover, I had had enough of 
a courtier’s life; for, notwithstanding all the king’s kindness, I was sometimes 
involved in great difficulties. I longed for life in the jungle. 

The Diwali brought us another series of brilliant /Mes, some of which surpassed 



THE ••FEAST OF LAMPS.' 


123 


in magnificence those I had previously seen. The Diwcdi, or “ Feast of Lamps,” 
is celebrated by general illuminations in honour of Lakshini, Goddess of Abun¬ 
dance. A piece of gold or silver is placed on an altar, and receives marks of 
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veneration from all This part of the ceremony will certainly not surprise my 
readers, for in Europe, gold or silver need not be placed on an altar to be adored. 
At this season all the houses are put in repair and newly painted, and all 
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accounts balanced. The festival lasts four days: the first, named Dhau, is 
dedicated to Fortune, and a taper is burnt in every house in honour of Yaina, the 
Pluto of the Hindoos; the second is called Narak, or “Hell,” and it is customary, 
on that day, to ofl’er presents to tlie mistress of the liouse; the third, Diwali, is 
consecrated to Saraswati, Goddess of Wisdom. This is the first day of the 
Hindoo year. TJie women sweep the house and, collecting the dust in a basket, 
place a lighted lamp in the midst, and throw the whole into the street, crying, 
“ May sorrows and poverty go with you, and may the reign of Bali (that is to 
say, the era of prosperity) commence! ” The last day is the Yaraa Hevitiya, or 
“ Second Uay of Yama ; ” and, in memory of the visit which this god paid to 
his sister, all the Hindoos go to see their sisters in the women’s apartments, and 
take them presents. 

Early in November, the Guicow.'ir informed me that the queen, his wife, 
desiring to go and enjoy the country air, had begged him to ask me if 1 would 
give \ip to her part of my palace, the Motihaugh. This application surjuised me 
greatly, for, besides its being unusual for a Hindoo to sjasak of his wife, 1 thought 
that the rules of the zenana were too strict to allow of such a thing. For a 
moment I suspticted some trap, but afterwards I acceded to the royal demand. 

1 could not be at all inconvenienced by the arrival of these new guests, for we 
did not occupy even a fourth of our vast residence ; 1 tluu'cfore jdaced at the 
([<ieen’s disposal an entire suite of apiirtments adjoining our own. That same 
evening a noisy troop of young female slave.s came to take ])()ssession, and the 
liauee installed herself there in the course of the night. Fiom that time our 
charming habitation lost all its tranquillity; our garden wa,s invaded by bevies 
of graceful young damsels, whose brilliant costumes enlivened all the walks; 
eunuchs passed hither and thither; and every one followed our slightest move¬ 
ments with unfailing curiosity. However, this little impiisitiveness gave me the 
o])portunity of learning a great many things that I should, otherwise, never have 
known. I was thus enabled to see the ladies of the Court, and even the queen 
herself; but, as my discretion was relied on, 1 must justify that confidence to 
the fullest extent. 

One night, whilst we, stretched at ease in our verandah, smoked the excellent 
Manilla cheroots provided for us by the king, one of these ladies sang a languish¬ 
ing Hindoo song, to the accompaniment of the lute. The sw'cet voice, and the 
jilaintive and voluptuous strains, joined to the enchanting scenery of our garden, 
which the moon was then bathing in her gentle light, filled me with an indefin¬ 
able j)oetic feeling which I have never fmgotten. When the sotuids of melody 
ceased, profound silence reigned, save that, now and then, was heard the tramp of 
the sentinels or the shrill cry of the jackal. 

Notwithstanding all these allurements, the 15th of November duly arrived, 
and we had to depart in quest of unknown scenes. I reminded the Guicowar of 
his promise; but he told me that he refused me permission to go, and that 1 
should never obtain it from him. Nevertheless, 1 continued my preparations; 
and, seeing this, the king and his courtiers depicted to me, in the blackest colours, 
the country we were about to traverse. The savage tribes, they said, would kill 
us, or, if we escaped them, it would only be to perish of thirst in the deserts of 
Rajpootana. The Bheels, especially, were represented to us almost as cannibals, 
who had never alkwed a European to make his way alive out of their country. 
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'J'haiilvS to the obstacles the king threw in iny way, and which I conld only 
impute to an excess of friendship for me, the month of November entirely elapsed 
before I had completed my arrangements. At last, on the 2nd of December, I 
announced to him that my departure was definitely fixed i'or the*morrow; and, to 
let him sec that I was in earnest this time, I sent on the princii»al part of my 
Itaggage to Ahmedabad. 

Next day I went to bid him adieu. I ibund liim, as usual, on the terrace- 
roof of his palace, surrounded by all his courtiers. He appeared to be as much 
affected as I was myself; and I felt, at tliat moment, with what strong sentiments 
of friendship this man was inspired tow.'irds me. We conversed for a long time. 
“ Will you think of the Duicowar,” said he, “ when you are in that immense city 
of which you have so often told me, and where people arc apt to forget every one 
and everything ? Will you tell your fellow-countrymen how 1 have received you, 
and not treat mo too harshly in speaking of me ? Sometimes think of Khunderao 
and his courtiers, who had hoped that you would have become one of them, and 
wlio see you leave them to-day with regret.” nereu2a)u servants entered bearing 
a present, which the king begged me to accept in remembrance of him. It was 
one of those hhillKtu, or dresses of honour, which are offered only to persons of the 
highest rank. My companion was equally favoured. Then, for the last time, I 
slutok hands with Khunderao, and was conducted by the nobles to my carriage, 
llhao Sahib, my good friend, only left me at the Motibaugh, and we embraced each 
other most affectionately. I liad not yet quitted Baroda, and already my lieart 
was moved at tlie thought that I should never more see tliis spot where 1 had 
been so happy, nor the fViend* who had been so kind to me. 

But wliy take up the time of my readers with this record of my feelings ? 
They know that it is the lot of the traveller to regret what he leaves behind; 
and they will understand how painful it must be to tear oneself from a state of 
existence so fascinating as that which I had enjoyed for months past. We bade 
adieu to the dear Motibaugh, and set off for the railway-station. 
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TJie Valley of the Mliye .—Type of a Provincial Town, Goojerat.—Mecluinical Gods.—Alimedabad : 
its Ennijiarts, Palaces, 5roB(jiics, and Tombs,—'The Kajpoot Knights.—Prince Wooti Sing of 
Jondpore.—Palace and Mo.s([ue of Sirkliej.—The Toml) of Shah Allum.—Nilghau Hunting. 
—A Riot concerning a Peacock.—Organisation of our Caravan. 

EAVING Baroda, tlie railway traverses fertile plains watered by 
numerous rivers. The ground is much cut up by ravines, and 
seems very uneven, though its level is perfectly horizontal. 
Towns and villages are situated upon the borders of these deep 
valleys, and their houses rise in picturesque rows, one above 
the otlier, in the midst of mango and tamarind groves. 

The works on which the railway is supported ai% very remarkable. It might, 
without exaggeration, be said that the line passes over an immense bridge con¬ 
necting Wassud with Baroda. The first-mentioned town is half hidden in the 
ravines, a short distance from the Mliye, a majestic river, crossed by a bridge on 
iron piles, nearly two thousand feet long and about one hundred and thirty in 
height. 

Some little distance farther on is the fortified town of Neriad, which shows 
itself coyly behind a screen of trees. Near the station is a fine sheet of water, 
surrounded by flights of steps, and overlooked by lofty terraces, half in ruins, 
covered with kiosks and temple.s. We stopped at the next station, to go and 
take a look at Khaira, a place of considerable importance, containing some 
interesting objects. An old wooden bridge leads to the Hindoo city; which, 
situated at the confluence of the rivers Seri and Watruck, is defended on all sides 
by brick walls with round towers. This is the most perfect type of a Goojerat 
town. The streets, narrow and tortuous, are clean and well kept; the houses, 
built of brick, are profusely adorned with wood-carvings of very original designs. 
In the centre of the town stands a large Jain temple, in which may be seen some 
beautiful specimens of carved woods, and also idols, mechanically contracted so 
as to move their arms and legs and open their eyes and mouths, like our children’s 
dolls. The reverend pundit who did the honours of the temple did not fail to 
draw the traveller's attention to these masterpieces, the work of a native artist ; 
and, for a few rupees, he turned the key and set in motion all these puppet 
deities. In a cave below the sanctuary are placed the Jain idols, which the native 
people are not allowed to see, but which, by a singular toleration, are frequently 
shown to visitors. They consist of three statues of white marble, of large 
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dimensions, representing throe Tirthankars * in one of their traditional attitudes, 
that is to say, sitting with tlieir arms and legs crossed. Their features bear the 
Egyptian character noticeable in all these statues; and their eyes, of silver, shine 
with fantastic light. Nudity being one of the points of distinction between these 
and Buddhist idols, the artist has laboured to bring out, as far as possible, 
whatever tends to some little display of indecency. 

Next day, the Sth of December, we arrived at Ahmedabad, the ancient 
capital of the Sultans, one of the most splendid cities of the East. A very 
good bungalow aflbrded us the means of being comfortably installed, so that wo 
could visit in detail those monuments that have rendered the place famous 
throughout the whole of Asia. On his first entrance, the traveller secs, rising 
on every side, tall, slender minarets, elegant domes, or high ogival arches. 

Ahmedabad was founded in 1412 by the Sultan Ahmed, on the site of an 
ancient Hindoo city, called Ashawal. In the construction of his palaces and 
mosques, this sovereign probably employed the materials derived from the 
Rajpoot cities of Chandravati and Anhilwara Patfiu, which he had sacked. His 
niccessors showed the same love for the fine arts; and, being themselves of 
Hindoo origin, they preserved in the temples of their new religion the style of 
irchitecture peculiar to the country—a pure and original kind, quite distinct 
from the Saracen order which found its w.ay into Hindustan with the Mogul 
lynasty. 

Towards the year 1570 this city fell into the power of the Mogul Emperors, 
and became the seat of one of their most opulent vice-royalties. The beautiful 
Nour Jehan, wife of the Sultan Jehanghir, held her court here for a long time, 
and established a celebrated mint. In 1737 Damaji Guicowar, taking advantage 
of the incapacity of the Imperial representatives, annexed Ahmedabad and its 
rich district to the kingdom of Baroda; but one of his successors was obliged, in 
1818, to give it up to the English, who have held it ever since. 

The city is surrounded by fine ramparts, making a circuit of nearly eight 
miles. Towers and bastions complete the plan of these fortifications, the 
execution of which is attributed to the Sultan Mahmoud Begarha, in 1485. 
Eighteen monumental gates give access to the interior, which once was occupied 
by an immense population. Nowadays spacious gardens and waste lands 
separate the city from its ramparts, and its several districts do not contain, 
collectively, more than one hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants. Although 
fallen into decay, it is nevertheless of a gay and animated aspect. Beautiful 
shady walks traverse it in all directions; and the small whitewashed hovels of 
the poorer classes are grouped around the remains of anti(pity, and relieve them, 
to some extent, of their mournful grandeur. One magnificent street, the Manik 
Chauk, as wide as a Parisian boulevard, forms the commercial quarter of the city, 
and concentrates at one point the chief glories of Ahmedabad. It is there that 
the markets are held. Camels and elephants pass, here and there, in the midst 
of the strange-looking, noisy crowd, amongst which order is maintained by native 
police. This street leads from the great gate of the Manik Burj, the^noient vice¬ 
regal residence, whose keeps recall the state prisons of Eurojje. The English have 
turned it into a penitentiary, where several thousand convicts are employed in 
the manufacture of carpets, coarse stuffs, and paper. The palace is entered by a 

* Deified Jain philosophera. 
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handsome Saracen gate, the arch of which contains a gnard-houso. The present 
structure can furnish no adequate idea of the former splendour of this once-royal 
habitation; and the apartments, though spacious, have been so frequently white¬ 
washed by order of the English inspectors, that no interesting details can be 
discovered. They show there the throne of the famous Hindoo apostate, Jaka, 
the founder of the Imperial dynasty of Ahmedabad. 

At a little distance from the castle the Manik Chauk is intersected l)y a 
superb ti'iumphal arch, composed of tlii-ee Saracen archways, which has given it 
the title of Tin Dunoaze, or “ The Three Gatc.s.” This is one of the most elegant 
specimens of the style of the sixteenth century. On the other .side of this arch 
is the Jumli Mu.sjid—a cathedral-mosque, which is the glory of Ahmedabad. 
An inscri])tion over the door states that Mahmoud Shah Begarha, the “ I’aker of 
Towns,” constructed it out of the ruins of infidel temples in the year of the 
Hegira 827. The principal edifice is at the farther siile of an immense flagged 
court, .surrounded by cloisters or columns. 

The fa(;'ade contains three ogival doorways, of great height, on the other side 
of which ai»pear innumerable columns supi)orting tlie roof of the great hall. On 
each side of the central door are two minarets, of great richness of constiarction in 
every particular, but whose summits were dislodged by the great earthquake in 
1818. On entering this vast place of worship, one is seized with admiration of 
the view of its long rows of fantastically sculptured columns. The domes, formed 
of carved concentric courses, are raised above the vault by a range of small columns, 
which admit a flood of light into the temple. The complete absence of statues, 
the number of columns and the richness of their ornamentation, give to this 
Hindoo temjde, transformed into a mosque, a singular stamp of originality. In 
the centre of the halt, in front of the niche of Mecca, is an immense flag-stone, 
which, acconljng to tradition, covers the ancient Jain idol of the temple. Every 
true believer, on entering the sacred place, goes to stamp his foot on this slab, in 
token of his conternjit for the synds)! of idolatry beneatli. In the vicinity of the 
mos(jue is the imperial basilica, where, under rich marble canopies, repose the 
mortal remains of the Emy)erors Ahmed, Mahmoud, and Koutub Oudeeii, while 
around them are laid in order their wives and descendants. These tombs are all 
of an elegant shape, and are covered with sculptures and, occasionally, mosaics. 

Ahmedabad still contains more tlian fifty mosques, and a gieat numl»er of 
mausoleums worthy of si)ecial study. It is, beyond doubt, the richest city of 
India in monuments of tins description. These mosques are, for the most part, 
surrounded by gardens and onhards, and always stand on high stone terraces, 
overlooking the neighjtouring houses. One can readily understand how this 
an-angement brings out the beauty of their ogives, their domes, and their minarets 
standing forth in the limpid azure of an Indian sky. One mausoleum, very 
remarkable for the simplicity and good taste of its architecture, is that which is 
generally called Jiani-Ka-Bausah, or “ Tomb of the Queens.” Its interior is richly 
decorated with sculptures. The houses of the rich inhabitants are built of brick 
and wood, and all display that aspect of originality which a profusion of balconies 
and small sculptured columns gives to the Goojerat houses. It is peculiar tp 
Ahmedabad that these houses are never painted—a circumstance wliich allows 
the brickwork and the wood to acquire those mellow tones of old age which 
artists so greatly love. 
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Some days after our arrival I was talcing my morning ride, eagerly inhaling 
the cool and balmy air, when I saw a wliirlwind of dust rapi^y approaching. I 
had scarcely time to draw on one side when five or six open carriages, of antique 
build and strangely yoked, passed me, containing several persons whom I recognised, 
by their gold-embroidered turbans, as of high rank. These carriages were followed 
by a perfect troop of horsemen of the Cossack tyjie, with flowing beard, and lance 
ill hand, who pranced along on large horses of the desert, superbly caparisoned. 
•The whole swept by in the twinkle of an eye. I saluted mechanically, and the 
salute was returned by one of the party. I was peiqilexed at the presence of these 
strange guests in this good English city, and hastened to return to the bungalow. 
I found its courtyard invaded by these mysterious horsemen, who had uncere¬ 
moniously converted it into a bivouac; fires were blazing 011 every side; horses 
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vere tethered in rows, and in one corner were the smart carnages, still covered 
vith dust. My servants soon informed me that all this bustle was caused by the 
.rrival of the Piince Mouti Sing, sou of the llajah of Marwar, who was proceeding 
n a mission to Bombay. 

The horsemen who formed his escort were all Itajpoots of the Eahtore clan, 
ne of the most renowned, liiasniucli as I myself was making my way towards 
lajpootana, this meeting was most opportune, seeing that I hoped to obtain from 
lie prince precise dh’ections. He had taken up his quarters in the next house, 
ad it was therefore easy for me, with my knowledge of Indian habits, to dee him 
henever I thought jiroper. 

Whilst he was resting after the fatigues of liis journey, I examined with 
iterest these fine Eajpoots, who were moving hither and thither about the house, 
heir frank and open countenances and martial liearing favourably impressed me. I 
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handsome Saracen gate, the arcli of which contains a guard-house. The present 
structure can furnish no adequate idea of the former splendour of this once-royal 
habitation; and the apartments, though spacious, have been so frequently white¬ 
washed by order of the English inspectors, that no interesting details can be 
discovered. They show there the throne of the famous Hindoo apostate, Jaka, 
the founder of the Imperial dynasty of Ahmedabad. 

At a little distance from the castle the Manik Chauk is intersected by a 
superb triumphal arch, composed of thr(«! Saracion archways, wliich has given it 
the title of Tin Ihcnvazd, or “ The Tluec dates.” This is one of the most elegant 
specimens of tlie style of tlie sixteenth century. ()u the other side of this arch 
is tlie Jumli Musjid—a cathedral-mosque, which is the glory of Ahmedabad. 
An inscriyition over the door states that Malunouil Shah Begarlia, the “ Taker of 
Towns,” constructed it out of tlic ruins of infidel temydes in the year of the 
Hegira 827. Tlie yirinciyial edifice is at the farther side of an immense flagged 
court, surrounded by cloisters or columns. 

The faf,!tule contains three ogival doorways, of great height, on the other side 
of which ajipear innumerable columns suyqiorting the roof of the great hall. On 
eacli side of the central door are two minarets, of great richness of constniction in 
every particular, but whose summits were dislodged by the greiit earthquake in 
1818. On entering this va.st ydace of worshij), one is seized with admiration of 
the view of its long rows of fantastically sculptured columns. The domes, formed 
of carved concentric courses, are raised above the v.ault by a range of small columns, 
which admit a flood of light into the temple. The complete absence of statues, 
the number of columns and the richness of tlieir ornamentation, give to this 
Hindoo temyile, transformed into a mosque, a singular stamp of originality. In 
the centre of the hall, in front of the niche of Mecca, is an immen.se flag-stone, 
which, according to tradition, covers the ancient Jain idol of the temyde. Every 
true believer, on entering the sacred place, goes to stamp his foot on this slab, in 
token of his contemyit for the .symbol of idolatry beneath. In the vicinity of the 
mosque is the imyx-rial basilica, where, under rich marble canoyues, reyrose the 
mortal remains of the Emyierors Ahmed, Mahmoud, and Koutub Oudecn, while 
around them are laid in order their wives and descendants. These tombs are all 
of an elegant shay>e, and are covered with sculptures and, occsisioually, mosai&s. 

Ahmedabad still contains more than fifty mosques, and a great number of 
mausoleums worthy of special .study. It is, beyond doubt, the richest city of 
India in monuments of this descriyrtion. The.se mosques are, for the most part, 
surroundetl by gardens and orchards, and always stand on high stone terraces, 
overlooking the noighi)ouring houses. Om*. can readily understand how this 
arrangement bring.s out the beauty of their ogives, their domes, and their minarets 
standing forth in the limy)id azure of an Indian sky. One mausoleum, very 
remarkable for the simydicity and good tfiste of its architecture, is that which is 
generally culled Jiani- Ka-Rauzdh, or “ Tomb of the Queens.” Its interior is richly 
decorated with .sculyitures. The houses of the rich inhabitants are built of brick 
and wood, and all disy)lay that aspect of originality which a yuofusion of balcx)nies 
ami small sculj)tured cohunns gives to the Goojerat houses. It is yjeculiar tp 
Ahmedabad that thc.se hoiiscs arc never painted—a circumstance which allows 
the brickwork and the wood to acquire those mellow tones of old age which 
artists so greatly love. 
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Some days after our arrival I was taking my moniiug ride, eagerly iiilialing 
the cool and balmy air, when I saw a whirlwind of dust rapidly approaching. I 
had scarcely time to di-aw on one side when live or six open carriages, of antique 
build and strangely yoked, passed me, containing several persons whom I recognised, 
by their gold-embroidered turbans, as of high rank. These carriages were followed 
by a perfect troop of horsemen of the Cossack tjqMJ, with flowing beard, and lance 
in hand, who pranced along on large horses of the desert, superbly caparisoned. 
■The whole swept by in the twinkle of an eye. I saluted mechanically, and the 
salute was returned by one of the party. I was j^xjrplexed at the presence of these 
sti-ange guests in this good English city, and hastened to return to the bungalow. 
I found its courtyard invaded by these mysterious horsemen, who luwl uncere¬ 
moniously conveited it into a bivouac; fires were blazing on eveiy side; horses 
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were tethered in rows, ami in one corner were the smart ciiniages, still covered 
with dust. My servants soon informed me that all this Imstle was caused by the 
arrival of the Prince Mouti Sing, son of the Eajah of Murwar, who was proceeding 
on a mission to Bombay. 

Tlie horsemen who formed his escort were all Ibijpoots of the Ilahtore clan, 
one of the most renowned. Inasmuch as I myself was making my way towards 
Bajpootana, this meeting was most opportune, seeing that I hoped to obtain from 
the prince precise directions. Ho had taken uj) his qufirtcrs in the next house, 
and it was therefore easy for me, with my knowledge of Indian habits, to See him 
whenever I thought proper. 

Whilst he was resting after the fatigues of his journey, I examined with 
interest these fine Eajpoots, who were moving hither and thither about the housa 
nieir frank and open countenances and martial Iwaring favourably impressed me. I 
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accosted some of them, and was astonished at their dignified, though respectful, 
demeanour, very difl'erent from the servility of the Goojerat i^eople. 

On the morning after the prince’s arrival, I sent my khmsamah (invested, for 
the occasion, with the dignity of a chovbdar) to convey our respects to him. In 
return, he sent an usher of the gold stick, who, after the customary salutations, 
informed me that I coidd be received that same day. I presented myself, with 
Schaumburg, at the appointed hour, and found Monti Sing in a large room, where 
four chairs and a carpet constituted the regular Durbar. He assured me that his 
father, tlie King of Marwar, would be happy to receive us at his court, and that, 
moreover, the well-known hospitality of the other Eajpoot rajahs did not admit 
of a doubt for an instant that we should be warmly welcomed everywhere. 
“ European travellers,” said he, “ iire almo.st unknown to us. The only ones we 
have seen are either envoys sent by the Viceroy, or officers returning to their 
garrisons or on their way t(j 15 ond)ay. As for a Frenchman, I do not recollect 
that one ever came to Joudpore.” He gave me very particular directions as to 
the manner in which I should travel, and as to the dangers 1 should have to 
surmount; and urged me strongly to follow the route by Deesa, Serohi, and 
Joudpore, instead of visiting the country of the Bheels and OudeyjKjor. But my 
mind was made up on this point, and I could only promise him to do my best to 
reach Joudpore by way of Ajmere. 

I devoted the few days that remained prior to our departure from Ahmedabad 
to visiting tbe suburbs, which afforded an almost incidculable number of historic 
memorLals and charming scenes. My first excursion was to Sirkhej, the ancient 
summer residence of the Emperor AIiiiuhI, situate about seven miles from the city. 
Setting off from our bungalows at four o’clock in the morning, by sunrise we were 
on the banks of the Sabermutti, tbe beautiful .stream that bathes the ramparts of 
Ahmedabad. Our servants and the provisions we had brought with us occupied 
an ox-waggon, which had to cross the river at this point, where the water was not 
very deep; but the current was so strong that I feared every moment to see the 
waggon carried away. 

As soon as the waggon had got safely across, wo galloped in the direction of 
Sirkhej. We followed paths .spread with sand, or carpeted with short, thin gi-ass, 
shut in between liigh hedges of the ta])er cactus and racket fig-trees covered with 
convolvulus and a thousand other (lowering creepers. Greiit (luaiitities of joyous 
turtle-doves, of a whitish jdumage, took to flight as we passed, raising their 
peculiar low cry; par'rots flew by, rending the air with their piercing shrieks; 
and every grove teemed with feathered inhabitiuits. Vciuirable trees, whose 
trunks were of monstrous girth, shaded mausoleums with painted domes, and 
gave to the .smiling landscape an aspect of groat beauty. After half an hour’s 
gallo]), w() came to a bleak, though cultivated, plain; on the other side of which 
ai)peiired the heights of Sirkhej, crowned with monumental sil/iaiieties. The 
Sabermutti fonnerly flowed at the foot of these hills, and its dry bed, covered 
with fine yielding sand, considerably retarded our horses’ progress. On the bank 
ro.se two high towers, whose base was completely undermined by the water, and 
which formed the principal entrance into the imperial domain. The road is still 
paved with large flags; and the mouldering remains of arches and guard-chambers 
liang, in a menacing manner, over the heatis of the passers-by. 

We made our way to the mosque, the only part of the palace habitable now. 
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The heavy gate was closed; and, dismounting, I made the chased iron knocker, 
which still remained in its place, resound several times. The most profound 
silence reigned around, save that a few blue pigeons, alarmed at the unusual 
noise, flew circling above our heads. After waiting a few minutes, I licard the 
bolts drawn, and a little old man, witli a long wliite beard, and of a fantastic 
api>earance, opened a wicket. This was the holy man appointed to guard the 
sacred place, and he received us very aflably. We entered at once into a large, 
flagged court, sunounded by porticos, the centre of which is occupied by a heavy 
edifice, surmounted by a gilded dome. There, beneath a massive shrine, repose 
the remains of Gunj Buksh, the tutelary patron of Sirkliej. His tomb is a 
pilgiimage-goal from neighbouring parts, and twice a year tlie deserted court is 
filled with thousands of visitors. In front of the Gumhaz, or “ IMausoleum of 
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Gunj Buksh,” is a kiosk, formed of sixteen slender columns, supporting nine 
dome.?. 

On the left side of the court is a handsome ])eristyle, forming the entrance to 
the Tombs of the Queens. These are large chambers, whose andied roofs are 
supported by massive pillars; the tomlis, of white marble, are placed in chajiels 
surrounded by stone gratings of open lattice-work. Large balconiefl windows let 
in floods of light, and command a splendid view of the great sheet of water that 
washes the base of the mosque some sixty feet below. Here, with the consent of 
our guide, we decided to take up our abode for the few days we wished to stay. 
An immense staircase, leading down to the lake, separates these chambers from a 
suite of still more spacious apartments; in which are ranged the tombs of sevei-al 
emperors, amongst others the famous Mahmoud Begai-ha. The other aide of the 
court is occupied by the mosque, which is very large, and is, it is said, an exact 
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copy of the great mosque at Mecca. But, although I have never seen the latter, 
I strongly douht the fact of any analogy between the columns at Sirkhej and 
those of the Arab temple. 

'J’he lake, which is now partly dried up, covers a space of nearly a square 
mile, and, in the time of Ahmed, must have been one of the marvels of India. 
The mosque and its adjacent buildings take up one side of it, and the other three 
are covered with gigantic flights of steps, which once were surmounted by 
magnificent palaces. Two of these edifices are still in existence—the palace of 
Ahmed and the Harem. Their high fa<^udes, supported by tiers of columns with 
bands of sculptures, give them an aspect of imposing grandeur which is rarely 
found in later Mussulman works. I.arge tunnels, of substantial construction, 
lead underneath these palaces down to the borders of the lake. At one of the 
angles is a inonninental floml-gate, through which the waters of the Sabermutti 
used to be turned into the lake. We spent several days at Sirkhej, sketching or 
photographing its most interesting monuments. The lake supplied us with 
excellent fish, which our servants amused themselves with catching in nets 
contrived for the occasion; and our table was also provided with partridge and 
snipe from our sporting expeditions in the neighbourhood. 

Our second excursion was to the Mausoleum of Shah Allurn, two miles from 
Ahmedabad. Here there is still a vast assemblage of tornhs, mosqne.s, jxilaces, 
and gardens. The mausoleum itself is surmounted by a high dome, and comprises 
several chambers. That containing tire ))or]tliyry tomb of Shah Allum, is 
inlaid with niother-of-pearlj^and the light is admitted only through delicate 
trellis-work of stone. Tlie great mosque adjoining is a long building, supported 
l)y columns, standing on a fine terrace, and still possesses its two minarets in a 
perfect state. They are very slender towers, ninety or a hundred feet high. 
Beneath the terra(!e is a subtorranean pool, tlie heavy pillars supporting the vault 
of which are covered witli .syml)ols and cabalistic signs. 

The neighbourhood of Ahmedabad affords such a number of objects of 
curiosity tliat one is oldiged to pass by many monuments wliich, situated else¬ 
where, could not fail to attract admiration. This is the case also at Delhi, 
though there numerous dyna.sties, and even races, have succeeded each other; 
whereas here it is to one unbroken line of princes, of the fifteenth or sixteenth 
century, that these marvels are due. 

The Knglish cantonment of Ahmedabad is about two miles and a half from 
the native town, with which it is connected by l»eautiful roads, shaded by peepuls 
and bars. It extends over a wide plain, and comprises, besides the barracks and 
other military establishments, pretty dwelling-houses, surrounded by gardens, 
iidrabited by about a hundred Government officials and their families. In the 
immediate vicinity is the palace of Shahi Baugh, built in 1625 as a residence for 
the Viceroy, Sultan Kurrum. Tliat prince never entered this magnificent palace, 
because, by a mistake on the part of the architect, the principal gate of the 
enclosure was not sufficiently high to admit the elephant he was riding. Before 
the blunder could be corrected, his father Jehanghir died, and he exchcinged his 
vice-royalty for the throne of Delhi, with the title of Shah Jehan. 

Field-sports supply almost the only recreation of the English officers of the 
garrison; and the neighbouring plains furnish them with the best of the kind to 
1 m) found in India. Tigers and panthers are not uncommon. As for deer. 
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antelojM®, wild boars, and other inferior game, they are found in great quantities. 
I availed myself of an invitation sent me by the oilicers of the garrison to take 
part in a battm in the neighbourhood. The game of wliich we were in quest wfis 
neither tiger nor lion—animals which are usually hunted only in summer—but 
the inilghau, that great antelope which the Indians call the blue ox. It is a 
superb animal, about the size of our stag, but more linely formed, and its coat is 
of a pearl grey, which, in some of them, attains an almost blue tint. Its head, 
long and slightly convex, like that of some horses, is armed with two sharp and 
straight horns, which are rarely more than a foot long. The Jardin des riantes 
at I’aris contains two very fine specimens of this race of antelopes. 

The meet had been appointed near the village of l.,amba Gaum, several miles 
from Ahmedabad, and ev'ery one was to get there the best way he could. 
Schaumburg and I left the bungalow at two o’clock in the morning, when it 
was so dark that guides jircccded us with torches—an indispensable measure of 
precaution in a country where tlie roads are so full of cracks that the horses 
stumble at every step. After a ])rctty long journey, we came in sight of the 
camp-fires of the hunters. The beaters, in considerable numliers, enveloped in 
their wotdlen wrappers, were disposed around an immense pile of blazing wood. 
The sharp cold of the early morn made me envy them their posilioii; and, 
thinking we were the first arrivals, 1 was going to ask them to make room for 
me. when my ears were saluted with “ Holloa! ” from several voices; and, the 
curtain of a tent'bcing raised at the same time, I fcund myself welcomed hy my 
entertainers. They had arrived liefore us, and, like good campaigners, had already 
got their tents pitched and everything in order, iis thougli for a stay of several 
days. 

After an hour or so, a shikaree put his hood through the opening of the tent, 
and cried out: Sahib-loff, din hand jahU ! shikaree Uxjnn tayar lia.i ! ” Every 
one sprang to his feet in a moment; and in a very short time we were all 
assembled outside, booted, horses saddled, and rifles shouldered. As the chief 
of the beaters had said, a whitish glare covering tlie eastern horizon announced 
the approach of day. The cold was so keen that my fingers refused to do their 
duty, and I was obliged to toast them some time at the fire before I could handle 
the lock of my rifle. The plain, slightly undulating, and covered witli tufts of 
kdlam grass about fifteen feet high, forms an excellent hunting-ground. The 
horsemen, sheltered behind this herbage, on the highest ground, they can fiml, 
command every movement of the beaters, and watch the antelopes approach. 
This last is an important ]X)int, for the nilghau at bay is a dangerous animal. 
When it finds itself suiTounded on all sides, it makes a furious cluirge, and woe 
to him who allows himself to be surprised. The beaters, who were already in 
their places, formed an arc extending over the plains for some miles, of which the 
line of sportsmen represented the chord Day had broken whilst these jjreliminaries 
were being arranged, and I soon heard the shrill cries of the shikarees. The plain 
then seemed all of a sudden to beenme animated, and we could distinguish several 
groups of common antelopes and a great herd of nilghaus. These animals, terrified 
by the shouts, bounded in various directions. Some, perhaps understanding by 
instinct that the real danger came from our side, ran towards the beaters, seeking to 
force the lina The nilghaus, after several turns, rushed helter-skelter towards us. 

"Gontlemea, it ia daybreak ; the beaters are ready.” 
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]t was to be feared tliat their iinpetnons dfish would V)reak our line, without our 
being able to cheek them. Being placed, myself, at the opi)Osite extremity to that 
towards wliich tliey were directing their course, 1 was just deploring tliis mis¬ 
fortune, when I heard several shots fired, and saw the whole herd suddenly stop, 
and then make their way towards me. This manreuvre was fatal to them, and I 
saw two of them stagger and fall at the first shots. The whole surviving herd 
jjassed in front of me at full gulloj), and I aimed at a beautiful male that took 
the lead ; who bounded at the shot, but continued his course, when my neighbour’s 
bullet stretched him on the ground. A few more rifle shots, and the herd, 
breaking through the beaters, disappeared in the plain. 

Four of these magnificent animals lay dead upon the ground, 2Jierced. with 
bullets ; the beaters jm'itared litters, and the sportsmen, with their booty, returned 
in triumydi to their tents. A good breakfa.st awaited us, and, the keen morning 
air having given us ap2)etites, we all did honour to the corned beef and pale ale. 
This task accomplished, some reclined on couches for a siesta, others set out in 
(piest of hares and i)artriilge8 : as for myself, I went with otie of the officers to try 
and find out some of the i)eacock8 whicli were said to be so numerous in that 
neighbourhood. 

We soon killed a few, and were preparing to return to the encampment, 
when my companion, seeing one ])erchcd on the to]) of a tree near the village, 
took aim and brought it down. No sooner was the report heard than we saw the 
villagers come running to us from all directions, and we quickly found ourselves 
in the centre of a dense and clamorous circle, rresently stones began to shower 
uj)on us, and I saw that our position woidd become a dangerous one if we could 
not succeed in calming, to some extent, tlie excitement of the crowd. Seeing the 
2Mtcl of the village in the midst of the ra))ble, 1 to(jk aim at him, calling out that, 
if ho did not make the ]>eople retire, 1 would commence reprisals by shooting 
him. Seeing himself caught, he ordered his men to keep (piiet, and ajrproaclied 
us. lie ])raycd us to excuse him, declaring that he was devoted to the Sahib-log, 
and had endeavoured in vain to stay the attack to which we had licen subjected. 
He expliuned that, as this village contained a great many Bralimins, its inhabit¬ 
ants c:onsidered the i)eacock a sacred l)ird, and never would suH'er it to be 


juirsued. Not allowing myself to be taken in by the smooth tone of the 
patel’s address, I rejjlied that we were strangers in that country, and therefore 
had only erred through ignorance; but that I considered it most improper 


on his part not to luive quietly sent one of his se^joys to warn us, and thus 
ana nuis. xv.., unhap])}’ conflict, which we should be under the neceasity 
• authorities of Ahmedabad. 1 promised to abstain from the 

in la re y a ou ® ‘" q on condition that he would allow us to carry off our 

immeiia e vicim y i.s re ^mUd forthwith retire. This treaty was ratified; the 
the Viceroy, bultan KuiTum , . , , , ■ ^ i ^ • i 

, , ,^puts against us, but, seeing that we were determined 

because, by a mistake on tL ° 

enclosure was not sufficiently h * , t w i i i /•'i ^ » 

,, ,, ,, ,, , ; 1 tents, I related our adventure to Captain B-, 

the blunder could be corrected, i. ., , , 

i, ivfhe young olheer, ray companion, and assured ns 
vice-royalty for the throne of Delh -i m i 

^ ’o easily. The iieacock is the emblem of the 

Field-sports supply almost the c , ., , • i • a 

^ ^ . 1, . , . who presides over births and marriages. As 

garrison; and the neighbouring Tilaim , , . „ • * i ai. i d v • 

f , , . T 1- 1 «whole of Kaiiiootana, and the chase of it is 

be found in India. Tigers and j n mv 

® .1 the neighbourhood of towns and villages. The 
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English Government, moreover, has recognised this custom by a law. However, 
as one rarely knows what reliance is to be placed on the sentiments of the 
inhabitants of any particular village, seeing that some will entreat the Europeans 
to extenninate the ixjacocks, that commit enormous dovasUitions, while others will 
light in their Itehalf, conflicts are continually taking place with the population. 

On the morrow, I held several conferences with sundry camel-drivers, who 
demanded an exorbitant sum to take me to Oudeypoor, on account of tbo evil 
reputation of the road I had chosen for my journey thither. At last I concluded 
a bargain with one of them, who, for the sum of one hundred and twenty-five 
ruj)ees, was to furnish me with seven riding and seven baggage camels. I 
purchased a small and very light tent, in order not to encumlier myself too 
much on so difficult a journey; and I provided a complete supply of beds, cooking 
apparatus, and otlicr things which wo should need in districts devoid of hotels 
and bungalows, and where I foresaw wo should remain at least a year. 



CIIAPTER XII. 


TllJl COUNTRY OF THE BJIEELS. 

Tli« —Till! Eiic;iiiii»ia(!nt itt BiiJiioor.—Tlie DouiiKliSr Hills.—A Lake ainongst tlie 

WDiiiitaiiis.—'riu! Modkiim.—1’lie Tliiikour of Tintoui.—An Old Baoli.—Muiuiors ami 
OnsloiiiB of tlio Blicpls.—'J'lie Maii-ealiiig Tigor.—A ])('rilou8 Eiicoiinler with the Bheels.— 
A Chief us Hostage.—A Bad Rajpoot,—Kaii'H uru. 

HAD fi.xcd ilu' (k'liartun! (if dur (■(i.ravaii for Ukj l9tU iiist., and 
fd tin; np])(iintod liotir tlie (laniels, oroiijxid in the courtyard of 
the bungalow, were waiting to he laden. The two on which 
we were to ride were smartly caparisoned with housing.s of 
silk and a. jirofusion of tas.sels; hut all these ornaments were 
in honour of the ceremony of dejiarture, and would disappear 
when we were otice on the road. Our party consisted of our four servants, two 
saniwalliihs, and seven camel-diiver.s. All were armed with sahrea and guns, 
and each imagined it extremely prohalde that he would shortly he called upon 
to make use of them. 1 assemhled them all before the steps of the bungalow, and 
made them a brief siieeeh, assuring them that the country we were aliout to 
traverse was perfectly safe, and that, moreover, being well armed, we should liave 
nothiug to fear from the Bheels. J apiiointcd a leader of the caravan; and, 
having consulted the itinerary 1 had diawn up, 1 ordered him to encanip that same 
night at the village of Bajjioor, fifteen miles to the north-east of Ahmedabad. As 
for our two selv((s, I had dcicided that we shoidd jiass one more night beneath the 
hosjiitable roof of the bungalow, and only join our camp next morning. 

Our baggage was soon laden, amid the teirible cries of the camels, and I saw 
the little, liand set otl’ surrounded by friends and relatives who were going to 
e.scort them as far as the gates of the city. Some ofheers came to pass tlie 
evening with us, and kept us up till midnight. At four o’clock 1 was awoke by 
my saniwallah, who came to warn me that it was time to be starting. I, in tuni, 
woke Schaumburg, and in a few minutes we were ready. Tlie sani, or riding- 
camel, S(juatted at the door, waiting for me: 1 threw some coverings over tlie 
saddle to make it more comfortahle, and took my place on the hind seat; my 
driver bestrode that in front, and the cmnel spriuig to his feet The saddle used 
for camel-riding, as no doubt most of my readers are aware, is double, so that tlie 
•two riders find themselves fitted close to one another. The position of the one 
who is behind is not the most agreeable on account of this proximity; but I had 
chosen it, to accustom myself a little to the motion of the camel before I attempted 
to guide it myself. 1 remained for half an hour without being able to find my 
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equilibrium, violently jolted and clinging to the back of the camel; my compan¬ 
ion, however, suffere(ifequally with myself. At the end of this time I felt more 
at my ease, and was able to take some notice of tbe road we were tmvelling. 
Ahmedabad was already far off, and the daybreak lighted up an immense plain 
covered with bare fichls and dotted with groups t>f trees, denoting the sites of 
the villages. 

At Ihijpoor, which we re.ached at six o’clock, I found our Unit pitched under 
a large tree on the bank of a river. Our baggage was arranged round another 
tree, where our attendants had established the kitchen and their hcadquartors. 
Muskets and sabres, hanging from the houghs, gave the whole a somewhat warlike 
aspect. I cannot express how this scene, gilded by the splendour of the morning 
sun, trans]wrted me with joy. It was, indeed, the commencement of the serious 
part of my journey. Hitherto I had followed beaten path.s, in countries where 
the influence of civilisation made itself felt, and where I had full directions how 
to proceed; here all was strange to me. What I should lind in Eajpootana—a 
gtxid or a bad reception, a jiaradise or a desert—I knew not. I spent that day in 
going about the village, and in shooting a few hares and j^icacocks, which latter 
were not held sacred here; and towards night 1 en jo}'ed the spectacle of the 
return of the cattle, four or live hundred oxen and Imffaloes passing at full sjieed, 
rushing towards the river to (piench their thirst after a long day of drought. 

I here transcribe my diary, which will enable me to present to my readers a 
more succinct and accurate account of this journey than 1 otherwise could bring 
before them. 

December 21.—We leave Ilajpoor at two o’clwk in the morning. TJie night 
is very dark, but, the country being 2)erfectly flat, our camels luoceed without any 
difficxdty. 'J'he villages are all at some distance from the road, for we do not 
come to one l)efore reaching Deagaum, a town of considerable imjwrtance, where 
we aiTived at four o’clock. We are stojijHMl iit the gate by some sowars, who 
inquire our destination, and procure us hohmias, or guide.s, to conduct us to the 
next village. This institution of hohmiiis is one of the most curious and most 
useful ill this country. They are iiersons of low caste, apixiinted, by way of rent- 
service, to guide travellers from one village to another. Their service is obligatory, 
and the council of the village reconqxinses them by according to them the right of 
sojourning in the locality, and giving tlu-m certain iiortions of arable laud. The 
country being wholly destitute of roads, the traveller would run gi-ei t risk of going 
astray without the assistance of the.se guide.s. The poor fellows have a very trouble¬ 
some vocn,tion, being obliged to get iqi at all hours of the night to escort, for 
several leagues, ]iarties of travellers, who pay them a halfj)pnny jko* coss, or two miles 
English; indeed, they think themselves fortunate if tliey are not eomix^lled to go at 
a double pace, and are not sent away without any remuneration at all. The dawn 
finds us still in the midst of these interminable jdains; meanwhile, the trees Ixscome 
more numerous and form small forests, which jmoclaim that we are a})proaching a 
mountainous region. At six o’clock we reach the village of llesial, where we encanqi 
for the day. Here we essay in vain to ju-ocure i>rovisions, and are obliged'to content 
ourselves with our chickens and the produce of our sport The chief of the village 
comes to pay me a visit, and asks me to make him a present of one of the peacocks 
I have killed. I give him one, and distribute the rest amongst our escort 

December 22.—On setting out from Ee.sial, which we leave at two o’clock iif 
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the morning, we enter upon extensive sandy wastes, where the cold makes itself 
keenly felt; our attendants, enveloped in their wrappings,Appear to suffer very 
greatly from it. At daybreak we penetrate into deep ravines, hollowed out by 
the rains. Tlie Jsteep banks assume most fantastic shapes, and the villages perched 
on their summits appear to be situated on the hciglits of inaccessible hills, whereas, 
in reality, they are on a level with the plain. Near tlie village of Hursole we 
pass a beautiful river, flowing between precipitous cliffs some fifty feet high. The 
great width of its bed, the height of these earthen walls, and the total absence of 
vegetation give an aspect of wild grandeur to this nearly dry nullah. On the 
other side we ascend on to the plain, where we find the ruins of Hursole, an old 
English cantonment, which has been abandoned some years. The broken roofs of 
the barracks and bungalows are covered with creeping plants; and the gardens, 
whose Avails are still standing and the gratings closed, are filled with an exuberant 
vegetation. 

Some miles from this ruined encampment runs a chain of hills, bare and of 
loAv elevation, which may be considered as the base of the Doungher Mountains, 
on the Goojerat side. Beliuid these liills, then, commences the Bftgur, or country 
of the Bheels—that wild and mountainous region which separates the tablelands 
of Malwa from Goojerat, and which forms the south-eastern boundary of the vast 
country of the liajpoots. The mountains that cover this di.strict form the point 
of junction of the two groiit Indian chains of the Arvalis find the Vindhyas, and 
are generally known by the iidiabitants of the country under the name of 
Doungher. .... On crossing these hills the heat becomes excessive, so we delay 
only a very few moments to pursue and kill an anteloiK). 

An hour’s journey across a sandy plain, with the sun darting his rays upon 
us, brings us to the village of Btk Daukrdl. Through an error in my calculations, 
to-day’s journey has been about twenty-two miles, and all my i>arty arrive at 
their camping-gi'ound worn out with fatigue; for this stage, which in Europe 
would be considered very moderate, is almost a forced march in a pathless 
country where you have continually to make a round in this or that direction. 
Bilr Daukrol is a tolerably large village in the midst of a beautiful wood of 
mango-trees. Its inhabitants are still of the Goojerat type, and appear tp have as 

much aversion for the Bheels iis their fellow-countrymen of the plain. 

Duritig the evening 1 make an important addition to our caravan—four soldiers 
from Buttiala, who are returning to their country, and ask leave to join us in 
order to cross the country of the Bheels. They are stout, lively fellows, armed 
with sabres and matchlocks, and I at once accept their proposal, promising that, 
if they behave themselves well from this to that, I will recompense them 
generously Avhen we reach Oudeypoor. The arrival of these auxiliaries is 
welcomed joyfully by my people, and the guard of the encampment is entrusted 
to them for that night. .. 

December 23.—Some few hours’ night marching brings us to the far end of 
those monotonous plains over which we have been travelling since we left Baroda, 
and in tlie morning we reach a pretty village whose huts are ranged on a 
picturesque hill of milky quartz. We traverse a beautiful forest, on leaving 
which we reach the borders of a lake. The scene is one of the greatest possible 
beauty. This vast sheet of water, covered with lotuses in flower, amid wliich 
thousands of aquatic birds are sporting, is encompassed with a screen of banyans 
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and other giants of tlie tropics, of sombre foliage. No luinian being appears on 
these shores, and the inhabitants of the lake enjoy the beautiful morning in 
perfect tranquillity. Long rows of flamingoes, witli roseate wings, seem to be 
luilding a grand review on one of the little islands almost on a level with the 
water; battalions of wild geese, and ducks of a hundred difibrent species, fuiTOW 
these deep waters into regular waves; water-f(»wl, of purjde or indigo plumage, 
.hop over the largo, leaves of the lotus; while herons, adjutants, and karkhoondj 
jrerch on the submerged boughs of the trees along the bank. 1 forbid my folks to 
disturb this aquatic people, and we proceed along the beach without creating any 
great flutter. The coiiutry becomes more and more beautiful. How fortunate I 
am to have preferred these laughing mountain lands to the broilnig plains of 
Deesa! 

As we near Tintoui, where w'e are to encamp, the country is again traversed 
by rills and covered with fields of enchanting verdure. The roads go between 
flowery hedges which rise above our heads, and form a charming avenue which 
leads to the Mookam. 

The Mookam, or “ place of encam])ment,” is in general a wood, silnated near 
,a village, and of which the soil is levelled. It is specially rescu-ved for travellers, 
fuid always provided with a reservoir and sometimes with a small tem])le, so that 
the pilgrim finds there everything nece.ssary for him—water, shade, and a sacred 
place wherein to perform his devotiou.s. The ilookam of Tintoui is of the great¬ 
est beauty: great mango-tree.s, nims, and banyans surround a glade covered with 
green and smooth grass, where 1 had our tent jntched. At a little distance 
appeared the village, seated on a hill, at the entrance of sondu-e defiles, whose 
bluish peaks .stand out on the horizon; a fort with crenellated ramparts command¬ 
ing the country around. 

Tintoui is of great importance from its position at the cTitrancc of the defiles 
of the Hounghf'i’ Mountains. This town is the residence of a Rajpoot bixron, or 
Thakour, who is a tributary of the Mahrattas, but is the real king of the country. 
Tlicse 'Thakours correspond in all re,spccts with our barons of the feudal age; and 
it is very curious to find this system existing in our days, and es])eeially to find it 
with all the particulars that belong to our institutions of the Middle Ages. Like 
our lonls of the olden time, tins I'hakours have the right to administer justice 
throughout their territories, and only acknowledge their dependence on the 
sovereign by a tribute in men-at-arms or money and some rare visits to the 
capital Haughty and turbulent, they arc engaged in continual (piarrels with 
their neighbotirs, and live largely on the pillage of the caravan.« that traverse their 
country. The English Government has, it is true, aj'parcntly jmt this .system of 
brigandage into good order; but; instead of making it disajipear, it has merely 
moderated and regulated it. From being the robber of the caravairs, the Thakour 
has become their protector; instead of pillaging them, he taxes them, after the 
system of “black mail” practised formerly amojigst the Highlander.s. A caravan, 
on reaching the teiTitory of a Thakour, has to jxiy so much per cent, on the viilue 
of its cargo, in consideration of which the Thakour guarantee.^ it a safe' passage 
tlirough the defiles. If, on the contrary, trusting in its own sti-ength, it risks 
itself without this safe-conduct, it is sure to bo attacked and pillagc(i by all the 
mountain bands put on the alert by their chief, wh'* is no other than the Thakmrr. 

The latter, exercising the functions of a magistrate, receives the complaints of 
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the unfortunate victims, records them with much ceremony, and sets his whole 
garrison on the move; but the searches are always in vain,—the soldiers return 
without a prisoner; and, by way of solitary consolation, the niakour points out to 
the raercliants ’what folly and rashness they have displayed in refusing the aid of 
his redoubtable arm. 

On my anival at Tintoui I am received by the Thakour’s guards, who present 
his respects to me, and announce his intention to c-all on me; but, lieing curious 
to see the castle, 1 bog them to conduct me to the presence of their chief. 
A very steep declivity, paved with large Hags on wliich the horses slip at every 
step, leads us to the gate of tlie keep, whicli is defended by small towers and 
a circle of stakes bound with iron. I'he interior so greatly resembles our feudal 
fortresses of the twcdfth and thii'teeiith centuries that the reader may picture 
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to himself the earliest of the numerous castles that adorn the banks of the Rhin^ 
An odd medley of towers, pinnacles, and terraces on one side overlooks the preci¬ 
pice, at the Ixittoin of whiidi are seen the peaceful mansions of Tintoui. . . . . 
Ihe lhakour, a white-bearded liaj|>oot noble, receives me with much affability, 
and iiK|uires the object of my visit. At the name of his suzerain, Khunderao, he 
bows profoundly, while lie replies that, as 1 am the friend of the powerful 
(luicowar, lie is but my humble slave, and that I may freely dispo,se of his 
person, his follower, and his' country. I content myself with only demanding his 
protection in passing through the defiles, and a few horsemen, to add to the 
importance of my caravan. I next (piestion him as to these famous Bheels, their 
habits and customs, and 1 obtain a mass of interesting details. He deplores, with 
real sorrow, the too considerable depredations carried on by his tribes, which* have 
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ruined the country by diverting the caravans into other tracks. The good man 
complains very natui-ally of the rapacity of his neighbours, which liinders liiin 
from indulging his own. 

Some hours after my visit the chief comes to pay me his respects in my camp. 
He is accompanied by a troop of Eajpoot horsemen who caiucole on llieir beauti¬ 
ful Kattywar horses, while the villagers from a respectful distance contemplate 
the interview. The movements of tlie old Thakour are full of dignjty, and his 

• slightest woixis breathe the politeness, replete with eti(|uotte, characteristic of 

a courtier of the court of Oudeypoor—the model of bon ton for the whole of India. 
On quitting me he clasps me in his arms, assuring me tl^t, if so many winters 
had not passed over his head, he would not have yielded to any one the honour 
of guiding my caravan as far (us the outposts of Kairwara. Ilis sou and three 
horaemen, however, join us; and they come that same evening to pitch their tent 
beside ours. 

The Mook 4 m of Tintoui jmsesses one of those antique cisterns known by the 
name of baolis, and which one may class among the most interesting monuments 
of the country. It consists externally of a range of tchatria, or kiosks, placed at 
an equal distance from one another. The entrance of the baoli is under the first 

• kiosk, whence a staircase goes down to a landing-place, situated immediately 
beneath the second kiosk, which thus is 8uppo}'ted by two storej’^s of columns. 
The staircase continually descends, the number of storeys of columns augmenting 
from one kiosk to another up to the hist, which consequently has four or live 
storeys surrounded by galleries; at the extremity is a laige circular well, the water 
of which, at its lev'^el, bathes the last stops of the staircase. These structures arc 
sometimes upwards of three hundred fiset long, and contain regular rooms with 
roofs, supported by elegant })illars and walls decorated with bas-reliefs. When 
they are found, as at Tintoui, in a desert place, I know few monuments that strike 
the traveller more, when, entering them for the first time, he jienctratos gra,dually 
into tliese mysterious galleries. 

But it is time to say a few more words to the reader about these Bheels, 
who have engaged our attention so long, and into whose country we arc about 
to penetrate. 

The Bheels may be considered as the remnant of that great autochthonous 
race which peopled the districts known under the name of ItaJiwotaua and Malwa. 
Driven back by the Aryan invasion, they took refuge in the mountains, and 
forgetting, by degrees, their ancient civilisation, fell into that state of degradation 
in which we find them at the present day. Their legends have preserved few 
memorials of the epoch when they reigned as masters in the plains; nevertheless, 
in one of the songs of their bards we find the origin of the hatred that exists 
between them and the Brahmins. According to them, the god Mahadeo, wandering 
one day, worn out with fatigue, in a forest, was welcomed by a young woman of 
great beauty, the sight of whom restored to him all his vigour. He married her, 
and had several children by her, one of whom, remarkable for Ids ugliness, his black 
skin, and his great strength, killed Nandi, the sacred ox of the god. As a punish¬ 
ment for Ids crime, he was held accunsed, condemned to banishment in the forests, 
and received the name of Nichada or Bheel, that is to say, “ the outlaw.” Can we 
not see from this, that these people, unwilling, like the other Soudras, to submit 
themselves to the yoke of the Brahmins, wore accused by the latter of the crime 
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the most odious in the eyes of the Hindoos, that of killing the sacred ox—a crime 
which, in their pride, they have never chosen to disavow ? Two facts sufficiently 
prove the ancient ix)wer of the Bheels: first, the part wliich one of them always 
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plays in the coronation of the Eajpoot kings of Meywa, when it is a Bheel who 
hands to tlie king the enihlenis of Ids new dignity; and, next, the veneration they 
have preserved for certain mined towns iii the plain, the remains of wliich attest 
an epoch of considerable civilisation. 
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Treated for centuries like wild beasts, the Bheels styled themselves the tliieves 
of Mahadeo, and have made terrible reprisals; they have declared eternal warfare 
a<minst this Hindoo people which lias banished them. Withdrawin" into 
inaccessible districts, they have lived in almost perfect independence, paying 
revenue to no one, and scattering terror amongst merchants and agriculturists. 
They are divided into clans or tribes, commanded by chiefs, to whom they yield 
blind obedience, and who direct their marauding expeditions. Their villages, or 
pdls, are always placed on heights commanding the roads, and each house forms a 
veritable fortress. These houses, whose walls support a roof of thatch, arc placed 
in the centre of an enclosure formed of brushwood and cactus. In case of danger 
the inhabitants intrench themselves behind these walls, through which they watch 
their enemy and can launch their ar£ows. At the least serious alann, the women 
and children join the cattle and seek safety in the ravines, whilst the men remain 
alone to defend the hearth. 

They do not recognise any caste amongst them, and the tribes mutually inter¬ 
marry. Their marriage ceremony is extremely simple. On a fixed day all the 
marriageable young men make their choice among the marriageable girls, and each 
takes the object of his choice into the forest, whence they return, as legally married, 
a few days after. 'I’heir religion is perfectly primitive, their principal divinities 
lieing the maladies and the elements. A mass of stones daulied with red ochre, 
or a flagstone rudely sculptured, constitutes their temple. They have, however, a 
special devotion for the mhoioaJi, that gigantic tree that furnishes them with 
everything—oil, wood, and spirits : they hang ulensils of iron on its branches, 
and consummate their union beneath its shade. They have no prejudice as to the 
food that constitutes their nourishment, ami eat with indifference everything that 
comes in their way. The Eheels are generally of tlie middle height, and, though 
wanting the elegant form of the Hind(K), are much more robust. Their strength 
and agility are sometimes surjirising. Their features are coarse, the nose often 
flat, and the cheekbones prominent; their black hair hangs down round their heads 
uncared for, a simple twist bound round the temples serving them for a tiu’ban. 
They go almost eompletely naked, wearing, in general, only a lungouti, two or 
three fingers in breadth. The women are of a superior type, not .so dark, and of 
an elegant figure, their carriage always bearing the impress of a certain pride. 
Their costume consists of a piece, of cloth which encircles the loins, and being 
drawn over the shoulder, leaves one of the breasts bare; and they wear on their 
arms and legs such a number of bangles that they reach from the wrist to the 
shoulder and from the ankle to the knee. The bangle is made of a material veiy 
similar to English sealing-wax, and is painted in many patterns. The Bheel never 
goes out. without his bow and arrows. The bow is very ingeniously constructed of 
two pieces of bamboo, the thinnest forming the string; the arrows are two feet 
long, and made of a very light reed, feathered, and armed with a point of forged 
iron, from four to nine inches long. They are very adroit in the management of 
tliis weapon, and hit their mark with great precision at twenty-five yards’ distance; 
they use them even in tiger-hunting. Hunting and fishing are their »favourite 
occupations. They join in great numbers to make their hatiucs, and have a way 
of poisoning the watercourses by means of the milk of the cactus, and thus 
catching the fish they contain. 

The Bheel wives exercise gi-eat influence over their husbands, and it is said that 
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they are very humane towards the prisoners. In spite of their intestine strifes, the 
tribes always unite together in a case of common danger. As soon as tlie hisri, 
or war-cry, compo.sed of several acute syllables, resounds in the valley, it is trans¬ 
mitted from p&l to pal, and in a shoi-t time hundreds of wai-riors are assembled at 
one iK)int. They also imitate very readily the cries of jackals, hyenas, and birds 
of the night, and can thus communicate signals to one another. Notwithstanding 
their faults, the Bheels have two qualitie.s which are often wanting in the Hindoos 
—that is to say, a profound gratefulness towards their benehictors and a great 
resjiect for their jdedged faitli. They have given a striking proof of the first in 
the revolt of 1857, in pi-otecting the English menaced by their Sepoys, and in 
enrolling themselves to go and tight the insurgents. They owe, indeed, very 
much to the English, who have done everything to draw them from tl>eir bar- 
barisju and who have already succeeded in putting a .stoj) to the aids which ‘ho 
Il.aj|)oots used annually to make into the cfamtry, in order to t'nrn the /ails niul 
the crops of the unhai>]\y savages. As to the [)oint of honour, the” carry it 'o 
far that they would allow to pass in jierfeet sid'cly nd evtn prot .1 i' '■ 
caravan which had obtained the jiromise of a siife-coi,. ci, even fro’o (r e o 
their children. 

The Bheel tribes still people the whole Bagur, a )‘art of the ’‘^dn (■‘■’ ihe 
Arvalis and nearly all the Viiidliyas. We may ^b.Mclore f. 'imato their nuniber 
between one and two millions of souls, winch shows that they stnl constitute on 
of the most im)>ortant of the races of I’dia, worthy, .ice rdi. g to all aceoinus, of 
a careful stud)n The intermixture of 'lie hlaicls and h’ajpoiits has given bino to 
the caste of the Bhilalas, who are very numerous in tlie valhiys of Meyw'ai’, but 
do not j)ossess any of the good cpralities of either race. 

JJcfianber 24.—This morning, at the, moment o*' de]>avture, there is iKjarly a 
revolt amongst our troo]i, who icfuse to march before suniise. The ;e of tliis 
strange conduct is the news that tlierc, is at this moment, lying in wait by the 
rcj.adside, an adniihviuwallah, that is to say, a tigei’ of the class ealL.d “ man- 
eaters.” 'J’lie .young 'J'hakour j(.iinK me in persur ling them t(» start, and sneceeds 
in this hy jiointing out to them that, as the tiger had I’cct rtly killed a man (for 
this was the news that laid so frightened them), he mu.st he satiated, and that 
this is the most favouralde moment for nassing safe and souu> We leave the 
camp amid the murninrs of the camel-drixers, who find th,it it ’s already quite 
eftough to expose their camels to he taken hy the Blieels, without tigers joining 
the party. Our trooj) has, however, oecoine suflieieiitly imposing to keep these 
enemies at a distance; it now amounts to weuty-three armed men wherewith to 
sustain a battle against the Bheels. 

Buktawar Sing, the young Tliakour, rides by my side, and entertains me with 
anecdotes about the Bheels. Ho tells me also of the devastations committed In 
the country by this man-eater, that has so terrified our people; who passes very 
few days without finding a new victim, and is so crafty that the hunters have 
never yet been able to take him. The Hindoos pretend that ■ a tiger which has 
once tasted human flesh will never more eat any other kind; on the other hand, 
European hunters, having frequently remarked that those man-eaters are always 
bare of parts of their coats, and sickly, have attributed this condition to the effect 
of human flesh. Tire most simple explanation of these two hypotlicses is this: 
When the tiger grows old, he loses, like all animals, a great part of his strength 
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and all his agility. Should he then attack, as before, a strong bullock on the 
mountain, he is rej)ulsed or only brings it down with difficulty; should he 
pursue a stag or an antelope, ho finds it iinpo.ssible to catch it. He therefore 
watches anxiously by the roadside and sees a man approaching; his liunger 
overcomes tlic f(*ar lie always lifts for this strange animal, and he finds him an 
ample and easy prey. This is why he abandons every other kind of chase, and 
lives on mankind only. 

A short distance from Tinloni the defiles become mirrower; and fit daybreak 
we find our.seiies al. flic bottom of a narrow gorge, overhung everywhere by walls 
of iififirly bliick roffk; ft thick forest, composed of the most magnificent odorous 
sb-iibs of India, covering the sides and the crests of the mountain. The land- 
.scape is of a w'ld and grtind beauty, suriiassing our most beautiful European scenes. 
Enormofi.^i 'lioc’cs of white (piartz, thrown here and there, sparkle in the .sun. Tlie. 
1 .ils of ,ie i;' jc's, ))lace<I on the summit of the cliflis, with a scanty circle of fields 
id, llieir j’ly.L, re.^.^mbie, with tli'di walls of backwood, gigantic (iiigles’ nests. At 
various distaociis, (be dark figure of a libeel stands out on tlie summit of a rock. 
These are (' ' seuliiiels who keep watch over the road; not one of our movements 
escap(!s tlio-r observ'atioi-,.) it our nundier and the protecthai of the Thakour 
guainntee us against iiny a,tack. 

.!'■ vaik.y we traverse about (uglit o’clock in the morning is one of the most 
.sa'’ro>l phiees i,i the liagiir. In the ceutre of !i wood phinted with fruit trees, rise 

<jr I'oui’ ])agodas of great antii|uity, visited !i(. certain periods of the j'Ciir liy 
the iUieel trilies, iind even bv the Ifajpoots in the neigbbourliood. They arc 
teni))les, with tall, slender towers covered with sculptures; miigiiificent column.s, 
of the Jai'n order, sujiport eltjgaid |>cristyles; and statues of elejihants, with 
elcvati'd triudc.s, guard the entrance. At the time wt) jiiissi'd, some bards alone 
inhabited this siicred oasis, and I envieil them tluur lot. A few juices from the 
temjile a largv .streiim flowed, winding in its course lieneath the trees, among the 
braiiehes of w'bich tliousamis of birds, of golden jilumage, and jiarrots .sjiorted. 
vSuch a calui reigned all around, such a, jileasant coolness over all the wood, that I 
longed to jiass at least one day there; but the want of jrovisious for my nunurous 
('.scort hindered me from e.staldi.shing my camj) there. It is imjwssible to dream 
of a more iKiautiful comer of the earth than this oasis, hidden in the midst of the 
gorg(;s of the Dounghers. 

Tlie sun already is high above the horizon hetorc we rtiach the Mookfim 
of Sameyra. This village, belonging to a 'J'bakour, a vassal of the Ihijah of 
1 loungherporo, is situated at the entrance of a ricli but suudl valley. Here, 
again, the Thakour’s fort commands the neighbourluM.d. With this chief, also, I 
have an exchange of courtesies, and 1 obtain two sowars to add to my escort. 

. . . . A few jiaces from our tent is one of those curious baolis whicli I have 
already descrilied at Tintoui. 'J'his one ajijiears to be of greater antujuity, and its 
columns and bas-reliefs are sujierior in execution. Towards evening the young 
Bheel women came to fill their pitchers at the cistern. I admire these sujierb 
groups of young half-clad women, of elegant forms, advancing gracefully and 
supporting their amphorie on their heads. Some of the men come to sit under 
the kiosks of the baoli, and attentively inspect us. The setting sun gilds the 
summits of the surrounding peaks, and illumincv. with a fanta.stic light the 
sublime picture spread before us. This night the sentinels are doubled, and 
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fires are lighted round the camp to show the liheels that we are on the 
watch. 

Dcccmher 2$.—Having to cross some difficult passes, we did not raise our 
eiu;amj)meut till six o’clock in the morning. Tlio country is of an aspect 
iiide.scril)ably wild. Tlie depths of the valleys are encumbered with piled-up 
fragments of rock, between which wind naiTow paths; and it is marvellous to see 
with what patience and address our heavily-laden ojimels overcome all these 
ol)stacles. The horsemen of Tintoui and tlie soldiers from Puttiala form with me 
the advanced guard; our camels, with their drivers, and thirty Indian travellers 
who have joined us at diderent places on the route to cross the defiles under our 
protection, are together in the centre; and Schaumburg, with some horsemen, 
Inings up the rear. This redoubling of ]>recautions has lieen recommended to us, 
for we have to cross one of the most redoubtable districts, the inhabitants of which 
do not resp(!ct any caravan. After several very narrow passes, we enter a fertile 
valhiy, shut in betwe(!n superb mountains: the coup d’wil is very imposing; these 
masses of rock, these forests covering the declivities, form a whole of much 
grandeur. The pills are very numerous, and appear in ranges on both sides. 
Scarcely liad we entered this jdace when an incident occurred that might have put 
a stop to our journey altogether. During the morning we itassed some Bheels,' 
who went by calm and silent, without res2wnding to tlie fraternal salutes which 
our sowars addressed to them. One of the latter, indignant at this incivility, took 
advantage of one of these men lieing alone to throw himself upon him, beat him, 
and snatch away his bow and arrows. This affair, which might have had such 
terrible consequences for ns, took jdace unknown to me, occupied as I was in dis¬ 
cussion with Buktawar; but I was soon informed of it, for the soldier, knowing 
that I had manifested a desire to posse.ss some Bheel arrows, came in triumph to 
bring me his troi»hy. I at once comprehended the danger we ran, and had 
scarcely had time to give some orders when the war-cry resounded in the valley, 
and was nqreated by all the echoes. From every pill that we could see, men 
came running down towards us. To describe the confusion that then broke out 
in the centre of our caravan wouhl be almost an impossibility. The women 
shrieked ; tlie merchants behaved like madmen ; even the camel-driver’s joined in 
the ujiroar. As for our soldiers, their attitude was wortliy of all jiraise. They 
^proceeded to charge their jiieces and light their matches, and awaited my orders. 
The Bheels, seeing us take up our jiosition, advanced irresolutely; our fire-arms 
intimidated them somewhat. However, they were already in great force, and some 
ventui’ed to shoot arrows at us, but out of rirnge. A few of them managed 
to draw near us by creeiiing behind the bushes, and discharged a few shots, one of 
which lilt a camel, which liegan bellowing and thereby added to the disorder. I 
was about to give orders to resiiond by opening fire ujion them when I saw 
an old Bajpoot honseman of our escort from Sameyra set off at a galloi) towards 
some high tufts of grass near which were our camels. Buktawar and I followed 
him. At the moment vve joined liim, we saw him face about and fall, with raised 
sabre, upon a poor old Bheel, cowering in the grass; who was soon made prisoner, 
and in the twinkling of an eye had liis hands bound. This action produced a 
magical effect. I heard terrible cries raised around; arrows fell thickly about us; 
and several shots wore fired on the jiart of the caravan. We beat a retreat with 
our jirisoner; and, the old sowar having had time to explain that he knew the 
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old fellow very well as the chief of one of the iJ!l.ls, I had it j)roelaiiiied to tlie 
IJheela that, if they c^jntiniied to assiiil us, oiir first act should be to kill the old 
chief; to which they replied with loud cries, but did not rctira When 1 luul the 
old Bheel unlxuuid, he explained to me, in bad Iliudostani, how dtseply the jieople 
of his tribe had been pained and shocked by the insult we had inflicted upon them 
in maltreating one of their number. They thought themselves, he said, under the 
protectiotr of Eurojieans, and were not accustomed to such proceedings. Ho 
'demanded the re.storation of the lx)w and arrows lately despoiled. I assured him 
that I deplored the event, and offered to give up the bow and an-ows, and to make 
the sowar apologise. The lx)w and an-ows were then returned ; but, as for himself, 
we detained liim till we got out of the valley. At the moment of restoring him 
to liberty, I had a large glass of brandy filled, which he drank off at a single 
draught, and which seemed to gain me his entire friendship. He quickly rejoined 
his own friends, who had followed us in silence; and thereupon he launched 
against our party all the impreciitions imaginable, crying out that he did not 
recognise the obh'gation of sidutation, except in the presence of Sahibs, and that, 
if he ever again saw any of our followers in tlie valley, tlusy should feel his 
vengeance This last menace apparently did not in the least disturb our sowars, 
although they had to return home by the same road. 

We eneamjied, to-day, near tlie town of Betchouwai’a, situate in the centre of 
a wide valley; pitching our tent under the slielter of a hill, on which is a temple 
dedicated to Ganesa, to ensure ourselves some little jirotection against the sharp 
wind which has lieen blowing since moniing. The Thakour of the place came to 
])ay us a visit; and having imlulgcd—no doubt to give himself .some assurance— 
in copious likitions, he anived in a lamentable state of intoxicfition. He a2)peared 
to bo jiroud and hai'sh with his subjects, and, during the interview, he afforded us 
an unheard-of serio-comic spectacle by making us profuse apologies; taking us, in 
fact, for English officials authorised to exact an account of his conduct. 

Having need of some jirovisions which 1 could not procure in the village, I 
made a bargain with liim, whereby he undertook to sujqily eight fowls and four 
dozen eggs for a bottle of English rum. 

Decemher 26.—The defiles become more sjacious, and the mountains, less 
lofty and quite bare, seem to be entirely conqKisod of a very brilliant laminated 
schLst, funewed by thick veins of milky quartz. Setting out at five o’clock in the . 
morning from onr hist camji, we reached Khairwara towards noon. It is a long 
valley, surrounded by mountains, circular and of small elevation. In tlie centre 
is the English ont-station of Khairwara, whose bungalows, bamick,s, and bazaar 
cover small isolated mounds. This out-station, or advanced post, is a jxiint of 
observation established by the British Government some years ago to keep the 
Bheels in check; and the garrison is entirely com|io.sed of native mountaineers, 
commanded by three Eurojjean officers, who, with the doctor, constitute the whole 
society of this forloni jioint. On my arrival, I at once sought the residence of 
Major Mackenzie, the commanding officer of the jilace, and learned with regret 
his recent departure together with his officers; the date of their retuim not Iwing 
known. To console us, however, a havildar of the Bheel regiment very politely 
conducted us to a jiretty bungalow, which the Major kindly ]daces at the disjKisal 
of tlie few and far-between visitors. 

Decemher 27.—The pleasure of finding ourselves in a comfortable habitation 
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decided us on remaining over to-day at Kliainvara. It is the first house in India 
in wliich I iiave found a fireplace, and the rigorous cold makes me appreciate all 
tlie comfort of a good fire. To crown our happiness, the Major arrived during the 
day, and immediately invited us to come to his house. He was a channingly 
agreeahle man, and one who testified as much interest in, as astonislunent at, the 
object that led us to traverse these regions. He listened attentively to every¬ 
thing I related to him, and considered tliat we had escaped a great danger in our 
rencontre on the 25 th. We spcJit a delightful evening with the officera at the 
Major’s house; all of wlimn expressed tluur surprise at our pursuit of the route 
we had chosen. Eiglity miles still sei)aruti!d us from the end of our journey; 
hut, though still in the Illieel country, we had nothing more to fear. 







CHAPTER XIII. 

THE COUNTRY OF THE BHEELS—{Continued). 


The Aravali Mountains and thciv Riches.—Pursad.—Jackals,—Wc lose our Way.—Oudeypoor, 
the Capital of Meywar.—Our Bivouac at the Arena.—We are taken for Spies.—The Rajpoots. 
—Legends.—The Rao of Baidlah.—The Triumphal Arch at Tripolia.—'J'he Town.—Luke 
Peshola.—ITie Islands. 

N the inorniiiff of the 28th of Peceinhcr our ciiravaii started 
from Kliairwara, escorted by five liorsemen from the coiitiugeiit 
of Oudeypoor, who, hy the orders of Major Nixon, took the platie 
of the sowars of Sameyra and Tintoui, wliom 1 had dismi.ssed. 

At the ilistance of one or two miles from the station, we 
entered the dtdiles. The ii.s[ieet of the mountains w’as com¬ 
pletely changeil; (heir lofty peak.s, Itare and nigged, differed very much from tlie 
steep hills of southern Bilgur, wliile their chains lanng farther aiiart formed broad 
valleys fuiTowed hy watercourses. We had left the Vindhyas and had now 
entered the Aravalis. 'J’his chain which, separating from the great network of 
mountains, runs in a northerly direction through the whole of Rajpootana as far 
Delhi, is one of the richest and least known throughout India. The greater part 
of it is comjiosed of gi-anite, resting on massive and comjiact beds of dark blue 
slate; its valleys abound in coloured (piarlz, and in schistous, laminated slate, 
which present every possible tint from jiurple to gold. Its jn-oductions are 
inexhaustible, and here arc often found black and coloured marble, gneiss, and 
syenite. Besides gold, silvi'r, cojiper, lea^l, and tin, tins chain contains rock 
ciystal, amethysts, chrysoline, carbuncles, and garnets, as wcdl as a lew small 
emeralds; all which riches lie unused. 

After a long march wc reached Pursad, where we were to encamp. The 
valley surrounding the village had been cleared of wood, to make room for fields, 
which enabled one to take in the wliole view at a glance. The houses are 
prettily grouped on the ridge of a sterile hill, crowned witli rose-coloured (juartz ; 
the gardens slope down gently to a nullah; and, l ising above all, stand the sharp 
peak of a pagoda and the towers of the baronial castle. The higher parts of the 
mountain are inhabited by P&l Bheels. We hesitated for an instant betwewi an 
ancient and iricturesque caravansary and a venerable banyan-tree on the edge of 
the nullah; but the latter secured the cljpice, and we pitched our tents beneath 
its enomouB branches. I received the visit of the Thakour, and during the march 
two sowars from Khairwara joined us, having been sent as a reinforcement by 
Major Nixon. Our caravan, like a snowbaU, had ;iO increased in size since we left 
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Ahmedabad that, in the evening, when all the camp-fires were lighted, a stranger 
might have taken us for the vanguard of an cxjMjdition, instead of jieaceable 
travellers on the march. 

Ouo of the oflicei-s of the garri.sou at Khaii-w'ai’a had been kind enough to 
give me a volume of Bishop Heber’s travels in C’entnil Indi.a, and 1 sjient the 
evening in extracting from the accounts of this indefatigable traveller information 
concerning the country through which I was about to pass. In 1820, at'the 
time when he imdertook to visit IJajiiootana, he says that the journey was tjon- 
sidered as dangerous as that into the centre of Africa. He had great difficulty 
in collecting an escort to accompany him into these regions, wliich every one 
depicted as savage and inhospitable, destitute of provisions and water, and overrun 
by bands of brigands, hardly more to be feared by the traveller than the inhabi¬ 
tants themselves. It is no doubt owing to these rather exaggerated descriptions 
of Tod and Heber that many succeeding travellers have abandoned this magnificent 
country, concerning which we have had scarcely any iufonnation since that time. 

Seveiul times during the night I was awakened by the piercing cries of 
jackals prowling round the camp. Annoyed by their })eiseverance, 1 went out 
of my tent to tell one of the sentries to drive them off by firing. But the soldim‘.s.. 
tired out by their long day’s march, were all fast a.sleep round the fires, having 
left the custody of the camp to the moon, which was shining with unusual 
brilliancy. 1 walked towards the lazy men to recall them to their duty, when I 
saw, at a short distanca? from me, azi animal rise to its feet, and move away 
slowly; it was a cheetah which had approached our ilrcs in the ho|«i of surprising 
one of our dogs. T allowed it to go off in jie.ace, and awoke the guaivls with a 
sharp re})rimaiid for their negligence. 

On the mor ning of the 29th we entered a series of gorges, mvirres, and defiles, 
of a chameter so wild and rugged that, for a moment, I fear'ed the route woitld be 
impracticable fur our beasts of burden. The grourrd was fonued of dar-k slate, 
pre.serrting its edges like knife-blades; ami 1 am still at a loss to understand how 
our poor camels managed to get over it without wourrds. To look at their long 
feet artd huge hunrps, one can scarcely believe that these desert ships are so 
usrdrrl amongst the morrrrtains, carrying heavy boxes simply balanced, and passing, 
with the confidence of mountain mules, over the mo.st difficult jdaces. 

At eleven o’clock we descended into a beautiful valley, tlu’ough which ran a 
deep nullah. A nragnificent gr-oup of temples, built of white marble, stood in the 
centre of the plain, at a short distance from the village of Jowar. Major Mackenzie 
had recoiirmcrtded me to pay them a visit, turd had even advised me to establish 
myself in one of them. 1 followed his advice, atrd, whilst our men were pitching 
their tents Ireneath tire gigantic banyan-trees which guarded the entrance, I took 
ixissession of a splendid Irtill in the largest pagoda. 

This was the first sirecimen of the famous Jain arclritecture of Ihiiasthan 
which 1 had had the opi>ortunity of seeing, and I examined it with the greatest 
interest. The sanctuary, surmounted by a lofty tower of a slightly pyramidical 
form, is covered with an infinite number of statues and fine sculptures, forming a 
wonderful nredley. Most of them represent musicians, dancing-girls, monsters, 
and Hindoo gods worshipping impassible pontiffs of the Gymnosophists of India. 
In front of the sanctuary is situated the chouri, the most important part of tire 
temple, that which is reserved to the worshippers. It is formed of slender 
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coluirins, angular in shape and very simple, enclosing a lingo square hall sur¬ 
rounded by balconies. The pillars leave, quite hi the centre of the hall, a large 
circular space, covered by one of those wonderful Jain cupolas, which the small 
columns raise several feet alxive the flat roof of the hall, thus giving it a light and 
airy appearanca In no other monument had I found such height combined with 
such lightness, shnplicity, and good taste. The white marble, of which it is 
entirely built, had acquired a yellowish tint from age, which unule it look like a 
building of carved ivory. 

In front of the principal temjile a great many statues lay scattered about, 
some of serpentine, others of black marble; which had fallen from the ruins of 
destroyed temples. On the other side of the river, at the foot of a steci) bank of 
pink-coloured slate, stood another group of temples, inhabited by bats and over¬ 
grown with l)rixmbles, which contained a few statues of the Tirthankars. All 
these monuments prove what efforts the Jain missionaries made to convert and 
civilise the inhalntants of these valleys. They may he said to have succeeded 
for the time; but at present nothing remains to tell of their passage but these few 
magnificent rolic.s. 

One stage only separated us now from Oudeypoor; hut, as a long march was 
l>efore us, I announced to my men that we would take advantage of the full moon 
to strike the c<unp at one o’clock in the morning. Accordingly we only took a 
nap; and at the hour above mentioned, having provided ourselves with Bheel 
guides, supplied by the Thakour of Jowar, w'c started on our march. The moon 
lighted up the country biilliantly, and we were advancing rapidly, when the guide 
suddenly declared that he had mistaken the way. This di<l not .seem probable; 
nevertheless, we had to resign ourselves to our fate and follow him across the 
forest, our camels stumbling against the rocks and impeded by the prickly bushes. 
We dismounti^, and, fires being lighted, watchfully and patiently awaited the 
dawn. At about five o’clock in the morning we started afresh on our journey, 
and had the satisfaction of finding a path which led to a village. Before reacliing 
it a tiger caused us some alarm. It crossed our path, gazed at us for a few 
moments, and then buried itself in the jungle; but the cumels were very much 
frightened at the sight of it, and gave us much trouble all the way to the village. 
On arriving, the Bheels answered our inquiries moat courteously, and, odering 
themselves as guides, abused the man who had guided us from Jowar. 

By sunrise we were crossing magnificent forests, where we saw numerous herds 
of wild boars. The forest then seemed to come to an abrupt termination; and 
at seven o’clock we found ourselves surrounded by numberless small mounds, 
which were covered with luxuriant crops of an herb called Kalam. I have 
rarely seen such an original-looking country. Game was abundant among the 
gross and bashes, and I killed, even from our path, a great many partridges and 
jungle-fowL 

At length we passed round the last hill, and Oudeypoor, the capital of 
Meywar, was before us. My men shouted and danced for joy. As for iqyself, 1 
stood in ecstasy gazing on the sublime panorama spread out at my feet Never 
had I even hoped to see anytliing so beautiful: it resembled one of the fairy cities 
in the Arabian Nights. In the foreground a long line of forts, pagodas, and 
palaces stood out from a background of gardens, above which apjieared the town, 
a fantastic assemblage of bell-turrets, towers, and kiosks, built up the side of a 
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pymuidical hill; ou the summit of which was an immense palace of white 
marble, which contrasted finely with the dark blue of the mountains behind it 
Tliis palace, with its s])lendid proportions, a]»peared to soar like tlie New Jerusalem 
above a terrestrial city. Neither pen nor pencil could give the marvellous effect of 
that town, which is well named Oudeypoor, the City of the liising Sun. Soon, 
however, this beautiful sight disajopeared as we descended with difficulty into the 
desolate ravines which guard this paradise. 

On apioroaching the town, 1 iiKpiired of several passem-by for the rood leading 
to the Eesidence of the Engli.sh agent, and they eagerly accompanied us to it. 
It is a huge palace, surmounted by domes and extensive terraces which cover the 
whole summit of a hillock to within a short distance of the ramparts. 

Some servairts in scarlet livery announced, to rtry gr-<!at rlisaiiyrointment, that 
the Etrglish agent had rrot yet returired from his lour of inspectiorr, and that it 
would be impossible for us, in his abseitcc, to find any lodgings irr the city. I 
cast a hopeless look on the surrouitdirtg country, where 1 saw irothing but stony 
hills, without a singlt! tree to shade our tent from the mid-day sun or to shelter 
us from the cold at night At this rnonrent n jhmofar, or head servant, (raine 
nxtrrrirrg to offer rrs apartrnerrts in the buildings of the ]»alace. There wa.s no rrse, 
in hesitating, and 1 accepted, though somewhat rehrctantly, the jemadar h ofler-, 
making rrp nry niirrd to quit the Ifesidency as soon as I coulil find some cam]>ing- 
ground. 

Orr the followitrg day, Decendrer 31 st, our first care was to ride off to pay 
a visit to the Dewarr, Luchmarr Eao, for whom we had a letter from Major 
Mackenzie. Orrr .s(jwar-s fonned oirr escort, and our little troop directed its 
course towards the Cate (rf Elepharrts, which wa.s the nearest of tlxrse wliich gaver 
entrance to the town. The ranrparts, lofty artd looiJioled, are sitrrounded by a 
deej.) ditch, fidl of ninrring water; but they arc composed of simjde walls of great 
thickness, without counterforts or earthwor-ks: a few canrrorr-shot would nrake a 
formidable breach in them. At regular irrtervals the wall is supprrted by square 
bastions, anned with cannon. The gateway itself, which is very str’ongly fortified, 
forms a winding entrarree, defended by several portcullis, arrd under the fire of 
the guns; while the gates themselves are armed with iroir sjukefr, which prevertt 
assailants from employirrg eleirharrts to break them irr. 

The officer comntanding the guard cartte out at our apjiroach, artd asked us 
where we wore going. At the name of the Dewan, however, he signed to us to 
pass, and deputed a soldier to conduct us to his abode. We then errtered a 
crowded and very narrow bazaar, where orrr sowars cleared the way for us, the 
peo[»le staring at us with great curiosity, and appearing little accustomed to see 
any other Europeans than those of the Itesidcncy. Everything was new to me; 
the architecture of the houses, the tyires of the iirhabitants, the temples which I 
saw risirrg on all sides, the magnificent buildings standing amoirgst half-ruined 
hovels;—everything that surrounded me was not only new, but strikingly 
picturesque as well, of a character that I never even dreamt of. 

I dismounted in the courtyard of the house of Luchman liao. It was rather 
a poor-looking, though origiiral, edifice, with colonnaded galleries embellishing the 
front, and the casements of the windows, partitioned with perforated slabs, pro- 
jectirrg from the building. The minister received us well; hut he was a Brahmin, 
not a Eajpoot. Having been informed of the purpose of our travels, he answered 
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with those Indian promises which mean nothing at all. “ We wish to see the 
Maharano.” “Certainly ; he will Ikj very hap])y to receive you.” I?ut as to how, 
when, or wliere, 1 could nut get tlu! Iea,st e.xplanatioii. 

1 asked him urgently to procure us some l()dging.s in the town; hut, refusing 
to take tliat responsibility on himself witliout consulting the liana, he offered us 
the buildings of the Hawalla, or Arena, outside the town, and uciar the Kesidency. 
I had nothing to do but to accci)t them, and I left him with bitter feelings, as I 
’ compared my reception at Baroda with that which 1 had received here in the 
capital of the Sun of the Hindoos. 

I returned to the llesidency and found all my men in holiday attire, and our 
table laden with a Homeric repast—(punters of venison, vegetables, and fi-uit. 1 
demanded an explanation of all these festive prcpai'ations. My servants came in 
order and saluted me, saying that it was to celebrate the end of the year, and to 
put me in a right frame of mind to commence the next. We sat down, .Schauiidjiirg 
and I, by ourselves, to the feast, and drank to that new year of whit-h we exyiected 
so much, and which found us isolated and abandoned in an inhospitable town. 
Hut our impressions underwent a considerable change in a few days. 

On the following day, the ist January 1866 , we transjiorted our goods and 
chattels into the buildings of the Arena. At any other tinuj I should have 
admired them; but the day was c(Jd, and 1 coidd nowhert; discox er in all tlie 
colonnades any shelter fiom the wind, whicli ])ut me rather out of humour. I was 
obliged, tlierefore, to make an artilicial room in tlie centre of the largest hall, by 
spreading the khanats of our tent from pillar to jiillar. 

This Arena, in winch Ibriaerly were held (dejdiant-fights and combats between 
men, consists of .several huge pavilions, partly surrounding a long court, shut in on 
the side towards the country by wjdls. I'he jxivilions are of an imposing stylo, 
raised on stone ten-aces, six or eight nuitres Jngh, and formed of rows of pillai-s 
which support a Hat roof. That which we occupied contained no hxss than forty- 
eight pillars, ariunged in four rows, giving a very pretty effect. In these buildings, 
besides, no wuill intervened to hide the view, so tliat from the centre of this 
elevated ajiartmeut one overlooked the whole neighbourhood. Hucli was the 
lodging that we owed to the high protection of the jirime minister, and to the 
munificence of the Rana—very grand and beautiful as a monument, and no 
doubt very pheasant in summer, but very, uncomfortable during the cold weather. 

Shortly after our instalment we received several visitors, amongst others the 
Director of Prisons and a cajitain of the guards. These two were very civil to us; 
but they plied us with reiterated cpiestions, and I saw that they had a vague 
suspicion that we were spies. I kept on repeating that we had come to visit the 
country, to study its customs and explore its wonders. They incessantly asked, 

“ Who sent you ? ” and all my explanations failed to convince them that 1 had 
incuiTcd all the dangers of my long travels for the love of science. 

The prime minister himself paid us a visit, accompanied by an imixising 
escort. He was extremely polite, admiring the ingenious way in which we had 
fitted up the Burra Derah, going into ecstasies over our horses, and delighted with 
everything we had with us. Then, in the most artless manner, be begged me to 
let him know the political mission I was charged with, adding that no one should 
hear of it but the Eaua. However, seeing that I persisted in my denial, he 
promised to present me officially to the prince tlie next day. 
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On the following day the same thing happened. At the very moment when 
I was starting to attend the promised audience, one of the king’s secretaries, 
Bui want llao by name, came'galloping up on horseback and made me turn batik. 



SAMBHOO 8JNG, THE MAHABANA OF MEVWAB. 


With an air of great importance he informed me that it was necessary for me to 
explain all that I wished to say to the liana, before the interview. I had a great 
mind to send him back with a message to say that I did not care to see the Rana 
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at all; but I checked my impatience sufficiently to repeat my explanations, and 
to content myself with the usual answer. This time the secretary took short-hand 
notes of what 1 had said, and he left me with the assurarice tliat I should have 
the desired interview in the course of a few days. 

My reason for insisting on seeing the liana was that, if I was once received 
by him, I could count on a good reception from all the otlier liajjtoot liajahs, as 
tlicy consider him the head of their rsice. 

Tlie present Maharana of Meywar, Samblioo Sing, (initc a yotmg man (eighteen 
years of age), a Rajpoot Ghelote of the clan of Sosoudias, gs the recognised repre¬ 
sentative of the Souriavanses, the famous Indian race of the Sun. 

Tliis renown, which belongs to a family of princes of secondary rank, is due 
to the courage with which it opposed tlie Miassulman invasions. When conquenid, 
it broke off that degniding though profitable alliance witli the imperial family at 
Delhi, which the other Rajahs eagerly accei)ted, and preserved the purity of its 
caste at the cost of its blood. This courage has not only placed it at the head of 
the Indian nobility, but has also given it many honours and prerogatives. In the 
sissembly of princes the Rana always occupies the seat of honour, and has the 
right of speaking; and, in the discussions which often arise amongst the Rajjwots 
on points of caste or religion, he is the sole arbitrator, and from his sentence there 
is no appeal. 

The territory belonging to this family is, as near iis possible, the same as it 
has been over since the Ghelote Rappa overthrow the Mori kings of Chittoi’e, in 
728, and established tlie dyna.sty of the Ranas. It comprises the provinces of 
Meywar, bounded on the south by the Vindbya Mountains, on the west by the 
Aravalis, on the east by Malwa, and on the north by Ajmere. The revenues of 
this state, being at the present time some forty lakhs of rupees, place it among 
the secondary states, although its extent, which is really considerable, assigns it a 
higher rank. The future of this country should be very great, for it ought to 
increase its revenue a hundredfold. Amongst the genealogical claims made by 
the Ranas, there are two which are worthy of notice. 'They claim connection 
with the kings of Persia, through a daughter of the last Ohosroes, the great 
Noushiroan, who married one of the Ranas; and with the Roman emperors of 
Constantinople in a similar manner. 

There is not a family in the world which possesses a jicdigree so correctly 
traced from fabulous times as that of the Ranas of Chittore and Oudeyjxior. It 
will be understood how much all these interesting reminiscences, attached to this 
young man, increased my wish to see liim, and to be able to study with him 
these poetical traditions. 

It is at Oudeypoor that one, nowadays, finds the chiefs of the principal 
Rajpoot tribes—the Sesoudias, the Rahtores, the Chohans; in fact, it is almost 
the only place where tliis race is preserved in all its purity. One still finds 
among the Rajpoots those brilliant qualities, that proud loyalty and urbanity, 
which excited to such a pitch the enthusiasm of Colonel Tod, their jjanegyrist 
and historian. They have not allowed themselves to be influenced by the contact 
of invading races, either Mogul or English, nearly as much as other tribes. Their 
name means “ Sons of Kings; ” and each one of them can trace his genealogy 
back into the olden times, to the sovereigns of the country. 

The names of the different clans are always derived from some memorable 
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action of their founders. Thus the royal family of Oudeypoor, the Sejsoudias, owe 
their name to the following legend. 

One day, one of the Ihiuus was hunting, with his nobles, in the plains of 
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With an air of great importa.Jie swalhjwcd a large fly; which, lodging in his 
explain all that T wished to sa^ suffering that he wished to put an end to hiin- 
mind to send him back with a linjself and offered to cure the liana; and having. 
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unol)servod, cut off the tip of a cow s oaf, the holy man wrapped it in a piece of 
linen, tied a piece of string to it, and made tlie liana swallow it. Tliis hait 
having reached his stomach, the fly took hold of it instinctively, and was easily 
drawn out. The prince, however, insisted on knowing the means.employed; and 
the fakir, driven into a corner, at length told the terrible secret. Upon hearing 
that a part of the sacred animal had thus passed his lips, the liana was in con¬ 
sternation. He fedt himself unworthy of living after such a crime. Accordijigly 
he determined to put an end to his existence, imrifj’ing his lips by swallowing 
molten lead. Surrounded by his weeping courtiers, the prince took the vase 
with a Ann hand, and emptied it at a draught; but, 0 miracle of the gods! the 
licpiid metal passed his lips without burning them, having been transformed into 
deliciously cool water in his mouth, llecognising the divine jtrotection in this 
wonderful transformation, the liana and his tribe took the name of Sesoudia, 
derived from the substantiv^e seem (lead). Some rival tribes pretend, it is true, 
that this mime is derived from sel^ (a hare), and that it was given to this tribe 
becfiuse its warriors one day abandoned the pursuit of an enemy to hunt a hare 
which had crossed their path. You see that puns are in vogue even among the 
llajpoots. 

Tlie Sesoudias are a good type of the race of the Sons of Kings; tall, well- 
made, and ] assessing proud and expre.ssivo features of great l.>oauty, which are 
strictly of the Aryan cjist. They wear the beard very long, divided into two 
pointed whiskers, which forms the distinctive peculiarity of almost every llajpoot. 
Tlieir only pridession is that of arms; and in Meywar they constitute the whole 
aristocracy and army. They are very courageous, good horsemen, aard intrepid 
hunters. A young llajpoot, when grown up, is not received into men’s society 
until ho has, single-handed, killed one of the enormous wild boars which inhabit 
the Aravalis. He starts alone, armed with his shield and bis heavy catdr; and, 
})osting himself in one of the paths beaten by these animals, he awaits, with one 
knee on the ground, the arrival of his terrible adversary. If he is successful, he 
returns to his hut and invites the men of his family to a feast, which chiefly 
consists of the boar he has killed. The llajpoots are very partial to the flesh of 
tlie wild boar. 

The turbans of the Rajpoots are always coquettishly and gracefully folded. 
Their shape is very various. Some arc in the iorm of a cap with the edges 
turned up, others like the Greek cap. Their costume is very elegant,—a long 
tight tunic, and tight trousers, generally made of some richly embroidered stuff, 
and trimmed with gold lacework. They alone of all the Indian castes wear, 
round their ankles and wrists, heavy bracelets of solid gold. Their girdles are 
always ornamented with a regular armoury of daggers, dirks, and swords, and 
from their shoulders hangs the round, semi-transparent shield, made of rhinoceros- 
skin, which is ornamented with gold knobs. Their horses are richly and taste¬ 
fully caparisoned; the saddles high, well-stuffed, and covered with silk horse¬ 
cloths ; and on each side hang yiiks’ tails of snowy whiteness, which hide the legs 
of the cavalier. The horses’ heads, adorned with plumes, are attached to the 
breastplate by a very short martingale, which forces the animals to arch their 
necks in a most graceful manner. They take great care of their horses, and like 
to see them very fat; and, like the Mahrattas, they make them jump and curvet 
about 
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Tlic I’ajpoot women are tall, well-made, and sometimes very pretty. Only 
those of the highest classes are shut up in the zenana The rest go free, with 
the face uncovered; but they modestly draw their sarri across their faces if they 
perceive tliat they are being stared at by a European. 

'J'lieir costume is very graceful, but not so light as that of the women of 
(roojerat and the Uekkan. A large plaited petticoat descends to the' knee; a 
light bodice covers the breast and shoulders; and a thin silk scarf, falling from 
the head, where it is fastened in a point, completes their costume. Like all the 
Indian races, they cover tlieinselves with ornaments of gold and silver. 

'J'here is still anotlier order of num who have field a high position among the 
Ibijpoots from remote ages, viz., that of the bards or heroic poets. Every tribe 
and every imiiortant family, every sovereign and every feudal baron, keeps one. 
'J'he duty of the bard is to preserve all the ancient tiwlitions concerning the 
origin of the race and family to which he lielongs. He keeps the pedigree, and 
on grand occasions recites the names of its ancestors and the noble deeds which 
rendered them illustrious. lie is also a poet, composing hymns and dLstichs for 
the family ceremonies, and charming the company in the evening with his 
extempore poetry. The person of the llhat, or bard, is sacred. He has the 
honour of carrying the declarations of war; he arrangiis ti'caties, and plays an 
important part in all negotiations. He employs him.self also with the study of 
astrology; and amongst the desert tribes he Iiolds a higher position than even 
the Brahmin prie.st. 

The I’ajpoots now invest tlieinselves with the title of Kslrntnya, a name 
which originally belonged to the warlike Aryan race which established itself on 
the lofty tableland of Hiiidostan in company with the Brahmins—that race of 
priests. As Kshatriyas, they trace tlieir descent from Kama, the conqueror of 
Lanka, wlio was king of the race of the Sun; by which they make out that they 
were establislied in the country about 2000 years B.C. But it is now nearly 
certain that tlieir invasion of India dates from a much more recent ejtoch. 
According to the Brahmins, the Kshatriyas were all destroyed by a general rising 
of the otlier castes, wliich was directed by Parasouravm, an incaniation of Vishnu, 
several centuries before our era. Whether they were destroyed or not, they 
certainly lost their prepoiideraiiec, for we find that several families of the Soudras, 
amongst others tlie Mauriyas, sueceeded each other on the imperial throne of 
Mayadha. Tlie Bajpoots made tlieir first aiipearance on the political stage of 
India about the sixth or seventh century. They had remained a long time estab¬ 
lished on the lianlis of the Indus; and Tod thinks that they are the Scythian 
trilies who had invaded, little liy little, tlie we.stern frontiers of India. Between 
the sixth and seventh centuries we find that these Eajixwt tribes became all- 
powerful. The (fiiandelas took possession of Malwa; the Chohans and Eahtores 
seized Canouje and Helhi; and the Ghelotes and Baghelas took Meywar and 
Goojerat. At that time the Bajpoots still kept themselves separate from the great 
Hindoo family. Their religion was that of the Jains, and all their traditions had 
reference to the noble Mount Aboo. Iliey were, however, rapidly converted, and 
tlien established those pretensions to the title of Kskatriya which the Brahmins 
themsedves have steadily refused to recognise up to the present time. Their type 
differs largely from the other Hindoos, and their manners and customs resemble 
those of the Parthiaiis and Scythians rather than those of the Vedic Kshatriyas. 
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Everything, in fapt, points to the Itajpoots as being the representatives of the last 
ludo-European invaders of India. 

Tlie Governor of the Prisons, who came occasionally to see me, invited me to 
visit the principal prison. It is a little fort, pleasantly situated on the summit 
of one of the low hills which overlook the tf)wn ram2)arts. Above the principal 
entrance is the main building, with turrets, and balconies to the windows, having 
a heavy overhanging cornice of handsome appearance. The Tmmdar lives there. 

• The prisoners are lodged under great sheds, where they sleei) on the hardened earth, 
and long iron bars run the whole length of the halls, to Which their chains are 
attaclied at night. They are treated humanely enough; their chains are light, 
and simply riveted to their ankles, and are long enough to allow them to run. 
Each i>risoner keejis the costume in which he entered the prison, and everything 
which concerns his caste is scrujmlously resjiected; each one daily receiving his 
food and preparing it himself; for which imrjjose he Ls allowed to light a fire and 
draw water in perfect liberty. These prisqjiers are employed in making roads 
and keeping them in repair; but their daily work of a few hours is not subject 
to strict supervision: in fact, they have very little to com2)lain of, and the inhabi¬ 
tants of our Eurojjeau prisons would consider themselves well oil’ under similar 

• circumstances. 

Just as 1 began to despair of gaining any advantage by remaining at Oudey- 
j>oor, an unexpected arrival greatly imiiroved the aspect of our affairs. The llao 
of Baidlah, who had only just heard of our arrival, hastened to come and rescue 
us from the miserable jiredicament in which we found ourselves. I saw him 
anive, carried in a magnificent palamiuin, and surrounded by a brilliant escort; 
and, taking him by tlie hand, I assisted liim to alight, and conducted him 
ceremoniously to his chair. 'J'his act, simide as it wsis, wjis of great service to 
me. “ Where have you leamt Indian etiquette, which the Sahibs are generally 
ignorant of ? ” asked the Rao. This gave me an opportunity of telling him of my 
long visit to Baroda, of my intimacy with the Guicowar, and of the reasons of my 
having come into Meywar. He listened attentively, scolded me for not having 
sought him out when I first arrived, and assured me that the liana would cer¬ 
tainly cause me to forget my first impression by receiving me as magnificently as 
Khunderao. 

The Rao of Baidlah is a handsome old man, a 2)erfect tyjie of the Rajjxmt 
race. His bearing is dignified and elegant, and his conversation has tin air of 
fmnkness, not without a certain amount of dijtlornatic etiquette, which is rarely 
found among Indians. 

He is the chief of the feudal council of the sixteen Raos or dukes of the 
kingdom of Meywar, those powerful feudal barons who, before the interference of 
the English, had rendered the sovereign’s jjower merely nominal. These Raos, 
who are nearly all descendants of the royal family, have divided the country 
among themselves in large fiefs, in which they exercise an almost independent 
authority. They retire into their capitals, and rarely go to Oudeypoor; often 
they are even in open revolt from the Rana. The British Government ha^ made 
great efforts to overthrow the q)Ower of these iietty princes, and to concentrate the 
power in the hands of the Rana; but it has not yet had much success. The 
territory belonging to the Rao of Baidlah is considerable. His capital is within 
a few c6ss of Oudeypoor, which enables him to live there and at the same time 
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to attend the court He belongs to the tribe of Chohans, and enjoys several 
curious privileges. Thus, for instance, on the 3rd of the month of Samvatsiri, 
the insignia of royalty are brought to him at Baidlah, when he goes in great 



pomp to visit the Eana, who himself receives him at the entrance of tlie 
palace. 

Being both I'lever and polite, he has managed to gain the entire confidence 
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of the young prince, and at the same time to keep on the most friendly tonns 
with the British Ckivernment In fact, he represents two parties. He wishes 
to preserve the aircient splendour of the house of Ondeypoor and the prerogatives 
of the nobles; but he also favour^ the propagation of now ideas brought into the 
ctmntry by the Europeans. A “Liberal-Conservative,” he would like to see 
European commerce and industry introduced into his country, on condition that 
his privileges were respected, 

• ITie protection affoi-ded to European fugitives during the mutiny of 1857 
was due to his influence. They were not only protected from the rebels, 
but also supported for several months. Queen Victoria recompensed the old Rao 
by sending him a magnificent sword of honour, which he showed us with no little 
pride. 

His first visit lasted more than an hour. He wished to examine all our 
luggage, down to the articles of our toilet, and went into prolonged ecstasies over 
a stereoscoj)e containing coloured views of the.Tuileries and Versailles; of which 
I luui to make him a present, for he could not tear himself from it. I’o show 
us that he was a perfect master of civilised habits, he took, a glass of sherry and 
asked me for a cigar. Tliis astonished mo more than I can express, having never 
tjeen any Indian, especially one of high caste, thus o{)enly adopt our customs. 
Since then I have been able to convince myself that the Rajpoots have thrown 
aside the prejudices of their caste, as regards the use of our wines and tobacco, 
of which indeed they consume a great deal. 

The Rao had scarcely left us when we received several ddlis, baskets of fruit 
and vegetables, from some of the nobles; and in the evening the Rana sent a 
Thouldar,'who brought us his salaams and a magnificent dali. Tlie visit of tlie 
Rao of Baidlah had brought about a complete change. 

In tlie morning we found an elephant sent by the Rao, with a jemadar 
and four sowars as an escort Bulwant Rao, the king’s secretary, who filled the 
place of cicerone to us, led us through a suburb of the town, which contained the 
villas of the rich inhabitants of Oudeypoor. On all sides were little hills covered 
with shady gardens, in which we could see pretty kiosks, and pavilions built 
on the edge of ornamental pieces of water, together with numerous marble 
templea We entered the town through a gate flanked by bastions, and passed 
along the side of a handsome bazaar. The shops are placed under arcades 
on each side of the road, and have an air of regularity and cleanliness which 
surprised us who had seen the buildings at Goojerat. The gencml appearance of 
the town is most striking. Every house [lossesses its balconies and its stone 
trellised windows relieving the monotony of the walls ; terraces are seen in juctur- 
esque disorder; and sculptures, arabesques, and frescoes are met with here and 
there. 

Some of the streets are long and straight, and great animation reigns in them. 
In one live all the shoemakers, in another the turban-weavers: here every shop is 
a regular arsenal of swords, guns, apd shields; and there brocaded robes and 
jewellery fill the stalls. Each business and each trade occupies a quarter by itself, 
and every one seems to ignore the competition of his neighbour. 

The quarter of the nobility contains some magnificent buildings, regular castles, 
fortresses with loopholed walls, towers, palace, and barracks; but their beauty is 
lisfigured by the numerous ruins winch surround the mo.st splendid palaces. The 
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presence of these ruins in one part of the town, where the land is proportionately 
of high value, is accounted for by the ill-conceived respect of the Eajpoots for the 
works of their fathers. They do not like either to repair or to destroy them, so 
they leave them where their fate made them fall. From every part of the town 
the palace is visible—a majestic assemblage of domes, turrets, and porticos. 

With difficulty we climbed the roads which conducted to the outbuildings 
belonging to the palace; they are so steep that carriages can scarcely ascend 
them. On the high road which leads from the Hahtipoh to the palace, and close 
to the grand entrance, stands the pagoda, dedicated to Juggernauth, and built by 
Pertab Sing towards the end of the sixteenth century. It is situated on a loft;j^ 
terrace, composed entirely of white marble, to which access is had by a handsome 
flight of steps, guarded by marble elephants with raised tninks. Tlie whole 
temple, in fact, is built of white marble, and is coverexi with sculptures. The 
great tower is very elegant, and rears its summit to a height of al)out seventy-five 
feet, where the standard of the god floats from a golden .staff. A graceful pavilion, 
with a pyramidical roof supix>rted by pillars, stands in front of the building; bas- 
reliefs, representing incidents in the life of Krishna, adorn the walls; and 
statuettes of elephants and lions surround its Ime. This peristyle is one of the 
most beautiful specimens of Jain architecture in Oudeypoor. We tlien descended 
the sloj)e of the hill facing the lake, and reached a gateway built on the water’s 
edge. This arch is, like all the monuments of Oudeypoor, built of white marble: 
it consists of three indentc<l arches, azid sujzports an elegant cupola surrounded 
with a balcony. The Indians regard this gateway, which is called Tripolia, or 
“ Triple Gate,’.’ with great veneration. It is never used but for processions which 
go to the lake during the numerous festivals that are held there. A boat awaited 
us at the jetty to convey us to the islands, and soon we were floating on the tran¬ 
quil waters of Lake Peshola, in the calm depths of which the houses and gardens 
of the town, stretching along its shores, were reflected. The extremity of the lake 
is confined in a narrow channel by numerous promontories, which are covered 
with izalaces; fartiier on, it expands into an enormous ellipsis, in the centre of 
which are tlie two islands of Jugnavas and Jugmunder. On one side there is a 
chain of azigzdar mountains, at the foot of which stands the town; on the other 
are swamps, surrounded by jungle and overlooked by several isolated hills of con¬ 
siderable height. 

The island of Jugnavas was the nearest, so we landed on it It is literally 
covered by a series of palaces, which were bziilt by the Eana Juggut Sing, and 
extends over an area of a hundred and sixty ticres. These palaces contain 
reception-halls and apartments, and baths and kiosks of most beautiful archi¬ 
tecture, ornamented with a richness <pute fabulous. Marble is the only stone 
employed in their construction; pillars, vaults, reservoirs, garden walks, all are 
of marlde, either white or black; the walls are ornamented with glittering 
mosaics, and the principal chambers are decorated with historical frescoes. Each 
mass of buildings has a garden attached to it, sunouuded by galleries, where 
flowers and orange and lemon trees grow near a stream, the different channels of 
which form a curious pattern. Immense mango-trees and tamarinds shade these 
beautifid palaces, while the cocoa-nut and the date-palm raise, above the very 
domes, their feathery heads, wliich are gently swayed to and fro by the breeze 
from the lake. The smallest details harmonise with the beauty of the whole 
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scene There is nothing grand, nothing which inspires the mind with awe. 
The palaces are small, elegant, and comfortable; they are the abodes of pleasure, 
where the Kana can divest himself of solemn pon|^), of which there is always so 



uch at the Court of the Sun of the Hindoos. I would willingly have refuained 
! this island for hours; but Bulwant Eao pressed me to visit the second, Jug- 
under, where breakfast, sent by the Eao of Baidlah, awaited us. We landed 
a flight of marble steps, at the side of which a row of elephants with uplifted 
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trunks appeared to support the quay. A gigantic mango-tree nearly filled the 
first court, which is surrounded by the buildings of the palaca On the other 
side is a garden, occupying thi^ entire end of the island which is overlooked by 
a large building, surmounted by a Mogul dome, called by my guide the Palace of 
Shah Jelian. This prince, son of the Emperor Jehanghir, having revolted from 
his father, sought refuge at the court of the Eana Kouroun, son of Oumra, who 
received him in a magnificent manner. He had a splendid palace built for liim on 
the island of Jugmunder, on the summit of which he placed the Mussulman crescent. 
The interior was decorated with mosaics in jasper, agate, and onyx, and hung 
with rich draiieries; and in one of the halls a throne was placed carved out of a 
solid block of greenisli serpentine, supported by four female caryatides; and in the 
court a chapel, also of serjMjntine, was consecrated to the Mussuhnan saint, Madar. 
Many of these souvenirs of the princely hospitality of Kouroun still exist 

At the end of the garden stands a pavilion, twenty feet long and twelve feet 
wide, called the “ (fiiamber of the Twelve Stones,” because it is built of twelve 
blocks of white marbla On the western side of the island is a palace, roofed 
with four domes of the shape of a tortoise’s back, and containing magnificent 
gardens, while at intervals kiosks, supported by numerous pillars, rise out of the 
lake itself, which causes them to be deliciously fresh and cool. This poetical 
residence, built for a royal outlaw, Wiis destined, by a curious coincidence, to 
serve a long time afterwards as a refuge for other fugitives. It was on this 
island that tlie unhappy remains of the English garri.sons of Neemuch and Indore 
found an asylum in 185 7. In order to prevent any attempt against them on 
the part of the fanatics who filled the town, the hoats on the lake were collected 
and taken to Jugmunder; and the Euro])cans were there able to wait for better 
days. From this .spot on the lake the view embraces the whole line of the 
palaces of Oudeypoor;—first, at the end of tlie hill the palace of Oumra, now 
uninhabited; then the present palace, with its embattled zenana, its rosana, 
the immense wall of which descends from the summit of the jdateau to the lake 
and its gardens, in which .stand several kiosks, covering the slope to the water’s 
edge; and fiiudly, the town itself, the fantastic outline of which is lost among 
huge trees. Lake I’eshola reflects in its limpid surface this marvellous scene, 
one of the most beautiful in Iiulia, if not in the world. 

On reaching the quay, the state barges of the Eana were shown to me; huge 
gondolas, of graceful build, which can carry about fifty people. The stern is 
arranged in several stages, on the highest of which is placed the liana’s seat; 
and the bows are ornamented with large figureheads of homes or peacocks, half 
submerged in the water. 

In the evening we received a visit from our friend the Eajah of Baidlah, and 
thanked him for the pleasure he had procured us. He came to tell us that he 
had ordered his shikaris to take us to a part of the country which abounded in 
game. On the following morning, accordingly, we were taken to a beautiful little 
lake, hidden in a ravine, where we found wild-fowl in abundance. Crocodiles 
also were very numerous on the lake, and made us lose some of our game; we 
made 'iip the dilference, however, with partridges and hares, numbers of which we 
found in the surrounding country. 

The Eao of Baidlah kept us thus for several days, inventing new amusements 
every day, when at last I was awakened one fine morning by the firing of cannon. 
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annoxuicing the long-expected arrival of Major Nixon, tlie political agent of the 
Viceroy of India at the Court of the Maharana. I wrote to him immediately, en¬ 
closing my letters of introduction, and within half an hour we were sitting with 
liim at breakfast He seemed by no means surprised to liear of the‘coldness with 
which we had been received, and told mo that we had been taken for Eussian spies. 
He made me promise, however, to remain a little longer, assuring me that, as soon 
as he had presented ns to the Maharana, we should iind quite as much to see and 
study at this Court as at that of Baroda. He gave orders forthwitli to enable us 
to leave our camp at the Arena and to lodge near him. The same evening Major 
Nixon introduced us to two English officers, the engineer and the doctor, who, 
together with him, constituted the whole European establishment of the Kesidency. 
I have seldom spent so plea.sant an evening. Months seemed to have passed since 
I had seen a white face, and the English language sounded harmoniou,sly in my 
cars. We drank to our mutual welcome in the happy valley, and did not separate 
till late at night. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


THE COURT OF THE MAHARANA OF OUDEYPOOR. 

The Palace.—The Reception at the Durhar.—Festivities at Jngiiavas.—Lake Peshola.— 

Hunting in the Aravalis. 

arrival of the Englisli political agent effected, as I had 
foreseen, an innnediate eluinge in our position at Oudeyjwor; 
and, when officially informed of our arrival, the liana was 
pleased to receive ns in our capacity of Trench travellers^ and 
ceased to look ujion us in tlie light of llussian spies, come with 
the intention of drawing him into some conspiracy. With 
extreme courtesy, Major Nixon offered to present us himself to the prince, and 
undertook tliat our first interview should com])ensatc for tlie Icngtli of time we 
had waited. We traversed the town triumphantly in one of the royal carriages, 
with a guard of honour, which was sent to oonduet us to the Itesidency ; and the 
soldiers of the royal guard stationed at the giaiid entrance of the palace—a gate 
with three arches—presented arms to us as we alighted in the court The llao of 
Baidlah was deputed hy the Maharana to receive us, and awaited our arrival at 
the head of the stairs. 

Before following the choulidars with gilt canes, who were to conduct us to the 
throne-chamher, I paused for a moment to conlemplate this marvellous dwelling, 
the entrance to which had till then been so strictly forbidden me; lofty walls 
pierced with stone-mullioned windows, towers crowned with elegant domes, gjdlery 
upon gallery mounting up to a prodigious height, all of wliite marble, and finished 
with the most elaborate detail. It was altogether fairylike as regards richness, 
and astounding in size—a gigantic structure hi which nothing can compare. 

But I could only take a hurried glance at these marvels before 1 was called 
upon to follow Major Nixon through long vaulted galleries, deliciously fresh and 
cool, which led by a gentle incline to the upper storeys. 

The liana did us the honour to receive us at a grand Durbar. The word 
Durbar apjilies, throughout Eajpootana, to the audiences held by the liajahs, 
surrounded l)y their chief nobles. A huge awning, spread over an ojKsn court 
in one of the upper storeys, formed a vast and cool apartment, in which the 
throne \Vas placed. The attendants ushered us ostentatiously into the presence 
of the king, who was .seated on a silver throne supported hy gold hons, the nobles 
on either .side of him forming a semicircle. On seeing us, the prince descended 
from his throne and, advancing a few steps, shook hands with us. We then took 
our places at his side, on silver sofas. 
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I liave already said that the liana was eighteen or nineteen years old. The 
expression of his countenance was pleasing and agreeable, and did not wear that 
look of cunning wliich, in general, characterises his race; his manner was aflable, 
engaging, and full of dignity. He at once apologised, with the utmost grace, for 
not having been able to grant us an immediate atidience, and assured us that the 
delay was caused entirely by jwlitical reasons. He listened witli attention to what 
T said as to the object of my journey, questioning me minutely about France, and 
finished by inviting me to prolong my stay at Oudeypoor. On our rising to take 
leave, the liana himself went through the ceremony of the attar and/ni?)-, of which 
I have already spoken in my description of the Court of Baroda. lie presented 
the Besident, my companion, and myself each witli a packet of betel leaves, called 
bira, and poured a few drops of attar of roses on our handkerchiefs. This 
ceremony, wliich is customary in all Indian Courts on taking leave, possesses here 
an imiKirtaut signification. One must be either a prince of high descent, or a 
famous warrior, or a distinguished stranger, in order to receive the bira from 
the hand of the Maharana of Oudeypoor. I re-entered the carriage with the 
political agent, amidst the salaams of the nobles, who had accompanied us to the 

entrance-court. 

• 

The palace of Oudey}X)or is one of the largest, most beautiful, and most 
magniticent in all India, entirely covering the crest of a hill of some elevation 
runniirg parallel with the lake from eiust to west. The plateau on which it is 
built not being of sufficient extent, the architects enlarged it l>y constructing, on 
one of the slopes of the hill, an immense terrace, supported by three tiers of 
arched vaults. This stupendous work is built with such wonderful solidity that 
part of the palace is entirely supported by this artificial basis, the rest forming a 
vast enclosure in which are situated the barracks and sheds for the elephants. 

Two walls completely surround that portion of the palace which wtis built 
between the time of Oumra Sing and that of Sirdar Sing. The principal cntriince 
is towards the town, and consists of a magnificent marble gabj, with three indented 
arches, surmounted by a rich cupola; the balconies and domes being profusely but 
tastefully ornamented, but remarkable for the absence of idols. 

On the other side of this gate is the grand courtyard, enclosed on two sides 
by the king’s apartments, and overlooked by galleries on each storey. At every 
angle is an octagon tower, surmounted by a cujxda. The dazzling whiteness of 
the marble of which it is composed, and the grand though 8imi)le stj le of the 
architecture, impress one at first sight with tlie idea of greater height than it 
really possesses. At the farther end of the court is the great door leading into 
the zenana, or the apartments of the liana’s wives, which is kept closed and 
guarded by sentries. None but the liana and the members of his family are 
permitted to enter this part of the palace. Over the archway a statue of Ganesii, 
Ihe God of Wisdom, guards the sacred door. 

The interior of the palace is quite in keeping with the grand style of the 
exterior, and is well adapted to this tropical climate. Darkened passages, 
iscending by an inclined plane from storey to storey, take the place of stairs; 
vhe well-lighted apartments are fitted with polished marble, wliich tends to 
rresorve the freshness of the atmosphere; and courtyards, fountains, and flowers 
neet one at every turn. The grand saloons are hung with drapery; luxurious 
iushions and carpets cover the floors; and the walls are ornamented with mirrors 
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and frescoes. One of the rooms, decorated in a grotesque and fanciful manner, 
would excite the amusement of a European stranger; yet, in reality, it is scarcely 
more ridiculous than the Cliiua galleries at Fontainebleau and elsewhere. The 
walls of the room are ornamented with European plates, cui)S, and saucers; the 
commonest jMittery side by side with tlie finest Dresden; Bohemian glass next to 
a trumpery salt-cellar. The comparative value of these different objects mattered 
little to the Hindoo artist, who, only considering the colours, succeeded, with the 
aid of his natural tfiste, in achieving an effect at once original and harmonious 
out of these heterogeneous materials. The frescoes wliich cover the walls and 
ceilings of some of these chambera are of gi’eat interest: they comprise the por¬ 
traits of all the lianas, from Oudey Sing, the founder of Oudoyi)Oor, to Sambhoo 
Sing, our contemporary; and these are followed by the most remarkable scenes in 
each reign. Tainted with extreme care and delicacy of colouring, these frescoes 
are valualde memorials of the history and manners of the tribe of the Sesoudias. 

One of the most curious features of the palace of Oudeypoor is, undoubtedly, 
its extensive hanging garden. It seems iistounding to find trees of a hundred 
years’ growth and lovely flower-beds situated at so great a height, and covering 
so many roofs of different elevations. In the centre of the garden there is a 
fountain, from which avenues paved with white marble diverge in all directions; 
the water being carried off in narrow channels, and lost to sight amidst groves of 
pomegranate and orange trees. A marble gallery encircles this enchanting spot, 
where the grandees of the Court, reclining on velvet sofas, indulge in pleasant 
day-dreams whilst taking their siesta. The view embraces the whole valley; 
and, while gazing on this scene, they can call to mind the groat feats of anns of 
their ancestors, who defended this country for centuries against the Mussulman 
hordes, and converted it into a paradise. When fatigued with the grandeur of 
this immense panorama, they can turn and contemplate the fairy scene presented 
by the garden. 

I retraced my steps and descended to the Khoosh Mahal, the “ Talace of Plea¬ 
sure,” built by the late liana. Sirdar Sing, as a place in which to receive his 
European friends. It contains spacious apartments, furnished with the greatest 
luxury, in which dinners and entertainments are given during the visits of 
European gue.sts. The choubdar who was my guide directed my attention to the 
preparations which wei'e going forward for a banquet to be given in honour of our 
arrival. Above these saloons are marble kiosks, from which you can embrace at 
a glance the town, the lake, and the mountains which encircle them. These 
latter bear tlie name of Geerwo, or circle; but in reality they form an irregular 
ellipsis. The town, situated at the extremity of this ellipsis, is only separated 
from the mountains by Lake Teshola. This range is very important in a strate¬ 
gical point of view, as there are but three passes on the east, and these are both 
long and narrow, and easy of defence. One of them is at Dobarri, and the others 
are at Dailwara and Naen. 

On the opposite side of the lake, and facing it, is a palace called the Bosamh, 
in which the officers of the Court are lodged. The lake is approached throiigh 
ch.arming terraced gardens, which the fancy of each succeeding liana has decor¬ 
ated with innumerable summer-houses and kiosks, surrounded by fountains half 
hidden among the trees. One of these retreats of luxurious indolence is on the 
shores of the lake. A thousand columns support the arched roof, which is inlaid 
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with mosaics; and endless fountains playing all aroimd form a transparent veil 
of sparkling waters. In the heat of summer the Kana and his Court assemble 
here, and pass the most oppressive hours of the day in this marvellous aquatic 
retreat. 

On returning to the Eesidency, Major Nixon informed me that the Maharaua 
had organised for the next day an expedition to Jugnavas, which was to include 
some wild-fowl shooting. 

We started very efirly the next moniing, and, driving through the town, em¬ 
barked at the quay of the Tripolia Derwaza; a few moments brought us to the 
island of Jugnavas. lliis island, usually so quiet and deserted, was now the 
scene of bustle and excitement; the servants of the liana ran hither and thitlicr, 
landing the provisions from the boats, and arranging everything for our short 
stay. The apartments were quickly furnished, awnings and blinds being hung 
from the verandahs, and the floors covered with carpets and cushions. 

Close at hand, the cooks were busy preparing a substantial breakfast, and the 
banghy-coolies anived with such a profusion of champagne and still hock that I 
began to have suspicions that the Kana had some design upon our live.s. Nothing 
was forgotten. In a kiosk on the water’s edge we found a bevy of young and 
laugliing girls assembled, their dresses sparkling with jewels. These were the 
Nautch girls of the Court, sent here by the liana to amuse us with their songs 
and dancing. 

We breakfasted in a saloon, the balconies of which overlooked the lake, and 
passed our siesta on sofas, watching the Nautch girls dancing. What luxury after 
our campaign with the Bhcels! The Kana did not join us until two o’clock. 
We received him at the landing-place of the island, where he arrived with great 
pomp, accompanied by the Kao of Baidlah and the Kao of Pursoli. We chatted 
together until the preparations for the cxpctlition were completed, when, the 
guards and the choubdars with their golden staves forming lines, the proces.sion 
advanced, and we embarked with great solemnity in half-a-dozen boats. These 
flat-bottomed boats or punts are admirably adapted to tlicse marslies, where the 
water is very shallow. 

Having crossed the lake, we agreed to follow Doctor Cunningham, the acknow¬ 
ledged Nimrod of Oudeypoor, into a labyrinth of canals, which intersect the great 
marsh lying at the foot of the mountains; where we found ourselves in the midst 
of reeds and water-plants of a prodigious height, from which, as we advanced, rose 
immense flocks of wild-fowl and flamingoes. Shooting sotm commenced, and 
lasted about an hour. The bag was large, including numbers of snipe and other 
game. At four o’clock we left the marsh and betook ourselves to the boats, where 
the Kana again went through the ceremony of the p&n, and threw round each of 
our necks a most lovely garland of roses. 

Tlie crocodile found here, as in other inland lakes of India, is a formidable animal. 
It attains a great size, and the people who inhabit the shores of the lake occasion¬ 
ally fall victims to its savage attacks. Its short muzzle and triangular-shaped 
jaw should class it among the alligators, although this name is rarely given it. 
Since the English Kesidency has been established at Oudeypoor, and the Kana, 
overcoming the ridiculous religious prejudices which protect these reptiles, has 
allowed Europeans to hunt them down, these formidable animals have abandoned 
the neighbourhood of the town, and have taken refuge on the opposite bonks. 
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Pitilessly pursued into their retreats, they have become very wary. As soon as a 
boat appears upon the lake, tliey dive to the bottom, and, on rising again, only 
show the tips of their muzzles above the surface. That, however, is sufficient for 
the hunter, and our rifle-balls soon found them out under water. A violent com¬ 
motion iimnediately ensued, which, with the blood-stained water, was the only 
visible result of the ebcounter, as the alligator, when killed, sinks at once to the 
bottom. They are sometimes, however, surprised while asleep on the rocks at too 
great a distance from the water to allow them to reach their favourite element 
before dying. 

Few lakes are as plentifully supplied with fish as tin’s ojie. Tliere are a 
number of different kinds, some of which are excellent eating. 

. We returned to our enchanting island, where we were greeted by the songs of 
the Nautch girls. After dinner we re-embarked and sailed for hours about the 
lake. The moon rose, flooding with her soft light the cupolas of the palace; and 
the water scintillated in her rays, while the notes of the Taza-bhTaza,* sung by 
the Nautch girls, were wafted to us by the soft night air. 

We were at length, however, forced to depart, and mounting our elephants, 
which awaited us at the Tripolia, we returned to the llesideucy; and thus con¬ 
cluded, as we all agreed, the happiest day of our life in India. Tins Eana was 
right; he had already nearly effaced the remembrance of our friend Khunderao’s 
liberal hosi)itality. 

This day at Jugnavas was but the beginning of a long series of pleasure- 
parties, which continued without interruption until the 17th of January. Nothing 
was better calculated to distract our thoughts from the long journey before us to 
Jugpore, our next halting-pkce. However, resolving to tear myself away from 
this life of enervating ease, 1 informed Major Nixon of my intention to leave on 
the 20th. 

An occasion was immediately found to detain us. It was nothing less than 
the grand hatlne which the Kana holds annually in the Aravalis ; and Major 
Nixon gave me such a description of this hunt, and of the magnitude of the scale 
on which it was conducted, that my departure was at once deferred. Besides 
which, there was nothing to hurry me. I had made up my mind not to follow 
the example of those travellers who traverse a country at a gallop, as if goaded on 
by .some invisible spur. Always in a hurry, they see nothing; and, on arriving 
at the end of their journey, they in vain ask themselves the cause of their needless 
precipitation. If three years did not suttice to siiow me India, I would devote 
four to it, or even flve; but I would see something. 

On tlie morning of the 18th, the vicinity of the liesidency bore the animated 
aiipearance which invariably prefaces the departure of any jiotentate in the East 
Major Nixon, who took with him his whole domestic establishment, several 
elephants, and a great number of camels, was there, making arrangements for 
tents, baggage, and provisions. An excursion of pleasure in this country is no 
trifling matter. Luxury is an indispensable accompaniment; and for a fortnight’s 
hunting expedition the Resident required a complete establishment—tables, sofas, 
arm-chairs, beds;' sideboards, and plate. It would have been derogatory to the 
dignity of his liigh position if he had had one arm-chair or carjiet the less in his 
camp Ijedroom than at Oudeypoor. This maxim is carried so far that, on entering 

* Favourite Nautch girle’ eong. 
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a teut, you see wliatnots covei-ed with ornaments, books lying on the tables, and 
the khanats hung with pictures, exactly as in pennanent dwellings. 

The Court was not to join us until the following day. Major Nixon, Doctor 
Cunningham, Schaumburg, and I, were to pass the night in a house on the other 
side of the Geerwo Mountains, and to reach Nahrmugra, the general rendezvous, 
on the morrow. 

The roads through the valley are very good. They have teen for the most 
* part constructed by an Engli.sh engineer in the service of the prince. They 
possess, however, the great drawback of being dreadfully hilly. 

Before threading the jmss, which would conduct us into the plains of Meywar, 
Major Nixon induced us to visit the lake of Oudey.sagur, which lies towards the 
extremity of the Geerwo Mountains, opposite to Oudeypoor. It is a beautifnJ 
sheet of water, shut in by fore.sts ; and the j)eaks of the Aravalis, surrounding it 
on three sides, contribute to the wildness of the asj»ect. Like I’cshola, this lake 
has been artifically formed by means of a dam thrown across the river Bunas, an 
insignificant stream, which is thus made toieed two of the most beautiful lakes 
in India, situated within a few miles of each other. The embankments of the 
lakes Oudeysagur and Pcshola may be classed among the great works of art 
executed by the Eajjjoots. 

These artificial lakes have other uses besides that of gratifying the vanity of 
sovereigns. The whole of Itajpootana abounds with them, and owes to them its 
fertility, 'i'he water, thus retained at a far higher level than the surrounding 
country, diffuses during the heats of summer a grateful moisture, and sup])lies 
the cisterns of the neighbouring villages. Should the dams which form these 
lakes be destroyed, the rivers which feed them would become, as fonnerly, furious 
torrents in the rainy season, and dry ravines during the rest of the year; and 
these now fertile plains would, in the course of a few years, become a de.sert The 
different races which have succeeded each other in this country, and in general 
throughout Centnd India, have, from the remotest anticpiity, always appreciated 
the impf)rtauce of these artificial lakes. They accumulate the water everywhere 
by means of gigantic embankments, in order to be able to direct it wherever most 
needed. Two or throe of these works date back a thousand years, and still 
astonish the traveller by their magnitude. 

We resumed our journey, and reachal by a .steep ascent the entrance to the 
pass of Dobarri. High walls of rock shut us in on either side, leaving only space 
for the narrowest of paths. Tlie situation is calculated to impress, with its wild 
grandeur, any one who, for the first time, sets foot in the happy valley. The most 
profound silence reigns in these intricate gorges; the loopholed walls which 
surround them, crowning every precipice, jirevent all animals from gaining access 
to them. At the narrowest part of the defile there is a fortified gate, defended by 
bastions and protected by ramparts, which extend up the hill on either side. A 
guard stationed near the gate permits no one to pass, whoever he may be, without 
a previous explanation. Not far from here are a temple and cistern, where the 
pilgrims rest. “ 

Wlven we passed through the gate, the fertile plains of Meywar came into 
view; and in the distance were the mountains of Chittore, the ancient city of the 
Banas. It was from this point that, according to tradition, Pertab Sing, con¬ 
templating the kingdom of Ids fathers, swore vengeance against the invaders. 
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Deposed by the emperors of Delhi, nothing was left him but the territory com¬ 
prised within the semicircle of the Geerwo Mountains; nevertheless, refusing all 
advances from the Moguls, who offered him numberless honours as the price of 
his submission, he waged implacable war against them. With the handful of 
nobles who remained faithful to him, and the help of the wild Bheels, he sustained 
at the pass of Dobarri the shock of the imperial forces, and, by dint of heroic 
perseverance, succeeded in recoruiuering by degrees the whole of Meywar. Few 
nations possess a history so full of heroic deeds and patriotic sentiments as that 
of tlie llajjwots of Meywar. These alone, among all the Indian tribes, refused to 
bend the knee before the Mussulman, and, in spite of the most horrible jMsrsecu- 
tions, succeeded in jnoudly maintaining their independence. 

^ The scene which surrounded us lent a thrilling interest to Major Nixon’s 
niirrative. Our Itajjioot (jscort seemed to ride with a prouder air as they trod the 
soil rendered so illustrious by the blood of their ancestors ; and I myself experienced 
the emotion which the recollection of great deeds always inspires. We were all 
aroused from this romantic reverie by. the sight of the Bungalow of Dubok, where 
our servants had already arrived, and where a good dinner awaited us. Dubok is 
a little village situated at the southern point of the Nahrmngra range, and a few 
miles distant from our hunting-ground; and there we passed the night. 

On the morning of the 19th our people struck the camp, and directed their 
course towards the village of Nahrmugra. We, on the contrary, instead of follow¬ 
ing the regular route, preferred skirting the plateau of the mountain, in order to 
ac(piaint ourselves with the nature of the country in which we were to hunt on 
the following days. The Nahrmugra Mountains form a little cliaiti, running for 
seven or eight miles parallel to the eastern range of the Geerwo ; from which they 
are .separated by a valley of some size, with here and there an isolated plateau. 
Numberless spurs, running out from the side of the mountains, form an inextricable 
network of ravines ; the sides of which are entirely covered with a thick under- 
w(mk1 of thorny dwarf acacias, the Acacia detinens, called by the English “ Wait-a- 
bit.” This shrub, which rarely attains any great height, bears in great abundance 
a yelhjw berry, of which the wild boars are very fond. Immense herds of these 
animals infest this jungle, and are protected by royal edicts of the most severe 
nature. No one, without the permission of the king, can even fire a gun in the 
neighbourhood, still less hunt there. I'hus, while traversing the jungle, we saw 
troops of wild Itoars disappearing in all directions. The village of Nahrmugra is 
at the northern extremity of the chain. A beautiful palace, the domes and towers 
of which appeared above the trees, is occupied by the Kana during the hunting- 
season. 

On our anival we found the hunting-camp ready in every res]:)ect; our tents 
were pitched near the palace, and covered an immense area. On the other side 
of a small ravine were the coloured tents of the liana’s suite, the enclosures for 
the elephants, and the camps of the cavalry and some infantry. More than tluree 
thousand people were assembled in this place, usually so deserted; where, in 
spite of die deafening noise which rose from the camp, the most ]ierfect order 
apiieared to reign. Ilajpoot etiquette was as scrupulously attended to here as at 
Court. A deputation of nobles received us ceremoniously in the name of the 
Eana, and gave us the programme of the entertainments which were to -take 
place during our fortnight’s stay. With considerate attention the dancers were 
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ordered to encamp near the tents of the Saliibs. The Itana arrived during the 
evening, and we went to receive him at the palace. He insisted on our seeing 
every part of his residence, which was arranged witli simplicity and good toste. 

At midday on the 20th, the preliminaries of the gj’oat annual hunt began. 
Tlie liana, seated on liis hunting-elephant, issued from his pahK^e, surroundeil by 
a cortdge of minstrels reciting hymns appropriate to the occasion, and waving 
gi-eat palm-branches decorated with roses. The master of the hunt, Maharaj 
• Singjee, mounted on a richly caparisoned camel, marched in the midst of his 
huntsmen; the guests and nobles followed, each mounted on an eleidiant; and a 
numerous escort of mounted llajpoots brought up the rear. The ])roc(*..ssion 
advanced slowly across the plain, closely surrounded on all shies by crowds of 
country people come to witness the sport. Wlien we had left the village about a 
league behind us, the liana selected tho.se who were to have the honour of hunt¬ 
ing with him. These were only Major Nixon, Dr. Cunningham, Schaumburg, 
myself, and the two llaos of Baidlah and Pursoli. The rest Inul to content 
themselves with Iwjking on. The preparations thus ended, the hunt began. The 
beaters spread themselves over the plain, and headed and turned a herd of wild 
boars, which crossed the line of elejihants. Four were loft dead ujKm the held, 
when the sjmrt was considered sufficient for the first day. The jirocession was 
reformed, and returned to the camp in the same order as it went out. At the 
gate of the palace the Nautch girls, attired in their richest apparel, met u.s, like 
the daughters of Israel of old, and congratulated us ujh)u our success. 

The four following days were devoted to hunting in the plain, in order to 
drive the game towards tlie mountains. Nothing could look more lucturesijue 
than the long line of elephants stretching through the valley. These huge 
animals rise above the low jungle like towers, and with a firm and silent tread 
advance into the midst of the thorny underwood. The most interesting part of 
these expeditions, and that which most displays the extraordinary sagacity of the 
hunting-elephants, is the pursuit of the wounded animals. The wild boars cross 
the line of hunters in herds; and, when wounded, they immediately detach 
themselves from the rest of the herd and bury themselves in the bru.shwood. As 
a wounded animal always belongs by right to him by whose ball he was first 
struck, the hunter has to separate himself from the other sportsmen, and start in 
pursuit of his game. The elephant on which the hunter is mounted must now 
serve him instead of a hound. Ho follows indefatigably the track of the wild 
boar from point to point; and his unshod feet tread the earth so noiselessly that 
he passes close to the most timid animals without disturbing them. Following, 
on an elephant, the track of a wounded animal, I have often seen groups of deer 
a few paces off, which continued peacefully to browse in spite of our presence. 
When tlie' trail ceases, the elephant is stopjied; and one often has to look alniut 
for some time before discovering the unfortunate boar, breathless and exhausted, 
crouching beneath a thicket. A rifle-ball puts an end to its suffering. 

On the 21st the shikaris infonned us that we could now commence the 
hankwa, a word which means a “ drive ” in the mountains. According to their 
report, the game, scared by our shooting of the last few days, had taken Wuge in 
considerable numbers among the wooded gorges. The plan of the hunt was 
immediately drawn up. We were to commence at the southern end of the 
range, and proceed thus from ravine to ravine as far as the defile which over- 
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looks the rendezvous of Nahrmugra, where the last and great battue was to take 
place. 

On the morning of the 2Sth, the hunting party returned as far as Dubok; 
whence we prQceeded to the /Mwdi from which we were to take part in the hunt. 
The name “ houdi ” is applied to small embattled forts, built as hiding-places 
for the hunters. They are generally placed at the entrance to a ravine, in order 
that the guns of the sportsmen may command the entire gorge One was comfort¬ 
ably installed there; sofas having been prepared for the liana and his guests, ' 
and refreshments, such as beer, champagne, iced lemonade, &c., not forgotten. 
Shooting fn>m a “houdi” therefore is the least fatiguing way imaginable of 
enjoying siiort. Behind each sportsman arc stationed two shikaris, who preside 
over a regular battery of guns; one of them is occupied in loading, while the 
other pas.ses the guns to the hunter as fitst as he requires them, relieving him of 
those which lie has already discharged. 

The houdi of Duliok occupies a channing position. Shaded by a group of 
trees, on the edge of a deep ravine, it commands an extensive view of the plain 
and the Aravalis. The beaters who had preceded us, had ranged themselves on 
the heights of the mountains in large numliers, leaving to the denizens of the 
forest no other way of esatpe than that commanded by our guns. A great 
hubbub was soon lieard in the distance; a clamorous sound of gongs, trumpets, 
and tom-toms rose from the depths of the jungle. In a few moments a loud 
crashing was heard among the brushwoiKl, and the first henl of about twenty 
wild liogs rushed bewildered into the ravine. The effects of our fire were 
apparent directly they came within range. A few fell dead on the sjiot; some 
regained the mountains, while others, with more sense, continued their course, 
and were lo.st to sight on the plain. At the end of a quarter of an hour the con¬ 
fusion had become indescribable. The wild boars were crowded by hundreds in 
the ravine, and the fire from the houdi thundered uninterruptedly. Jackals and 
hyanas mingled promiscuously with the boars, the shooters occasionally bringing 
down one of them, as they rushed past, maddened by terror. One panther, with 
more caution, attempted to scale the rocks, and avoid the houdi; but the 
stratagem did not succeed; and it rol^^cted i)y i-oyal edicts bottom of the 

ravine, amid the joyful acclamations 

At length the Ijeiiters returned, ti-dversiu-*' descended into 

the inillah to count tlm killed and e^iirections The vi'^^*® that met our 
eyes was indeed frightful; the animals beautiful palaf'*'^®^ hideous disorder. 
More than twenty wild Iwars, about finA,it.j by nymnas, and jungle-dogs, and 
one pfinther, were the result of an horn*' and a half of hankwa. Of all these 
victim.s, the wild dogs interestetl me the most, as I had often heard of them, but 
till then had never seen one. This animal is of the same size as the jackal, which 
it greatly resembles about the head; but its fur is shorter and of a pale-red 
colour, and the tail is smooth. They collect in large packs, and pursue antelopes 
tuid deer, which fall an eaSy prey to their cunning and agility; but they never 
attack a man. They are not known ever to have been tamed, not even when 
taken quite young. 

The beaters constructed litters, on which the dead animals were piled up, and 
our party re-entered Nahnnugra in triumph. To' celebrate this day, the Bana in 
the evening gave us a grand dinner at the palace. The entertainment was pro- 
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longed far into the night, and we failed not to do honour to the rojal champagne. 
The Nautch girls and minstrels wiled away the long hours witJi their songs and 
dances; and we afforded them, I think, equal amusement by singing “God save 
the Queen ” and the “ Marseillaise.” 

In ray conversations with the Maharana I learnt several curious particulars 
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concerning the fauna of the country. Being passionately fond of hunting, he had 
carefully studied the habits of the animals with which his forest abounded, and 
appeared to irossess great knowledge of them. On my expressing my surprise 
at the absence of tigers in the recent hunt, he replied that this, far from being 
unusual, was generally the case in those districts which were much infested by 
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wild boars, as these animals, collecting in great numbers, always attacked the 
tigers, when they trespassed on their domain, and succeeded in expelling and even 
in killing thenn As I appeared to doubt the possibility of such a feat on the 
])art of animals jxjssessing such slender means of attack, he promised that I should 
myself witness one of these combats, and thus prove the truth of his statement. 

Our Cfimp life at Nalirmugra was one continued series of amusements; and, 
to give you an idea of it, 1 will take one day, selected at random, and describe it 
to you. 

Our sleeping-tents were placed in a circle round two pavilion-tents, surrounded 
by verandahs, and luxuriously furnislied. Of these one was the diuiug-:'oom, the 
other the sitting-room or reunion tent. At six o’chxik in the morning 1 was 
roused by tlie servant bringing me a ghuss of sherry. 1 am])ing out of my char]X)y 
with silver feet, I pidled oil' niy clothes, .and, (binning a simjde janglnr or close- 
titting drawers, issued from my teid. 1 then ' '(4 my place n a little he.!,}) of 
straw, and, on l(X)king round, saw e icli of my e anions >' front of his t(nA in 
the same position and costume a.s ;nyself. 1 in- bbi.stces aruved with their 
jmi.ssucks, and doused us vigorously with cold wat.’r In a tew moments more we 
were all assembled, in a more suitable dres?, rouii:i die table in the mess tent, 
busily employed in discussii.g a plentiful ot.i' 'ui-zcx, or early ' reakfast After' 
a pleasant eliat, whilst smoking some excidUnt Manilla cliei'oots, we mounteu our 
horses and went to explore the surrounding country, .shooting a few wild-fowl 011 
the neighbouring lake. At v leveu o’clock tin; process of |'’•essing was again gone 
through, and a second breakfast sen is I; with regard to wliicli the only tiling 
worth ineutioning wa.s the arrival ol tlie ’tana’s messeiigei's, who every morning 
brought us a repast. A long lile of servants, l.iearing dislies laden with a variety 
of meats, were jiri'ceded by t\vo attendants with gilt canes, 'riie.se dishes consisted 
of roasted meats, luiuiudies of wild hoar, breast of kcl, and strongly flavoured 
ragouts and curries; .soin.i of them, iiowever, would do credit to the tiihles of our 
Enrojiean grandees. Ali.ut a dozen [dates were filled with pickles of all kinds, 
roasted berries, and sweetmeats. We merely went through the form of tasting 
this huge breakfast, which served to regale our attendants, .as we preferred the 
e.xeellent cuisine of the Ihirra Sahib and the Moselle from the royal cellars. The 
middle of the day was set apart for the “Itankwm.” At four o’clock, after 
refreshing myself with a second hath, which effectually dispelled the fatigue of the 
hunt, I received vi.sits from the Hindoo nobles, who chatted pleasantly on all 
kinds of subjects. The dinner, as is usual in India, lasted till late; and we were 
entertained up to midnight by the Nautcli girls, jugglers, and fireworka 

On the 30th we hunted for the last time, and in the evening there was a 
gr<and entertainment at the [wlace, to celebrate the closing day of the hunt at 
Nalirmugra. The next day we returned to Oudeypoor, to which place the com¬ 
mencement of the “ Holi ” recalled us; and we entered the Eesidency amidst 
salvos of artillery. 



CHAPTER XV. 


FllsriVlTIES AT OUDEYPOOR. 

Alinr.—Maliu .Sati.— F.'siivilics of the Iloli.—The Durbar.—The Khoosh Mahal.—Fight 
he.iween a I’aii'boi aial a Wild Boar.—The Fewlival of (hmri.—A Bear Hunt. 

in'; .'uo ioi.i city of Aliar is situiited nearly in tlie centre of the 
eiicii of lioaiutains which furin the vtilley of Oudeypoor; and 
near it, i.s situate the Maha Sail, faniou.s throughout Ihijestlian 
as tlto roytil ('euietery of the Hanas. Tlie morning after our 
return to the, Jve.sidencv heitig cool and pleasaJit, J rejraired 
tliither witli (Japtain 'J'aylor. Tlie road skirts the little river, 
which is fed hy tlie sitrjilus waters of Ltike Heshola, sonietinies descetidiug into 
its very bed, strewn with h-.ige houlders, and sometimes winding along the edge of 
its steep liauk.s. A few miles from the town a pretty Hindoo liridge with pointed 
arelie,s sp ins the nullah ; and the road is mst to .sight in a wood, which extend.s 
to the outskirts of Ahar. One or two Jain temples, in the midst of a .scattered 
village of ;d)out thiitv huts, are al' .hat now remain of the capital of the Touar 
king. Under this dyna.sty Ahar went by the name of 'I'amha Nagari. and its 
foundation date,.s back several cei-turies befc’O the Chri.stian era. In the first 
century of the Samwat era the great To-..ir king, Xhlcmmaditya, transferred 
the seat of government from this city to tlie aneient A\auti, now’ ealled Onjein. 
Several centuj'ies later, the Ohelote Asa Ditya founded a town, called Anandiioor, 
on the ruins of Tamba Nagari, which likewise lost its importance when the 
successors of Bappa estahli.shed thom.selves at Chittore. It is not known at what 
epoch the town of Anandpoor was first called Ahar, or Ar, by which name it is 
now known. 

Near the village is a sand-hill of considej’ahle elevation, which bears the name 
of Dholi-Koti, the “ Fort of Cinders.” According to tradition, this was the site 
of the fortress of the Touars, which was buried heueath a cloud of ashes. Thoi o 
is notliing to make one believe in the possibility of this volcanic phenomenon; but 
it is very probable that this artificial mound covers tlie ruins of some ancient 
edifice, which had been buried by the shifting sand. It would be very interesting 
to excavate it, but the local superstition has hitherto kepit it sacred. 

The only important remains of ancient Tamba are the numerous bas-reliefs 
and other sculptures which are formed on the walls and terraces of tlie Jain 
temples. These temples are themselves of great antiquity, aud appear to have 
been rebuilt on the sites and with the ruins of the ancient sanctuaries. 

One portion of the site of the ancient city is covered by the Cemetery of 
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Maha Sati, a word signifying “the great sacrifice of Suttee.” Here are collected 
the mausoleums of all the Eanas, since Oudey Sing first established himself in the 
valley; several monuments of the ancient kings of AnandiJoor, still standing near 



this spot, having seemingly prompted the choice of the Eanaa This field of the 
dead is also reserved for the ashes of princes and their connections and the chief 
nobles: it is now a picturesque necropolis, rich in monuments of the past 
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Tliose tombs are placed side by side in an immense enclosure, and are of 
various dimensions, from the chain, witlT four columns, to the magnificent mahal; 
but they are all built on the same principle, though they vary greatly in arrange¬ 



ment and detail. Each consists of an elegant dome supported by graceful 
columns which form a circidar pavilion, and is placed on a terrace of some height 
and reached by a broad flight of steps; the entire edifice, terrace, stairs, columns’ 
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and domes, being of the beautiful white marble from the quarries of Kankraoli. 
lliese monuments are built in the Jain style of architecture; and, though com¬ 
paratively modern, it would be difficidt to find finer s])eeimens of Vedyavan art. 
Tliese, like all Jain domes, are built in horizontal layers one upon another, and 
rest upon that combination of pillars and architraves wliieh the native architects 
were the first to employ. The columns are simple and graceful in stjde, 
and, contrary to the usuid Hindoo custom, but slightly ornamented; one rarely 
secs more than a beading, with a few bells and chains in relief. As regards 
architectural order, these mausoleums bear a striking resemblance to the celebrato<l 
tombs of Halicarnassus. 

Among the innumerable monuments which cover the Field of Maha Sati, 
three are of gigantic projM)rtions, i.a. those of Ouima Sing and of Sangram Sing. 
'J'he two mausoleums in honour of the latter prince face each other, and are reared 
on colossal marble terraces. Their grandeur is ini]losing; and it is impossible to 
imagine anything more striking than these two huge structures of white marble, 
crowned with two domes gracefully resting tqion an attic of sculptured pila.sters. 
The estimate made at the time they were built shows us that their cost was more 
than forty lacs of rujices, which is equivalent to four hundred thousand jKUinds. 
Beside these wonderful edifices lie a few roughly hewn bloc;ks of stone, raised by 
tlic ungrateful successors of Juggut Sing over the ashes of that king, who 
endowed Oudeyjioor with so many monuments, amongst which may be reckoned 
the fairy-like islands of Jugnavas and Jugniunder. 

Nothing could be more romantic than to wamlei', on a lovely morning of an 
Indian s]iring, through tins labyrinth of tombs and verdure. And yet what 
horrible memories hover over the Field of Immolation ! Not one of these build¬ 
ings but was the scene of a bloody sacrifice, and is the memorial of a barbarous 
custom. 

Mount the broad stairs whicli lead to the nearest mausoleum. In the centre 
of the chamber stands a high block of marble, resembling an altar; and figures 
of women in bas-relief surround the pedestal. It is a record of the number of 
victims immolated at the sacrifice of Suttee. 

Eveiy one has heard of the Indian custom of Suttee, which formerly obliged 
a woman to be burnt Jilive with the dead body of her husband. By what fatal 
chance could so barbarous a custom have become imidanted in such a humane 
religion as that of the Vedas, and among so gentle and tolerant a people ? Tlie 
Bralimins derive its origin from the sacrifice of Sati, the wife of Siva, who burned 
herself alive to avenge an insult offered to her husband by her father Daksha. 
It would thus .seem to have been borrowed from the religion of the Tantras. Be 
that as it may, the Bajiioots adopted and z(ialously adhered to the law of Suttee, 
and it rerpiired the whole energy of the English Government to abolish it It 
was considered a disgrace for a liana to leave this world without a numerous 
train of victims: the greater the number, the more honoured was his memory 
among his successors. To this day tlie Itajpoot proudly calls the attention of 
the European visitor to the fact that five-and-twenty women were burnt on the 
funeral pile of the liana Sangram Sing. 

Thus these grand and romantic monuments serve but to commemorate the 
most hideous sacrifices. During the narrative of the Sesoudia who accompanied 
us, I pictured to myself the scene in all its terrible reality. The splendid pro- 
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cession wliich accompanies the remains of the Eaua entera the sacred enclosure; 
the royal standards float on the breeze; bursts of instrumental music fill the air; 
and the priests are chanting a canticle, whilst a crowd gathers on the marble 



terraces. An immense funeral-pile, decked with wreaths of flowers, is prepared 
on the spot where a superb mausoleum shall one day stand. The body of the 
prince is laid in the centre; and the victims, their heads adorned with jewels, and 
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mad with terror or fanaticism, arrange themselves in a circle round it, the favourite 
wife being i)rivileged to support the head on her knees. The flames creep up 
gradually, and through the smoke one can see the group of wretched women. 
'I’lic cliatiting pf the priests and tlie clashing of the cymbals drown their cries 
and soon nothing is left of so much life and beauty but a mass of smouldering 
ashes. 

To distract us from these dismal thouglits, our guide infonned us that 
the Hajpoot airnival had commenced some days since. We had, it appears,' 
to congratulate oursidves on being at Oudey]MX)r during the festival of the 
Iloli, as it was in no other town of Ilajpootana celebrated with so much 
splendour. 

The festivid of Iloli marks the arrival of Si>ring, and is held in honour of the 
goddess Ilolica, or Vassauti, who personilies tliat season in the Hindoo I’antheon. 
The carnival la.sts several days, during which time tlie most licentious del)auchery 
and disorder reign throughout evtsry class of society. It is the regular Saturnalia 
of Indi.a. Persons of tlie greatest respectability, without regard to rank or age, 
are not ashamed to take yiart in tlie orgies which mark this season of the year. 
The festivities do not become really uproarious until the last two days; but from 
the very lieginning eftigies of the most revolting indecency are set up at the gates' 
of the town and in the jiriiicipal thoroughfares. Women and children crowd 
round the hideous idols of the feast of Ilolica and deck them with flowers; and 
then immorality reigns sujireme in the .streets of the capital. 

'I'lie ojrening scene of these festivities is the Itoyal Hunt, in which 1 had taken 
part. The date of its commencement is fixed by the a.strologers, and is adled 
Ahairea, or Mahourut-ka-Shikar ; that is, the declaration of war against the wild 
boar, which is the invetenite enemy of Gouri, the Hindoo Ceres. It is intere.stiug 
to note that both the ligyptians and Greeks considered the wild boar as the enemy 
of I.sis and Ceres. 

On returning from the Ahairea, the liana leaves his palace in great pomp, 
followed by an tmvari, or sowari, and repairs to the temple to worship Sourya, the 
Hindoo Pliadms. The llajpoots have retained a veneration for the Sun, their 
ancestor, which ill accords with the Sa'iva dogmas now professed by them, winch 
consign Sourya to a secondary jilace in their worship. He is held in special 
honour at Oudeypoor. I'lie principal gate of the town is tailed the Souradjpol; 
the king’s palace is the Sourya Mahal; and the liana himself, the “ Sun” of the 
Hindoos, shows liiinself to the jieople, on grand occasions, from the top of the 
Sourya Gokra, or “ balcony of the Sun.” Great respect is also paid to the horse, 
as the emblem of t he sun; and the first day of the week is dedicated to him 
under the name of Adit, or Aitwara. 

Towards the middle of the month of TMlgun^ the revels reach their climax. 
Trooyis of men and women, wreathed with flowers, and drunk with bang, crowd the 
.streets, carrying .sacks full of a bright red vegetable powder. With this they 
assail the passers-by, covering them with clouds of dust, which soon dyes their 
clothes, a startling colour. Groups of people stationed at the windows retaliate 
with the same projectiles, or squirt with wiKxlen syringes red and yellow streams 
of water into the streets below. No one is spared, not even the richly dressed 
courtier, or the phlegmatic European, who finds himself in the crowd. And yet 
none complain, though in a country where the grades of society are so rigidly 
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dufiued, and the pride of the nobles is carried tf) such a pitch. All recognise the 
license of the season, and the most cheerful good humour is always maintained. 
But this powder is not their only weapon. They keep up a running tire of jests 
and repartee; and, though actual abuse is never resorted to, no ‘dignitary who 
ventures into the streets is allowed to esmpe without a shower of cutting remarks, 
to which he retorts with ironical menaces. 

The palace is by no means the least noisy part of the town. The king and the 
nobles throw off all restraint, and give themselves up to niirtli and revelry; and 
even from the Residency we can see a purple cloud rising alwve the royal alxala 
One of the prettiest siglits during these festivities is a kind of mimic tournament 
held by the nobles on the great terrace; when, armed with little vessels of talc 
filled with red pbw'der, they commence a sham fight, by dexterously flinging 
these light projectiles at each other, which on breaking cover them with the 
iwwder. 

The elephants also take their part in the sjKirt, and a{)pear to find groat pleasure 
in covering each other with powder. After this game lias lasted a few days, 
the houses, trees, men, women, and children are all dyed the same uniform 
.colour. 

The Nautch giils enjoy unbounded liberty during this carnival. Tliey have 
special dances for the occasion, when all propriety is forgotten; and the couplets 
which they recite during the dance are most unseemly, and always allude to the 
people present. 

During the festival of the Iloli, the Bheel tribes assemble from all parts of 
the mountain to keep their carnival at the village of Ahar. I'hey choose this 
place for a general rendezvous in memory of their ancestors, who, according to 
tradition, inhabited a city which once flourished on the site of this village and was 
the capital of their empire. 

Major Nixon advised me to go and see these wild sjxirts. On entering Ahar, 
I found the village filled with a yelling crowd, who were pressing round the sheds 
where mhowah spirit was served out to them. Men, women, and children, crowned 
with flowers, appeared completely intoxicated. Never have I witnessed so revolting 
a six)ctacle. Groups of naked wretches, dead drunk, were wallowing in the gutters, 
and at every step the most disgusting debauchery was exhibited with unblushing 
effrontery. The Mahi Sati was invaded by them, and the crowd oveiTan the 
mai’ble palaces with riotous ujiroar. We could not even walk out with .safety, as 
the infuriated state of those wretches, excited with drink, resulted in frequent 
broils. 

Tlie festival of the Holi tenninates on the last day of Gouuum. In the 
morning the chieftains and their vassals assemble in the gi-eat courtyard at the 
beating of the Nigaras, or grand state drums of the Tripolia. The Kana leaves the 
palace with them, and repairs to the Chougau, a large pavilion erected on a high 
hill, the stone roof of which is entirely supjwrted by columns, without any walls ■ 
and there, suwounded by his Court, the prince listens to the songs in honour c 
Holica. Occasionally a vulgar jest from the crowd reminds him that even hi 
rank cannot protect him from the license of the Wass ant Pac h ami. The festivitie 
finish with the lighting of bonfires in all parts of the town, in ydiich the idolatrou 
effigies are burnt, and around which the common jieople dance wildly all throng 
the night 
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Tlie following morning, the ist of Cbeyt, every Hindoo bathes, says his 
praytsrs, chfinges his garments, and once more becomes a 2)eaceful citizen. 

On tlie 3rd of the mouth, the standards and the royal insignia are sent to 
Baidlah, according to ancient custom, to escort the Rao, one of the sixteen Omras, 
to the 2)alacc. The Rana receives him in i)erson at the Tripolia; and, after 
embracing, they enter the audience-chamber together, the Rao’s hand placed in 
that of tlie Rana. 

In the beginning of the same month, the Maharana convokes a solemn 
assembly, or Durbar, of all the chief nobles of the kingdom. This is the closing 
scene of the festivities of the Holi; and then commences the season to bo devoted 
to the serious affairs of State. 

The Durbar is held on the great terrace of the palace, in front of the zenana. 
In this immense space all the nobility of Meywar assembles on the occasion. 
From early moi'ii the place is thronged with a iiicturesque crowd of courtiers in 
gay costunuis, and eleiiliants with gold and silver tra]ipings. A semicircle of 
about forty sofas is formed, with the bright blue sky as their only canojiy; and 
the nobles take their j)lac(.!.s, surrounded with banners aiul escorted by their 
attendants. 

The Rana, residcmlent with jewels and diamonds, soon arrives, accomiianied 
by the J<'.nglish Rolitical Agent, and takes his jilace on the throne. He seats 
liimself, Indian-fashion, on the velvet cushion, leaning on a shield of rhinoceros 
hide, as transjiarent as amber; his tulwar, enriched with precious stones, lies 
across bis knees; bis feet, talso covered with jewels, are bare, and his sandals are 
jjlaced by his side on a silver footstool. Major Nixon and the attaches are seatfjd 
at bis right hand, while the Rao of Baidlah occupies the first jdace on his left; 
then come the Omras, or great vassals of the crown, the ministei's of state, and 
the vnkeels of foreign jtowers. At either extremity of this long line is a row of 
seats, jdaced at right angles to it, for the Thakours, or feudal lords of Meywar. 
All these men are dres.sed in their richest a2)])arel; costly brocades, Thibet shawls, 
hereditary je.wels, and weajions of 2>riceless value. The turbans which distinguish 
the dilferent clans are of various fonus, from the heavy-looking cone of the Haras 
to tlie graceful muslin t,urban, enriched with strings of diamonds, worn by the 
nobles of the Court. Behind the 2>rinc(! stand the servants of the royal household, 
chamberlains, images, and confidential attendants; and in the front row Maharaj 
Singji, the prince’s chief huntsman, may be distinguished by his lofty stature and 
white beard. Over the throne waves the standard of the Sesoudias—tlie Meywar 
Sun; and between two attendants in the background are the Rana’s two riding- 
ele2ihatits. 

If one c,om2)arcs the antiquity and the illustrious origin of the dynasties 
which have reigned, and still reign, over the different kingdoms of Rajestlian, 
witli those of the greatest countries of Kuro2)e, it is easy to perceive that on these 
jioints tlie superiority undoubtedly rests with the liajpoots. Before tlie beginning 
of our era, masters of an immense territory, we see them still reigning over vast 
and rich countries, with cities emliellished with magnificent monuments, wliile 
some Euro2)ean nations are still in their infancy. The powerful Jehanghir, the 
Mogul Emperor, was, like Caesar, a commentator on the history of the tribe of the 
Sesoudias. The su2)reme head of the twenty-two satrapies of India expatiates 
with 2Ji’ide on the treaty which he concluded with the Rajpoot king. He thanks 
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Heiiven for having reserved for him the success “which neither his immortal 
ancestor Baber, the founder of the Mogul dynasty, nor Houmayoun had been able 
to obtain, and which even his father, the illustrious Akbar, had l)ut partially 
achieved.” * 

The poorest Eajpoot of our day can, thanks to the genealogy of his tribe, 
trace back his descent for more than fifteen ceutviries; and liow proudly does 
he dwell on the pui-ity of his lineage, unstained by any alliance with the 
Moguls! 

The sixteen Omras, wlio surround the Maharana, represent that hfindful of 
heroes who valiantly sustained for a whole century the hag of independence, 
without succumbing to the frequent calamities which befell them, or being 
seduced by the brilliant offers of the emperors. In spite of the com))aratively 
degraded condition to which constajit revolutions havti reduc(id them, tliey still 
possess the noble features, the lofty bearing, and something of that adventurous 
nature which distinguished their fatliers. 

All the Rajpoett nobles have their re.spective colours and coats-of-arms, which 
show that they possess some knowledge of heraldry; and most of the trilies tear 
names derived from the emblems which are emblazoned on their banners: for 

• 

example, the Kutchwas, or tortoises; the Sesoudias, or hares; the Chandawats, or 
moons. I’his custom, therefore, is t»f gi’eat anticjuity, and cannot po.ssibly have 
been imported from EurojM?, as .some sup])osc. 'J'od assures Jis that traces have 
been found of the use of firearms in India at a date prior to the 'J'rojan war. In 
the Mahabaratii, the hero Tthasaina is repj-es(.inted as glorying in liav'ing earned 
off tlie banner of Ardjomia, of which the dex'icc was a Ilnnouman, or mf)nkcy; 
and in the Hindoo nananees of chivahy the knights are always distinguished, as 
they arc in our own day, by the colour of their scarves and the .symbols and 
devicxis engraved on their shields. 

The royal banquets am always given in the Khoosh Mahal, ic. “ Palace of 
I’leasurc,” a mo,st graceful edifice crowning the hill. The tal>les are spread in an 
immense saloon, richly but sim])ly decorated, the vaulted roof of which rcists upon 
indented arches, supjxjrted by columns of white marble, and which is biilliantly 
illuminated by crystal chandeliers whose lights are reflected by a thousand 
mirrors, Indian carpets covering the tesselated pavement. The dinner itself, 
which comes from the kitchens of the Residency, naturally is quite in the 
European style; and the wine, which comes from the royal cellars, is first 
rate. 

I'he Ratia receives his guests, but only waits till they are all seated at the 
table, when he retires; considering that, his religion forbidding him to take part 
in our repast, his iiresence as a .spectator would be a revstraint upon Ids guests. 
He returns with the principal Raos when the des.sert is served, and graciously 
accepts the silver cup of champagne, which the Resideitt offers him. Numerous 
toasts soon remove all constraint, and Rajpoots and Europeans vie with each 
other in doing honour to the wines of the West and to the Manilla and Havannah 
cigars. 

The inevitable Nautch girls soon make their appearance, as no entertainment 
hero can be given without them. Taking advantage of the conviviality of their 


• Ttxl, “ Annak of Rajeathan,’’ vol. i. p. 136. 
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superiors, tliey boldly take part in the convemtion, and intersperse their dances 
with pleasantry, which is much relished by the courtiers. Towaixis midnight the 
Eana rises and dismisses his guests, after throwing garlands of flowers round their 
necks. 

We generally began the day with an excursion to one of the numberless 
.summer palaces which have been erected by the different lianas in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the capital, and closed it with either a hunt or a trip on the 
lake. 

I .shall never forget the charming day that we spent at one of these residences. 
It was at “ Gordun Bulas,” or “ Delights of Gordun,” situated among the woods 
which clothe the shores of Lake Pesliola. We embarked from the ghftts of the 
Tripolia at an early hour in the morning, as we had to traverse the whole length 
of the lake. Nothing could be more lovely than the lake at tiiat early hour, 
when it was partially buried in the deep shade thrown by the surrounding hills; 
and, as our bark glided noiselessly along in the midst of this eiiclianting scene, 
we gratefully inhaled the fre.sh air, still laden with the scents of night. A light 
cloud of vapour hung over the town; the peaks of the pagodas and the marble 
domes which crown the heights were bathed in a flood of rosy light; the islands,. 
with their terraces and gardens, were reflected in the deep and placid writers; and 
liere and there grou])S of Hindoos in gaudy costumes were collected on the steps 
of the ghtUs. (iradually, however, the scene changed. A de.nse jungle extended 
to the very foot of the ramparts, which striitched from the summit of Eklingurh 
down to the bed of the lake. It was a singular sight, and reminded one of a 
transition scene at a theatre. On one side lay a populous city; on the other, a 
forest overhanging a marsli infe.sted by crocodiles, where the tiger comes to quench 
his thirst. 

We presently Landed in a little lonely creek, whence we had a view of the 
entire ]ia,norama of Oudeypoor and the lake. 

We mounted the elephants which awaited us, and a few minutes’ ride through 
the forest brought us to the portico of the Gordun Bulas, where we were received 
by Maharaj Singji. 

My stay at the Court of the lianas had accustomed me to the sight of 
beautiful objects; but 1 must (auifess that the lirst sight of this miniature palace 
took me by surprise. It was a perfeist gem: sluidy courts, enlivened by fountains 
])laying among.st beds of flowers; beautiful buildings of white marble, their 
galleries covered with frescoes and mo.saics, and divided into small but cool and 
comfortable a])artments; and numberless kiosks; the whole being interspersed 
with a profusion of flowers, and enveloped in the most delicious freshness. An 
air of .soft luxury pervaded this masterpiece of Indian art There was nothing 
gi-eat or imposing to depress the spirits or inspire serious thoughts, but every part 
was small, elegant, and attractive. 

After breakfast and a short siesta, the Eana, who had succeeded in escaping 
from the noisy .sports of the Holi, rejoined us with his Court, and announced to 
us his intention of hurding on that very day. It was necessary to propitiate the 
goddess of the day, and we went in pursuit of her implacable enemy. The forest 
which stretches from the Gordun Bulas to the ramparts was entirely surrounded 
by the regiment Sambou rultuu, which the 1 ‘ana always employs at his battues, 
in order to lie sure of keeping them in a state of efficiency; and the houdis, or 
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shikaigAs, occupied a picturesque position half way up the side of a ravine, 
whence a view of the lake, tlie town, the forest, and cliain of the Geerwo 
could be embraced at a single glance. We rode there on elephants, and took 
up our position as before at Nalirmugra, when tlie same scene of carnage 
ensued. 

That indefatigable Nimrod, Doctor Cunningham, persuaded me to accompany 
him to Gordun Talao; which is one of the most picturesque little lakes of tliis 
favoured region. A portion of its basin was concealed by steep belts of brush¬ 
wood and high grass, wliile in another direction it had ovorllowed a forest of 
palm-trees, whose witliered branches droo2)ed from the ]ialf-ui»rootcd trunks. 
Thousands of water-fowl and divers disported themseh'es on the black and 
stagnant water; and crocodiles were to be seen eitlier buried in the mud asleep, 
with only their heads showing, or basking among the fallen trunks of trees who,se 
rough bark closely resembled their own scaly bodies. Doctor Gunuingham wanted 
a specimen of this re2)tile for his museum; and certainly it would have been easy 
to have killed lialf-a-dozen in as many minutes, but the didimdty was to find one 
in such a position that wo could recover the body. At length we found one, of 
gigantic proportions, asleep on a rock in a little creek a long shot from the shore. 
‘The Doctor made the atteuqit. His ball, which was small and conical, hit the 
huge beast in the throat; but he remained immovable, and only opened his great 
galling mouth. At this moment my ball hit him in the siioulder, when his jaws 
shut—he was dead. The attendants soon brought him ashore on a raft. From 
the muzzle to the ti]) of the tail he measured thirteen I'eet. 

A choubdar arrived with a message from the king, desiring our presence at the 
palace. On our way Major Nixon informed us that the liana was going to fulfil 
the promise which he had made us one day at Nalirmugra: we were about to see 
a fight between a wild boar ami a panther. 

Our party proceeded noisily through the forest; everybwly talking of the 
extraordinary spectacle about to be witnessed, which the liana had so carefully 
kept secret until the last minute; and bets were laid upon the issue of the 
struggle, I maintaining the superiority of the panther, until the contrary shoidd 
be proved. 

Finally, we reached the scene of the combat, which was to take place in a 
handsome building surmounted by turrets, and picturescpiely situated on the 
shores of the lake opposite to Oudeypoor. The arena was surrounded by high 
walls witli marble balconies on either side, at a sufficient height from the ground 
to prevent the panther from reaching them in his frantic leaps. The wild boar 
was alone; a splendid animal, above the average size, and armed with long, 
sharp tusks. He had been captured jn the neighbouring gorges, where he was 
the leader of a herd; and the loss of his liberty had rendered him fierce and 
savage; he looked around him in search of an antagonist, and jrawed the ground 
with impatient fury. Suddenly he j)aused, and trembled for an instant, while his 
huge mane bristled all over his shouldens. At length he saw his adversary. A 
trap-door opened, and a magnificent panther slowly entered the areila, and, 
crouching down in one corner, fixed his eyes upon the wild boar. The latter was 
the first to attack his opponent. He rushed impetuously forward, and, allowing 
the panther to spring on him, tore his flanks \rtth his tusks. His movements 
were so rapid and violent that the panther attempted to escape: but that attcmi>t 
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was fatal to him, for the wild hoar, talcing advantage of his enemy’s distress, 
redouhled his efforts; and each successive attack told on his adversaiy, who, with 
mangled sides, his skull shattered, and blinded with blood, could no longer defend 
himself. A rifle-ball put an end to the sufi'erings of the poor beast, and the 
victor was loudly applauded by the spectators. The wild boar soon reduced the 
body of his victim to a .shaptfless mass, trampling it under foot, and occasionally 
tossing it in the iiir to the opposite side of the arena; and the reward of his 
courage was liberty. I'hc trap-door was oi)cned, and, amidst the acclamations of 
the crowd, he trotted otf, slowly and {fliilosophically, towards the mountains. On 
turning to the llajpoots I saw, by the ex2wes.sion of their countenances, how 
pleased they wor'e at tlie victory of their favourite! adversary. 

The carnival of the Holi laid scarcely ended before tlie fe.stival of Gouri, or 
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Isani, the Hindoo Geres, commenced. The poetic nature of the Hindoo could not 
fail to celebrate tlie advciut of this season; in which Nature, in these almost 
tropical nigions, di.si>lays all her riches, and when Gouri comes to accomplish the 
])i-omisea of Vassanti. Gouri is one of the incarnations of Parvati, the wife oH 
Mahadeo, or Iswara, the great bead of the Saiva Olympus. Her name signifies 
“yellow,” the colour of the harvest. She is represented under the form of a 
woman holding in one hand a lotus, emblem of reproduction, and in the other 
a club, signifying that, as Gouri and Kali, she unites life and death. She 
also bears the names of I’udma and Ana-Tourana, “ nurse of the human 
race.” 

On the first day of the festival, a deputation leaves the town in search of the 
clay of which the idol of Gouri is to be made. When finished, it is placed with 
a lingam of Iswara on a little platform, round which are sown some grains of 
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corn ; and the soil is artificially watered and heated until the seed has germinated ; 
when the women dance in a circle round the idol, and invoke tlie goddess in 
favour of their husbands. After tliis the corn is gathered and distributed to the 
men, who wear it in their turbans Eacli rich family, and every Pourwa, or 
district of the town, has its own idol. During those i)reparations the one toiuc 
of conversation is the approaching departure of Gouri from the king’s palace; 
speculation being rife as to whether she will be as magnificently adorned as she 
was in the preceding year, and whetiicr any new boats will be launched for the 
occasion. 

At length the hour arrives ; the drums give the sigmil, and a salvo of artillciy 
from the heights of Eklingurh announces to the peo])le that Gouri is on her way 
to the lake. The procession forms on the terrace of the palace, and on reiiching 
the lake the liana embarks, accom])anied by his nobles. The site is admirably 
chosen for the occasion: from the foot of the gcmtly rising hill, to the terrace on 
which the palaces of the nobles are built, the lake forms a lovely bay. From 
the royal palace to the water’s edge the terraces iind towers are crowded with 
specators; and the brilliantly dressed women, their hair adorned with roses and 
jessamine, throng the luajble stejis of the Tripolia. It would be difficult to imagine 
a more joyous, and, at the same time, imposing scone than is pres(;nted by tins 
eager and animated crowd. From the prince to the poixsant, evei-y face beams 
with pleasure. The most i»erfect order and decorum are everywhere maintained; 
and all eyes are fixed on the Tripolia, while the arrival of Gouri is piitiently 
awaited. At length the procession descends the steps of the quay. In the 
centre, appears tlie goddess, seated on a throne or ptUh, clothed in yellow drapery, 
and glittciing with gold and precious stones; and on either side of her two lovely 
girls wave the silver chamra above her head, while in front a group of favoured 
women, armed with silver wands, and chanting hjiuiis, iierform the office of 
clioubdars. 

On the arrival of the procession, the prince rises, with the nobles ajid ministers, 
and remains standing ujitil the goddess is placed on her throne near the water’s 
edge, when the whole Court embarks in boats. The woimui fonn a circle and 
dance round the goddess with graceful and measured steps, singing hymns in 
honour of the goddess of abundance, love, and devotion. The men are excluded 
fi-om this ceremony, only women being allowed to take part in it. The ablutions 
of the goddess hist some time, after which she is recomlucted to the palace 
with the same pomp as before. 'J'he liana and his chiefs now set out to 
visit the different images of Gouri by water. The little flotilla, gaily decked 
out, and gliding along the shores of the lake, is one of the prettiest sights of 
pthe whole ceremony; and the festivities wind up with a grand display of 
fireworks. 

A few days after the festival of I'udma, 1 reminded the Ilajah that I had 
irrevocably fixed the day of our departure for the 5th of March; and as it was 
already the ist of that month, 1 begged him, in fulfilment of his promise, to have 
everything arranged for us to continue our journey. He again tried to detain us; 
but, seeing that my resolution was taken, he promised that all should be in readi¬ 
ness on the day appointed. 

Before leaving, however, we had a bear hunt to witness, in order to complete 
the series of hunts which the liana had promised us. It was organised without 
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further delay, and on the 3rd we started on our march towards the high moun¬ 
tains which enclose the valley on the north. Travelling by atrocious roads across 
a country of rocky gorges and hills, cither totally barren or only partially covered 



with scattered grou])s of wax cactus, we arrived at length at Burdi Talao, a 
picturesque lake, quite iiidden among the mountains. In a straw hut erected on 
the embankment we found an excellent breakfast awaiting us, which we quickly 
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ticmolished whilst admiring the landscape; and we regictted that the short time 
we had at our disposal would prevent our fishing for some of the enonuous 
murrell and pahm with which the lake alKuuula Tlie dam which foims this lake 
is remarkably constructed: it is sixty-three feet iu height, and at the verge of 
the water is ornamented with kiosks and broad llights of stops. 

The camp of the prince, to which we shortly repaired, was pitched on a 
magnificent plateau at a considerable distance from tlie hunting-ground, as the 
bear of the Aravalis is a cunning fellow, and the noise made by five hundred 
iKBaters would soon have driven him away. Our small and select party set out, 
preceded by the beaters, who jwsted themselves in tlieir several places. The 
road was frightful, occasionally even dangerous; but wo had nothing to fear, as 
we were mounted on elephants. In situations where a horse or a mule would l)c 
unsafe, one can rely securely on the sagacity of the elephant. The most j)ro- 
found silence was enjoined on our taking up our position iu the shikargas. The 
situation was wildly beautiful. Before us rose a lofty mountain, clothed witii 
sombre wood.?, and forming an amphitheatre whose base converged on our retreat; 
and trees of a hundred years’ growth spread their huge l)ranches abtiye a tangled 
mass of bamboos, canes, and cacti. But what was most striking was the tran¬ 
quillity which reigned around us; the twitter of a few birds alone broke the 
silence, while a monkey asleep on the branch of a tree was the only living 
animal to be seen. I’rescntly the huntsman rose and waved a scarf, and the 
next moment the air resounded with the clash of gongs and cymbals, mingled 
with shouts and the occasional discharge of rifle.s. Soon jackals, hyenas, and a 
few wild boars rushed past us, but we took no notice of them. The bears were 
not to be so easily frightened: they perfectly understood that all this uproar was 
merely intended to drive them within range of our rilles; and the shouts and 
cries of the beaters increasing every instant acquainted us with the fact that 
the crafty animals were attempting to force the line, as several of them indeed 
succeeded in doing. At length one came in our direction. He advanced 
slowly, then paused, and advanced again; there were six of us, an<l we were to 
shoot in succession, and not to fire more than one shot ai)iece. The liana fired 
and wounded the bear as soon as he came within ratige, which so enraged him 
that he rushed furiously towards us. I then fired and hit him, but without much 
effect; the third shot brought him down. The beaters, on coming up, irformed us 
that several bears had made their escape; upon which the liana accused them 
of want of courage. The bravo follows shook their heads, and said that they 
would never let a tiger escape them, but that Master Bruin was a great deal 
more formidable; for he attacks a man at once, and his embrace is deadly; and, 
if he tries to escape, the only alternative is to make room for him or else kill 
him on the spot. 

The day of departure drew near, and the camels which were to transport us 
were already assembled in our courtyard. The llaos still tried to detain us, but 
I remained unshaken. These gallant fellows, for whom wo had conceived a 
sincere friendship, could not understand our obstinate determination to (juit ,a life 
of soft indulgence for one of privation in the jungle. 

The fourth was the day fixed for bidding farewell to tho Eana. An elephant 
and a guard of honour came to conduct Schaumburg and myself to the palace, 
i where we were received with more than usual deference. The chamberlains 
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ushered us* into the thvoue-room, where the Rana awaited our arrival; for he 
desired this interview to be more imposing than any previous one. “ But, 
sahib,” said he, “ you have been here but two days! ” “ Two months, Maha¬ 

rajah ! ” I replied—“ two years of pleasure.” This thoroughly Oriental answer 
elicited the “Wall! wah!" of the courtiers, w'ho sang my praise in chorus. 
Finally the Rana sent for the khillut, or complimentary gift, which was prepared 
for us, and wished us a pleasant journey. I left the palace arm-in-arm with the 
Rao of Baidlah, much affected by this interview; and when, on mounting my 
elephant, I wrung the hand of the venerable Itao for the last time, it seemed as 
though I were parting for ever from old and true friends, and I felt a choking 
sensation in my throat, and tears filled my eyes. 



CHAPTER XVJ. 
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Hulkams niid PunvMuas.—A Word to Ti'iivcdli-rs.—Ditfi.oilty with Tiivdiinins.—Land of Croco- 
dilea—Lej'eiid of Ontula.—Morwtui.—Cliittoro. -T<!ni|)les and Palaces.—Heroes, Heroine.-), 
Liegends, and Chivalry.—Tower of Victory.—Ameergurh.—Biiiiera. 

;A 11 CH 5TH.—The ]»rp])arati(»iis for our doparture are at leno'lli 
eonipleted, thoiigli not without some troidde. In sjjite of t.lui 
Ihina liaving ])laced liis canids at our di.spo.sal, the, vukeel, for 
some unaccomitahle reason, has put endle.ss dillicu]tie,s in our 
way. Tlie beasts (hat he first sent me were (iitlnu’ lame, or 
unmanagealde, or l,oo w'cak, and Jiad to he .sent liack. At 
length 1 threatened to report it to tlie Jiesident, or even to tiie Kana liimself; 
and by this means I have succeeded in procuring fifteen strong camels (.o carry 
our men, baggage, and tents, and two e.\i»ress dromedaries for ourselves; our escort 
consisting of twelve sowar,s, who, with our servants and camel-drivers, raise the 
number of our eomiiany to more tlian forty jiersons. 

At daybreak this morning I despabdied our caravan to Duboelc, in order to 
facilitiite our dejrarture, wliich, in spite of my precaution, was a sceiu! of great 
confusion. We ate our last breakfast at Major Ni.Kon’s, wlmre we found all our 
kind friends assembled round his table. At last it was time to say good-liye, and, 
with a hearty shake of the hand from every one, we sprang into our saddles and 
started off at a rapid pace. An hour’s hard riding brought us to the gorges of 
Dobarri. We paused a moment to take a last look at the view behind us. At 
our feet lay the rich valley, with its woods and fields and smiling A’i'lagcs; the 
little river winding among the rocks; the towers of Aliar just showing above the 
trees; and in the distance Oudeyiioor, the city of the Rising Sun, crowned with 
palaces, and backed by the majestic ranges of the Aravalis, whose blue jteaks stood 
out against the horizon. This was our lasst look at the Ilujspy Valley. After 
passing the gate of the Dobarri pass, we were no longer in the tleorwo: before us 
was spread the whole panorama of the plains of Meywar, only bounded on the 
eastern horizon by the faint blue line of the mountains of the celel>rated Chittore. 

On reaching the bungalow of Dubock, W'c found our camp alrc,ady jatched 
round' it; and a few moments after, two hidlairaa, or messeugei’s from the liana, 
arrived with the purwanas, or firmans, promi.sed us by the prince. Tlnise jnir- 
wanas, addressed to the thakours or barons, the kotwals or governors of towns, 
and the patels or chiefs of villages, cmnmand them to treat us with the respect due 
to the friends of the Maharana, and also to furnish us, gratis, witli rassdd, i.e., the 
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coolies and provisions necessaiy for onr party. KassAd is to be provided, on my 
application, durin" the whole time of our stay in the different localities; and a 
list of the expenses, drawn up by the patel and signed by myself, is to be sent 
to the minister of tlie Kana, who undertakes to defray them.^^ The purwana adds 
that, as the Sahilis are travelling to see the country, every one is to point out to 
them the various objects of interest, and also to give them information respecting 
the customs, traditions, and legends of the inhabitants. Tliis last paragraph was 
most important, as otherwise the natives, fearing to compromise themselves, meet 
one’s impiiries with an air of innocemt ignorance. I’lie two hnlkaras, who are to 
accom])any us, have charge of tlie iirniaus, and are to see that tlie Kami’s wishes 
are properly carried ont. 

Everything in the camp lias been arranged with surprising order: the camels 
and horses are picketed in a row, and the tents evenly pitched; every man is at 
his ixist, and has prepared his (ire and his bed, which consists of a straw mat. 
The confusion wliicli reigned at Oudeypoor lias disa])peared. During tlie last few 
da3's of one’s stay in a place he is about to leave, it is impossible to get the men 
to do anything jiroperly; the camels are careles.sly laden, the cords break, and a 
thousand dilliculties croji up every instant; but, if you can only manage to get 
them a few miles from the town, they see that delay is uschiss, and all goes on 
well. Indians are all fond of travelling; what they dislike is starting: but, once 
on the march, it is ditlicult to find men who submit to hard.ships and privations 
with so much cheerfulnc.s.s. One can then get them to do things which they will 
not do in a town; no kind of work is considered liuniiliatiiig in the jungle, and 
every one is willing to lend a helping hand. 

And now for a few words of advice to those who may be tempted to tmvel 
in Central India. When in the jungle, it is es.seiitial to define jiositively the 
respective position of every member of the caravan. Each department and each 
caste wishes to get the upper hand, and hence arise endless ipiarrels among men 
whom a camp life alone brings into c.ollision; the cook setting himself up as 
master, and c.xpecting all to obe,y him; the sowar giving orders to the camel- 
drivers, and so through the camii; in whicJi in a few daj'S there arc twenty 
masters, and no one to obc)'. It is of the last import.ance to make every one 
thoroughly understand, from the beginning, that you yourself mean to be sole 
master; but, in order to do this, you must thoroughly understand the language, 
as all oi'dem should emanate directh" ft'oni j'ourself. Do not, however, suppose 
from this that the traveller has nothing to do. He has to superintend and look 
after ever^-thiiig. Should any one fall ill, he is at once consulted ; if quarrels 
arise, he has to decide them; and, in the eyes of all, he is morally resjionsible for 
everything tliat liajipens to the caravan. 

At night j'ou must see to the .safetj' of the caniii, and instruct the chief of 
the sowars how to post the chokej/(lar.% or night guards, furnished by the ncigh- 
boui'ing village; you must settle the hour of ilejmiture, the route to be followed, 
and the place of the next encampment; and give the hulkara the list of the 
rass'id to be raised on the villages before your anival. . Above all do not trust to 
your own people for information as to the road, as they will allow you to conduct 
them wherever you please, without even caring to know their destination. Collect 

* This would only done from ]iersonal friendship. It is usual, thruujjhnut India, as in other 
countries, for the traveller to pay his way.—Ki). 
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all the information yon can, anil trace out your uinrcli on the map; you will not 
be puzzled with roads, for there are only tracks in ji;enenil. Far more necessary 
is it for you to acquaint yourself with the rivers and dangerous portions of the, 
route, to foresee every difficulty, and ])oirit it ovit to your men, who never think of 
taking any precautions themselves. 

On entering a district, you must at once sliow the natives what your line of 
conduct is to ba You will Imj overwlielmed with a thousand comidaints, most 
•of them false or exaggerated, from which you must distinguish the just, and see 
them righted. You thus acxpiire a reputation for justice whic.li, spieiwling far and 
wide, precedes you wherever you go. But, besides being jhist, you must maintain 
your own rights with a firmness which, in Europe, would be (jonsidcied harsli; 
the pui-wana must be obeyed to the letter. What you do out of good nature is 
ascril)ed to weakness, and yoxi will no longer find it pos.sil)le to obtain what you 
re/piire. 

The feudal system has taught the,se ]>oor pea.sants to resitect none but those 
who make tlieir power to l)c felt, and to be as exacting to tlieir inferiors as tlioy 
are cringing to their superiors. It is easy to make tliem understand, by justice 
tempered with kindness, that we Europeans can and will make (uirselves respected 
without abusing our power. 

March 6th .—At the hour fi.xcd the camp was a.stir, and I was awakened by 
Sheik, my faithful khan.samah, bringing me a goftd cup of hot coffee. On leaving 
tile bungalow, I found all our men busily occujiied in the oj.eration of loading the 
c^imels by the light of large fires, which they had kindletl for tliat purpose; and 
the camels, indignant at being rousc«l so early, showed their inipatien<;e by friglitful 
bcllowiugs. It was a picturesque scene; the noi.se, the ruddy glare, the great 
dark trees—all these contrasted strangely with tlie ])crfect calm of the sun’onnding 
country. It was four o’clock, the hour of silence in the tropics, wlicu the wild 
beasts are returning to their lairs, and the rest of creation awaits the dawn. Tlie 
air felt keen and chilly, and one was glad to draw nearer to the camj) fires. The 
moon was down, and total darkne.ss would have reigned lint for the glimmer of 
the stars, and the bright glow which precedes the rising of the sun, forming a 
gigantic halo on the eastern horizon. 

The country through which we are travelling is highly favoured by nature. 
The soil is corapo.sed of that rich black mould cidlcd by tbe Indians null; whence 
the name of Malwa, given to the vast tract of country which is watered by the 
Chumbul. But it is far from being cultivated in pro|)ortion to its fertility. I'he 
eye roams over immense plains, covered wi(h the dusky bushes of which tbe 
regular Indian jungle consists; and here and there may be seen a village occupying 
the side of a little hill, with its houses and gardtms, and surrounded by emenild- 
green plantations, crops of golden corn, and fields of opium with flowers of a 
thousand colours. These villages seemed to be in a prosperous condition ; on our 
approach some of the inhabitants came out to meet us, while tlu! chief men and 
representatives of the Government hastened to make their salaams to us. 

After a pleasant ride of twelve miles along tbe excellent road made by Tfiylor, 
at the liana’s expense, we arrived at Mynar. My head servant certainly has the 
eye of an artist. Our camp is delightfully situated on the shores of a beautiful 
lake overshadowed by gigantic trees; the villiige, with its gracefvd temple, crowns 
a small hill, its houses extending to the water’s edge; and oppo.site lies a great 
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marsh, whereon flocks of wild ducks disport themselves among the huge lotus 
leaves. I at once set off in that direction with my gun, and my first shot 
produced a marvellous effect; T could have fancied snyself in llobinson Crusoe’s 
island. The birds rose in a dense cloud, almost obscuring the light of the sun, 
and were so easily brought down that I was soon tired of such tamo sport; and 
the sowars, collecting the game, carried it to my tent, secretly laughing. This was 
soon explained, for I had smreely finished my breakfast when a visitor was 
announced, and 1 found myself confronted by a fat Brahmin, who gesticulated 
wildly, declaring that shooting on the lake was against the laws, and that the 
village was mhsmi, and con.sequently sacred. I could not tell whether his state¬ 
ment was correct; but I assured him that 1 had erred entirely through ignorance, 
though in fact I had riglit on my sid(% jus the Bana had given me permission to. 
hunt in every part of his dotninions without any restriidion ; and as my good 
Bralimin did not appear satisfied with this explanation, I ordered him b) leave the 
cam]!. It is true that Mynar is sahsun, that is to sjiy, church ]U’oporty; the 
priests pretending that they possess it by virtue of a grant made to them by the 
legendary l.’jijah Maudlnita, who reigned at Dalia prior to Vikra Madytia, and 
whose em])ire extended to the Aravjilis. 'i'lie legend is Unit this king being at 
the neighbouring town of Doundia for the celeliiation of Aswjimedha, 0)‘ sjxcrifice 
of the horse, desired to recompense tlu; two ricliis or holy anchorites who had 
])erfornied the ceremony; but they i-efused all reward for their services. He tlien 
had recourse to stratJigem, and ciJiicealed in the Bira which he jiresented to them 
a deed of gift conv’eying to them the towji and estates of Mynar; and the richi,s, 
having accepted the Bira, lost all their miraculous power; whereupon they estab¬ 
lished themselves on their newly acquired hinds, and became cultivjitors of the 
soil. 

There is not a single state in the whole of lie,jpootana of which a considerable 
part of tlie land does not belong to tlic Brahmijus. By carrying on for centuries 
her .system of monopoly, the church lias succeeded in amassing immense riches, 
which she jealoiusly guards. Do not the laws of Menu recommend princes to 
beipieath, before their death, all their personal property to the priests ? And do 
they not further menace them with sixty yeans’ iuqmsonment in the body of a 
worm, if they dare to appropriate any portion of the church lands ? It would 
indeed be hard to exchange the purjile for six ignominious a life; but it is pleasant 
to quit the world with the assurance that, although you have despoiled your 
successors of their just inheritance, at least your own soul is safe. The kings 
therefore give liberally, and the church takes gowl care to guard her possessions. 
Thus in the kingdom of Meywar ])art of the state revenues goes to the Brahmins, 
and the king scarcely dares to approjiriate land conceded to the priests centuries 
ago, and since abandoned. The district of Mynar contains large tracts of arable 
land at present uncultivated, owing to the absence or disajqiearance of the original 
masters. Not content with thus allowing a large jiortion of their dominions to lie 
unproductive, the kings still make new concessions, which drain and impoverish 
the country; but this state of things cannot last, and everything tends to show 
that the English agents will succeed in surmounting the superstitious fears of the 
princes, and that the lands will again be cultivated. 

Like the monks of the Middle Ages, who took advantage of the general 
ignorance to forge royal charters, the Brahmins of our day employ the same means 
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to increase their possessions. With grejit solemnity they dig up a plate of copper, 
previously oxidised and buried by themselves, bn which, to the astonishment of 
all, it is recorded that the god Krishna, or some mythologiciil hero, had granted 
them, two or three thousand years before, the very lands whicli they covet. The 
real owners of the land are then treated iis usurpers, and expelled without pity; 
and if any ventxire to doubt the autlientieity of tlie charter, tl\ey take good care 
to amceal their thoughts, for fear of bringing upon tliemselves the vengeance of 
the all-powerful caste of priests. 

Tlie day passed without my hearing anything more of the Brahmins of Mynar; 
but in the eveiung the liana’s hulkara came and told me that they had refused 
to olxiy the jmrwana, and to furnish the necessary pi’ovisious. I'liey thought by 
these means to punish my indiscretion; iait I tried (o make tliein understand, 
through the hulkaras, that resistance Wiis useless, as there wei'c lifty of us wlio 
had had no dinner, and wlio wei’e by no me.ans dis])osed to go to bed fasting. As 
negotiations carried on at so great a distance produced no effect wliatevei’, I gave 
the order to mount, and proceeded towards the village, accompanied by Scliaumburg 
and rnj' sowars. 1 inqtiired for the house of tlie chief, and in a few minutes was 
ushered into the presence of a .stout Brahmin, full of sanctity and insolence. In 
vain I tried to argue with him calmly; he woidd not listen to reason, and only 
answered that I must remo^'e my cauip three miles fi'oni the village, after which 
he would perhaps think aliout sending us a few jirovisious. I’rovoked by such 
impertinence, 1 complained of his conduct in no very measured terms, and 
threatened to report it to the liana of Oudeypoor. 'This made him furious; and, 
blind with rage, he brandished over my head his .sceptix;, a bamboo mounted with 
iron. At this outrageous conduct 1 lost all self-cxuitrol, and dealt him a blow 
which sent him flying among his counsellor,s. 1 then turned to my sowars, and 
gave them pennissiou to |)rocuro the necessary provisions as best they could. The 
Brahmins remained mute with a.stonishme.nt. My sowars at once di.sjiersed, and in 
less than half an hour we returned to the camp escorting a file of cixilies laden with 
flour and corn and jugs of milk. In order that none might think that I considered 
these spoils as belonging to me by right, I ordered a minute list of all that had 
been taken to be made out, and sent to the chief Brahmin, who came himself in 
the evening to apologise for his conduct. 

March yth.— A. march of thiiieen miles, still in an easterly direction, across a 
flat, slightly undulating country, brought us to the town of Mugger vara. This 
jiortion of Meywar forms part of the high talileland which slojies gradually 
towards the branches of the Vindhya Mountains. 'J’he soil is rich, but the villages 
are few and scattered, and it is only at intervals thai the monotony of the low 
jungle is broken by a field or a small wood. 

Muggerwara, which means “ Ijand of Croc/idiles,” is a town of some im- 
iwrtance, situated on a rocky eminence, and surrovmded by jiicturcsque jhUs 
(marshy pools). 

Our camp was pitched between the f own and one of these swamps; and here 
I received the visits of the principal inhabitants, who were extremely oblfging. 
Among these visitors was a hhdt, or distinguished bard, who, when all were 
assembled round the fire in the evening, related to us several heroic incidents in 
the history of the Sesoudias, which occurred during the long wars carried on 
against the Mahometan invaders, and which portrayed in the most vivid colours 
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ll)c chivalrous clmvaclcv of this people. The following episoch? is worthy of 
record;— 

“When the great I’adisha Jehaiighir had taken po.ssession of the whole of 
Meywar, and had driven hack the Kana and his warriors into the wild gorges of 
the Aravali fountains, it happened that jmrt of the Mogul forces having been 
sent into another imivince of this vast empire, sex'eral strongholds of Meywar 
were left nndefendi'd ; and the L’ajpoots, taking advantage of the opportunity, left 
their mountains to try and reconquer ])art of their lost teiritories. All the tribes 
assembled round tlm juince to discuss the plan of the cam])aign, when, at the 
moment of starting, a disjiute arosis between the Suktawuts and the C!handawuts. 
Txdw'een these two trilies, the most powerful in Meywar, a s|)irit i»f rivalry had 
for some time existed; and now each coveted the honour of forming the vanguard 
in this expedition. Tlie claims urged by each party were eijual, and they had 
already come to blows, when the liana put an end to the di.spute by promising the 
jiost of honour to the tribe which should first enter Ontala. Oiitala was at that 
time a citadel which occupied a formidable position, commanding the road from 
Oudeypoor to Ghittore; and its ruins are still to be seen a lew miles from 
Muggerwara. 'J’he two tribes accepted the king’s decision, and both left their 
respective camjis a short time before daybreak. Accompanied by their bards, they 
marched towards Ontala, animated with the hope of linally revenging themselves 
on their cruel enemies, and of obtaining for themselves the much-coveted post of 
honour. The Suktawuts, who knew the country well, marched straight for the 
only gate which gave access to the interior of the citadel, and arrived there before 
daybreak ; but the alarm was soon given, the Mussulmans flocked to the ramparts, 
and fighting commenced. In the meantime the Ghaudawuts had mistaken their 
road, and lost some time in fruitless endeavours to find their way out of a swamp, 
until a sheidierd of Ontala offered to guide them; and, burning with impatience, 
they arrived under the walls. With more foresight than their rivals, they had 
ju-ovided themselves with scaling-ladders; and their chief was the first to scale 
the wall: but a ball struck him, and he fell back anjongst his companions. It was 
not his destiny to lead the herob (vanguard). Both parties now were on the point 
of being repulsed. On the side of the Suktawuts, the men fell under a shower of 
bullets around their chief, who, mounted on an elephant, tried to force the gate; 
but the iron spikes with which it was studded prevented the animal from using 
his strength ; and all hope for them seemed over, w'hen suddenly a shout was 
heard from the side of the Chandawuts. The Sukta chief could no longer control 
himself. Plinging himself from his elejdiant, and clinging to the spikes of the 
gate, he commanded the mahout, on pain of death, to force the enormous animal 
against his bociy. lie was obeyed, and his body was crushed against the gate, 
which yielded to the shock, and the men rushed through the opening. But, alas! 
the Sukta’s heroic sacrifice was of no avail. The Chandawuts had already entered 
the fortress, and their shouts were those of victory. On the death of the Chanda 
chief, the command devolved on his nearest relative, a proud and intrepid Rajpoot, 
lenoVvned for his temerity, and known to all as the Benda Thakour, or the mad 
baion of Deogurh. On seeing the chief fall, he fastened the body on his back, 
and, bounding up the ladder, shouted, ‘ The herob is for us.’ The cry was repeated 
by the whole tribe; everything gave way before their impetuosity, and they were 
soon inside the walls. As is usual in such cases, the garrison of Ontala was put 
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to the sword ; none were spared. Is there a more lieroic deed to be found in all 
our aimals of chivalry than that of tliis Sukta chief, who gave himself up to a 
horrible death to maintain the honour of his tribe ? ” 

The bard brought his recital to a close with an anecdote which ijiustrates the 
jdilegmatic nature of the Orientals. “ While the Itajpoots were attacking Ontala, 
two Mussulmans of rank were deeply engaged at a game of che.ss; tliey were 
warned of their danger, but disdained to move, fully persuaded that the base 
rabble would be repulsed. The citadel was taken, but the two jdayers still 
continued their game. Siuldeidy tlie keep Avas attacked, and they found them¬ 
selves surrounded by Rajpoots. One of the Mussulmans turned to the victors 
and coolly asked if they might be permitted to finish their game. 'J’fie request 
was granted, and they calmly went on playing. Under any other circumstances, 
such courage would have excited the admiration of the Itajpoots; but the cruel 
death of their chiefs had hardened their heai’ts ; and when the game was finished, 
tlie two playera were put to death.” 

March 8 ih .—At an early hour this morning, we started on a march of sixteen 
miles across the district of Morwun, which is looked upon as hostile territory by 
my men. We crossed the frontier and encamped near the village of CJlioorpara, 
which belongs to the Rana. 'The country of Morwun belongs to the Nawab of 
'Tonk, the successor of Ameer Khan. It Avas conceded to this family as a recom- 
])ense for the numerous services remlereil by them to the Mahrattas, during the 
long years Avhen Rajpootana was overrun by them. The English Government 
confirmed Ameer in the possession of all the lands in the kingdoms of Meywar, 
Dhoundhar, and Haraouti. Morwun is comjdetely surrounded by the liana’s 
territories, and Avas the first capital of the Mori kings, the founders of Chittore, 
and the predecessors of the Glielotes. 'This ancient town, according to tradition, 
was destroyed by fire from heaven, sent by the god Indra to imnish the impiety 
of its inhabitants. The few ruins which remain are of little interest, with the 
1‘xception of a beautiful temple dedicated to Sheshniig, the hydra with a thousand 
heads. 'These historical relics add to the regret felt by the Rajpoots in seeing this 
line country in the hands of Mahometans. 

Much to the satisfaction of my people, I had avoided pitching my camp in 
Morwun, where, in any case, the Rana’s purwanas would have been of no service 
to me. 'The village near which Ave are encamped goes by the strange name of 
Choorpara, that is, “ Refuge of thieves.” 'The inhabitants, however, appear to be 
the most honest f^ople in the world. 'They show the utmost readiness to carry 
out the orders of the firman, and bring us sheep, kids, foAvls, eggs, and milk, &c., 
most willingly. The houses, Avhich are numerous and well built, are almost all 
surrounded by fruit trees; and the country is covered Avith rich poppy-fields and 
rice-plantations; the whole landscape presenting a charming picture of peace and 
prosperity, and forming a pleasing contrast to the sterile moorlands through which 
we travelled in the morning. 'The blooming faces of the villagers beam with 
pleasure; they are charmingly sociable, and often come to chat Avith me. The 
surrounding cotmtry is flat; and, to the east, the level range of the Ikithar 
Mountains forms a long blue boundary-line, while before us, at a distance of 
twelve miles, stands like a sentinel the rock of Chittore, or “ Parasol of the 
world,” the palladium of Hindooisni. 

March gth .—At four o’clock in the morning we left Choorpara; and, crossing 
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a l<j\v range of hills covered with brushwood and high grass a few miles from the 
villiige, wo came upon a fertile jjlain watered by the Bairis, and stretching as far 
as Chitture. At seven o’clock we reached the dak bungalow on the,road from 
Neemuch to Ajmeer, where we halted for a short time, and then proceeded towards 
the fortress, where our tents, which had preceded us, were already jjitched. After 
Ibnling the river at a short distance from the ruins of a magnificent bridge, you 
enter Toulaiti, the lower town, which you have to cross from one end to the other, 
in order to reach the steps which lead to the summit of the plateau. Toulaiti is 
the second town of importance in the kingdom ; the bazaars are always a scene of 
life and animation, and are surrounded by magnificent stone houses. Since the 
Kanas of Oudeyjwor have abandoned Chittore, no strangers are allowed to enter 
the fortress without special permission ; the majority of travellers, therefore, are 
obliged to be content with viewing at a distance this mountain covered with 
nagnilicent monuments. But the royal firman opened every door to us, and we 
were permitted to take a closer survey of the marvels of the (Jueen of Meywar. 
After passing numerous gates, we reached the plateau, and found our camp 
])itched near a j)ond excavated in the rock, and a few steps from the ancient 
palace of the Clhelotes. 

The celebrated fortified town of Cfhittore, which is built on the top of an 
isolated mountain, about three miles from the I’athar Mountains, W!is the ancient 
capital of Meywar, and was for many centuries the last bulwark of Hindoo 
nationality against the invasion of the Mussulmans. The plateau on which it is 
built is from two to three miles long from south-west to north-east. It is not of 
ecjual height from one extremity to the other, as the mountain varies from 250 
to 400 feet above the level of the plain. 'J’he sides of the mountain are 
perpendicular, and a line of embattled ramparts, supported by largo rotmd towers, 
runs along the edge of the precipice. This naturally strong position, reinforced 
by its admirable works and defences and the valour of its garrison, should render 
Chittore a strong fortress ; which, moreover, cannot be reduced by famine, as it is 
supplied with water by numerous reservoirs, and contains immense storehouses 
and granaries; but, in spite of this, there are few towns in India which have been 
so often sacked. Its weak point is a small plateau on the south side of the 
mountain, which, although considerably lower than the ramparts, has always been 
chosen by the assailants as the point of attack. Tradition attributes the formation 
of this plateau, called Chittore, to the Sultan Ala-Oudin; it was, in fact, from 
this point that, in 1303, he made the assault which finally reduced Chittore; 
and, as the siege lasted twelve years, it can be easily imagined that his works 
added considerably to the height of this counterfort. In 1792, also, when 
Maharaja Scindia bombarded the town, he planted his batteries on the plateau 
of Chittore. 

The base of the mountain is covered with forest, inhabited by wild beasts; and 
the lower town of Toulaiti occupies only a small portion of it, half-way down the 
western side, whence all the marvels of Chittore may be seen. The great length 
of the rock in pro])ortion to its height makes it appear lower than it really is ; at 
first sight, indeed, it seems Imt an insignificant hill. 

From Toulaiti there is only one means of access to Chittore, which is defended 
by seven gates, placed at intervals up the ascent, but now in a state of dilapida¬ 
tion. These gates are all monuments, and are built in a handsome style of 
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architecture, containing guard-rooms and even large aijartments. Between tlie 
thii'd, called Fanta Durwaza, or “ Broken Gate,” and tlie fourth, or gate of 
Hunouman, stands a small cenotapli of white marble, which marks the memorable 



spot where the two heroes, Jeimul and Buttore, fell during the siege of the town 
7 Akbar; and near it lies the tomb of Eagoude, another martyr to the Eajpoot 
cause, who is now worshipped as a demi-god. The last gate, or liamirol, is a 
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ma'^uificont edifice. A V!i.st archway leads to the town, on either side of which 
are handsome guard-rooms, adorned with columns; and above is the Durrikana, or 
great liall of the Kajpoot princes. It was in this hall that the terrible genius of 
Chittoie, tlic Kangra Ihinee (the queen of battlements), is said to have appeared 
to tlie h’aiia Ursi, and in awful language jiredieted tlie degi’adatiou of his race. 
The walls were covered with legends of heroic deeds, wliich severally called forth 
a glowing description from my worthy old Eajpoot guide. In former days an 
immense city, the glory of hidia, e.xtended beyond this gate; now nothing remains 
of it but a few mud huts, lialf hidden among the ruins of jmlaces. 

In my description of the monuments of CJiittore I shall follow the plan 
generally ado])ted by tlie native guides; namely, to proceed along the western side 
of the plateau to its southern e.xtremity, returning towards the north along the 
ca.stern side. 'J’he first buihling you meet in this direction is a beautiful temple, 
dedicated to Toulsi lihawani, the tutelary g(Hlde.ss of the Scribes; near which are 
the ancient abodes of the seneschals and constables and the Top Klulna, or park 
of artillery, where a few old cannons, the only remains of the sack of Chittore, 
still lie half buried in the grass. Not far from here rises a massive structure, 
(•ailed the Nolakha Eindar, in which the treasures of the Itanas were accumulated 
in former days. At the e.xtremity of this fortress is a very ancient Jain temple, 
the Sengar Chaori; the walls of which are covered. with e.xquisite sculpture.s. 
Although the dome is plain and unornamciitcd outside, the interior is finished in 
one of the mast beautiful styles of Jaiii architecture. 

The great pidace of the Eana Khoumbhou, which lui is emmeously supposed 
to have built, though really he only added to it, oc,c.uj)ms an immense area. It is 
a plain building, but in excellent ta.ste, and gives a very good idea of the domestic 
architecture of the Eajpoots before the Mussuhnan invasion. The walls, which 
incline slightly inwards, are only ornamented with rose-work or artificial battle¬ 
ments; and turrets, balconies, and verandahs with balustrades give a stamp of 
originality to this style which is rarely to be met with in other Indian monu¬ 
ments. In front of the palace is a court, surround<(d by guard-rooms; from 
which a large arched gate leads into a j)aYed stiwt, which was formerly one of the 
]»rincipal thoroughfares of the city. 

At a short distance from the palace are two very remarkable temple.s. The 
larger of the two, dedicated to Vrij, the Elac.k CJod, was built by Eana Khoum¬ 
bhou about tlie year 1450; the other, in honour of Shaumath, was erected by 
his wife, the famous Mira Bai, who was celeltrated for her poetry. The inscrip¬ 
tions on these two temples state that tliey were built with the ruins of temples of 
great authiuity brought from the deserted town of Nagara, the remains of which 
may still be seen five miles to the north of Chittore. 'This circumstance imparts 
gi-eat interest to the bas-reliefs and sculptures with which they are ornamented. 
Behind these temples are two reservoirs, lined with enormous blocks of polished 
stone; about I20 feet long, 20 feet wide, and 16 feet deep: they were built on 
the occasion of the marriage of one of the Sesoudia princesses. 

Near one of these reservoirs, the Sourya Khound, or Source of the Sun, 
stands the Kheerut Khoumb, or the 'Tower of the Victory of Khoumbhou, the 
most celebrated monument of the ancient capital It was erected by the Eana of 
that name, to commemorate the great victory which he gained over the allied 
armies of the Sultans of Malwa and Goojerat. The Kheerut Khoumb of 
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Chittoie is a square tower, over lOO feet in lieiglit. Far from presenting a 
uniform appearance, this tower, which has nine storeys, is profusely ornamented 
with balconies, projecting cornices, and mouldings, which break the monotony of 



the straight lines and render it singularly beautiful. Statues and ornaments 
decorate it inside and out, and every god of the Hindoo Olympus is there 
represented. The ninth storey is a lantern-tower, surmounted by a modern 
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dome, the ancient one having been destroyed by lightning. It was in this airy 
apartment that the slabs of white marble recording the genealogy and principal 
acts of the lianas were placed. Owing to the vandalism of the Mussulman, 
however, only a few fragments now remain, which record the names of the 
founder of the Klieerut Khoumb and the date of its erection. One of the 
inscriptions runs thus;—“ May tlie glory of King Khoumbhou last as long as the 
sun’s rays illumine the eaitli! As long as the ice-fields of the north continue, 
and the ocean forms a collar round the neck of the eartli, so long shall the glory 
of Khoumbhou l)e perj)etuate(l! May the memory of his reign, and the splendour 
of the age in which he livial, be transmitted k) all eternity! Seven years elapsed 
since i 500, when the liana placed this aigrette on the brow of (Jhittore. Spark¬ 
ling like tlie first rays of the sun, the tower rose, like the bride of the earth. 
.... In tlie Suniout year i 550, in the month of Majh, on tlie summit of the 
unchanging Clmtterkote, tliis Tower of Victory was finished. To wliat shall we 
compare it ? Let Chittore regal’d with derision the paradise of Merou. And to 
what can the Chutterkole itself be compared, the summit of which is watered by 
perpetual fountains, and crowned witli a dazzling diadem; which possesses in¬ 
numerable temples to tlie Most High ; and abounds with sweet-scented trees, where 
the bees disport themselves, and among which tlie most gentle zephyrs play?” 

From the top of this tower you have a magnificent panorama of the whole 
country. It is an admirable position for studying the topography of the 
neighbourhood, and it was here that Tod conceived the idea, of making the 
rivers llairis and Uiinas navigable, a project which will certainly be carried 
out one of these days. 

According to the accounts of the time, the tower of Khoumbhou cost ninety 
lacs of rupees (nine hundre.d thousand jiounds)—an cnoniious sum, if you consider 
the relative value of money in those days. It is entirely built of a close-grained 
yellowish stone, containing a great deal of ipiartz, and so hard that the outline of 
the statuettes has not in the least lost its sharyiness. 

At the foot of the tower is a temyile dedicated to the invisible god, llrahm, 
erected by Khoumbhou in honmir of his father Mokul, whose bust stands alone in 
the sanctuary. Fiyiul fig-trees have invaded the dome, which they have almost 
destroyed. Not far from here is the Char Ikigh, or royal cemetery, which contains 
the mausoleums of all the Kanas from Ilai)iia (728), founder of the dynasty, to 
Oudey Sing, the last yn'ince of Chittore (1597). Some of these sepulchres are 
very remarkable. 

From this a steep path, winding among the rocks and brushwood, leads to a 
sacred fountain, the Gaee-Moukh, or “ Cow’s mouth,” which is shaded by venerable 
trees; and near it is an opening in the rock, which gives access to immense 
subterranean galleries, called by the yieoyile Eani-Bindar, or “ Chamber of the 
Queens.” It was in this cavei’ii tliat the women sacrificed themselves at the fimt 
sack of Chittore. Since then the entrance has l>een walled up, and no one is 
allowed to enter it. On the other side of this ravine are numerous palaces, among 
whicii the guide pointed out that of Bhimsi and I’udrnanee, which is a lai^e and 
betuitiful building, standing on the margin of a fine sheet of water; and fartlier on, 
at the southern extremity of the yilateau, is the yialace of the Puar king, Chitrung 
Mori, the founder of Chittore; which is, consc(yuently, the most ancient edifice in 
the fortress. 
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gave one an idea of what this great city must have been in the days of its glory. 
Even now you can trace the paved streets, and see the stone steps which formed 
the threshold of the houses, and thus picture to yourself tlie whole plan of the town. 
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Hie plateau is entirely covered with nibhish, broken statues, and columns, to a 
depth of many feet Nearly in the centre of the eastern front rises the Khowassim 
Strambii, a column of smaller dimensions than the Kheerut Khoumb, but solid 
throughout; and the architects of Khoumbhou evidently took their idea from this 
.fain monum'ent, which is dedicated to Adinath, the first Tirthankar, and bears an 
inscription with the date of 896. Near this is a very ancient temple, supposed to 
have been built by King Koukrcswar (75 S). . . . Lastly, we must not omit-to 
notice, among the numerous palaces at the nortli-wcstern extremity of the plateau, 
the Acropolis of the Mori kings and of the first (fhelotes, which is a perfect 
miniature citadel. In tliis description of the monuments of Ghittore, I have only 
enumerated those wliicli, from their historical associations, are the most interesting. 
To describe all the otliers would be extremely interesting as a history of Rajpoot 
architecture; luit it would here take too much time and s]mee, for there are 
no less tlian throe hundred ancient buildings at Ohitbn'e still in a good state of 
preservation. 

It is easy to understand liow painfully iinjiressed the Hindoos must have been 
by the misfortunes of this unhappy town; which, during their long struggles for 
independence, was the central point of interest througliout all India, and the last 
hope of the Rajpoots. 'Ihese recollections still I’cmain dee.ply engraved on the 
memory of the |)(!o[)l(‘,; and, to this day, the most solemn t>atli they can take is 
one which recalls the destruct ion of Ghittore. 

The Hindoos reckon that GhittoJ'e has been sacked three tinies and a half 
under the Rajpoots—once and a half under Rikumsi, and twice under Vikramajit 
and Oudey Sing. Wts will bi iefly relate the circumstances of these famous events 
in the last .struggle for independence in India. 

The Rana Laktunsi ascended the throne in 1275 ; and, Delhi having fallen, 
all that then remained of what was held most sacred by the Hindoos was encloseil 
within the walls of his (!a])ital, which had hitherto remained unmolested. The 
king’s uncle, Bhimsi, who was regent during his minority, had married Pudmanee, 
daughter of a noble Ghohan, a woman of iiKJomparable beauty, whose loveliness, 
talents, and (jourage continue to be the theme of ])0]iular praise in India, The 
Emperor Ala-Ondin (Ihitzy, having heard of the charms of this prince.ss, laid 
siege to Ghittiu’c., for the s(jle jiurpose of getting possession of her; but the 
Rajjwots bravely definided tbemselves, and the Sultan, wearied at length with a 
long and fruitless siege, gave u]) his enterpri.se, and only recpicsted that he might 
Ix! permitted fur once to see the face of the benutiful Pudmanee. His request 
was granted; and, trusting to the honour of the Rajpoots, Ala entered Ghittore, 
satisfied his desire, and left the city. Bhimsi, wishing to show as much generous 
confidence as tins Mussulman, acciompanied him beyond the gates. This was 
precisely what Ala had inPmded, and the olject for which he had risked his 
liberty. An ambuscade, which had been previously arranger!, entrapped the 
imprudent Rajjwot, and he was carried off prisoner to the Mussulman c^rap. 
Great was the despair of Ghittore on learning the next day that Ala would only 
consent to relciuse his prisoner in exchange for the prince.ss. Pudmanee did not 
hesitate a moment. She publicly announced her intention to give herself up to 
the Sultan; but she as.sembled her relations, and impartrxl to them the plan she 
had conceived for the delivery of her husband. Ala was then informed that the 
princess con.sented to give herself in exchange for Bhimsi, on condition that she 
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rniKht be allowed to bring with her, as far ns the enemy’s camj), her companions, 
serv'ants, and the members of her family from wliom she would have to take 
leave; stipulating at the same time that the laws of the zenana should in no 
way be infringed On the following day seven lumdred litters left the town, 
each home by four armed soldiers disguised ns bearers, and concealnig within its 
curtains a chosen warrior of Chittore. On arriving at the camp, half an hour 
was accorded to these so-called women for taking leave of Pudmanee; and 
Bhimsi, who was now free, rejoined his warriors, and, under cover of the tents, 
consulted with them as to tlie best mode of attack. At a given moment the 
men sprang out of the litters, when they were at once attacked by the Tailar 
soldiers; and Bhimsi, taking advantage of the confusion, mounted a horse and 
returned to Chittore, while his warriors covered his retreat. It was a desperate 
struggle, and few of the Ilajpoots succeeded in regaining the fortre.ss; but the losses 
of Ala-Oudin were so heavy that, in despair, he raised the siege. This was the 
occasion to whicli tlie Hindoo historians allude, when tliey say that Chittore was 
once A«//sacked; for, although it was not actually taken, the flower of tlie 
Bajpoot chivalry perished. 

In 1290, Ala-Oudin again laid siege to Chittore, this time for the puri>ose of 
destroying the last refuge of the idolaters. The place held out for more than ten 
years; but the Mussulmans finally succeeded in taking the little plateau, and the 
Kajpoots then saw that their ruin was inevitable. A legend of that time re¬ 
presents the liana Lakumsi, covered with wounds and broken down by the 
fatigues of this protracted siege, seeking some moans of saving one of his twelve 
sons to perpetuate his dynasty, when the tutelary spirit of Chittore, the 
bloodthirsty Kangra Bailee, suddenly apjieared, and addressed him with these 
words:—“ I must have royal victims ! Ixit twelve crowned princes shed their 
blood for me, and their descendants shall reign over Meywar.” 'The next day 
Lakumsi assembled his council and repeated to them the words of the goddess; 
but the old men conjured him to look upon this vision only as the effect of a dis¬ 
ordered imagination. Upon this Kangra Banee appeared to them and cried:— 
“ What do I care for the thousands of barbarians whom you have sacrificed to 
me ? I must have royal blood. Let every day a prince be crowned; let the 
loyal insignia, the hirua (parasol), the clmtia (umbrella), and the chamra (fan), 
liroclaim his accession; let him exercise sovereign authority for three days, and 
on the fourth day let him go forth to batllo and to death. Only on these 
conditions will I remain with you.” 'I'he liana’s sons joyfully agreed to the 
sacrifice, and disputed the honour of being the first victim. IJrsi was proclaimed 
the first, and, after a reign of four days, died for Chittore. After eleven of his 
sous had thus pia’ished, the Baua informed his waniors that it was his turn to 
die. He persuatled his twelfth son to leave the fortress with a small escort, and 
secretly to escape to the Aravali Mountains. The Bajpoots then prepared for 
death, and the honible sacrifice of Johur was decided upon. The suliterranean' 
apartments of the Bani-Bindar were filled with inflammable materials, and on 
these were heaped all the women, jewels, and diamonds—in fact, all that pould 
excite the Mussulmans’ cupidity. 'Ihe number of women amounte I to several 
thousands, led by their queen, the peerless I’udmanee, who was thus to escape all 
offence to her person. The gates of the fortre.ss were then thrown open, and its 
last defenders, with the Bana at their head, rushing upon Ala’s army, perisheil to 
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a man, though not without inflicting a fearful vengeance on their enemies. On 
entering Ohittore, tlie Sultan found nothing hut a silent and deserted town, over 
which still liung a cloud of fcetid smoke rising from the vaults, where all that he 
hiid coveted lay .smouldering, lii hi.s rage he destroyed the buildings within 
the fortress, sparing only the palace of I’udnianee, who had caused the ruin of 
Chittore. 

The town was sacked the second time under Vikramajit, about the year 
1537. capital of Meywar had forgotten its former disasters, and the 

glorious reign of Khoumldiou bad raised it to tlie height of its splendour, when 
the Sultan Bahadour Bajazet, king of Goojerat, invaded Meywar, iji order to 
avenge the defeat of his predecessor Mozulfer. Abandoned by his nobles, who 
had retreated to (.'bittore, tlu; liana, a man of a violent and imperious disposition, 
bravely encountertid tlie Sultan and was defeated. Bajazet immediately invested 
Chittore, and bombarded it with cannon, which the Ilajpoots had as yet refused 
to employ. According to the accounts of the time, the Mussulman artillery was 
commanded by a European, Labri Khan Feringhi, who was proliubly a deserter 
from the fleet of Vasco de tJama. lie landermined the whole fortress; and one 
of the mines did much damage, blowing up a great part of the ramparts and also 
the bastion defended by the Mara contingent, which was completely destroyed. 
The Haj})oot noldes made a stubliorn resistance, and, in the absence of the liana, 
proclaimed a prince of the blood, who, invested with all the insignia of .sovereignty, 
gave himself uji to death to ar ert the wraih of tlie tutelary goddess. Among the 
numerous acts of heroism recorded of tliose times, the bards [larticularly notice 
the conduct of the (pieen-mother, Jowahir Mai, a Bliatore, who, armed from head 
to foot, headed a sortie, and was killed after a terrible slaughter of the enemy. 
At length furtlier resistance was found to lie impo.ssiblc; the enemy had almost 
entire possession of the ranqiarts. The sacrifice of Johur was decided upon; but, 
as there was not time to prcjiarc the funeral })ile, the cpieen, Kurnaveti, therefore, 
with some thousand women, stationed herself upon a rock which was undermined, 
and the train was fired; and the men, satisfied that their honour was preserved, 
rushed to battle and to death. Bajazet immediately abandoned the place, 
horrified at the sight of the burning town filled with the dead and dying. About 
twenty years later, Chittore rose from its ruins, when it was once more besieged 
by the great Akbar. He was repulsed the first time, thanks to the heroic cour¬ 
age of Oudey Sing; but he soon returned. This time Oudey basely took to 
flight, leaving the defence of his capital to his brave vassals, who, in spite of 
prodigious feats of heroism, were unable to save the ill-fated town, fighting as they 
were, alone against the whole force of the Mogul emjnre. The flower of the 
Meywar chivalry was destroyed; and even the widow of Saloumbra, one of the 
Omras, went out to battle, accompanied by her son, n boy of sixteen, and her 
daughter-in-law, all three of whom perished outside the ramparts of the sacred 
town. Two heads of tribes—Jeimal and I'uttore—assumed the command in 
defence of the town. They did all that lay in the power of man for tlie safety 
of Chittore, and their bravery was so highly estimated even by their enemies that 
their names are held in veneration to this day, by the Mussulmans as well as by 
the Ilajpoots. At length, mortally wounded by the hand of Akbar, Jeimal gave 
the signal for the Johur; and nine queens, five princesses, and more than a 
thousand women ascended the funeral pile, while their last defenders sought 
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death on the battlefield. The great Akbar, showing himself devoid of all pity on 
this occasion, ordered every living thing to bo put to deatli. He even surpassed 
Ala-Oudin and Bajazet in vandalism, in destroying and mutilating the monuments 
of Chittore. 

The goddess Kangra Eanee had promised never to forsake tliis rock, so long as 
a descendant of Bappa devoted himself to her. Faithful to this compact, tlie 
children of Lakumsi, the king himself, and many other princes had suffered a 
premature death; but in this last struggle no royal victim had come forward to 
appease the bloodthirsty goddess: the charm was broken, and the tie which united 
her to the Sesoudias was for ever severed. She left the town which had been 
abandoned by its king; and with her vanished the spell which had hitherto sur¬ 
rounded Chittore, and which had caused it to be considered as tlie last palladium 
of the Rajpoot race. Thus city, until then called the Invincible, was left defence¬ 
less; in the words of the bard, “this royal abode, which for a thousand years had 
towered above all the other towns of Hindostan, has become the haunt of wild 
beasts, and its temples desecrated and in ruins.” Formerly it was generally 
designated the Holy Town; but now, although still considered a sacred place, it is 
given up to evil spirits, and the Ranas are solemnly forbidden to enter it. Not 
one of them has set foot on the rock since Peiiab; and those who have attempted 
to enter the town have felt themselves repelled by an invisible hand. 

March ijth .—We left Chittoie this morning at daybreak, and directed our 
course northward towards Ajmere, the great city of the Aravalis. At nine o’clock 
we reached the town of Gungahar, which is the property of our good friend, the Kao 
of Baidlah, which circumstance induced us to make a short stay here. A sacred wood 
of small extent, composed of enormous trees of venerable age, lies within musket- 
shot of the village; and it afforded us a ehanningly sliady retreat, where our 
camp was soon pitched in an open glade, eaipeted with smooth green turf, and 
watered by a murmuring brook. I wandered through the wood, admiring the 
beauty of the trees which sujTounded me, and enjoying the delicious freshness, so 
rare in this country, while thousands of birds of brilliant plumage flew within my 
reach, squirrels played around me, and the monkeys examined me with curiosity. 
These peaceable inhabitants of the wood were not alarmed by my guji, as I took 
care not to break in upon the sacred calmness of the place. 

On returning to my tent, I found a messenger from the Kao, who had hastened 
to pay his respects to me, bringing with him baskets laden with <lelioious fruits, 
butter, milk, and eggs, and who had already seen that my men and l>casts were 
properly attended to. I accompanied him to the village, which is built on a liill, 
and is very healthy. On the outskirts of the wood, and near the rivulet, rise the 
ancient mausoleums of the. ancestors of Bukt Sing. On a neighbouring height, 
difficult of access, the Rajpoot pointed out to me the baronial castle of the Rao, the 
dilapidated towers and dungeons of which, though no longer formidable, suffice, 
however, to shelter a small detachment of soldiers, who keep the Bheels and Jdts 
at a respectful distance. The two hills are watered by a large tank. Regiments 
of flamingoes gravely perfonn their exercises in the shallow waters; and to ^ee 
them drawn up in straight line, perfectly .stiff and motionless, with their red wings 
and white breasts, you might easily mistake tliem for soldiers at drill. A portion 
of tliem place themselves in this position to catch the fish, which the rest of their 
comrades drive towards them, by beating the water with their feet. I returned 
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in tlie evening with the tassildar to shoot on the lake, and we bagged a great 
number of wild ducks, among wliich were several pretty crested varieties which I 
had not seen before. 

March i%th.—A short march of twelve miles brought us this morning to 
Ameergurh ; where we found a bungalow, which, although somewhat dilapidated, 
is preferable to our tents, the weather being uncertain. Ameergui’h, a town of 
some importance, is the capital of one of the Omras, or great vassals of Meywar. 
This Thakour, who is of the blood royal of the Sesoudias, bears the title of Baba ; 
and his fortress, standing on an isolated rock, is inaccessible, except by a narrow 
path, which winds up through rocks and jungle. The chief having invited me to 
visit his celebrated abode, I started to go there on horseback; but I had little 
enjoyment of my ride, as my horse was continually slipping on the pavement, and 
threatened every moment to throw me over the precipice. I did not find much to 
interest me in tlie castle itself; Imt the view from the top of the ramparts amply 
rewarded me for the trouble of the ascent. On the east a narrow valley separated 
us from the noble ebain of Mandoogurh, whose blue peaks stood out against the 
horizon ; near us, in the centre of the valley, ro.se the cenotaph of Itana Ursi ; and 
on the other side the town lay reflected in the lake, whUe in the distance stretched 
the jagged and picturestiue peaks of a branch of the Aravali Mountains. 

At this season of the year the lake of Ameergurh dries up to half its usual 
size, and its creeks are transformed into marshes, where wild-fowl and even 
crocodiles may be found among the tall dead stalks of the lotus. In the rainy 
season it sometimes overflows its banks and inundates the country as far as the 
mountam; but the town is protected from the floods by a stone quay, planted with 
trees. The suiTounding country appears fertile, although but little cultivated; and 
much i»f it is still covered with a low jungle. 

March igth .—At some distance from Ameergurh, we reached the Bunas, one 
of the iiKJst considerable rivers of Meywar. Its banks were covered with thick 
jungle, and its bed, which is four hundred yards in breadth, was almost dry; but 
the rains transfoiin it into a torrent, when communication between the two banks 
is interrupted. A few miles farther on we made a short circuit in order to visit 
Bhilwara. This town is admirably situated in a rich valley, on tire side of an 
isolated chain of mountains running parallel with the Aravalis. Its bazaars, full 
of life and animation, and surrounded by fine buildings, present a charming appear¬ 
ance; and here several native manufactures are prosperously carried on. We 
, crossed the town from one end to the other, and visited the Great Pagoda, a 
graceful edifice, the entrance to which is guarded by two stone elephants, with 
their mtdiouts. Not far from this is a channing little palace, where the Kana 
resides when visiting this district At the distance of half a mile from the town 
we folded the Koutisouri Nuddee, and encamped on the opposite bank near the 
large village of Sanganir. The inhabitants showed themselves well disposed in our 
favour; but the weather was menacing, and towards evening I gave orders for the 
camp to be struck; and we started for Bunera, a distance of ten miles, where 
there is an excellent bungalow. 

March 20th .—Our forced march of yesterday has induced me to give our 
beasts a day’s rest, as the roads are so bad in these parts that tliere is a great 
risk of losing one’s camels, however much care is taken not to over-drive them; 
besides which, Bunera is quite worth seeing. It is a pretty town, situated on the 
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banks of a picturesque lake, on tlie slope of the liill, which is crowned by the 
palace of the liajabs of Bunera. The style of architecture is at once simple and 
grand, it being built entirely of white marble, like the palace of Oudeypoor. 

The Bajah sent Ids kamdar (minister, or man of business) to give, me notice of 
his intended visit, and shortly afterwards he lumself arrived at my camp, accom- 
fjanied by an escort of nobles. At a few steps from my tent, wliich was jiitched 
near the bungalow, ho dismounted from his horse, and advanced towards me. 
AVe saluted, after the ancient custom, and 1 did tlie honours of my canvas dwcll- 
itig. After a long chat, I in my turn accomp.anied him to his castle, where 
1 passed most of the evening. The next day we went for a wild-boar hunt, and 
tlie evening was brought to a close with Nautch dances and other amusements. 
Here I again met witli the etiquette of the Court of Oudeypoor, and also that 
gi-acc of manner which characterises the Kajpoot nobles. I must con'ess that it 
is very rare to meet with incivility of any sort among the Eajpoots, provided you 
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are yourself polite; but it is very easy to prejudice them against you, if you are 
not acquainted with their manners and langiiage. It would be impossible for me 
to find fault with the hospitality of the Kajpoots; although it is quite true that I 
possessed very influential recommendations, and, where many others might have 
found difficulties in travelling, I was sure of being surrounded with every 
comfort. Tlie ready reception which I met with throughout'Meywar was no 
doubt due to my introductions. 


March 22 nd .—After a march of eleven miles across a parched and arid coun- 
fiy, we reached the bungalow of Dabla. We were obliged to pitch our camp 
round the house itself, there being no more trees bore than in the Desert of 
ahara The sorrj'-looking huts which form the village are grouped round a half- 
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ruined and picturesque fort. The Tlrakour who resides here came and paid us a 
visit. He was a wild-looking liahtore, apparently in poor circumstances. Dabla, 
however, a frontier town of northern Meywar, played a part in the liistory of 
these last centuries. When hemmed in by five thousand Mahrattas, the grand¬ 
father of the present cliief made such a gallant defence that the assailants were 
oldiged to retreat. Proud of his success, the fiery Kahtore thought to become 
independent, and refused to pay tribute to his suzerain, the Rajah of Bunera; but 
the Rana interfered, and the jioor Thakour was obliged to surrender his cannon 
and nearly the whole of his revenues. His successor is now nothing more than a 
small village child. 

I had to listen to the complaints of the chief, who regretted the good old 
times wlien lie was able to wage war at his pleasure, and when the cannons of 
his fort commanded tlie whole commercial route from AJmere. I consoled him, 
to the best of my ability, by telling him that the Europeans woiUd one day 
make up for tlie los.ses he had sustained by fertilising and enriching his 
countrv. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE PROVINCE OF AJMERE. 

Buiiiit.—Nusseriiliiul.—Mi)rniti}> in the Aravalis.—Ajmern.—Tlic 15 iiz;ini's. --'J’lie. Lake.—The 
Shrine of Kliqja Syud.—The Aral-ilin-ku-Jhoiira.—Tlie Fortress of Teragurh. 

Alien 23UD. —Tlic province of Ajnierc, wliich we entered tliis 
morning, is almost tlie only portion of liajpootanii proper that 
the English possess. It has belongeil to them simply since 
the year 1818. Having been in the possession of the Mogul 
emperors since the fifteenth century, it fell into the power of 
the Mahratta kings of (Iwalior.* This important province is 
bounded by the kingdoms of Meywar, Marwar, Jeypore, and Kislargurh, its length 
being eiglity miles from tbe Araviilis to the Bunas, and its width forty miles from 
Ajmero to the Kahri Nadi. The first town we reached was Dcorah, situated on 
the outskirts of immense fertile plains. Many herds of antelopes were visible on 
all sides, and we managed to kill several before we reached the bungalow of 
Bunai. This little town occupies the centre of a valley formed by hills com¬ 
paratively small, but wliich, being formed of immense blocks of granite, and being 
isolated in their position, have a grand appearance. A narrow gorge leads into 
the valley, and the road is commanded by the ancient castle of the Rajah of 
Bunai, which is built on the summit of a crag. The llajah of Bunai is a 
descendant of the ancient Purihara dynasty of Mundore. Around the shores 
of a picturesque lake are ranged the cenotaphs of the princes of this family. 
The town consists entirely of huts built of mud and wood, and surrounded by a 
high wall of clay mixed with straw; it has anything but the bright and 
pleasant appearance of the towns of Meywar, wnth their brick walls and tiled 
roofs. The perpendicular sides of the mountain rise beyond the walls, and 
enormous rocks seem to threaten the houses beneath them with utter destruction. 
A Rir, or Mussulman saint, in the olden time, had taken up Ins abode on the 
summit of this precipice, and his shrine is to this day a great place of resort 
for pilgrims. 

On the morning of the 24th of March we reached Nusserabad, one of the 
most important military stations that the English have established in Rajpootana. 
The cantonments had a miserable appearance, having been desolated by the rebels 
lu 185 7, when they got possession of them and tore up the trees and destroyed 
the gardens, transforming the place into a wilderness. They have repaired these 

* Ajmere and the district were ceded to the nritieh l)y Dowlut Kao Scindia, in 1818, in exchange for 
other territory in Malwa.—Eo. 
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ravages as much as possible; but it will take a long time to restore the gardens, 
trees, and the former neatness. The soil, parched by a burning sun and deprived 
of the shade which is so necessary in that climate, has become hard and sterile. 
But, if the station of Nusserabad looks wretched, it is by no means wretched in 
reality: having a large garrison, and being near Ajmere, it contains a European 
society of some importance, which does its best to enjoy itself. 

It a]>pears that they very seldom see strangers tliere, so that the arrival of 
our caravan, crossing the whole camp and installing itself without a word, created 
quite a sensation. During the day several of the curious came and examined us 
at closer quarters and walked round our bungalow. Our appearance and costume, 
and the armed men who surrounded us, caused tlie most absurd conjectures con¬ 
cerning us: by some wo were put down as linssian spies. At last, however, the 

magistrate of the camp, Ca])Uiin Sli-, accompanied by one of his friends, 

devoted hirnselt to di.scovcring who wo were, and paid us a visit. After a few 
explanations we had a good laugh over the mistake, and the captain left us, after 
having invited us to dinner the next day. 

Indeed, we were obliged to remain some days to avail ourselves of the 
invitations which poured in upon us; and so 1 had one more proof that there iire 
lew countries where travellers are treated with more disintere,sted courtesy and 
kindness than in the English cantonments of India. Wo also made a short 
hunting-excursion with some olliceis into the Aravalis, from which we returned 
laden with booty. The plains which surrounded the camp were, as I have l)efore 
mentioned, rich in game of all sorts, and the ravines of the great chain of mountains 
contain several kinds of wild beasts. Hunting and shooting arc naturally the 
chief occupations of the ofticers, who have very little else to do ; and oVeiy year 
they organise regular expeditions, in which they exterminate large quantities of 
tigers, ])anthers, bears, &c. These expeditions form a theme of conversation for 
the whole year, and ai-e not wanting in dramatic episodes to interest the hearer. 
In fact, rarely does one of these hunting-excursions take place without some 
siuious accident, for a wounded tiger at bay is an animal as dangerous and bold 
as he is cowardly and timid when he can escape by flight. 1 think I have 
already mentioned that this animal rarely charges the hunters, unless he is 
wounded. We thus ])assed the live days of our stay at Nusserabad very 
agreeably. 

On the 30th of March we started for Ajmcre, distant from us about fifteen 
miles. Scarcely had we left Nusserabad when the road led us into the mountains, 
and we were soon in the midst of the Aravalis. The sim rose as we passed the 
first defiles, and added to the beauty of the country. Sharp peaks rose on all 
sides of us, torn into strange forms, between which the precipices, still plunged in 
obscurity, formed many an abyss; and the luminous rays of the sun, intercepted 
by the points of the rocks, formed rosy halos round the lofty summits. Enormous 
cacti, the only vegetation in these ravines, grew here and there in fantastic groups; 
and on the plateaux, a few large shrubs, flaming with their bunches of scarlet 
flowers, rose above the low jungle. Partridges, hidden amongst the herbage, were 
saluting the rising sun with their sharp cries; and once or twice a peacock flew 
off at our approach, and passed before us like a sheaf of glittering emeralds, lire 
freshness of the morning, the songs of the birds, and the splendid view made 
us forget all our past fatigues; every one was gay, and my men chatted and 
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lauglial, for we were approacliii)g the end of our journey, and they would soon 
be able to return to their homes. On rounding a point we cauglit a glimpse of 
Ajmere and its celebrated fortress of Tcragliur. It was a splendid view; tlie 
white houses of tlie town appeared framed in a thick belt of verdure) like an oasis 
in the midst of a desert of piled-uj) rocks and mountains. 

A valley still separated us from it, and it took us two good houis to pass it, 
.with a broiling sun on our backs, which made it look less picturesque than it 
was a short time before. On approaching the town, one might have fancied 
oneself on the outskirts of Grasse or Nice. The country was covered with 
flowers, and there were fields of roses which produce the famous attar. 

At nine o’clock wc passed beneath one of the ancient gateways of Ajmere, 
and our caravan defiled through some narrow and picturesque bazaars, the as])ect 
of which reminded me of Cairo. But our principal desire w’as to get a lodging. 
There was no Eana here to lend us a palace, nor was there even a bungalow, 
for travellers were so rare that the town did not possess one. As w'e were 
supplied with letters of introduction to the governor of the province, Majfir 
IJavidson, we could, if all other means failed, have claimed his hospitality; 
but it is rather disagreeable to go unexpected to a man’s house with about fifty 
men. I remembered, however, that Major Nixon had advised me, if I found 
myself in trouble, to go to a Jain banker, Seth Pertab Mull by name, using his 
name as an introduction. I asked the first person I met to show me where the 
Seth lived, and after passing through several wide and handsome streets, delight¬ 
fully clean, we reached the ivbode of the banker. His servants received us very 
civilly, and I was soon shown into the presence of the Seth, a man of about 
forty years of ago, with a most pleasing and intelligent countenance. I had 
scarcely explained the object of my visit, when, without giving me time to make 
my excuses for thus troubling him, he gave immediate orders that one of his 
houses should be put at our disposal; and then with much kindness he begged 
us not to thank him, assuring us that he was much obliged for the honour we 
did him, and advised us to rest after our long journey. Half an liour after we 
were installed in a charming little Indian liouse, away from the bazaars, in the 
suburbs of the town. The servants sent by the Seth had arranged everything 
for our reception, having hung up curtains ai)d laid down carpets and divans. A 
large orchard surrounded our dwelling, planted with orange, pomegranate, citron, 
and.all the odoriferous trees of these favoured regions, while a stream of running 
w'ater wound along beneath their branches, and caused a delicious freshness. 
All this, as Pertab Mull informed us, was our property for any length of time 
that it might please us to remain and enjoy it. 

Let people accuse the Hindoos of not understanding hospitality! It may 
be very true of the proud Baboo from the l»anks of the Ganges, or of the super¬ 
stitious Dekkani, who would lot you die rather than receive you into their home, 
but assuredly not of tlie inhabitants of noble Ilajesthan, wliether they be rajpoots, 
merchants, or peasants. • 

My first act at Ajmere was to dismiss the escort which the Itana liad given 
mo, and to let him know of the manner in which I had been received along my 
route; and I then informed Major Davidson of my arrival. He immediately 
sent one of his carriages, and gave me every facility for prosecuting my researches 
m the town and its environs. It is almost needless for me to say that I found him 
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as agreeable and kind as all the English Eesklents with whom I had had any 
intercoursf*. During our stay at Ajmcre, he neglected nothing which would 
enable us to carry away a pleasant and lasting remembrance of him. Ajmere 
is a town of great antiquity. It was founded in the first century of our era by 
the Chohan Aja I’al, whom legends affirm to have been a shepherd. He built 
the famous fortress wliich commands the town; after which he gradually gained 
possession of the surrounding country, till he became a powerful sovereigp. 
From tliat fact is derived the name of the town, which is called by some “Aja. 
Mer,” “ the Mountain of the Slicjilierd; ” by othera “Aji Mer,” “ the Invincible 
Mountain.” We find that in the year 685 one of his descendants, Doula Eae 
by name, was killed in the first Mussulman invasion, and his citadel taken. 
His brother, howevei-, Manika Ilae, drove out the invaders. In tiic year I191, 
the Sultan Shah al Oudin again took iiossession of Ajnierc; and in 1559 .Akber 
rejoined the province to the em])ire. 

Ajmere is built in a lovely valley. One side of the town lies on the edge 
of a nmgiiificent lake, the Ana Sagur, which is several miles in circumference, 
and the other rests against the side of a high mountain, on which stands the 
fortress of Teraghur. 'I’he beauty of its situation, and the excellence of its 
climate, soon made it the favourite resort of the Mogul emperors, and the valley 
became filled with their palaces and gardens. One of the most beautiful is the 
Daolat Bagh, or “Garden of Splendour,” which was built in the sixteenth 
century by the Emperor Jehanghir, and now serves as the abode of the English 
governor. Elegant marble pavilions stand on the very edge of the lake, and 
command the incomparable view of the town and the mountains reflected as in 
a crystal mirror. The garden itself is of great extent, and full of venerable 
trees, beneath whose shade the haughty Jehanghir received the ambassador of an 
English sovereign. 

The lake, like all those in this part of India, is formed by damming up the 
course of a river; and this immense embankment wms made by King Ana Deva, 
in the eleventh century. Ajmcre can boast of two other lakes, of smaller 
dimensions, one of which, called Bisila Tal, W’as made in the ninth century by 
King Visala Deva, and is situated to the east of the town. It contains a little 
island covered with ruims, and washes the foot of a lofty pile of rocks, on the 
summit of which stands the celebrated liermitage, Khojah Koutub. 

The town is surrounded by ramparts, built by the Emperor Jehanghir, which 
are carried along the crest of the neighbouring hills on one side, and join the 
citadel of Teraghur. Eight large ajid beautiful gates give access to the interior. 

A strong castle, which includes a huge palace and barracks for the garrison, 
defends the town on the side towards the plain; but the inconvenient an’ange- 
ment of these buildings shows that they were destined to be used only in case 
of necessity, and even then the perils of a siege would render the elegant pavilions 
of the Ana Sagttr uninhabitable. In truth, this castle has nothing worthy of 
remark except a magnificent gateway, a pointed arch surmounted by turrets and 
kiosks, which opens on one of the principal roads. 

Ajmere ranks next after Jeypore for possessing the most beautiful bazaars of 
any town in Ilajpootana, which advantage it owes to the English. They are 
fine highways, open, wide, and edged with pavement; the ground floors of the 
houses being shops, regular in form, and having their fronts carefully kept and 
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ornamented witli balconies and verandahs. Tlio houses of the rich are built of 
white marble, and some of them are of peerless beauty. Amongst otliers, the 
palace of tlio Seths, belonging to some bankers, is a marvellous building, which, 
although quite modern, may be ranged with the most beautiful ppoductions of 
Kajpoot art. Balconies supported by columns and carved cornices adorn the 
front, every detail of which is executed with admirable care and taste. But this 
is not the only palace. Ajmere is the Frankfort of Kajesthan, and its numerous 
Kothsohilds have rivalled each other in enriching it with superb monuments. 
All the houses are, as a rule, well built; and there are few towns in the world 
which have such a cociuettish appearance as Ajmere, with its mimberless terraces 
and its walls of marble or brilliant stucco. Beside these , great l»oulevard.s, 
the work of the English, is a picturesque confusion of narrow and tortuous 
bazaars, where a noisy crowd continually comes and goe.s. There is the real 
Ajmere for an artist. No town in the East, not even Cairo itself, can offer such 
a picturesque and original sight. All the races of India elbow each other in 
these streets, which are narrow, and which form the principal market-place of a 
large tract of country; and the most various manufactures are spread out beneath 
the sombre stone arches of the stalls. You cannot think how amusing it is to 
walk through these bazaars. During my stay, I employed my mornings in 
wandering about, alone and on foot, through the midst of this good-natured 
crowd, and every day showed me something new and curious. I used to stop 
in front of the stalls, and chat with the men, who were alwaj^s polite and civil. 
The jeweller, perched on his bench, on to which he has to climb by means of a 
ladder, is invariably a man of high caste, with naked body bound with the sacred 
cord, and occupies himself in chiselling the most beautiful jewels, which would 
delight the hearts of the Parisian ladies; his nose supporting a enormous pair 
of spectacles, which are indispensable to the dignity of a master goldsmith. 
Around him his workmen, probably his sons, mould or forge the precious metals. 
If I happened to speak a word to him, the good fellow, ju’oud of my visit, would 
take oil his spectacles, salute me, and spread before me his riches, taken from an 
iron box, explaining the smalhsst details of their manufacture with great com¬ 
placency, and allowing me to choose some small trinket without annoying me by 
over-pressing offers. 

Next him is the bracelet-maker, sitting before a fire, at which he melts his 
lacker, red or green, as the e.ase may be, which ho spreads over a conical mould. 
Dividing this with a sharp knife into narrow circles, it cools suddenly, and thus 
protluces about twenty light ring.s. The bracelet-makers’ wives assist them in the 
manufacture, and try the rings on the purchasers. There are no girls or married 
women of any nmk or caste who do not wear several of these rings; .sometimes 
the whole forearm is covered with them; and, being as fragile as they are cheap, 
there is a good trade in them. A little farther on I came to the musical-instru¬ 
ment makers, who manufacture great guitans, viols, and tom-toms. Then there 
are the coppersmiths, seated amidst piles of copper vessels of all shapes and sizes, 
from the lota to the amphora one yard in diameter. 

Sometimes a whole street is inhabited solely by shoemakers, dyers, or potters, 
who, without appearing to mind tins competition, exhibit their goods side by side. 
The bazaars of the cloth trade and manufactured stuffs of all kinds are the most 
aristocratic. These shops are clean and well lighted, and the merchants, seated on 
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cushions of dazzling whiteness, gravely await customers, while their clerks scribble 
figures from morning to night on interminable rolls of paper. In the midst of 
the gay crowd which fills these streets, there are a great many 2’edlars, whose 
cries reminded me of those of the I'arisian chcap-jacks. They offer you balls of 
milk and sugar, besides vegetables, knives, and betel leaves, and do all they can to 
impede your progress and to increase the hubbub. 

The women are not timid, and do not hide themselves, as in other towns, 
from the Eurojieans. They are pretty, and seem to enjoy great liberty. The 
Mussulman women are easily recognisetl by their tight trousers, which are not 
particularly decent, and seem to be a most curious fa.shion amongst so jealous a 
j)er>ple. Tlie Hindoos wear the kangva, a pretty short })etticoat, and the sarri or 
scarf, which form a most ])icturcs(iue costume. 

Ajmere, having been for a long time in the hands of the Mussulmans, contains 
a few rcilics of its former masters, who, according to tradition, had made it a 
most marvellous town. The only remains which allow one to .judge of the splen¬ 
dour of tliat c])och arc those of the Ara'i-din-ka-Jhopra, w'hich stands at the foot 
of Teraghur, and of which 1 will s])eak further on. As to monuments we 
found none, even in the town, except tlui shrine of Khoja Syud. It is, however, 
one of the jdactis whicli arc most celebrated and venerated in the Mussulman 
religion; in fact, it may be regarded as the Mecca of India. The shrine, or 
mau.soleum, contains the remains of the great saint Khoja Moiimoudin Shisti, 
Kadir Wala, commonly culled Khoja Syud, ihe first missionary of the Koran to 
the infidel inhabitants of Ajmere. He wa.s born in the year 527 of the Hegira in 
Sijisthan, and came to Ajmere with the conqueror Koutid). 'He married the 
daiighter of Houssain Mashaeli, and remained in Ajmere till the day of his death, 
which took jJace, according to tradition, at the veneral)le age of one hundred and 
ei,ght years. His life was entirely sj)ent in |H!rfonning acts of inety and miracles, 
which form the basis of thousands of legends, all of which are more or less 
fahulous. After his death, the monarchs of India suiTounded his tomb with 
every marvel of art, and the Emperor Jehanghir, in 1610, built this sjdendid 
mamsoleum to his memory. 

Tlie entrance to the shrine is situated at the extremity of a long bazaar, which 
runs the whole length of the town.. Several monumental gateways, marble domes, 
ami mosques can be seen above the exterior line of walls, and stand out against 
the huge grey mountain which rises like a ])yramid Ijehind them. I went to visit 
the shrine with a letter of recommendation from the governor; who, however, told 
me that I must not expect to be treated politely, for as a rule Europeans are 
not allowed to enter it. I was stopped at the first gate by a group of sombre 
and fanatical-looking men, who told me, in no measured terms, that I could go 
no farther without first taking off my boots. Having made up my mind to see 
everything, 1 immediately obeyed their commands; and, with only my socks on 
my feet, I followed one of the moolahs, who offered himself as my guide. We 
entered a great court paved with white material, so perfectly polished that the 
sun shone on it as on smooth water. On all sides stood mosques and tombs of 
dazzling whiteness ; and in the centre, surrounded by a beautiful group of trees, 
was the mausoleum, as white as its surroundings. 

The few trees planted amongst these marble walls cast a soft and cool shade, 
and changed the court, from a lugubrious mass of tombs, into a fresh and 
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beautiful jiaiadise. The most profound silence reigned, rendered more striking by 
the low chanted prayem of a few aged rnoollahs, who were prostrated on the 
ground. I sat down beneath a tree, and my guide allowed me to enjoy my 
reverie. I have seen few places more charming than this shrine. .It was with 
great difficulty I obtained leave to lake a photograph of it. When I asked the 
guide to bring my ap2)aratus into the sacred court, he was much shocked, and at 
first refused point blank; at last, however, he allowed me to take up a position 
oil the edge of the deep ravine, w'hich separates the shrine from the base of the 
mountain. I believe he was scolded by the high priest for even this concession; 
but photograidiers are pitiless, and I kept my negative. I was not allowed to 
approach the saint’s tomb; but I could see from a distance a massive silver 
shrine, jrlaced under a canopy of cloth of gold, whore were de])osited the precious 
relics which so many thousands of pilgrims come every year to adore. There is 
a grand festival held in the shrine, called Ursi-Kadir Walla, at which multitudes 
of the faithful are sometimes present. Every one comes to ask some favour of 
Klioja Syud, and returns the following year either to renew his demand or to 
leave his votive olfering in gratitude. 

From the shrine of Khoja Syud I went to the moscpie of Arai-din-ka-Jho]»ra; 
the ruins of which stand picturesquely in the midst of a small wood, in one of the 
ravines, which descend irom the summit of Toraghur at a short distance from the 
town walls. Tliis celebrated mosque is one of the most remarkable monuments 
in India, as much from its magnificence as from its archicological imjrortance. It 
is, at the same time, one of the finest buildings erected by the Mussulmans, and 
one of the most beautiful specimens of Jain architecture of the earliest period. 
This extraordinary juxtaj)osition of two kinds of architecture so very dissimilar is 
easily explained. When the Mahometans first invaded India, they only thought 
of pillaging and destroying, without for a moment considering how they were to 
reidacc the magnificence they were overturning. But when they had become 
masters of the country, and wished to establish themselves firndy in it, their fiist 
emperors hastened to build temples to the true God, and, having no architects, 
were obliged to entrust the work to the Hindoos. 'J’he palaces of the ancient 
kings, and the wonderful tenqdes of their predecessors, furnished them with an 
inexhaustible supply of materials. They only had, therefore, to destroy the idols, 
make a few characteristic alterations, and to give the final stamp to the mosque 
by adding a front of pointed arches. One may say that such wius the origin of 
this grand style of architecture, which some call the Indo-Saracen, and to which 
India owes some of its most marvellous productions. 

The first emperor who proceeded thus appears to have been Koutub Oudin 
Eibeck, to whom are attributed the mosques of Ajmere and of the old town of 
Delhi. His successors imitated him at Ahmedabad, Mandoo, (fanouje, &c. 

The “Arai-din-ka-Jhopra,” or “Work of two days and a half,” stands on a 
high terrace, formerly approached by a wide flight of stone steps, which have now 
disappeared, and are replaced by one of carved lintels and the shafts of columns. 
The aspect of these ruins is very picturesque; bushy trees surrounding the base 
of the terrace, and preventing anything being seen from outside, except the 
sculptured roof of the mosque. An elegant gate in the Jain style, adapted to 
Islamism, that is to say, presenting certain Arab characters and symbols in the 
widst of flowera and ordinary subjects, gives access to a large square court, from 
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which most of the pavement has disappeared. The mosque occupies the side of 
the court opposite to this gate; but the front is almost hidden by a screen, of 
trees and a low modern wall which spoils the effect; and long cloisters occupy 
the other three sides, surmounted by massive pavilions of a heavy style of archi¬ 
tecture. These buildings, which contain vast apartments, used to be joined, on 
the south side, to the palace of the Ghorian emperors, of which numerous ruins 
still exist. One cannot see the whole of the mosque through the trees, till he 
has entered the little enclosure. In the centre of the fagade is the principal 
gateway, formed of a pointed arch of great height; and on each side is a row of 
smaller arches, somewhat different in style, and not nearly so high. There are 
altogether seven arches, each one of which is consecrated to one of the days of the 
week. Tliis frontage is built of a hard and close-grained sandstone. The whole 
of the exterior is covered with a network of sculptures, so finely and delicately 
wrought that they can only be compared to fine lace. The frames of the doom 
are formed of bands of Arabian letters, carved in relief on an arabesque ground, 
which has a beautiful edect. 

Tlie whole of the exterior part is the work of Ja'in architects and sculptors; 
who, howev(!r, took their idetis from the Mus.srdmans; and one can see that they 
were Ixithercid by many of the details. .For examifio, Ijcing ignorant of the 
radiant arch, tlioy have rtqilaced it with an arch of horizontal courses, converging 
to the apex. You may admire this style of architecture, but, if you pass the 
Friday gate and enter the great hall, yoti must acknowledge that this Jain work 
of the fourteentli century is far superior. If you admire the front for its 
grandeur and the fineness of its ornaments, the inferior will iistonish you by its 
magnificence. It is impossible to conceive anything more beautiful than this 
long hall, the roof of which is composed of a brilliant mass of sculjitures, and 
rests on four rows of the most graceful pillars. 'I'he cetitral nave, is roofed with 
Jain domes, formed of concentric courses, the bases of whicli are hidden beliind 
sculptured cornices, projecting towards the centre, and overlapping each other. 
From the centre of the vault projects a heavy stone pendentive, carved in open 
work like a Chine.se rattle. 'J'he side aisles only liave ceilings, divided into 
compartments and beautifully carved. Each one of these domes and ceilings is 
composed of dilferent designs; and I am persuaded that, if any one would take 
the trouble to reproduce this marvellous dome in all its details, he could form 
such an album of Indian ornamentation as has never existed. The pillars also 
are of the most superior Jain style; and their .slender fonns, and the manner in 
which they ari; arranged, give the hall a much grander appearance than the 
temples of this sect generally possess. The most remarkable thing about them 
is, that, although they are all .symmetrical, they differ very much in their details. 
They all, however, have the base of the leaves of the Cawacumpa palm, with the 
strings of pearls and the chain supporting a bell, which are the distinctive symbols 
of this style of architecture. There is no inscription in the temple which might 
determine the date of its construction, although in tlie outer wall built by Koutub 
there is a slab of black tnarble, on which a few lines of Sanscrit, now illegible, 
are engraved. Tod supposes that it was built by King Swamprithi, two centuries 
before Christ, and bases his suppo.sition on the resemblance of tins temple to a 
sanctuary at Komulmair, which is attributed to that prince. I think it more 
likely that it was built about the fourth century of our era, which was the epoch 
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when the Jain architecture, being deiiuitely separated from that of the Buddhists, 
began to form a separate style in itself; for otlierwise, if we keep the date of 
Swamprithi, we must consider the Arai'-din-ka-Jhopra as a Buddhist building. 



At any rate, the temple of Ajmere, transformed by Koutub into a moscpie, is a 
double masterpiece, considerably more iutere.sting tlian its rival in old Delhi; and 
It is a pity to see it falling into ruins. In a few years nothing will remain of it. 
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and a inonuinent will have perished which w’as able to inspire the invaders with 
respect and admiration. The only part in tolerable repair is the hall of Friday, 
where an ohl moolah, mounted on a stone platform, chants passages from the 
Koran every day. This is all that is left of the magnificent moscjne of Koutub. 

From tlmre I wished to visit the ancient palaces of the Chohan kings, the 
towers and walls of whicdi, built by. Aja I’al, rose a thousand feet above my head; 
and accordingly 1 undertook the ascent of the 'J’eraghui’. 'Ihe hill is very steep, 
and the ascent ditficvdt; but as I rose my horizon extended itself, and the beauty 
of the panorama increased. From the summit of the ramj)arts one has a bird’s- 
eye view of the whole of this l)eautiful valley, a veritable oasis hidden in the 
mitlst of a belt of naked rocks and vast plains of sand. Towards the west a long 
yellowish vein marks the desert of Thoul, the Marousthan, or Kingdom of Death. 
'J'he view is sublime and striking from the contrast, and it is well worth the 
trordde of the ascent. As for monuments, one has to Imj contented with a small 
mu.sjid, wliitewashed all over, ami with the great buildings of the English sana- 
toi]ium; for there is no tracic of tlie glorious i)alai;es of the Cholians. The air is 
very pure at this height, and the temperature is moderate all the year round. 
The English liave, therefore, established here a hospital station, to which the men 
of the garrisons of Nusseiubad and Ajmere go to recruit their health from the 
.scorching lieat of the plains. The sides of tlie 'J'eragliur are rich in all sorts of 
minerals, and I heard that several lead and tin mines discovered lately had 
idready shown good results. 'I he suburbs of the towui are hdl of charming sites 
and interesting w'alks. What especially give a peculiar stamp to the villages in 
this valley are tlie monumental haoih, which may be seen near most of them, 
'riiese haol'iH differ from those I saw at Tintoui, among the JUieels, of which I 
have already given a descrijition. Here, instead of being simple springs, they 
consist of large jionds fed by subterranean springs, and the surface of the water 
is always several yards below the level of the [ilain; the sides of lliese vast 
exca\’ations are fonned of elegant buildings, on stages one abo\e the other, rising 
thus above the surface of the ground. In fact, these IkioIu produce the elfeet of 
a house, which one enters through the roof, and of which one sees the court down 
below in the centre. These magnificent structures are generally built by the rich 
and charitable merchants, and serve as dhwnnsalas, or free asylums for travellers. 
In conseipience you may see them, at all hours of the day, full of pilgrims who 
such''y their way to I’oslikur; the galleries being occupied by a curious and 
arc of the'^id. the banks of the pond covered with naked men and women 
which they are a'lbhitions. Water and shade, these are tlie two greatest boons 
temples of this sect gfejndia, who never forgets to pray for the beneficent donor, 
is, that, although they are aAjmwe detained us for ten days, during which Major 
They all, however, have the bl.««ns living there contributed not a little to our 
strings of pearls and the chain siP visit, however, came to an end, and we had to 
of this style of architecture. Tilths to Jeyiiore, which was no easy affair, for we 
determine the date of its construct: 'JS with camels and soldiers; but the English 
there is a slab of black marble, omaged at last to get together the necessary 
are engraved. Tod sujiposcs that it two very inferior dromedaries to carry our- 
before Christ, and bases his supposias the road was considered quite safe, 
sanctuary at Komulmair, which is 
likely that it was built about the fon 



CHArTER XVIIf. 

POSHKUR AND KISH ENG URH. 

The Sacred I^ike of Poslikiir.—rrmligiility of Bajpoot Priiices.—Temple of Brnlima.—Pilgrims 
and iihilunins.—The Nnga Pahar.—The Desert—Kishengurh.—A Misumlerstandiiig.—'I’he 
Mirage.—Salt Hills. 

N the 11 til of April we inarched towards Poshkiir, a sacred oasis 
situated on the edge of the desert, nine miles to tlie west of 
Ajmere. We made the circuit of the lake, iiassing through the 
pleasant-looking suburbs formed by the villas which cover the 
banks of the Ana Sagur; on the other side of which rises a wall 
of rock, 500 feet high, which is ciusscd by a ghat, impracticable 
for carriages. Blocks of black marble and enoriuous roots of lig-trees obstructeil 
the road, along which our camels advanced with difficulty; and trees of great age, 
and gigantic cacti which have grown up in the midst of tliis chaos, gave an 
appearance of wild grandeur to tlie placa 'J'lio crest of the mountain consists of 
a perpendicular wall, sixty feet in breadth, through which runs the road, originally 
a natural fissure in the rock, enlarged for this ])urpo.se. Before entering this 
narrow passage, we took a farewell look at Ajmere, who.se houses and gardens 
covered the opposite banks of the lake, rising one above the other like an 
amphitheatre on the slopes of the beautiful Teraghur. It is impossible to imagine 
a more striking contrast than tliat which existed between this panorama and the 
country which met our view 011 the other side of the defile. Hills of sand rise on 
all sides up to the very summit of the Aravalis, mid seem as though endeavouring 
to cross this barrier, which alone prevents them from overrunning the valley of 
Ajmere; the desert stretches to the horizon; and here and there jagged peaks, 
blackened as if by fire, break the monotony of its undulating surface. The sun 
disappeared as we entered the plain, and we did not reach Poshkur until nightfall; 
when we were conducted to the governor’s bungalow, whicJi Major Davidson had 
very kindly placed at our disposal, and where we were veiy comfortably lodged. 

One of the most sacred lakes in India is that of I’oshkur, which is only 
rivalled by the lake of Mansourwar, in Thibet. It is situated in a narrow valley 
surrounded by immense mounds of shifting sand-; and a few isolated peaks stand 
out on its borders with great effect. Its form is nearly a perfect oval, and at its 
southern extremity it empties itself by a naiTOW canal into an immense marsh. 
The origin of this lake is attributed to the god Bramah. The story goes that the 
god, wishing to celebrate the sacrifice of Yug, stopped for that purpose in the 
valley, having first placed genii at the entrance of all the passes to keep off the 
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evil spirits. Just as he was going to perform the ceremony, he perceived that his 
wife Saravasti had not accompanied liim; and, as the presence of a woman was 
necessary, lie employed one of the Apsaras. Saravasti was so grieved at tlxis 
infidelity that she hid herself in the mountains to weep, and was transformed into 
a fountain. Several centuries after, one of the Purihara kings of Muudore lost his 
way while hunting, and, feeling thirsty, came to drink at the fountain of Saravasti. 
He felt himself instantaneously healed of a disease previously incurable, and re¬ 
cognised the miraculous property of the spring. Shortly afterwards he returned, 
and had a basin dug out to receive the waters, which now fonn tire lake of 
l*oslikur. 

Tliis lake soon became a favourite resort of pilgrims, and during the Middle 
Ages the princely families of India vied with one another in covering its banks 
with teinjdes and cenotajih.s. (Gradually quite a town of religious buildings sprang 
up, peo])led by Brahmins. The wealtliy pilgrims from all parts of India brought 
untold riches to I’oshkur, and the princes spared no expense to enrich the holy 
inhabitants of the sacred town. 'IVxl gives us an anecdote which the Brahmins 
never fail to relate to visitors, sliowing to what a pitch the folly of the Hindoo 
])rinces was carried in their ostentatious charity. The kings of Jeypore and 
doudpore, always rivals in war, love, or folly, were in the habit of making an 
annual pilgrimage to Poshkiir. On their arrival, they each ordered some scales to 
be filled with precious things, such as jewels, gold, and wjstly materials, which 
were piled up until the amount equalled their own weight; and the whole 
was then distributed among tlie Brahmins. The King of JeyjKire had the 
advantage of possessing a well-filled treasury and a rich country, while his 
rival, on the otlier hand, being chief of a race of warriors, and of vast domains, 
received but a scanty revenue from lands barely reclaimed from the desert'; but at 
Poshkur riches carried the day against valour. One day, when the two princes 
were in the scales, the Eajah of Jeypore made a cutting remark on the poverty 
of the offerings of his relation and rival; and by the advice of his minister, a 
very intelligent man, the liahtore Ilajali defied the other ever to make as great 
a concession to the Brahmins as he would. The challenge was accepted: upon 
which the liahtore exclaimed, “ All the lands in my kingdom, occupied at this 
moment by Brahmins, shall be sahtun* from henceforth and for ever!” His 
rival of Jeypore was about to outdo him, when his minister, throwing himself 
before him, prevented him from uttering the words which would irreparably have 
ruined his kingdom. The monuments erected by the princes and rich nobles 
lor so many centuries now form a triple circle round the lake, in which every 
style of architecture may be found. This picturesque collection of porticos, 
rounded domes, and pagodas, grouped so closely together that not the smallest 
space remains unoccupied, is quite unique of its kind. There was such an in¬ 
satiable demand for this sacred ground that the architects appear to have taken 
advantage of some extraordinarily dry season to advance into the very bed of the 
lake. The successive risings of the water, which has regained and even overflowed 
the original banks, have immersed a considerable number of these monuments, of 
which nothing can now be seen but the domes, or sometimes only the gilded 
gables; and the Brahmins have recently besought the English, who are the present 
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possessors of the land, to construct a canal to carry off the surplus waters, so that 
the lake may always remain of the same level. 

Among the most curious temples are those erected by the kings, Maun Sing of 
Jey])ore, Jowahir Mull of Bhurtpore, and Bijy Sing of Marwar, and the famous 
AheUijk Bai, Holkar’s queen; but, in fact, there is not one amongst the innumer¬ 
able temples of Poshkur which does not merit consideration, or recall some great 
name in the history of Eajwara. 



TEMPLES OK THE SUOBE OF THE LAKE OF FOSIIKUI', 


Poshkur also has the honour of possessing the temple dedicated to Brahma. 
It is situated on the summit of a mound overlooking the lake, and built on a 
terrace flanked by embattled towers, and is approached by a handsome flight pf 
steps leading from the foot of the hill to the princii)al entrance. The sanctuary 
IS very richly built of marble, in the usual pyramidical form, and stands in the 
centre of a small court, surrounded by the building occupied by the priests. In 
ront of the temple are two marble elephants and a few well-executed statues. 
Ihe chief interest connected with this building is the fact of its being the only 
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temple dedicated to the god who was the founder of the religion. It was built 
by Gokul I’aulc, Sciiidia’s minister. 

One of the pundits employed in the worship of the idol was most solicitous to 
explain to me the reason why Brahma, the God of Gods, and the Supreme Being, 
should be ■ so universally banished from his altars; and, as it is little known, I 
will give his statement nearly word for word, 

“ 'J’he eternal and infinite Mahadera, the Saturn of India, was the first of the 
Gods, although he only occujiies the third place in the Trinity. The God'of 
Brescrvation had reposed for iiilinite ages beneath the waves, asleep on thu bosom 
of Vishnu, the Genius of Destruction, when a lotus-flower sprang from his navel, 
and, growing rapidly, soon reaehed tlie surfaeti of the ocean, which yet surrounded 
the universe. The calyx tlien opiuied, and I’ralima appeared, seated in me centre. 
Tile God gazed around, conteinplating the inunensity of 3pii.ce, and, .seeing no oth jr 
creature, eoneluded that he must ho tlie first of all th'ngs, the God of Gods. 
Troubled, however, by this mysterious solitude, he decided to leave the lotus-flower: 
and, .sliding down the stem, he found 'V^ishnu. Astonished, it seems, at this nibv t- 
iiig, he uneereiuoniously woke him, anil asked him who he was. Vishnu at once 
replied that he w.as the first of th>} G(,ds; hut Brahma consiilered that lie alone 
was entitled to this distiiictioii; wherc'ijKui a dis]»ute arose hetweei: them, which at 
length came to blows. Tin uiiiveise w.as in imminent lianger of annihilation, 
when Mahadera, rousetl by the altereaLioii, iutei’iiosed between the two Gods. He 
.showed them the folly of their di.'^nntc, since lii^ liimself was the first of the Gods; 
but he promised that the one wlm sin uld first discover <be origin of tlie Deity 
sliould be eternally recognised as tlie soiereign of the universe. Brahma and 
Vishnu then .set off in different direcxions, and, after a Ic. g .tnd fruitless search, 
again ajipeured before Mahadera. Vishi'u humbly avowei' his want of sucusss; 
but Brahma Isiasted of having discovered tlie origin of tlie riiliiiit''. gave imaginary 
details, and brought as a witness to tlie truth of liis assertion tlie first-cre.ated 
cow, who supported her master’s false stateincuts. Engaged by this falsehood, 
Mahadera drew his .sword and cut off one of Brahma’s five heads, declaring that 
he should never have eitlier temple or worship. A nialedictie.. was pronounced 
on the cow, who was condemned to lose the power of speech, and to feed on 
grass. He then told Vishnu tliat, as tlie reward of his wisdom, he should lie 
universally adored, and recognised as the first of the Gods, for he had acknowledged 
that Infinity had no limits. However, as even Mahadera could not cliauge the 
decrees of Fate, master of the Gods and of mankind, Brahma still retained the 
first rank; but the only temple dedicated to him was at Poslikur, although he 
still continued to lie universally worshipped through the medium of his per¬ 
sonifications.” 

This legend, rude though it be, may serve to explain the strife which existed 
for so long a period between the three religions, and wliich only terminated with 
the absorption and corruption of the religion of the Vedas by the ancient worship 
of Siva and the more recent worship of Visluiu. 

One of the largest temples at Pashkur, is that of llama, which is modem, 
having been finished only a few years since. It is a curious mixture of every 
style of architecture, being surmounted by towers, placed close together like the 
stliamba of the Jains, and by the minaret, which is the plan adopted in the Deccan. 
The outside walls are in the Sikh style; the architecture of the lateral buildings 
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is in the Eajpoot style. In spite of this want of harmony, the general appearance 
is graceful and extremely picturesque. On the eastern shores of the lake are two 
other temples, also modem, which may serve as tyjies of the present style of Rajesthan 
architecture. The broad flights of steps leading down to the water, apd the light 
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and graceful kiosks finished so elaborately, all combine to give them a much 
pleasanter appearance than the sombre monuments of preceding centuries. 

great personages, who were desirous of laying their bones on the shores 
0 the lake of Brahma, have thereon erected some superb cenotaphs; of which 
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the most remaTkahle are those of Jey Appa and of Siiiitaji, which invite com¬ 
parison witli the most beautiful monuments of the Maha Sati at Oudeypoor. 

The bungalow in which, with the permission of Major Davidson, we had 
taken up o,ur abode, was in the centre of the line of temples which cover the 
northern banks of the lake; and it is impossible to imagine a better situation 
from which to contemplate this marvellous coup d'ceil. I'rom our windows we 
could see the lake, the Aravalis, and the desert, whose yellow hillocks showed 
above the temples; nay, our view embraced even the marble ghftts, thronged from 
morning to night with a motley crowd of noisy pilgrims. I was never tired of 
watching this brilliant and ever-varying scene. 

Even before the sun appears above the far distant peaks on the horizon, 
inhabitants and pilgrims all hasten to wash in the healing waters. A thousand 
bathers appear and di.sappear among the limpid waves, defying the alligators, who, 
frightened by the noise, keep at a distance. A bevy of young girls, covered 
merely with gauze veils, disport themselves in the lake, in front of the ternidi'S 
of Krishna, the God of Love, making the shores resound with their fresh ringing 
laughter; and when from time to time they pau.se in their sport, and rise out of 
the waves, with their Imir streaming over their bare shoulders, one might easily 
take them for the beautiful Apsaras, vdio were able to chaiin the divine Brahma. 
The sun rises like a ball of fire from behind the glowing rocks, giving a marvellous 
brilliancy to the white domes and spires. The pilgrims then throng the ghUts, 
and the multitude silently enters the water: it is the hour of prayer. Every 
face is turned towards the rising orb, and the sacred rites commence. The person 
initiated takes some water in the hollow of the hand, at the same time pronounc¬ 
ing some orisons in a low voice; after which he throws the water towards the 
sun, and towards the four points of the compass in succession. When the rite is 
over, the noise recommences, and the scene becomes every moment more 
animated. 

The newly arrived pilgrim repairs forthwith to the gh&ts for the ceremony of 
initiation, when fierce contention for possession of the client arises among the 
Brahmins; each one of whom seizes the unfortunate traveller by some part of his 
clothing, oflering him a thousand advantages, and promising to perform the 
ceremony better and cheaper than his rival. Finally, the price is agreed upon, 
and the whole party proceeds to blithe in the lake, when almost the same cere¬ 
monies that tak(! place in the morning are repeated. If by chance it is some rich 
individual who comes to wash away his sins in the sacred waters, he is at once 
surrounded by the Brahmins, who load him with flattery, and are as humble and 
cringing to him as they are haughty and insolent to the poorer pilgrims. But 
times have greatly altered. Even the kings of Rajesthan have become cold and 
scejitical, and think more of filling their treasuries than of despoiling themselves 
for the benefit of the Brahmins. The number of these latter is greatly increased, 
and hence there is more competition. As an old priest said to me, “ This kind of 
tiling does not answer in these days. One barely succeeds in gaining a liveli¬ 
hood ; and the valley is in the hands of infidels.” They regret the good old 
times, when the retinues of the rajahs filled the streets of the holy city, and gold 
flowed in abundance on the quays; but I fear that those days will never return 
for them. For all this, however, the money annually expended in Poshkur by 
the pilgrims from all parts of India must still amount to a considerable sum. 
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Nqt far from Toshkiir is the Naga Pahar, or the Hock of the Serj)ent, whore 
the ruins of the castle of Aja Pal may still be seen. Aja was but a liumble 
goatherd in the valley, and according to tradition received his kingdom from an 
anchorite dwelling on the shores of the lake, who wi.shed thus to reward him for 
having brought him some milk one day when he wtis ill. Aja wished to establish 
himself on the Serj>ent’s liock; but the Evil Spirit destroyed in the night what he 
built during the day, and he was tlius forced to seek refuge in the neighbouring 
chain of mountains, where he founded Ajmere. 

'J'hese mountains are intersected by numerous and picturescpie ravines abound¬ 
ing in springs, which have made them from time imniemorid the favourite resort 
of ascetics. Tlie celebrated Bhirtrari, brother of King Vikramaditya, lived here in 
retirement for many years, and pilgrims to this day go to kiss the marble slab on 
which he used to sleep. The gardens and villas of the merchants of Ajmere now 
occupy tlie sites of the ancient liermitages. 

We left Poshkur on the 16th, before daybreak. A short distance from the 
town there ia#a narrow valley, formed by two higli mountain ranges running 
parallel to each other; in which the wind has driven the sand with so much 
violence that it is heaped up on either side to the very summit of the mountains. 
This unstable ground seemed to suit our camels, wlio advanced swiftly with their 
sliort elastic steps. The de.sert of Sahara does not present a more desolate appear¬ 
ance than did the scene before us. A few stunted bushes, and here and there a 
blackened rock, appeared above the waves of shifting sand, which was ploughed 
into long furrows by the wind; and tliis dismal landscape was enlivened by a 
herd of gazelles drinking at a clear jmjoI of water, which, taking to flight at our 
api)roa(!h, disappeared among the sandy ravines. The first rays of the rising sun 
suddenly lit up the rugged mountain-tops, and for a few minutes the scene was 
grand; but the light soon overspread the whole landscape, which once more 
liecame tamo and desolate On leaving the mountains we came upon a vast and 
arid plain, extending to a long line of blue mountauis, Vieyond which lies Kishen- 
gurh. I shall never forget the interminable march across this desert. The sun 
pouring down on the bare ground nuulered the atmosphere stifling, while a hot 
wind raised from time to time a cloud of fine dust which parched our throats and 
brought the tears into our eyes. The heat was the more insupjmrtable from the 
fact of the morning having been so cold, a.nd from iny having consequently 
dressed myself very warmly, thinking that we liad but a short journey before us. 
I had been informed, before leaving I’oshkur, that Kishengurh was distant about 
fourteen or fifteen miles; but we found, after travelling for several hours, tliat the 
mountams we had to reach seemed Jis far off' as ever. 

Near a miserable village we met a troop of pilgiims travelling from the 
Gauges to Poshkur, who saluted us with the traditional “ Sri Gunga Ji; ” and 
these good jteoplc told us that the distance from this village to Kishengurh was 
fourteen miles, which makes the whole distance from Poshkur twenty-six mile-g 
In Europe this distance woidd he considered nothing; hut in this country, where 
the heat is so intense and one has to travel on hired camels, it is enough to try 
the strongest constitution. During the rest of our journey we saw nothing to 
interest us, except a few villages as unprepossessing as the surrounding country, 
with almost exhausted cisterns, and large pits where garnets and carbuncles are 
dug up. Our camels, which were heavily laden, went at a foot’s pace for the 
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last few miles of our journey; and it was nearly mid-day before we saw the 
embattled walls of Kishengurh on a neighbouring height, after crossing a chain of 
mountains which was tlie most disagreeable part of our journey. The town is 
suiTounded by a deserted wa.ste, uninhabited save by a few pariah dogs and 
buflaloes. rresently we saw a man on horseback come out of the nearest gate 
and galloji towards us; who, on getting up to us, told us that the rajah, having 
been informed by the authorities at Ajmere of our approach, had sent him to 
meet us, and U) conduct us to the apartments which had been prepared for us. 
We immediately followed him, though unable to account for his sudden appear¬ 
ance, or understand how he had recognised us as the expected travellers. He 
made us alter our cfmrse; and, skirting the walls of the town, he conducted us 
into a naiTow ravine, where lay an enchanting garden surrounded by the bare 
rocks. Here we found a ])retty little kiosk, half hidden among groves of pome¬ 
granate and orange trecis, and with fountains playing on all sides, in which we 
were comfortably installed ; and a good cold bath, in addition to our breakfast, 
soon made us forget the fatigu(!s of our journey. About three o’clock we received 
a deputation from the r.ajah, consisting of his mooushce, or secretory, and some of 
his courtiers, who came to see that we had all we wanted, and to intimate that 
the rajah wo\dd l»e ha}i]iy to receive us the next day at the palace. 

Tlie pvincijmlity of Kishengurh is one of the smallest independent states in 
liiijpootana; and it is enclosed by the kingdoms of Marwar, Meywar, and .leyjwre, 
and the province of Ajmere. ’J’he soil is of the poorest description, the sand of 
the great desert having gradually encroached until it now covers the whole sur¬ 
face to the d(!])th of several feet. During the rainy season the country assumes a 
more pleasing ajtpcarancc, owing to the rapid growth of the vegetation, which, 
however, disappears in a few montlis. The principal resources of the country are 
the mines and the salt-works, which yield to the rajah a revenue of about six 
lacs of nipecis. 

This province was, for a long time, part of the kingdom of Marwar. It was 
not until the year 1613 that King Oudey Sing gave it as an appanage to his son 
Kishen Sing, who establi.shed himself in the town which now bears his name. 
When the English began to interfere with the affairs of Eajesthan, this little state 
was one of the first to acknowledge their authority, and has since remained under 
the protectorate of the year 1820. 

Tlie town of Kishengurh, although quite modern, has a dilapidated and desolate 
appearance, owing to its jirinces having abandoned it for so long a period, and 
e.stablished themselves at the (lourt of the (Ireat Mogul, where they ruined them¬ 
selves with feasts and every kind of dissipation. It entirely covers the high hill 
on which it is built, and overlooks a picture.sque lake of the name of Gondola. It 
once had the reputation of being one of the strongest forts in liajesthan, and tlie 
double line of ramparts, with the citadel placed on the very summit of the hill, 
still makes it appear formidable; but these fortifications are in such a state of 
dilapidation that they offer scarcely any obstacle to artillery. The town contains 
more ruined palaces than habitable homses; but, as most of these buildings are 
still standing, one might at first sight take it for a }iopulous and flourishing city; 
instead of which, a few pretty bazaars, clustering round the castle, are ample for 
the accommodation of the entire population, wliich barely numbers 15,000 
souls. 
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The day after our arrival the rajah sent horses and an escort to conduct us to 
the palace. All the approaches to the town and the streets themselves are so 
steep and uneven that it would be imjKWsible to use carriages. Climbing the 
sloi)e leading to the first line of fortifications, we reached tlie gate, from which 
tlie first houses of the town, with the Ciistle-liill, may be .seen a Inindred feet 
below. This first wall only forms a screen on the crest of the hill parallel with 
tlie town, from which it is completely detached; it merely guards the way from 
the lake to the mountain. Alighting at the entrance of the citadel, we passed 
several casemated works built with great solidity. The last of these surrounds 
a small plateau, in the centre of which stands a massive and gloomy feudal castle, 
which is now the residence of the rajah. The latter not being quite ready to 
receive-us, w'e were invited to inspect the different parts of the citadel. In some 
jilaces the ramparts are nearly one hundred and fifty feet high, and overlook the 
whole of the surrounding country. On one side lay tlie town, with its jiicturesquc 
palaces, temples, and gardens; and on the other, the lake, with its innumerable 
islands decked with kiosks and other graceful buildings. Our guides proudly 
called our attention to some old cannons, which lined the bastions, and were 
fastened to their carriages by means of massive cables, no doubt to prevent their 
falling over the parapet when fired off. At length a choubdar came to fetch us. 
We entered the castle, and, passing through several courts crowded with ragged 
servants, were ushered into the presence of the liiijah Adhir.aj Purtw’ee Sing of 
Kishengurh. He w.as a handsome man, in the prime-of life ; a true type of the 
Eajpoot race, with Ms large fierce eyes, well-cut high nose, and long black whiskers 
turned up liehind his ears. He was seated on a large embroidered cushion w'hich 
takes the place of a throne in the principalities of Eajwara. Without rising he 
motioned to us to take our places at his side, and asked us the object of our 
journey to Kishengurh. His manner towards us was proud and haughty, and he 
confessed that he was astonished at our taking the trouble to visit, or even to take 
views of, such a poor country as liajpootana; and after a short interview ho 
dismissed us with a formal bow. 

We had scarcely reached our charming residence when the moonshce arrived, 
and asked me, in the name of the rajah, to tiike a likeness of the prince and of his 
two sons. I was just going to reply that it would give me great pleasure to 
accede to the rajah’s n;quest, w’heu the moonshee begged mo kindly to let him 
know what the price of the portraits would be. These last words gave me the 
clue to the rajah’s coldness. No doubt he took me ior an itineraiit photographer, 
and must have been much astonished at a person of that description having been 
sent to him from Ajmero with letters of introduction. I endeavoured to make 
the moonshce understand how offended 1 was at the idea of receiving any pay¬ 
ment for portraits, and desired him to tell his master that I would do no such 
thing. Notwithstanding this the rajah persisted, and at one time it seemed 
likely that we should be placed in a serious difficulty. However, our march 
was resumed on the following morning. Towards nine o’clock the moonslToe 
overtook us with a deputation from the rajah to induce us to return: this being 
declined, they returned to Kishengurh, and we went on our way. 

A march of twenty-foxxr miles across a sterile and monotonous country brought 
us to Doudon, one of the frontier towns of Dhoundhar,or the kingdom of Jeypore; 
where we found a dilapidated d 4 k bungalow, round which we pitched our camp. 
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All tho villages wliich wo passed in the morning are defended by feudal castles, 
which give a somewhat original aspect to the country. These fortresses are held 
by Thakours, who formerly derived tho greater part of their revenues from 
brigandage, which they carried on along tho high road from Agra to Ajmere; 
but the English have now put a stop to these expeditions, and tho unfortunate 
barons of the desert are reduced to the produce of their sand hills. 

Ajiril 2 Qth .—We left Doudon at four o’clock in the morning, when the cold 
was intense. Thick vapours Ining over tho horizon, and shortly before sunrise 
we saw a most beautiful mirage. The picture was so perfect that both Schaum¬ 
burg and T thought it was Jeypore, and it was with didioulty that our attendants 
could persiiade us that what wc saw was only an effect of the atmosphere. From 
the remotest antiquity, the iidiabitants of plains and deserts have noticed the 
remarkable phenomenon of tho mirage; and all in describing it have compared 
tho effect to a sheet of water surrounded by fertile shores and fantastic buildings. 

In India, where it frequently occurs, the mirage seldom resembles the effect 
described; and, as a rule, it is seen only on cold, misty mornings. At first a 
high bank of vapour, resembling a chain of mountains, appears on the horizon, 
and gradually becomes more and more transparent as the first rays of the sun 
rest upon it, acquiring at the same time a wonderful power of refraction. It has 
the effect of a powerful lens, magnifying neighbouring olqects, and thus trans¬ 
forming bushes into gigantic trees, and rocks into Cyclopean monuments. 
Suddenly, the top of the cloud is brilliantly tinted with the colours of the 
rainbow, and the lower part, becoming loss transparent, has the appearance of 
a real mountain, covered with trees, and crowned with palaces, minarets, and 
jialm-trees. This phenomenon lasts for about a minute, during which time 
every object is so clearly defined that, without immense experience, it is impos¬ 
sible to determine whether the town you see is a reality or not; and, as the sun 
rises, tho vision gradually fades away. Sometimes the mirage is only a trans- 
fomiation of some very distant objiict. 

The Indians have various appellations for this phenomenon. The shepherds 
of the great desert of Thoul call it “ chittram,” or picture; the inhabitants of 
the steppes of Marwar and Jeypore, “ seekote,” or castles in the air; and those 
of the fertile plains of the Chumbul and the Jumna, “ depasur,” or illusion. 

The difference between the “ schral ” of Arabia and the “ seekote ” of India 
comes from the fact that the stratification of the clouds in the firat is horizontal, 
and in the second vertical. Whatever may be the causes of this marvellous 
natural phenomenon, it is certainly one of the most beautiful sights imaginable, 
particularly midor the circumstances under which I first saw it,—standing on 
a hillock of sand, whence we espied the beautiful river IJaudi Nuddee winding 
through a vast plain at our feet, at the farther end of which rose the phantom 
castles of the Chittram. Some peasants, who had stopped to look at our caravan, 
told me that dui'ing the early part of the year this mirage may be seen every 
ntorning; but it becomes rarer in April. 

'The plains which we crossed are covered with sand to the depth of some 
feet, the only vegetation consisting of stunted and thoniy bushes and a kind of 
thistle. Tho sand is so impregnated with salt that the inhabitants of these vast 
districts gain their livelihood entirely by working tiie salt-mines. They generally 
undermine a hillock, so as to nrocuie the sand farthest from the surface, which 
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always contains the most salt Tliis is simply washed, and the salt obtained by 
evaporation. I will presently state the splendid revenue that Jeyjwre receives 
from these salt-works. At nine o’clock we reached the pictures(pie little town of 
lingroro, near which we found a d 4 k bungalow, in tolerably good repair. Bugrore 
is the residence of one of the sixteen Omrus of the Dhoundhar. 

On the 21st we accomplished the last sixteen miles of our journey to 
JeyjMire, and arrived without any mishap at the excellent bungalow provided by 
the king for the accommodation of travellers. 



CHArTER XIX. 


JEYPORE. 

Our Buiifjalow.—Jey Siii}; II. SowJie.—Foumlntion of Jeypore.—The I’ulace.—The Observa¬ 
tory.—Firnt Interview with the Maliavajuh.—l he KAehwas.—The Mynas.—Hot lyinds.— 
Tmublers.—A Holy Man suspended by the Feet.—The Fair of Qaiicsx 

IIR bungalow was about two miles from tlio town, and on tbe 
very border of tlie desert; only a few trees separating us from 
a vast sea of sand, arid and bare, which coutnisted strangely 
with the beautiful country we overlooked from the high steps 
of our bungalow. 'J'liis oasis of verdure, which now covers for 
many miles the apjuoac.hes to the town on the western side, 
diites only from the establishment of the English Resident at Jeypore. Tlie 
sand of the de.sert, aggregated by the wind to the top of tlie city ramparts, 
has by degrees been repelled by the works undertaken by one of the Residents, 
and has given jilaec to line avenues of trees and beautiful gardens. Con¬ 
tinual efforts, however, are still necessary to check its inrc)ads, and prevent 
its again encroaching on the land which has been reclaimed. Since this 
artilicial forest has been made, the annual rains have become regular, and this 
belt of vegetation has, by degrees, been extended; and it is on this ground, 
wrested as it were by them from Nature, that the English have built their hand¬ 
some houses. The 1 ‘olitical Agent occupies a handsome house surrounded by a 
park of several acres. 

I have already explained, in speaking of Raroda, that all travellers arriving 
in an Indian capital, and wi.shing to make some stay there, are obliged to ask 
permission of the Engli.sh agent, who has a perfect right to refuse it< It is dis¬ 
tinctly laid down in the treaties of alliance entered into by the British Oovern- 
ment and the rajalis, that the latter sliall not receive into their states any 
Euroj)ean, if he be not an English subject, without releiring him to the Resident 
at their Court. 1 had l)cen warned that at Jeypore this clause was strictly 
observed, and that it was necessary at once to place myself in communication 
with the agent. My first visit, therefore, was to Captain Beynon, British 
political agent at the Court of Jeyporc; and the few letters for him with which 
I was provided gave me a right to expect a good reception: but I met with a 
better than I had even hoi)ed for. Captiiin Beynon received me with the 
greatest kindness, apj)eared to take much interest in my enterprise, and promised 
me his full support with the Maharajah. He informed me that, in addition to 
his other high functions, he filled the place of superintendent of the d&k bunga- 
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low, and that no one could remain there without his permission; and he not only 
authorised us to take up our abode there for as long as wc niiglit deem 
necessary, but also gave orders that it should be put into a comfortable state for 
our reception. The same evening the rajah sent us a carriage, which lie placed at 
our disposal for the period of our stay here, and one of his servants’ informed us 
that our supply of bread and ice would be sent every day from the palace. It is 
right to add that we could not have procured those provisions at any price; and 
this, therefore, was a very kind attention on the part of the rajah. 

The hot season was now approaching; the terrible north-west wind would 
soon commence, and the rains would render the country impassable: it was 
n*.’cessary, therefore, to winter either in an English town or at Jeypore. We 
could not long hesitate between the two alternatives. The manner in which we 
had been received at Jeypore, and the interest attaching to it as one of the first 
(Joints in India, decided us to establish our quarters here for the rains. 

Jeypore, the capital of the ancient State of Dhoundhar, is quite a modern 
town, founded only in 1728 b}' the king Jey Sing 11 ., one of the greatest geniuses 
that Hindostan ever produced, llefore passing to a description of his work, may 
I be permitted to give a slight sketch of the brilliant career of this great man ? 

Jey Sing II., commonly called Sowac Jey Sing, ascended the throne of Ambir 
in 1699. Having served Aurungzeb as one of his' satraps, he took part in the 
disputes concerning the succession which broke out on the death of that emperor. 
Having been defeated with all his party at the bloody battle of Hholepore, ho 
was obliged to undertake the reconquest of his own states, which had been con¬ 
fiscated by the new Emperor Shah Allum, and succeeded in driving out all the 
imperial garrisons. It is not as a warrior, however, that the name of Jey Sing 
deserves to bo placed in the front rank of those who have shed the greatest lustre 
on the Hindoo nation, but as a statesman, legislator, and scholar. It is to him 
that the kingdom owes its political importance. Ho took advantage of the 
troubles which already shook the great Mogul Empire, greatly to increase his 
territory, and to gain for himself a high position among the princes of Kajesthan. 
He introduced beneficial changes into the administration of the country, and 
tried to ameliorate the social condition of the people and to abolish infanticide. 

Ambir, the ancient capital, enclosed in a narrow gorge of the Kalikho 
mountains, seeming to him no longer worthy of the grandeur of his new king¬ 
dom; assisted by one of his most able counsellors, Vedyadhar, a Jain of Bengal, 
he planned and built a new capital, to which he gave the name of Jeypore, or 
Jcymigger. He built this town on a uniform plan, and intersected it with 
streets worthy of our large modern towns ; and the ancient Ambir, four miles 
distant from it, was connected with it by a line of fortifications, and preserved as 
the palladium of the dynasty. In a short time Jeypore became the scat of the 
arts and sciences, and eclipsed the other large cities of India. But it was chiefly 
as a great astronomer that Jey Sing immortalised his name. Almost all the 
Bajpoot princes amuse themselves with astrology, and acquire some knowledge 
of astronomy; but he, profiting by his early studies, did not stop at the theory 
only of this science, but made liirnself master of it, and undertook, by the orders 
of the Emperor Mahomet Shah, to revise the Hindoo calendar. For this purpose 
he constructed at Delhi, Oujein, Benares, Muttra, and Jeypore observatories of 
Oriental magnificence: and, having at his disposal only Persian instruments, he 
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invented new ones on a much larger scale than any then known, the results 
proving astonishingly coiTect. llesuming his labours, he arranged a series of 
astronomical tables; but, having heard from a Portuguese missionary of the 
progress which his favourite science had made in Portugal, he despatched a 
scientiiic embassy to Lisbon. King Emmanuel sent him in return a learned 
man, Xavior da Silva, who communicated to Jey Sing the tables of De la Hire, 
which had just then been published—in 1702. The royal astronomer tested 
their accuracy, and discovered one slight mistake; and his observations were 
carried on with so much minuteness, and with instruments of such great accuracy, 
that English professois have since been unable to detect in them an error of more 
than a few seconds. He dedicated his tables to the emperor, under the title of 
Zeij Mahomedsliabi; and the ])reface which he allixod to that remarkable work 
showed tliat this eminent man had freed himself from the prejudices of the religion 
of his ancestors, and profcsseil the belief of an enlightened philosopher. It was 
by his orders that the principal works on mathematics, ancient and modern, were 
translated into Sanscrit. 

Such was the man to whom Jeyporc owes its existence and all its greatness. 
He raised it to such a high place among the cities of India that his successors 
have not been able to rob it of its importance; and that at the present day, under 
an intelligent king, it promises to become once more worthy of its founder, Sow&o 
Jey Sing. 

Unlike all the ancient Rajpoot towns, for which the most picturesque sites 
seem always to Jjave been carefully chosen by their founders, Jeypore presents 
nothing to the view from the exterior but its high embattled ramparts, painted 
red and strengthened at intervals by massive round towers, above which appear 
the terraces of its temples and palaces. The general plan of the town is most 
simple : a main street, over a mile in length and about forty yards in breadth, runs 
thro\igh the town ; this street is crossed at right angles by several other streets 
of similar breadth, and at each point of intersection there is a market-place. 

The town is built in a style of unusual magniiicence ; the most ordinary 
houses being covered with brightly polished stucco, and the dwellings of the 
nobles and wealthy are faced with white marble. 'J’he streets are paved in the 
centre, and on each side are footpaths for pedestrians and the customers of the 
shops which occupy the ground floors of the houses. No town in India can rival 
Jeypore in the beauty or cleanliness of its streets, and I doubt much whether, at 
the time it was built, there were many cities in Europe which could bo compared 
to it. 

A high wall surrounds the residence of the rajah, which includes a con¬ 
siderable number of palaces, kiosks, and buildings of all sorts, standing in the 
midst of charming gardens which occupy two of the quarters of the town. With 
the exception of this royal domain, the town can boast of few monuments; but 
we must not forget that it is scarcely a century and a half old, and that all the 
great relics of the Middle Ages must be sought for in the ancient town of 
Ambir. 

It was Jey Sing himself who reserved for his palace such an immense space, 
the covering of which he left to his successors, who have done their best, and 
have succeeded in erecting a huge group of buildings, none of which are 
remarkable except those built by the architects of Sow&e. The Chandra Mahal, 
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which forms the centre of the principal palace, is an immense pyramidal building, 
in a handsome style of architecture; the front overlooking an extensive garden 
planted with mango and orange trees, and intersected by large lakes ornamented 
with waterfalls. The Dewan Khas, or Hall of the Durbars, which occupies the 
ground floor of this palace, is one of the most beautiful in India, both from its 
simplicity and from the grandeur of its proportions. On the left of the Chandra 
Mahal are some large buildings painted in the brightest colours, in which are 
Situated the apartments of the king, the offices of the ministers, the zenana, and 
the dwellings of the officials of the palace. Above these terraces rises a round tower, 
lofty, but small in circumference, and somewhat resembling a minaret, built about 
the year 1820. At a short distance to the east of the Chandra Mahal is tlie 
observatory, constructed by the great Jey Sing. It is not, as one might suppose. 
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a building containing the instruments necessary for astronomical studies; in 
truth it is a large courtyard filled with structures which supported the immense 
instruments invented by the king. It is difficult to imagine anything more 
grotesque or strange-looking than the gigantic dials, the copper wheels suspended 
between marble columns, and the walls built in eccentric curves and excrescences ; 
the whole looking like a scene of enchantment 

With what astonishment must the ignorant courtiers have seen their king 
walking with measured steps on the enonnous hypothenuse of the great gnomoir, 
or on a starlight night engaged in his mysterious avocations! The suwessors of 
this learned king, however, have not shown themselves as enlightened as his 
contemporaries; for, instead of preserving with respect these glorious relics of 
genius, they have allowed the buildings to fall into ruin, and the manuscripts and 
instruments to be removed or lost. These last excited the avarice of Itas Kaphour 
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(Corrosive Sublimate), the courtesan of Jugghut Sing; and, with the consent of 
that prince, slie caused them to be sold at the price of old copper. The present 
king has done his utmost to repair tliis havoc, but without success, for no one has 
been found capable of reconstructing the instruments invented by the great 
astronomer. The remains, however, of this observatory give an idea of what it 
must have been in the days of its splemlour. I borrow from Beresford his 
description of the observatory at Delhi; which was but a copy, on a rather 
smaller .scale, of that at Jeypore. The largest .structure is an immense equatorial 
dial, named by Jey Sing, Siunrat Yunter, or the Brince of Dials; the dimensions 
of the gnomon are as follows:—length of the hyi>othenuse, 118 feet 5 inches; 
length of the base, 104 feet; and length of the perpendicular, 56 feet. At a 
short distance from this building is anotlier dial, or, rather, several dials combined 
in one structure; in the centre of which is a staircase leiiding to a platform, the 
walls of which serve jrs an index to some concentric semicircle.s, which, fomiing a 
certain angle of inclination towards the horizon, represent meridians starting from 
the meridian of the obsei vatory. The external walls form gnomons, or indices, to 
two graduated dials phxcetl east and west. A wall retinites the four gnomons, and 
on its northern side is a quaxlrilateral semi-circumference, which serves to take the 
altitudes of the ctile,stial bodies. 'I’o the soutli of the great equatorial dial are two 
circular buildings, open at the top, each of wliich has a pillar in the centre; and 
from tlie base of tliis pillar radiate thirty horizontal lines of .stone, gradually 
increasing in width until they reach the walls of the building. Each of these 
radii forms a sector of six degrees, and, the intervening space between each radius 
being of the same dimensions, the whole constitutes a circle of 360 degrees. Steps 
are made in the exterior wall to allow the astronomer to ascend to the height 
necessary for making his observations; two windows being placed over each space 
between tlie ratlii. At the extremity of these spaces are marked the tangents of 
the degrees of the sun’s altitude, as shown by the .shadow which is thrown by the 
central pillar, and numbered from one to forty-five. 

As soon as the sun has risen to tliis height, the degrees are marked on the 
radii and numbered, commencing from the central column, so as to show the 
complement of the sun’s altitude; and the degrees are next divided into minutes. 
The ojqiosite spaces on the wall have no subdivisions, but are simply marked off 
into six degrees; and the shadow cast by the sun on to one or other of these divisions 
gives its azimuth. In the same way the altitudes and azimuths of the moon and 
ffiS’’? observed. These two buildings were constnicted of exactly the same 

to it. hins, so as to .avoid any error by a comparison of observations taken 
A higir^^y groat equatorial dial of the Jeypore observatory is still 

siderable numbci'^^escribed by Beresford; the perpendicular of the gnomon being 
midst of charming gaifepf length. 

the exception of this roydpry are the royal stables, built round immense court- 
we must not forget that it f.ast pass to reach the Hawa Mahal, the Palace of the 
gres-t relics of the Middle of Jey Sing. This palace, which is a fantastic 
Amliir. I'o principal bazaars of the town, was the favourite 

it was Jey Sing himself uthe distractions of his court, could here give himself 
the covering of which he lef‘ to the study of his people. The interior is fitted 
have succeeded in erecting ^ and elegance. The walls of the apartments are of 
remarkable except those builtheved by inlaid panels or gilding; and fountains 
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adorn the centre of the rooms, spreading a refreshing coolness through them. 
The structure consists of six storeys, but the tliree last are only light kiosks, 
surrounded by innumerable belfreys; and the small gilt flags, which flutter with 
every breath of wind, have given to it its popular name of Palace of the Winds, 
which has now become its oflicid appellation. The whole town is.visible from 
the top of the Hawa Mahal—the palace and its gardens, and the motley crowd 
lining its bazaars, which somewhat resemlde the boulevards of Paris; it ai>pears, 
in fact, a perfect labyrinth of terraces, over which float a thousand coloured flags. 
To the west and north extend the green valleys of the Kalikho mountains and 
tlie fortifieil heights of ancient Ambir; and, to the east and south, the desert, 
one interminable line of undulating vapour. The view is magnificent, and I can 
well understand the pleasure with whicli the great Sowite must have gazed on 
this panorama, once so bare and desolate, and by his exertions so wonderfully 
transformed. I have now mentioned nearly all that is worthy of note in tliis 
royal domain; the gardens of which contain magnificent promenades, vast lakes, 
beautiful pavilions hidden among the trees, and a thousand other interesting 
objects, which render it the most charming royal residence in India. 

Although we had seen all that 1 have just described, we had not yet had an 
interview with the Maharajah, who was detained, by certain religious ceremonies, 
in his zenana. In the early part of May, Captain Beynon informed me that 
the king was prei)arcd to receive us, and that he would himself present us at 
tlie durbar; and on the day appointed we made our way to the palace, in 
carriages belonging to the Political Agent, who accompanied us in his diplo¬ 
matic uniform. We lel't our carriages at the entrance of tlie Dewan Khas, and 
were ushered into the great hall of the Chandra Mahal. The king advanced to 
meet us ns we entered, and, when presented by Captain Beynon, shook hands 
with both of us, and invited us to sit down beside him; when the ministers and 
principal officers of state occupied chairs ranged on either side of the throne. The 
Maliarajah, Bam Sing, is a short man, forty-live years of age, with an agreeable 
countenance and refined features, and of more than ordinary intelligence. His 
dress was handsome, but showed an indifference to ornament, which, perhaps, 
was studied; he wore scarcely any jew’els, and no sword or dagger, but an 
immense revolver was thrust into his belt, from which Imng a bunch of keys. 
At first sight there was nothing particularly pleasing in this remarkable man, 
who is now acting the part of a reformer in Kajwara, but I felt that he was 
doing his utmost to give me a favourable impression of himself. He spoke to 
mo with much kindness of the fatigue which I must have gone through duriu" 
my travels, asked many questions about the Courts I had already visittid, 
and the manner in which wo had been received, and expressed a wish that I 
should spend some time in his capital. The conversation tlien turned on i>hoto- 
graphy (he is not only an admirer of this art, but is himself a skilful photographer), 
and afterwards on Prance, of which we talked for a long time. One of the 
chamberlains brought in rose-water and betel leaf, which here takes the place of 
the simple bira of Oudeypoor, and which the king himself presented to eacfi of 
ws. The audience over, we took our leave of the Maharajah, and returned in our 
carriages as we came. 

The Maharajah Bam Sing, King of Dhoundhar and of Jeypore, is the chief of 
the K&chwas (or tortoises), one of the principal Bajpoot tribes. They trace back 
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their origin to the divine llama, king of Ayodhya, and ancestor of the Sourya- 
vansis, through his second son Cush, one of whose descendants built the celebrated 
fortress of Ehotas, in Behar, and took the name of K8.chwa. In 295, one of 
their kings, Nal Pal, removed westward, and established himself at Nishida, now 
called Nurwar; their third capital was Gwalior. In 967, Dhola liae, the son of 
the last rajah, was driven from his country by a usurper, and forced to seek 
refuge among the Mynas of Dhoundhar, by whom he was very kindly received, 
and whom he, by a long course of disgraceful treachery, succeeded in dispossessing 
of their country. At the time of the Mussulman invasion, the K&chwa kings of 
Ambir were amongst the first to seek their alliance. In the reign of Akbar, 
Bliagwaudas gave one of his daughters in marriage to Prince Selim, afterwards 
the Emperor .1 ehanghir; and his name is consecjiiently held in execration by the 
Kajpoots, who rejtroach him with having been tlie first to stain the purity of their 
race by a matrimonial alliance with the Islamites. This act drew down such 
opprobrium on the name of Kaehwa that they are considered, to the present day, 
inferior to the other races of Bajesthau. 

The ancient masters of the kingdom of Jeypore were the Mynas, one of the 
great aboriginal races, who, like the Bheels, the Ghounds, and the Jilts, divided 
the countries now occupied by the Kajpoots. The Mynas of Dhoundhar were 
divided into five great tribes called Panchwara, and inhabited a vast kingdom 
comprising the whole chain of the Kalikho mountains from Ajmere to Delhi; 
their principal towns wcie Ambir, Khogaum, and Mauch. They preserved their 
independence longer than the Bheels, aiid were not entirely subjugated till near 
the thirteenth century; numerous proofs also exist of the advanced state of 
civilisation to which they had attained. Driven back to the mountains, they 
have by degrees relapsed very nearly to their original condition, and their wild 
tribes spread themselves as far as the mountains of Central India. All the 
aboriginal races t)f Kajpootana, the Mynas as well as the Bheels and Mhairs, live 
in villages culled Pals, which circumstance has given them the generic name of 
Palitas. Their habits do not differ from those of the Bheels; they live by hunt¬ 
ing and brigandage, rather than by cultivating the soil, and always march armed 
with bows and arrows and long lattis, which are bamlmos tipped with iron. 
Their skin is black, their hair long and silky, and their features more refined and 
intelligent than those of the Bheels. 

The climate of Jeypore is, perhaps, the healthiest in Kajpootana, but it 
certainly is not the most agreeable. The seasons are more decided than in the 
south, the winter being sometimes almost severe, and the thermometer in January 
falling to zero, but only in the early morning. The heat continues to increase 
until the month of March, when the hot winds, the scourge of Upper India, begin 
to blow. The season is ushered in by storms of sand; which is carried along by 
the violence of the north wind, and does great damage in the provinces of Mewat 
and of the J&ts. Tlie sky becomes obscured by heavy clouds of a dull yellow 
colour, composed of a mixture of sand and vapour, which falls in the most un¬ 
pleasant sort of rain you can possibly imagine. These storms are succeeded by 
the hot winds from the west, which gain additional heat by passing for hundreds 
of miles over the burning sands of Marosthan, Beloochistan, and Bersia. The.se 
winds are so hot that the ground becomes parched, the trees lose their leaves, and 
all vegetation ceases at their first approach. The .European, suffocated by this 
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burning siiocco^ which lasts for nearly a month without a mornent’s respite, can 
no longer venture out of bis house without risk of a sunstroke. All the doors 
and windows facing the west are carefully stopped up, or covered with thick mats, 
made of the roots of the vitevert, called tattis, whicli are kept constantly wet by 
coolios, who throw water over them day and night; and the wind blowing through 
this mass of damp matting loses a certain portion of its heat, and renews and 
freshens the air of the interior of the house. 

: Not unfrequently the wind drops suddenly towards evening, and that is the 
most trying time of all, for the tattis no longer have any effect in cooling the air, 
and the punkalis seem scarcely to agitate the overheated atmosphere. A sort of 
hand windmill is then employed, called a thermantidote, which, when vigorously 
worked by the coolies, in some degree lowers the temperature. It is easy to 
understand that life during these two or three weeks is anything but pleasant. 
Shut up in a room rendered gloomy and damp by the tattis, you are only able to 
go out for a few minutes after sunset; you sleep in the open air to avoid suffoca¬ 
tion, and you wake in the morning with eyes, cars, and mouth full of fine sand, 
with which the atmosphere is charged. Every day you scan with anxious eye 
tlio horizon to the south-west, and hail with delight the first clouds and the first 
rain. Two or three heavy storms change the whole aspect of the country as if by 
enchantment; the sand disappears beneath a carpet of fine soft grass of an 
emerald green; the trees are clothed with leaves; the air becomes deliciously 
fresh; and, after the past weeks of insupportable heat, you literally enjoy what 
the poets have well called the awakening of Nature. Here the scene change.s as 
if by magic: yesterday, an ocean of sand lashed by a furious wind ; to-day, green 
fields and a soft refreshing shower. Only those who have felt the hot winds of 
India can appreciate the luxury of the rains which follow them. 

The monsoon restored to us our liberty: we could make excursions every day 
to the town, or could spend some hours at the palace. I had long and freciuent 
interviews with the rajah, who questioned mo on all the details of our French 
administration. The I’undit, son of the ex-regent, and the Bakshi, or commander- 
in-chief of the king’s troops, were always present at tliese interviews. Both were 
men of a remarkable tyi>o, very intelligent, and the best advisers of lliim Sing. 
The Bakshi was the most gentlemanlike and agreeable Mussulman 1 met in India. 
Though averse to Europeans on principle, ho seemhd to esteem them highly; and, 
though he was not a man of much education, yet he knew more of Europe and 
the kingdoms of' the West than most of his compeers. We were on the liest of 
terms with all the inhabitants of the palace, particularly with two or three Bahoos 
of Bengal, who had studied at Calcutta, and who were placed by the raj’ah at the 
head of his schools. 

Independently of the Court, we had a charming little society round the resid¬ 
ence of Ma-je Ka Baugh, which comprised three gentlemen, as many ladies, and 
lots of children. We passed our evenings twice a week at one or the other of 
tliese houses; and the king’s excellent band, led by a worthy German, M. Bocker, 
played in the delightful gardens of the Political Agent when a select perty 
assembled on the lawn. 

The neighbourhood of Jeypore abounds in game, amongst which pea-fowl 
must occupy the first place, niousaiids of these birds cover the trees in the 
suburbs, deafening the unhappy Europeans with their harsh cries; but the Indians 
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delight in tliis concert, and a royal edict takes these fowls under its special pro¬ 
tection. Wild boars come next on the list. Herds of these animals make great 
ravages in our oasis ; but hunting them has no great attractions for the sports¬ 
man as he may always shoot one or two by merely watching for them at night in 
tlie verandah of his bungalow. Immense herds of antelopes are to be found on 
the neiglibouring plains, and gazelles and spotted deer abound in the ravines of 
the desert. Game of this sort is, in fact, so abundant that one soon wearies of 
sport. The only amusement left us, therefore, was to go in search of tigers and 
l)anthers, which are still pretty numerous in the gorges of the Kalikho Mountains. 
Jeyporc is a perfect paradise to the sportsman newly arrived from Europe, for he 
finds there every variety of game, and can acquire great renown and glory with 
very little trouble. Towards the end of the monsoon a sort of wood-pigeon is 
found in the environs of the town, very large, with green plumage, which the 
Indians call ariel. These pigeons are very good eating, and furnish sport also, 
for the moment they see the sportsman they remain perfectly motionless, and it 
re(|uires a practised eye to detect them amidst the green leiives of the pcepul- 
trees, which they generally frequent. 

Hesides hunting and shooting excursions, we had for our diversion the perfor¬ 
mances of innumerable jugglers, who await at Jeypore the cessation of the rains, 
to start afresh on their wandering life, which had been interrupted by the impass¬ 
able condition of the roads. Most of these jugglers, such as the serpent-charmers, 
acrobats, &c., are the same as are to be met with all over India, and have been 
described by every traveller; but theie are also some peculiar to this country, and 
they ileserve a short notice. The most remarkable are those who perfonu tricks 
with swonls, knives, &c., on the top of a mast or pole. The most curious part of 
the performance is the manner in which they fix the pole into the sand. They 
merely support it by four ropes, the ends of which are simply put into a hole; a 
man tlicn pours some water on the hole, and stamps it well down; and, in the 
twinkling of an eye, the mast with its yard-arm is so firmly fixed that two 
or three men can shake it vigorously without loosening the ropes. I will say 
nothing of the extraordinary agility with which they handle their sharp swords, 
or the astonishing contortions they put themselves into, for these have often been 
described. 

The most curious tricks are those executed by little girls who, nearly naked, 
roll themselves into balls, bend themselves back, and pick up with their eyes two 
straws stuck into the ground, thread a needle with their toes, their eyes being 
bandaged, and go through an amount of dislocation which is quite bewildering. 
When they are made to lift weights by their eyes, however, the spectacle becomes 
cruel and repulsive. A metal button is placed under each eyelid, in such a 
manner as to adhere to the very pupils of the eyes; and to these buttons strings 
are attached, connected with weights, sometimes very heavy, which the child lifts 
in this way some little height from the ground, without using her hands. If the 
trick lasts a minute tears may be seen running down the strings. It is a horrid 
sight! 

Tlie same motive which draws the jugglers to Jeypore at this season brings 
also religious mendicants of all sorts, each of whom has his special vocation. One 
excites the pity of the public by showing himself in the streets entirely naked, or 
covered only with a coating of ashes; another shows proudly his arm, which sticks 
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up bare and emaciated, the nails having grown through tlie hand; while a number 
of them stand in the bazaars and sell amulets and charms, and ply many other 
lucrative trades. But every season there is one fakir who contrives, by some 
novel trick, to make himself the lion of these religious circles. This year it was a 
Goussain, and you shall hear how he succeeded iu making himself famous. One 
morning some peasants who were coming into the town saw, near our bungalow, 
at the cross roads from the llesidency, a holy man occupied in tying several thick 
ropes to the branch of a tree overhanging the road; and great was their astonish¬ 
ment when they saw the Goussain place his feet in two slip knots, and then, 
having strctclied himself on the ground, haul himself up gently by means of a 
thiid rope, until he was suspended by tlie feet, like a calf in a slaughter-house. 
In the course of an hour a vast crowd surrounded the fakir, who, still in the 
same position, tranquilly mumbled his prayers, whilst telling his beads. After 
hanging in this manner for several hours, he let himself down and returned to 
the town, escorted by a crowd of enthusiasts. On the morrow he returned to the 
same spot, to go again thi'ough the same performance. I Avent there with several 
Europeans, and we all saw that, although the Goussain had then been suspended 
by tlie feet for some hours, liis face was calm, that he spoke without difficulty, 
and certainly appeared to feel no inconvenience: when we asked him how he 
had managed to accustom himself to that position, he answered that God had 
given him this power as an evidence of his sanctity. Of course it would have 
been difficult to obtain any other explanation. For more than a month this holy 
man remained thus suspended like a harn during the greater part of each morn¬ 
ing, and gained by it a good round sum. The rajah, however, never came to see 
him. 

Towards the middle of August the Jeyporians celebrate with great magnificence 
the festiv'al of Ganesa, the god of science and wisdom. For several days the 
fine boulevards of the capital are covered with picturesque crowds, drawn from 
all parts of the kingdom; the houses and palaces are decorated with gaudy 
Hags and draperies, and the public squares adorned with poles covered witli 
flowers. The fair, or miila, which is held on this occasion round the royal 
palace, forms the chief attraction to the crowds of country people ; there all the 
products of Eajesthan and of Hindostan, as well as of Europe, are collected, 
ilagnificent shawls from Thibet, scarves from Bundelcund, figured kincobs from 
ilenares, and gauzes from Bengal, are found side by side with shirtings from 
Hauchestcr, printed calicoes from Belgium, and Turkey reds; while the 
irmourers offer you daggers from Herat, Gourka krisses, ratars from Meywur, 
•nd cutlery from Sheffield and Chatelhiirault. The principal products of Jeypore 
ndustry which are exposed for sale are embroidered turbans, marble idols, copper 
toves, embroidered shoes, the salts of Sambher, and enamels on fine gold. These 
ast constitute a speciality of this town, and are a royal monopoly; they are of 
he most delicate workmanship and brilliant colouring, and are of considerable 
alue. The Maharajah ordered a bowl of great beauty to be prepared for the 
iXhibition of 1867, which, no doubt, was greatly admired by the connoisseurs* of 
ans. The scene presented by this fair is most picturesque; elephants covered 
'ith rich trappings, camels, and horsemen, the bright colours of the motley crowd, 
ac marble palaces, and the palm-trees, forming altogether a grand picture. On 
le last day of the fair the Political Agent and the principal Europeans living at 
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-Teypore go, mounted on elephants, to the palace of the king; on their road the 
lialconios and terraces are crowded with women handsomely dressed, and having 
their faces uncovered, who look with curiosity at the sahibs, while the men fill the 
path, and press up to the very feet of the elephants. On their arrival at the 
palace, the Europeans are received by the king, and assist with him in forming 
the procession of the Sowari of Ganesa, wlio appears borne in a palankeen, over¬ 
laid w'ith gold, aTid surrounded with all the magni licence I have already described 
at Baroda. After the procession the.re is a grand dinner, of which the rajah 
partakes, followed by nautch-girls, fireworks in the gardens, and all the sumptuous 
entertainments usual at Indian courts. I have already described these fetes at 
Oudeypoor and Baroda so fully that a repetition here would be needless. 



CHAPTER XX. 

A MB JR AND LAKE SAME HER. 

IIK road leading from the new to the ancient capital is chai’in- 
iiigly pretty. On leaving tlie town hy the north-east gate, 
we found ourselves at once in tlie midst of deliglitful gardens, 
shaded from the sun hy ilowering shrubs and trees of every 
description. The rains had thrown a mantle of brilliant green 
' over the bare sand and rocks, and even over the walls, giving 
the place the appearance of an immense park, with grassy glades interspersed 
among the woods. The difl'erent properties are divided by prickly-pear trees, 
which are a more formidable barrier than the highest iron railings. These 
thorny hedges are many feet in height, and it makes one shudder to think 
that the pain occasioned by a single prick suffices to unnerve a strong man, 
and lay him up with a short attack of fever. The chain of the Kalikho 
Mountains here forms a semicircle, the two extremities of which are reunited 
by the ramparts of Jeyi)ore; and the valley thus enclosed, being sheltered on all 
sides fi|jn the encroaching sand, forms a pleasing contrast to the parched-up 
country which surrounds it. This valley was once crossed by a nullah, or 
mountain torrent, which flowed through a narrow gorge on the east, and was 
lost in the plain. One of the princes of Jeypore conceived the idea of stoj)[)ing 
the course of the nullah by constructing a darn across the ravine; and the 
torrent, thus imprisoned, became a beautiful lake; its banks were soon covered 
with sumptuous palaces and lovely gardens, and a succeeding rajah built, in 
his turn, a magnificent island-residence in the centre of the lake. ]>ut it appears 
that the engineer who had constructed the barrier had not taken the nece.ssary 
precautions; the level of the lake became higher every year, until the water 
gradually inundated the gardens, then the kio.sks, and at length even the 
palaces; there was no knowing when it would stop, fl'he unfortunate inhabit¬ 
ants had the remedy in their own lumds: a channel cut through the dyke would 
at once have relieved them of the surplus waters. But, whether from ai)athy 
or superstition, they preferred to abandon their dwellings to the invading element, 
and to take refuge in the opposite ghaut. 

The present appearance of this lake is most picturesque.* The palaces are 
half ruined, the halls with their marble colonnades are immersed in the waters, 
and over all extends the rank vegetation which so soon takes possession of 
deserted buildings; such is the picture reflected on the blue surface of the lake. 
In the centre stands the royal castle, the lower storeys of which are invisible, 
with its gloomy towers cracked by the peepul. No one has set foot in it since 
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the liifit inundation, and the only inhabitants are the crocodiles and enormous 
tortoises. The former are in fact the real proprietors of the lake, and I should 
lltink it would be impossible, in any other part of the world, to find so great a 
number of tliem collected in one sjiot. 

The high stone causeway which leads to Ambir runs across a corner of the 
lake, and from it one can study these saurians at one’s leisure. No sooner do 
these sociable animals hear or see any one ai)proaching this road than they 
assemble from all parts of the lake, and collect on each side of the causeway; 
their horrid Hut triangular heads are thrust out from under the lotus-leaves with 
a hungry, imi)udent stare, and the ])asser-by can see that every eye is directed 
toward.s him.self. Imagine yourself riding past such an army! Should your horse 
take iiight or make a single false step, all those jaws would instantaneously open, 
and in anotlicr moment you would disapijear. 'J'he first time that I travelled this 
road, 1 confess that 1 did not stop to admire the view until I had left these 
frightful creatui'cs some way behind me. My servants assured me that one 
rarely licard of an accident taking place, and that, in fact, there was no danger so 
long as one did not enter the water; but I found that there was no small risk in 
having to cross a slippery and badly paved road, four or live hundred yards long, 
on a skittish horse, with hundreds of alligators on either side. Flocks of pelicans, 
whose white plumage was worthy the ijroverb, disported themselves on the 
islands, and were a pleasant relief to the eye after the disagreeable sight we had 
just witnessed; and numbers of wild duck passed backwards and forwards near 
the lurking crocodiles. Notwithstanding his enlightened ideas, Earn Sing still 
protects these ferocious animals; no one is allowed, under pain of severe puni.sh- 
ment, to disturb them in any way; and, for fear of frightening them or wounding 
them by mistake, no one is permitted to shoot on the lake. On the opposite 
bank is a ruined gateway, through which the cau.seway passes, and tlilis brings 
you within the outer wall of the holy town of Ambir. On the other aide is a 
very steep ghaut, leading in a straight line uj) a hill three or four hundred feet 
high; arrived on the summit of which you pass through another gateway, and 
find yourself in Ambir. Not the slightest vestige of a town can be seen—'nothing 
but a dense forest and huge masses of rock; but on turning round you overlook 
the whole valley through which we had just passed, w'hile in the distance 
Joypore, with its row of palaces and monuments, resembles a magnificent mirage. 
The road winds through the forest for a sliort distance, then takes a sharp turn, and 
you suddenly come upon the mysterious valley of Ambir. Picture to yourself 
a deep crater, the sides of which are covered with thick sombre jungle; in the 
centre of wdiuh rises a green mound, forming a pedestal for a fairy-liko and 
dazzling marble palace, beside which the wonders of Seville and Granada would 
appear insignificant; and around this palace lies a silent and deserted town, 
whose smallest houses are palaces, and near it is a black and gloomy lake. Such 
is one’s first impression of Ambir; but one’s feelings, after a few moments of 
contemplation, are quite indescribable. A mixture of the romantic and the 
mysterious takes possession of you; you ask yourself whether, after all, it is not 
a mere phantom of the “ Arabian Nights,” and whether, like a second Calender, 
you have come to disturb the silence of this sleeping town, and bring to light 
some frightful mystery. The palace in particular has a supernatural appear¬ 
ance ; the marble turrets have the yellowish tint of ivory, and the walls are 
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ornamented with gilded balconies. Surely this must be the enchanted castle 
of SherazM. 

A few abrupt turnings conduct you to the edge of the sacred lake, Tal Koutora, 
the shoi-es of which are covered with delightful gardens ; small marble kiosks 
enshrining the symbolical four-faced lingam appear here and there an)ong tlie 
trees; and a few naked fakirs, covered with ashes, may be seen in grmips on the 
slopes. The waters of tiio Tal occupy the whole of this part of the valley, 
leaving barely sufficient space for the road; and the town is sitnaUal on the 
other side of the embankment, which supports a bcaiitiful garden and summer- 
palace, with groves of orange and mango trees and artilicial lakes. Making the 
circuit of the lake, W'e toiled wearily up the flight of inarlde steps leading to the 
castle. The way is defended on either side by embattled ramparts, and at every 
turning there is a ina.ssive gate, with bastions and a guard-house. The castle is 
from 80 to 100 feet above the level of the lake; but the stone buttresses which 
support the sides of the hill descend perpendicularly into the water, and look 
like a continuation of the castle walls, which are built exactly over them, thus 
making the frontage appear more than two hundred feet high. The monotony 
of this huge facade is broken by a few balconies and light verandahs, running 
across the upper part of the building; which form its only exterior ornament. 
The principal entrance, which is a large pointed archway, surmouutfid by light 
cluiiru (kiosks), and built in a simple and severe style of architecture, leads to an 
immense court, three sides of which are occupied by the great blocks of buildings 
formerly used as barracks and stables. This court occupies the lower plateau of 
the hill; the principal buildings of the palace are situated on the upper plateau, 
and are built upon a high terrace overlooking the court. You reach the palace 
by a handsome flight of steps; and, passing through a beautiful gateway 
ornamented with brilliant frescoes, you find yourself in the midst of all the 
wonders which have rendered this sjiot so famous throughout Hindostan. At one 
end of the . terrace rises the great hall of the Dewani Khas, one of the most 
beautiful specimens of Indian art. A double row of columns, supporting a 
massive entablature, form three sides of the hall, which is roofed in by a vaulted 
and very lofty ceiling of great solidity; the fourth side, which is walled up, 
facing the lake. The building is therefore in. reality only a kiosk on a very 
large scale, as it is perfectly open to the air. The hall is paved with marble, 
inlaid with colours; and a platform of white marble, erected at one extremity, 
serves as a throne. The first row of columns are of red sandstone, with capitals 
of great beauty, on which elephants are sculptured, supporting with their trunks 
the sloping stone roof which descends from the cornice. The shafts of these 
columns are covered with a layer of smooth white stucco, which hides the 
magnificent sculpture. It appears that no sooner had Mirza completed the 
Dewani Khas than it came to the ears of the Emperor Jhanghir, that his vassal 
had surpassed him in magnificence, and that this last great work quite eclipsed 
all the marvels of the imperial city; the columns of red sandstone having been 
particularly noticed as sculptured with exquisite taste and elaborate detail. Tn a 
fit of jealousy the emperor commanded that this masterpiece of art should be 
thrown down, and sent commissioners to Ambir, charged with the execution of 
this order; whereupon the Mirza, in order to save the structure, had the columns 
plasterq^ over with stucco, so that the messengers from Agra should have to 



li had been so much 
3 apathetic successors 
it is only by knocking 



ilptures, which are as 
the second row are 
/he other end nf the 


THE DEWASI KBAS, IN THE PALACE OF AXBIB. 

































PALACE OF AMBiR. 


*49 


i. .h.t part 

rnaTlTM ™k/of art in Wia It i. diinclt to givo a j,»t idea 



of this marvellous collection of precious marbles and gilding, I ara^ happy, 
theretoe. to be able to refer the reader to the beautilul engraving here inserted. 
The marble frameworks of the windows which ornament this gate are said to be 
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the most beautiful in all India. They are carved out of single slabs, and are so 
delicately finished that at a short distance they resemble transparent muslin 
curtains. On passing through this gateway, new wonders meet you at every turn. 
You enter a court surrounded by palaces, rich in mosaics and sculptures, in the 
centre of which is a fairy-like garden. Although it has long been unoccupied, 
this royal residence is still carefully kept up, a small number of servants being 
sufficient for this purpose. The rajah had kindly given us permission to lodge at 
the palace during our stay at Ambir, and we had resigned ourselves to the idea 
of living in a magnificent ruin; but on entering the royal garden we felt 
reassured, and doubted not that the palace would be a charming residence. 

On the left-hand side of the garden, there is a monumental pavilion, the 
ground floor of which is surrounded by a verandah with Moorish arches. The ex¬ 
terior is of white marldc and ornamented with a few delicate bas-reliefs ; excepting 
which, the general appearance is very simple; the interior being divided into 
three great saloons, which are covered from the ceiling to the floor with mosaics 
and inlaid work: these mosaics are coini)osed of polished stones, agates, tur¬ 
quoises, gilt mouldings, and pieces of looking-glass, which are arranged in groups 
of flowers, arabescpies, and views. It is difficult to imagine the effect produced 
by a ray of sunlight in those apartments, which lights up the gildings and makes 
the ciystal flowers, which arc sot in the j)anel8, sparkle like diamonds. The 
vaulted ceilings differ slightly from the usual Hindoo style, and their indented 
arches remind one of the most beautiful Moorish pendeutives. The upper storey 
consists of a marble kiosk, crowned by one of those curious elongated domes 
which resemble the hull of a boat, and containing three pretty apartments, even 
more richly and tastefully decorated than those on the ground floor. On one 
side there are largo windows, with delicate marble trellis-work, overlooking the 
]irecipice and commanding a magnificent view; and on the other is a handsome 
terrace, shaded by the branches of the orange and pomegranate trees growing in 
the garden below. You cannot picture to yourself a more romantic retreat. 
'J’he unbroken silence, the glorious view, the fairy-like palace with its Oriental 
garden, it is im]iossible to imagine such delightful solitude. It was this kiosk 
that 1 chose for our’residence during the five weeks we determined to devote 
to the exploration of Ambir. 

On the other side of the garden extends a long line of palaces, quite as 
beautiful in form and rich in decorations as the Jess Miinder. In one of these, 
the walls are panelled with sandal-wood and inlaid with ivory and silver, like 
the Indian boxes which have been so mucli admired at our exhibitions; and the 
apartments arc traversed by small channels for water, which flows into basins, 
the sides of which are inlaid with curious devices representing fish, water-plants, 
lotus-flowers, and sea monsters. Some of these are simply made of white marble, 
encircled with lapis lazuli or green serpentine marble, while others are orna¬ 
mented with miniatures representing hunting scenes, or scenes from the national 
history and from mythology; in fact, each one contains something worthy of 
notice and admiration. The royal baths also are of some interest, with their 
ingenious warming apparatus, their stone furniture, and bronze conduits. 

The royal zenana, which is situated to the south of these palaces, but a 
little farther up the hill, covers an area equal to that occupied by all the other 
erections iu the castle, although it consists of a single block of buildings sur- 
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roundiu}' a large court. lu spite of the absence of windows or any exterior 
ornamentation, this edifice presents a fine ajipearance, witli its four towers 
surmounted by cupolas ; but nothing can bo more sombre and melancholy than 
the interior. Tlie great square court is divided by walls, which diverge from a 
marble kiosk in the centre. Each of these sixialler courts has 'its trees, its 
fountains, and its chatris, and appertains to an apartment of the zenana, which 
is divided into the same number of compartments as the court. One of the 
king’s wives used to reside in each of these separate apartments, and could, on 
occasion, be completely shut off from all communication with her companions. 
This palace and court, intended for the Eajpoot queens, might well serve as a 
model for a prison in Europe. I believe that the rajah does not, as a rule, allow 
travellers to visit this part of the palace, as it is likely to inspire unpleasant 
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reflections on the social condition of the women in this country. However this 
may be, I was permitted to go wherever my fancy led me, and i explored every 
corner of this strange institution. The apartments were once decorated with the 
same magnificence which is displayed throughout this marvellous palace; but a 
hundred and fifty yearn of neglect, and its present inhabitants, have left few 
traces of its former splendour. Tliere still remain, however, a few very curious 
antique frescoes and some fine mosaics. When I say the present inhabitants, 1 
mean a numerous tribe of Hunoumaii monkeys, who have taken up their abode 
m the deserted halls of the zenana, where they iu>w reign supreme. Even if these 
inoffensive animals were not protected by Indian superstition, it would bo 
difficult to dislodge them from a place which they have occupied for so many 
years. The first time I visited the zenana, accompanied by Schaumburg and a 
servant from the palace, our entrance caused a violent tumult: the mothers took 
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to flight with their little ones, and the males followed us at a respectful distance, 
showing their formidable teeth in a very unjdeasant manner. 

The langour, or Hunouman monkey, is the largest species found in the 
forests of India: its height varies from two and a half to nearly four feet, and its 
form is slerider and extremely supple; it has an intelligent face, covered with 
very black skin, and devoid of hair, .save its long white whiskers ; its hair is long 
and silky, of a chinchilla grey on the back, and white under the stomach; and 
its tail is of the same length as the body, and bar(% with the exception of a tult 
of hair at the end. The langour is the sacred monkey of India; it was this 
tribe, which, headed l)y llimouinan, king of the monkeys, assisted llama in the 
conquest of the island of C.'eylou, the ancient Luuka. The Hindoos, interpret¬ 
ing literally the description in the llamayana, which compares the barbarian 
allies of tlie Aryans to monkeys, look n])on the langonrs as the descendants of 
tlie soldiers of lluna, and hold them in great veneration. The origin of the 
black fac(!s of these qnadruinanes is described in an episode of this poem. Like 
a .second Menelaus, llama went to make war on Havana, the demon-king of 
lamka, who had carried off his wife Lita; and on the road he succeeded in 
securing the services of the king of the monkeys. On arriving at the extremity 
of the i)eninsul!i Ids farther progress was stopped by the Talk Straits; and while 
his allie.s were filling np the sea with the masses of stone, which now form 
Adam’s Hridgo, he desjiatehed the faithful Hunouniau to warn Lita of his 
approach. 'I'lie monkey king, who was an acconq)lished jumper, cleared the 
Straits at a single bound, iind soon found the inconsolable Lita; but during the 
inPu'view Havana suddenly a[i])eared, and Hnnounian was taken prisoner. In¬ 
stead of luitting him to death, the king of Lunk.a, .so much abased by Ids Aryan 
conquerors, ordered the monko}’ to be sent back to llama, after setting fire to the end 
of bis long tail. In bis flight, Hnnounian succeeded in blowing out the flame at 
the end of his uufoitnnnte appendage ; but in doing this he singed all the hair 
off his face, ami arrived at the camp with a scorched and blackened face; where¬ 
upon. seeing Ids despair of recovering Ids cornel ines.s, Hama gave all the monkeys 
in the army the same black faces as their king; and, as the Brahmin who told 
me the legend added, “ yon sec that the story is true, for they arc all ‘ Kala- 
iiionkb.’ ”* 

'I'heso strange inhabitants of the palace of Ambir interested me greatly 
during our stay in the neighbourhood. After a few days the whole tribe got 
well acquainted with ns, and a])prn,ached us without fear; for bananas, bread, 
and sugar had made ns \'ery jiufuilar. One only of the whole imiubor took no 
no(i(;e of onr friendly advancc.s. Hi; was an extremely handsome langour, whose 
great .age and the respect with wldidi he was treated by the younger monkeys at 
once showed me that he wais the chief of the tribe. No sooner did he see one 
of us than he made a grimace and turned his back on ns ; and only once could 
we persuade him to aiicept of a banana, which he merely put to his lips, no doubt 
out of pure civility to us. All those who have lived in the countries where 
theses monkeys abound liave remarked that they always congregate in large 
numbers under the command of a chief; each tribe occupying a field, a wood, or 
a ruin, which it appears to consider as its own property, and which it jealously 
defends against intruders. Day after day I used to watch the langours who, 
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stationed on the battlements of the zenana, kept a look-out over tlic snrroinul- 
ing country. If one of these sentinels saw a stranger or an eueiny approaching 
their abode, he immediately uttered a hoarse ciy, at wliicli signal of alarm the 
battlements were at once thronged with defendei-s. One day a. pantlun- crosstal 
the ravine, and came close under the walls of the zenana. It w:rs aimising to 
see with what fury, mingled witli ludicrou.? tciTor, tlie monkeys insulted their 
formidable enemy from the top of their ramparts ; and,*long after his departures, 
Ihe whole troop remained on the watch, yelling, and going through the most 
frightful contortions, out of bravado. The weather being so fine, we took our 
meals on the terrace of the Joss Munder; when the whole tribe of monkeys 
collected on the parapet adjoining the zenana, and watchwl us with great 
interest. What a novel spectacle for these monkeys to see a Parisian eating ajid 
drinking! In the front row sat the female monkeys, each holding her little one 
in her arms; next were the full-grown ones, who seemed more fierce; and in 
solitary majesty on the ledge of tlie roof sat the old king. This arrangement 
had such a droll appearance, and the monkeys kept so still, that I several 
times tried to photograph them; but at the sight of the api)aratus, which they 
took for some new kind of firearm, they gave a yell and fled precipitately. I 
cannot count the hours I spent in studying these strange (juadrumaues, and in 
remarking how wonderfully they resemble the human race in their habits. 
Their .sports, their games, their (juarrels, and feats of strength would fill a whole 
volume, which, however, would not stand much chance of being either re.ad or 
believed in France; but if an enthusiastic naturalist wishes to study, at his 
leisure, the representatives of the Hunounian nation, let him take u]) his abode 
for a month in the Jess Munder at Ambii’. I omitted to mention that the 
langour, though so inoffensive and easily ])ut to flight, is nevertheless a terrible 
adversary wlien wounded or in danger. The strength of its jaw is prodigious, 
and, added to the agility with which it uses its arms, renders it as formidable 
when enraged as the hyauia or panther. 

The precise date of the founding of Aniblr is unknown, but one may safely 
jilaee it somewhere in the first centuries of the (.Jhristian era. It was founded by 
the Mynas, the great aboriginal race of Upper India, and from them received the 
name of Amba, or universal mother, lleing their capital, it also bore the name 
of Uhaut Ilani, or Queen of the Mountains. It was a flourishing town even in 
9 f> 7 i when Dhola Itao got possession of it by treachery, and made it the caintal 
of the new K&chwa kingdom. Its prosperity increased with the power of its 
masters, and it rapidly became one of the first towns of Ilajesthnn. In 1580 the 
King Maun Sing commenced building the present palace, uniting it with the 
feudal castle of the first kings, some portions of which may still be seen in the 
rear of the zenana Towards the year 1630 the Rajah Jey Sing I. added the 
Jess Munder, the Dewani Khas, and several other palaces, enclosing the whole 
within a fortified wall. This rajah also formed the lake of Tal Koutora, and the 
Wonderful gardens of the Bund. On mounting the throne in 1699 the great 
Sowfl,e, Jey Sing II., put the finishing stroke to the work of his predec(jpsors by 
constructing the magnificent gateway which bears his name; but the inaccessible 
position of his capital, the small space which it aflbrded for his intended alterations, 
and the impossibility which he found in carrying out works worthy of his name, 
decided him to abandon it. In 1728 he founded Jeypore; and, compelling the 
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inhabitants of Ainbir to leave their native gorges, he gave them one of the most 
beautiful towns in the world. 

'J’his was a fatal blow to the ancient Queen of the Mountains. Despoiled of 
her inhabitants, she lost, one by one, all the great families who kept up the ancient 
traditions, arid retained nothing of her former splendour but a few monuments, 
and a name venerated as the cradle of the glory and grandeur of the K&chwas. 
She shared the fate of Chittore in Meywar, and Mundore in Marwar, and now 
presents the melancholy spectacle of a large town, rich in monuments of the past, 
inhabited only by a few priests, still faithful to their altars, and thousands of 
monkeys and wild beasts. 

The ruins of Ambir still fill up the north-east part of the valley; the bazaars 
and dwcillings of the people are now nothing but heaps of rubbish, covered with 
rank vegetation; but the houses of the great Kfichwa I'amilies have better resisted 
the eflects of time. It is to be regretted that the founders of Jeyporo thought it 
necessary to abandon their original simple and grand style of building, which 
renders most of these bouses remarkable as specimens of ancient architecture. In 
the midst of the venerable nirn-trecs and mango-trees which flourish in the ravine, 
may be seen the straight unornamented arcades, the high pierced pediments and 
long colonnades of the imposing palaces of Ambir. Nowhere has Nature been so 
quick in beautifying the works of man. She has covered the walls with creepers 
and flowers, ])lautcd the courts with shady groves, and hung her peepul-trees and 
cacti among the marble trellis-work of the terraces. Wandering through the 
silent streets, whose loose and broken luivernent is overgrown with weeds and 
grass, you experience a feeling of soothing melancholy seldom excited by ruins, 
which so often are bare and desolate; and the sun’s rays, partially intercepted by 
the foliage of the ti'ees, impart a warm colour to this mixture of sculptural stone- 
M'ork and vertlure. Mysterious-looking green and shady paths lead you to some 
small ornamental banks surrounded by porticos, where troups of langours disport 
themselves on the l)anks. Occasionally at a turn of the road you meet a Brahmin, 
who invites you to come and admire his tcmidc. There are numerous religious 
edilices in the valley, which, for the most part, are well kept up; and they are 
built in a beautibd style of architecture; j)articularly the temple dedicated to 
Maliades, the golden kiosk of which is a perfect masterpiece of sculpture. Night 
and morning the valley echoes with the sound of the bronze gongs of the 
sanctuaries, whili! from the ramparts of the castle are lieard the gigantic royal 
kettle-drums, used to salute the rising and the setting of the sun, the ancestor of 
their king. I'hese drums and gongs sound strangely poetical in the evening, 
when the echof^s plaintively repeat the monotonous notes, reminding one of the 
legend of the town of Bali, which was immersed in the waters as a punishment 
for its imiiiety. The bells, it is said, may still be heard ringing every evening 
at the hour of prayer, warning sinners to fear God. 

In the centre of the town there is a lingam, placed in a basin which is filled 
by a spring of water. An ancient prophecy declares, that when the water 
coinplelely covers the lingam Ambir will disappear. There are only a few 
inches now visible above the surface, and the Brahmins are becoming anxious. 
There are some poor bazaars in the eastern quarter of the town, which supply 
the priests, and in th<! same neighbourhood is a very fine mosque, built by Jey 
Sing II.—an act of toleration which does not surprise us in so great a man. I 
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Of this point there is a fortified gate, from wliich diverge the lines 

tains • and surround the valley, crowning the heights of the inouii- 

> hese, with the gate of Jeypore, which is only accessible by a very 
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steep ghaut, are the only outlets to the valley. The outer lino of works, which 
1ms a circiunference of more than twenty miles, and the second of about ten, 
consist of thick walls built of cemented granite, with battlements and forts. 
The whole of these fortifications centre in the magnificent citadel of Nahrgurh, 
which covers an immense plateau, and defends at the same time both Ambir and 
Jeypore. 

A month is scarcely sufficient to exifiore all the remarkable features of the 
valley and of the neighbourhood. The plains which lie beyond the eastern gate 
are studded with lieautiful tein))les, several ancient palaces, and some very 
iiiterestiiig tombs of the first raj'ahs of Ambtr. To the sportsman these plains 
offer the additional attraction of a gi-eat variety of game, from the antelope to 
the panther and royal tiger. 

Jiy the beginning of September we had returned to the bungalow of Jeypore, 
and two or throe days after we again set out on our march, this time towards 
the west, with the intention of visiting the great salt lake of Sambher, situated 
about sixty miles from the town of that name, in the centre of the desert of 
Maresthan. In order jiartially to avoid the wearisome jjlains of sand which 
stretch from Jeypore to this hike, wo again took the road from Ajmere, only 
leaving it after lUigrorc; wdien w'e accomplished, in two days, a march of forty 
miles tlirough a frightful country, where nothing was to be seen but a monotonous 
horizon of sand-hills, with here and there a miserable hamlet. While encamped 
on the banks of the little river Bandi, a day’s march from Saiiibher, we were 
invaded by an army of locusts, who had abandoned their sterile country to carry 
(hivastation into the rich plains of the Jumna and Ganges. In the morning they 
a])poared on the horizon like a thick cloud, and towards mid-day they fell on all 
'sides of ns with a noise resembling that produced by hail. The sky was quite 
obscured while this shower lasted, after which ,the sun reappeared, and we found 
that the ground was covered, to a distance of several miles, with a thick layer 
of these insects. In a few minutes our tent was besieged ; we had to attack 
tlieni in self-defence. At about four o’clock the locusts again took flight, and, 
rising in a mass several hundred feet above the ground, continued their course to 
the cast. 1 examined some of these locusts, and they did not ajipear to me to 
dill'er much from those which ravage Eastern Europe and the north of Africa. 
Their body measures nearly three inches, and is of a beautiful rose colour; and 
their Aviiigs are long, transparent, and spotted with brown. These swarms of 
locusts are very frequent in these parts, and ai’e much dreaded by the cultivators 
of the soil. If they alight in a field when the grain is just shooting, the crop is 
completely destroyed. The natives endeavour to scare them away by making a 
great noise and smoking them, but I do not know with what success. The 
fliglits of locusts are always follow’ed by great numbers of crows and other birds 
of prey, which destroy large quantities of them. 

The salt lake of Sambher is an immense sheet of water, about fifty miles * 
in circumference, situated on the frontier of the states of Jeypore and Joudpore, 
flirty^ miles north of Ajmere. I’he waters of this lake produce, by simple 
evaporation, a very pure salt, which constitutes a highly imjx)rtant item in the 
revenue of the two rajahs who share the lake. Sambher, the town in Jeypore, 
lies to the south-east of the lake, and Maroat in Joudpore to the north-west, at 

* Soileau's Map of Noitborn Kajwaro. 
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the foot of the Aravali Mountains. Samhher is a town of some antiquity, liaving 
been founded by Manik Eao, in the year 685 ; and until the iall of tlie Itajpoot 
empire of Delhi, it remained the appanage of the emperors, who, as chief of all 
their titles, bore that of Sambri Eao, or prince of Sambher. 

The legend relates that Manik, driven from Ajmere by the Mussulmans, fled 
for safety to the desert, and there, weakened by misery and privations, he wiis 
pn'pariBg to put an end to his life, when the goddess Saeanddiari, the tutelary 
genius of his race, appeared to him. She jwomised to fertilise, and give him ivs 
his kingdom, all the land which he could make the circuit of on horseback in a 
single day, strictly charging him not to look behind him during his ride. 
Manik set off, and had nearly accomplished his task wlnm, forgetting the injunc¬ 
tion of the goddess, ho looked back; upon which, to his unhounde<l surprise, 
instead of a fertile plain his eye rested on a vast sheet of water. However, he 
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was soon consoled, and established himself on the shores of the lake, where he 
founded a town, to which he gave the name of Sacaml)har, whence Sambher. 

The town itself possesses now but little interest; all the inhabitants are in 
the service of the rajahs, and are employed in the salt works. There are a few 
ancient monuments, but these are completely in ruins, and the only relic of 
antiquity still remaining is the statvie of Sacambhari, idaced by Manik on an 
island near the town. The view of the lake is very fine ; stretching between low 
Wooded hills until it reaches the branches of the Aravalis. the uneven suinmit.5 of 
which break the horizon. The time we had chosen for our visit was extremely 
unfavourable for studying the manner of extracting the salt, and the nature of the 
J^w material; for the works, which had been inteiTui)ted by the monsoon rains, 
were not to recommence for a month. However, everything was thoroughly 
explained to me, and I saw the enormous blocks of salt like marble, and magnifi- 
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cent transparent crystals. The annual revenue which the two co-proprietors 
receive liom the salt works of Sambher is said to be very large indeed. The salt 
is used througliout the north of India, from Ajinere to Calcutta, and is preferred 
to that of the Salt Mountains of the Puiijaub, which alone can compete with it. 

Cn returning to Jeypore after this short excursion, it was necessary to think of 
continuing our journey, and of making preparations for our departure. On the 
2nd October we went to take leave of the rajah, and to thank him for his hospi¬ 
tality and for all the kintlness he had shown n.s. He received us in one of the 
kiosks of the palaw! garden, in presence only of our two friends, the bakshi and 
the jmndit; and in this last unceremonious interview Ham Sing showed himself 
more gracious than usual. Ho was extremely affable, and asked me several times 
whether I was as ](leased with my visit to his court as I had been at Oudeypoor 
and llaroda. He wished particularly to know rny impressions of all that I had 
seen here. At length the lose-water and betel-leaves were brought, which the 
king himself presented to us, throwing a garland of flowers round our necks; 
when, shaking hands with each of ns, he wislied us a pleasant journey; and we 
had not gone many steps before he kissed his hand to us, crying out, “ Sahib, 
yad rakho!” (“ Centlemeii, remember me.”) In the evening we took leave of 
some Knglish friends, of whom I can reUiin only the most agreeable remiiii- 
•scences. 



CriArTER XXI. 

J BY PORE TO ULWUR. 

The Banguiigu.—Buswa.—Ihijgurh,—Pulace of Mirrors.—Ulwur. 

CTOBKll 31!!).—We did not leave Jeypore till two o’clock in 
the afternoon, having been detained, as usual at the last mo¬ 
ment, hy a thousand little difficulties in the organisation of 
the cartivan. Our horses and two sank (or riding-dromedaries) 
from the royal estahlishments were to carry us; a dozen camels 
bore our luggage, our servants, and tents; and four horsemen 
and a hulkara composed our escort. 

From Jeyix)re there is a liret-rate road, furnished with d&k bungalows kept 
up by the native Goveniment, which leads direct to Agra; but, unfortunately, 
we were only able to follow it for two days, alter which we should have to travel 
across country by paths and tracks made by herds of cattle, through a country 
with no other shelter but that afforded by our tents. 

For some time we skirted the ramparts of Jey[)ore, passing at the foot of the 
Mooti iJoungri, or Mountain of J’carls, a curious isolated rock, on which stands 
one of the ancient palaces of the kings of Anibir. A narrow and sombre gorge, 
running between high mountains, forms a natural passage to the road on leaving 
Jeypore. This deiile, which is from one to two mites long, abounds in beautiful 
scenery; and there tlie rich Jeyporians have built temples and delightful villas, 
and have laid out the most exquisite gardens, wherein a thousand rivulets 
murmur at the foot of gigantic banyan-trees and through groves of the odorifer¬ 
ous shaddock. One may say that it is one of the most striking characteristics 
of this part of India thus to offer almost always these contrasts. A line of rocks, 
black and beaten by the golden waves of sand from the desert, often conceals a 
cool and shady paradise; for, as soon ns a barrier stops the sand, you are sure 
to find water and fertility on the other side. 

As in the pass of Dobarri which leads to Oudeypoor, a strongly fortified gate 
closes the entrance to the defile, rendering the approach to Jeypore from the 
west totally inaccessible, while on the other sides of the mountains vast plains 
extend beyond the horizon. This is the valley of the Bangunga (Sister of •the 
Ganges), one of the tributaries of the Jumna. 

As we advanced, the country became less sandy, better cultivated, and more 
wooded than that which we left behind us. Although the road was in very 
good repair, the gi’ound was so hilly that we did nut reach the dfl,k bungalow 
of Mohuiqwre till eight oi^ock in the evening, when w’e had marched twenty-one 
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miles. We found the rooms in very good order, but infested with great black 
scorpions, of which we slaughtered several before going to bed. 

Ocldbcr /^th .—Mohunporc is a pretty liajpoot village, surrounded by extensive 
fields of cotton and hajri, a kind of millet of large size highly valued in the 
country. The grey partridge abounds in these fields, and their shrill cries woke 
me early in the morning. I took my gun out, and had some very good sport, 
although they lay so close that I was often obliged to throw stones at them to 
make them rise. We let our men rest till three o’clock, and then resumed oilr 
inarch. The country was formed of great undulating plains, very picturesque 
in appearance, and mountains could be setm at all points of tbe horizon. Six 
miles from our camp we passed the Jerra-ka Baoli, a magnificent tank, the 
general reud(;zvous of tbe country travellers. The. little town of Jerra is quite 
near it, built at the foot of an overhanging rock. After passing this village, a 
wide ghaut conducted u.s into a valley, the dark rich soil of which is consider¬ 
ably lower than the plain above. A few miles further on we passed the pretty 
little town of Jetwara, coquettishly perched on the bank of a nullah; and before 
the sun had set we reached Bouraiudi, where wc found a dilapidated and nielaii- 
choly-looking bungalow; when an accident to one of tbe camels detained us a 
whole day. In the evening I sent on our caravan to the village of Goudha to 
])repare our camp for the morrow, for we were about to (piit the high road, and 
should find no more dak butigalows. 

OdolMr 6 th .—We left JJcjuraiiah at two o’clock in the morning; and during 
the night we cro.sse<l a monotonous jdain, well cultivated but little wooded. I 
had occasion to remark a curious phenomenon during this inarch, which had 
never struck me before. The tenq>eratiiro in this country varies at night 
between 6 and 7 degrises, and is decidedly cold; but, whenever we passed 
beneath one of tbe huge, tnios whicb were scattered over the plain, I felt almost 
suffocated with the heat, which 1 found, on consulting the thcriuometer, rose to 
12 and even to 16 degrees. This enormous difference can only be explained, I 
think, by tbe action of tbe moon’s rays, which absorb a great jiart of the caloric 
imparted by the sun to the earth ; and this action is so rapid that the shade cast 
by the branches of a thick tree suffices to establish a notable variation of tem- 
])eraturc from the surrounding atmosphere. An identical phenomenon, though 
otherwise originating, may be remai-ked on ap[)roa(;hing masses of rock or large 
stone walls. T'bi' sensation of heat in the latter case is caused by the escape 
of caloric, which takes place at nightfall, from the sudden coaling of the layers 
of atmos])here surrounding these bodies, which are overcharged with heat. 

Sunrise foumi us in a beautiful and mountainous country ; in which numerous 
villages ajipeared in the midst of cultivated fields. The mountains around us 
form part of the great chain of the Aravalis, which we had been following 
since we left Ahmedabad, and which constitute the range called the Mewati 
hills. 

After passing the first range of hills we reached the Bangunga (Sister of the 
Ganges), which draws its water from the Kalikho and Mewati hills, and, after 
a course of more than 200 miles, flows into the Jumna. At the point where we 
crossed it, though not many miles from its source, the bed of this river was three 
or four hundred yards wide, but it was then mostly dry. In the rainy season it 
rushes down from the mountain in a foaming torrent, and fills this huge channel; 
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and aotnetimes overflowing its banks, it covera the surrounding country for a 
considerable distance on each side. 

On the left bank of the Bangunga stands the town of Goudha, w'herc our 
escort awaited us. Tliis little town, sitiiated in the centre of a fertile country, 
has a most agreeable appearance of prosperity; the houses, whiolf are chiefly 
built of baked clay, forming streets which are narrow and very irregular, but 
remarkably clean. Bur-trees shade the surroiinding country, and form a belt of 
•{’erdure round the town. Goudha was formerly the appanage and feudal residence 
of a Thakour, wliich was suppressed by Bam Sing. To the north of the town 
stands the ancient baronial castle: it is a large fortilied building, surrounded by 
thick and lofty earth walls, and protected by a deep and wide ditch filled with 
water. This castle may be considered the true type of the fortresses in this part 
of Eixjpootana; and, although it was built several centuries ago, its form nearly 
resembles that of the forts adopted of late years in Europe. 

Our tents were pitched at the foot of the fort of Goudha, under an Indian 
fig-tree, whose ancient branches formed a dome-like canopy worthy of a 
cathedral. The position of our camji was good in all respects, being very 
picturesque and delightfully fresh at the same time. 

October yth .—We started during the night, and by five o’clock in the morning 
we had reached Buswa, a town on the frontier of Jeypore. The high earthen 
walls with their small postern gates admitted of our seeing only a few roofs; 
and outside the town a camp of Jeyporian soldiers reminded us that we were 
travelling through a disturbed country. A few miles farther on we passed the 
frontier, marked by a simi>le milestone at the side of the road, and entered the 
territory of the Maharao of TJlwur, the ancient Mewat. Tlie country became 
more beautilul as we advanced : mountains with curiously indented peaks 
formed huge amphitheatres, the arenas of which were covered with rich plan¬ 
tations and dotted with villages. In point of ricliness and fertility this country 
reminded me of the most beautiful portions of Goojerat, but it ijosscssed a 
beauty which one never sees in the plains. A bluish vajiour floated over the 
fields and along the sides of the mountains; and 1 could hear the shouts of 
the children, the songs of the labourers, and the not inharmonious creaking of 
the norias' wheels, whilst the gongs in the pagodas re-echoed in the valley. The 
keen air refreshed me, and everything combined to give this spot an irresistible 
attraction. And yet a menacing shadow hung over this happy corner of the 
earth. Ram Sing remembers that this beautiful province was wrested from his 
predecessors by a rebel vassal; and a (piarrel concerning the succession would 
give him the opportunity to march with lire and sword through that peaceful 
valley, unless the English should interl’ere. 

After several hours’ march through this lovely country, wc reached Rajgurh 
(House of the King), the ancient capital of the principality, winch occupies a 
circular valley entirely surrounded by peaked hills. Here our arrival was 
expected ;■ and, the Maharao having given orders for our welcome, we •were 
conducted straight to the Gunga Baugh (Garden of the Ganges), a magnificent 
garden, where we found a charming little summer palace half buried in a 
grove of orange-trees on the bank of a lovely sheet of water. The Kotwal, or 
chief officer of the town, did the honours, and presented us, on the part of the 
prince, with a magnifieeq^ gift of fruit, vegetables, and fowls. 
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Kajgurb is a town of some antiquity; it was founded by one of the Raos 
of Matchery on the site of an ancient capital of the Mynas. From its position, 
surrounded by mountains, it reminded me of Amblr, but it is far inferior to it 
in wild beauty. The quarters of the town are built on more level ground at 
the bottom bf the valley, and are traversed by long and broad streets in every 
direction. It is only fifty or sixty years since it was finally abandoned by the 
Ilaos of Matchery, who became Rajahs of UIwur; and although a great part 
of the town is deserted, it still possesses one or two thriving bazaars. The 
most interesting quarter is that of the nobles, with its splendid palaces, its 
imnrense courts paved with marble, and its numerous temples. Nothing has 
been moved; and I was surprised, in wandering through these vast halls, to 
pass through porticos where tlie ancient draperies were still hanging, and to 
find myself in these magnificent apartments which have been abandoned for 
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ever. Here and there a fig-tree liad sprung up between the slabs of marble, 
and had begun its slow but sure work of destruction ; and thus in a few years 
the.se walls will crumble to pieces, quite independently of the carelessness of the 
inhabitants. To the north of the town rises a steep rock, on the summit of which 
stands the noble fortress of the Itaos. From the valley its aspect is very for¬ 
midable ; and its loopholed walls, which can be seen on tlie plateau, are connected 
by covered ways with a mass of towers and bastions which protect the base; above 
which the italace ascends in stages—an elegant building of mixed feudal and 
Rajpoot architecture. Access is had to the fortress by a very steep ascent pro¬ 
tected by loopholed parapets and numerous guard-houses. The kiladar, or 
governor of the fort, came out to meet us with his staff, and ascended th) slope 
with us, making us stop occasionally to admire the magnificent panorama 
opening on our view, us we approached the summit ,We took in at a glance 
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tlie whole town with its lofty white houses; golden pinnacles standing out in 
bold relief from the background of the sombre forests whicli clothed the sides 
of the Aravalis. The palace, which we next reached after having passed several 
gates armed with huge bolts and iron spikes, and crossed several iininonse courts, 
was very beautiful. It is built entirely of fine white marble, as jaire and .si»arkling 
as that of Paros, which is brought from the huge quarries of Shekhawati; and it 
is composed of a succession of halls and rooms encomijaasing several small courts 
ornamented with galleries. It must be a delightful habitation, for, from its 
elevated position and the disposition of the buildings, a perpetual freshness reigns 
there. 

In the centre of the palace stands a small but very remarkable building, called 
the Sheesh Mahal, or Palace of Mirrors. The principal hall is inlaid with pieces 
of glass of different colours, amongst which are placed beautiful golden arabes([ues; 
and the panels are ornamented with curious frescoes representing the principal 
Eaos of Matchery and mythological and other scenes. These frescoes arc 
executed with great delicacy, and most of them contain thousands of figums. 
There is a verandah in front of this hall, supported by fine marble pillars, the 
dome of which, worked in stucco, is made to represent a golden curtain em¬ 
broidered with flowers and animals. On the right-hand side of the verandah 
hangs a superb picture, representing the descent of King Pertab Sing into the 
Elysian fields where Krishna reigns; on the other side there is a fresco of the 
same dimensions, representing the enthronement of Pertab Sing, presided over 
by Krishna. 

On leaving the Sheesh Mahal we walked along the magnificent terraces, 
surrounded by elegant kiosks, from which we could see the whole surrounding 
country as far as Ulwur, the new capitiil. 

We descended into the town, as the sun disappeared behind the mountain. 
The inhabitants were issuing from their houses, and filling the bazaars, while 
numbers of monkeys appeared on the roofs. These monkeys of li.ajgurh are quite 
different from their congeners of the Kalikhos; they are short and squat, tawny 
brown in colour, with pink faces and chests, and tails only a few inches long, and are 
considered inferior in caste to the noble langours—the civilised monkeys of the 
valley of Amblr. At length we reached the Guerga BfLgh, which we found invaded 
by the young men of the town, who had come to bathe in the sacred lake in the 
centre of the garden. The air was laden with the scent of thousands of orange- 
trees, pomegranates, and other scented shrubs which surrounded our pavilion, and 
the joyous laughter of the bathers re-echoed in the thick wood. We passed the 
evening in this delightful retreat, where we received a visit from the kotwal, the 
kiladar, and the chief inhabitants of the town. 

October gth .—At three o’clock in the morning we left Eajgurh, and re.ached 
Malakhera at eight. This village is situated on a slight eminence, a few hundred 
yards from the edge of a huge forest; at the entrance to which stands the feudal 
fortress of the Thal^our, with its ancient and half-mined turrets and its eai-tlien 
ramparts. Our men pitched the camp at the foot of a gigantic banyan-tree, whose 
huge limbs afforded an abundant shade for our tents and equipage; and not far 
from us were some rugged ravines inhabited by numerous hertls of half-wild 
swine, who made incursions into our camp. In the course of the day the Thnkour 
paid us a visit. Having .J^^een advised of our arrival by the Maharao, his liege 
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lord, he hastened to furnish us with a zurhari * for all necessary provisions, Li 
the evening, however, an annoying accident occurred to interrupt our friendly 
iutorcourso with our host. Alter an excursion in the neighbourhood, which 
abounded witli game, we returned with several antelopes, amongst which, by ill 
luck, one 'of the sowars recognised the body of a favourite animal of the 
Thakour’s, which had escajied a few days previously. Having been immediately 
informed of it, the cluef came himself to claim the body, no doubt to bestow 
upon it a ceremonious burial; and altliough 1 acceded at once to his request, 
and expressed my deep regret at the accident which I could not prevent, he 
retired, taking with liim his poor favourite, without even answering me. 

Odoher lolh .—Very early tlie next morning we left Malakhera, and, after a 
rapid march of four hours, reached the suburbs of Ulwur at daylight. In spite 
of the early hour, we met Kangi Mull, the Ilao’s secretary, who, saluting us in 
the name of the prince, conducted us to the palace of Armondjan Biaugh, where 
everything was jnepared for our reception. The Sirdar, having shown us our 
ajtartments, announced to us that the llao had placed at our complete disposal 
this princely residence, with the servants, ])rovisions, and wine therein, as well as 
the stables, well stocked with horses, carriages, and elephants. Such a reception 
surpassed all that 1 had expected, and I did not attempt to conceal the fact from 
Kangi, begging him to thank the prince in my name. 

The palace of Armondjan, an elegant building constructed in a handsome stylo 
of marble and wliito sandstone, in the centre of a huge garden, consists of two 
pavilions connected by colonnades, and is situate on a lofty terrace overlooking 
the garden ; and its flat roof, composed of stone slabs, forms a second terrace, from 
which can he scon the town and the mountains. 

The interior is well arranged. The rooms, simply but richly decorated, are 
])rotected from the sun’s rays by deep verandalis, and open into small interior 
courts, which are i)lante,d with flowers; and they each had bath-rooms attached, 
wherein were ranged the heavy ywr/ms of iced water. 

Adjoining this palace is the Mooti Baugh, the summer residence of the rajah, 
in which the English Besidents formerly lived. It is an immense palace, of 
beautil'ul architecture, with a large park laid out as in England. Farther on rises 
an isolated hill, conical in form, the sides of which, cut into terraces, form hanging 
gardens, rising u]> to the summit, which is crowned by a pavilion. This is the 
Mooti Doongrcc, or I’earl Kock, to which the Rao goes every evening to breathe 
the fresh air issuing from these balmy forests. He visited it on the evening of 
our arrival, and we could see him examining us curiously from his lofty observatory 
through his giiissos. I do not know whether they enabled him to see that we 
were nndecidod whether to ascend and pay our respects to him, or to await an 
ollicial invitation; at any rate, he sent a choidrdar to say that he would be happy 
to see us at the palace on the following day. This evening I sent back my 
Jcyporian escort. 

i 

* Znrhari ia the act of submiasion to a mandate, ordering proviaions tb be fnmiahed to travellers 
or envoys. 



CHAPTER XXir. 

UL WUR. 

LWUR is situated about ninety miles to tlic north of Jey])or(', 
in the chain of the Kalikho Mountains which hrancli from 
the Aravalis at Amhir. 

We find no historical mention of this country \intil about 
the year 1265, when the Emperor (lluiius Oudin invaded it, 
to punish its inhabitants for their hrigandaoe, M'liicli they liad 
the insolence to cany up to the very gates of Delhi; but the dnsadlui massacre 
which he ordered seems to have had but little effect on them, for at a much later 
date we find them enjoying the reputation of being inveterate bandits. Towards 
the year 1720, Pertab liao of Matchcry, a chief of Dlioundhar, who succeeded in 
taking the country from the Moguls, established his ca|)itiil at Eajgiirh; and his 
successor, who in 1774 offered his services to Delhi against the terrible Jfits by 
way of obtaining pardon for his usurpation, was rewarded with the title of 
Maharao Eajah, and the recognition of his independence. Separating himself com¬ 
pletely from Jeypore, of which he apyiropriated several provinces, he founded 
the kingdom of, Matchery, and permanently established his capital at Ulwur. 
When the English began to interfere in the affair’s of Hindostan, the Maharaos at 
once espoused their cause, and succeeded, by this act of policy, in scicuring the 
integrity of their possessions. 

The state of Ulwur hits since been recognised as the ally of England. Its 
revenue is not considerable. 

The reigning sovereign is Sheodan Sing, fourteenth Maharao Eajah of Ulwur, 
who ascended the throne in 1858, at the age of fourteen. During his minority 
his States were governed by an administrative council, presided over by an 
English political agent. 

The day after our arrival, accompanied by Kangi, we went to visit the town. 
You enter it by a magnificent avenue of fine trees, which, extending through the 
populous suburbs, terminates at the principal gate called Delhi. The first sight 
of Ulwur is most remarkable, situated as it is at the entrance of a circle of lofty 
mountains with fantastically jagged peaks, and constructed in the form pf an 
amphitheatre, on a hill crowned with numerous palaces. It is surrounded by a 
continuous line of fortifications, with bastions connected by curtains with the 
forts which occupy every summit. The steep declivities of the mountains are 
covered with rich vegetation, seeming as though suspended above the town; which 
is enclosed towards the plain by a continuous forest of gardens; and their 
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summits are composed of milk-white quartz, slightly variegated, which, when 
up by the suii, gives to them the appearance of glaciers. 

The town is entered through arclied gateways, defended hy cannon, and of a 
somewhat formidable appeamneo. Apparently it is densely populated; the 
hoascs are crowded together and dirty, and you cannot thread your way through 
the bazaars without difficulty. It is intei-sected, however, by several wide and 
well-kept streets, which lead from each gate to the centre of the town, where a 
vast cupola is erected. This structure is very interesting, as it serves as a bazaar, 
and contains a great number of stalls, placed at the intersection of the several 
streets and in the upper storeys. 

The royal palace, which is situated on the summit of the hill, consists of a 
large group of buildings in various styles of architecture, some of which are deUched. 
It was begun in 1780, and is still far from being finished—at least, as far as the 
original jdau is concerniid. 

A monumental gateway, flanked by two beautiful pagodas, leads into the 
iirst court, which is of large dimcn.sion.s, but contains only a few large buildings, 
used as stables; the whole of one side being composed of huts and small houses 
occupied by the inferior servants of the palace. A second gateway, covered with 
a medley of coarse frescoes, leads into another court, on a higher level than the 
first, where there is a superb palace in the Italian style. Its exterior is 
ornamented with marble pilasters; but, as the building did not meet with 
Slieodan Sing’s apjirobation, the works have been discontinued for several years, 
which gives it a ruined and melancholy appearance. 

At length you reach the real liajpoot palace, constructed on the plan of Digh, 
and stretching the whole length of a tenace which overlooks the town. It is 
built almost entirely of white marble. Cloisters with indented arches surround 
a court, paved with black and white marble, into which opens the great audience- 
chamber, a marvel of beauty; with but one fault, that of being a copy of the 
Hall of Digh, but possessing the advantage of being built of marble instead of 
sandstone. 


The interior of the palace is very simple, and ornamented with great taste, 
with the exception of a few apartments furnished in the European style, where 
ore collected a heterogeneous mass of furniture and other articles from our manu¬ 
factories, which are the admiration of the natives. The architect’s plan for doing 
without stairs was an excellent one, particularly in this enervating country. The 
palace has as many as three or four storeys, all of which, reached by means of gently 
inclined corridors, prevent the ascent from being fatiguing; and, like most of the 
jwlacos in India, it contains a Sheesh Mahal, or Chamber of Crystals, in which 
are aggregated all the richest of decorations and mosaics. There is a great 
dillerence beweeri modem art and the womierful architecture of Amblr, or even of 
Kajgurh; but still the decorations here are extremely artistic, and of indescribable 
wealth and richness. 


l.iterveniiy' ' , , . ,'alace and the base of the mountains is a small 

pond, which i. the f. j^ogt curious and picturesque spots in India. 

The build'" zenana occupy the eastern side of it; on 

south srti.rf 1 ^ *’•“‘1 of ',e of pink sandstone, is the Mausoleum of the 

Eajah lhiktawi.r«-" ^ terradst, the conical-shaped mountains of Ulwur, 

c»«„od with wtitaJrtLd Ly 
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leaving only a narrow strip of land, crowded with fairy-like palaces and temples; 
and, on the north, rises a fantastic pyramidal hill, covered with blocks of marble, 
interspersed with temples and verdure, and surmounted by a cnstle of great 
strength, at an elevation of more than a thousand feet. Such is the mere outline 
or sketch of the picture, but no description can give any idea of its bdauty; and 
1 am happy to be able to refer the reader to the view which 1 took of this 
picturesque scene. 

The Mausoleum of Rajah Buktawur is a good specimen of Rajpoot architecture 
in the last century, being a combination of the Indo-Saracenic and Jain styles of 
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architecture. Built entirely of marble, it rests upon a pedestal of rose-colowred 
sandstone; and the dome is of a singular shape, terminating in a massive stone 
pinnacle. 

After visiting these places, Kangi conducted us to the Maharao, who was 
awaiting ns. Surrounded only by a few intimate friends, he received us without 
ceremony, on one of the liqautiful upper terraces of the palace. The receptioit, 
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indeed, was most affable, and he listened with great apparent interest to what I 
told him as to the object of our travels. Then came the usual questions con¬ 
cerning France, Ilussia, our European organisation, and the relative power of each 
country, which I answered to the best of my ability. He is quite a young man, 
and looks even less than his age, for he is very sliort, although remarkably well 
made, with hands and feet of almost feminine delicacy. 

The audience lasted half an liour, but we were invited to remain longer, and 
I)rcscntly the prince himself conducted us through the palace, displaying his 
treasures and his favourite objects with a somewhat boyish pleasure and satis¬ 
faction. He continued thus chatting with us until we reached the court, where 
our carriage awaited us: but here a cliamberlain reminded him of his inadvertence, 
and of the attention due to eti(iuettc; upon which he took leave of us. Four 
men then came forward, bearing on their .shoulders a light chair, overlaid with 
jdates of chased silver and lined with damask ; the prince entered it, and 
was carricsd hy the sturdy bearers up tlirough the inclined corridors to his 
ap.artmcrits. 

On the very next day the Maharao returned our visit unexpectedly at the 
Armondjan llaugh, partly, no doubt, as a proof of his goodwill towards us, and 
largely, also, out of curiosity. This visit, as might be supposed, set the example 
to the whole Court, and for the next few days we were overwhelmed by visits 
from all the courtiers, from the Dewaii to the Kotwal of the town. 

Sheodan Sing, like all Rajpoots, is j)assionately fond of hunting. We 
nccomj)anicd him on some very jdeasant hunting excursions to the gorges of the 
Aravali Mountains, in the neighbourhood of the town, and succeeded in killing 
several panthers and a very fine tiger. 

On one of these occasions I had an accident, which, although not uncommon, 
often causes the hunter’s deatli. We were in a narrow defile, a few leagues from 
the town, and, the beaters having signalled the approach of a panther, the hunters 
had placed themselves at the entrance of the ravine, through which it would have 
to pass. I was mounted that day on one of the Jiao’s elephants, a magnificent 
animal, which liad for a long time been employed in these expeditions. When 
the panther, scared h}' the noise of the heaters, emerged from the thicket, a ball 
from the prince’s rille rolled him over a few paces in front of us. I was just 
taking aim to put an end to his misery, when my elephant, trembling violently, 
suddenly faced about. The shock nearly upset me, and made my gun go ofti 
whereuixm the elopliunt, panic-struck, went off through the jungle at full speed, 
in spite of the mahout’s elloits to stop him. These sudden panics are not un¬ 
frequent, even among elephants which have been trained for tiger-hunting. On 
such occ-asions, blinded by fear, they take to flight, breaking through every 
obstacle, running against the trees, and often crushing the howdah and the 
huntsman against some branch. The mahout’s presence of mind saved me from 
sharing the fate of Absolom. Striking the animal with all his strength over the 
liead with his iron staff, he succeeded in guiding him towards the bottom of the 
valhsy, which was covered only with low, thorny bushes ; wliere, after going on for 
a quarter of an hour, he stoj»ped short, quite out of breath, and allowed himself 
to be guided without resistance. 

The festival of the Dussera was at hand. I have already had occasion to 
describe it at the Court of Baroda, and will not now revert to its origin. Here, 
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Every year their choice falls on a different person, who is either the most con- 
spicuovis or one from whom they hope to obtain the most. 

One morning, to my groat astonishment, the doorkeeper of the Armondjan 
palace came, and told me that the entrance to the garden was besieged by two or 
three hundred nautch girls, with musicians, &c., who, having chosen our residence 
for the scene of the Nauratri dances, demanded admittance. After consulting 
those around me, 1 found that it would be difficult, even had I wished it, to avoid 
this cu.storn, which wiis for the first time applied to a European; but, not know¬ 
ing the habits of these jteople, 1 thought at first that it was all a hoax. 

The consent was given, and in a few minutes the garden was overrun. The 
avenues and shrubljeries were filled with a gaily dres,sed crowd of young girls; 
some in tight pantaloou.s of embroidered silk, with caps set on one side of their 
heads, and others in plaited kangras with golden belts. 

The crowd was in per]>etual motion, and produced, with its brilliant and varied 
colours, (piite the elfecl of a gigantic kaleidoscope. Soon the kiosks, wliich sur¬ 
round the garden, lagan to fill, small tents were pitched, the fires were lighted, 
and in the twinkling of an eye the garden of the Armondjan was transformed into 
a cam p. 

A deputiitioii of musicians was first sent to settle with me the hour for the 
ceremony of the salam, or presentation, which lasts several days. The nautch 
girls were to pass before us in troops, executing their various songs and dances, 
and each receiving a few rupees—an important detail to them. 1 do not intend 
to carry my reader through these long ceremonies, which, although interesting at 
first, bewime tedious in the course of a few days. I’he daytime was devoted to 
the .salam, and the evening to the religious dances of the Nauratri, which were 
held on the upper terrace of the palace; where an imraen.se carpet covered the 
ground, and torches dippMsd in resin blazed on all sides, vicing with the stars in 
brilliancy. The huge platform wfis occujued by a compact circle of women, 
8]>arkling with precious stones and spangles, in the centre of which a nautch 
girl danced with a languishing air to tlie ancient music of the Indian religion. 
The scene was really quite romantic. The crowd of women only partially visible 
by the \incertain light of the torches above us; the star-bespangled vault of 
heaven; below us the waving tops of the palm-trees and ntms diffusing their 
intoxicating fragrance; the fresh mountain breeze, which came chaiged with the 
scouts of the forest, all coJiibined to give a i)eculiar cliarm to these evenings. 
For the next ten days the i)alace of Armondjan was a scene of great festivity, the 
Kao himself being present on several occasions, no doubt wishing to see how we 
should act under the circumstances. The people of tlic country were greatly 
astonished that, hdlowing the example of other Europeans, we had not attempted 
to avoid the lociil customs, and thus offended those who wished to honour us. 

Here, as at Karoda, the festival of the Dussera winds up with a grand pro¬ 
cession, when the Maharao reviews his whole force. It cannot compete in mag¬ 
nificence with the Sowari of the Guicowar, but it is nevertheless an interesting 
ceitmiony. The principal feature is a car with two platforms, one above the 
other, drawn by four elephants, and called “ In Durban; ” which is surmounted 
by throe dome.s, overlaid with gold and hung with rich draperie.s. On his throne . 
in the centre of it sits the prince, surrounded by the chief personages of his 
Court; and a corps of gunners on dromedaries, each having a blunderbuss on a 
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pivot fixed to the saddle in front of him, surrounds the car, accompanying it from 
the gates of the town with the most deafening salutes, Tlie rest of the procession 
is formed of the regular troops, partly dressed in imitation of the Euglisli sepoys. 

The Sowari proceeds to a palace, about a mile from the town, overlooking tho 
scene of operations. There the courtiers take their places in the gallci-ies; in the 
centre of which are two thrones, one occupied Ity the itao, the other by a silver 
idol of the god Eama. In front of the palace is erected a coarse elligy, made of 
wicker-work, about twenty feet high, representing the giant Havana, king of 
Lunka, the implacable enemy of Eama. A dense crowd covers the esplanade, 
only leaving a narrow path from the palace to the foot of the elligy. As the sun 
disappears below the horizon, the Eajah rises, and, leaning over the balcony, cries 
with a loud voice to a messenger mounted on a ciimel, “Go and ask Havana if we 
are to prepare for war.” The saniwallah goes off at a gallop, and returns with a 
negative answer from the god. Various other questions are then asked and 
answered, all tending to show tlait the Hao’s army is invincible, and tliat his 
enemies, alarmed at his preparations, intend to jn-eserve universal peace. 'J'he 
signal is then given, tlie cannons thunder, the rnatcli is put to the combustibles 
with which the eitigy is filled, and tho ghastly spectre of war burns and crackles 
in the flames, amidst the acclamations of the crowd. It was at this ceremony 
that the princes formerly announced to the assembled people and army the 
expeditions which were about to take place. 

What with festivities and researches, we prulojiged our visit at Ulwur until 
neai'ly the end of October; and we were on the i)oint of starting for Delhi, winm 
an official notice informed us that the Viceroy of India had just convoked all tho 
kings and princes of Hajesthan to an imperial Durbar, w'hich was to be held at 
Agra in November. We were strongly advised to be present at it, as there had 
not been a similar ceremony since the government of Lord William Hentinck, and 
as this Durbar would surpass all those which had preceded it, both in the 
number of the jmnees who would attend in answer to the Viceroy’s invitation, 
and in the splendour with which it would be conducted. 

Tlie Maharao also had received an invitation to the Durbar from the Govenior- 
General, and was making preparations to attend it; and he invited us to accom¬ 
pany him. This determined us to go, for a journey with a rajah could not fail to 
offer us some interest. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 


FROM ULWUR TO A ORA. 

A Royal Ciiiii)).—l)i<;li.—The I’uliice of the Rnjah of Bhurtjiore.—The Festivities at Digh.— 

Sceuudra. 

' HE last days of tlie nioiiLh were employed By the Maharao in 
making preparations for Ids ileparture ; and you can understand 
that it was hy no means a small undertaking, since his whole 
(Jourt accompitnied him, together with an escort of 3000 men. 
Th(! ]>rince had to take his state-tents and a part of the furid- 
^ tiire from his palace, so that, during his stay at Agra, he might 
i(;ceive the nipresentatives of the Ihiglish Governm(*nt in a suitable manner. Mis 
eleiihants and horses would necessarily follow in his suite, together with dancers, 
musicians, ami the tlujusaiul jiarasitcs who form part of the establishment of 
Asiatic priiKsiS. Besides all this, we had our camp, comprising several tents, one 
of the chief’s khansanudis, two cooks, eight bearers, four sowai-s, and about fifteen 
ferash(;s, lascars, and hulkaras, besiiles our servants. Four saddle-horses, two 
riding-dromedaries, ten camels, and four carriages completed our outfit. 

On the 31st of October the Itao started for Ilalena, where he was to meet 
Oolonel E— -, the Viceroy’s Agcait, naming Govindgurh, the second stage, as 
our place of rendezvous. Our tenl.s had gone the evening before to llamgurh, 
situated about lourtecm miles from IJlwur, where the camp was formed; accord¬ 
ingly, bidding adieu to Armondjan, we set out on our journey. 

On leaving L'lwur towards the east, one enters the beautiful valley which is 
fertilised by the sacred watei-s of the Jumna and its tributaries. The land, at 
this season of the year, is clothed in all its riches; the gigantic jowar grows on 
each side of the way to the height of the camels’ saddles, the cotton-tree opens 
its clusters of snow-white balls, and the bajri bends its heavy head with the 
weight of the seed. The country looks fresh and green from the absence of 
regular roads; the way at intervals being bi-oad and furrowed by numberless ruts, 
ami again a mere track winding across the plains. Its extent was covered with 
stragglers; and tattered soldiers, looking like banditti, with their English uniforms 
carefully folded and suspended to the end of their muskets, were marching in 
picturesipie troops, stopping at the corners of the roads to smoke, or sleeping 
stretched out on their backs round the tanks. Picturesque rhutts, a kind of light 
carriage surmounted by a dome of wicker-work enclosed with red curtains, and 
draw’ll by active little oxen, pas.sed us full of young women, the nautch girls, who 
filled the air with their songs and laughter. All these people, whether invited 
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or not, followed the king on his march, and lived at liis expense. There is not a 
living thing, down to the wretched pariah dog in the bazaars, which docs not 
join in the festivities and follow the (siravaus on tlicse occasions. 

On arriving at Itamgurh we found that the greater part of the camp had 
taken its departure. It is always very annoying in a cain])aign to arrive after an 
nnny on the march, but the khansaniah, like a sharp fellow, had from the lirst 
employed his messengeif' so well that we had enough to kce]) us well supjdied for a 
considerable time. The Itao, too, had provided our cellar deitartincnt. Baskets 
of Bordeaux, champagne, hock, &c., followed us, and, as the jolting oi' the carts or 
the swaying motion of the camels might have injured these precious litpioi-s, they 
were carefully suspended to long bamboos and carried by banghy-coolies. 

Itamgurh, where we passed the night, is a tolerably nourishing little town. 
During the following day we resumed our journey. The country as far as Goviiid- 
'gurh is very beautiful, highly cultivated and covered with villages picturesquely 
situated amongst the rocks, which rise on all sides. 

At (lovindgiirh wo found llio royal camp pitched on a large plain at the foot 
of an ancient fortress. It covered a large extent of ground, and presented a very 
.striking efl'ect, with its long lines of tents striped rod and bine, and its droves of 
camels and elephants. An Indian is always hap})y on the march. In front of 
each tent a fireplace was built of bricks, 011 wdiich the odoriferijus curry, and the 
nati<.)nal bread called chupatti, w’ere being cooked. 'J'he tents were ])itched with 
regularity, and exactly on the spots marked out by the ofllcials. 

At the very foot of the fort, away from the smell and noise of the cam]), were 
])laced the royal tents, surrounded by a high khanat or wall of rod cloth, which 
hides the abode of the Itao and Ranees from vulgar eyes. In front of this cloth 
p.alace there was an open S(iu.are, surrounded by the encamiiment of the Hirdars, 
the king’s otllcers, and our tents; and a lofty llagstalf was jihinted in the centre of 
it, from the top of which fioated the royal standard, the live-coloured J’anchranghi. 
At its foot were stationed the royal guard and several pieces of artillery, for the 
morning and evening salutes. One could see that there was a certain amount of 
order in these expeditions, and indeed it is quite necessai'y with such a tickle and 
noisy ))opulation. 

Let us now make our way tlirough the middle of the camp, to its other 
extremity; where a second squaie, similar to tile rajah’s, was placed. Tliere also 
floated a standard, that of the Kotwal, but it was red. Around this flagstalT were 
ranged the police offices, the tom-toms, and iron handcuffs for malefactors. On 
one side of the square were the shops kept by the I}uniah.s, in which dainties as 
Well as the necessary provisions were sold ; on the other stood stalls where bang 
and arrack were sold, besides the low tents of the women and all the interlopers 
who follow an army on the march. 

At nine o’clock, the report of a cannon announced the curfew, and silence fell 
upon the camp; everything slept, and soon nothing was to be heard but the shrill 
“ khuburdar ” of the sentinels, alternating with the “ Kon aucwalla ? ” or “ Wljo 
goes there ? ” which accompanied the regular rounds. At daybreak another 
cannon roused the camp. I went outside my tent; but everything was as yet 
quiet; the air was cold and keen, and a veil of bluish vapour hung round the 
tops of the tents. In the square several Rajpoot soldiers were huddM, shivering 
round a fire; while in front of the palace a company of athletic mercenary 
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Beloochees, standing in a line, were saying their morning prayers. They bowed, 
raised themselves again, and prostrated themselves before the sun, which indicated 
the position of Mecca to them, with the air of automatons. As soon as the suns 
rays began to gild the earth, this ants’ nest was roused. 

The Maharao had joined the camp during the night, and we were not going 
to proceetf on our journey till the next day. As for me, with the exception of a 
rapid expedition against the snipe in the neighbouring marshes, I passed the day 
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in amusing myself with the scenes which surrounded me, so full of life, colour, 
and originality. What a subject for an artist! And what a pity that our artists 
are satisfied with their conventional East, which extends no further than Egypt, 
or, at the most, Asia Minor! In the evening we visited the ancient fortress with 
Sheodau Sing, but it afforded little interest. 

On the night of the 3rd of November we quitted Govindgurh, in company 
with the rajah. The road was obstructed by artillery and camp baggage, and it 
was not till daybreak that we passed the frontier of the states of Bhurtpore, near 
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Nuggur, a tolerably important town. To the mountains now sticceedod great 
stony plains, of a sterile and desolate appearance; and at eight o’clock we 
reached Digh, whose marble cupolas appeared rising out of a green oasis. 

Digh is one of the most ancient cities of India. Under the name of Uiragh 
or Diraghpoura, it rivalled Mutlira even in the time of Krishna, that is, about 
fifteen centuries before the Christian era. 

It is at present the capital of the Jat kingdom of Bhurtpore. Its magnificent 
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fortifications, built in 1730 by King Souraj-Mull, made it possible in 1805 for a 
few French officers, in the service of Scindia, there to check for a time the 
victorious army of Lord Lake, after tlie great battle of Laswara, ist Novcmbw 
1803. Souraj-Mull also built a splendid palace at Digh, about the year 1725, 
which is considered a masterpiece of modern Hindoo art It is composed of 
several Bhowans, or detached pavilions, surrounded by a very large garden, 
placed between two pieces of water, outside the citadel. 

The principal edifice is the Gopal Bhowan, built on a high terrace on the 
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bank of the western pond. Its front on the water-side is very elegant, with its 
balconies and colonnades, and the two marble kiosks which, as it were, frame 
it. But the most wonderful building is the Dewati Khas, or great audience- 
hall ; a magnificent hall, supported by several rows of columns in a suitable 
style. 

The gardens are planted with orange and other fruit trees, and intersected by 
beautiful and shady avenues paved with stone, and are irrigated by canals; and 
they arc surrounded by splendid pavilions, in the style of the Gopal Bhowan, 
communicating with each other by terraces, which are the abodes of the ladies 

and nobles. One of them sup¬ 
ports huge reservoirs which 
feed a complicated network 
of fountains. 

At the end of the central 
walk, in front of the Dewan 
Khas, there is a fine sheet of 
water, overlooked by a terrace, 
planted with laige trees and 
adorned with several kiosks. 
One of these kiosks, called the 
Muchee Bhowan, or “Abode 
of Fish,” is a light stone 
building, surrounded at its 
summit by a gutter; which, 
when the great fountains play, 
discharges a sheet of water 
ill the form of a crystal, with 
numberless jets radiating on 
all sides in the shape of 
bouquets. 

On the opposite bank 
rises a lofty and sombre tower, 
of considerable size,anued with 
huge guns. This was the don¬ 
jon of Souraj-Mull’s citadel. 

A hulkara had come to 
Govindgurh to announce to 
the Maharao that the. liajah 
of Bhui-tpore had placed the apartments of the palace at Digh at his dis- 
ixisal. The Eao accordingly took possession of the Gopal Bhowan, and we 
installed ourselves in one of the south-western pavilions, called the Nandh Bhowan. 
This little palace, built of white marble, is a perfect gem; its walls, both inside 
and out, being covered with a profusion of mosaics in precious stones, which came 
from the mausoleum at Secundra, which Souraj-Mull pillaged in 1761. The 
apartments which we occupied were unique; the ground being paved with fine 
marble, in which beautiful bouquets of flowers are represented by onyx, lapis- 
lazuli, and agate; the skirting-boards, partitions, and cornices glittering with 
gilding and mosaics, and the doors and ceilings being decorated with fine Indian 
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miniatures. The rooms are small and low, but deliciously fresh, and are lighted 
by indented ai’ched windows looking out into the garden. 

The Rao had intended to have resumed the march the same evening, but we 
were very comfortable there, and the Kamdar of Rhurtporc promised us a giund 
fete ; so we remained there another day. 

During the day the old Nawab of Tonic, the fonuer chief of the Pindaii 
brigands, who was encnmixsd at no great distance, came to have a look at the 
woVulcrs of Digh, and paid us a visit at the Nandh Rhowan. 

On the 14th we were present, with Sheodan Sing, at a nautcb, which was 
given us Ity the authorities of Digh in the court of our jravilion. The dancers, 
who were women, were of the Jat tribe, and belonged to the temples of the town; 
and they went through several religious dances of an original character. At twelve 
o’clock the giirden gates were opened to the people of Ulwur, and the great water¬ 
works began to play. There was scarcely anything but simple jets, though of 
these there was an immense number; but they did not present that variety of 
combination which may be seen at Versailles and other j»arks. 

'J’bc principal fountain is the Muchee Rhowan, and the elfect it produces is 
charming. The Rao, followed by all his court, walked ceremoniou.sly round the 
garden, stopping at each basin. ’Phe entrance to the Miichee Rhowan looks 
dangerous and slip])ery, and it is difficult to jKJiietrate to the interior without 
getting wet. We entered, however; and, when once we were inside, those 
practical jokes commenced which are so much relished there, and which enabled 
us to escajw only at the exjrense of a thorough wetting. 

In the evening, sweetmeats and cakes made with melted butter were distributed 
to the people of the camp in the garden; and two tables, richly served, were placed 
in the Dewan Khas, one for the prince and a few of his friends, and the other for 
us. After dinner the fete was terminated by a general illumination—Bengal lights 
and fireworks. . 

We left Digh on the 5th, and .after a luiirch of three days through the rich 
English province of Agra, enc.amping first at Sonk, then at Ferah, and hunting 
each day with the Rao, we re<ached the small town of Secundra. In this place is 
built the wonderful mausoleum of the Emperor Akbar, the greatest monarch of his 
day in India. Agra w,as now otdy a few miles distant from us, but the forms of 
etiquette prevented the Maharao from entering until the loth. We passed the 
few intervening d.ays with him huntmg on the Jumna, which Hows near Secundra, 
whilst the evenings were given up to the amusements of the Diwali. 

On the loth the English authorities, represented by several Political Agents, 
came officially to meet the Maharao, and we all entered Agra together; he to 
encamp in the suburb of Shahgunge, and we in the cantonments, among some 
good friends who had offered us their hospitality. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 


AGR/l. 

7'lic Portreas of Akbar.—The Mo»()uc of Poarla.—Tlic Taj.—The Maiisoleiiin of Elmaddowlah.— 

The Gardens of the Jumna. 

GRA, tlic cupital of tlie North-west Province.^ of Bengal, is one of 
tiie principal cities of India, and its inagiiilicent monuments have 
rendered it celebrated throughout tlie whole world. 

In the lirst centuries of our era it was the capital of a Pal 
kingdom, hut it had become notliing more than an insignificant 
Jat town wlien the Emperor Secunder, of the Pathan dynasty 
of the Lodis, established hiimself there in 1488; and, in i 523, Shere Shah, the 
successful rival of Houmayoim, constructed a citadel round the palace of the 
Lodis, on an eminence near the Jumna. The grandeur of Agra dates only from 
the reign of Akhar, wlio, in 1556, made it tlie capital of tlie Mogul Empire, giving 
it the name of Akharabad (by which name it is still called by the natives), and 
enriching it with numerous monuments, liazing the Pathan fortress to the 
ground, he rejilaced it with a vast citadel, with marble palaces and mosques, like 
a second Acropolis. Jehanghir and Shah Jehan carried on the work of Akhar, 
and endowed Agra with the Etniaddowlah and the Taj, a marvel of marvels; but, 
after the death of the Empress Mumtazi Mahal, Shah Jehan abandoned Agra, and 
took up his residence at Delhi. 

Since then this opulent city has experienced many reverses. After the battle 
of Paniput, which marked the downfall of the Mogul Empire in 1761, it was 
sacked by the savage Jats of Souraj-Mull: fifteen years later the Mahrattas 
carried off all that had escaped the raimcity of the Jats; and finally,, in 1803, the 
city was taken from Scindia by Lord Lake, and- has since remained in the 
po.sse.ssion of the English. Under tlie administration of its new masters it has 
recovered frimi its misfortune.s. Its population, which fell from 700,000 to 
10,000, now numbers 190,000, and it bids fair to become a great emporium of 
commerce in the East Indies. Situated on the right bank of the Jumna, a 
magnificent tributary of the Ganges, it is connected by its railways with Bengal, 
the Deccan, and the Punjaub. Tliis advantageous position enables it to hold- 
commercial intercourse with Rajpootana and the rich province of Doab. 

The town itself is clean and cheerful, but is of little interest, as it is only just 
rising from its ruins. To build a house it is only necessary to dig, when the 
materials, consisting of stones and bricks of the time of Akbar, will be found 
ready to hand. On the south-west, about a mile from the town, are the English 
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cantonments, consisting of a great number of fine buadings surrounded by gardens, 
tlie baiTacks, bazaai’s, and several churclies. 

The fortress of Akbar lies to the south of the town, on the banks of the 
Jumna, and covers a considerable area. It is enclosed by a line of inonumentxl 
walls of red sandstone, with uidented battlements, measuring twenty-'tive yards 
al-tove the ditch, and there are four gateways, with drawbridges; and in front of 
thig first line there used to be a row of bastions, but tluty are now in ruins. 
This fortress looks imposing, and even formidable; but its walls, which are built 
of enormous blocks of .stone, would not staml a sharp aumonade. Tliis was the 
case when I/jrd Lake besieged the town. The first shots did such damage that 
the pliice had to surrender at once. 

The principal gate of the citaded faces the north, and in front of it rises the 
Jummah Mu.sjid, or Cathedral Mosque of Agra. It is a noble structure, of the 
time of Akbar, standing on a marble terrace ; the exterior is of red sandstone. 
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relieved by bauds of marble; there are three pointed gateways, and the whole is 
surmounted by three Mogul domes of great height. 

The first thing you come to, after crossing the drawbridge, is the Dewani-Am, 
or Palace of Justice of Akbar, the frontage of which, measuring 600 feet, extends 
the whole length of a court, surrounded by cloisters. This jxalace is constructed 
on the same plan as the Dewan Khas at Ambir: the vaulted roof is supported Ity 
three concentric rows of columns ; but, the intervening .spaces having been walled 
up by the English, it is difficult to judge of the size of the hall. It is now the 
arsenal of the citadel, and the court is filled with cannon and shot. Amongst the 
curiosities collected there by the English Government may bo seen the throne of 
Akbar and the celebrated gates of Somnath. Tlie throne of Akbar is a long seat 
of marble, inlaid with precious stones, and surmounted by a graceful marble 
canopy; and the gates of Somnath are two heavy wooden doors, four yards in 
height, which are finely carved. During the first centuries of our era they guarded 
the entrance to the temple of Krishna at Somnath in Goojerat; but in the tenth 
century the Sidtan Mahmoud^after having pillaged the town, carried off the gates 
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to Ghnzni, his capital. It was at Somnatli that Mahmoud, the fierce iconoclast, 
ordered all the idols to he destroyed. In vain did the Brahmins offer him large 
bribes, entreating liim to spare the statue of Krishna. He destroyed it with his 
own fiand, and found that the interior was filled with jewels of considerable value. 
After the English had confjuered Affghanistan and taken Ghuzni, Lord Ellen- 
borough removed the gates of Somnath to Agra; and he made this the subject of 
a i)oni])ous proclamation. After so much discussion about these gates of Somnath, 
one begins now to doubt wlicther they really did come from the Hindoo temple. 
1 am of opinion that Lord Kllenborongh was mistaken about them, and that they 
w(!re only the gates of Mahmoud’s tomb ; for they are made of Deodara wood, 
wliieh does not grow in India Proper, and the design, which is exactly similar to 
that of the sculptures of the Ebu Touloun at Cairo, does not at all resemble 
H i n (I ()o woikm ai i shi j). 

Beliiiid the Arsenal extends the Imperial Palace, which is in the most perfect 
state of pr(!serva.tion. It consists of numerous pavilions with gilded domes, cx)n- 
iKicted by terraces, galleries, and castellated walls, all built of the beautiful white 
marble of Ilajpootana: .and the court,s arc still planted with llowers, and inter¬ 
sected by numberless small canals. The interior of the apartments is dccorfited 
with tine mosaics ; ami the windows, which .are half closed by a curtain of marble 
finely carvasd to reju'csent lace, ovejlook the romantic valley of the Jumna. At 
one eml of the palace is tla; emjteror’s bath-room, with panels of lapis-lazuli inlaid 
with gold, fountains, .and silver mirrors—a luxurious apaitmeiit, which recalls the 
descrij)tions in the “ Arabian Nights.” 

On a terrace in front of the Dewan Kh.as is an enormous slab of black marble, 
where Akbar the Great u.sed to sit to administer justice. The sliib is cracked in 
ludf, and in the centre are two red stains. According to the legend, when Agra 
was taken by the .bats, Souraj-M>dl se.ated himself on this slab, which immediately 
gaped o])en, and blood was seen to issue from it; and upon Lord Ellenborough 
making the same attempt, the stone broke quite in two. Next to the imperial 
throne is the small white slab for the court buffoon, who mimicked every action 
of the emjieror. 

I’mh'.r the ])alaee are extensive corridors, delightfully fresh and cool, where, 
according to tradition, the ladies of the Court passed the hot hours of the day, 
attirtid in a light costume. .Subterranean jiassiiges diverge in all directions, the 
exits of which arc unknown, but it is thought that they communicated with the 
country and the river. 

Climbing the steepest part of the hill, one passes the ruined palace of the 
Lodis, where a few beautifully sculptured ]nllai‘s and lintels make one regret that 
the English Government have thought it necessary to destroy it, in order to con¬ 
struct barracks with the materials. Not far from here may be seen a beautiful 
monolith, called Py.ala-i-Akbar, or the Cup of Akbar. This vase, which is eight 
feet in height, six feet in diameter, and six feet in depth, is finely polished, and 
oriiamented with a wreath of beautifully sctilptured ilowers. 

Thence one .advances to the Mooti Musjid, or Mosque of Pearls, which might 
be more justly termed the Pearl of Mosquea It is a small white marble building, 
standing on a ro.so coloured terrace; but its lines and proiwrtions are so sym¬ 
metrical and perfect, that it may be considered the principal architectural monu¬ 
ment of the fortress. It is .situated at the extremity of a courtyard, surrounded 
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with arcades of marble, and paved with the same material; and the purity of its 
dazzling whiteness is not marred by the introduction of colour or mosaics, and the 
effect is most striking. Tliroc domes with gilded pinnacles crown the interior 
saloon, which is divided by rows of pillars into tliree aisles; and the arcades 
meeting al)ove the pillars are arched. Nothing could be simpler and, .at the same 
time, grander than this religious edifice; and one may well quote the words of 
Bishop Heber on visiting it: “ Tliis sjwtless sanctuary, showing such a pure spirit 
of adoration, made me, a Christian, feel liunildetl when I considered that no 
architect of our religion had ever been able to produce anytliing equal to this 
temple of Allah! ” It is easy to recognise in tlio Mooti Musjid the architecture 
of the time of Shah Jehan, by whom it was built in 1656. 

The advance of tlie giand Indo-Saracenic architecture, whicli was originated 
by the Kontubs of Delhi and the Ahmeds of Goojerat, reached tlie Jieight of its 
perfection during the reign of Sliah Jehan. Under this prince rose that famous 
school of architects wlio produced the Mooti Musjid and tlie Taj of Agra, the 
Imjierial Talace and the Jummah Musjid of Delhi, which to this day remain 
unrivalled. 

We had not yet seen the marvel of India; but, after leaving the citadel and 
skirting the banks of the river, we arrived at the Taj. 

But first let me give a slight sketch of its history. Tire Taj was built by the 
Emperor Shah Jehan, as a mausoleum for the Empress Mumtazi Malial, or Taj- 
Bibi, who died in giving birth to the princess Jehanara. 'J'his woman, celebrated 
alike for her talents and her beauty, inspired the prince witli such love and 
admiration that he resolved to raise to her memory the most beautiful monument 
that had ever been constructed by man. After a grand consultation of all the 
architects of the East, the plan of Isil Mahomed (Jesus Mahomed) was adopted. 
The mausoleum was commenced in the year 1630, and not completed until 
1647; and during those seventeen years twenty thousand workmen were 
employed. One hundred and forty thousand cartloads of pink sandstone and 
of marble, from llajpootana, were used in this great work; and each province of 
the empire contributed precious stones for the adoi-nment of it, a list of which 
may be found in a manuscrii)t of that time. I'he jasper came from the runjaub, 
the cornelians from Broach, the turquoises from Thil)et, the agates from Yemen, 
the lapis-lazuli from Ceylon, the coral from Arabia, the garnets from Bundelcund, 
the diamonds from Punnali, the mountain rock crystal from Mahva, tlie onyx 
from Persia, the chalcedonies from Asia Minor, the sapphires from Colombo, and 
the conglomerates from Jepulmore, Gwalior, and Sipri. Notwithstanding these 
contributions, and the forced labour of tlie workmen, the total cost of this gigantic 
work was about two millions. 

The Taj is situated on the banks of the Jumna, its golden crescent rising 
270 feet above the level of the river. The garden in front of it is surrounded 
by high embattled walls, with a pavilion at each corner. The principal entrance 
IS a monumental pointed arch, containing several ajiartments, and crowned avith 
a row of kiosks; the exterior is of red sandstone, relieved with liands of white 
marble; and the tympanums of the central arch are ornamented witli mosaics of 
agate and onyx. A caravanserai for travellers extends around the entrance-court. 

On entering this gate we suddenly found ourselves in front of the Taj, which 
appeared in all its dazzling whiteness at the end of a wide jiaved avenue. 
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borilcred on each side with tall cypress-trees. This first view of the Taj is most 
striking, lake a inonntain of white marble, it rises mysteriously above the 
.sombre and luxuriant vegetation of the garden. 

The terrace of ])ink sand.stone on whicli the Taj stands is 960 feet in length 
and 330 in width; and one end of it is bathed by tlie Jumna, while the other is 
only a hiw fc(!t above the level of the garden. A magnificent platform of white 
marble is erected in the centre of this terrace, measuring 15 feet in height and 
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285 feet on every side, which forms a pedestal for the mausoleum; and at each 
corner of tli« platform is a marble minaret, upon which rests a light cupola, about 
I 5 O' feet from the ground. 

The mausoleum itself is constructed like an irregular octagon, the longest 
sides of which measure 120 feet; and it has a terraced roof with four pavilions 
])laccd at the corners, and a magnificent dome in the centre. Each facade is 
j)ierccd with a high Saracenic gate. Hanked on either side by two rows of niches. 
Such are the proiwrtions and the plan of the Taj, and they may bo equally 
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applied, though on a smaller scale, to other Indian monuments; but every line 
lias been calculated with such consummate art that not a single fault c-an be 
detected. The entire edifice, from the base to the summit, is built of white 
marble, inlaid with mosaics forming inscriptions, aral)es(pies, and other decora¬ 
tions ; but these are arranged with so much taste that, in spite of. their great 
number, they ornament the monument without apjiearing too heavy. Every part 
of the exterior, with the single exception of the dome itself, is covered with these 
ifiarvellous mosaics. Here again Ileber remarked with truth that “ the Tfij was 
built by Titans, and finished by goldsmiths; ” and never was cnsket more finely 
carved by the patient hand of Chinese artist. 

It is impossible not to be struck witli the first view of the T.aj, and here the 
traveller cannot, as is so often the case, be deceived and dis.aj)pointeil by an 
exaggerated description. Kepeated visits only serve to bring some new beauty 
to light; and, as 1 myself found, you can live there a week without wearying of 
it, daily discovering new jioints of interest. 

Tlic interior even surpasses the exterior in magnificence; the ceiling, walls, 
and tombstones are one mass of mosaics, representing flowers, fruit, and birds. 
The tombs of the Empress and of Shah Jehan are in the centre of the hall, 
enclosed by a marble screen. A subdued light penetrates through the rose- 
work of the windows, and the imjiressive silence of the place is enhanced by a 
peculiarly musical echo, which can only be compared to that of tlie bajitistry at 
Pisa, which is the finest in Europe, This echo is caiised by tlie dome, which, 
being completely closed by the ceiling of the hall, forms a gigantic whispering- 
gallery. 

Complying with the Mussulman rule which requires a place of worship to be 
attached to every mausoleum, Isfl, Mahomed built, at the western extremity of 
the platform, a beautiful mosque of red sandstone, surmounted by three domes, 
the colour and proportions of which contrast well with the Taj: but, when the 
mosque w'as completed, Isa found that the terrace had a one-sided appearance; 
and to remedy this defect he erected a building similar to the mosque at the 
eastern extremity, which, however, could not be utilised on account of its 
position. This he named Jawub, or Eesponse, as it answered to the mosque. 
What can we think of an architect building, as a mere accessory, an edifice 
which would be the pride of Constantinople or Cairo ? 

The aspirations of the architect went even further, for he contemplated the 
erection, on the opposite bank of the river, of a second 'J'aj, uniting the two with 
a bridge of fairy-like beauty; and his master was on the point of embarking 
in this fresh enterprise, when he was dethroned by his son Aurungzebe, and 
imprisoned for the rest of his life in his palace at Agra. 

The left bank of the Jumna is connected with the town by a floating bridge, 
which is shortly to be replaced by a viaduct for the railway, (^uite a little 
town of warehouses. with bazaars 

and natiYe^l 
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aud a pavilion, which make the total height over 40 feet. It is a fantastic 
combination of Hindoo and Mogul architecture. Although built of white marble, 
there is not a square inch of it, inside or out, from the ground to the ceiling, that 
is not covered with mosaics. 'J'lie dimensions of the monument offer some excuse 
for this profuse decoration, which is certainly carried to the extreme. Tlie upper 
kiosk, containing the tombs of Kwaji Aeias and his wife, is surrounded by a 
marble screen, cut out of a single block, and carved so delicately that it resembles 
the finest lace. 

This mausoleum was erected in 1610, by the Emperor Jehanghir, over the 
tomb of his father-in-law, Kwaji Aeias, Grand Akmat-oud-doulah, or treasurer of 
the empire, of which the present name of Etmaddowlah is a corruption. 

Kwaji Aeias was a native of Tartary, which he quitted to seek liis fortune at 
the Court of Akliar; but he was so poor that he was obliged to perform the 
journey on foot. . liclbre he reached his destination a daughter was born to him, 
to whom he gave the name of Nour Mahal, or Palace of Light. His talents soon 
gained him the favour of Akbar, who made him director of the finances of the 
empire, and he married his daughter, who was remarkable for her beauty, to a 
lioble Turcoman, Sheer Shah, captain of the guards. During a visit which she 
paid to the liegum, Prince Mirza Sulim, afterwards the Emperor Jehanghir, saw 
her, and conceived for her a violent passion. On the death of Akbar, Sheer Shah 
was assassinated, and Nour Mahal became the wife of Jehanghir, under the name 
of Nour Jehan; and from that moment this ambitious woman virtually took the 
reins of government into her own hands, making her father prime minister, and 
coining money with her own effigy. Unfortunately, she had no children by her 
second marriage; she, therefore, married her daughter by Sheer Shah to the 
emperor’s youngest son, after having put out the eyes of Prince Khousrou, the 
heir presumptive, whose mother she assassinated with her own hand. In spite 
of all these crimes, on the death of Jehanghir, Shah Jehan mounted the throne; 
when his first act was to imprison Nour Jehan, to assassinate her protdgd, Shah 
liiar, and to have all the allies of the empress strangled. Mumtazee Mahal, the 
niece of Nour Jehan, inherited the great beauty and talents of her aunt; but 
Shah Jehan wisely kept the government of his empire in his own hands. 

From the Etmaddowlah the banks of the Jumna are fringed with gardens, 
enclosing the palaces, or tlie mausoleums, of the nobles of Akbar’s Court. The 
most conspicuous of these is the llambaugh, containing large pavilions, which the 
municipality of Agra has furnished for the accommodation of travellers; and 
near this is a curious ruined mausoleum, called Chini-Ka-Kosah, or Tomb of 
China. It is a fine building, crowned with a lofty Pathan dome, and built 
of bricks, which formerly were entirely covered with enamelled designs and 
arabesques. These enamels are of great beauty, particularly those on the dome, 
which are of a brilliant sky-blue. 

We cannot bring the list of the marvels of Agra to a close without mentioning 
the Mausoleum of Akbar, two miles from the town; and the palaces of Futteh- 
ywe Sikri, a description of which will be found further on. 



CHAPTER XXV. 


THE IMPERIAL DURBAR AT AGRA. 

Importance of the Durbar.—Arrival of the Viceroy of India.—Ffiteof Sciiidia at the Taj.—Grand 

Keview.—Ceremony of the Investiture of the Order of the Star of India.—Tlie Durbar.—A 

Bull. 

IIE grand Durbar of 1866 may be considered as one of the most 
important events which mark the British rule in India. 

I.,ord Canning, Lord Auckland, and Lord Ellenborougli had 
already presided at Durbars where a certain number of Indian 
kings, either allies or vassals of the Honourable East India 
• Company, were assembled; but to Sir John Lawrence is due 
the honour of representing for the first time at a general Durbar, not merely a 
company of English merchants, but the Queen of England herself, now seated as 
Empress of India on the throne of Akbar and Shah Jehan. Aiul the ceremony 
over winch ho was to preside was to be so magnificent that one would have to 
go back to the most splendid days of the Mogul Empire to find anything to 
compare with it. 

The terrible crisis of 1857 was succeeded by nine years of peace and prosperity, 
during which time the English rule, if not extended, was at least strengthened; 
and now twenty-six sovereign princes, and a great number of powerful feudatories, 
in response to the invitation of the Viceroy, wore coming, according to the ancient 
Hindoo custom, to make obeisance to the British representative. 

No town in India offered so many advantages as Agra for celebrating a 
Durbar. Its situation is central tis regards the principal States of India, being 
within easy distance of Eajpootana, the countries of the Jats, Sikhs, and 
Mahrattas, and Bundelcund and Oude, and by rail only three days’ journey 
from Calcutta, and a few hours from Delhi and the Punjaub. No other town 
could vie with its wonderful situation; its vast plains so well adapted to the 
display of the ostentatious pomp of hundreds of rajahs, the grand monuments 
which form such a glorious page in Hindoo history. Wliat a background to the 
striking scenes of the grand Durbar! 

On the I ith of November Sir John Lawrence entered Agra in state, surrounded 
by a brilliant staff, and was greeted with a salute from the citadel of Akbar. He 
was dressed with extreme simplicity in plain clothes. 

The arrival of the Viceroy was the signal for the ceremonies of the Durbar 
to commence, which are of sufficient interest to warrant a somewhat detailed 
description. On the 13 th, an hour after sunrise, in accordance with the Eastern 
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custom, a deptitation from the Viceroy waited upon the Maharajahs of Gwalior, 
Jeypore, and Joudpore, and the Begum of Bhopal, the only princes who have 
a riglit to this lionour. At ten o’clock we went, with the other Europeans 
present, to a grand levde at the Viceroy’s. At one o’clock the visits from the 
Indian princes to Sir John Lawrence commenced, and occupied the rest of that 
day and the next. Tliese visits were then returned by the Viceroy, and thus for 
several days Agra was filled with the brilliant retinues of the grandees. 

The ceremonies of the Durbar at Agra had attracted a great number of 
inquisitive Europeans and natives from all parts of India, who installed them¬ 
selves as best they could in tents, which formed a huge camp outside the town. 
Although the climate in the North-west Provinces at this time of the year is 
usually temperate, the heat in the middle of the day is quite sufficient to cause 
dangerous ejiidemics among such crowds of human beings. From the first days 
of the Durbar the cholera raged unrestrained, and it was only through the 
strenuous exertions of the English police that it was at length in some degree 
checked; yet the jieople seemed to live without any apprehension of danger, 
and no one appeared to notice the presence of their terrible visitor; and it was 
only by visiting the cemetery of Agra that 1 became aware of the number of his 
victims. 

But the Maharajah Scindia gave the word for the festivities to commence, 
and gaiety and amusements were the order of the day. Scindia, who is one 
of the most powerful princes in Hindostan, had conceived the idea of giving 
an entertainment at the Taj, which the municipality of Agra had placed at his 
disposal; and invitations were issued to the rajahs and the tUite among the 
Europeans, among whom the llesident of Gwalior had the kindness to include 
us. 

On the night of the I Sth, 1 took the road to the Taj, asking myself whether 
it was not almost sacrilege to convert this tomb, which is one of the grandest 
monuments of India, into a plaee of amusement. But it appears that the 
Mussulmans of India do not hold places of sepulture in the same veneration 
as we do; for in all ages the emperors have built their tombs during their 
own lifetime, surrounding them with attractive gardens, to which they personally 
resorted for amusement. We alighted from our carriage in the first court, before 
the monumental gateway leading to the garden; where the gremadiers of Scindia 
formed two lines between which we walked, passing under the immense pointed 
archway, from which hung a thousand lanij'S. From the high flight of steps 
the garden appeared like a gigantic fairy-scene; the fountains throwing up 
showera of glittering siiray, the trees covered with fruit and flowers, and the 
air filled with enchanting music from the orchestras. The long avenues, paved 
with marble, presented a dazzling appearance. There were maharajahs and 
rajahs sparkling with diamonds; governors, diplomatists, and officers covered 
with embroidery; Indian ministers and Eajpoot chiefs; and the great ladies 
of the Court of Calcutta,—presenting a spectacle of which no European 
ceremony can give an idea. But I was struck not so much by the richness 
of the costumes, as by their great diversity and elegance, so many countries 
and races being here represented by the flower of their nobility. Europeans 
might think an entertainment given to the princes and grandees at Agra by 
one of their fellow-countrymen quite an ordinary and simple occurrence; but 
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it was by no means so easy as one would imagine. To bring together people 
who never before in their lives have ay>pcared in public without being surrounded 
with pomp and grandeur,—those princes, who are so proud and jealous of one 
another,—and to make them walk about in a garden, chatting with each other, 
and jostled by the crowd like ordinary mortals, might have been reckoned an 
impossibility; but this was not the case, for the plan succeeded'admirably. 
The powerful Earn Sing of Jeypore was there, appearing somewhat confused at 
having to give place to the ladies, and not a little astonished at the uncere¬ 
monious elbowing of the people near him; but he took it all in good part; 
and farther on Sheodan Sing was gazing with admiration at the English beauties. 

Suddenly at about ten o’clock there ai)peared, at the farther end of the great 
avenue, a snow white mass of colossal ju-ojrortions, suspended in the air. It was 
the 'I’aj, wliich, till now Iiidden by the darkness, had just been lit up with electric 
lights. The effect was magical. After this the illumination became general; and 
the choubdars, making their way among the groups of ijeople, invited every one to 
repair to the banqueting haU, the Jawab of the Taj, an immense apartment 
decorated with mosaics, whore a Homeric rey)ast was prepared, uniting the 
delicacies of Europe and Asia. 

The Euroj»eans were soon seated at the table; the corks flew in all directions, 
and mirth and merriment had free cour.se; while the Indians rennuned standing, 
spectators of the feast without taking part in it To say how much champagne 
was drunk that night would be difficult; but more than one Ihitish warrior 
succumbed to the potent influence of the French wine. The cost of this entertain¬ 
ment to Scindia amounted, it was said, to 20,000 rupees! 

After the supjier there was a disi)lay of fireworks on the banks of the duinna. 
This river bathes the base of the Taj, describing a graceful curve round that 
momunent; and numerous rockets of every description, but all very ordinary, 
were reflected for an instant in the sheet of water. Scarcely was all again 
enveloped in darkness when a line of lire was seen floating down tlie Jumna, 
lighting up the whole river. This eflect was produced by innumerable little lamps, 
thrown from the bridge of Toundlah into the river, and tlius covering it with a 
sheet of fire; which were carried along by the current, and which we watched for 
some time from the terrace, as they gradually receded with the river into the 
obscurity of night. At midnight we were entertained with a brilliant concert from 
the English orchestras, and then the crowd gradually dis})ersed. 

On the 16th November the Viceroy, accompanied by all the I'ajahs, reviewed 
the English army, twenty thousand strong, under the command of General Mans¬ 
field, on the grand esplanade of Agra After the march past, the trooj® took up 
their position and went through a series of evolutions, which they executed to 
perfection. Tire Indian princes must have been much struck with this part of 
the spectacle, and particularly with the rapidity with which the breech-loading 
field-pieces were fired off. 

On the 17th Sir John Lawrence presided over a grand assembly of the Orejor 
of the Star of India, at which several sovereigns and feudatories were invested 
with the insignia of the Order. The ceremony took place in the Shamiana, or tent 
of the Durbais, which is in the centre of the Imperial camp, and all the great 
people were present at it. It was, so to speak, a rehearsal of the Durbar, which 
was to take place in the same apartment. The Shamiana is a spacious jjavilion. 
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capable of containing from two to three thousand jieople; and its khanats form a 
curved arch, supjKnted by light pillars. 

At one end of the aimrtment was the golden throne of the Viceroy, which is 
supiwrted by heraldic lions, and placed on a raised platform covered with cloth of 
gold; and on each side of the tlirone was a row of sofas—those on the left for 
tlie lesser, and those on the right liatid for the higher ranks. 

Tlie Viceroy wore the rich collar, the star, ribbon, and lilac satin robes of the 
Star of India. The ceremony of investiture was very simple. The new candidate 
for knighthood stood before the dais of the Queen’s representative; the Queen’s 
letter was read aloud; the Viceroy then embraced him, and, fastening the ribbon 
and collar round his neck, proclaimed him a knight. After this the Viceroy 
made a short s]»eech, pointing out the prince’s title to the great honour which is 
conferred uimoi him. .Some of these .speeches referred to services rendered during 
,the Mutiny, and allorded an opportunity for an allusion.to those princes whose 
loyalty had not betm conspicuous. Thus, in addressing the Ilajah Muddan Pal 
of Kerowley, Sir John said, “ The Einj)ress of India, in confeiring on you the title 
of (Irand Commander of the Order of the Star of India, wishes to thank you for 
your lidelity, and for the signal services which you rendered to the English 
cau.se during the Mutiny of 1857. At the time when some ])Owerful chiefs held 
back, and cautiou.sly awaited the issue of events, you did not shrink from placing 
yourself at the head of y(nir JlajpooLs, and lighting with us for tlie safety of the 
emjiire.” 

At length the 20th of November arrived, the day ai)]X)inted for the Imperial 
Durbar. From ciarliest dawn Agra was a scene of tumult and excitement, every¬ 
body wished to see the Durbar; but there w.is such a number of Indian princes 
and nobles and English functionaries invited to be present at the assembly that 
there were not more than fifty vacant seats in the Shamiana, and these were 
scarcely sullicient to accommodate the newspaper coiTcspondeiits and other favoured 
vi.sitors. As a French traveller 1 was placed in this last category, and my largo 
acciuaintance procured me a seat at the Durbar. 

At noon the grand esplanade in front of the camp presented a magnificent 
conp-d'feil. Each rajah, surrounded by his Court and displaying all his riches, 
took u]> the position assigned to him, from which he was to proceed in state to the 
Durbar. Hundreds of eleidiants of gigantic size, rivalling each other in the 
magnificence of their trappings, some with houdahs of gold or silver, others 
bearing the standards and royal insignia; tbousands of horsemen—Eajpoots, 
Mahratta.s, Sikhs, and lloundelas; soldiers in every imaginable uniform; thousands 
of eager spe; tatore fnmi every province of India,—such was the crowd which 
thrmiged the Maidan of Agra; and, in the midst of all this confusion, the 
Engli.sh mounted policemen endeavoured to keep some sort of order and arrange 
the processions. 

1 threaded my way with great difficulty through the vast multitude, and 
reached the grand avenue, lined with troops, leading to the Shamiana. The tent 
was already crowded with diplomatic agents and English officers, amongst whom 
I found several acquaintances. 

At about two o’clock the procession commenced. According to the rules of 
etiquette, the highest in rauk came last. From the steps of the Shamiana I 
watched this procession, which was the most striking part of the ceremony. Each 
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Sowari, it! turn, advanced up tlie great avenxie; the English troops presented 
arms; the batteries fired a salute; the royal elephant knelt down at the entrance 
of the Shamiana; and an English official, taking the rajali’hy the hand, conducted 
him to his seat. The procession continued without interruption, increasing in 
magnificence from the Boundela chief of Alipoura to the high and inighty lord of 
Gwalior. At length all were seated: the Indian princes on the left of the dais, 
will) their nobles and ministers behind them; and to the right the English 
governors, generals, and officers, whose ricli uniforms appeared quite simple beside 
the Oriental magnificence of the rajahs. There was a pau.se; after whicli the 
choubdars, clad in red and armed with long golden canes, announced the Viceroy, 
when the assembly rose, and Sir John I^Awrence, in full uniform, with liead 
uncovered, slowly cimsed the pavilion axid ascended the stejxs to the dais, amidst 
the firing of cannon and the strains of the National Anthem. 

’At a given signal every one sat down, and the Secretary of State proclaimed 
the opening of the Ilurhar. The tedious ceremony of the nuzzur then commenced. 
Each rajah, escorted by his dewan and the chief thakour of his kingdom, advanced 
towards the dais, and making a slight obeisance to the Viceroy, presented to him 
a piece of gold, which the latter returned to him. Tliis piece of gold represents 
a considerable sum of money, varying according to the rank of the rajah. It is 
presented to the Empress of India, represented by the Viceroy, and, subsequently, 
presents of equal value are given to the chieftains in acknowledgment of the 
compliment. 

But during this ceremony, which does not last less than an hour, let us take a 
rapid glance at the princes present. The first on the right of the throne was Scindia, 
the Maharajah of Gwalior. He represented at the Durbar those terrible Mahrattas 
who, for a whole century, filled India, with fire and blooti, overthrew the Mogul 
Empire, and, by their lawless atrocities, paved tlie way for the British conquest. 
Scindia was dressed with a certain degree of simplicity in robes of brocade, with a 
few diamonds round his throat, and a turban with raised wings. On the immedi¬ 
ate left of the Viceroy, and tlie only rajah on that side, was our friend Ram Sing, 
Maharajah of Jeypore, wearing the robes of the Order of the Star of India and a 
turban covered with precious stone.s. He and the Maharajah of Joudpore, who 
was seated next to Scindia, are the representatives of the Solar race, of the god 
Rama; and they rank next to the Rana of Gudeypoor. Then came the Begum 
of Bhopal, the most important Mohammedan sovereign of Rajesthan. She is 
About fifty years of age, of an energetic and almost masculine type. She was 
dressed in a manly costume, with tight pantaloons of cloth of gold, and a s<atin 
tunic decorated with several oniers. Among the nobles of her suite were the 
dowager’-queen Goadsia Begum. Then came the Maha Rao Rajah of Kotah and 
the Rajah of Kishengurh, both of them Rajpoots, wearing the ancient kangra, or 
short-plaited muslin petticoat ‘ The Maharajah of Kerowley, the young J&t Rajali 
of Bhurtpore, and the Maha Rao of Ulwur, formed a group resplendent with 
jewels; Sheodan wearing a long tunic of black velvet, blazing with strings of 
di^onds. Beside him was the Nawab of Tonk; dressed in a long coat of silk, “ 
without the slightest ornament; and farther on was the Rajah of Dholepore, a 
handsome old man with long whiskers dyed red, who came to the Durbar encased 
lu armour, as though prepared for battle. To these succeeded a long procession 
of Boundelas and Rajpoot princes, all in rich and picturesque costumes: the 



290 


INDIA. 


Maharajah of Ourtcha, the liao Maharajah of iJuttiali, the. Rajah of Sumpter 
tlie Rajah of Cliircari, the Rajah of Bijawur, tlie Raj Eao of Adjcygurii, the 
Maharajah of Chutterpore, the Rajah of Surila, the Jagheerdar of Alipoura, and the 
Rais of Myliere. Next to these, who are all important princes, came six Mirzas, 
members of the ex-imperial family of Delhi; and these descendants of Akbar, 
richly dressed and wearing the dress of the princes of the blood, saluted the 
Englisli Viceroy, from wliom they receive pensions. I.ast came zemindars, 
rajalis, and jagheerdars, some of whom possess very large estates. 

After the ceremony of tlui mizzur came tiiat of the khilliit, which naturally 
follows it; the nuzzur being, in fact., the gift ottered to the superior; and the 
khillut, the pi'eseiitation by the suzerain of a title or a ])resent to the vassal. 
Eighty-three khilliits were thus distributed, in tbe same rotation as that observed 
at the nuzzur. They con.sisted of (dephants and horses, which were delivered to 
the various recipients after the Durbar, and jewels, precious stuffs, and other 
articles of value, which were displayed in the pavilion, and pre.seuted to each 
rajah as he came up. 'J'his ceremony lasted even longer than the first, and was 
somewhat fatiguing. 

After tliis distrilnition the Viceroy rose, and delivered an elo(i\ient discourse 
in Hindostanoc, in which he exhorted the Indian princes to govern their States 
with wisdom, to make use of the l>enefits of European civilisation, and to render 
themselves worthy of the friendship of the Emi)ress of India. Tlie Secretary 
of State then announced the conclusion of the Durbar; and the procession left 
the Shamiana in the same order in which it came. 

Such was the solemn ceremony which, while it will always form an era in 
the history of India, was one of the most striking spectacles ever witnessed in 
this prosaic age. 

Tbe iMilitical iiortion of this grand festival at Agi’a terminated with the 
Durbar, but festivities were carried on until tbe end of the month. The Rao 
of Ulwur and the I'l iuce of Vizianagram gave brilliant entertainments; and, 
to wiml up the proceedings, Ram Sing gave a grand ball, whereat a Hindoo 
prince, the d(!.scendant of Rama, was seen figuring in a quadrille with an English 
lady on his arm ! 



CHAPTER XXV[. 

THE KINGDOM OF BHURTPORE. 


Travellitig Waggon.— UliiirtiHiTv.— 'I In; Jilts _Tlio 'I'wo Siogns.—Cai)t.aiii Fantome.—RuiiiH of tho 

Fortifs.'i. 

HE I )inl(iu' li!i,(l taken me call of tlie way; and tlic now.s whicli 
I liad received from the l<higlisli vcaidents and from the inhtibit- 
ants of tlie surrounding emintry, who Iiad come from all parks 
to he ju-esent at this solemnity, caused me to comple.Udy alter 
my route. After leaving Jeyjiore, I had intended to vi.sit Delhi 
and lailiore tind Caslimere. Now 1 fancied, however, that the 
huge triangle comprised between tlie Gangi's on tlie north, tlie Cliambul on the 
west, and the A'indhyas on the .soiitli, commonly called Central India, offered a 
wide field for study, abounding in monuments of tho greatest antiquity. Of tliis 
district, witli the exception of a tew nqiorts from the English Hesidcnts published 
by scientific societies, very little is known. 1 accordingly tracfid out on my map 
a route, which, after leading me tlirough Ihindelcund to Bhopal, would bring me 
back to Agra, through Malwa and JIaraouti. 

At Agi-a I found myself again thrown on my own resources in an English 
cantonment. J'here were no more rajahs to lend me camels or carriages, and 
travellers were so rare that it was with the greatest difficulty that I secured the 
means of continuing my journey as 1 had intended. At length, however, I found 
a Mussulman who possessed a vehicle capable of taking us and our baggage to 
Bhurtpore; but we were to take it no farther. This vehicle was a slmter-clwpaya 
—a kind of large covered waggon, placed, without any springs, on four low wheels, 
and drawn by four lean camels harnessed k la Damnont. The appearance of this 
turn-out was by no means reassuring, though rather picturesque. 

Here another trouble awaited me. d’he servants Avhom I had brought from 
Baroda declined to go any farther. I accordingly had to dismiss them and get 
new ones; by no means an easy matter, esjiccially on the point of leaving. All 
this took time, and we did not (piit Agra till tho evening of the 15th December. 
Our departure, however, took place without further ti’ouhle, and the carriage 
started gaily, swung along by the camels at a trot; but, like all roads in 
India, the one we were following came to an end on a large plain of sand, in 
which the wheels of our conveyance sank up to the axles. Our pace slackened; 
awful lurches threatened every moment to di.slocate the clwpaya, and soon the 
camels were reduced to a walk. In spite of every effort, we were obliged to 
resign ourselves to this inconvenience, and followed the funereal caravan on our 
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hoi-ses. It took us the whole night to traverse tlie distance that separated ns 
from Bhurtjwe, and it was not tiU daybreak thiit we sighted the JAt citadel 
rising out of the plain in front of us. At eight o’clock we reached the gates of 
the town, and being conducted to a small palace, near the royal habitation, where 
apartments had been prejiared for us, we took possession of our rooms, thoroughly 
knocked up and anathematising the shuter-cho])aya and its inventor. 

Bhurtpore is the capital of the JAt slate of the same name, which lies between 
the kingdoms of Jeypore, Ulwur, Dholcpore, and the province of Agra. Tire 
jKjpulation is estimated at i o i ,000. 

Tlie Juts appear to have occu|)ied the first rank, in point of numerical force 
and importance, in Western India and Transoxiana since the time of Tomyris and 
t.!ynis. In the fourth century history mentions a Yuti or Jut kingdom in the 
runjaub, but without indicating the time of its foundation. 

I'he exact period of their finst appearance in India is not known. The Kaj- 
poots, at any rate, found them firmly established, but still preserving the 
characteristic habits of the Scythian tribes. They were a nation of shepherds, 
almost nomads; and without any form of government but a council of the elders 
in each tribe. Their only divinity was Amba Bhawain, the Hindoo Sibyl, 
represented by a young Jut woman; but they rejected the Brahmin theocracy. 
According to their traditions, they came from the country beyond the Oxus. Tod 
thinks that the Asidglis, one of their chief tribes, are no other than the Asi of 
the Oxus and the Jaxartes, who overthrew the Oreek empire in Bactriana; and 
the same authority holds it not improbable that the Jats arc the parent tribe 
from which sprang those Jits or Jutes who invade<l the north of Europe, and 
settled, amongst other places, in Jutland. 

The victorious Itaj}x)ots w’cre obliged to respect the privileges of the jats, 
who relinquished, indeed, the first rank to them, but kept possession of the land; 
and in some states, as at Bikanir, the Rajjxwt j^rinces have themselves crowned by 
the J&t senate on succeeding to the throne. 

The Jats oppo.sed the Mussulman invasion with an obstinate resistance. In 
1026 they stox)ped Mahmoud on the banks of the Indus; in 1205 the Emperor 
Koutub had to dispute with them the possession of the country of Hansi; in 
1397 their legions were dastroyed while opposing the march of Tamerlane; and, 
lastly, the Emperor Baber, in his Commentaries, pays a tribute to their courage. 
Luckier than the Rajpoots, they managed, in.conjunction with the Malirattas, their 
cousins of Southern India, to overthrow the Mussulman power. They gained pos¬ 
session of Agra and Delhi, and would probably have become a powerful and impor¬ 
tant tribe hn.d it not been for the English conquest which checked the movement. 

At the commencement of our century the J&ts of the Punjaub, known, since 
their conversion to the precepts of Namuck, under the name of Sikhs, succeeded 
in founding a very powerful kingdom, under Runjeet Sing; and Napoleon, seeing 
their power increasing, concaived the idea of overthrowing, with the help of the 
Sikh J&ts, the English dominion in India. For this purpose he sent French 
officers to them, such as Allard, Ventura, Avitabile, and others, who made the 
Sikh army the finest native force in India Tliis great Scythian race, which, under 
the various names of Yuti, Getes, Jfits, Jfi,ts, or Sikhs, has shown so much power 
and vitality, still furnishes the very best native soldiers to the empire 

The J&t type belongs to the Indo-European family. Their physiognomy is 
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bright and intelligent, the forehead high, the nose aquiline, and tlie hair and 
beard abundant They are generally tall and well made, intrepid and courageous; 
and their appearance and carriage are prepossessing. The purest model of the 
JjU tribe is a Sikh warrior, one of tlie liandsomest typos of the liuman race. The 
women are often very pretty, and always taller than those of other Indian tribes; 
and they never go out veiled. 

Bhuitpore is especially famous for the two sieges it sustained from the English. 
In *1804 Bnnjeet Sing, Eajah of Bhurtpore, had become one of the most powerful 
princes in India. An ally of the English for a short time, he soon, however, 
joined Holkar ; but, being defeated at Laswari and nt Digh, he was obliged to 
retire into liis capital; whereupon General Lake immediately marched upon 
Bhurtpore and invested it. The trenches were opened on the 4th of January 
1805 ; and, the breach being considered practicable on the evening of the 9th,* 
Lake ordered the attack to be made at night; but, in spite of its vigour, it was 
repulsed with a loss of 456 men to the English. A second and still more 
disastrous attempt was made, tlic breach having been effected at a more favourable 
point; but the flooded moat was impassable. The English had to swim across to 
the ramparts, but they were compelled to retreat, leaving 600 men in the breach, 
of whom twenty were officers. Three other successive assaults cost the English 
1200 men, or more. Tlie licsieged defended themselves with a courage and 
obstinacy equal to that of their enemies ; in no other siege, indeed, had tlie native 
tribes offered so stout a resistance. The English army became enfeebled, and its 
material useless ; so Lake had to content himself with blockading the town. Tlie 
Itajah of Bliurtixire, knowing that his means of holding out must come to an end, 
took advantage of this state of things to demand and obtain favourable conditions; 
and the siege was raised after a duration of three months and twenty days, the 
English having in that time lost 2334 men and a great many officers. 

In 1825 the Jilt Dourjun S&l overthrew the grandson of liunjeet Sing, and 
gained possession of the throne of BhurtiJore. The English besieged the town for 
the second time, though now in aid of the legitimate rajah. Lord Combermere 
opened fire on the town on the 14th of December, which was vigorously responded 
to by the besieged; and by the i8th of January 1826, two breaches were 
thought practicable, when an* attack from two sides at the same time was resolved 
upon. In spite of the explosion of a mine, which threw the English ranks into 
confusion, and in spite of the heroic defence of the old Jat grenadiers whose 
liodies filled the breach, the town was taken. This victory was of some importance 
to the EnglisL In the time of Lake they had been once defeated before the 
walls of Bhurtpore, and they might possibly have been again defeated, had not the 
want of ammunition forced the citadel to surrender. The walls of Bliurtpore were 
made to expiate the pride of their early triumphs. The inhabitants witnessed 
the demolition of the fortifications they had named the Fortress of Victory, which 
they boasted that they liad built with the corp.se^ of General Lake’s soldiers. 
After the capture of the town I.iord Comliermere reinstated Bulwant Sing on the 
throne, and placed him under the protection of England. 

The present rajali is only sixteen years old. During his minority his states 
are governed by a regency council, presided over by the English Agent, whose 
power is only controlled by the Imperial Government. 

Malcolm’s “.Central Tiidia." 
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lJhurti)ore occvipies the site of an ancient city, founded hy the hei’o Bharat, of 
which not a vestige now remains. The present town dates only from the time of 
Souraj Mull, or the middle of the eighteenth century. Its ramparts, which were 
built in a modern style and of formidable strength, consist now of a long line of 
ruins. The only point of interest is tb® citadel, whicli stands in the southern 
quarter of the town, and is within the line of fortifications; but its walls, 
thoroughly dismantled by the English, give a very poor idea of its ancient 
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splendour. The bastion of Jowar Sing, wlio was one of tlie four defenders of the 
fort, may still be seen in a fair state of preservation. It is a round hillock filled 
up and strengthened liy a thick atone wall, on the summit of which is built a fine 
pavilion of sandstone, covered with remarkable sculirtures, from wliich an extensive 
view of the town and its suburbs is to be had. Near the bastion is the gate of 
Juggernath, which tlic English took by storm after a severe struggle. The 
interior of the citadel offers a melancholy spectacle, presenting nothing but the 
ruins of palace.s, already more tlian half overrun by vegetation. The only thing 
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that I'eiuains intact is a liaudsorae pavilion, built of red sandstone, and surmounted 
by a cupola; which is wrongly attributed to the usurper Dourjun Sill, whereas, in 
reality, it is the most ancient pi ;ce of architecture in the whole citadel. 

Close beside these ruins stands a long line of buildings, a curious mixture of 
(*\’e.ry style of architecture, Saracen, Hindoo, JAt, and other. This is jtlip modern 
palace of the rajahs. It contains several handsome marble courts, an audience- 
chamber, a temple, and one of those European museums which the rajahs of our 
tiin6 affect so much. / 

On the north of the town is situated tlie Moti Jhil, or Lake of the Pearl, 
which has played an important part in the defence of the town. It is an artificial 
lake, several miles in circumference, and, being on a higher level than the town, 
the approaches to the ramparts can be Hooded at any moment to a considerable 
extent. At present they do not allow the water to accumulate in the lake, except 
during the rains. In October the dams are opened, when the bed runs dry and is 
('ultivated. Bliurtpore only oilers a pui-idy historical interest; and, in the absence 
of the Court, which at that time was at Digh, we found it rather dull: but an 
unlucky accident compelled me to remain there foi" some days. On the fatal 
night of the 1st, I lost my hat, one »)f tho,se felt helmets without which, a 
European cannot endure the rays of the sun; and as this Jat town tlid not then 
)>ossess a hatter, I had to await the return of a messenger whom 1 had de.spatched 
to Agra to repair my loss. 

An unexpected meeting, however, helped us to pass the time at Bliurtpore. 
On returning from an excursion through the town, 1 received a card bearing the 
inscription “ Monsieur Fantome: ” tlie prefix Motmeur bespoke him a Frenchman. 
I immediately went to the address given, and tliere found a good-looking half- 
caste, who introduced himself to me as a descendant of the famous French 
adventurer Captain Fantdme, who rendered himself famous in the service of the 
Scindias during the wars at the end of tlie last century. The descendants of this 
man are now inhabitants of Bhurtpore, where they are employed about the 
Court; and tiiey are very proud of the title of “ Frenchmen,” although they are 
ignorant of the language. We spent Christmas night with these kind folks, and 
did not fail to drink to the iirosperity of Franw, while tlie old father, a very 
worthy man, told us of the exploits of his ancestor—how at the head of his 
Mahratta troops he had on several occasions defeated the Mogul army, and how, 
when besieged in a village later on he had heroically' defended himeelf against the 
Englifili. The country we were about to traverse, as far as Cwalior, still re¬ 
members the exploits of these French adventurers, 1 ‘en’on, Dc Boigne, Jean 
Baptiste, and others. 

An order from the Agent procured us the necessary camels; and just lieforc 
our departure the young rajah arrived, whom 1 thanked for the hosj)itajity he had 
so graciously offered us, both here and at Digh; but 1 resisted his invitation to 
prolong our visit. The rajah sjieaks English fiuently', and has received a good 
education; but he is very timid, and is evidently afraid of committing himself jn 
the absence of the Political Agent. He is a prince of the modern school, and 
a.ssuredly will never give any trouble to his suzerain. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE RUINS OF FUTTEHPORE. 

Futtelipore-Sikri.—The Euhis.—The Torah of Selim.—The Emperor Akbar and the Saint. 
—The Palace of the Padishah.—The Game of Piicheesee.—The Dewaiii-Khas.—The Old 
Guide of Futtehpore. 


HE rniii,s of Futtelipore, the Versailles of the great Akbar, 
cover tlie suuunit of a hill twelve miles from Bhurtpore. On 
leaving that town, we travelled across a succession of mono¬ 
tonous plains alternately composed of marshes and rocky 
deserts. The horizorj was unbounded, except on the east, 
where lay the hill of Futtehpore, the fantastic outline of 
which caught the rays of the rising sun. Even from afar the eye is striiek by 
the number and size of the buildings, which a royal caprice has erected in the 
midst of this desert: one would take it for a large and [xrpulous city. Those 
long lines of palaces with their gilded domes and pinnacles could never have 
been built to l>e so soon abandoned to solitude. The scene becomes grander the 
nearer yt)u approach. On arriving at the foot of the hill, the road passes under 
a majestic gateway, beyond which are the long, silent streets; the palaces still 
standing perfect and entire amidst the ruined dwellings of the people; with the 
fountains and the magnificent gardems, wherein the pomegranate and the jessa¬ 
mine have grown for centuries. The whole scene is of imposing grandeur; and 
the hand of time has fallen so lightly uijon it tliat one might take it for a town 
very rei^ently deserted by its inhabitants, or one of the enchanted cities of Sinbad 
the Sailor. 

The bigarri,* whom we had taken with us from the village of Sikri, con¬ 
ducted us to a bungalow which is maintained by the English Government for the 
accommodation of travellers. This bungalow, which was once the ancient 
kutcheryt of Akbar, is built of red sandstone, and surrounded by a beautiful 
verandah supported by columns. It is situated on the northern extremity of the 
plateau, and overlooks the town on one side and the front of the zenana on the 
other. An old sepoy is placed in charge of the edifice, which contains two com¬ 
fortably furnished apartments. 

The foundations of Futtehpore, “ the Town of Victory,” were laid by Akbar in 
1571, and the ramparts, city, and palace were all completed with extraordinary 
rapidity. Akbar was attracted to this desert by the sanctity of a Mussulman 

* Bigarri, a guide for travellers, furnished by the villages, 
t KuteluTii, court of the magistrate attached to the palace. 
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anchorite, Selim Shisti, who inhabited one of the caverns on the hill. Attracted 
by the situation, he built himself a palace, and finally, being unwilling to give uj) 
the society of the holy man, he resolved to establish there the capital of his 
empire. In a few years this desert spot was transformed into a large and 
populous city; but the death of Selim soon put an end to this prosperity. 
Akbar then saw the folly of trying to place his capital in the midst of these 
sterile plains, unapptoached by any of the great rivers, more especially as he 
possessed the unusually favourable situation of Agra. His resolution was promptly 
takem In 1584 he abandoned Futtehpore with all its grandeur, and carried olf 
the whole population to people his new cajutal of Agr-a. The evacuation was com¬ 
plete ; none of the successors of Akbar cared to carry out his foolish project, and 
very soon the only inhabitants of Futtehpore were wild animals and a few 
anchorites. One is almost tempted to think that Akbar built Futtehpore for the 
sole purj.K)se of giving posterity some idea of his greatness in leaving this monu¬ 
ment of his capricious fancy. 

I’lie fame of Selim still attracts thousands of pilgrims to Ids tomb, where tliey 
assemble at certain seasons of the year; and, to supply tlie wants of these devotees, 
two villages have sprung up on the site of the deserted town, one called Futtehpore, 
and the other Sikri; and it is by this double appellation of Futtelipore-Sikri tliat 
tlie ruins are generally known. Apart from their beauty, which all must admire, 
they are of special interest to the arclueologist as being the work of a single 
individual, and therefore a iwrfect sfajoimen of the style of architecture of his 
epoch. From their marvellous state of preservation you can trace, step by step, 
the mode of life (»f the great Akbar, and can form a just idea of Indian manners 
and customs in the sixteenth century. Everj thing still breathes of the magta- 
ficenc.e of that Eastern Court the fame of winch was carried to Europe by conteni- 
jjorary travellers, whose tales were looked uijon as fables, and the wealth and 
splendour of which excited later the avarice and cupidity of the Westcra nations. 

'J’he tomb of Selim, the imperial palace, and some of the dwellings of the 
Mogul grandees are almost entire. They form a compact group, one mile in 
length, which occupies the summit of a hill 180 feet high. This hill furnished 
the whole of the material of which they are built, which is a line sandstone, 
varying from purple to rose-colour. The stone has been left unornamented 
throughout; but the architects have avoided the monotony of the colour by artisti¬ 
cally arranging its various tints. The mass is now softened by time; and one of 
its chief beauties is this mellow colouring, which blends ground and building 
in one, making the latter appear as though carved out of the peaks of the 
mountain. 

The ruins are the property of the I’ritisB Government, and some effective 
works have been carried out for checking the ravages cau.sed by' the monsoons. 

The tomb of Selim, the patron of the mountain, stands on the highest part of 
the plateau, and is surrounded by high red walls which give it the appearance of 
a fortress. The best view of this monument is obtained by approaching it .from 
the south. On leaving the little village of Futtehpore, you see the grand entrance 
to the tomb on a height above you, with a flight of 150 steps leading to it. The 
gate is placed in the centre of the outside wall, and a Saracenic arch, 72 feet in 
height, fonns the gateway. On cro.ssing the threshold you enter a paved court, 
nearly 500 feet square, surrounded by cloisters of great height; and on the left 
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rises a majestic mosque, with the marble mausoleum of the saint, suiTOUuded by 
the tombs of his descendants. One cannot but feel deeply impressed on entering 
this silent and deserted court: the long, sombre galleries, sui’mounted by a thousand 
cupolas; the gigantic gateway resembling a pnqtylone of Karnak; and the noble 
mosque, whhdi forms a dark red framework to the mausoleum of the saint, the 
dazzling whiteness of which is heiglitened by the foliage of the trees overlianging 
it. In the whole effect there is a mixture of severe grandeur and soft hannony 
which has always characterised Indian Islainism. 

'J'hc mausoleum of Selim is entered by a peristyle supported by two columns. 
It is ornamented with very few mosaics, and differs in this respect from the 
monuments of this class which I have already described; but what gives it a 
riunarkably original ap])earan('e is the fact tliat the walls are notliing but a curtain 
of marble carved in open fretwork, so that the roof only is sustained by pillars. 
Each ])anel is formed of a very thin slab of marble; and wide, sloping cornices, 
u])held by brackets, iutercejtt the rays of the sun. The interior apartment is small 
and dimly lighted, and in the centre stamls the sarcophagus of the saint, which is 
made of mother-of-]rearl and turquoise, and covered with lich stuffs, lamps and 
ostrich eggs from Mecca being suspended from the ceiling. 'J'he tomb is still 
entrusted to the charge of the descendants of Shisti, and the English Government 
allow them to receive the endowment. 

In tlie sixteenth century Sheik Selim Shisti established himself in one of the 
caverns of the hill of Futtehpore ; and he s(»on accprired a wide-spread celebrity 
from tlie ntysterious influence which he exercised over the wild beasts who shared 
Ids solitude. Akbar, on visiting him, was so impressed by his profound reasoning 
that he made him the most brilliant offers by way of attracting him to his Court; 
hut they were refused. He therefore determined to take up his abode near the 
holy man, who rapidly gained considerable influence over him. A popular legend 
relates that it was owing to Sliisti that an heir was born to Akbar. The emperor, 
in the course of conversation one day with the saint in his cell, complained bitterly 
of having no son, and asked whether he might ever hope to have one. “ No,” 
answered Shisti; “it is not written.” The son of the anchorite, aged six months, 
who was sleeping in his cradle, suddenly sat uj), and said to his father—although 
he had never spoken before—“ Oh, fatlierl why do you thus take away all hope 
from the Supporter of the Universe ? ” The sheik, astounded at this miracle, 
replied, “ Oh! my son, it is written that the emperor will never have a son unless 
.some other man will .sacrifice for him the life of his own heir; and surely no one 
is ca|)able of such an act.” “ If you will allow me,” cried the child, “ I will die, 
in order that his majesty may be consoled.” And, before Shisti could interfere, 
he expired. That very day a child was conceived, and in due time born; and 
Akbar, out of gratitude, called him Selim. He became afterwards the Emperor 
.lehanghir. 

The mos<iue, which is very beautiful, is a long building surmounted by three 
domes; and an elevated pediment, ornamented with mosaics, marks the Chapel of 
Friday, the Mussulman Sabbath, on each side of which are three lower chapels 
consecrated to the different days of the week. In front of the mosque is a fine 
marble basin, vdiere the faithful perform their ablutions. The north side of the 
court is covered witii numerous tombs. 

The imiterial palace lies to the east of the tomb. It is a vast collection of 
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separate buildings connected by galleries and courtyards, and covering an area at 
least equal to that occupied by the Louvre and the Tuileries. 

Tlie first building you come to on leaving the tomb used to contain the 
private apartments of the emperor. It now goes by the mime of tapili, or guard- 
liouse, from the fact of its being inliabited by the handful of soldiers who are 
employed to keep off marauders from the ruins. This palace is built with great 
simplicity, its exterior being nothing but a blank walk, with a small court in its 
centre, into wliich the galleries on the different storeys open. On one side is a 
colonnade, profusely ornamented in the Hindoo style; this was the verandah of 
the apartment of Akbar’s favourite wife, and the mother of Jehanghir: and at 
the end of an open space which extends in front of the palace is the kutchery, 
now converted into a bungalow for travellers. 
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A ruined gallery leads from tlie tapili to the Imperial zenana, which is 
surrounded by a high wall. Each princess was allotted a separate palace in this 
enclosure, with^ its own gardens, &e., constructed according to her own taste and 
‘^'is es. The first of these wis tlie palace of the Queen Mary, a Portuguese lady 
whom Akbar liad espoused ; in the a])nrtments of which are numerous frescoes, 
amongst othera one representing the Annunciation.of the Virgin Mary. It is a 
matter of surprise to find a Mussulman prince, in the si.\tcenth century, \yith 
such tolerant views as to allow in his palace a thing so opposed to the principles 
of his religion; but it does not astoni! 3 h one in such an enlightened man as the 
^eat Abfcar. Wishing to ])ut an end for ever to the subjects of discord which 
divided the nations of his empire, he devised the plan of creating a new religion 
which should unite the sympathies of all. For this purpose he assembled a 
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general council, which was attended by the priests of all the religious denomina¬ 
tions of India, and even by some of the Christian missionaries from Croa; and to 
them he submitted his project: but nothing resulted from the discussion. In 
spite of this the cmj)c*ror compiled a voluminous work on the different religions 
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meats, and almost entirely occupied by a basin of vast diinensions, in the centre 
of which is an island built on a terrace, and reached by four stone foot-bridges. 
At the extremity of this court there is a pavilion, the walls and pillars of which 
are enriched with fine sculptures; its rooms overlooking on one side the 
ornamental tank, and on the other a garden stilt ornamented with shrubberies and 
fine trees. This was the abode of one (»t;^kbar’s wives, the Kouini Sultani, 
daughter of one of the Sultans of Constantinople. 

. On a high terrace, to the right of tliis palace, is the emperor’s sleeping- 
apartment ; the ground floor containing a spacious hall with sculptured columns, 
which is half filled up with rubbish. 

On the west of the zenana rises a fanciful construction, called Punch Mahal — 
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“ the Five Palaces; ”—which consists of four terraces, support,ed by galleries, rising 
one above another, and gradually diminishing in size towards the toji, where they 
terminate in a dome sustained by four columns. It resembles the half of a 
pyramid, and has a very curious effect. The thirty-five pillars which support the 
second terrace are all different, comprising almost every style and some very 
remarkable specimens of original architecture. It is a valuable architectural 
collection. There has been much discussion as to the design of this building, 
since the open galleries could not possibly have been intended for halutation. 
Its position against the walls of the zenana, the interior of which it overlooks 
and communicates with, leads to the supposition that it was assigned to tfie 
eunuchs; but in any case it was a fanciful idea of the architect In the little 
court which surrounds the PAnch Mahal are some very curious detached buildings 
for the accommodation of the servants of tlie harem. The architect evidently 
wished to give them an appearance most befitting their use; and, as there was 
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no wood at his disposal, lie minutely copied in stone those slight constructions 
which serve in the palaces of India as a shelter for the lower servants. The 
roof, formed of slabs of stone, is carved to imitate thatch, and is supported by the 
same network of beams which would be used for a lighter material than sand¬ 
stone. In a word, they arc sheds built of sculptured stone. 

Aft(?r passing through the galleries of the Panch Mahal, you come out upon 
the princijial court of the palace, called the Court of the Puclieesee; on one side 
of which are the walls of the zenana, ami on the other the apartments of the 
ministers and the audience-chambers. 

Puclieesee is a game of great antiquity, which the Indians have ahvays been 
passionately fond of; and it is played with pawns on chess-boards greatly resem¬ 
bling those used in Europe. There arc four players, with four pawns apiece; and 
the moves are regulated by throwing the dice, the oliject being to get your four 
pawns into the centre sipiare of the board. The game of imcheesee was played 
by Akbar in a truly regal manner ; the court itself, divided into red and wdiite 
squares, being the board, and an enormous stone, raised on four feet, representing 
the central point. It was here that Akbar and his courtiers played this game ; 
sixteen young slaves from tlie harem, wearing the jdayens’ colours, themselves 
represented the pieces, and moved to the squares according to the throw of the 
dice. It is said that the emperor took such a faiu^y to playing the game on this 
grand scale that he had a court for puclieesee constructed in all his palaces; and 
traces of such arc still visible at Agra and Allahabad. 

To the north of this court and on the same side as the Punch Mahal is a 
palace, built with great simplicity, ami in such a good state of jireservation that 
yon might mistake it for a modern Imilding. One wing is a perfect labyrinth of 
corridons and passages, in which the ladies of the Court amused themselves with 
their favourite games of “ aukh-matchorlli,” or blind-man’s-buff, and hide-and- 
seek ; and before it rises a kiosk of Hindoo architecture, called the (5ooroo-ka- 
Mundil, “Temple of the Mendicant.” The emperor, in order to show his regard 
for the religion of the majority of his subjects, entertained at his court a Gooroo, 
or religious mendicant of the Saiva sect, and even had this little temple built for 
him and his co-religionists. t 

A little farther on and facing the zenana n one of the most beautiful build¬ 
ings of Euttehpore, consisting of a grac<iful paxllion of one storey, surmounted by 
four light cupolas. This is the Dewani-Khas, or Palace of the Council of State. 
The simplicity of its outline, its square windows and handsome balcony, remind 
one of our modern buildings. It is, however, quite in accordance wdth the char¬ 
acter of Akbar, who, as well in architecture as lin religion and government, never 
copied his predecessors. The interior of the i)ewani-Khas is a large hall the 
whole height of the edifice, in the centre of whipli is an enormous column of red 
sandstone, which terminates at some distance from the ceiling in a large capital 
magnificently sculptured. This capital forms a platform, encircled by a light 
balustrade, from which diverge four stone bridges, leading to four niches in the 
corners of the building; and a staircase hidden in the wall leads to a secret 
corridor which communicates with the niches. It is one of the strangest fancies 
of the architect of Euttehpore. 

On the occasion of a council being assembled, the emperor took his place on 
the platform, his ministers occupying the niches; while the ambassadors and other 
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personages who were called into their presence remained in the liall at the foot of 
the column, and were unable to judge of the impression which their communica¬ 
tions produced on the council. 

A long gallery, partially in ruins, leads from the Dewani-Khas to the Dewani- 
Ani, or Palace of the Public Audiences. It is a small building, one side of which 
overlooks the Court of the Pucheesee, and the other a large court sifrrounded by 
colonnades. 

The chronicler Aboul Pazel says that at certain hours the people were 
admitted into this court. After the council the emperor repaired to the Uewani- 
Am, where, after having put on his robes of state, he seated himself on a tribum! 
overlooking the court. Here he remained for sonie time, inquiring into and 
redressing the grievances of the people, and receiving the strangers who flocked to 
his court. According to tradition, it was here that he received the desuits of 
■ (loa, who brought him the leaves and .seeds of tobacco; and it was at I’uttehpore 
that Hakim Aboid Futteh Ghilani, one of Akbar’s physicians, is supposed to have 
invetited the hookah, the pipe of India. 

It would take too long to describe every part of this vast palace in detail, 
for, besides what I have already noticed, there are the baths, the mint, the 
barracks, and numerous other buildings, all in ruins. 

On the north-we.st slope of the hill are the j)alaces of the ministers and 
grandees of Akl)ar’s court; among which may be noticed those of Aboul Fazcl, 
Feizi, and Birboul; the last of whom, a Brahmin, was prime minister. His house, 
which displays wonderful taste and was built of rose-coloured stone carved in the 
most delicate manner, hfis been completely restored and furnished in tlie European 
style by the English Government; and it is here that the olHcers of Agra 
resort for their picnic.s. Not far from the palace of Birboul are the Imperial 
stables, containing more than two hundred stalls with stone feeding-troughs and 
racks. 

'J'heuce, pa.ssing through the midst of mins and rubbish, you come to the 
Huttee Durwaza, “ Gate of the Ele])hants ”—a monumental gateway, with two 
elephants sculptured on it in biis-relicf. It was formerly the boundary of tl e 
aristocratic quarter of the town, which the common i)eople were forbidden to enter. 
On the other side of this gate there is a wide paved street, which must have been 
one of the large bazaars, to judge from the ruins on each side of it; and at the 
foot of the hill is a huge caravanserai, capable of containing sevenil hundred 
travellers, which is still frequented by pilgrims. 

Near the entrance of the town is a curious tower crowned with a Mvedere, 
and ornamented with elephants’ tusks carved in stone; which goes by the name 
of Herun Minar, “Tower of the Antelopes.” One of Akbar’s favourite pastimes 
was, it is said, to shoot antelojies, which were driven past him, from the top of 
this tower. 

There are five gates to the town, the walls of which are live miles in circum¬ 
ference, and are in a gootl state of preservation. 

Akbar, anxious to fertilise the land round his capital, constructed a vast 
lake to the north of it, which is now dry, although the embankment still 
remains. 

It took me several days to explore the ruins of Futtehpore-Sikri. My guide 
was Imdad Houssein Shisti, a direct descendant of the venerable patron of the 
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mountain. He was well versed in all the traditions and legends connected with 
these monuments, and he showed me a very curious manuscript of the time of 
Jehanghir, containing anecdotes and clever sayings attributed to Akhar. 

We passed the last days of the year 1866 in the midst of all these grand 
monuments of the pa.st; and in the very room occupied by Akhar I read the 
Chronicles of Ahoul Fazel, and in imagination repeopled this magnificent abode 
with the great geniuses of past ages. Every one knows how delightful the month 
of December is in this country; the climate is like spring, without clouds or rain. 
The evenings were particularly charming, when the shades of night were softly 
illumined by the stars, and the eye wandered, as in a dream, over this vast city 
of the dead. 



CHAPTER XXVllI. 


THE STATE OF DHOLEPORE. 

Khairagitrh.—Dholepore.—The Sacred Lake of Muclikouiida.—Durbjir of llio Rana. 

i\NUAKY I8T, 1867. — Wc bewail Mie year enerj'otically, for wc 
were in our saddles and leaving Fnttehpore at three o’clnek in 
the morning; when an iey wind sweejhng over the plain luiide 
us shiver, in spite) of our warm wraj)S. 

Dlioleixire is fi’om twenty-six to twcTity-eight miles in a 
straight line from Futtehpore; and, as there is no road between 
the two places, yon have to travel literally across country, only now and then 
l)eing able to follow the rude) tracks leading to some villeige. The cenintry is very 
rough and uneven, and abenmds in bogs, freem which it would be impossible to 
extricate oneself withenit the help of guides from one hamlet to another. Surprise 
may be fe)lt that the night should 1x) chosen feer crossing such a elangerous 
country ; but it is the custom to take aelvantage of the coolness of the temperature 
at that time for making journeys of any length, particularly when the country is 
uninteresting; besides which the sure-footed Ciimels, and the local knowledge of 
the guide, are tlioroughly to be depended on. 

The first rays of the sun found us at the foot of some low rocky hills, sur¬ 
rounded by swamps, in which hundreds of ducks were disjxirting themselves; and 
at eight o’clock we reached the river Bahngunga, on the opjxjsite bank of which 
our tents were pitched, near the town of Khairagurh. On entering the camp we 
were welcomed by the hurrahs and salAins of our servants wishing us a happy 
new year, by which we were reminded that on this side of the Indus also presents 
are given on New Year’s Day. In the afternoon we received in miniature durbar 
the tassUdar and principal inhabitants of Khairagurh, who came to offer us the 
compliments of the season; and in the evening there was an illumination of the 
camp, and sweetmeats and arrack were distributed to the visiUjrs. 

Tlie Balmgunga (“ Sister of the Ganges ”) is a fine river, which rises in the 
Mewati mountains and, Uniting xvith the Parbatty, empties itself inbi the Jumna 
opposite Sheikoabad. The country, near Khairagurh, through which it flows is 
rich and fertila 

On the morning of the 2nd we started for Dholepore, which we reached in 
five hours. Outside the town, and near the high road to Agra, is a magnificent 
bungalow, reserved by the rajah for the accommodation of travellers, to which we 
were directed, and where we were very hospitaVdy received by the prince’s people. 

The exact date of the founding of Dhole2X)re is not known; but between the 
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ciylith and tenth centuries a Eajpoot prince, of the name of Dhaula, established 
himself on the banks of the Chumbul, where he built a fortress, which was sur¬ 
rendered to Baber in 1526. The river has overflowed its banks, and gradually 
encroached upon the town; and, the inhabitants being obliged to recode before it 
stcip by step, the town is now situated more than a mile from its original 
position. 

I'illagcd and fired in turn by tl>e Jats and the Mahrattas, the unfortunate 
town is now tlie mere sliadow of what it once wiis; yet it has nearly forty 
tliousand inhabitants, who are scattered over the three districts of Naya 
Chaonee, Kila, and J’ourana Chaouee, which are .separated from each other by 
solitary wa.stes. 

l)liole])orc, n(W(!rtheless, has the honour of independence. In the treaty of 
1806, between the Britisli Uovernmeiit and the Maharajah of Dhole]tore, it is 
stijadatcid that “the king shiill retain absolute sovereignty over his own territorie.s, 
free from all riglit of intervention on the part of the hlnglish Dovernment, who, 
ill their turn, sball be free from all responsibility, and shall not bo roijuirod to 
give him tlieir aid and protection.” 

'J'iie first thing we did on reaching the Monti bungalow was to acquaint the 
rajah of our arrival. 11c immediately sent his saliims through his vukeel, who 
brought with him a magnificent basket of fruit, flowers, and vegetable,s, several 
jiairs of chickens, and a kid; and in the evening, (Jungadhar Kao, tlie prime 
minister, paid us a visit on behalf of the king. He is a Brahmin of the Dekkan, 
a well-instructed man, of polished manners, who speaks English fluently. He 
came to inform us that the Mahara.j llajia, his master, was obliged to keep his 
bed on account of a somewhat serious iudisjiosition, which would prevent his 
seeing us for .several days. To prevent our time from hanging heavily on our 
hands, however, the carriages and elcjthants of the Court were placed at our 
disposal, and the vukeel was imstructed to guide us in our excursions in the 
neighbourhood. 

It is well known that the climate of India is regulated by very decided 
seasons, which concentrate all the heat, cold, and rain into certain fixed periods 
of tlie ytsar. Thas, as a general ride, the dry sejxson lasts from October to Juno 
and the rainy season from June to October. The traveller, therefore, need not 
trouble himself to study the w’cathor beyond these rules; but the proverb says, 
with truth, that the exception proves the rule; and, although the eflcct of the 
monsoons is as regular as possible in the peninsula and on the sea-coast, this is 
by no means the ca.se in Central India. The seasons here are much more like 
those of Ivarope; and, although it rains a great deal in August and September, 
it becomes cold in December and January, and there are storms and showers 
in every month. This I found to be the case at Dholopore, where, soon after 
our arrival, we had three days of fine rain, accompanied by a thick fog worthy 
of England. We had, therefore, to remain shut up in our ’ bungalow, with 
nothing to relieve the monotony but the visits of one or two Jat nobles. The 
rain liad so saturated the ground, which was a rich yellow soil, that the roads 
were all impas.sable for twenty-four hours. 

The present town, or rather the district, of Haya Chaonee (“ New Camp ”) has 
only existed for forty years, and dates from the making of the English road from 
Agra to Indore; and the present rajah, seeing the advantage to be derived from 
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proximity to this road, established himself near it, carrying with him half the 
population of Pourana Chaonee (“ Old Camp ”). Tlic only buildings wortliy of 
note in this town are the king’s ^mlace and one or two temples; but you have 
only to follow the gradual advance of the town, from the Chumbul to its present 
situation, to find several interesting groups of ruins. 

The Dholcpore of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries is tlu' nearest to 
Naya Chaonea 'I'he inundations have destroyed the greater part of tlie town, 
blit some tombs, a few ruined j)alaees, and a mo.sfpje still remain. Tlie mosipni, 
which was built in 1634 by Shah Jehan, is of red sandstone, and, tliougli small, 
is of great beauty; and it is surroundeti by an extensive Mussulman C(unetery, of 
which th& principal feature is the dasjiree, the mausoleum of a Sayud missionary. 
It is a simple marlde cenotaph, .standing on a high terrace, whic.Ii is surrounded 
by a magnificent stone railing of the mo.st perfect design and workmanshii); and 
near it is another raised jdatforin, supporting the tombs of the family of the 
Nawab Sadduk, the Mogul governor of the province. A litthi farther on is the 
monumental caravanserai erectetl by Shah Jehan ; and numerous other ruins, 
interesting to the arclueologist, cover the plain to the distance of neaify a 
mile. 

On leaving these ruins you descend some deep ravines, and soon find yoursedf 
in the midst of an inextricable labyrinth of fantastic peaks and clifls, the averag(j 
height of which is from eighty to a hundred feet. This was the work of the 
Chiunbul. Its wateT‘,s, swollen during the rainy season, beat themselvcis with 
fury against the overhanging banks and, working iiito the soft crumbling soil, 
nuide deep channels and raviiuis, scrveral miles in depth, which, crossing each other 
in all directions, left .jagged and jrointed islands, resembling a miniature chain of 
jnountains, on each side of the river. One of the peculijirities of these hills is 
that their tops are on a level with the surrounding country, and nearly all 
of the .same height. It is impo.ssible to form an idea of the beauty of this scene, 
for no mountains present such a rugged appearance; and the scenery l)eeom(j3 
more rugged and abrupt the nearer you approach the river. On tlu! summit of 
one of the hills stands the ancient fortre.ss of Dhaula; and, from the way in which 
its walls are built and sup]>orted on the edge of the clifi', it is evident that the 
ravines of the Chumbul were in exi.stence .at the time of its construction ; and 
that the Kajjwot prince took advantage of the admirable strategical position which 
Nature thus offered: but Hindoo tradition rejects this evidenc,e, afiirming that 
inundations of the Chumbul did not occur until after the founding of Dholcpore, 
wMch during the first years of its existence was separated from the jdidn only Ity 
its own walls; and the natives account for the extraordinary ravages caused by 
the river in a few centuries by the theory that these inundations were occasioned 
by a rupture in the embankment of a large lake, then existing in irj)per Malwa, 
which fed the principal course of the Chumbul. Such may have been the case, 
but history makes no mention of this great overflow. 

The old fortress is much dilapidated; the walls, which are of immense thick¬ 
ness, and supported by large round towers, still rise proudly above the ruins; but 
the interior is a scene of desolation, and you can scarcely trace even the position 
of the ancient buildings. Several enormous cannon, without carriages, lie half 
buried in the rubbish. The fortified plateau and the neighlwuring slopes continue 
to form part of the capital, and contain several thousand inhabitants. 
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From tlio summit of the biistkuis, however, you overlook an extensive panorama, 
whieh quite compensates for the want of interest in the interior of the fortress. 
Thence you can follow the course of the Chumbul for a distance of more than ten 
miles, as it Hows majestically between its rugf'ed and fantastic banks, which look 
like a diminutive chain of the Himalayiis. On the west rises the massive range 
of the I’athar mountain; and the fertile plain of Malwa stretches in every other 
direction, as far as the eye c-an reach. 

On returning from this excursion we found the vukeel, the dewan, and a great 
number of the officers of the palace, at our bungalow, all in a state of great excite¬ 
ment. On my asking them the cause of their emotion, they threw up their arms, 
and cried in a heart-broken voice, “ Gae.e m.ivm ! ” (“ They have killed a cow 1 ”) 
After an interval 1 arrived at the, .solution of the mystery. During our absence 
a Highlaml regiment, on the march to Mhow, halted in a wood near our residence, 
and obtained the consent of the Jut autliorities to jntch their camp there; and, 
contrary to the stipulation of the treaty, the soldiers had slaughtered an ox, which 
they were calmly preparing to convert into beefsteaks. Hence the horror and 
lamentations of the Hindoos: tlie holy territory of Dholepore was polluted by the 
murder of the sacred animal. Eut, altliough it had been agreed that such sacrilege 
should not be committed by Engli.sh troops in the country of the Jat Eana, it was 
of little avail to plead this condition in the face of a thousand hungry British 
.soldiers anxiou.sly awaiting the.ir supper. Everybody was indignant, but none 
ventured to inb'-rfen^; and they consoled themselves with the tliought that the 
oll'enders would soon be gone, carrying with them all traces of the corpm delicti, 
and that the old king would never know anything about it. 

Behind a large for(\st to the south-we.st of Dholepore appear the barren reddish 
peaks forming the extreme end of the lofty I’athar range; whicli, detached from 
the plateau of the Vindhya mountains near Neemuch, .separates Bajpootana proper 
from Malwa. Their l»are summits are dotted with numerous dourgahs; and the 
Chumbul, emerging from the Vindhyas near Mandoo, flows at their base, and 
after a course of about seven hundred miles, empties itself into the Jumna at 
Etawaln 

The sacred lake of Muchkounda, or Mouehou Kouiula, lies hiilden among these 
heights about two miles from the town. According to the legend it was created 
by the gtxl Krishna to reward Uie hero Mouehou, a prince of this country, who 
had saved his life; wherefore it is lield in high veneration by the sect of the 
Krishnayas. It is situated on high nveky ground, which rises above sterile plateaux 
formed of huge masses of granite scorched by the sun and washed by the min; 
and a stilling atmosphere, worthy of the bajiks of the Styx, jMjrvades tlris deserted 
spot On arriving at the foot of the hill you have to dismount from your elephant, 
and climb a stcjep path, cut out of the rock, which leads to one of the gates of 
Muchkoundii. The lake is, properly s^waking, nothing more than a tank from 
l8oo to 2000 feet in length and about 650 feet in whlth, the edge of which is 
completely surrounded by a handsome flight of stone steps, relieved by innumerable 
chiltris with four columns; and tlie palaces and temples which overlook it are 
reflected with tlieir colonnades and cujadas on the limpid surface of the water; 
while trees of a hundred years’ growth stretch their brjuiches above the ghauts, 
enveloping them in a mysterious shade. The scene is of striking beauty: the 
magnificence of the buildings, the clearness of the water, and the silence, wliich is 
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only broken by the birds, all combining to impart an irresistible cbann to this 
oasis flourishing in the midst of a burning desert. 

The greater part of the buildings at Muchkounda date only from the 



seventeenth century. A few, however, are of great anticiuity ; and some, like the 
palace of the Eana of Dholepore, have been oidy recently built. Each temple is 
surrounded by extensive buildings for the accommodation of the pilgiiras, who. 
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at certain periods of tlie year, flock here in great numbers; and, the lake 
being consecrated to Krishna, all the sanctuaries are dedicated to Krishnayan 
divinities. 

The mahnnt of the principal temple, which is dedicated to Juggernauth (“the 
Lord of the World ’’), invited us to visit the alxxle of his god. To niy great 
astoiiishimfut, he conducted us into the sanctuary itself, where, by the dim light, 
we distinguished a graceful marble idol of the handsome shepherd dancing before 
the milkmaids of Muttra. lie also showed us over the convent, taking us into 
the several rooms, where the fat Brahmins live in pious contemplation. This 
mahunt was a remarkable individual. lie had been an old biuidit, but, finding 
his sword was becoming irksome to him, he turned saint in his old age; and his 
whcjle appearance bespoke tlie warrior, with the exception of hus bare head and 
shoulders, which were smeared with oil and cinders, after the manner of the 
anchorites. His curled moustache and pointed whiskers, and the dagger at his 
belt, contrasted strangely with tlie sacred triple cord which hung from his neck. 
His anecdotes, too, wine, like liis personal appearance, a mixture of the profane 
and the religious; and, delighted at liiuling such ready listeners, he reexamted 
many of his adventures in the good old times, interspersed witli tholegdndsof the 
lake. He showed me a paper which stated that when Ix»rd Lake encamiKjd with 
all his army near Muchkounda in 1807, the water necessary for that multitude, 
as well as a large number of elejihants, was for a whole month drawn daily from 
the lake, without in the slightest degree lowering its level; and two fairs, he 
informed me, are annually held here, which bring together more than forty 
thousand ])ilgrims. Three hundred religious devotees reside jwrmanently on the 
lianks of the lake. Before leaving the temple, by way of testifying our apprecia¬ 
tion of tlie kimlly recejition accorded to us by the mahunt, I deposited a few 
rupees in the plate which is placed at the foot of the idol; and our offering was 
aeeejited by the god, who, in return, sent us a plate of sweetmeats. 

Oil leaving Muchkounda we crossed the hills to the I’ourana Chaonee. This 
town was built at the end of the last century by the first Jftt rajah of Dholepore; 
ami tlie king continueil to reside there until the present king founded the Naya 
Chaonee, about two miles from it. In spite of being thus abandoned by the 
(kmrt, the town is still prosperous; the bazaars are clean, and present an animated 
appearance; and, in point of natural position and aspect, it is far superior to its 
rival. The buildings of the palace, which remind one of those at High, are 
encompassed by a lieaiitiful garden. 

I’he first thing you come to on leaving the town is an old ruined mosque, in 
front of which lies an enormous bronze cannon, nearly eighteen feet long, and 
curiously embossed. 1 was told that it was taken at Agra by the Jats of 
Dhoh'pore, who transported it hither as a trophy. 

On the morning of the 13th, the Dewan Gungadhar liao called at our 
bungalow to conduct us to the palace, where the king awaited us in durbar, 
surrounded by his Court As we entered the audience-chamber every one rose, 
and the prince, advancing, shook hands with us, and made us sit down beside 
him. 

The Maharaj Eana Bagwan Sing, an old man of about sixty, is a true 
specimen of the Jut warrior. He has a gentle but manly expression of countmi- 
ance, in which resiiect he is unlike the Ilajpopt race; and his long white wliiskers. 
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dyed with red ochre, have not the desired effect of making him appear fierce, 
His head was protected by a steel helmet, attached to a narrow circle of gold, 
and covered with strings of emeralds; he wore a breastplate of mail, from which 
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depended innumerable strings of pearls and diamonds; and his hands were 
encased in steel gauntlets, which were fastened to annlets. From his waist hung 
a formidable array of arms—a heavy katar, two short sabres, a dagger, and a 
brace of pistols; and he leaned on a large shield of transparent rhinoceros hide, 








312 


INDIA. 


embossed with gold. His throne was the ancient gadi of the Hindoo princes, 
over which was the royal chatta, a blue velvet parasol richly embroidered with 
silver; and beside him sat his grandson, a boy of four years, half smothered 
in rich stuff's and jewels. The high oilicers of state, .Tats, Mussulmans, and 
Hrahmins, crowde<l round the throne, behind which stood the servants, waving 
the Thibetian yilks’ tails and the large peacock fans. It was a genuine Durbar, 
according to the rules of ancient Hindoo etiquette, without any European innova¬ 
tions ; anil, altliough it could not be compared to the magnificent display of the 
courts of Oudoypoor and Jeypore, it pre.sented a more original and striking 
npijcarance. 

'J'he maharaj cf)nversod freely with us during the audience; he spoke 
particularly of bis efforts to restore to liis country the pros})erity which it had 
lost during the terrible wars of the last century. His subjects have given him 
the name of “ the friend of the jjeople.” Before retiring, we received the uUe'i'pan 
from the hand of the ]>rince himself. 

The palace .stands in a charming garden, over which the Dewan conducted us 
after the durbar. In one of the pavilions is the rajah’s museum of artillery, 
containing a fine collectifni of ancient arms; in which are models of the firearms 
used in India since the tifteentli century, among.st tliem a very curious revolver 
with five chanil»er.s. The (Mdlection of swords, .scimitars, and daggers is very 
coinjdetc, and includes katars * of great weight, and a pretty Indian tiirwar, the 
embossed blade of whidi forms a sheath for a second smaller sword. The museum 
also cfintains some ])ieces of ordnance, most of them of ancient date and curious 
workmanship; tlie most remarkable being a rifled cannon of the seventeenth 
century, a gun with four barieks, and a St. Andrew’s cross formed of cannons 
placed on end. The mahai'aj was making preparations for sending this fine 
collection to the exhibition which was to be opened at Agra in February. 

The king was anxious that we should have a hunt in the mountains before our 
departure. The meet was at a charming little palace, situated on the banks of a 
pictures(pie lake in the mountains, about ten miles from the towji. To the great 
annoyance of the prince, the shikarees were unable to find a tiger; but two good 
days’ s].x)rt made up for the disappointment. Our bag was made up of a great 
variety of game—wild boars, nilghaus, fallow-deer, and a .specimen of the barking 
antelope, a small roe-deer, with a cry somewhat resembling the bark of a dog. 

The thickets of brushwood and tall grass of the kalam species, which cover 
these wild jdateaux, abound also in feathered game. You find here a beautiful 
bird of the same class as the grouse of Scotland. Its plumage slightly resembles 
that of the partridge, the throat is of a velvety brown, the wings have a wide 
spread, and terminate in a jxunt; and the feet are small; and the bird roosts on 
tlie ground. The English call it the rock pigeon, and the Indians pakar teter, or 
mountain partridge. It is difficult to get near it, as it always keeps in the open. 
The flesh is excellent eating. 

> On our return to Dholepore, the rana placed at our disposal the animals 
which we requmed to carry our baggage, and also an elephant to take us to 
Gwalior. At our la.st inter\dew with hun he presented us with a magnificent 
khillut of Cashmere shawls and jewels. 

* The katar in a dagger with a triangular' blade, the metal hilt of which conaints of two pieces joined 
together by a handle 
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January 1 8 < 7 t.—We left Dholeiwe in the morning. The English high road 
crosses the Chumbul by a bridge of boats, about a mile from the town; but, as 
this bridge was not strong enough to support an elephant, we were obliged to 
look for a ford. We travelled for an hour through wild ravines behtre reaching 
a point of the river at which, though the bed is over a mile in width, it is only 
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two-thirds full of water. On either side rose the higli banks, willi their rugged 
peaks blending with tlie mountains on the horizon, llie view is of immense 
extent, and one may truly say that throughout India it is imfiossible to iind !i 
finer landscape than at this point of the Chumbul. On arriving at tlie Imik the 
elephant slowly entered the water, sounding the bottom with his trunk Ix^fore 
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placing his feet The channel in the centre was more than twenty yards broad, 
and so deep that the elephant was obliged to swim across. We were now in the 
teiTitory of the powerful Scindia, but we still had to traverse several miles of 
ravines befonj reaching the nonnal level of the plain; where we had simply to 
follow the high road, with its two lines of telegraph wires, which passes through 
the midst df this fertile country; and near Ohangda, a large village picturesquely 
situated on the banks of a little river, w'e found a dilk bungalow, round which 
most of our ]>arty were already encamped. 

Jammry igth .—We had twenty-three miles yet to travel from Changda to 
Gwalior. The country continued to be Hat and well cultivated, but to the west 
we could see the blue summits of a cliain of mountains. 

At nine o’clock we came to an old Hindoo bridge across the river Sonk, 
opjv)site Nourahad. I'liis bridge is built of solid granite, and rests uf)on seven 
j)ointe.d iirehes ; at each end are two liigh obelisks, and several ebutris break the 
monotonous line of the ]>arapets. It is a remarkable structure, and one of the 
few existing specinums of this styhi of architecture; in wliicb, however, the 
Indians had arrivcal at a high degrcio of jwrfection. It was built in the sixteenth 
century with the alms collected by a society of gonssains, or philanthropic 
beggars, who went from village to \ illage collecting and stilling consecrated oils; 
whence its name of T(di-hi-i>otd, or bridge of the Oil-merchant. 

Under the I’adisbabs, Nourahad was an imi)ortant town, and the eapitiil of one 
of tlie provinctis of Northern Malwa. The high embattled walls, defended by 
sijuare towers, and tlui monumental gates still give it a fine ajipcaranco. Wo 
stopped here a few minutes, in order to visit a palace built by the Emperor 
Aurungzeb; in the gtirden enclosing which is the mausoleum of the celebrated 
Gouna begum, who died in 1775, and who was the author of the famous “ Taza- 
bi-Ttmi” and other jioptdar poems. 

On hiaving Nouraltad we could see the hills which surround Gwalior; but 
before reaching them we met with an accident, which put a sudden stop to our 
progress. At Dholepore we had been ]»resented with a magnificent hoiulah with 
velvet cushions, supported by two gilt swans, which must have been in existence 
a great many ymrs. It suddenly came in two, and it was a mere chance that 
we were not precipitated oil' tlte top of the elephant. Our position now was 
anything but i>l(!asant, the fact of our servants having preceded us with the 
horses compelling ns, in spite of the intolerable luiat, to continue our journey on 
foot, carrying the broken remains of the houdah. However, about a mile from 
Gwalior we met a country cart, in which we placed the houdah; and we once 
tnat U)ounte.d our elephant, riding astride on his back. Such was the sorry 
spread, and tei.we reached the bungalow of Gwalior, after having counted upon 
the ground. The Engiis. with our golden swans ! 
mountain partridge. It is 
The llesh is excellent eating. 

'• On our return to Dhol 
which we required to cany 
Gwalior. At our last interv 
khillut of Cashmere shawls ant 

* The katar is. a dagger with a trial, 
together by a handle. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 


GWALIOR. 

History of Gwalior.—Tlie Fortress.—Palace of the Pal Kint;.—Jain Tejni)1e.s.—A Buddhist 
Temple.—The Ihiviiie of Ourwhai, or the Happy Valley.—Tlio .laliis. 

^IIE ancient city of Gwalior, wliicli nm,st not 1x5 confoiiniled wilii 
tlio modern town of that imme, nor witii the Mahrutta cam]) of 
the Sciudia.s, i.s situated on the summit of a stccj) and isolated 
rock, 342 feet in lieiglit at the north end, wliere it is highest, 
and a mile and a half in length; its greatest l)readth is 300 
^ yards. Its position and the exterior a])])earance of its fortific.'i- 
tions, behind which rise immerous monuments, remind one of Cliittore, tlie famous 
capital of Meywar. 

This rock, which is a block of basalt to])ped with sandstone, sUinds like a 
sentinel at the entrance of a valley ; and above the slopes at its foot rise 
])ointed clilfs, forming natural ramparts, on which are built the fortifications of 
the town. 

Tratlition places the date of the founding of Gwalior several centuries before 
the Christian era.* The attention of the Aryan colonists from tlie valley of the 
Chumbid probably was early attracted by the admirable natural ixisition of tliis 
iwk. The first to establish themselves here were no doubt the ancliorites, who 
were sent forth in such numbers by the Indian schools of iihilasojihy in tlie 
seventeenth and sixteenth centuries before the Christian era, as is attested by tbe 
numerous caverns, formed by man, in the sides of tlie ruck. In 773 Rajah 
Sourya Sena completed a system of defenc.e lound the iilateau by coirstructing 
ramparts. Tlie Kiichwas held the fortress until the reign of Tej I’al IJoula, who, 
upon being expelled by the Chohans in 967, founded the dynasty of Ambir. 
Sultan Shahab Oudin’s generalissimo, Koutub Eilieck, took it from tlie Cholians in 
1196; and thirty-eight years later it was again taken by the Enijieror Altamsli 
after a long siege. In 1410, the Touar Rajpoots got posse.ssiou of it, and held it 
until 1519, when it was finally attached to the crown of Delhi by Ibrahim Lodi. 
At the dismembennent of the Mogul empire, it fell alternately into the hands of 
the Jfi,ts and Mahrattas. In 1779 it was garrisoned by Scindia, from whom it 
was taken by a British force under Major Popham, and it was again made over to 
Scindia by the treaty of 1805. 

But the vicissitudes of the ancient fortress did not end here. In 1857, the 
Maharajah Scindia having refusefl to countenance the revolt, the rebels, under the 

* Feriuhta. 







3*6 


INDIA. 


command of one of Nana Sahib’s captains, took the place; but Geneial Sir .Hugh 
liose dislodged them by planting his batteries on the surrounding heights, and, for 
the purjme of piotecting the young king from his rebellious subjects, the English 
kept posse-ssion of the plateau. 

The present town of Gwalior extends to the north and east of the fortress, 
being hemmed in between the rock and the river Sawimrika. It was a large and 
handsome settlement, containing thirty or forty thousand inhabitants ; but the 
founding of a new capital by the Scindias, at a distance of about two miles, was 
a death-blow to its grair<leur, the Ingher branches of trade and the nobility having 
followed tlie Court to Lashkar. The architecture of its stone liouses is, for the 
most part, handsome; but tlie streets are narrow and crooked. It is probable 
tliat at one time there was a large suburb round tlie foot of the ascent leading to 
the fortress, but it was not until the sixteenth century that the town assumed its 
jiresent ju’oportions. Tliere are no monuments to be found of an earlier date; 
and the two worthy of remark are the Jummah Musjid, a handsome mosque, 
hanked by two h)fty minarets, and the Hutti Dui’wa/.a, or “Gate of the 
Elephants,” a curious triumplial arch, situated on a mound at the entrance to 
the town. 

Tlie baziuim of Gwalior contain several manufactures peculiar to the place, 
such as silken fabrics, embroidered in gold, for turbans ; sarris, or cotton scarfs for 
women, and curious stuffs in the most biilliaut cohmi-s. A very fair trade is 
carried on in these articles 

Two hights of steps, one on the ea.st and the other on the west, lead up to the 
fortress; of which that on the east is a notable achievement, since it had to be cut 
out of the solid rock. It is the more ancient of the two; and, although on a 
very steep incline, it is practicable for horses and elephants. 

In order to reach this elevation, you must traverse the whole length of the 
lower town; and the entrance to it is guarded by an embattled fortification and 
guard-hou.ses. Hidden among the trees, at a short distance, stands a large palace, 
the exterior of which is ornamented with bright blue enamel. Five monumental 
gates, placed at intervals, and still armed with portcullis and heavy iron doors, 
guard the access to the fortress. From the first, which is a splendid triumphal 
arch with a Saracenic archway, and surmounted by a tier of small columns, 
commences the causeway, which, although wide and well kept, is a long and 
fatiguing ascent; and thence also coinmences a series of monuments, bas-reliefs, 
caverns, and cisterns, forming a natural museum of great interest to the archieo- 
logist. I'b'en the rocks which overhang the road merit his attention, for they 
contain numerous chambers, altars, and statues, which are reached by narrow paths, 
retpuriiig a steady head and a sure and practised foot. 

Between the third and fourth gate are .some huge tanks, excavated out of the 
solid rock, and fed by spring.s. The capitals of the pillars which support the 
ceiling appear alxive the water, and one can scarcely distinguish the bottom in the 
obscurity. Near these tanks the surface of the rock, which has been made smooth 
and even, is covered with numerous bas-reliefs; one of the largest of wlrich, 
representing an elejihant and rider, still is easily distinguishable in spite of com 
siderable mutilation: and farther on is a head of, Siva. 

OpjKisite the fourth gate is a small monolith of great antiquity, supposed U 
date fimn the fifteenth century. It is a temple cut out of a single block of stone 
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and consists of a'small square room, entered l>y a peristyle and crowned with a 
pyratnidical spire. Tlie upjxsr jwrtion of the latter, having been destroyed, has 
tHjen replaced hy a small dome in stonework; and a few sculj)t\ires surround the 
entrance to the sanctuary and the altar. 

On tlie summit of the hill stands King Pal, which springs from the very 
brink of the i)recipice. It is supported by six towers, and pierced by only a few 
Ifir-o windows ornamented with balconies and pilasters. Sculptured baiuls, Jain 
arches, and indented cordons relieve the monotony of the massive exterior, and 
<»ive it a pecniliarly light and gra(>,eful appearance. The spaces between the Jain 
arches of the gallery are filled in and covered with mosaics in enamelled bricks, 
rejn'esenting palm-trees on a blue ground; and eacli tower is surmounted by a 
lantern with a double row of columns. It is difficult to imagine a grander or 
more harmonious effect tlian tliat produced by tliis gigantic edifice, combining 
rampart and palace in one. 

At the south angle of the palace is a gateway, which gives access to the 
interior of the fortress, and through which you enter a narrow street that over¬ 
looks the lateral frontage of the palace. This is built on the same plan as the 
exterior, but here the stone is conqdctely hidden by enamel. Hands of mosaics 
re[)resenting candelabra, Brahma ducks, elephants, and peacocks in blue, rose- 
colour, green, and gold, give this immense blank wall an incomparably beautiful 
aj)pearance. The bricks uf which these mo.saics are composed still retain their 
primitive brilliancy of colour and delicacy of shading, though ten centuries have 
passed over them. I know of no country in the ivoi'ld where an architect has 
succeeded so well in giving a graceful aj)pearancc to a heavy blank wall. 

The exact date of the construction of tliese facings is unknown, though it is 
certain that they were the work of a liijpoot prince of the name of Pal; but, as 
several Chandela and Kachwa chiefs bore this name, it is difiicult to fix the date 
more precisely than between tlie eighth and ninth centuries. 

The palace of the kings of Gwalior covers an immense area on the east of the 
jilateau; hut it was not the work of a single prince ; the most ancient portions 
of it date back to the sixteenth century. Each dynasty erdarged the mass of 
buildings, and the Moguls themselves made considerable additions to it. The 
interior of the palace of Pal is extremely simple in style. The various storeys, 
which you enter through rows of square pillars, overlook the large paved courts ; 
and the rooms are low, with flat ceilings. 

Among these ruins a portion of the ancient palace of the Vaishnava kings 
may still be seen. The thick walls, pierced with triangular openings, are some¬ 
what in the same style as the corridors of the Mexican temples. It is to be 
regretted that so much of this part of the palace has already been destroyed. 

The northern extremity of the plateau, which gradually becomes narrower 
and narrrower, was entirely covered by the palaces of the Emperors Akbar and 
Jehanghir; but you do not find here the magnificent buildings of Agra or of 
Delhi. It is evident that these were mere ]>rovincial residences. There are,» 
nevertheless, a graceful dewani-khas and a smalt zenana, containing some fine 
galleries. 

Of the houses of the ancienUtown nothing now remains but a mass of rubbish, 
which covers the whole plateau. In the excavations of these ruins by the English 
several distinct layers of dSiHs were found to exist; which proves that the town 
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was destroyed several times, and was always rebuilt on the ruins of the former 
town. These works have led to the discovery of various coins and implements, 
but I am not aware that any use has been made of them to determine the various 
dates in the history of Gwalior. 



On one of the plateaux which jut out from the eastern slope of the mountain 
rises the imposing temple of Adinath, one of the finest specimens of Jain archi¬ 
tecture of the sixteenth century. The ground plan of the temple is in the form 
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of a cross; and the chaori, or portion of it set apart for the faithful, is crowned 
with a dome. The spire which surmounted the sanctuary must have been nearly 
double its height, but it is now in ruins. The entire edifice rests upon a richly 
sculptured pedestal. A handsome portico leads into the cJmori, from which you 
gain access to the interior of the temple—a vast hall suiTounded by two tiers of 
galleries, open to the air. At the farther end is a sombre chapel, rich’ in sculp¬ 
tures, but now despoiled of its idol, with a Vtalcony on each side, forming the 
extremity of the lateral naves; and four enormous scpxare pillam, in the centre of 
the temple, sujrport the heavy stone coiling. The cupola of tlie dome, upheld by 
innumerable pilasters, is visible through a large circular opening in the roof, and 
appears as though suspended above the temple. I’hotography alone can do justice 
to the elaborate details in the rich decorations of this building; but, unfortunately, 
Mussulman vandalism has alre.ady accomplished its work of mutilation in behead¬ 
ing all the statues. Nearly all the sculptures are in full rediof, instead of the 
usual bas-reliefs. The magnificent arabestpies which ornament the ])illars are 
particularly worthy of attention. They are simjdy cut in the polished stone, with 
clear sharp edges. 

This temple may be classed with the Arai-din-ka-Jhopra of Ajineer, and the 
sanctuaries of Mount Aboo, among the finest productions of the Vedyavlians. The 
English evidently wish to spare it, but this will not save it from destruction, fur 
already it is so much shaken tliat, unless immediate steps are taken for its 
preservation, the next monsoons will throw it down. 

A great number of religious buildings, most of them Jaiu, encircled the 
temide. At the time of my first visit they were being pulled down; and, on my 
return a few months later, there was no trace of them left. The destruction of 
these temples has brought to light a multitude of ancient statues, some of them 
lluddhist, which were hidden in the foundations. 

Not far from here a wide rampart (probably the wall of the town of Sourya 
Sena) extending across the plateau divided it in two ; but at the date of my visit 
it was being blown up. Against the inner side of this rampart were built numerous 
chapels ; in oile of which, half buried by the rubbish, 1 discovered a beautiful 
statue of a woman reclining on a sleeping lion. Its artistic grouping and purity 
of outline gave it somewhat of a (Jreck charactei’. I pointed it out to the 
officer who accompanied me, and hope thus to have saved it from the general 
destruction. 

We came at last to the Vihara temple, one of the most remarkable buildings 
in Gwalior. It is situated exactly in the centre of the plateau; and from the 
plains, at a considerable distance, you can see its monument.‘d tower of stone, 
wMch rises to a height of more than a hundred and twenty feet Against the 
entrance front is a spacious portico; but, as the dome has fallen in, it is difficult 
to judge of original appearance. A largo apartment occupies the ground floor of 
the temple, in which there used to stand a gigantic sbitue of Jluddha, the outline 
of which still remains on the wall at the back; and above this are apartments* 
corresponding to the five storeys of the pyramid. Sculptured pediments over the 
square doors are the only ornaments of the lower walls ; and the widest sides of 
the pyramid are simply decorated with some lightly sculptured cordons and a few 
alcoves and niches, W not a single idol; while the lesser sides are entirely taken 
np by an imitation of the great window in the Buddhic temple of Viswakarma at 
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Ellora. The plinths of the principal door are covered with remarkable bas-reliefs, 
representing groups of women carrying standards, which greatly resemble the 
sculpttires in the temple of Sanchi. 

It is most important that the real origin of tliis nioinunent should be satis¬ 
factorily determined; for, could it be proved to l)e lluddhic, it would be the sole 
representative of those innumerable Viharas wliich the Chinese travellers of the 
fourteenth and seventeenth centuries have so well described to us. There is, 
however, no doubt that the Jains took \)ossession of the temple at an unknown 
date, and ada])tod it to their own worship. 

In its vicinity extend tlic long lines of the English harmcks, which are large, 
well ventilated, extremely clean, and admirably ada|)ted to this murderous climate. 
On the other side of the barratsks there are some large tanks cut out of the rock, 
like timse of Chittorc, designed for the jiurpose of collecting rain-water, in case of 
the failure of the springs on the plateau ; htd. being too open, and exposed to the 
sun, the wate.r in them soon becomes imiturc and muddy. 

On tiie west of the ])latcau the wall of rock has been .split nearly in two by 
a convulsion of nature, widt h has left a deep and narrow gorge between two steep 
precipice.s. Tins gorge is called by the natives Ourwhai, and it is to it that tlm 
mountain owes its ancient cchduity. 

This sombre valley, to whicli the sun’s rays, intercepted by the overhanging 
walls of rock, rarely jsuictratcd, must at once liave attracted the mystical Jain 
philosophers. Here they discovered numerous springs, which kept up a perjtetual 
freshness of atmosphere, and devtdoped a vegetation in the deep rece.sses unusual 
in this c(tunt.ry. Ourwhai became the scene of tlieir most mysterious rites, and 
their colo,s.sal idols were rangetl along the whole length of the valley. It would 
be dillicult to find, even in India, a site more admirably adapted by nature for a 
temple of one of the primitive religions of man. Even now, on entering the 
ravine (which the English have strangely christened the Happy Valley), one is 
struck by the grand and mysterious a.spects of this niitural temple. You are 
enveloped in a damp, (;old atmosphere; and, in the gloom, gigantic forms with 
Sphinx faces and red eyes appear through the tangled branches of the creeping- 
plants. What must have been the terror of the neophyte on entering for the first 
time this awful sanctuary, with its immense altars, its idols, and its mysteriously 
lighted caverns, when even a sceptical Eurojxjan cannot contemplate the scene 
without a shudder! 

I’ut even Ourwhai’s days were numbmed. On returning in December 1867, 
I fcnnid the trees cut down, the stetues lawn in pieces by the pickaxes of the 
workmen, and a new road, constructed by the English, running through the ravine, 
which Wiis filled with tlie ruins of the Chandela and Touar palaces and the idols 
of the Buddhists and the Jains. 

The rocks on either side of the ravine rise i)erpendicularly to a height of 
ninety feet from the steep bank of rubbish on both sides of the roatl The face 
of the precipice on the left is covered for a distance of five hundred paces with 
statues cut in the solid roCk. These statues, of which there are a considerable 
number, repre.sent all the Jain Tirthankars, and vary in size from an idol of a foot 
high to a colossal figure of forty feet. The Tirthankars are portrayed either 
standing, with their arms hanging down, or sitting with their legs crossed, in the 
usual jtosture of the Buddhas. The figures arc stiff and disproiJortioned ; the 
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bodies are naked; and the faces remind one of the Egyptian Sphinx, witli enor¬ 
mous eyes, thick lips, and the lobes of the ears hanging down to the shoulders. 
Tlie heads of these monsters are covered with circular mitres ornamenteil with 
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simnountod l>j’ a dais, and stands ou an altar bearing the Panchun” or the 
distinctivo sign of the Tirthaukar. 

One of the principal figures is that of the Tirthaukar Adinath, the fabulous 
founder of the Jain religion. It is now completely hidden by the new road 
construct(!d by the Knglish. A little farllier ou is tlie sbitue of Farusuath, 
which stands in a deej* niche, and measures no less than si.xty feet in height. 
The rock also contains several small square chamber’s, evidently the dwellings of 
the priests ; in orre of which is a very ]>retty model of a temple, carved out af a 
single block of sandstone. 

The wall of rock to tire right is somewhat poor irr scul[)tures, though it has 
s(.)me rnteri!sting h^al.itrcs ; tlic most striking of which is tire caverrr of the 
'J’iithanknT.s. This chamber, which is entered, through sevei’al arches, c-ontains 
three coloss.'d figures, twenty feet liigh; but, the front haviirg fallen in, it is 
dillicirlt of accc.ss. 

No irrscrijrtiorr has yet been fourtd that can determine the precise date of 
these statues, although I’rinsep has discovered the rrarne of a Tar’aparri or Toruttama 
king, who loigneil irr the third cerrtury of oirr era. It is probable that the excava- 
tiorrs at (Jurwha'r exterrded over a ireriod of several cerrturies, datirrg frortr before 
the Christiurr era up to the rrirrth cerrtury. 

Of all liar religiorts which have floirrished and still exist throughorrt Irrdia, 
that of the .Ja'irts is certainly the oite which rrrost merits our atterrtiorr, for it has 
left rts the most nrarvellous crdlection of rrrornrments, fronr tire basilicas of Mourrt 
Aboo to the Khecrrrt Khourrrb of (’hittore. 

I'lre dairrs jkisscss rtrrrirm-ous religious brroks, the trarrslation of which would 
throw great light ort tire rerrrote ages of Indian history. Accordirrg to these, the 
or'igirr of Jainism datrrs back hundreds of cerrtrrries before the Christian era. It 
is, at all cverrts, jrroved to have existed befor'c the apjrearance of Sakya Mouni; 
arrd it is even possibhi that the doctr-irres of the latter were only a trarrsformation 
of the Jarir religion. The Ifuddhists indeed affirm that Mahavira, the last Jain 
.Tirtharrkar, was Sakya’s iri.strirctor. 

About the twelfth cerrtury the disaffection of tire Rajpoots deprived the Jains 
of a great portion of their inlluence. The lhahmins had gained this warlike class 
over to the nc,w jrautheism by offerirrg them the title and ])rerogative.s of the 
ancieirt Khashatryas: but if the Jairrs have lo.st the allegiance of the Eajpoots, 
to whom the fierce wor'.ship of Iswara was more corrgenial, they have retaiired 
that of the rrrajor’ity of the influentiid class of the nrerclnuits, which is also 
shared by the Vaishnavas. To this day they possess a large*'portion of the 
wealth of India; and they number arirong their adherents the heads of the 
principal houses of Jlombay arrd tfalcutta. 

Orrly the llhikchons are called Jartrs, or the “purified;” the faithful bear 
the name of Arahat The former are marked on the forehead with sandal-wood; 
and they wear cloths over their mouths, and carry brooms with wliich they respect¬ 
fully brush away any insects they come across. They extend this respect for 
animal life to strclr arr extrtJnie that they sternly refuse to touch animal food. I 
have already descr ibed their celebrated Pitrjrapol, or hospital for aitintals. 

The Jains are the greatest, indeed, one may almost say, tire only architects 
of India; for the other sects have but copied their earlier monuments: and in 
fact the whole of the Indo-Mussirlman architecture was the work of the Jain 
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school The Hindoos have given them the name of Vcdyavhan, or magic 
builders. 

Tlie entrance to the ravine of Ourwhai is guarded towards the plain by a 
line of massive ramparts, constructed by the Emperor Sliemsoodeen Altamsli 
in the year 1235 ; at tlie foot of which are some deep wells of exctjlent water. 
They are round, and of an immense diameter; and a winding staircase in the 
stone wall descends to the level of the water. Tliese also are the work of Jain 
architects. 

Leaving the fortress and going round to the south-east faee of the mountain, 
you find another interesting group of Jain sculptures. The surface of tlie rock, 
to a distance of two hundred paces, has been dressed so as to form a smooth 
and even wall; and the excava'fions extend along the lower portion of this wall, 
opening on to a small ter¬ 
race built on the slojre of 
the hill The first group 
on the left comprises nine 
colosstd statues of Tirthan- 
kars, thirty feet in height, 
placed in a niche, with a 
wall in front of it pierced 
with doors, which conceals 
most of them. The licads 
of these statues have been 
much mutilated by the Mus¬ 
sulmans. Thence you pass 
into a small chamber, con¬ 
taining some bas-reliefs and 
the figure of a Tirthankar 
in a crouching posture. A 
door in this chamber leads 
to a tank, which is exca¬ 
vated in the interior of 
the mountain. Following 
the paved footpath which surrounds the tank, you come to another chamber, 
of larger dimensions, which is entirely occupied by a statue of Adinath, thirty- 
five feet liigh. The idol is encompassed by richly sculptured decorations, and 
the cushion on which it is seated bears a long inscription; while a stixiam 
of light falls on its face from a window ornamented with i)ilas(ers, ])lace(l liigh 
up in the wall On one .side of this room is a long alcove, in which ai’c nine 
colossal figures of Tirthankars, standing in a row; and above each sUtue there 
is a canopy of richly sculptured stone. This part of the mountain contains no 
less than twelve of these rooms, in each of which one or more colos.sal statues 
is to be found. Most of these are from twenty to thirty feet high; and I 
measured one, the face of which was no le.ss than five feet in length. The 
heads of some of these statues are encircled with crowns of serpents; others 
wear on the top of their mitres the Kalpa Vrish, or tree of science, which 
consists of three branches, and deserves attention on account of its resemblance 
to the mystic symbol of the Buddhists. 
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The exciivations on tlie south-east of Gwalior are even more curious than 
those of Ourwliai; but they are very little known, even by the native inhabitants. 
'J'ho stone and even the paintings are in such a good state of preservation that, 
to judge from their appearance, you would not take them to be more than a few 
centuries old. 'This is due to their position, for instead of being simply sculptured 
on the face of the rock, each statue is placed in a chamljer, which completely 
shelters it from rain and wind. It is jtrobable, however, that they were not 
constructed before the sixth century, and some of them date only from the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. 

Following the crest of the hill for a distance of ten miles, you find at intervals, 
for the whole length of the mountain, innumerable bas-reliefs, statues and excava¬ 
tions, the description of which would weary the rearlftr 

From the fortigoio^ .descrp)timi,soi"tfie wonders of Gwalior it will be seen til\ti.t 
this fortress j.hrnishes one of the most valuable collections of Indian monuments, 
since .vu can hero trace all the phases of the Jain and Hindoo architecture, from 
the second century before Christ to the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries of 
our era. 

1 cannot (juit this subject without aildressing a few words of thanks to Major 

15-jviid the officers of the 103rd Iicgiment, who, during the whole period of 

my stay at Gwalior showed me the most friendly hospitality, and cordially assisted 
me in my explorati(ms. 
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THE COURT OF SCINDIA. 

Origin of tho Miiliruttii Powor.—'I'lie Cossiicks of Imliu.—Tho Slipper-bearer of llie Puishwab.— 
Daolut Rao Scindia and the French Officers.—General Perron.—Tlie Possessions of Scindia. 
—Tlie Maliratta Camp of Gwalior, its Bazaai-s and Monuments.—The King displays his 
Horsemanship.—An Interview with the Maharajali.—'I'he Durbar and the Nautch Girls. 



HE Maharajali Scindia, King of Gwalior, is now the most power¬ 
ful native sovereign of Hindostan, and, witli the Guicowar, King 
of Baroda, and Ilolkar of Indore, rejiresents that great Maliratta 
power which, except for the intervention of the English, would 
have restored India to the Hindoo,s. 

The name of Maha Eachtra (Great Kingdom) i.s given to 
That vast tract of country which lies between the Deccan and Hindustan, bordered 
on one .side by the Vindhya Mountains and on the other by the Western Ghilts, 
and which is now divided into the provinces of Kandeish, I’oonah, Nagporc, 
Anrungabad, Beejapore, &c. The territory is intersected by numerous chains of 
mountains, which form a network of well-watered and fertile valleys. 

The Mahrattas, who inhabit this country, have from the remotest anticpiity 
been a strong and self-reliant nation. For the most jiart husbandmen or 
shepherds, they were content to remain among their native mountains, and, owing 
to their exces.sive pride and intrepidity, succeeded in retaining the most complete 
liberty and independence. The country was divided into states or communes, 
which were governed by the patels or mayors of the villages; and, even when the 
war of independence had resulted in a Mahratta monarchy, the sovereigns retained, 
as their first title, that of patel; and to this day, in spite of the English dominion, 
the Maha Eachtra has preserved its ancient institutions, .such as the punchayet, 
or elective assembly, and the independence of its communes. 

It was about the middle of the seventeenth century that the great Sivaji 
Bhousa appeared among those rude and uncultivated pca.sauts; and tho dream of 
this great genius was the litieration of the Hindoo people, and the overthrow of 
Mussulman domination. The Maha Eachtra had always resisted the invaders, 
and liad only nominally recognised the supremacy of the Padishah. Sivaji 
commenced his groat work at the age of seventeen, and raised himself in a few 
years from the rank of a petty chieftain to that of supreme sovereign, and was 
recognised as such by the Emperor of DelhL The religious intolerance of 
Aurungzeb, so contrary to the politic lenity of his predoces.sors, raised the Hindoo 
fieople in revolt, and the incursions of the Mahrattas became a religions crusade. 
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Tlic national feelin" once roused, the Mahrattas rose as one man, and this nation 
of sheplierds and peasants became an anny which oven-an the richest provinces of 
the empire. 

1 'lie Malnattas arc born horsemen; and the country abounds with small 
hor.sirs, wliicb are u^ly, Init clever, a(;tivc, and womlerfully sure-footed. It was of 
such elements that the national army was composed, consi.sting of light cavalry, 
iiKU'c adapted for pillage than for open warfare,.,^nd all armed with lances; very 
few carrying muskets. Their srpiadrons spread lil^jia cloud over the country they 
inPiiuled to jdunder, advancing immense disLaii^s, and disappearing at the 
approach of the hoa\’y cuirass-armeil cavalry of the Moguls. 

General Malcolm has described tlie organisation of these Indian Cossacks, 
against whom be liad constantly to iiglit. Each year at the close of the rainy 
season (during which all hostilities cease), the festival of the Dupara was tiie 
signal for the reopening of the campaign. Tlie soldiers from all the neighbouring 
villagiis flock(id to the Mahratta standard, wlien the anny stalled on the march, 
with no other provision for the campaign than the food and forage which each 
man carried at bis saddle-bow. riunder was therefore necessary to their 
existence, but it was carried on in a regular and .systematic manner. 'The booty 
taken by the soldiers was all carried to the camp, and divided among them under 
tlie superintendence of the officons. Besides tliis, each soldier received regular 
])ay, which wrus dcu’ivtsl from the taxes iireviously levied upon the towns. Over¬ 
running tlie richest province's like a Uirreut, the army was constantly recruited by 
the accession of Hindoo advcuiturers and malcontents, so that after each successive 
defeat it became stronger than it was at the commencement of the campaign. 

Like Charlemagne, who wept on beholding the Norman ships on the Seine, 
old Aurungzeb, tins last of the Great Moguls, foresaw that these bandits would 
(^ause the ruin of the tin-one of Baber; and he made energetic attempts to put 
them down, and succeeded .several times in overtlirowing them, Imt never could 
comi'letely anniliilate. this terrible foe. After his death, in order to arrest their 
devastations, the inilolent Shah Allum relimpiished to them the fourth part of the 
revenue of those provinces which were exposed to their incursions. From that 
day the Mogul empire has virtually ceased to exist. 

I'lie Scindias were a powerful Midiratta family of luisbaudmen, of the Sudra 
caste, and of the jnoviuce of Sattara. The first who carried arms and rescued 
tlieir name from obscurity was Ilauaji Sciudia. About the year 1725 he came to 
the Gourt of I’oonab, and obtained tlus impoj-tant po.st of slipper-bearer to the 
l*ci.shwab; and, while there, an accidenUd misdemeanour proved the cause of his 
ultimate good fortune!. One day the Beisliwah was presiding at a prolonged 
(Jouncil of State; Ilauaji fell asleep in the antechamber; and, after the audience, 
the king-minister, in looking for his slippers, found his servant asleep, with the 
slippers tightly clutched to his bosom. The Beisliwah was so touched by this 
proof of fidelity and devotion to his penson that he raised Scindia to the highest 
functions of the state. Ilanaji’s jwwer increased rapidly; he became one of the 
most popular leaders of the Mahratta troops; and on his death he left a vast 
kingdom, in the very centre of Malwo, to his son Mahaji. 

The sanguinary battle of Baniput, won in 1761 by the Sultan Ahmed, 
arrested for a time the progress of the Mahratta power. Mahaji Scindia fell, 
wounded by a terrible stroke from an axe, and was left among the dead ; until he 
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was found by a Wmti (water-carrier), who conveyed him to the Deccan. On 
returning to the court of Dx^nah, Scindia by degrees got the entire administration 
of affairs into his own hands; but, like a true patriot, ho cm])loyed the power he 
thus acquired in the service of the I’eishwah, respecting the institutions of his 
country, and rejecting the advances of tlie l^higlish, wlio re.cognised him as tlio 
sovereign of Malwa and Doab. He died in 1794 > leaving his crown to his 
nephew Daolut Eao Scindia, a child of thirteen, who, with remarkable energy, 
succeeded in dispersing all his rivals, and in seating himself firmly on his 
throne. 

Daolut Kao, wlio was the inveterate cJiemy of the English, extended his 
kingdom as far as the runjanb, and succeeded in jiossessing himself of the jierson 
of the Padishah, to whom he assigned a pension. 'J’he one iilea of this pi-ince 
Wiis to replace his undisciplined hordes by a powerful army, capable of competing 
with the English; and his incursions into the Deccan brought him into communi¬ 
cation with some French adventurers, the remnant of Lalley’s army, who had 
remained in the country, offering their services to all who were hostile to the 
English. Scindia thus attracted to his court De Koigne, Jean Bapti.ste, Lalley 
(the nephew). Perron, and many others; who transformed the Mahratta army 
into those well-organised battalions before which the English were freipiently 
obliged to retreat. 

The incessant struggle between Scindia and the English terniinatcid finally to 
the advantage of the latter. The disaflection of I’erron was a fatal blow to 
Daolut Kao; for, although formerly only a sergeant in the French army, he now 
acquired a degree of power which jdaced him almost on a level with his master. 
History, from the English point of victw, ))ortrays him as an arrogant and pusil¬ 
lanimous upstart; but I must be permitted to deny this charge, and to say that 
Perron’s only fault was that he allowed himself always to be guided by the one 
motive of interest; whereas, if he had jtlayed his part better, he might, with the 
supjtort of the Punjaul), have conqdetely stopped the British invasion. Alarmed 
at the advance of the Engli.sh, and del'eated liy Lake at Aligurli, Perron accepted 
the overtures of Lord Wellesley (Wellington) and retired to Chandernagore with 
a eonsidei'able fortune; and this mean treachery was a death-blow to that heroic 
band of Frenchmen who had caused so much uneasiness to the English. 

General Bonrquien, a I’arisian, tried to carry on the war, but, being dcifeatrsd 
under the walls of Delhi, he was (rbliged to surrender himself to the English; 
and finally, at the battle of Laswari (November i.st, 1803), Daolut Kao was 
completely overpowered, in .spite of the pi-odigious efforts of the Krench officers, 
and obliged to negotiate a peace; the moat impi'rtant elaufte of the treaty being 
that he should dismiss all the Frenchmen, and never employ them again in his 
service. The struggle was renewed shortly afterwards, but, once more vamiuished, 
Scindia consented to a final peace with the East India Company, in 1818, and 
agreed to abandon his rights over Delhi and the Padishah, to retire beyond the 
Chumbul, and to allow the English to form two camps of occupation within his* 
territory. 

Jankhaji, the successor of Daolut Kao, died in 1843, without issue; whereupon 
the English were forced to take part in the quarrels wdiich followed respecting 
the succession; and it was not until after the two battles of Punniar and MaharaJ- 
pore that they succeeded in placing on the throne the nephew of Jankhaji. 
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Tlie territories of Scindia extend from the Chunibul to the Stbtpoora Mountains, 
and tlie area comprises about 33,000 square miles, including Western Malwa, 
a iwrtion of Ihnulelcund, of Haraouti, and of Oimdtwara. The population is 
estimated by some at four millions, by others at more than six millions; but the 
altsence of a reigular census renders all such computations somewhat doubtful.. 

I'he administration of the country is far superior to that of the other States 
of India. 'J'liis superiority and the able government for the last few years are 
due to the first minister, Sir Dinkur llao, a man of great capimity, to whom the 
country was entrusted during the minority of the prince. It was he who prevented 
the young nialiarajah from joining in the revolt of 1857; and thus he not only 
preserved .Sciiulia.’s indepcindence but also saved the cause of the English; for, 
had Scindia ehosiai, lie could have raised the whole of Ikajwara, from Bombay to 
the Junin!i. .(\s a reward for these services, Dinkur Kao was knighted by the 
Queen. The English keep up three permanent canqis of occu})ation in Scindia’s 
territories—Morar, .Iliansi, and Sipri. 

Tlie present capital is Gwaliorka Lashkar, or the Cainj> of Gwalior. "When 
Madhaji invaded Hindostan, he established his hcadciuarters near Gwalior, in the 
kingdom of Johud; and desiring to maintain the Mahratta hordes under his 
command in active service, tind to jirevent them from intermixing with the 
conquered people, he forme.d a permanent camp on this spot, where he himself 
lived under canvas among his .soldiei-s. This camp became Ids capital, whence 
he plmide.i-cal and devastated the surrounding countries, shutting himself up in 
his stronghold during the rainy season. Gradually the tents were replaced by 
huts, where the soldiers lived, suriounded by their families; bazaars sprang up; 
the king’s tent was transformed into a palace, ami the camp became a town. 
Although it still bears the name of Lsishkar, it is now one of the finest cities of 
India, and its jxijHdation amounts to three hundred thou.sand. 

The dak bungalow of Gwalior, where we alighted, is situated in the plain on 
the west, winch separates the fortress from the capital. It stands at the foot of 
a picturcisipie liuige of hills, consecrated to the monkey-god Hunouman, and at 
the entrance of the suburb of Satti Ghati (or Broken Mountain), thus named 
from (lie deep cutting which had to be made through the mountain for the road 
which unites the faubourg to the town. This suburb consists of the summer 
residences of the nobles of Scindia’s Coui t, and is one of the mo,st charming spots 
imaginable. The valley is filled with an abundant vegetation; the orange, the 
lemon, and the shaddock trees exhale their intoxicating perfumes, which aih' 
didused by the damp vapours rising from the numerous tanks: above this forest 
of fruit trees vi.s(' th 5 ])er))endicular terraces of the hill, on which are built the 
])ahices with their long stone verandahs; and here and there a chatri or a small 
temple painted in vivid colours, and a few small white houses, enliven the 
charming landscape. 

Our first care on arriving at Gwalior was to visit the English Agent at 
Scindia’s Court, Major Hutchinson, who lives at the pretty English station at 
Morar, some miles from the town. Being informed of our arrival by this officer, 
his Highness the Maharajali sent us an elejihant and a pundit of the Court, who 
was instructed to ilo the honours of the country. 

The first few days were devoted to visiting the marvels of ancient Gwalior, 
after which the pundit took us to see Lashkar and the palace. 
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The town is situated on the banks of the river Sawunrika, which is crossed 
by several stone bridges. The first view of it reminds one of Baroda; it occupies 
almost the whole of a small circular valley, surrounded by barren hills, which 
lies to the south of the rock on which stands the ancient fortress. Tlie sulairbs 
are dirty, and cut up into narrow, crooked .streets; but towards the centre of the 
town you come to liandsome wide streets, witlx regular rows of fine stone houses; 
and a noisy crowd throngs the bazaars. At one end of a handsome .square. 
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planted with trees, extend the buildings of the palace, the exterior of which is 
in no way remarkable. It was built V>y the present king; and, being a mixture 
of Italian and Hindoo architecture (which appears to be the new Anglo-Indian 
style of building), I need scarcely say that it is very ugly. The interior of the 
ixalace, however, is arranged with great taste; the apartments are comfortable, 
cool, and well ventilated, and open into pretty little English gardens. Some of 
the rooms are very richly ornamented, the walls being covered with frescoes and 
sculptured cornices, and the dfiors and windows hung with heavy draixeries. 
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Durin" our visit to the palace, the maharajah sent us his compliments, accompanied 
by a dali, or basket of European fruits and vegetables, which are rare delicacies 
here, and arc cultivated with great care in a iwrtion of the royal garden. 

Tlie palace is suiTounded by the barrfccks, which are largo stone buildings, 
very well arranged and scrupulously clean; and a little farther on is the ancient 
l>alacc of the Seindias, a va.st group of buihlings in tlic style of High. 

From h(!re we went to the L’oyal Necropolis, where repose the ashes of the 
iirst Seindias. Tlie mausoleums are cousti'ueted on the plan of the Hindoo 
temples; and the sanctuary is surmounted by a graceful pavilion, crowned with 
a dome with a tliousand ]>innacles of great beauty, above wliich rises a lofty spire. 
One is astonished to lind such remarkable originality in monuments of so recent a 
date.. They are liuilt of a V(‘ry liard grey sandstone, which takes such a high polish 
that unless closely examined it has all the ajtpearanee of marble. 

llefore leaving the town we went in search of a certain banker, Lall Govind 
by name, on whom the J!ank of Agra had furnished us with a bill of exchange, 
that is to say, a homuli, a common little square piece of paper, covered with 
illegible Nagari characl,(u-s. We succeeded with some diili(!ulty in finding his 
abode, in one of the mo.st dismal streets of J^ashkar, where, in a greasy little stall, 
J>all was occupicsd in selling oil. He was a venerable but dirty Ilanian, of the 
.lain caste; and tm otir presenting the j)aper he (piickly disappeared to the back 
of his sho]), whence he returned in a few minutes with the dtie sum. 

'J’he institution of the system of bills of exchange in India dates back to a 
remote p(!riod, and we can easily understand the advanhige of it when one sees 
how dangerous it is, even in the present day, to carry money about one’s person. 
The houndi is simply a letter, commencing with an invocation to the god Ganesa, 
and mentioning the nninner and date of payment. It bears no stamp or legal 
mark of any kind, but its authenticity is guaranteed by certain signs, which are 
adopted by the bankers, and known only to themselves. These transactions are 
perfectly safe; and the ])roof of it is that Enr(qtcans acicept the.se houndis without 
the smallest hesitation, although they do not under.stand a word of them, and 
although they are often issued by disreputable-looking merchants upon correspon¬ 
dents at a distatice of stiveral hundreds of miles. 

The Court of Gwalior does not otfer the same attrac;tions to the traveller as 
those (.»f ilaroda and Gmleypoor. I’olitics and the reorganisation of his country 
occupy the time and thoughts of the prince far more than hunting and festivities; 
and certainly 1 should be the last to blame him tluirefor. He lives with com¬ 
parative simplicity, which to lus, however, appears gorgeoinsly magnificent. One 
is somevvh.at di.sappoinicd at the alcscnce of ])omp and display on coming from 
Oudeypoor and Jeypore. 

On the 25th of .lanuary Major Huchinson informed us that the maharajaJi 
wotdd receive us in durl)ar on the following day. On our way to the palace at 
the appointed hour, we found the stre.ets thronged with immense crowds, and 
sfowaris of housemen and ekqdiants were n)aking their way towards the durbar. 
I'lie cause of all this array was the appj)roaching departure of the Agent, who 
here enjoys the esteem of all, and to whom the nobles wished to pay their respects 
at this last interview with the king. The choubdars of tbe palace received us on 
the giaiul staircase, and conducted us to the audience-chamber, where we found 
Majt>r Hutchinson and several English oflicers of rank. 
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From a balcony we witnessed a display of the maharajah’s skill in horseman¬ 
ship. Mounted on a magnificent stallion of Imari, ho went through all the 
evolutions of the high school of Iiiduu This royal tilt ])resented a striking scene. 
Tlie king, perfectly at his esise, managed his steed with all the ardour and spirit of 
the Mahrattas; the animal reared, plunged, started oil' i)recii)itately, stejjped short, 
pranced and jumped at his master’s will. Horse and ridei- wore equipped with 
equal magnificence, the rich silken stufl's si^arkling with a profusion of gold, 
precious stones, and feathers; and the pages and attendants in the royal livery, 
standing in picturesque groups at the extremities of the arena, conqdeted the 
picture. The last dexterous feat was greeted with a gtmeral “Wah! Maharaj !” 
and the prince dismounted. 

Passing through the hall of the durbar, he took his seat on the gold and 
silver throne; while a less elevated thi'one on his right hand was occupied by 
the heir-presumptive, his adopted son, whf) fills the place of the two sons he has 
lost. A long row of .sofas for the accommodation of nobles and dignitaries of the 
Court lined the hall on either side. 

Major Hutchinson presented us to his Highness, who rose, and, after .shaking 
hands, conversed with ns for a few moments. 

The Maharajah Syaji Scindia is a man of a remarkable physiognomy. At first 
sight one is stnick by the furrowed brow, the hard mouth, and the wild and 
melancholy expression which j)ervades th(i whole countenance; but the fisatures 
ai’e full of a royal and imposing dignit}', and express much sympathy and 
feeling. 

He was only thirty-three years of agti, Imt appeared much older. He was 
afflicted with an impediment in his speech, which made him so nervous Ijefore 
strangers that he could scarcely articulate a somid. It is difiicnlt to say whether 
this stainmering was most {lainful to the |n ince or to those ])re,sent, for under 
these circum,stances it is often difficult to keep one’s countenance. 

In order to save the king the necessity of Iniving to talk nmch, they have 
introduced the custom at Gwalior of liaving nautch-girls at one end of the audience- 
chamber, who sing incessantly during the durbar. The presence of these charming 
nautch-girls, with their fine eyes and hiilliant costumes, greatly enlivens this 
monotonous ceremony; but tlie incessant chorus of shrill voices somewhat hinders 
one from following the disjointed conversation of the king. 

The ceremony of utterpan, which always takes place at the clo.so of tlie 
durbars, is here performed with great solemnil,y. Each one present receives a 
muslin handkerchief, which he places on the palm of his right hand; the maha- 
rajali then rises and, going up to each European in turn, j)ours some attar of 
roses on his handkerchief, and i»resents him with betel leaves, areca-nuts, ami 
cardamoms, at the same time throwing a garland of jasmine round his neck. One 
of the ministers goes through the .same ceremonies with the native.s. The 
Europeans then pass one by one before the throne, and, shaking hands with the 
king and the heir-presumptive, leave the apartment, escorted by the choubdars* 
and the nautch-girls. 

On taking leave of me Major Hutchinson gave me the klmreetas, or letters of 
introduction to the Eajah of Duttiah and the Souba of Jhansi; and he informed 
me that the maharajah had placed an escort at our disposal, which was to 
accompany us through Bundelcund. Accordingly, on returning to the bungalow. 
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1 found a vakil awaiting rae with the promised escort. The sowars had already 
pitched their tents; tlie bivouac fires were burning; the horses were picketed, 
and the lances and muskets piled; at a little distance eight strong camels and 
two line dromedaries were ruminating lazily; and a hulkara, two saniwallahs, and 
several camel-drivers completed the group. 

Tlie Vakil presented these our future attendants to us; and, after reading 
out the orders of the malmi'njah, he took leave of us, bearing our salaams to his 
master. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 


STATE OF DUTTIAH. 

Biindelcund,—Hunleo Sing and Boundi.—The Slave Boundelas.—Duttiali.—Palace of Biraiiig 
Deo.—The Death of a Camel.—Interview with the Rao Maharajah of Duttiah.—The 
Rope-Dancers.—The Holy Mountain of Sounaghur.—Tlie Fakir of the Holy Flower. 

ANUAliy 28x11.—We left the Gwalior Imiioalow during the 
night, and by sunrise we were eliitihing the rocky slopes of the 
Narwtir Ghats. The rocks were composed of circular groups, 
divided by small ravines, or else ran beside tlic hanks of 
streams fringed with tlic tamarisk. TIic air was pure and very 
■ bracing, and the groves re-sounded with tlic slirill call of the 
jungle-cock. Our caravan wound its way, serjient-like, uj) the road; Stdiaumburg and 
myself, perched upon our tall dromedaries with their elcgiuit liarncss and tlicir 
silken saddle-cloths, leading the way. Around us was tlie vanguard of our sowars, 
forming a collection of typical characters that would have gladdened the lieart of a 
}»ainter of Oriental life. All more or less in rags, for tlie new clotliing had been left 
iKdiind in the town, they were mounted ujion small but very liery liorses, a sort of 
cushion tightly girthed up being used in place of the saddle, and the bit being a 
very strong one. Eacli sowar receives from the State a gun, which is neither 
more nor less than a fowling-piece of Indian construction, tliougli it is not to be 
despised, for it canies a great distance, and shoots ^•er■y true. Some of them 
caiTy a long lance or javelin, in addition to tliis weapon; and otliers use a pistol, 
while they all have several daggars, katars, and the bent tulwar. They vary as 
much in type as they do in accoutrement. Vicing composed of liajpoots, Deccanis, 
and Pathans; but they are all alike brave, light-hearted, fond of travel, and still 
more of pillage, and always ready to execute their orders. Next came the main 
body of the caravan, the horses being led by hand; and the camels bearing 
regular mountains of boxes, on the top of which are the most heterogeneous 
objects, such as fowls, monkeys, parrots, or even young nautchnis, wliich are 
following the march. Forming the wings of the canivan marched the ooniwallalm 
(men who tend the camels), the servants and the syces; and behind these a few 
sowars form the rear-guard. Tlie whole of this motley assemblage passed the’ 
time in singing and calling out to one another. Most of them smoked, and they 
all inhaled with delight the pure air of the jungle, which is so beneficial to the 
Indian. Take a man whom in the city you will find discontented and anxious to 
shirk the least labour, and transport him to the jungle; he will become jovial and 
not afraid of hard work. The same men who seemed to be always conspiring 
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against your interests suddenly become devoted to you. If a danger should arise, 
or the peasant endeavour to cheat you, they will lake your part with an astonish¬ 
ing degree of zcsal. The explanation of this sudden change lies in the fact that, 
in addition to the indueuce of the jungle, the European when on the march lives 
amongst his men, and, as lu; thus gets to know them and they him, he treats them 
with greater kindness, and takes an interest in what they do. The Indian is 
(fasily reached by kindness, which gets him to do what neither blows nor threats 
would have accomplished. Moreover, the native who is in the service of a 
European considers himself degraded in the eyes of his fellows to a certain extent; 
but the feeling passcjs away in the jungle, where he becomes the representative of 
the sahib. He looks upon himself as almost a European, and the attention paid 
to his orders by the peasants and even the traders flatters his self-esteem. I’owards 
eight o’clock we got out of the delile, near the pretty little town of Antri, which 
(ixtends tf) the beginning of extensive ])l.ains, studded with solitary rocks; and we 
jiassed through numerous villages, which bore a very flourishing aspect; amongst 
others Simouria, which is pictures<iuely built stage upon stage on the side of a 
fortitied rock. At ten o’clock we reached a small bungalow in ruins, about a 
gunshot from the village of Dalva. Near this village runs the river Scinde, 
which sesparates the stales of Scindia and Eundelcund. 

Bundelcund, or the Bonndelas country, is all the mountainous region between 
the Vindhya tahhdand and the Jumna, frimi the river Scinde in the west to the 
Tonsa in the cast. 'This country is very' hilly, tlie ramifications of the Vindhyas 
covering it with small chains of mountains, between which are narrow valleys 
intei'seeted by rivers, all of which fall into the Jumna. The jmucipal of these 
strcjams are the Betwah, Dhesan, and (fane. I'he northern part contains some 
wadl-cvdtivated plains, tliickly populated; but the rest of the country is an 
immense and almost virgin forest, in wdiicli only a few rare sixits have been 
cleared. 'The Bundelcund forests are the finest in Indiii. Growing on a soil high 
above the sea-level, well watered, and close to the tropics, they contain at once 
the richest ])roducts of tb(! North and the South; the mhowah, the bur, the 
catechu, aiul other gum-trees; from which the native inhabitants extract many 
useful i)roducts. 

Bundelcund has not, however, always been what it now is. The numerous 
works of att which are to be found there, the vast dykes, the ruins of great cities, 
show that it must have been inhabited by an industrious and civilised people, and 
that loiig before our era 

In the third century ii.c. it formed part of the Empire of Bindousara, and was 
for a long time bound up witli the destinies of Magadha Under the name of 
Jaujavati, it was a powerful kingdom, the ymosi^erity of which is recorded-by the 
Chinese htstorian Hiouen-Thsang, who travelled through it in the seventh century. 
A century later the Bajpoot tril)es of the Chandala clan invaded it, and estab¬ 
lished themselves at Mahoba; and they in turn were overthrown in the tenth 
century by the Cliohans of Delhi, a little before the Mussuhnan invasion. Since 
then this country has ceased to have a political existence. It became the refuge 
of all the princes di.sj)ossessed by the Tartars, and was split up into countless prin¬ 
cipalities governed by small bandit chiefs who, living only on pillage, plunged the 
country into ruin. 

In the fourteenth century, Hurdeo Sing, a Rajpoot prince of the Garhwa 
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tribe, having espoused a Roundi slave, was expelled from the Kshatriya caste. 
He left the Rajpoots and c<ame to reside at tlie Court of a small sovereign of 
Central India Some years after his arrival, the king’s son fell in love with his 
daughter, and asked for her hand. Hurdeo gave his eonsimt on the cotiditiou that 
the king and his nobles would he present at the marriage Ixanjiiet jn-epared Ijy the 
Boundi’s own hand; thus forfeiting,as he had himself done, the right to’tlie rank 
of Kshatriya. Out of afl'ection for his son, the aged king surmounted his scruples, 
and. on the appointed day all the Court was seated round Ilurdetj’s table; at 
which opium was mixed in the drinks handed round to the guests, who, being 
thereby rendered incapable of resistance, were despatched by assassins wliom 
Hurdeo had hired. Having thus got rid of the royal family, the Carhwa gained 
jiossession of the throne, and soon afterwards made liimself mastcir of the whole 
country. His sous and the numerous aillierents that he enlisted in his cause then 
formed a new clan known as the Bouud6la.s, or sons of the slave, and so gave the 
country its present name of Ikmndelakund or Bnndelcund. 

The Boundelas still lay claim to the title of Rajpoots, but the other tribes of 
Rajesthan refuse to rec(.»guise them as such, and, looking uiion them as outciists, 
will have no dealings with tliem. (Sifted with all the physical qualities of the 
Rajpoot race, they have only preserved the moral quality of courage. They are 
treacherous and cruel, and “ false as a Roundcla ” has become a Rajpoot jtroverb. 

All the Bundelcund races, indeed, are of the same imiuire Idood, from tlie 
Hindoo point of view. These savage countries were at one j)eriod the ndiige 
of criminals, of persons expelled from their caste, of brigands and political exiles, 
who, intermixing with tlie aboriginal races, founded new castes which were alxnni- 
nated by the Hindoos. Thus the Bundelcund Brahmin eats goat’s flesh and 
mutton, and drinks strong liipiors. In fact, he is Brahmin only in name. More¬ 
over, Bundelcund .still continues to be the classic land of brigandism; and in its 
sombre forests was born the terrible religion of the 'J’liugs. IJjion its higli table¬ 
lands the forces of the formidable insurgents fought the English troops in 1858, 
and there Nana Sahib took refuge after the massacres of Cawnpore. 'I’here, too, 
flourished some years ago the Dacoits, a sect of highway robbers and assassiirs. 
Nor is there any present sign that the country is likely to enievge from the state 
of barbarism which keeps it, so to speak, isolated from the rest of Inilia. No 
important route runs through it, and no railway has yet been constructed. With 
the exception of a few unimportant points, it is entirely under the government of 
the rajahs. It is one of the lea.st known parts of India; the evil reputation of 
the inhabitants, and the generally accejited opinion that it contains no nionuments 
of interest, having hitherto kept travellers away. 

January 2 gth .—In the course of the morning we crossed the Scinde, which 
here forms the frontier of the kingdom of liuttiaL It is an important ri\ er, more 
than half a mile broad, and the banks very high; with a current so swift that it is 
difficult to ferry across; and upon the opiwsite bank extends a large and slightly 
undulatmg plain. About ten o’clock, we came upon a road winding througli * 
splendid forests, which concealed from our view the heights of Hiittiah; and from 
time to time we perceive watching-placcss on the sides of the j)recipices—a fact 
which shows that these valleys abound with game. Bassing over a very uneven 
peak, we suddenly saw at our feet the capital, pictures((uely situated amidst a 
belt of lakes and forests. Its appearance was very charming. Above its low 
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liouses, with their roofs of red tiles, rose the steeples of ijinmuerable temples, and, 
standing out above them all, were two enormous square buildings crowned with 
domes and clock-towers; which, as our men informed us, were the royal palacea 

The guards stopped our advance when we reached the gates of the city, and 
their captain came out, requesting us, with many indications of respect, to await 
the arrival of the Vukeel; who soon put in an appearance and told us that the 
rajah, informed by the Gwalior Agent of our coming, had prepared a residence for 
us outside the city. Conducted by the Vukeel, we skirted the walls, and soon 
reached a pretty little bungalow, j)icturesquely situated at the edge of a large 
road, and on the banks of a jhvcl. The verandah commanded a fine view; and by 
the banks of the water a few tombs, together with groups of date-trees, formed 
a beautiful perspective. Upon the other side of the lake was the antique palace 
of Birsiiig Deo, crowning a slight eminence covered with houses and gardens; and 
a little farther extended a quay planted with trees, with rows of handsome villas 
on each side, and running straight to a line of hills; from the lake to the edge of 
the forest, the rice plant formed a carpet of emerald green. The bungalow con¬ 
tained several comfortable rooms, and our escort found shade and coolness beneath 
the neighbouring trees. In the course of the evening I received the envoys of 
the rajah, who, with many salaams, presented us the traditional dalis. 

The State of Duttiah is one of the most important of the Bundelcund princi- 
palitie.s. Detached about a century since from the territory of Oorcha, it is now 
under the j»rotection of England, to whom it pays a small annual subsidy. It 
has a superficies of about 850 square miles, and a population of about 200,000. 

Janiuiri/ ^oih .—The rajah sent us, early in the morning, one of his equipages 
and a kamdar, assigned to do us the honours of the capital. 

The town is surrounded by a thick wall, thirty-seven feet high, built upon 
the rock, without ditch or glacis, and strengthened at intervals by round towers 
built into it; and access to the city is gained by several fortified gates, each of 
which has its guard-house. The first noticeable point, on entering the town, is its 
extreme cleanliness; the winding streets are macadamised, and each has its run¬ 
ning stream; the houses are lined with brick, and have small stone steps leading to 
them; and the inhabitants themselves are decently clad. 

The temples are very numerous, and havis a style of their own. They con¬ 
sist, for the most part, of a square chapel surmounted by a high steeple, some¬ 
times conical, sometimes pyramid-shaped, flanked by four clock-towers. The 
walls arc wholly unornamented; and a couple of columns support a small gable, 
which jtrotects the entrance. The interior presents the same aspect of simplicity;, 
the w'alls .are painted, and there arc the altar and the lingam of Iswara. The 
steeples have large metal discs or gilded tridents on the summit. To the west of 
the city stands the palace of Birsing Deo, one of the most remarkable specimens 
of Boundela architecture. It is a square mass, each side of which is over 300 
feet long, and it is nearly 100 feet high, the pinnacle of the central dome being 
I 50 feet above the level of the terrace. The facade, four storeys high, has mag¬ 
nificent balconies of carved stone, in the centre of which is an ogive portico, 
surmounted by an elegant loggia; while five otlier domes crown the summit. The 
whole building is of granite, and is constructed upon a vaulted terrace, the arches 
of which are 40 feet high. The apartments in the two first storeys are very dark, 
as the only light they receive is from the windows of the front, and they have 
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no courtyard. They are injiuerise rooms, tJie arched roofs of which are supported 
by numerous pillars, and contain many curious frescoes. The third and fourth 
storeys run round a courtyard or terrace. On a level with the second storey, in 
the middle of this courtyard, rises a square tower divided into fo\ir storeys, which 
supports the central dome. This to\ver contained the royal a])artmcnts, in which 
may still be seen the remains of piiintings and mo.saics. 

Everything about this palace is sombre and massive; and one can easily 
disefu’n the traces of the great genius of King llirsing l)eo, and of the notorious 
Eoundela, whose name has become legendary. Its enormous proportions render 
it unfit for habitation; the small Court of Duttiah, iiuhted, would be lost in this 
immense labyrinth; and thus it is abandoned to the bats and the owls. 

Thence we proceeded to the citadel, which stands in the centre of the town. 
It is surrounded by thick rampaits with large round toweivs, and is now utilised 
as the palace of the (^ueen, \vhich consists of a group of graceful })avilions, 
encompassed by flower-beds; and at the foot of the walls is the Tope Khana, the 
arsenal of Duttiah, containing some old cannons and a number of antique w'eapons. 
The kamdar next took us to the new college founded by the present sovereign, 
which is attended by a hundred non-resident scholars, who are taught, in addition 
to the ordinary course, I’crsian, Ourdoo, and English. 'J'he professors belong to 
the Benares University. The college is well conducted; and the discipline is 
excellent. 

On our way we ])assed the palace now used, situate, upon an eminence in the 
south of l.he city. It is a huge and many-storeyed edilice; the lower part being 
in the Boundela style of architecture, and the ujiper in the Anglo-Italian, the 
combined effect of which is not good. 

Outside the town the kamdar pointed out the numerous boats which were 
fishing u])on the lakes. I’hese small sheets of water abound with fish and turtle. 
But the chief product of these j/wris- is an acpiatic jdant of the lotus species, the 
root of which forms a sort of radish, good for food. It grows in water of 
middling dei)th, and shoots its stems nj) to the surface, and is detached with an 
iron rake. The boats used on these lakes are merely tranks of trees, hollowed 
out and squared, and propelled with double paddles. 

Bad news awaited us at our bungalow. (.)ne of our strongest camels had 
died suddenly, from eating fodder which was too fresh ; and the loss was all the 
more provoking as it was one of the animals lent us by the Maharajah Scindia. 
My men soon attached a rope to the carcase, and had it dragged by the other 
camels to a certain distance from the cajuji; whence, in about a <|uarter of an 
hour afterwards, W'e heard loud cries proceeding; and, on coming out of the 
bungalow to see what this meant, 1 saw a group of men, nearly naked, their arms 
covered with blood, dancing and shrieking like wild beasts around the dead 
camel; while others, armed witli knives, w’ere cutting long strips of flesh out of 
the carcase and plunging their arms into the breast to tear out the heart and liver. 
It was a revolting sight to witness, the delight of these poor jiariahs, Chumam or 
Bungheeas, at having so’splendid a prey ;—meat for these poor creatures, devoured 
by hunger, to whom Hindoo society denies the right common to every human 
being of enjoying the aliments of the earth, whom it jdaces lower in the social 
scale than animals, and whose life is not worth a rupee! Di.sgust gave place to 
pity> however, at the sight of these mild and inoffensive beings, always hard at 
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work, and compelled Ity a merciless society to obtain their food from the most 
repulsive of wild beasts. The mother was there with her children, waiting till 
lier husband had possessed himself of a piece of flesh, which would be to them 
luxury and plenty. Darkness set in, and then the pariahs were followed by 
hyicnas and jackals, whose hideous cries all night long resounded through the 
woods; and in the morning nothing was left but a bloody skeleton, which gauut 
dogs w’cre trying to tear away from the crows and vultures. 

Jummry 3 id .—In the course of the day the kaindar came to tell us that the 
maharajah expected us at a durbar. A carriage deposited us at the foot of a steep 
incline, leading to the palace situated at the summit. The ascent was laborious, but 
from tlie top we obtained a magnificent panorama of the city and its encircling 
hills. We were received in the first courtyard of the palace by the vukeel, who 
conducted us through a labyrinth of passages into the room where the durbar was 
to be belli. This room forais one of the upper terraces of the palace; a gallery 
runs round it; and the ceiling is painted red and blue. The prince received us at 
the door of this room, and conducted us to three chairs jdaced at the end of the ter¬ 
race, and, insisting upon my taking the centre chair, placed himself at my right, while 
the courtiers seated themselveslipon cushions ranged in order beneath the galleries. 

The Pao Maharajah, Bhuwani Sing, is a young man of two-and-twenty, of a 
good height, with sharp and aiistocratic features, and wears a large black board. 
He was costumed in the long brocaded tunic and light turban of the BoundSlas. 
Coming to the throne at the age of thirteen, he was placed beneath the tutelary 
care of an Engli.sh regent during his minority. His conversation gave evidence .of 
his having received an English education, and he expressed himself very sensibly 
upon political subjects, speaking freely of European affairs, more particularly of 
France. He told me that I was the first Erenchman who had paid him a visit, 
and he assured me that my compatriots would always be welcome at Duttiah; and 
he promised to give us a fete and to get up a shooting-party before we left. The 
servants handed round the ntterpan, and our audience then terminated. 

Upon the following day we were present at a nautch, given at the palace in. our 
honour. The national dances were executed by pretty Boundela girls, dressed in 
graceful costumes; and they were accompanied Viy popular retrains, some of which 
are very singular. To the nautch girls succeeded jugglers, who amused us for 
more than an hour with the most astonishing feats. One of them took a large 
top, which, after having set it s])inning very rapidly, he placed at the end of a 
stick, which he lialanccd on his forehead; and the top then stopped or continued 
revolving at the word of command. The jugglers also placed a child in a wicker 
basket, which they pierced with swords and pikes, the blood streaming out at each 
blow ; yet the child, it is hardly necessary to say, came out without a mark upon 
it. After the jugglers came the acrobats, the most remarkable of whose per¬ 
formances wiis the dance on a loose rope. The performer, with naked feet, walked 
upon this rope, canying in his hand a balancing-pole, and uixm his head a lot of 
earthenw’are jars. Having got to the middle of the rope, he caused it to swing 
rapidly to and fro, and balanced himself by accommodating the agitation of his 
iKxly to that of the rope, his head meanwhile remaining motionless. Another 
acrobat w'alked along the inpe with buHalo horns tied perpendicularly to his feet. 
Surpiising indeed is the skill they exhibit. 

In the evening the rajah gave us a banquet in our bungalow. 
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About six miles to the nortli-west of Duttiah is the mountain of Sonna«hur 
(the Golden Mountain), one of the most fannms jdacea of })ilfvriina.ge for the Jains 
of Central India; and at the maliarajalis ad\'ice we detonnined to spend a couple 
of days in exploring it and talcing a series of views. 



On emerging from the fore.sts which girdle the town, we entered a vast and 
fertile plain, broken by a small chain of hills about i 50 feet high. Tliese hills 
form pyramids of enormous blocks of granite, which, having been separated by the 
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actifin of the water, are now grouped in picturesque disorder. Some of the blocks 
are conical and of considerable length, and stand upright like Druidical monuments; 
and the inhabitants, who worship thejn as natural lingams, smear them over with 
oil and red ochre. In some cases the blocks, massed one against the other, have 
fissures which run right through them all and form narrow conduits for the water. 
The last of these hills is Sounaghur, which, on the first view, presents quite a fairy 
appearance. A pretty village, half-hidden in tiees, runs round the base of the rock, 
which rises like a pyramid, its summit covered by the domes and gables of inmimer- 
alde temples; and on entering it the traveller sees the front of a large building 
constructed for the ]>ilgrims, in one of the galleries of which we foimd comfortable 
lodgings. The village is hut small, consisting of a few solitary bazaars and large 
convents, surrounded by high walls and inhabited by Jain monks; but in summer 
it is the centre of an important fair, at which jnlgrims from the most distant 
parts of UaJl'Ootana and liehar meet. 

At the end of the principal street is a large portico, which marks tlie entrance 
to the holy mountain, and beyond which is a well-kept ].>ath, cut out of the granite, 
and bordered on either side by temples, leading to the summit. These temples, 
over eighty in imml>er, covei' nearly the whole |)lat.eau and the eastern slope of the 
hill. They ai'c built of brick, and the walls are covered with a plaster made out 
of shells, wliich is almost as smooth aiid hard as marble. Most of them date from 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, though a few of them arc three centuries 
older. 'J’hcre is a great variety of shape and style; some are chapels, with altars 
upon which arc jJaced statues in marble or green serpentine; others are large 
buildings, with rooms for the ministering priests. In regard to style there is the 
modern Jain, the lioman, the Gothic, iiud the Saracen; and one might almost 
fancy that each architect had attempted something of his own, (piite difi’erent from 
that of his brethren. The body of tlie edifice generally stands on a terrace; and it is 
surmounted by one or more steeples, which are circled by a row of gables, chatris, 
and bell-towers. One of these temples is singidarly like a Muscovite place of 
worshiji; but, on careful insf)ection, it is clear that the architect had only made 
use of the Indian style of architecture, and the resemblance must be a mere matter 
of chance. Beside this temple is a strange building, consisting of four terraces 
built one ujion t,he other so as to form a cone thirty feet in height, and terminating 
in a small chapel. 

Apart from the interest whicli.this curious group of monuments must 
necessarily inspire, Sounaghur has a vojy striking attraction for the traveller. 
These numerous temples are piled one upon another amidst Idocks of granite the 
colossal dimensions of which inoduce a very grand effect, and which, hanging 
suspended as it were above the temples, seem as if they were about to fall and 
crush them. There is not a tree or a trace of vegetation to break the solitary 
grandeur of the landscape. 

Among the curit>sities of Sounaghur I must not omit to mention a fakir whom 
I saw at the door of the house one day, for he was the most hideous illustration 
of Hindoo fanaticism that can possibly be imagined. He was a goussain, or 
religious beggar. Upon his face, half hidden by a rough and unkempt beard, 
was tattooed in red the trident of Neptune; his hair, tied in a knot, was rolled 
above his head, fonning a sort of ]X)inted mitre; and his body, which was very 
lean and quite naked, was besmeared with ashes. But the most revolting thing 
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about him was liis left arm, which, withered and quite still; stood out perpendi¬ 
cularly from the shoulder. Through the closed luiiid, bound round with strips 
of linen, the nails had worked their way, and were growing out upon the other 
side; and the hollow of this hand, which had lieen filled with earth, served as a 
flower-pot for a small myrtle-bush. The outstretched and stiflened arm, indeed, 
made this wretched being look like a prophet of evil. 

Fakirs are by no means rare in India; but this practice olhains more 
especially among the goussain.s. In order to obtain this result, the patient has 
to be tied down to a seat, and his arm, exlended uy)wanls, is fastened to a 
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cross-bar. After a certain time, during whicli lie undergoes terrible torture, 
the arm withers, anchylosis ensues, and it thus becomes rigid. 1 need .scarcely 
say that this is an act of martyrdmn which the yieople look upon with great vene¬ 
ration, and that the holy man becomes to them an incarnation of the Deity. 

On our retuni to Duttiah, the rajah entertained us for several day,s. We 
assisted at a battue, at wliich an immense quantity of game was killed; amongst 
other animals a magnificent specimen of the blue bull—the nilghau, which is here 
called mze; and on the 6th of February we took leave of him, enchanted with our 
reception at tliis little Boundela Court.. 
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THE PROVINCE OF JHANSI. 

.Ilmiisi,—Thf RiUice and Tuiitia The Keav-K(■(‘[ hI's.—T lie I’etwa.—Baiwa.—iTlie Aeriul 

()aiii|i.—Biising Laka .iiid Dyke.—A Nif'lit-Wiitcdi. 

K tlie 7tli oi' February we left Dultiali, in a carriage wliich the 
maliarajah had provided to take us to Jhansi, which is sixteen 
miles distant. * 

Tlie English have made an e.xcellent road between the two 
towns, which passe.s through a rich and slightly undulating 
plain; and the country contains beautiful sftl forests. The 
trunk of the sfil-tree is very knotted and rough, and its foliage particularly 
luxuriant. The leaves, very soft to the touch, are of a greenish-blue tint, and 
from the flowers which hang in bunches from them is extracted a beautiful red 
dye. The underwood, dense and tangled, and containing an abundance of wild 
fruits, is very rich in fauna; and the nilghau and the stag arc always to be found 
in the glades, while the thickets teem with wild boars. 

On emerging from these Avoods we found the country arid and monotonous; 
the stony soil seeming not to be worth cultivation, and the vast masses of granite 
heaped together all around reminding one of tumuli. Vegetation is confined to 
the deep ravines, where the small huts of the </(mms (villages) are almost hidden 
by a curtain of greenery. 

We forded the small river I’ahouj, near which point the English are building 
a bridge for their military road—an operation necessitated by the frequent floods. 
On the opposite bank of the Pahouj the flinty ground produces nothing but rough 
grasses, from which we raised great flights of quails. A little farther the road 
skirts a somewhat lofty peak, and comes out in the valley of Jhansi; where we 
found our camp installed around the dak bungalow of the cantonments. Jhansi 
was formerly the capital of a small principality, taken during the last century 
from the kingdom of Oorcha. Its excellent climate and favourable position 
caused the English to select it for the sight of a permanent camp, and for the 
centre of their protectorate over llundelcund. This proximity, however, advan¬ 
tageous as it was in many Avays for her capital, did not suit the Eanee, who was 
a woman of great lieauty and courage, and aa'Iio occupied the throne of Jhansi at 
the commencement of the rebellion of 1857. At the news of the outbreak at 
Cawnpore and Lucknow she thought that the time had arrived for shaking oflf the 
yoke, and, the first to raise the standard of revolt in Bundelcund, she had all the 
Europeans of Jhansi put to death. She then assembled a small army, and, putting 







herself at its head, enlisted under the banner of Tantia I'opi. Slie became his 
most trusted adviser and friend; and after tlie fall of Delhi, Cawnyiore, and Luck¬ 
now, Tantia Topi began his famous retreat through Eundelcuud, where he gave 
much trouble to the Eritish forces for several months. Eut the besieging circle 
gradually closed around him, and Tantia Topi, with a handful of devoted followers, 
was compelled to hide himself in the solitudes of the V’indhyas. The Jtanee of 
Jhansi, however, never abandoned him. In one of the last engagements she 
changed in the front rank, and her body was afterwarils found on the field of 
battle, covered with wounds, while her features iireservcid their fierce and un¬ 
yielding energy even in death. While she thus met her fate. Sir Hugh Eose was 
besieging Jhansi. I'he fortress, after having been bombarded, was evacuated by 
the rebels, who took refuge during the night on a iioiglibouring hill, wliich was 
itself a natural fortress of gi'oat strength. After a severe struggle the English 
gained possession of the only path leading to the summit, and drove the whole 
garrison over the precipice on the other side; since 'which the precipice has been 
known by the name of lletribution Hill. 

The English have made Jhansi the most imjrortaut military station in Eundel- 
cund. The garrison comprises one European regiment and two of sepoys, besides 
artillery and cavalry; and the cantonments destroyed by the rebels in 1857 have 
been rebuilt on a larger scale. The town and the province are under the direct 
sway of a iSo-ubah or Mahratta governor; to whom the Eolitical Agent at Gwalior 
liad given us a letter from the king. The Soubah, on hearing of our arrival, called 
upon us at the bungalow, bringing vi'ith him an elephant for our service during 
our visit; and he gave us all the information possible about the objects of interest 
in his juovince, recommending u.s more especially to go and see Ooreha, the 
ancient Bouudcla capital, the ruins of which are a few miles south of Jhansi. 

To the north of the cantonments a small range of hillocks, together with the 
rock of the citadel, completely masks the town; and in front of these heights 
extends the pictures<iue necropolis of the Eajahs of Jhansi. Seen from the 
distance, the numerous mausoleums, standing side by side in a double line, seem 
to make up a very imposing monument, which is crowned by numerous spires 
and turrets; but, on nearer view, they resolve themselves into a multitude of 
small chapels, the stylb of which is not to be compared with that of the Maha 
Sati at Ahar; but they are, nevertheless, the most iinjxjrtant monuments in Jhansi. 

On the other side of the heights is the Hindoo town, enclosed by walls and 
stretching to a plain, interspersed with gai-dens ; protected on the one hand by 
the rock on the summit of wliich stands the citadel of Eirsing, and on the other 
skirting a beautiful lake, bordered by large trees and mas,ses of granite. 

The present town dates only from the seventeenth century, though it was 
built by Eirsing Deo upon the ruins (*f the ancient city of Chandeda. There is 
no trace of any building belonging to the latter city ; but its large baziiars, lined 
with handsome houses, are by no means uniutere.sting. There is a large trade in 
native goods, esjjecially in Chaudela muslins ; which, made in the Betwa province* 
out of the famous Nurma cotton, arc much esteemed in India, and sell for a high 
price. They are so light that a whole dress can be rolled into a parcel no larger 
than an apple. Blue cotton stuffs from the valley of the Dcssaun are also sold at 
Jhansi, and highly esteemJd. The inhabitants, who appear to be active and 
laborious, are principally Bound^las, and number about forty thousand. 
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The citadel, viewed from without, looks as formidable as ever, for the bombard¬ 
ment of 1858 did not injure the enormous donjons of Birsing Deo; but the 
interior is a mere mass of ruins, of dilapidated buildings and crumbling walls. 
I'his is all that remains of the ancient palacii. Nature alone has outlived the 
eatasfropho, and the magnilicent shrubs in the gardens of the lianee continue to 
wave over the ruins and the choked-np fountains. 

We had intended to continue our Journey on the 9th, but the cook had left us 
without warning to take a situation in .lluuisi; and, trilling as such a matter may 
seem, it tlu'ew us (;uite out of our calculations. We could not find a substitute 
the .same day, and we could not do without one, as none of the other servants 
would take his place. Chance, Iiowever, threw one in our way tlie day after, and 
thus we replaced the unfaithful Babourji. During this delay I had tlie opportunity 
of seeing that Jhansi provides little amusement for tlie Kuropeans; the place, in 
fact, may be characterised as dull. The jileasant walks are all very distant from 
the town, and the only mode of killing lime when duty is over is remaining at the 
mess or paying visits. While I was here, there was an exhibition of bears by men 
who were on their way from the Himalayas down to the Deccan. These men were 
encamped near our liungalow, and, as 1 was their neighbour, they did me the honour 
of a, tavutsha. The llimahiya bears are smaller than our common bears; their 
coats are very long, and of a rich black shade, and their elongated muz/les are 
very like jiigs’ snouts. The Hindoos take them very young, ))ut n'ligs in their 
noses, and pull out their biggest teeth; after which the wretched animals become 
very docile; but, as they get (ilder, they fall a jirey to a depression which soon 
kills them. They are made to dance the same dance which seems special to bears 
all over the world; hut the mo.st curious part of the entertainment is the pretended 
fight which tiikes place after the dance between the bear and his keeper. After 
receiving a IjIow of more tluin ordinary sev'erity, the animal seems to lose all 
jiatience, and, rushing at his keeper, enfolds him in his terrible embrace. Man 
and beast roll o\ (u- tog(!th(!r, uttering loud cries and moans; but, at a sign from 
the keeper, the l>ear releases him, and resumes his former position. This little 
drama is alw’ays very effective when seen for the first time; and it may be added 
that, in spite of the buH'alo-hide which the keeper wears, and the suhmissiveness 
of the bear, the latter .sometimes takes the matter au sdriviuc, and squeezes him to 
death before the .siKJctators have time to interfere. 

Our caravan left the Imngalow at Jhansi on the lOth, at four o’clock; and, 
preceding if. to the village of Barwa, we galloped across the arid plain in the 
company of two sowars, our horses’ hoofs rattling over the gi’anite soil, which is 
covered at inte.ivuls with large blocks of stone; and the dreary landscape only 
broken by a few clusters of acacias or thorn-bushes on the banks of the nullahs. 
Au hour’s riding brought us in sight of the famous Betwa, and from an elevation 
we looked down upon its limpid waters leaping between a chaos of rocks sixty feet 
below us. The stream, which is nearly 2000 feet broad, is shut in by liigh and 
steep banks; and at this sea.son of the year the waters were very shallow and the 
current scarcely perceptible. We forded it Just as the sun was sinking beneath 
the heights of Jhansi; and the deej) blue water, flowing amidst the granite boul¬ 
ders, looked as if it were covered with iri.s-tinted blocks of ice, while the opposite 
bank seemed to be radiant with fire: and over tins delicious landscape reigned 
the most complete stillness, broken only by the clatter of our horses’ hoofs. 
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The Betwa is the most importiiiit river in IJuiidolcund. It has its source near 
Bhopal, and it runs into the Jumna, not far from Humeerpoor, after a course of 
360 miles. The inhabitants of Central India look upon it as their sacred stream, 
and from Oorclia to Itaiciii its waters are very pure, and excellent to drink. 

On the opposite bank the scenery imp]'(.)V(!d at once, and tbe soil, irrigated by 
the outfall from the Barwa Lake, was richly cidtivated, while the vilhiges were 
buried in the foliage of the mango-trees. 

.We passed in front of a handsome temple, with a high seulptuved tower, tbe 
style of which is that of the ninth and teidh century. It is very similar to the 
temple of Vrij at (diittoi’e; and it is con.secrated to the monkey-god, Hunouman, 
so far as 1 could gather from the statue whicli adorns its front. 

Night had set in by the time we reached Harwa, where w(i were informed 
that the usual halting-place of the sahibs was in ati amdent castle u])on the banks 
of the Lake Barwa-Sagur. A native showed us the way there, and, halting at the 
entrance, advised us not to go in alone, as the place had the reputation of being 
liaunted by robbers and lieasts of prey. Determining therefore to aw.ait the 
arrival of our retinue, we went into wiiat was used as a guard-room when the 
castle was a fortified place; from wliich we could only just make out the outlines 
of the castle, from the black mass of which the crenellated towers soared upwards 
into the sky. But the hours went by, and there was no sign of our caravan 
coming; so, fiudhig our patience exhau.sted and our ai)petite nnsatisfiwl, we sent 
our sowars into the village for some milk and bread. They were absent more 
tlnin an hour, having no doubt ])rovide(l for them,selves, but they brought back 
with them some provisions for us. Our escort, having lost its way in the ravines 
leading to the Betwa, did not arrive till midnight. 

Having lighted torches, we began by visiting the apartments of the castle. 
The ground floor consists of large vaulted rooms, the huge wimlows of which look 
out upon a deej) precipice near the lake; and a. winding sluircaso leads to the 
first floor, the rooms of winch were tenanted by large bats, which the English call 
flying foxes. These hideous animals flew about in all directions when disturbed by 
the light of our torches, fla])ping their great wings in our faces, and making ofl‘ 
through the corridors with shrill cries. Upon the second floor we found some 
smaller and more comforLable apartments, which, as the tables and chairs attested, 
had been used by picnic i)arties from Jhansi. These rooms at the top of the jialace 
are partly surrounded by a terrace overlooking the lake; and to our great sm prise, 
and just as I was about to give orders for our baggage to be brought uj), 1 saw 
the whole caravan, horses and camels included, come out on to the teirace; the 
explanation of this startling fact being that there is a wide stone road which, 
winding round the rock upon which the castle is built, leads right up to the 
8ecx)nd storey. Our camp was soon installed in its aerial abode, and a good dinner 
obliterated the recollection of our inconveniences during the day. 

Lake Barwa-Sfigur is two miles long by one broad; but it is, correctly speaking, 
a jheel, or artificial lake formed b}' damming ujt a small trilmtary of the Betwif. 
It is situated in the midst of a plain encircled by a small chain of hills, some of 
which have peaks the sha])e of a pyramid. 

The bund, or dam, wlpch keeps its water from flowing away, is half a mile 
long; it is about forty feet high, and from thirty to forty feet thrmigh. Near the 
lake there are a great number of steps leading to the water; and the tenace is 
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planted with a double row of large trees, which form a very handsome walk. It 
is supposed that Birsing Deo was tlie creator of this remarkable work; but 
popular o])iiiiou in Bundelctind attributes everything to this great sovereign, and 
it is probalde enough that the lake was made at an e])Och anterior to his. 

Tlic usefulness of works of this kind is made very apparent here, for all the 
country below the lake is very fertile, while above it the land is barren and the 
vegetation iiarehed. 'J'lu- castle stands upon the side of a lull, at the foot of 
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which the toiTcnt, now driven back into the jheel, used to make its way. It is a 
singular building, liaving nothing Hindoo about it; and, with its large round 
towers and its many-windowed facades, it would not be out of place upon the 
hills that overlook the Bhine. The po,sition which it occupies is very well 
chosen, as it commands a view of the whole country, from the Betwa to Oorcha. 
The next day I went with my gun along the shores of the lake, having seen with 
ray glass from the top of the castle large flights of wdd-fowl in the small pools 
ui>on the other side. My path lay through the leafy alleys of the bund; and. 
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after stoppin*; to look at the small summer palace of the kings of Oorclia, I 
penetrated into the jungle which runs along the shores of the lake. Hundreds of 
wild-fowl with the brightest of phimage were dis]x)rting themselves amidst the 
lotus-leaves, but I reserved my ammunition for the ducks. Obliged to take a 
ronndabout way to avoid a piece of bog, 1 suddenly found myself in front of a 
small temple half buried Ixineath the briars and the lianas. It was a'very gaunt 
building, about fifteen feet high. Hanked by a ])ortico auj)ported by uulinishetl 
columns. Four chai>els, w'hich did not contain a single idol, abutted upon this 
jMjrtioo, and the roof of eacli ohajiel formed a small pyramid surmounted by a 
large stone slab. All around, half buried in the ground, lay large blocks of 
marble, some of them covered with scul]>ture, and belonging, no doubt, to other 
temples now in ruins. 'J'his small edifice is very interesting, and deserves to be 
studied by archaiologists. Fronr the .style of its pillars and tlie arrangement of 
its chapels, it clearly belongs to the earlie»st -Tain epoch. 

Leaving the temple, I continued my walk, and was fortunate enough to come 
upon a large flock of wild geo,se luxuriating at the extremity of a small piece of 
ground liordering the pool. These birds are always very wild and ditticult to 
get at, but I managed to shoot a very large one, and made a good bag before 
returning to the castle. Everybody was so pleased with our encampment that I 
determined to pass a few days at this charming spot; and the beauty of the lake 
and of the country around it, and the mildness of the season, were alone sufTicient 
to excuse our indolence. 

We spent the first day in rowing upon the lake and Iwneath the luxuriant 
shade of a small wood that skirts the bund. All the Barwa territory is traversed 
by minor streams which are imbil>cd by the rice-plants, or form pools near the 
jungle; and these marshes are tin; abode of numbers of snipe, which swarm 
amongst the reeds. 

In the evening the village lads tieatod us to a regatta on the lake ; their 
canoes being the hollowed trunks of trees, which they propel with the paddle, 
and the prize a wild goose which 1 had wounded in the morning, and which had 
taken refuge in the centre of the jheel. The pursuit was a very long one, for the 
poor goose dived well; and in the ardour of the chase several of the barks were 
upset—a fact which made me rather, uneasy, but I was told that there were not 
many crocodiles in the lake. At last the wretched goose was hunted down and 
brought back to the shore in triumph. These geese are very like our own, of 
about the same size, but rather longer in the neck; the plumage white, with 
black feathers in the wings, the head crested, and the beak yellow. 

Night set in before our return to the castle, which was brilliant with light, 
throwing into strange relief the figures of our camels and servants, and reminding 
us of the palaces hidden in forests which we read of in fairy tales. 

The next day I was awoke by a vast noise, and, going out upon tlie terrace, I 
found all the men in a great state of excitement, gesticulating and shouting at the 
top of their voice. After some difficulty I discovered that one of the cam*el- 
drivers, trusting to the exceptionally safe position of the encampment, had 
neglected to tie up his two camels, and that the latter, attracted by the smell of 
the woods, had strayed away into the plain below. One had come back in the 
morning, but the other had been killed by a tiger, and was found dead beneath a 
tree. At first sight there was nothing to indicate the manner of its death. The 
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Ciirnel lay stretched out at full len<fth, with its throat gaping open and its flanks 
torn, and all around were traces of the jackals and hysenas which had taken part 
in the feast; hut farther on we discovered tracks of what must have been either 
a tiger or a large panther. 

The bunghceas of the village soon Hocked to the spot, hoping to have another 
such feast as we had witnessed at Duttiah, but I drove them off. We determined, 
however, to avenge the camel’s death, find for tliis purpose left the body as a bait 
for the tiger, who was pretty certain to come back and finish his meal. 

In the course of the day, I arranged a hiding-place in the branches of a large 
tree about thirty paces from the dead camel; and, at nightfall, Schaumburg and 
myself, with two sowars, took up our jmsitions tliere. It was one of those splendid 
nights of the Indian spring; the fresh air sweet with the perfumes of the blossoms 
which liuiig in heavy festoons from the branches of the mango-trees, and the sky 
glittering with the stars, which reflected their light in the trampiil waters of the 
lake. The jackals soon put in an apj)earancc, deafening us with their howling, 
and fastening eagerly upon tlie carcase. About one in tire morning the jackals 
and hyaenas suddeidy made off; they instinctively felt the approach of their 
master. For a (piarter of an hour, the only sound to be heai'd was a crackling 
in the wood, and the tigrsr appeared at the edge of the thicket. He advanced 
slowly, snufting the air, and, having reassured himself that all was secure, 
bounded forward upon his prey, and attacked it with subdued growling. At 
that moment the moon rose ovcir the extrcsmity of the lake, and lighted up the 
strange scene. At the foot of a fig-tree, the white branches of which stood out 
against the sky, the tiger and his victim formed a fantastic group; around was 
the gloomy and silent forest; and, in the distance, the black mass of the forest 
rising above a cluster of trees silvered by the moonlight. For some time we 
looked on at the spectacle; but a crackling of the branches in our retreat 
attracted the tiger’s attention, and, with u bound, he disappeared into the jungle, 
f)ur shots failing to take effect. I'he men rushed down from the castle with 
torches; but, though there were a few splashes of blood upon the leaves, it was 
easy to judge by the impetus with which he bounded off that we had not avenged 
the camel’s death. 
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OORCIIA. 

Ourcha, the former Capital of EuikIoIcuikI,— Tlu! lloiiiuUllns Kings,—The I’ulaco of Flowers.— 
The Citadel and the Palace.—The Temple of Clmtter Bhoje.—The Tomb of Bir.siiig Deo.— 
Preparations for a F6tc.—Katchmair.—The Dog and the Policemen, 

OECHA, tlie funner capital of Buiulehatiul, is about ei^lit miles 
from Barwa-Silour, ami nearly tlie same distance from Jliansi. 
Its ruins still cover a large rocky eminence upon the left bank 
of the Betwa; and its citadel stands ii])on an island .separated 
from the mainkind by a narrow and deeji arm of the river. 

It was not till 1531 that Preta]) Hnid, tentli descendant of 
Hourdeo Sing, founder of the Boundela tribe, settle<l in the Betwa island. Con- 
lident as to tlie future of the new city, he built a wall live jiiiles in circumference; 
its population increased rapidly, and it soon ranked as one of the greatest towns 
in Central India. 

Madhikar Sab, grandson of Pretap, was renowmxl for his excellent system of 
government. He gained the friendship of the great Akbar, and provided Oorcha 
with important edifices; but this calm and prosjKU’ous reign was soon eclipsed by 
the brilliant career of his son Birsing Deo. Ascending the throne in the first 
half of the seventeenth century, this prince, taking advantage of the indiflerence 
of tlie Padishahs, made himself celebrated by his incursions uiion the fertile pro¬ 
vinces of Malwa and of the Juts, and ..extended the dominion of the Boundfilas 
from the Jumna to the Vindhyas. His celd-blooded cruelty and his reckless 
daring made him the terror of Central India, and earned for him the name, still 
preserved in history, of dang, or bandit. Akbar’s old age was saddened by the 
secret schemes of his sons to obtain the right of inlieritancc to his throne. Birsing 
Deo took the side of Prince Selim, who was afterwards tlie Emperor Jehanghir, 
and thus obtained a pretext for giving free course to his ambitious designs. He 
surprised Abdul Fazel, the minister of Akbar, and the greatest historian that 
India has ever produced, near Gwalior, and, after having had him massacred in 
cold blood, sent his head to Prince Selim. Jehanghir, when he became emperor, 
was anxious to retain the gootlwill of his formidable ally, and confirmed him ni 
possession of the lands which he had ravished. Henceforward Birsing’s ambition 
seems to have been gratified, and he devoted the rest of his reign to the internal 
organisation of Bhndelcund. The country was provided with fine buildings, roads, 
bridges, and dykes, while the capital was made rich with monuments of great 
splendour. 
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Oorcha was then at the smiiniit of its splendoui’; its population increased 
rapidly, and the frequent visits of the emperor made it the central point of 
attraction. But its fall was destined to be as rapid as its rise. Birsing’s 
successor, Jajhar Sing, not following the adroit policy of his race, had the 
temerity to attack the Mogul power outright; and, defeated and dethroned, 
he was replaced by his brother I’ehar, who was a creature and a vassal of the 
Delhi court. 

This sealed the fate of the Bundelcuiul empire, and the Mahrattas dealt it its 
death-blow. The crown of Birsing is now parcelled out among numerous petty 
States; and Oorcha, deserted and aliandoued, is nothing but a township in the 
raj of Tchri, where a few hundred {reasants vegetate beneath the shadow of 
its palace. Thus we have an instance of a city between whose foundation and 
complete aliandonment there is an iuteiwal of dfily three centuries. 

Though not very ancient, it contains many subjects of gi-cat interest for the 
traveller. Built all at one period Ity a young and powerful race, it has a distinc¬ 
tive character peculiar to itself. Everything in it is imjiosing, full of originality, 
and boldly conceived; and its palaces and its chief temple bear comparison with 
the master])ieces of the great Hindoo schools of architcicture. 

On the 14th of February we left Barwa-Sagur, and, after two liours’ march 
through the d(!nso forests on the banks of the Betwa, we reached the walls of the 
ancient capital. The great gate with its pointerl arch, which w'as fonnerly u-sed 
as an entrance to the city, has been walled up, and tlie passage now u-sed is 
through a narrow postern-gate. The first parls of the city through which we 
w'cnt were but mere heaps of ruins over,shadowed l)y large acacias. Here and 
there were cultivated tracts of ground which showed that, even in the days of its 
splendour, the city did not cover all the space within ihe walls whi(;h Pretaj) 
Hi-fid had allotted to it. The ground was rocky and somewhat undulating, and 
upon the crest of the hill there were no remains of any importance. From it, 
however, all the marvels of Oorcha may be seen. Upon the otlier side of the 
orchards, which form a sm.'dl forest, e.xtends the long line of palaces stretching 
towards the river and forming a junction with those upon the island; and above 
them, and suspended, as it were, over the terraces of the i)alaces, stands out the 
vast mass of the tenqde of Ohutter Bhoje. One is especially struck by the vast 
number of the.se buildings which are .still ujistanding. It is difficult to regard 
them merely as a suite of buildings intended for a Court: they look like a city 
of palaces. Our guide took us through long and narrow streets bordered upon 
each side by the high walls of the gardens; and he brought us to a halt at a 
door, the panels of which are of wowl, and bordered with long festoons of the 
hoj)-plant. After knocking reixiatedly, and causing tlie echo to resound through 
the dead city, a servant opened the door, and without making any remark 
motioned us to enter; when we found ourselves in a beautiful garden known as 
Fmdl Baugh (the Garden of Flowers). The flower-beds, and the thick groves 
eomjiosed of all the fruit trees of the tropics, were surrounded by well-paved 
walks, and at the end of the garden stood the Palace of Flowers, a tasteful 
pavilion which is a true type of the Bound^la style. ITie ground floor of thp 
palace has a verandah supported by twenty-four columns of reef sandstone, form¬ 
ing a large open room. Over the verandah is a terrace, to which the first-floor 
apartments give access; and this teriace, which was no doubt for the use of the 




moulding about it, and Hanked by four small chatris. The servant, after liaving 
done us the honours of the palace, showed us the cellars, which are very large, 
and derive their light from small giatings. 

This small palace, which dates from the sixteenth century, was the residence 
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of Kin-' Madhikar S 4 h, who, being very fond of hydraulics, had a whole network 
of conduits excavated beneath the soil of the garden, supidymg water to ^ou- 
sands of pipes which were placed beneath the flowers, and uiK>n the different floors 
of the jiace. Two water-towers, the shape of which, rcnnndlug one of factory 
chimneys, somewhat mars the general lK«nty of the ])]ace, conduct the water into 
tlie condnit-pij>es from the Ihitwa ; and the wafers are still played on great 
occasions; bat many of the jiijies are choked, and sujijdy hut little. The I'oiill 
Jfaiigh, the only inhabited hin’lding in Oorchti, is maintained by the rajah of Tebri , 
for the aceomnnalatioji of Eiirojiean visitors. 

At the rear of the pahice of Jfadhikar extend tlie vast buildings of the lluj 
Mahal (royal palace), (;on.structed by King Oudey Sing. The front of the build¬ 
ing looks 111)011 a large court surrounded by galleries; it has lost its coat of 
l>ainted stucco, and its naked walls of granite are nearly conceded by a mantle of 
erecpei’s. The centre is occnjiied by a balcony, with columns of red sandstone; 
and the interior contains some flue vaulted rooms, whicli, however, are now 
tenanted only by oiiormmis bats. 

To complete this first grou]) of palaces, which covers a considerable space of 
ground, 1 must make mention of another ])ala.ce rather more to the west, which 
])ossesses a magniliceiit garden studded with fountain,s, and which is beyond 
doubt the most modern edifice in Oorcha. 

The jiresent towm consists of a single street of old houses, all in a more or 
less dilapidated condition, and extending from the I'kmll Baugh to the bridge 
which connects the citadel with the town. This bridge, built in the seventeenth 
century, during the reign of King Birtlii Sing, is a remarkable work of art. I’he 
granite platform, with its wide roadway, is l!a,nked by high parapets with small 
recesses looking over the water, and its narrow arches rest upon massive piles of 
granite. 

The extremity of the bridge is terminated by small turreted bastions, whicli 
guard the entry to the citadel; wliicb has a very imposing apjiearance with its 
long line of loo])-holed walls and yiointed battlements. It embraces the banks of 
tlie river upon both sides of the bridge, but without concealing the enormous mass 
of the Boundela jialace, the facades of wdiich, intermingled, so to sjieak, one with 
the other, are crowned liy lofty domes and countless chatris. To the left ai'e 
visible the enamelled cujKilas of the palace, built by Birsing Deo for the Emperor 
.lehanghir, which is a re])lica of the palace which he built at Duttiah; the centre 
being occupied by the pavilions of King I’irthi, which, in spite of their heavy 
ap])earance. are known as tlie Nautch Mahal, or Palace of Crystal; and,to the 
right are the ma-ssive buildings of the zenana. 

The interior of these jialaces is very interesting, containing amongst other 
chambers the throne-room of Birsing, in which the rajahs of Tehri Oorcha, the 
chiefs of the Boundela Confederation, are still crowned. The great and small 
apartments and the queen’s rooms are also worth visitiirg, though there is nothing 
of any sixicial importance to call for detailed de.scription. 

Behind the palace are vast outbuildings, barracks and stables, which attest the 
former splendour of the Oorcha Court. Here, as at Duttiah, the succession of 
Birsing has been found too onerous by the present princes, and^excepting one or 
two pavilions, the palace is deserted. 

Becrossing the bridge, a road to the left of the village soon brought us to the 
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temple of Chutter Bhoje, which is the glory of Oorcha. The first impression one 
feels is admiration for its wonderful style, and more e 8 j)ecially for the magnitude 
of its proportions; and this feeling is enhanced by its splendid situation upon the 
summit of a gigantic pedestal fifteen feet high. There is nothing of the pagan 
temple about it, while the absence of ornament and the dimensions of the nave 
might cause it to be taken for a Cliristiau jilace of worship. It is built in the 
shape of a Latin cros.s, but, in contradistinction to Cliristiau chureliea, tlie toji of 
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the caoss is towards the entrance, and the elongated part towards the altar; in 
other words, it is a cross reversed. 

A large flight of steps leads up to the porch, whicli forms a pavilion projecting, 
from beyond the main front; and the doors, very wide and lofty, are crowned by 
a Jain arch, and flanked by two recesse.s. The original attic has disappeared, and 
has been replaeed 4 >y a heavy modern pavilion, wliicli spoils the general effect. 
Behind these outer buildings extends the main front, divided into four storeys by 
large ogives, and flanked by two scpiare towers which arc capped by graceful 
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steeples. Two similar towers are at the other end of the temple, and the flat 
roof of which they fonn the four corners has in its centre a large round cupola 
with a small lantern at its summit. Besides these there are two steeples, one 
alx)ut a hundred and tlie other a hundred and fifty feet high. 

The granite terrace uj)on which it is constructed is very massive, and forms, 
so to speak, one solid slab nearly fifty feet high, without any interstice whatever 
at its base. This temple was built by Birsing Deo in the seventeenth century. 

From this we proceeded to tlie lower part of the town, which is built along 
the slope of the jdatform down to the banks of tlie Betwa, in the shape of an 
amphitheatre. These cpiarters appear to have been destroyed by some terrible 
cataclysm, for the stieets are half buried beneath the crumbling ruins, and the 
few houses still standing can boast only of gaping walls and falling roofs. The 
Boundela soldier who served me as guide through these ruins asserted that the 
town had been partially abandoned when it was flooded Viy the waters of the 
Betwa, which swept away everything that the war liad spared. I do not know 
how far this statement is correct, for the town is some height above the level of 
the river; but it is not imiiossilile in a country where the rivers, suddenly swollen 
by the monsoon rains, flood the neighbouring laiuis to a great distance. 

To the south of the city stretches the important necropolis of the Boundela 
dynasty. It consists of a group of splendid monuments, large chapels with graceful 
sjiires, extending in a straight line along the rocks which border the stream. 
Somewhat isolated from tins grouj) is the tomb of Birsing Deo, a gigantic 
mausoltnnn, quite in keejiing witli the fierce tmd mighty warrior who repofses 
beneath it. It is a large square block, flanked by two massive towers, and 
crowned by an enormous dome, of which a portion only is still extant. There is 
not the least sculpture or ornament up(ju the facades, wliich are merely set off’ by 
a series of recesses. 

At this jioint the Betwa, emerging from the forest, leaps over a barrier of 
rocks which obstruct its course, and its foaming waters find their way into a calm 
and limpid p(K>l below the cascade. 

One may mount to the summit of the mau.soleum flf Birsing Deo, though tlie 
ascent is .somewhat dangerous. From the top there is a magnificent panorama; 
the river winding its course through gloomy fore.sts which stretch back to the 
horizon, the haunts of the tiger and the bison. 

The exploration of the wonders of Oorcha occupied the whole day; and 
subsequently Schaumburg took some general sketches, while I photographed the 
various buildings. These operations we extended over several days, during which 
we set up our headquarters beneath the verandah in the Palace of Flowers; and 
at this .season of the year the pomegranate and lemon trees were covered with 
blossoms. 

While we were still at Oorcha, I learned that Colonel Meade, the Governor- 
General’s Agent for Central India, would halt for a few hours at Barwa-S&gur. 
I sent on my letters to him by a messenger, and received in return not only a 
very polite rejily, but letters of introduction to the various agents of Central India. 
Henceforward we travelled Iwneath the tegis of this high authority, and never 
met with the smallest obstacla I gladly, therefore, embrace .this opj)Ortunity of 
thanking him for his kindness. 

February 20ih .—-We left Oorcha to regain our camp, which I had sent on 
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overnight to the village of Katchnair, on the road to Nowgotig, and we found our 
men encamped on a meadow in front of a villa belonging to the mjalis of Oorcha. 
We were ourselves very comfortably lodged within the liousci; and in the course 



of the day I received a visit from the cliief of the village, wlio lent me one of liis 
boats to enable me to shoot on the neighbouring lake, wbicb abounds with all 
kinds of wild-fowl, of which I may specify a remarkable variety of the water-hen 
with purple plumage. 
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jungle it is supplied to travellers gratis, or at all events for a nominal priee. 
But at Alipoura wood is a monoiwly of the jaghccrdar, and his stewards sell 
it very dear. 

Fehruwnj 2 2^1 .—Leaving our men to have a few hours’ rest, we started alone 
for Nowgong, a small English station only a few miles off, where our guides told 
us we should find a traveller’s l)ungalow. A two hours’ ride across a bare and 
])arched-up plain brought us to Nowgong, tlie houses of which, European in style, 
are sheltered by a belt of trees; and 1 iiapiired for the bungalow: but my dis¬ 
appointment may Ixs conctiived when I was shown four walls still surrounded 
with scaffolding, the building being still unlinislied. Hereupon I thought of 
throwing mysedf upon the hospitality of the English Agent, to whom 1 had a 
letter of introduction from Colonel Meade; but I learned that he was absent. 

I now began to regret my jireeipitation, for our baggage would not arrive till 
the evening; our oidy slielter was a large tree in the compound of the bungalow, 
and we had nothing but a stick of chocolate for breakfast. While we rested 
beneath the tree with our sowars, a Euroi)ean regiment defiled past us on its 
way to the cantonment: but our travel-stained appearance attracted the attention 
of the men, who no doubt looked ui.)on us as loafers or worse, and the officers did 
not seem to (sutcutain a much better opinion of us. Soon, however, I saw an 
elderly servant, wearing the red turban and the shoulder-belt witli a silver shield 
which is the livery of J‘]nglisli functionaries, hastening towards us. lie came 

to say that Mrs. C-, tlie wii'e of the engineer of tlie cami), had seen us from 

her bungalow, and, guessing our position, begged us to come and lunch with lier; 
but, not liking to present ourselves in our condition, I sent to thank the lady 
ff)r her kind invitation, and to explain why we could not accept it. Thereupon, 
resolved to lie hospitable, whether we would accejit it or not, she sent us out 
.some lunch, which we enjoyed in tlie shade of the tree. Our men arrived about 
two o’clock, when, after dres.sing, we went to thank Mr.s. C-for her hospi¬ 

tality ; and there I met a gentleman whom 1 am proud to be able to count 
amongst my most intimate friends. He had sent to us at Alipoura in the 
morning, asking us to come and stay with him during our visit to Nowgong, 
aud had prepared I'or us a large tent, divided off into three rooms, in his garden. 

Wo had intended to remain only a couple of days at Nowgong, but we spent 
a week very pleasantly, being received with great hospitality by officers and 
civilians alike. Moreover, iny friend was a great arclueologist, and he gave me 
much information about the countries of Central India tlirough which he had 
travelled, and furnished me with an itinerary which would take me to all the 
antique monuments in those districts; and further, in compliance with Colonel 
Meade’s instructions, he gave mo khureetas, or-official letters, to all the rajahs 
whose States I was likely to visit, aud also wTote to each of them to anuounce 
my arrival. In fact, his kindness was untiring, and it procured for us the greatest 
hospitality during the remainder of our travels. 

The first Court that wo were to visit was that of Chutterporc, near Nowgong. 
The king was absent, but he invited us to join him, and, after visiting his capital, 
one of his travelling carriages took us to Mhow, within a mile and a half of the 
English encampment, which, for reasons unknown to me, we were not allowed 
to go through. 

February 28th .—Our departure differed very much from our arrival, and we 
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shall never forget the kindness of the English at Nowgong. We left on horse¬ 
back, accompanied by our Gwalior sowars; and at Mhow wo found the rajah’s 
carriage, with an escort of cavalry, waiting for us. 

The little town of Mhow is situated at the entrance to the defiles which 
conduct to the high tablelands stretching to the river Keyn, and it is picturesquely 
built, nestling beneath the wooded heights. A well-kept road cut out of'the rock 
mounts a rather steep hill, and debouches on the other side upon a large lake, 
surrounded by a row of niausoleutns; among which stands out the dome of the 
cenotaph erected in memory of Chutter Sal, the first king of Ohutterpore ; and the 
lake, fed by the watercourses of the overhanging hills, is protected by a bund, 
the great antiquity of which is proved by recent discoveries of Jain relics. 

Thence to Ohutterpore the road lies for twelve miles acro.ss a wild stretch of 
tableland, covered with thorn-buslies and stunted shrubs. The capital itself 
stands in the centre of a narrow valley, which fonns an ofisis of verdure amidst 
the barren peaks by which it is encircled. With its green meadows and clusters 
of leafy maug(j-trees, the approach to the town reminds one of an English park; 
and amidst the greenery stand numerous temples, some of them very large, but 
without any arcliitectural pretensions: most of them are of modern date, the 
w’alls being of brick with a coiiting of stucco: I was informed that, Hindoo and 
Jain together, they number over two Inmdred. 

Our carriage halted at the entrance to the town, in front of the IJesidence, 
which was formerly inhabited by the Agent of Bundelcund, who has recently 
transferred his quarters to Nowgong; and at the foot of the portico we found 
several personages w'hom the maharajah had sent to receive ns. As we alighted 
we were saluted by a salvo of eleven guns; and my astonishment thereat was 
mistaken for displesisure by the vakeel, who explained that, not knowing the 
exact number which we were generally greeted with, they had fixed it at eleven, 
but that for the future I had only to say how many I ex]>ecteil. It was in vain 
that I endeavoured to persuade him that 1 did not ex])ect any such honour: he 
firmly believed that I was ofi'ended. 

The Itesideuce had been prepared for our rece])tion ; an English dinner was 
served up in the dining-room; ^nd a courier was in attendance to announce our 
arrival to the rajah, and to inform hiin when we might be expected to join him. 
1 was told that he was celebrating the Holi, amidst the ruins of the ancient 
Kajraha, whose temples, dating back to a fabulously early epoch, are esteemed as 
the greatest marvels in Bundelcund. 

March id. —Accomi)anied by the vukeel, we paid a visit to the objects of 
curiosity in the capital These are not very numerous, for the town, though 
large, is irregularly built and uninteresting. The palace itself is a modern 
building, a hybrid mixture of the Italian villa and the Rajpoot castle—a combina¬ 
tion of styles which, though not artistic, is by no means unsiiiled to the climate. 
A large lake, with flights of stone steps and kiosks, extends up to the walls of 
the palace on one side, and upon one of its banks is a relatively ancient Boundela 
palace, which helps to set off the whole pile. We finally inspected the College, 
which is well managed and attended by a large number of students. 

Ohutterpore only dates from the close of the seventeenth century, it having 
been founded in the reign of Aurungzeb by King Chutter Sal, whose predecessor 
refused to recognise the Mogul empire, and sallied forth to ravage the valley of 
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the Junma; hut the Emperor Aurvmgzeb put a price upon liis head, and he 
was assassinated. His son, Chatter, then assumed the command, and waged a 
desperate guerilla warfare against the Moguls. Gradually gaining ground, he 
eventually made himself master of all Bundelcund, whereupon the brigand chief 
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proclaimed himself rajah. It was then that he founded his capital of Chutterpore 
amidst the forests which had served liim for a hiding-place; and, imitating the 
policy of Binsing, he took advantage of Aurungzeb’s death to have his sovereignty 
recognised by the feeble Bahadour Shah. After his death, however, his kingdom 
walS soon broken up; the Mahrattas seized the provinces of Saugor and Calpee; 
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and, some yeara afterwards, other districts also were detached from the crown of 
Chutter^wre. The present maharajah reigns over twelve humlred square miles of 
territory, and from two to three hundred thousand souls. 

• March 2nd .—We travelled the twenty-five miles to tlie royal camp in the 
carriage which had brought us from Mhow; the road traversing a wild tract of 
country, a succession of small hills and ravines, half covered with jungles of 
brushwood. It would be considered an impas.sable road for carriages in any other 
country, but the coachmen in India are not very particular, and we rattled along 
over the stones, making an occasion»d circuit to avoid one bigger than the rest. 
Wo did not go by a single village, and it was only here and tliere that we could 
discern a few wretched huts hidden amidst the woods. Five miles from our 
destination the road ceased altogether, and we were compelled to alight; but this 
contingency had been fore.seen, fpr we found an elepliant waiting to take us tlio 
rest of the distance; and his jraces seemed very easy after the jolting we had 
just endured. 

The king was encamped upon the out,skirts of liajniiggur, a small town 
protected by a citadel built above it. As we pa.ssed by the citadel, we noticed 
that the guns were mounted upon the bastions, with the artillerymen at their 
jiosts, and a few moments afterwards a salvo announced our safe arrival. 

Our tents were pitched lasneath the trees, and we bad scarcely reached them 
when one of the sinlars, accompanied by two choubdars with golden canes and a 
long string of servants carrying fruits and sweetmeats, came to greet us on behalf 
-of the maharajah. Tlic salvers holding these delicacies were laid at my feet; and 
after toucliing them with my right hand, and mising it to my forehead in token 
of acceptance, I had them distributed amongst my men, together with a purse of 
rupees which was upon one of the salvers. We theji exchanged civilities with 
the sirdar, who retired to actjuaint the maharajah with the result of his mission. 

March ^rd .—Early in the morning the king left Hajnuggur to celebrate the 
Holi at .some temples which are three miles distant. W'c started on the elephant, 
and found the road crowded with pilgrims on their way to the fair, which was 
nearly at an end. Amongst them I recognised types of all the provinces of 
Northern and Central India—Brahmins of the Ganges, Bengalees, liajpoots, Jats, 
and others, some of them making the great Hurdwar pilgrimage and coming from 
the most distant regions of the Deccan. The pilgrim is nearly always accom[)anied 
by his family: a donkey or a half-starved horse carries the old ])eople and the 
heavy luggage; the women and children carry the articles of household use ; and 
i the pilgrim alone walks unenciunbered, in all his dignity as heail of the family. 

We soon came in sight of tlie long line of royiil tents, close to which was our 
own encampment About a gun.shot off, the crowd was amusing itself l)eneath the 
shadow of large trees, above the thick foliage of which rose the summits of the 
temples, the objects of the ]>ilgrimage. 

In my description of Oudeypoor, I have alieady s])oken of the festivals and 
ceremonies of the Holi: but there we saw only the saturnalia of a capital which 
is justly renowned in India for its refinement and luxury; whereas here we might 
expect to witness the wild bacchanalia of the multitude, abandoning itself without 
reserve to the license accorded by ancient tradition. 

Tlie legend itself is here stripped of all the poetical associations which the 
Eajpoots have kept up. Holica is no longer the Goddess of Spring, imperson- 
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atinjf the reawakeniii" of the Indian Nature: sJie is a female demon, typifying 
the most shameless vice, who, springing from the head of Mahadeva, creates dis¬ 
cord in Merou, the Braliniin Olympus. Slie even obtains the mastery over 
Ikahnia and India, whom slie inveigles into the most reckless adventures. The 
gods sui>plk;ate her in vain to cease lier wiles, but slie only makes s^xirt of their 
entreaties. At last Ikahma confers upon her twenty-four titles of honour, such 
as Tiigita and Dhoundia; and Ilolica, overcome with joy, sets them at liberty, 
after having exacted from them an oath that they would celebrate her name each 
year liy festivals and wild saturnalia. 

I’his bald recital of the legend will suffice to show that the Brahmins, seeing 
the influence of Buddhism and .lainism, did not hesitate to distort the primitive 
tradition and to appeal to the grossest instincts. It is no longer license tempered 
by the sharp and delicate intellect of the Bajjioqt; the scene is one of unbridled 
debauchery, carried on without an effort at concealment. 

Thus, as we i>assed within sight of the fair-field on our return from explor¬ 
ing the temples in the evening, it seemed as if we were approaching one of those 
sacred gi'ovcs known to antkpiity, within the sombre depths of which the most 
monstrous scenes were enactiHl. Countless bonfires, the flames of which shot up 
above the trees, were surrounded by seething crowds, whose shrieks and yells were 
half drowned by the beating of thousamls of cymbals, gongs, and tom-toms. 
Women and children were hurrying across the plain, vociferating hymns in honour 
of the terrible Ilolica; and all around w'cre being perpetrated deeds which form 
the crown and glory of this ignoble divinity. 

I was informed that in former days numerous gallows-trees used to be erected 
in the middle of the fair, and tliat men intoxicated with bting came and hung 
themselves np to iron hooks, swinging themselves round and round until the flesh 
gave way and let them fall to the ground. This ceremony, known as the 
rarikifima, was prohibited bj' the rajah of Chutterpore, but it is still carried on in 
other districts. 

March 4th .—This morning the maharajah sent us the Holi-ka-mita'i dish, in 
which were cakes and sweetmeats that looked very enticing, though made of 
plaster, sand, or some bitter powder—a sort of “ Ajiril Fool’s ” dish. This day of 
the year, like the fiivst of Ajiril in Europe, is in fact devoted to various mystifiea- 
tions, most of wliicb are similar to those we indulge in, though a few are very 
original, notably the ruiwe trick. A rupee or a gold mohur is taken, and, after 
a hole has l>een drilled in it, is nailed down in the middle of the road. The first 
person who comes along, seeing the glitter of the coin, stoops down to pick it up, 
and his discomfiture is greeted with shouts of laughter by those who have played 
the trick, and have been watching its success from behind a hedge. 

The field in which the fair takes place fonns a regular town of tents and 
covered stalls; and in the vicinity of the lake they are pitched in a row upon 
either side of a long avenue, for, in addition to its religious purpose, the fair is an 
important centre of trade; and every variety of goods, native fabrics, English 
linen, carpets, pottery, boots, bronzes, toys, and arms of all kinds are for sale on 
the rickety stalls. A motley crowd of men and women in their holiday attire 
press round the fakirs; and jugglers display their religious fervour and dexterity 
to the admiring assemblage. Here and there may be seen some of those “ round¬ 
abouts” wliich are in so much request at English fairs, and which have been 
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known in India from tlie earliest ages ; and lajiieath the trees are placed several 
of the rough lay figures representing Holica to whicli I alluded in my description 
of Oudeypoor, 

The approaches to the temples are densely thronged. The crowds press up 
the steps leading to the portico, and, after having cast their j>ieoes of money at 
the feet of the idols, they congregate upon the terrac.es and gaze up at tht indecent 
sculptures on tlie facades, which some Brahmin guide e.xplains to them in a way 
(inlculated to gi-atify their obscene tastes. All the ))aths leading to the fair are 
crowded with pilgrims wdio have been delayed on tlie way, or I'y the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring villages who bring jirovisions for sale. The whole plain is 
covered with people, and the noise is absolutely deafening. 

About three o’clock the vukeel came to ask us to meet the king on the fair- 
field, and brought with him four elephants to form our sow’ari. The king 
obviously desiretl to provide a siiectacle for the ijcople; but, as he was personally 
to take part in it, T could not do otherwise than comply with the invitation, more 
especially as it would amuse the crowd, which had treated us very jiolitely. 
Accordingly we mounted one of the elephants, and, followed by several nobles 
riding the throe others, and escorted by our Gwalior sowars, we advamsed in great 
state towards the fair, preceded by clioubdars of the rajah’s Court, and the crowd 
falling back to let us 2>ass. 'The rajah’s sowari, on the other hand, advanced to 
meet us, and, its the two })roce.ssious met, my elei)hant was brought beside that 
ridden by the prince, who, in his state robes, was seated ui>on a cusJiion laminated 
with gold. We exchanged greetings, and the rajah oll'ercd us Ids hand; after 
‘which our cleidiant was wheeled round in a line with hi.s, and the double pro¬ 
cession moved off towards the temide. 

'i'his was my first meeting with the maharajah, whose guests we had been for 
seveial days. He was a young man of about twenty-two, with delicate and 
pleasant features, a long black beard, and soft eyes with an cxi>ression of melan¬ 
choly that struck me at once. He sireaks Hindostanec very gracefidly, and 
entered into a long conversation as to our travels, and, afterwards, as to his 
kingdom and the customs of the country. He informed nu* that his ministers 
made a large profit out of the fair through a tax upon the i>ilgi’inis and the sales 
of goods; and this 1 could easily believe, for the pilgrims sometimes number 
eighty thousand. He also pointed out to me that the female sex prejumderated 
in seeming, though not in fact, as the young men of inferior castes wear female 
apjmrel on tljese occasion^. 

The crowd, to whom our presence was an unexpected attraction, pressed 
round the sowari with deafening shouts of “ W'ah, Maharaj! ” “ Wah, 

Sahiblog 1 ” 

Our conversation was intcrrui)ted by our arrival at a temple dedicated to 
Chutter Bhoje, to whom the king hiul come to make an offering. The Brahmin 
jiriests standing ui)ou the threshold bestowed on us their benedictions, in return 
for which I gave them a few rupees; and, after this ceremony, a troop of dancefls, 
disguised as bayaderes, asked permission to iierform before us, which they did in 
imitation of the attitudes of the bayaderes, accom2)anying their movements with 
the most disgusting cou2}lets. 

The procession moved on again; and, when night set in, the 2>lain was bright 
with a thousand fires, while the shouts and the singing grew louder and louder. 
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After occoiiiimnyiii" the rajali to liis tent, we were escorted back to our encamp¬ 
ment by torch-bearers. 

March ^th .—The most remarkable incident of the day was a procession, 
reminding one of tlie antique ceremonies in honour of Bacchus. The principal 
figure in it wjis a fat merchant, who, after having been duly intoxicated, re¬ 
presented the companion of Holica. Ifestriding a small donkey, his face smeared 
with ochre, a string of the most heterogeneous objects round his neck, and his 
head covered with flowers, he moved along, held upon the donkey by two 
staggering acolytes; and Imhind him came the travesty of a royal parasol, made 
out of the bottom of an old baske.t fastened on to a cane. His corhige consisted 
of a drunken and vociferous crowd of half-naked men and women, who howled 
and rolled themselves on the ground, like the chorus of the antique Silenus; and 
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naked children, decked with flowers, .ran in front, blowing earthenware horns or 
beating cracked tom-tom.'-. In this order the procession traversed the mSIa, or fair, 
swollen by all tiie vagabonds on its route, and assailed by a shower of harmless 
projectiles, such as sacks of purple powder or rotten fruit. Wlien it reached the 
plain a halt was made, and the crowd danced round the pseudo-Silenus, indulging 
in plentiful libations of the mowrah spirit. 

This singular custom, as to the origin or purpose of which I could not obtain 
afiy information, presents a remarkable analogy to the ceremonies of the Greeks, 
the Romans, and the Persians, and even with the grotesque maniac’s festival which 
was perpetuated down to the Middle Ages in France and England. 

In the evening the HoU lay-figures are carried round the camp, and then 
placed on an immense bonfire, which, after being steeped with oil and pitch, is 
lighted midst the clashing of tom-toms and the shouts of the multitude. Then 
begins around these bonfires an infernal dance of women, excited by the braying 
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of instruments, while the men rush into the flames and endcavojir to snatch out 
pieces of the burning idols. These dances last far into the night, a!id terminate 
in orgies of the wildest description. 

March 6th .—Having fixed our departure for the next day, the maharajah 
received us to-day at a farewell durbar; at which we found him seated beneath a 
dais, and surrounded by all his Court. When we had taken our seats beside him, 
he asked us to prolong our visit, and offered to provide a hunting-party in the 
mountains for us; but he accepted our apologies for being compelled to decline, 
and bade us a friendly farewell. 1 left him, as much gratilied*with his amiable 
manners as with his unlimited hospitality; for it was evitlent that, though rather 
reserved and timid in manner, he was sincerely anxious to ))romote reforms which 
would tend to the good of his subjects. In a twelvemontli from this date, he was 
assassinated by a man whom the reactionary party at his Court had emj)loyed to 
get rid of him, so as to obtain possession of the itegeney in the name of his son, 
who was only a few years old; but, so far from serving their piu’pose, this crime 
placed them more than ever beneath the jH)wer of England, the llegency having 
been entrusted to ,an officer of her army. 

March Jih .—Hefore leaving the camp at the fair this morning, we received 
from the king a splendid khillut of Indian shawls and costly weapons. He also 
sent us two elephants and ten horsemen, who accompanied us as far as I’unnah. 
Thus our caravan had been swelling in size since we left Gwalior; and, judging 
by the long file of camels and elephants, and the mass of footmen and horsemen, 
it might have been supposed that I was some great rajah. 

We travelled in a south-easterly direction across a rich plain jmitially covered 
with woods, which reached to some forest-clad hills, Ijehiml which extended the 
blue outline of the ghats of Eunnah. The air was fresh and Iwilmy, and the 
country became more and more picturesque; and at llajgurh we found a c<amp 
that the king had prepared for us and for our retinue, with abundant provisions 
for our wants. 

Ilajgurh is a small frontier town, two or three miles from the river Keyn, 
which divides Chutterpore from the kingdom of Pimnah. It stands upm the 
slope of a small hill, which commands all the valley facing the Marwa defiles; 
and a dilapidated citadel and an old castle entitle it to the rank of a fortified town. 

A splendid forest extends from the houses of the town to the mountain, of 
which it hides all but the precipitous q^eaks. Amid the rocks is hidden a .sacred 
fountain, reputed to po.ssess miraculous preperties, which is reached by a wide and 
handsome flight of four hundred and seventy-live stejjs. It originates in a small 
basin, fed by the infiltrations of the overhanging grotto; and its water Ls clear, 
'Mt it has a sickly taste. In the centre of the basin is a lingam of Mahadera, 
nanked by two idols of Hunoumau and I’arbatti, which are half worn away by 
the water. A curtain of parasite phuits hides the entrance to the gretto. 

From the summit of the steps there is a beautiful view of the district watered 
by the Keyn and of the gigantic bastions which surround I'unnah, the chiseic 
land of diamonds. The horizon seems covered with fore.sts,—not .scanty jungles, 
but virgin forests, abounding with peafowl, their pdumage glittering like emeralds, 
while the calls and responsive cries from all the denizens of the wmxls are to 1x5 
heard on all sides. 

In the evening I despatched a sowar to the frontier post of Punnah, to advise 
the authorities of our early arrival 
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AKCH Stii. —'I'he caiiip was raised at four o’clock in tlie inorn- 
iiio;, and the caravan set out on its niarcli towards Punnali. 
On leaving Itajgurh the road plunges into the forest, so that 
wo ])ursued our journey in utter darkness as far as the banks 
of the Keyn, where we were coiui>elled to wait for daybreak. 
Not that the stream is either wiile or deep, for at this season 
it is scarcely more than a middling-sized torrent, dii ided into several small branches, 
babbling between enormous rocks; but its slip])ery bed, studded with deej) holes, 
renders the ford dilticult to pass. 

Tlie Keyn has its source among the hills towards the Saugor territory, 
and, after running two hundred and tliirty miles, precipitates itself into the Jumna 
at Chilatara. 

After an interval of half an hour, the summits of the mountains were covered 
with flame-coloured tints, and .soon daylight spread over the narrow valley. We 
were the first to cross the stream, on the opposite bank of which we awaited the 
jiassage of our elephants and camels; which, owing to several mishaps, took a 
good hour to accomplish; and by that time day had fully dawned, revealing the 
site in all its wild grandeur. Behind us towered the jagged layers of the ghfits 
of Piiiinah, extending their line of ramparts to the edge of the horizon ; and their 
cloak of fore.st fulling downwards in broad undulations to the banks of the torrent, 
which noisily Imrsts from a fissure of the plateau. 

The.se mounUiins compose the first buttress of the great plateau of Central 
India; and they assume all those forms of peaked declivities and perfectly 
horizontal summits which have gained for them the title of ghats, or quays. At 
this iHiint they form the extreme north |)oint of the Vindhyas, and stretch out in 
a narrow spur as far as the jiniction of the Ganges and the Jumna. 

, Our party having at length reassembled, we moved onwards for some time 
towards the north, seeking the entrance to the ascent of the Marwa gh&t, the only 
one leading to the jdateau. The road, which is good and kept in order, would be 
easily practicable for carriages if they could be conveyed across the Keym The 
mountain here gives one the notion of a gigantic staircase, its sides being divided 
into several storeys of small overlaying plateaux. 
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During the early part of the ascent the vegetation was ]»or and withered by 
the sun; only a few large plane-trees, with their white candelahras, and some 
small teak-bushes dotting the ravines; but as we got higher, especially when we 
had attained an elevation of 400 feet above the plain, the vegetation became 
abundant and vigorous, and assumed a tropical charactcn-. Trees witli (monnous 
trunks and thick foliage rose above an underwood of bamboos and plantains, 
intermingled with creepers and runners, the mhowah, the mango-tree, the sal, and 
several species of tulip plants; ami everywhere depended long bunclies of golden 
or purple flowers and clusters of fruits. Troops of monkc}'s gambolled on the 
high branches, in comj)any with thousands of peacocks and birds of gay plumage; 
and ever and anon the thicket was noisily stirred by the doer. The njiid plunged 
into these shades, whence it emeiged again on a wall of naked rocks, commanding 
idternately the beautiful plain we had just quitted, with the valley of the Keyn, 
its fields and its villages, and the southern jiart of the chain, with its jiiles of 
terraces, its forests, and all its network of ravines and defiles. 

After an hour’s ascent we reached the ledge of the gi'eat upper plateau, where 
a troop of Indians, accompanied by horses and elephants, occupied the middle of 
the road; being, in fact, the vukeels sent on by the Maharajah ol’ Tunnah to meet 
us and to welcome us on the territory of his highness, and to escort us to the 
capital. Accordingly in a small house close by they had {>ropared for us a repast 
of milk, food, and confectioneiy. I’roin this p(nnt the plattaiii slopes onwards very 
slightly towards the west; the fonsst gets thinner, and oj)en8 on to a line plain 
interspersed with gardens, which extends as far as the capital, whose white domes 
•stand out in relief against a background of small red-coloured hills. 

The dill'erence between the temperature on the plateau and that of the valley 
we had just left (which is only 1200 feet lower) was very marked. The cool air 
agreeably distended the lungs, and one is easily tempted to brave the heat of the 
sun with uncovered head. This, however should be carefully avoi<led, as the 
effects of the sun’s rays are as fatal on the highest jjoints, and even on the snows 
of the Himalayas, as in the plains of Bengal or of the Deccan. 

At a distance of a mile from the capital w'e perceived the dewan (prime 
minister) of Bunnah coming to meet us in an open carriage ; in which, dismounting 
from our elephant, we took our places beside him, and w'ere conducted to the camp 
expres.sly prepared for us in a cool tope of mango-trees in proximity to the city. 
A vast tent, covering a complete suite of apartments, drawing-' oom, dining-room, 
and bed-chambers, had been specially reserved for us; and the furniture, though 
simple, was comfortable and thoroughly European. 

On alighting and following the dewau into this palace of canvas, our ears 
caught the distant rumblings of the salute which announced our arrival in the 
capital to the good citizens of Tunnah. An English breakfast awaited us in the 
dining-room; and the dewan, after having installed us in our domain, discreetly 
retimd, wishing us a good appetite. Decidedly the palm for generous hospitality 
must be rewarded to the Boundfilas. I have already stated that we were indebkxi 
for all these honours to the distinguished courtesy of the English authorities; 
and assuredly so gracious a reception was not due to our humble selves personally, 
but rather was accorded to us in our capacity as French travellers. 

Breakfast over, 1 took a tui n round the camp, when I found that our people 
had not been forgotten in the royal hospitality. Mussulmans and Hindoos were 
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abandoning themselves to the delights of a fairy banquet of pilau and curry, sent 
to them from the Court. 

Punnah is a town of great antiquity, owing its origin and its celebrity to the 
diamond mines which surround it, and which are, perhaps, of the highest antiquity 
in all India; some even allege its identity with the Panassa of Ptolemy. Isolated, 
however, as it is, on the summit of a tableland difficult of access, and encircled 
by a moiintainous region still in its native wildness, it has never occupied more 
than a secondary rank among the cities of Central India. Since the grant of the 
raj, or territory of I’unnah, to Kishor Sing by the British Government in 1807, 
however, its position has been ameliorated; and it now numbers about 20,000 
inhabitants, including the workers in the mines. Its houses of freestone, built 
with tolerable elegance, include several bazaars, irregularly grouped on undulat¬ 
ing ground. It boasts of no monuments of any antiepity; but, by way of 
amends, it }iossesses several temples and modern cenotaphs of a remarkable order. 
The town itself rests on the adaniantiferous soil which seems to extend over all 
the eastern side of the plateau, and the working of the mines begins at the 
entrance to the suburbs. 

In the afternoon we paid a short visit to the maharajah, whose palace has 
(piite a European stamp. It is a dw'elling-place in the English style, containing 
several flat-roofed bungalows, surrounded with stuccoed colonnades, and broad 
teiraces connecting together the different pavalions. The interior itself has nothing 
of the Indian type; and the saloon where the king received us was fitted up as a 
study, witli escritoire, bookcases, table, and easy-chairs. Moreover, we were 
received with a homely simplicity that contrasted strongly with the ceremonial of 
the morning. The dewan awaited us at the door of the palace, and conducted 
us to the king, whom we found occupied in reading, and who advanced towards 
us and received us with great, affability. He is a stout man, witli a jovial 
countenance and features bronzed by the sun, and with none of the conventional 
Asiatic arrogance of expression. Indeed, it is easy to see at a glance that, 
understanding the position created for the rajahs of Bundelcund by English 
dominion, he has preferred the character of a wealthy landed proprietor to 
that of an insignificant princeling. 

He wore the costume of the reformers of Bengal, the “ Young India” party— 
cloth jacket and trousers, slightly embroidered, and a narrow-brimmed cap. The 
heavy gold bracelets on the wrists and ankles alone reminded one that the rajah 
is of the Kajpoot race; and to these may be added a magnificent necklace of 
diamonds from his own mines, betraying the vanity of proprietorship. He is 
decidedly a remarkable man. Well versed in English, and in two or three other 
languages current in Hindostan, he possesses some notion of our practical 
sciences, and governs his kingdom in a way that secures the esteem of all 
Europeans. 

With singidar loyalty, at the time of the revolt of 1857 he did not hesitate 
to send succour to the English, who were threatened in Bundelcund, and to him was 
owing the relief of the garrison blockaded in Dumoh; which service the Supreme 
Government rewarded by ceding to him some territory in Saugor and Bijawur. 
He is the second king of Punnah,. son of Kishor Sing, founder of the dynasty. 
He is over fifty-five years of age, and has three sons, two of whom have attained 
their majority. 
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After a Ijrief conversation ho dismissed us, but not before making us engage 
to devote some days to the inspection of his mines, his catting workrooms, and 
his cultivation of kitchen herbs, of which he is very j)roud, promisijig us in 
compensation a day’s hunt in the forest. 

March gth .—The rajah sent a jemadar this morning to conduct ns to the 
diamond mines. Twenty minutes’ w'alk across country, and we reached « small 
plateau, covered with little heaps of pebbles, among which grew enormous clusters 
of jessamine, whose myriads of blossoms embalmed the air. At the foot of a 
knoll, slightly higher than the rest, stood some tatterdemalion soldiers; and on 
the opposite side was a large open well, on the edge of which is fixed a norm 
wheel, worked'by four oxen. This was the diamond mine celebrated throughout 
India; and the creaking of the wheel, and a few coolies passing to and fro carry¬ 
ing baskets full of rubbish on their heads, constituted all that could be seen in 
the way of operations in this important entei'prise, to the production of an 
irresistible impression of profound disappointment. 

The body of the mine consists of a round shaft, from about thirty to forty 
feet in diameter and sixty feet in dei>th. The alluvial soil it cuts through is 
divided into liorizontal layers one above the other, composed of fragments of gneiss 
and carbonates, of an average thickness of thirty-five feet; and iKUieatli this is 
found the adaniantiferous ore, a mixture of silex !iud (juartz, lying in the middle 
of a vein of red eai th. To eil'cct the working of the ore, a shaft is sunk on any 
part of the plateau, and the fiagments of ore that are met with are simply 
extracted by hand. 

* Workmen descend to the level of the la}'er of ore by a ,slo]iing j)ass.'ige, 
guarded by some soldiers. Half immersed in the water which the buckets of the 
noria are insuHieient to exhaust, tlujy limit themselves to tilling the straw bfisk(!ts 
with the clayey mixture, which is cariied outside to be examined. A set of stone 
troughs is ranged under a shed, and in these the ore is carefully washed; the 
silicious residue being spread on a mai'ble table, and consigned to tlie sorters, 
who, with overseers watching them individually, (ixnmine the stones one by one, 
dropping the refuse into a basket, and placing the diamonds aside. Much skill 
is needed in this work of sorting, in the workman as well as in the ovewseer; the 
operation having to be executed with some rapidity, and the rough diamond being 
with difficulty distinguished from amongst the silex, <piartz, jasper, and hornstone 
with which it is mixed. 

Tliis mode of working, it will be seen, is primitive enough; and it jnay he 
safely asserted that no improvement has been introduced into it since the veiy 
hrst discovery of the mines. Tradition relates that it was while digging a well 
that some diamonds of a fabulous size were discovered in the soil, and the simple 
process has since been adhered to. When the shaft is sunk, all the ore found at 
the bottom of it is removed; it is then lilled up again, and the same operation is 
recommenced farther on. This method is not only very costly, but it also ^ 
produces this lamentable result, that in excavating one square yard it is neces¬ 
sary to displace a hundred; and thus the surface round it, twenty times more 
considerable, is wasted. Besides this, the w’ell itself is pierced on an extremely 
primitive system, involving a great loss of time; and it frequently happens that 
the chosen spot does not contain a single particle of diamond ore. By reason of 
the imperfection of the system pursued, these mines, which have Ijcen worked for 
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twenty centuries, are still in an almost virgin state; and it is not too much to 
say tliat, when the operations are conducted adequately, the results-obtained will 
be miraculous. 



A DIAMOND MINE, PUNNAH. 


The adamantiferous layer extends for a length of from twelve to twenty miles 
to Bk3 north-east of Punnah. llie most important mines, besides those of the 
capital, are Myra, Etawa, Kamariya, Brijpoor, and Baraghari. It is very rarely. 
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however, that any of tliese diamonds reacli Euroiie. Those known here under 
that name are, for the most part, Brazilian stones, whicli, after making tiie 
journey to India, return thence with Indian cases and labels. The Punnah 
diamonds are of great purity, and emit the most S])arkling light; ami their coh)ur 
varies from the ]>urest white to black, passing throtigh all the intermediate 
shades—milky, roseate, yellow, green, and brown. Their average weiglit does not 
exceed five or six carats; but tlie Myra mine has jnodueed one of forty-thrcc! 
carats. 

Notwithstanding all the disadvantages of the existing system of working, the 
real revenue of the mines may be estimate<i at about double the official revenue; 
for, whatever may be the precautions taken, it is almost impossible, in a country 
where corruption reigns amongst all classes, to prevent robbery in the mines to a 
considerable extent. 

The rajali sells his diainonds on his own account in Allahabad and Benares. 
It is only a few years ago that he established workrooms in Bnnnah itself for 
cutting the stones. Previous to that period the diamonds were sold in their 
rough state. I do not suppose he can hope to rival the perfection of the Dutch ' 
diamond-cutters; but ueverthele.ss the stones that come out of his workshops are 
not to be despised. The diamond is cut and polished on a horizontal steel wheel, 
laden with diamond-dust and oil, and j)ut in motion by means of a pedal. Tim 
workman holds the stone at the end of a sort of pencil-case, and presses it against 
the wheel, so as to wear it off in facets. The shapes that are the most highly 
prized in the country are tlio rose, or the broad-faced brilliant. Generally 
speakirtg, Indians wire little for the numerous facets adopted in Europe. 

March loth. —I'o-day (Sunday), according to the Engli.sh usage, wc had to pay 
respect to the Biblical re.st; no cxplorings, no labours, undcjr the penalty of being 
looked ujx)n as heretics. The king, however, sent us one of his carriages in the 
course of the morning, for us to take a drive in the environs of the town. At 
the foot of the hills which rise beyond the suburbs, a row of ponds, surrounded by 
gardens, forms a delicious oasis, while numerous villas and some tombs lie hid<len 
beneath the thick cloak of verdure; and in one of these green avenues we met 
with a young Bouudela noble, who invited us to visit his country lious'e, situated 
close by. It was a light stone pavilion, buried in a grove of pomegranate and 
orange trees, in which a reservoir, wdth small canals, kept up an agreealde 
coolness; and under the indented arcades of its verandah we partook of a light 
repast, consisting solely of sweets, and an exquisite sherbet, compKised of iced and 
aromatised melons. 

The day passed as monotonously as possible; but in the evening, as a 
compensation, the jungles to the east of the 2>lateau luesented the magnificent 
spectacle of a conflagration. The close thickets obstructing the forest laid been 
fired; the clusters of bamboo flamed like bundles of fusees, and the burning 
creepers hung from tree to tree in fantastic girandoles. Tlie.se fires are very , 
frequent at this season of the year, being intentionally lighted by the Gounds. 
The dryness of the underwood readily secures its combustion; but the flames 
rarely attack the trees that are full of sap; and the result simply is that this 
imparts redoubled vigour to all this superfluous vegetation after the rains, 

March I ith .—We had expected to start on a hunting excursion, but we have 
been obliged instead to devote the day to examining the apartments of tlie palace. 
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aud especially to admiring the royal kitchen-gardens, the king desiring to do the 
honours of his plantations of cabbages and carrots in person. Nor let it be 
8upj)osed that the spectacle was indifferent to us. On the contrary, our eyes 



dwelt with pleasure on the rows of superb vegetables, of which our stomachs had 
been so long deprived 

India is indeed poorly supplied with vegetables—a fact the more astonish¬ 
ing that a considerable portion of the population lives on vegetable food. With 






THE RAYAH'S LOCOMOTIVE. 


373 


the exception of two or throe species of native vegetaljles, the Indian cultivates 
little besides corn crops, rice, maize, wheat, barley, and millet forming the 
chief substiince of his food. Our European vegetables, however, grow perfectly 
well, with irrigation, in many of the regions of Hindostan; but uf) to the present 
time they are the monopoly of the nobles or of tlie English. Tlie poUito alone 
resists acclimatisation in these hot regions, and scarcely ever flourishes, e.\icepting 
on the high plateaux of the Nilgherris, tlie gliAts, or the abutments of the Himalayas. 
The absolute want of those vegetables whicli we consider indispensable for the 
preservation of health, added to that of leaveneil bread, indeed, forms one of the 
most intolerable privations of a long journey in the interior of India. "I'he most 
welcome present to the traveller therefore is the daU, or basket of vegetables and 
fruits, which it is the custom to send as a token of welcome. 

After our visit to the kitchen-gardens, tlie king expres.sed to me his wish to 
have the portraits of himself and his sons taken. The apparatus accordingly was 
conveyed to. the palace, and I took a ])hotograpli which enables me to- present the 
reader with the likenesses of the royal family of runnah. 

March I2th. —To-day we started off to assist at the great hunt which has 
been in preparation ever since our arrival. The place of meeting was at the 
palace, where we found the king dressed in grey linen and wearing a hunting-cap, 
which gave him the most comical look in the world. The jireparations lieing all 
complete, we issued from the jialace, and on casting rny eyes about for the escort, 
carriages or horses designed for our conveyance, I perceived instead, in the centre 
of the square, a road-locomotive, heated and ready to start. It was a small engine 
Wliich the king had obtained from Calcutta at a great expense, some years ago, to 
enable him to present himself to his people in all the glory of modern civilisation ; 
and his eyes sparkled with pride as he observed my astoni.shment. It was a 
surjirise he had reserved for me. However, we installed ourselves as best we 
could in the narrow chariot hooked on behind the locomotive, which, after a 
piercing whistle had been sounded, rushed off at full speed along the stuccoed 
road which the king had made for his own especial use. Strange anomaly ! To 
set out on a tiger and panther hunt in one of the wildest regions of India, and 
to be dragged along by a steam-engine. Imagine the stupefaction of those wild 
Hounds—men scarcely advanced a step beyond the stony age—on seeing this 
fiery chariot, with its plumes of smoke and its storm of sparks, advancing towards 
their forest! 

On the road, the king related to us all the mishajis which his wonderful 
engine had already caused him. It was brought to him from Calcutta by an 
English mechanic, who remained only a short tnne in his service. After his 
departure, no one being acquainted with its mechanism, it was left to rust imtil 
an Indian, who had served as stoker on an English railway, came and offered to 
manage it. He was appointed engineer to the king; but, on one of its first trials, 
the engine, got up to a white heat by the intrepid Hindoo, set off, devouring sjiace 
with so much speed and uproar that the noble travcdlers, seized with jianic, threw * 
themselves out of the chariot, and got covered with bruises; and it was well for 
them that they did so, for about a hundred yards farther on the boiler exploded, 
killing the unhappy engine-driver, who remained at his post. Since that event 
the engine has been repaired, and the king has had its machinery explained to 
him, so that he may be able to superintend its operations. 
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The road along which the engine passed was narrow but well levelled. In 
its Qonstruction they used a carbonate earth called kunicer, obtained from the 
banks of the Jumna, whicli has the peculiar property, when once pounded and 
mixed with water, of forming a composition of such great hardness that it would 
oven bear polisliing like marble. The road broke off at a distance of a few miles 
south of the town, on the borders of a small lake, where the king has one of his 
summer residences; and there the elephants and the escort awaited us. Two 
hours’ journey through those magnificent forests which we had already admired 
on the banks of the Koyn brought us to the place of meeting for the hunt; 
where we found a tent pitched for us, by the side of the pavilion reserved for 
the king. 

After l)r(;akliist, tlio king’s hutitsmen brought us intelligence as to the iirobablo 
results of the hunt; they j)romised us wonders; but, in the absence of a tiger, 
the great hunt had to be postponed to the next day. To-day, therefore, we had 
to content ourselves with the hazardous luck of tlie thickets. 

Letting the huntsmen disperse in search of the larger game, I set out alone 
with a shikaree to kill a few gnson pigeons iuid birds of bright plumage that I 
wanted to prese-rve. On my return, my guide induced me to visit a park of 
elephants in the vicinity of our camp. It was a simple palisaded enclosure, 
wliereiu about twenty young elephants were enclosed. The mahouts explained 
to me the different methods of training to which they are sulyected. 

I need scarcely say that the royal corps de icdlct followed us in our change 
of jdace; for in this country tliere is neither festival nor ceremony in which 
dancers and musicians do not take a part. In the evening, therefore, we had 
the spectacle-of a nautch by torchliglit; when the great trees, whose dark depths 
were revealed by the jets of flame, formed a scenic arrangement which the Royal 
Academy of Music might well envy. It w'as truly a scenery befitting these 
dances with their auti(pie rhythms, and their bronzed dancers glittering with 
gems. 

While the nautclmis went through their classic repertoire before us, from the 
dance of the Pandours to the “ Taza-bi-Taza,” the king, who is a passionate lover 
of hunting, narrated to us some of his cross-country exploits. I will record one 
of these anecdotes, which does honour alike to the courage of this good prince (who 
should not be mistaken for a mere worthless sham citizen) and to the filial devotion 
of his sou, the hereditary prince. 

It is the custom in India for tlie princes and great nobles to venture on wild- 
beast hunts only when surrounded by so many precautions that they scarcely run 
a greater risk in killing a tiger than if they were aiming at him from the windows 
of their palace. Like a true disciple of St. Hubert, however, the Rajah of Punnah 
rejected all these precautions, and rejoiced in finding himself face to face with his 
terrible adversary, and in trying his strength with him, without any other advan¬ 
tage on his side than his own skill and coolness. In one of these encounters, 
while he was, unattended, at the foot of a rock, awaiting a tiger that his hunting 
scouts were driving towards him, the animal, already wounded, issued from a 
thicket some paces off, sprang upon him, and overthrew him. The king’s life 
was saved by the intervention of his eldest son, who, upon hearing his cries, 
unhesitatingly rushed forward, threw himself upon the tiger, and despatched him 
with blows from his dagger. From this terrible encounter the prince himself 
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escaped with a few scratches. If we were to search the annals of India from 
the remotest centuries, I think it would be diilicult to find a similar instance of 
devotedness; an hereditary prince saving his father’s life, in a country where we 
see so many chiefs stnick down by the ambition of their successors. 

This accident impressed the worthy monarch; and, yielding to tlie pei-suasions 
of his friends, he promised never to expose himself again so rashly. Hki lively 
imagination, however, suggested to him a moans of averting the danger, and at 
the same time of keeping up the illusion. He directed the construction of a 
cage with strong iron bars, and fixed upon wheels, in which, while comfortably 
seated, he could wait for the passage of the tiger, and strike him down with 
impunity. 

March i ith .—The ground included in the hdnhh formed a species of circus, 
partly unwooded, to which the numerous ravines converge. 'J’he tlry bed of a 
torrent traversed its entire length, forming, as it issued from the valley, a narrow 
defile embanked between high rocky walls; and this defile Avas the oidy outlet 
left for the animals of the forest, wlio wore thus compelled to pass under the 
fire of the houdis ranged on either side of the rocks. The preparatory beating of 
the woods had driven back all the game into the ravines which surrounded the 
circus, and the beaters wore now hemming in all the heights witliin a radius of 
some miles. From early morn the shoutings and the noises of gongs and cymbals 
roused the echoes of the forest. Not long after taking our post anived the first 
batch of animals; and they, evidently anticipating the danger in store for them 
from our side, ran wildly from one ravine to another. Occasionally a Avild boar 
or a stag would attempt the passage; and, as we took our aim at them by turns, 
some succeeded in escaping. After tAvo hours of a massacre Avhich continued to 
increase in magnitude, the uproar approached us, and we perceived the Gouud 
beaters on the neighbouring heights gesticulating like demons. Suddenly a 
rumbling noise, proceeding from the underwood round the circus, was heard above 
all this uproar, and we seemed to be listening to a squadron of cavalry at full 
gallop. The brushwood w'as violently sundered, and a herd of sfi,mbur issued 
forth on to the sandy bed of the nullah. 

The sllmbur is the great stag of India, and bis size seems superior to that 
of the common stag of Europe. The male has siipcrb antlers, but the hind has 
no horns. The coat is of a velvety brown on the back, and white under the belly. 

The herd, numbering forty head, advanced towards us at full speed, making 
the ground tremble under them; the males taking the lead with lowered heads. 
I had barely time to cast even a glance at these suiAerb animals, for in an instant 
tliey were upon us. Shots were fired; but the herd cleared the defile, and were 
lost to sight in the jungle—two stags, a hind, and one very young fawn being 
left on the ground. Behind the sambur came, helter-skelter, troops of wild boars, 
jackals, and hyaenas, chased from their last intrenchments by our beaters, who 
followed closely upon them, uttering savage yells; and, in a crisis like this, the 
result of the hdnlch was enormous, reminding me of the famous massacre at Nahr- 
mugra, in Ondeypoor; and, the battue over, the hunters hastily mounted their 
elephants and started in pursuit of tlie wounded animals. Up to nightfall the 
passes echoed with shots; and it Avas not until darkness set in that we all met 
together round the bivouac. 

March I %th .—Eetunied to Punnah, 1 resolved to leave my camp there, and 
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push on alone with Schaumburg, deviating northwards towards tlie fortresses of 
Adjigurh and Kallcenjur. 

We started on liorsoback, with four sowars accompanying us as guides; and, 
leaving the road, which makes a considerable circuit, we followed the pathways 
that intersect the forest, every moment having either to climb or to descend 
giddy heights, and in some places finding the vegetation so luxuriant that our 
horses could with difficulty open the way. At eight in the morning we caught 
sight of the ramparts of Adjigurh, crowning the summit of a rock separated from 
the chain l)y a deep defile; and we soon reached the foot of the ascent leading to 
the fortress; seven half-ruined gates being ranged at graduated distances along 
the acclivity. Arrived at the summit, we found ourselves suiTounded by a 
number of ruined edifices almost as considerable as those of Chittorc: but, time 
not permitting us to take a minute survey, we limited ourselves to visiting a very 
fine group of Chandela niomunonts, jiicturesipiely situated on the borders of the 
jiool of rarnml; of which the most lemarkable was a ruined edifice, half temple, 
half palace, which our guide pointed out to us under the name of I’armal Ka-Baitke, 
or the seat of the King of rarmal. 

The princijial edifices of Adjigurh date from the Chandela period. Many of 
them are attributed to I’armal Brihm, last king of the dynasty of the Chandela 
Bajpoots (i 18o). It is jirohable that, being driven out of the plain by the 
tJhohans of Delhi, ho transferred his ca])ital to Adjigurh; but the fortress had 
existed already several centuries previously. Before leaving the town, we took 
a glance at a ve)’}’ fine Jain temjde containing a monolith Tirthankar more than 
fi.mr feet high ; and we continued our road through the woods as far as Kallcenjur, 
which wo re,ached in tlie full heat of the day, after a three hours’ ride. 

The fortiess of Kalleenjur is one of the most celebrated in the valley of the 
(Jauges. Long considered as im])regnable, it was besieged by the English on 
January 19th, 1812. They established their batteries on one of the buttresses 
of the hill, called Kalinjari, whose position recalls to mind the small plateau of 
Chittorc, so fatal to thii ancient capital of Meywar, and thence they were able 
to liombard the fortress, until it was compelled to surrender after a severe 
struggle. 

The date of the foundation of Kalleenjur is unknown; but it is certain that 
the liill on wdiich it rests was lookcl upon as sacred from a remote period of 
antiquity. Here, as at Gwalior, the abundance of the springs and the wild aspect 
of the spot attracted to it, at an early jieriod, the Jains, as the worshippers of 
llhanna, or I'licjeated Nature. They hewed for themselves recesses in the rocks, 
which the piety of their descendants surrounded with temples and sumptuous 
eilifices; and the wants of the pilgrims brought about the creation of a city, 
which, some centuries after, was transformed, by one of the sovereigns into a 
fortress. 'J’his fact is abundantly proved by the numerous antique sculptures 
which are discovered in the foundations of the ramparts themselves. 

Two ascents formerly led to the tableland of the plateau; but that on the 
north, the most important, is the only one now practicable; and along it runs a 
battlemented wall, interrupted at equal distances by fortified gates, seven in 
number (which seems to be the sacred number). The first of these gates is a 
triumphal arch raised by the Euqjeror Aunmgzeb, in the seventeenth century; the 
others date from the, foundation of the citadel. The ascent reminded me of that 
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of Gwalior; there was the same abundance of luonunionts, of reservoirs sunk deep 
in the mountain, of bas-reliefs and sculptures. 

Following the roadway which turns oft’ to the left of the iiortliern gate, we 
came up first with a little excavation hewn out of the rock. This is the Siva- 
Koti, or the chamlwr of Siva; the interior of which consists of a small square 
room, with a flat ceiling; the sole ornament of the walls being shelved niches, 
sculptured in the rock itself, exactly similar to those one sees in the modern houses 
in India, which are used instead of cupboards. On one of the sides is a Idock 
sculptured in the form of a bed, rej)resenting the couch of the god ; and a small 
door hiads to a court, containing a pend of water and several scul))turos. 

This excavation may be taken as the type of fifty or sixty others to be found 
on the hill; and its simidicity, and the total absence of idols, proved that it must 
have been used as a dwelling-place by one of the eailiest anchorites who came to 
inhabit the hill, and it was probably not dedicated to Siva until near the tenth 
century. 

Our guide lighted a torch, and we followed him down a damp tulte-like 
passage. Half-way down, a ray of light pierces the wall, and through an opmiing 
in it we saw the plain which extends at the foot of Kalleenjur; and it was ciisy 
to calculate that the staircase corresponded with the external surface of the 
plateau, separated from it by a small interval; and beyond this opening forty 
steps more brought us to the entrance of a cavern. It is obvious that this cavity 
is a natural one, and that man has added nothing to it. It is filled nearly to its 
arched roof with water, wliich filters drop by droj) through the crust of the plateau, 
and wonderful properties are attributed to this water for the cure of hqu’osy and 
skin-diseases, as well as of mental affections. 

We only reached Punnah on the day following, when, not to delay our 
departure any longer, we hurried to pay our farewell visit to the maharajah; who 
received us with his usual simplicity of manner, and presented eacli of us with a 
handsome ring set with a diamond obtained from his mines and cut in his own 
workrooms. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 


FROM rUNNAH TO REWAH. 



Mufjotiiid.—Departure of the Scindiaii Escort.—A Hunt in the English Style.—The Bajah of 

Dourjunpore.—Rewah. 

”Alien I8th. —We left runiiah very early in the morning, 
mounted on one of the rajah’s elephants, our people having 
gone on before. 

The road to llewali, whicli we now followed, strikes out 
from the plateau by the south-east passes. The slope on this 
side is much less abrupt than towards the Keyn: the ground 
rises at first, forming a chain of mounds of middling height, and then descends in 
a succe-ssiou of gentle slopes to the plain. The vegetation presented a less strik¬ 
ing character ; the w’oods were thinner, and interspersed with spaces, either barren 
or covered with low jungle. Feathered game was to be found in abundance, and 
from the back of our elephant we brought down jungle-fowls, peacocks, and even 
rock-pigeons and black partridges of rather a rare species. 

Towards seven o’clock we entered on a magnificent plain, perfectly bare, and 
bounded on the south by a line of blue heights. This plain forms the lower 
layer of the great group of plateaux, covering Central India, which continues 
))iling up its tablelands from the valley of the Canges to the highest point of the 
Vindhyas of Hhopal and of Mandoo; and it advances towards the north as far as 
the Jumna, which it overhangs with a line of vertical slopes, whence the streams 
which w'ater it descend. 

The Maharajah of Ihinnah was anxious that we should be escorted up to this 
]>oint by one of his sirdars, xvho now cpiitted us only after having made the chief 
of the village deliver to us all the necessary provisions for our use. 

In the coui\se of the evening We decided on starting for Nagound, from which 
place we were still distant eight good leagues. Half-way on our march we 
crossed the frontier line of the states of ruunah to enter upon those of Nagound; 
and, ow’ing to the slow pace of our elephant, it was midnight before we reached 
the little capital; when we were conducted to the dflk bungalow, which we found 
provided with be<ls and furniture, which, if not sumptuous, at least were comfort¬ 
able. We soon discovered that we owed it to the Rajah of Nagound that we 
were not compelled to sleep upon the bare floors, for it seems the English 
Covernment declines to furnish this bungalow, which is only occasionally used. 
The prince, therefore, on hearing of our expected arrival, had the habitation put 
into a fit state for our reception. There can be no doubt that the Boundelas 
understand hospitality. 
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Nagound is the capital of one of the smallest principalities of Buiulelcund. 
It is a large village, void of interest, but in a good position in the centre of the 
plain, at an equal distance from the mountainous region and the Jumna; and its 
houses—for the most part of katcha, that is, mud mixed with straw—form several 
large clean streets. Outside the town a small fort, standing on a mount, encloses 
the king’s palace. It derives a certain degree of animation and some quusperity 
from the establishment of 
an English military station 
in its neighbourhood, com¬ 
posed of two regiments and 
one battery of artillery. 

It was completely razed to 
the ground in 18 5 7 by the 
rebels, who massacred the 

Unfortunately we 
learned on arriving that 
Mr. Coles was absent on a 
circuit, so that we should 
have to await his return 
to Nagound; but, however 
cheerless the prospect was, 
we had to resign ourselves 
to it. For two months 
past our escort had been 
that provided for us by 
the Maharajah >Scindia at 
Gwalior; and, although 
given to us for an indefinite 
terra, it would be imposing 
on courtesy to retain these 
people any longer, especially 
as they have a long return 
journey to make; besides 
which, we had already lost 
two of tlie camels that had 
been confided to us, the 
country gradually becoming 
unfavourable to these ani¬ 
mals, and it was more than 
time to send them back. 

But we had to face a serious 
difficulty,—How are we to vhk u.\.iau or naugcni), 

replace them, the country 

being destitute of all means of transport, and the Agent’s influence alone being 
capable of procuring it for us ? All these reasons combined, therefore, compelled 
us to wait, although Hagound is an insignificant place, and the rainy season was 
fast approaching. 
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The day following our arrival the rajah sent us two tnoonshees to appoint the 
time for an interview; and they were followed by a row of servants carrying 
presents of every description—sweets, fruits, fowls, and kids. 

At two o’clock we proceeded to the palace, if such may be styled the rajah’s 
residence, which is a simple bungalow, with tiled roofing, surrounded with wooden 
verandahs, and placed in the centre of a bastioned enclosure. The rajah awaited 
ns on the flight of steps at the entrance, and received us with great affability, 
lie was an old man, with a smiling countenance and unaffected manners, and, 
conversing freely with ns, he did the honours of his simple dwelling-place in 
jierson. He is said to be intelligent, energetic, and very watchful over the 
interests of his tiny kingdom. 

On returning to our bungalow nothing remained for us to do but to lay in a 
stock of patience, and await the aivival of Mr. Coles. 

This little station contained no more than fifteen Kuropeans, between officers 
and functionaries; but, when one leaves the jungle, nothing is so appalling as the 
visits every stranger is expected to make on his arrival at an English station. 
Anglo-Indian cticpiette obliges him to put on a black coat, collar, and cravat, and 
brave the heat of the sun at one o’clock in the day. We therefore kept to our 
bungalow, in the hope of escajnng unobserved; but two travellers are far too 
great a godsend in these wild regions to be allowed to break the rules in such a 
way. After having expected our visit for a whole day, the officers sent their 

senior to us, (leneral B-, who reproaclied us most courteously with our 

unsociablencss, and carried us off' with him to the mess, where we were saluted 
with no loss kindly reproaches; and they managed so well that our stay at 
Nagouud remains one of the most pleasant souvenirs of my journey. 

During the diiy we hunted the tiger and the sambur in the neighbouring 

mountains, our guide being General 15-, the most intrepid hunter in Central 

India. The tigers he has killed may be reckoned by hundreds; and as to boars, 
})anthers, and the rest, he is himself ignorant of their number. He made us visit 
his house, a thorough museum, the walls of which were hidden entirely by himting- 
tro])liies, wliile before the isiitraucc stood the whitened skeleton of an enormous 
elei)hant. Tlie most curious object in his collection was a tiger-skin, thrown over 
the biick of a buffalo, and covering it completely. It belonged to a royal tiger of 
jirodigious size, which the general had killed in the neighbourhood of Nagound. 
This brave hunter, after so brilliant a career, was destined in the year following 
our visit to fall a victim to a terrible accident. While hunting near Nagound, in 
comjiany with ihe I’riiuie of Schleswig-Holstein, he was seized by a tiger, which 
shattered his thigh to ])ieces. 

The evening found us assembled round the mess-table with our kind hosts, 
whereat France was acclaimed l)y toasts in honour of our army and our flag; and 
the first streaks of daylight often surprised us with the aspect of a regular battle- 
fiedd, where lay battalions of sparkling hock and champagna Mr. Coles, too, had 
be(ui back scweral days, and yet we no longer thought of starting; indeed, ho 
insisted on our devoting some days to himself. 

Even he could procure for us only two carts drawn by five oxen apiece, and 
this only as far a.s Bew'ah; so that we were compelled to retain our Funnah 
elephant. When 1 had completed our preparations I dismissed our Gwalior 
escort. These good fellows, who had followed us so faithfully, were drawn up in 
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a TOW before the bungalow; and 1 addressed a little speech of thanks to thoni, and 
gave each of them a few riqjees, remitting at tlie same time a letter to tlie jmnadar 
which would convey a rejwrt of their good conduct to the mahai-ajah. Tlieir 
farewells were most affecting. Each man advanced to embrace our knees, and 
taking our hand, which he placed on his forehead, addressed us as Md-Biip,'* 
signifying tliat we have been good masters to them. At last tlic line was formed, 
and the caravan departed; but the “ Salaam ! ” of the poor fellows still reached 
our ears. We saw the quiet, patient camels which had carrie.d us for three years 
gradually disappear ; and reflecbul that they were the last we should see in Inilia, 
for their race is almost unknown in the etisteru regions. 

Our stay at Nagouud was tlius prolonged until the 24 th March, when we left 
it on a lovely morning, mounted on our elephant. 'J’he road still bore towards the 
south-east, running paralhd with the mountoins for a short distance, and then re¬ 
entering a fertile country studded with large villages. 

In .spite of the heat, which had become .stilling, we were compelled to continue 
our journey several miles fart,her to reach our encamiancnt luiar Dourjanpore. 
I arrived at the camp half dead, and suffering from sunstroke ; my ears buzzing, 
my sight failing me, and my tightly closcsl lips scarcely allowing mo to breathe. 
I was removed from off my elephant in a state of insensibility, from which 1 
recovered by the agency of small doses of brandy and wet bandages applied in 
bed. For this once, at all events, 1 escaped simply with a fright. We had 
committed an imprudence which often results fatally, in travelling for seven hours 
fully exposed to the intense heat of the sun; whi<.'.h in these legions may be said 
to have the sudden action of lightning, for nnm are struck' by it with a rapidity 
only equalled by electricity. Sometimes the jiatient lingers sciveral months, and 
succumbs at length, medicine having no power to stay the progress of the disease; 
but almost invariably a sunstroke is immediately followed by desath. The only 
remedy, on first becoming sensible of the at(,ack, is to jdunge the head at once 
into water; wlien tlie danger ceases directly. 

Our tents were grouped together under the thick foliage of a small wood, 
across which coursed a pleasant stream that jiasses on through the town; and tlie 
shade and the coolness of the water restored me completely, so that i felt capable 
of continuing the journey. 

In the evening the rajah’s favourite elephant made us spectators of his sports 
while taking liis bath in the stream, wliich his gambols almost caused to ox'ertlow; 
and after the bath his mahout made him lie down on the bank, while, with a 
paint-brush, he daubed him over with an oily mixture resembling polish. This 
process is adopted to prevent the skin of the elephant from getting dry and 
cracking during the great heats; and it is through ignorance of this iudispen,sable 
precaution that we always see the elephants in our Zoological ( lardens presenting 
so pitiable a sight. 

We had many more miles to travel before reaching Itewah ; but our horses were 
so worn out with the heat that the only re.source left us is the I’unnah elephant, 
which poor beast also was .so exhausted that we could not hope to accomplish more 
than three miles an hour. We start, therefore, at midnight, so that we might be 
deposited at our destination before the heat set in; and, not to lose the night’s 
rest entirely, I had a bed placed on the back of the elephant, on which we almost 
• Mil-BiVp literally uieaiia “ mother-father.” 
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succeeded in tinding comfort. When once reclining, with eyes closed, it is easy 
to imagine oneself on Imrd a vessel, the pitching and rolling of which the ne^pilftr 
swinging movement of tlie elephant exactly reproduces; and when the early streaks 
of dawn aroused us, we heartily agreed that this sleeping on an elephant was not 
so very intolerable. During the night we had crossed a great bare jilain; now the 
ground, while still continuing oven, formed large undulations; the country was 
green, and dotted at intervals with large trees; the mountains of Puiuiah had 
completely disappeared; and all that could be seen on the horizon was a pde blue 
line, formed by tlie crests of the Kaimoors. 

The road we took was well k(! 2 )t, and the trees formed a shady avenue above 
it; and jieasants’ carts and groups of workmen, following the same road as our¬ 
selves, were sigiis of our ju'oxiniity to tlie caj)ital. The road broke off abruptly 
on the edge of a precipice, beneath which bubbled the waters of the Beher; and, 
a little higlier up, a verti(;al wall of rocks barred tlie whole breadth of the Ixid of 
the river, which, clearing this obstacle, forms an entire sheet of crystal, thirty feet 
in Iieigiit, wliieh tumultuously dashes into the midst of a chaos of broken rocks, 
from which it springs upwards again in clouds of foam. Overhanging the cataract, 
tlie banks were jierfectly j)er])en(licular, and seemed to be crowned with temples 
and gardens. 

A steep road wliich leads downwai'ds into iJie bed of the river, is continued 
beneath its surface, thus facilitating the passage of tlie ford. 

At a short distance from tlic o[)posite shore we found an excellent bungalow, 
of a ty])e until now unknown to ns. It was modelled on tlie jilan of estahlish- 
meiits of the same kind in Bengal, and contained several well-furnished suites of 
apartments; and tlie English Oovernnient undertakes to maintain it, claiming only 
one rupee jier day from each traveller for his lodging. A iieon, acting both as 
guard and cook, is attached to it; and the frugal breakfast whicli he served us up, 
and the good fold-np bedsteads, soon made us forgot the fatigues of tliese two 
successive journeys. 



ClTAPTEIi XXXVII. 

BOGELCUND. 

Bogelcuiid, its Extent, Limits, and History.—Legend of the BilghCIas.—Bandongurli.—C'liaracter 
of the Population.—The Dewan.—Ruwali.—Its Palace.—A Royal S[)eech.—Cataract of the 
Tons. 

OGELOUNl), or lUgheliikliound, constitutes, under tlie name 
of Kewalt, one of the most imjHjrtant inde])endcnt states of 
Eastern Ifiridostitn. It occupies a surface of 9827 square 
miles, and its jwpulation is estimated at 1,200,000. It 
is enclosed between the jirovinces of Allahabad, Mirzapore, 
Ihindckaind, Korea and Saiigor, and Nerbiidda. 

Geographically speaking, it comprises the wliole of tbe jdateau which sepa¬ 
rates the Ganges from the source of tlie Nerbudda. The Kainioor Mountains 
cross it from south-west to north-east, dividing it into two sIoi>es; and they form 
a chain of not very conspicuous elevation, although some of their higliest points 
attain a height of 1500 feet. This chain unites the group* of the llajimilud 
Mountains to the Vindhy.as. 

The northern sloj)e forms part of the valley of the Ganges; it is a low 
plateau, of extreme fertility, having a large propulation, almost exclusively llindoo, 
of gentle and industrious habits, and devoted to agi-icnltural pursuits. 

The southern slop forms the valley of the uppier current of tlu; Sdne; the 
ground is very irregular, and covered with forests and wilds extending as far as 
Sumbulpro. This region, which is down to the present day ahnost entirely 
unknown, must have served as a last p)lace of refuge for the aboriginal rac(!S 
which were found settled on Indian soil at the period of the first invasions; and, 
if the theory be valid, it is here Unit we should meet with re])resentatives of that 
race of blacks, of the type termed negiriito, which were the oiigin (jf the ju-imary 
race of the i)enin8ula. The mass of the popmlation is conij»osed of Gounds, who 
also present us, in greater purity than the Eheels, the type of the Sudra race, 
which preceded the Aryan invasions. We shall presently have an ojipxjrtunity of 
studying this interesting tribe more closely. 

The mere fact that, even up to the present day, it is as difficult for the 
Hindoos of the plain as for Europeans to become acclimati.sed in this region of 
Goundwana, affords abundant proof that these races which inhabit it are the 
original natives, or have at least been settled there for thousands of years. The 
forests which overspread it are infested with wild beasts, and all access to them is 
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still more surely prevented by the terrible malaria exhaled from their gloomy 
depths. 

The history of Hogolcund, so far as cfuicems that part of it occupied by the 
land of the Goumls, is still enveloped in mystery. The northern provinces 
formed ])art of the classic land of the philosophic religions of India; and it is 
also known that the first Hindoo poems connected the Amar Kantak with the 
great forest of Dundaka, which was regarded by the Aryans as the liaunt of 
demons and fabidous animals. 

About the twelfth or thirteenth century a clan of Jtajpoot-Shaloukyas took 
])ossession of all the valh'y of the Sone, and gave it the name of llfighCdakhound, 
or land of the Bughclas; which the English, with their system of Indian ortho- 
gniphy, have transformed into its present name of Bogelcund. 

The Shaloukya dynasty of the Souryavansi family reigned in Anhulwara 
Patan from 1172 to 1294; when it was overthrown by Aladdin the IBoody, 
Emi)eror of Delhi, it is therefore probable that it was after the fall of their 
empire that the Baghfda clan of the Shaloukyas found themselves compelled to 
seek a lunv territory in tlie wild regions of Goundwara. 

This supposition does not, however, agree with the tradition preserved at 
llewah, which explains the formation of the Baghela trihe by the following 
legend:— 

“ About seven hundj'ed years ago a prince of the illustrious family of the 
Shaloukyas reigned at Palgurli, in Goojerat. He had already had one son, when 
the gods were plea.sed to send him a second. At the birth of the young prince, 
the oracles were consulted, according to custom ; and gi’eat was the terror of the 
rajah on learning that this child would one day be the cause of great wars and 
disturbances in India. At his command the infant was abandoned in a neigh¬ 
bouring forest infested by wild beasts. Some time afterwards, a holy Eishi, 
passing by Piilgurh, and hearing of the circumstance, resolved to find out what 
had become of the body of the little prince. To his infinite stirprise he dis¬ 
covered the child in a cavern, whither he had been carried by a tigres.s, who had 
nouri.shed him with her milk. The king, learning the miraculous manner in 
which liis sou had been preserved, caused him to be brought back again to his 
Court, and gave him the name of B&ghfda, or son of the tigress. When he had 
attained his majority, the young prince, renouncing all his rights, abandoned his 
father’s Court, accompanied by a few faithful followers, and, after endless adven¬ 
tures and inuumeralde combats, took possession of a vast kingdom, and established 
his (Mipital at Bandougurh.” 

As the legend relates, the first capital of the Bogelcund was Bandougurh (the 
clo.sed city); which appellation it lost only at the commencement of the present 
ciiiitury, when the seat of government was transferred to Eewah. 

It occupies a very streng position on the banks of the S6ne, to the south of 
the Kaimoors, but it is now completely deserted. According to the accounts 
given by the natives, it is a wonderful’ city, rivalling Ambtr and Cliittore in the 
magnificence of its palaces and monuments: but it is difficult to ascertain the 
exact amount of truth in these descriptions, because all access to the ancient 
ca]»ital is jealously forbidden to Europeans, and not a single traveller, that I am 
aware of, has ever yet penetrated its precincta Notwithstanding the friendship 
of the King of Eewah, 1 could not obtain the privilege of visiting it. 
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The kingdom of Eewah has been allied to the Iiido -1 hi tannic confederation 
since the year 1812. The king recognises the supremacy of the Empress of 
India. On the other hand, he is absolute sovereign in his states, the integrity 
of which is guaranteed to him by England, and he o\vi‘s no tribute of any 
description. 

The king’s revenues are small, considering tlie extent of his ])ossessioi\s ; they 
scarcely exceed ;^200,000. This result must be attiibuted to tlie system of 
tenancy employed throughout the wliole kingdom. Tlie CJuverniuent is satisfied 
with the contributions of the fanners, while these latter extort all they can from 
the population. And yet, with the exception of the trans-Kaimooric /one, the 
whole of the country is rich, and must yield large returns. 

The anny of Ilewah consists of two or three regiments onl}^ hut with the corjis 
of the Purdasees and the Sebundees exceeds eight thousand men. 

I have already stated that the poj)ulation of the northern provinces is prin¬ 
cipally Hindoo. The dilfercnt castes have preserved their customs here in great 
purity—a fact easily explained if we reflect on their inoximity to Allahabad and 
Benares, the sanctuaries of Brahminism. Nevertheless, a great nutnber of Brah¬ 
mins are found in the country who have abandoned the priesthood for agricultural 
pursuits. 

The B&ghSlas and .some other clans rcpre.sent the Kshatriya race,, to which the 
king and all the nobles of the kingdom belong; and these Itajpoot tribes, not¬ 
withstanding their distance from the central branch, have faithfully kept up the 
common manners and emstoms; their contact with the effeminate populations of 
•Bengal only depriving them of some of that pride, and perhaps that valour, which 
characterised their brethren of the desert 

The commerce of the country is iti the hands of the Jains and Vaishnavas of 
Behar, who form with those of Bengal the powerful order of the Baboos. In the 
southern provinces the heights are peopled by the Oounds, and the valleys by the 
Goundas, a half-caste between the Eajpoots and Gounds, the Kolees and the 
Hindoos. To the north of the Kaimoors, the climate is healthy, and the atmo¬ 
sphere constantly agitated by winds and storms; towards the soutli, the tempera¬ 
ture is unequal, cold in winter, suffocating in summer, and deadly in May and 
October. 

On my departure from Nagound, Mr. Coles had given me a khureeta^ for the 
Maharajah of liewah ; this I caused to be token to the ])alace on our airival at 
the bungalow. 

In the course of the day the dewan arrived in great state, sent by the king 
to present his salaams and with a view to obtaining some information respecting' 
us. All the courtesy of the minister did not prevent mo from discovering that 
our presence caused him uneasiness ; the fact of our being Frenchmen surprised 
him considerably, and he scarcely knew what to think of the protection which 
seemed to be accorded to us by the English authorities. T am fully persuaded 
that, without the khureeta of the Agent, the minister would have prevented up 
from seeing the king. At last, after long tergiversations, and at the very 
moment of taking leave, he informed us that the maharajah would expect us at 
his palace to-morrow at four o’clock. Shortly afterwards a royal chouMar 

• Khureeta, an official letter of recommendution, written upon parchment or a particulnr kind of 
paper, and enolcsed in a e&chet of embroidered eilk, eealed with the Agency aeal. 
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brovifflit a basket of fruit, and informed us that by the king’s order an elephant 
was to remain attached to our service during the period of our stay. 

The town, which extends about half a mile beyond the bungalow, along the 
Belier, crowns a little height, which gave it at first a ])icturesiiue api^>earance; 
but, on approacliing nearer, we passed by creviced and ruined raiupails, and 
entered upon a labyrinth of crooked narrow streets, bordered by houses of a 
wretched style of architecture, most of them liaviug walls composed of wattles, 
and occasionally of dried mud, wdth j-oofings of irregularly laid tiles,—a vast 
difference from the fine towns of Western India, with their solid stone walls, their 
terraces, and their elegant colonnades. 'I'lie contrast even becomes still more 
striking as you advance towaids the cast; for example, at Moorshedabad, and 
even in Calcutta, the native dwelling-places arc no better than huts. 

What most excited our suiprise at Jfewah was to sec the bazaars almost 
deserted, the more so as the town contains at least eight thousand souls, and is 
the principal market-place of a wealthy district. It suflers much from the 
absence of the Court, which followed the king to his favourite residence at 
Goviudgurh. Outside the town lies the aristocratic suburb, surrounded by an 
enclosure, and comprising tlie palace, the courtiers’ houses, the barracks, and a 
few bazaars; even here, however, there were the same sadness and solitude. At 
the time fixed upon for our interview witli the king, we proceeded to the palace, 
which extends its liybrid fac^ades along a courtyard, on to wliich open the stables 
for the cavalry. The dcwaii received us at the entrance, and conducted us to the 
hall of the durbar, a. vast a])artment, the walls of which were hidden by a pro¬ 
fusion of gilding, incrustations in coloured glass, and ornaments of every descrip¬ 
tion, in the style of the Sheesh Mahal, already described. Glass lustres hung 
from the ceiling, which was painted to represent ta])estry ; the teak-wood columns 
of the verandah were chequered with bright colours; and at the end of the hall 
was raised the throne, which consisted of an enonnous velvet cushion, placed 
against a monumental back, and supported by two golden lions. The ensemble 
of this hall was not wanting in a certain degree of originality, and it must pro¬ 
duce a fine effect when lighted up by the lustres. 

The maharajah, who had not yet arrived, was coming from Goviudgurh 
expressly to see us, and would return immediately afterwards. The hours passed 
by, and darkness Iwgan to invade the hall, when suddenly the doors opened, and 
servants entered carrying torches, followed by the choubdars, who made their 
gold sticks ring upon the pavement with the sacramental words, “ Maharaj ! 
Salaam! ” 

The king on entering advanced straight towards us. I was impressed at once 
by his superb stature; yet his height of six feet and his proud countenance did 
not suffice to impart majesty to his costume, which from turban to slippers was 
of the purest canary tint of yellow; this was, however, the seasonable colour, the 
Holi festival being on; and a lillet of the same shade, that covered his beard 
completely and his face partially, aggravated the singularity of his equipment. 
Hut, notwitlistanding, it was easy for me to discover that I no longer had to deal 
with the easy-going princes of I’unnah and Nagound, but with a real Rajpoot, 
fully sensible of all the importance of his rank and power. 

Even here, however, the Rajpoot has had the finishing touches of civilisation ; 
and the aristocratic manners of the Court of Oudeypoor have given place to those 



THE KING OF REWAH. 


387 


of Calcutta. Having seated us beside him, tlie king addressed to ns, in the 
purest Englisli, a discourse evidently prepared beforeliaud, in wliich, after em- 
])hatically expressing the pleasure he felt in seeing u.s, he represented that it was 
the duty of a sovereign to load with honours tliose men of letters and artists who 
came to study the beauties and resources of his country; and on niy communicat¬ 
ing my astonishment at hearing him speak English so ])erfectly (which ^ I knew 
would gratify him), he answered me in these words, wliich 1 cannot refrain from 
reproducing in full:— 

“ Without a knowledge of English an Indian prince must remain in ignorance 
of the least progress of civilisation. Constajitly hearing matters spoken of which 
he cannot understand, and himself unable to seek for science in books, he is 
compelled to follow in the beaten track left by his ancestors, with all its accom¬ 
paniments of oppression and barbarity; and, unless possessed of more than 
ordinary talents, he can only incur the disfavour of the Imperial government, and 
finally the loss of his kingdom. If, on the contrary, he can personally keep pace 
with the progress of European opinion, he is sure to be encouraged and supported, 
and will thus succeed in bettering the condition of his subjects, and in increasing 
his revenues.” 

What can be said of sentiments so eloquently expressed ? Unfortunately for 
Kewah they are mere words. 

This discourse was followed by the inevitable interrogatories about Erance, its 
geography, its political and material importance, its government, and tlie like 
topics. It was at a very late hour that the lUterpdn was brought; when the 
‘king crowned us with garlands and invited us to come and spend some days at 
Govindgurh. In shoi't, it was the only way left to us for obtaining from the 
king the means of continuing our long journey towards llhopal. 

Before leaving Kewah, we visited the celebrated falls of the Tons, which are 
situated some miles to the north, near the road to Allahabad. The river, on 
reaching the limits of the plateau, dashes down from a height of four hundred feet 
into the plain; and a magnificent landscape servos as a framework to this cataract, 
the only one of any importance existing in Northern India. 
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MiikunjHW.—Tli<; Mliow'iili .ctul its Properties.—Tlx; Wolves.—Goviiidgiirli, the Palace luid the 
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Pantlier.—I’atliie.s in the Kuirnioora,—The Valley of the .Sdne.—The Bundars, or Men-Apes. 

Tlie. Djangal.—The. “ Tofan.”—The King’s Kiitehery. 

X the 28th of Alarcli, accepting tlie Maharajah’s invitation, we 
set out for (iovindgnrh, eleven miles distant from Kewah, at the 
foot of the Kairnioors. 

The country to the sotith of the capital presented a far 
more cheerful appearance than towards tlie north and the west. 
Tint soil seenntd covered with a lertile mould, and we no 
longer met with those beds of sandstone Avliose level surfaces form small deserts 
in the midst of the ])lains of Tons. The villages, too, displayed themselves 
coquettishly on little heights, always adjoining a pretty jheel, and some cool 
groves of mango-trees. 

About half-way on our road we passed througli the small town of Mukunpore, 
which was for a short time the capital of the kingdom, before the occupation of 
Kewah. The Iloli was still being celebrated here; the streets were filled with 
noisy crowds; and on the banks of a magnificent pool of water was raised the 
obscene idol of Ifolica.. Tlie festival w'as held around it; and, to hear the cries 
of the mountebanks and the priesis, the uproar of voices, and the piercing sound 
of the reed flutes, which almost resemble the vicrliton (or reed-pipes), one could 
imagine oneself at some fete in the environs of Paris. 

On leaving Mukunpore the country changed its aspect; the ground rising in 
sudden undulations, broken by ravines which ran surging on to the foot of the 
Kairnioors, whose declivities now came into sight. Forests succeeded to the 
cultivated ground, but they are almost entirely composed of productive trees, dye- 
wood, fig-trees, and mhowahs. 

1 have not yet spoken of the vihoicah, the tree pre-eminently belonging to 
Central India, and having the same connection with these wild regions as the 
cocoa-tree to the banks of the Indian Ocean. Providence has endowed it with 
such wonderful properties that it supplies the primitive inhabitants of these 
plateaux with all that the most industrious nations have obtained from the whole 
united vegetable world. 

The mhowah or mahwah {Cassia laii/olia) is one of the finest trees of the 
Indian forests. Its straight trunk, of immense diameter, bears its branches 
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arranged with regularity, and gracefully raised like the sconces of candelabra ; 
and its dark green foliage spreads itself in doine-sliaped storeys, casting a thick 
shade all around it. Towards the end of Tcbruary its leaves fall almost suddenly, 
leaving the tree completely hare. The natives pick up these loaves, which they 
use for many purposes, .such as bedding, rooting, and head-eovering.s. Within a 
few days of shedding their leaves, the candelabra become covered with astoni.shing 
rapidity with masses of flowers, resembling .small round fruit, and arranged in 
clusters. The.se flowers are the heavenly manna of the jungle, and on their 
greater or lesser abundance dejwnds the pros})erity or the misery of the whole 
country. The petal, of a pale yellow colour, forms a thick fleshy berry, of the 
size of the grape, wliidi leaves room for the stamen to imss through a small 
aperture; and; when fully ripe, this j)etal falls naturally. I’he Indians simjdy 
attend to removing the brushwood from around the tree, and every evening the 
fallen flowers form a thick bed, which is carefully collected. I'liis shower 
continues sevmral days; and cacli tree ju’oduccs on an average a hundred and 
twenty-live pounds weight of llowei’.s. 

When fre.sh, this flowcr-fi'uit has a sweetish flavour, rather ])lcasaut to tlie. 
taste; but to this is added a musky, acrid, and almost sickening odour. The 
natives nevertheless consume great (piautities of it in this state, and they also 
employ it in the manufacture of cakes, and in dilf'erciit sorts of nourishing food, 
lint the greater y)art of the cro]> is dried on osier s(;reens. This operation ctiuscs 
the fruit to lose its nnjdeasant flavour; it is afterwards made uj) into loaves, or 
, reduced to flour. Ily fermentation the mbowah flower produces a wdne of an 
agreeable taste, that must, however, be drunk while new; and by distillation a 
strong brandy is obtained from it, wliich is considered by the Indians as the 
most precious production of the tree, and which, when old, may challenge com- 
pari.son with gooil Scotch wbi.skey. From the residue of the flowers a good 
vinegar also is derived. 

As soon as the flowers have di.sappeared, the foliage returns, and rapidly 
covers the tree again; and then, in the month of April, comes the fruit to replace 
the flowers. The fruit of the mhowah is of the same shape, but a little larger 
than the fruit of our almond-tree. The shell is of a violet-tinted colour, covering 
a smooth, hard, and woody envelope, in which is found a fine almond; which is 
of a milk-wliite colour, with a delicate and rather oily taste. The Indians use it 
for cakes and pastes, and by a simple ynessure extract from it an excellent eating 
oil, while j,be refuse serves for fattening buffaloes. This oil is already in large 
demand ; the (sommerce of Bombay, and promises to become a fruitful bninch of 
the export, trade of the country. Finally, to wind up this enumeration of the 
wonderful properties of the mhowah, let me add that its bark yields a woody fibre 
used for making rough ropes, and its wood—ca.sy to cleave, though uneven in 
the grain—is invaluable in the construction of huts, as it resists the attacks of 
the white ant 

Making a rapid summary of the preceding lines, wc see that the mhowah 
supplies a nutritious food in its flowers and fruit, besides yielding wine, brandy, 
vinegar, oil, a textile material, and valuable timber for building. It will not, 
therefore, be a matter of surprise that in the Vindhyas and the Aravalis it should 
be ranked by the inhabitants as equal to the Divinity. The (founds, Bheels, 
Mhairs, and Mynas owe their existence to it. They hold their meetings beneath 
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its shade, and under it they celebrate all the important events of life. On its 
branches they .suspend their rude votive offerings, lance-heads or ploughshares; 
and armuul its roots they spread those mysterious circles of stones which supply 
the |)lace of idols to them. They will fight, tlicrefore, with the energy of despair 
in (hjfenco of their mhowahs; and wliere the mhowahs disappear, the Bheel and 
the (hiund are seen no more, 'lids ])re(ious tree is occasionally planted and 
cultivated in the jilain, but it glows naturally in the mountains. 

At four o’clock we reached a fine mukkam, about luilf a mile distant from 
(Jovindgurh; where our camp was siiread over a narrow glade, above which 
mango-trees and mhowahs formed a iloine of verdure. A little farther on began 
the slope of the mountain, stretching on an imperceptible angle in a smooth 
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acclivity to its .summit; and, on tlie o]>po.site side, a deep ravine, the bottom of 
which forms a .small lake, sejmrated us from (Jovindgurh. 

Our pwjjile and kiggage, transported by four ele]>luint.s, aiTived an hottr after 
us; and, while they were unloading the animals, I walked beneath the .shade of 
the mhowahs, whose branches were Isdng pillaged by a tribe of langours. While 
so engaged, I observed the ajipnxieh of a wretched-looking, mangy, bald-coated 
dog Not caring for his company, I flung a .stone at him, which caused him to 
turn off acress the hrusliwood, towards some neighbouring huts. Shortly, how¬ 
ever, loiul cries proceeded fiom that direction, and some armed pea.sants issued 
forth, premled by my " dog,” whicli turned out to be nothing less than a big 
wolf. He liad seized a kid, whicli he still held in his fang.s, and, in spite of its 
weight, passed by us witli such rapidity that neither .stones nor sticks could 
intercept him. In fad;, it is very hard to distinguish the Indian wolf from the 
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half-taiae dog that frequents tlie native villages. The form is the same; the 
hide alone is less yellow, in which respect it greatly resemldes the tawny wolf of 
Poland. 

The fact of the existence of wolves in India is not generally known. Travel¬ 
lers, being entirely absorbed in tigers and other animals of the same species, liave 
neglected to mention these carnivorous beasts, which, tlaaigh of a less assuming 
type, cause quite as extensive ravage,s. Wolves arc extremely numerous over tlie 
range of Hindustan from the Viiidhyas to the Himalayas. Never attacking men, 
even when in packs, they penetrate into the villages and farms, and carry off 
many children, dogs, and kids. They have even been known to get into European 
dwelling-places. 1 know a planter in Doab, whose child was carried off before 
his own eyes by one of these wolves from the verandah of Lis bungalow; and, in 
spite of the high premium which the Covernment has offered for every wolf’s 
hend, they are still far from having obtained the mastery over this scourge. 

Towards evening, as we were about retiring to rest, we had a slight alarm. 
A sudden whirlwind rushing down from the Kairmoors i)assed over our encamp¬ 
ment, overthrowing the small tents of our men; and the kulassees of our own 
tent just had time to throw theniselvcs on the ro])ea to prevent our being buried 
beneath the khanats. I’hcse gusts of wind arc of very frequent occurrence in 
these regions, as we have shortly to experience. 

March 2gth .—We recei^•ed a deputation from the palace, consi.sting of four 
nobles who came to pay us the customary compliments; when, as usual, I had 
_ to exhibit our stereoscopic views of I’aris, and distribute some presents among 
them. They were particularly delighted with the boxes of Eley’s percussion-caps, 
which I gave to each of them. 

In the afternoon we ])aid our visit to tlie maharajah ; for which purpose we 
had to cross the entire length of the town, if such a title may be awarded to a 
confused mass of cane huts of the most jirovisional appearance. The streets of 
the future capital are certainly wide and well designed, but the probabilities are 
that the rajah’s project will not outlive him, and Govindgurh will in a short time 
fall back again to the rank of a mere hunting-station. The principal entrance to 
the palace is situated at the end of the great street. It is a fine triumphal arch 
of marble, perforated with three small indenteil arches in the best Eajpoot style; 
and beyond this gatew'ay lies a small courtyard, surrounded by fine fa(;ades, whose 
effect is heightened by wide colonnades. It was an agreeable surprise to find all 
the sunplicity and elegance of the buildings of the sixteenth century in a perfectly 
modern edifice; for throughout the eastern jiart of India the Eajpoot style of 
architecture, so well adapted to the climate, has been abandoned in favour of that 
hybrid kind introduced by the English, in which is fouml minghjd every style— 
the neo-Grecian of Munich, the Kcuaissance, and even the Gothic. 

The prince received us in the line verandah which serves as an audience- 
chamber. Etiquette was still more scrupulously observed tlian on our first 
interview; the nobles standing rangetl on each side of the throne, and the*king 
radiant with jewels and decorations. Every one rose on o>ir entrance, am^ the 
king emphatically bade us welcome to Govindgurh. After an audience of a few 
minutes, the essence of roses and the betel were brought in, and we retired; but 
scarcely had we reached the staircase when a moonshee came after us, and 
conducted us into a small saloon, where the king speedily joined us. He had put 
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aside all his glittering ornaments, and with them all his kingly majesty, for he 
warmly pressed onr hands, and frankly declared the pleasure our visit had afforded 
him. Having had notice some time previous, tlnough the agent at Nagound, of 



our approacliing arrival, lie was imjmtiently awaiting us, in order to give us tlife 
spectacle of a tiger-hunt. One of these animals was now in the ravines of the 
Kairmoors, watched by the shikarees, who had cunningly decoyed them with some 
propitiatory vdctims, and was destined to fall to-mon-ow by our bullets. 
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The maharajah then dischai'ged the honours of his j)alac« in person. Its 
interior corresponds with the simplicity of its e.xterior; but, to make up for this, 
the principal room, or grand saloon for fetes, attains to the very acme of bad Uiste 
in its over-profusion of glass, gilding, and utterly incongruous ornamentation; of 
which, however, in our an.xiety to humour our amiable liost, we feigned the 
greatest admiration. 

March ^oth .—Tlie shikarees came in to give ns notice to be in reiwliness for 
the evening; and, at three o’clock, the hunting-sowari passed by our encampment, 
the rajah reclining on a litter smoking his Inarkah, wliicli a young page held by 
hi.s side, while tlie nobles, soldiers, and followers of every description crowded 
around him. Mounting our mulcnii* we rejoined the trooji, and stnui we are 
ascending the mountain all together. 

1 have already remarked that at this point the Kairraoors present a gently 
incJined slojie, extending for a considerable distance without any break. The 
extremely easy angle of this slope renders its iiscent wmimodious on any part of 
it; but the naked rock is cevered with innumerable detached bhxiks of very 
uue(iual sizes, through which the elephant can with difficulty ojjcn a ]>assage. 
The nature of the soil seems to me volcanic; for on all sides, between the blocks 
and the cnimbling .stones, may be seen .small castings of a Idack substance similar 
to pitch when it is cooled, l)rilliant iis jet, and which 1 should not hesitate to pro¬ 
nounce lava, if its very formation did not seem to be, relatively sjxiaking, of 
jiscent date. On the whole surface of this slope nothing is to be seen but a few 
stunted acacias, with here and there a sal growing in the hollows of the rocks, 
where only a limited (juantity of vegetable earth is to be found. 

From a very slight elevation, a splendid panorama unfolded itself. The view 
extended over the whole plateau, and the horizon towards the north appeared 
uniformly flat; the forests formed a line some miles in depth at the foot of the 
chain, and on the opiwsite side stretcluMl the vast cultivated )>lains which suiTound 
llewah and Mukunpore; while, on the west, the .sharj) crest of the llandair 
Mountains were distinctly visible. 

The king’s cortege wound jricturesquely up the. side of the mountain. 'The 
royal palanquin, carried by eight men, in the mid.st of a group of servants holding 
up parasols and fly-flaps made of yfi.k: tails, took the lead; then followed a long 
line of elephants, with their hunting-houdahs and motley trappings; and these 
were succeeded by men on foot, and the horsemen leading their hor.ses by the 
bridles, the animals leaping frain rock to rock like goats. 

We soon reached a fine plateau, covered with a rich vegetation ; and on all 
sides towered high rounded peaks, between whith, some thousand feet Irelow, wc 
caught glimpses of the lovely valley of the Sdne. This river, which is one of 
the chief southern tributaries of the Ganges, at this point becomes confined between 
the Kairmoors and the buttresses of the Buigowa ]»lateau. It destxiiids from the 
heights of the Amar-Kantak, where it has its source in the same group a.s the 
Nerbudda. Its general course is towards the north-east, and, ciossing liogelcund, 
I'alls into the Ganges near Dinap<ne, after a course of four hundred and sixty-five 
miles. 

Continuing our march across the plateau, we halted finally at the foot of one 
of the cones surrounding us, leaving the hunters to reach the houdi alone and on 

* Male elephaftt, without tusks, usuallj' employed in hunting excursions. 
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foot; and, after a laborious ascent of these declivities covered with underwood 
and youn" trees, we reached the summit, which presented the appearance of a 
vast funnel hung with verdure, its depths fonning a small pool (May not this 
Ik'. an ancient crater ?) We descended to the verge of the water in the profoundest 
silence, and there at length we got to the houdi. 

The-lake, on the borders of which it st(jod, is the only place in the whole 
mountain where the animals can find water. It is the rendezvous, therefore, of 
all the denizens of the forest, and the tigers es])e(Mally are attracted thither by the 
double bait of water and an abundant prey. When one of them is signalled, he 
is pennitted the peaceful enjoyment of this ])aradise up to the day when he 
becomes the object of an expedition like the present. 

I'lie lioudi is brought to even greater perfection here than in Meywar. It is 
(piite a small habitation, containing rooms, and surmounted by a terrace. The 
walls are battleniented, and tlieir loojiholes command a full view of the spot where 
tile animals are forced to come to water, the rest of the lake being surrounded by 
a little wall which prevents all access to it. 

In the principal room of the houdi we find a table, and chairs, and a basket 
containing refreshimmts and some liottles of Moselle, which are to au|)ply us with 
patience .to await tlie arrival of my lord the tiger; it is, liowever, .strictly for¬ 
bidden to speak aloud or to smoke. A perfect arsenal of carbines, ranged along 
the wall, are destined for our usi! and that of the king and the few nobles who 
have followed u.s. 

Darkness at length spreads over the little valley; the hours wear on till it, 
is past midnight: as yet nothing has stirred ; lait, towards one o’clock, the forest 
■seems to become animated ; presently some boars arrive, then stags ; a little later, 
a solitary sambur halts ))roudly at about thirly yards distant from us, his graceful 
head crowned with magnilicent antlers, reflected in the miri’or of the lake, lit by 
myriads of stars. l:>ut all these temptations do not make us forget the tiger we 
are expecting. 

As is always the case in these hunts by night, the most interesting moments 
are those of expectation, when the hunter, momentarily unarmed, sees the whole 
noctnnial life of tlie forest defile before his eyes. When the tiger appears, there 
is another interval of excitement. Then the unfortunate animal, fatally condemned 
beforehand, advances almost without any mistrust. A discharge is sent from the 
houdi, and the tiger falls with a roar, his body riddled with bullets. This last 
act, which appears to l)e the j)rinc.ipal one, is not the most to be admired. For 
jiiy own jiart, I have always felt a .sort of remorse in making one of eight to 
assassinate a tiger from behind a w'all two feet in tliicknes.s. 

This time also, everything happens as 1 had foreseen: out of our number of 
eight, the tiger has received five bullets, which fact does not, however, prevent 
the courtiers from complimenting the king on his skill, as though he had been 
the only one to fire. 

tin hearing the shots, the attendants arrive on the spot, bearing torches; the 
carcase of the tiger is placed on a stretcher, and, remounting our elephants, we 
return on our road to Govindguvh. At four in the morning, w-e found ourselves 
in our tent, after a fearful run, mounted on our elephant, stumbling by torchlight 
in the midst of the chfios of rocks I have already described. It is quite a 
miracle that no accident has occurred, for I have a notion that, while we were 
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drinking the Moselle in tlie houdi, tiio king’s attendants were doing honour to the 
new wine of the niliowah. 

This expedition is only the prelude to a series of haUnctt whieli we are to make 
during the following days in the valley of the Sone. 

MarcJi 3 id. —To-day, being Sunday, is devoted to rest, which, for that matter, 
our night-excursion fully entitles ns to. 

Towards evening, the king honours our camp with a visit of ceremony, pomp- 
ou.sly carried in a litter ornamented with silver plates, and escorted by a regiment 
of his regular infantry, ajid followed by an endless sowari of elephants and horse¬ 
men. Tliis unexpected visit throws our mukk 3 ,ra into confusion; our people 
rush about here and there, hurriedly putting on their turbans and gala dresses. 
We have scarcely time to arrange our few cainjiaigning-stools and arm-chairs in 
an imposing line, before the ])rocession issues from the mhowalis. The king 
alights from his litter at the entrance to the camp, and, leaning on my arm, 
advances to take his place on one of oiir iron arm-chairs, making us sit on either 
side of him, while the nobles and soldiers form themselves into a square. 

Feeling really confused at all this display, I again repeat to the ]:)i ince that 
we are only simple travellers, and that nothing in our position calls for this 
avalanche of honours; which gives him the opportunity for putting in another 
fine speech. We then exhil>it all our curiosities, photographs, and water-colour 
sketches; then the nautchnis execute their dances by torchlight, and finally a 
few crackers anil two firc-l.>alloons are started off, bringing the ceremony to a. 
^brilliant termination. 'J'lie king, on taking leave of us, can imagine no better 
way of expressing his gratification than to say to us, “You are m;/ hrotlicm ; my 
kingdom is yours." 

After his dejiarture I perceive that, by his orders, an ample supply of 
mhowah brandy lias been distributed amongst our ]ieoplc, who are all in a sad 
state of drunkenness. 1'liis state is, however, at the present moment common 
to tlio majority of the Jlagliela and (lound populations, wlio tlms celebrate the 
harvest of the precious flowers. 

Scarcely is our encampment buried iu silence, than I am awakened by cries 
mingled with roars and smothered growls. I spring upon my gun, and the scared 
servants crowd round the entrance of the tent. Under a tree, twenty pae.e8 off, 
two panthers are tearing one of our dogs to pieces. With my eyes still heavy 
with sleep, I can only send them a chance shot, which puts them to flight. We 
find the dog at his last gasp; the unfortunate animal, tied to a tree, was unable 
to escape. It was a fine spaniel I had given me at Nowgong. 

Panthers abound in the environs of (Jovindgnrh, and in the neighbouring 
plains; the winding irregularities of the rocks, the low thick tangled jungles, 
affording them their tno.st favourite haunts. 'J’lie panther feeds almost exclusively 
on animals of middle size, dogs, goats, and sheep, whicli it comes in searcii of in 
the very midst of the abodes of men. It scarcely ever attacks men or larger 
animals, but is infinitely more to he dreaded than the tiger, as it unites greater 
courage to a far superior agility, springing upon the hunter as soon as it perceives 
itself to be attacked; it also has tlie advantage of being able to climb up the 
trees, and many a hunter lias been dislodged from his place of ambush by these 
vindictive animals. 

From the ist to the 4th of April we liave grand hatti^s among the ravines of 
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the Seme. We are encamped in the middle of the forest with all the Court 
The ceremony of our departure took place with great pomp; and we left Govind- 
gurh in solemn procession, each one of us mounted on an elephant, with a 
numerous retinue of servants carrying palms, besides musicians and singera 

My readers have already accompanied me in several of these h 4 nkhs; I shall 
not therefore stop to particularise the details of this one, which was in no respect 
inferior to the others. The bctoty of these four days comprised, besides boars, 
nilghaus, and stags in abundance, two black 1)ears of a small species, some pretty 
chikard gazelles, and a fine lynx. 

The bushrangers employed on this hunting-excursion, twelve hundred in 
number, belonged for the most part to the Gound race, with some Kolees and 
Blioumias of the East. I soon found out that a savage from the high plateaux 
of the Sirgouja was amongst them, his iirescnce having excited the curiosity even 
of our apathetic com])anion8. 

Although situated geographically near to Bogelcund, the Sirgouja and its 
mountainous groups are still almost entirely unknown to the dwellera on the 
banks of the Sbne and the Ganges. The poverty of the country, and above all 
the pestilential emanations of its terrilde imdaria, liave prevented any colonisation 
movement from ai>i)roaching tbe.se regions, which are still surrounded by the 
mysterious veil of legendary fables. 

Many a time since 1 had entered Hundelcuud, I bad listened of an evening 
to our peojtle round the bivouac talking of this frightful country, their fantastic 
tales representing it to me as infested by the most formidable animals, elephants 
and tigers of gigantic size, while the human race was oidy represented by crea¬ 
tures having the ajvpearancc of apes, living in trees ami shunning the eyes of men. 
I had often conversed on this to]»ic with Englislimen long settled in Central 
India, and their opinion bad been that these descriptions would seem to apply to 
some large species of aj)e—some unknown anthrojioniorphites, jKJssessing, like the 
Hunouman ape, a certain degree of social organisation. In support of this hypo¬ 
thesis, some travellers, who had passed through the country, asserted having seen 
and even pursued some large apes, similar to the ourang of the Malay islands. 

It may be imagined with what delight 1 learned that one of these men-apes, 
or Bundarlokh, as the Indians will them, was witliin my reach, and about to 
afford me some elucidation of this oUscure problem. 

One of the maliarajah’s hnlkaras brought this representative of the Bundars 
to our camp. I was struck at once by his low stature, scarcely five English feet, 
and, above t'lll, by the length of his arms, which, united to the animal expression 
of his wrinkled countenance, fully justified the title of ape given to him by the 
natives. The low forehead disappeared beneath woolly tangled locks; the nose 
thick at the extremity and fiat tened at the bridge; broad raised nostrils; small, 
deep-sunken eyes, a fleshless chin; and to complete the ugliness of this mask, on 
each side of the mouth wrinkles running in parallel lines, covering the cheeks. 
Tliis face, in spite of its ugliness, bore the impress of a profound sadness, which 
had nothing of the savage in it. The body itself was of a shocking leanness; the 
skin, of a reddish black, like tanned leather, hung in creases on the limbs; the 
abdomen, sunk inwards as though withered up, bore in the middle a shapeless 
protuberance covering the navel, and doubtless proceeding from the umbilical cord. 

The presence of Europeans harl considerably embarrassed the unfortunate 
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savage, and it was impossible to extract the slightest information from him. The 
Gound who accompanied him furnished us with the few (letails he had obtained 
from the man himself. It appeared that this savage belongej] to a trilie, of a Imndred 
head, inhabiting the forests 
east of Sii^ouja; that the 
name of the nice was Djiln- 
gal, which is only the deri¬ 
vative of the world jungle, 
and is apjjlied by the In¬ 
dians to all savages in gene¬ 
ral; and that he had left his 
tribe, driven away by the 
famine which was decimat¬ 
ing the country. Those 
details were, as may ho 
seen, of the vaguest descrij)- 
tion, and told us nothing. 

My comrade made a 
rapid sketch of the face 
and profile of the Bundar, 
and in the hope of attract¬ 
ing Ixim to Govindgurh, 

^lere I had left my pho- 
tbgrapliic apparatus, I or¬ 
dered some rujices to be 
given him. But the sight 
of us, and our questions, 
had so frightened him, that 
he escaped during the 
night, and could not be 
found again. It is prob¬ 
able that he had been 
banished from his tribe for 
some crime he had com¬ 
mitted, and, after having 
wandered miserably among 
the valleys for a long time, 
had made up his mind to 
implore the hospitality of 
the Gounds. 

It was a pity that I 
could not get a more faith¬ 
ful likeness of him than 
a mere sketch, for I am 
convinced that chance had 

brought me face to face with one of the representatives of that interesting 
Negntto race of India, which, after having at a certain period peopled all the 
western coasts of the Gulf of Bengal, has now almost entirely disappeared. Some 
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remains of them may certainly be found in the still almost unexplored group 
which extends between the Sirgouja, Sumbulpore, and Singboum; but it is evi¬ 
dent that only some few families of them still remain, who have taken refuge 
in the most inaccessible places. 



On the 5th we returned to encamp again under the mhowahs at Govindgurh. 
The maharajah had promised us for the yth an elephant and four waggons drawn 
by oxen, to conduct us as far as Bhopal. 

During the night after our return we experienced one of those terrible 
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huiTicanes so common at this season throughout all the mountainous region. 
The Indians give them the name of to/dn. 

The tempest burst upon us with so much suddenness that our servants had 
barely time to awake us; the canvas khaiiats were rent asunder, tlie stakes flew 
up in the air, and the wind furiously swelled under our teut. We ruslied outside, 
and at tliis very moment a typhoon of rain and dust, mingled with pebbles and 
branches, hurled us to the ground, carrying me to some distance, stilled and bruised. 
Tlie darkness was so dense that it was only with difliculty, and guided by my 
companions’ cries of terror, that I succeeded in gaining the tree at the foot of 
which they sought shelter. 

Even here the hurricane enveloped us with its whirlwinds of warm rain and 
stones, which take away our breath. I’liunderbolts constantly jjloughed the 
ground, bursting through the darkness with great violet-coloured flashes. The 
tempest brouglit us the sound of the cries of tlie unfortunate inhabitants of 
Govindgurh, buried under the ruins of their dwelling-places, while, from the 
mountain the roaring of the torrents reached our ears, accompanied by the 
crashing of the rocks carried away by tlie sweep of the storm. We might 
imagine we were present at the final cataclysm which is to swallow up our world. 
For a whole hour the hunicane persisted in all its intensity, then suddenly 
calm succeeded, and we are scarcely recovered from our emotion before the sky 
appeared glittering with stars. We left the shelter beneath which, masters and 
servants mingled in one group, rve have passed through the tempest. Every one 
to work; the kulassees raised up the tent, great fires were lit, the baggage 
"and furniture was withdrawn from the swamp in which it had sunk, and all was 
restored to order. 

Daylight discovered to us the extent of the ravages of the io/dn; on all 
sides trees were to be seen uprooted, and rocks displaced. Govindgurh ajipearcd 
all in disorder, and the lake, yesterday (juite dry, displayed a broad sheet of 
water. 

This terrible night had quite sickened us of Govindgurh, and it was with pleasure 
we heard that nothing further prevented our departure. We went to pay our 
last visit at the palace, where we found the king presiding at his kutchery or 
state council. The ministers and the clerks, squatting round his chair, read the 
official documents in a nasal tone, or scribbled interminable rolls of paper; while 
at the end of the hall the nautchnis sang a sleepy tune. This mode of despatching 
business is not without a degree of originality. 'The king, while he was talking 
to us, interrupted himself to make some observation to the moonshee, who con¬ 
tinued his report. 

At last I presented him with some photographs I had taken of his durbar and 
of the palace, and in return he offered us a very handsome khillut. We took 
leave of each other with mutual protestations of friendship and remembrance. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 


THE VALLEY OF THE TONS. 

Aiiiiirpataii.—Priiicipalitj’ of Myliere.—We receive llie Rais of Myliere in Durluir.—Recepiiun at 
tlie Palace.—Tlie Valley of tlie, T<fns.—Goumlwana.—The keep of Elephants on the march. 
—The BnnKalow of Joukhay.—The Daeolts anil Female Poisoners.—The Boblier and the 
iKuniiu. 



I’lilL 8tji. — On our return to Kewali I'rom Goviinlgurli, \re liad 
to devoti? two days to choosing the o.xen destined to drag tlie 
lour enormous waggons which were to carry our baggage to 
iJhopal. The ttiiiharajah had provided us besides with a fine 
elephant and an escort of six horsemen. 

If tlie reader refers to the map of Eiistern Rajesthan, he wlU- 
see that from Agra our roiul continued constantly in a south-eastern direction. 
On leaving Rewah, we shall retrograde as far as Bhopal towards the south-west, 
ascending thence straight towards the north, on Agra, thus tracing a perfect 
triangle in the heart of Central India. 

We left the bungalow at Rewah at two in the morning, accompanying our 
caravan ; but the slow pace of the oxen soon compelled us to leave our people and 
the oxen liehind us. The road was, however, excellent, being the great English 
highway from Mirzapore to Jubbulpore. 

The sun overtook us as we were in the middle of that monotonous plain we 
had already crossed more northwards as we came from Nagound. A little farther 
on, the ground began to undulate, and the Bandairs were distinctly visible on the 
horizon. Toivards ten o’clock, we reached the small town of Amarpatan, pictur¬ 
esquely situated amidst groups of large trees and numerous ponds. 

We hail been told that we should find a d&k bungalow at every stage of our 
journey, but this promise proved erroneous at the very outset. Amarpatan 
certainly possesses a small bungalow, but it is exposed to the four winds of 
heaven, without furniture or servants, and isolated from the village. We were 
therefore compelled to await the arrival of our waggons, but our uneasiness may 
be conceived as the afternoon wore on and nothing was to be seen of them. At 
last, at three o’clock, our caravan rejoined us, having taken nearly fourteen hours 
to accomplish the twenty-four miles from Rewah to this place. How heartily we 
already regretted those good camels of the West, with their long slow step, which 
none the less gets over long distances in a short space of time. Other events had 
occurred to add to the slow pace of the oxen: our caravan had fallen a victim to 
those audacious tliieves who infest alTthe highways of Central India. The 
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servants having fallen asleep, they carried oil' during the march, and almost from 
under their very bodies, several of our packages, iortunately of .little value, but 
amongst -which were comprised all the possessions of my good Deri, the faithl'ul 
bearer, and almost director of tlie caravan. Tiie grief of tlni unfortunate servant 
on waking to find himself rolibed of all his clothes, be.sides all his little savings, was 
so great that his comrades hatl some difficulty in i)r(‘vcnting him from starting there 
and then in pursuit of the thieves. In short, it was a sorry beginning for us all. 

April 9th .—Having started from Amarpatan at daybreak, we now cntenHl 
the little state of-My here, the ca])ital town of which we reached at eight o’clock. 
Here we found a good dak bungalow, which compensated us i'or the hovel of the 
previous night. 

Myhere is a small town of from six to seven thousand souls, picturesquely 
situated at the foot of the Ihindair Mountains, at the entrance to the valley of the 
Tons. This latter forms a narrow defile, divided in a straight line by the group 
of the Vindhyas, separating the Kairmoors I'rom the Bandairs, and making a point 
of communication between the valley of the (.hinges and the upper course of the 
Nerbudda. It -was a naturally made passage for the railroad destined to unite the 
Deccan and Hiudostan; the Jhiglish took advantage of it, and it is here that the 
line from Jubbulpore to Allahabad now runs. 

This narrow valley, v'ith the wild heights that overhang it, constitutes the 
kingdom of Myhere, which is calculated to have a surface of 1026 square miles, 
with a population of a Jiundi-cd and twenty thou.sand inhabitants, Hindoos and 
trolmds. The sovereign bears the title of rais, which is inferior to that of rajah, 
and ho recognises the English jirotoctorate. 

The formation of a railroad across the jirincipality, and the establishment of 
a station at the capital itself, cannot fail to create large outlets for the productions 
of this little country. 'J'he young sovereign’s intelligence is also highly spoken 
of; he was the means of bringing the railroad through his states, by making a gra¬ 
tuitous concession to the company of all the ground it reipiired for the puirpose. 

The Agent at Nagound had given me a khureeta for the jirince, and as soon 
as we arrived at the bungalow I had it sent to the palace. In return, 1 received 
the visit of the baboo Bengali, who filled the office of minister and secretaiy at 
the little court. He came to submit to us the programme for our interview, as pro¬ 
posed by the prince. According to his own wish, the rais was to pay us the first 
visit at our bungalow, and we were to return his visit the same day at the palace. 

Notwithstanding some objections which I made, the baboo courteously insisted 
that this airangement for the visits should hold good ; so nothing remained for us 
to do but to prepare for the reception of the royal guest. It is true that we hud 
now become quite accomplished in the art of durbar ceremonies since we lel't 
Baroda. With one of the carpets of our tent, and the bungalow chairs ranged 
according to the rules of etiquette, the great verandah was speedily converted into 
a durbar-room, while our servants and sowars, decked in their finest apparel, 
represented the royal household. 

At about four o’clock, the prince’s coming wms announced to us, and we soon 
saw him approaching, mounted on a fine white charger, and followed by a staff of 
nobles and officers; two companies of Sepoys, after the English fashion, marched 
on a little in advance, and these, if 1 mistake not, constituted the main body of 
the regular army of Myhere. I went forward to meet the prince, whom 1 assisted 
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to dismount from his horse, and conducted to the seat of honour, while the nobles 
of his suite took tlieir places on the chairs. 

The rais was quite a yomig man, of about twenty to two-and-twenty years of 
age, with ratlier an ordinary-looking face, but full of intelligence. He wore .the 
Itajpoot costume. The young prince opened the conversation in excellent English, 
and even, to my inlinite surprise, added some few words of J'rench. I found that, 
having been entrusted during his minority to the charge of the English authorities, 
he had received a highly finished education at the College of Agra, and left it 
with all his diplomas. At the conclusion of the interview, in order to fulfil my 
duties as president of a durbar to the utmost, 1 had the rose-water brought in, 
and sprinkled the clothes of the rais and his nobles with iny own hands. 

An uid<nown spectator had been present at our durbar; this was the director 
of the Jesuit establishment of Bombay, who, having been recently appointed to 
the bisho])ric of Calcutta, was proceeding to his post by land, and liad arrived 
precisely at this moment at the bungalow. The manners and customs ol' 
Bajasthan not being much known in the linglish presidencies, the surprise of the 
worthy prelate on witnessing our reception of the sovereign of the coxmtry may be 
imagined. 

In the evening we were conducted to the palace in palanquins, escorted by 
mmmlckf.cn bearing torches. The baboo and the king’s uncle conducted us to the 
durbar, where the rais awaited us in state, seated on a velvet throne, surrounded 
by his great dignitaries. His reception of us was marked by the extreme of 
courte.sy. He begged us so gmciously to devote the next day to him, that I 
oldiged to give him the promise of countermanding our departure, which was to 
have taken place this very evening. 

Afn-il I oth. —A(!companied by the baboo, we visited the town, which offered 
nothing remarkable. It is surrounded by a high battleraented wall, apparently 
of ancient construction; its liouses are for the most part built of kutcha, 
or raw brick; the streets are kept very clean, and a few bazaars create a 
c(mtre of .some animation. Its commerce consists principally in gum-lac and 
other produce of the neighbouring forests, of which I shall speak again presently. 
'J’hc palace itself is only a tolerably considerable group of bungalows in the 
English style—small pavilions with stone verandahs, surrounded by carefully 
kept gardens, interspersed with pieces of water. Tbe interior is arranged with great 
simplicity, excepting some few state rooms, which arc rather richly decorated. 

Not far from tlie town, in one of the ravines of the Tons, there is an interesting 
group of ancient cenotaphs, recalling to mind by their elegance the Kajpoot 
monuments of Meywar, only on a smaller scale. Like these last, they consecrate 
the sites of the suttees or funeral piles of the Bfighela princes. 

In the course of tlie day I saw the rais, and it was agreed tlwt we should 
I)a8S the evening together. In consequence of this arrangement, towards evening 
we proceeded to the palace, after having sent on our people towards the next 
halting-place. The prince, accompaiued by a few of his personal friends, awaited 
us in the garden, where we remained chatting on different subjects I'or some time. 
Thence wo ])assed into one of the halls, where we found a sumptuously laid table, 
spread with a dinner in the European style. The prince and his attendants left 
us alone, wishing us a good appetite, and only returned at the dessert to empty 
some goblets of champagne with us. After dinner, we took our seats on the 
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divans of the verandah, and wliile smoking onr hookali witnessed a rather barbarous 
nautch, which was however replete with local colouring. During these entertain¬ 
ments, which were prolonged to a very late hour, the servants constantly handed 
round sherbets, made of iced fruits, mangoes, dates, pineapples, &e. Finally some 
fireworks, sent off from the banks of the lake, brought the fete to a suitable close. 
We took leave of the young prince, expressing ourselves deej)!}' sensible of his 
affable reception of us. 

April I ith .—It was two in the morning when we left the palaee of Myhere, 
.so mounting our elephant at once we commenced our march wilhout returning to 
the dfik l)ungalow. It was a superb night, the air cool and the sky brilliant with 
.stars, so we advanced rapidly on our road, still keeping to the English highwuiy, 
which was perfectly well kei>t and bordered by magnificent trees. 



OKKOTAI'HH in THK VAM.KY OF THK Tt>NH. 


The first streaks of dawn enabled us to enjoy a little of the picturesque 
landscape we were passing through. Having already penetrated into the heart of 
the defiles of the Tons, we passed along the Bandair Mountains, whose slopes, 
covered with forests, rose gently from the bottom of tlie valley, striking upwards 
abruptly near the summit in a ridge, resembling a rampart. 

On the opposite side, at a distance of a few miles, the rounded jjeaks of tlie 
Kairmoors were visible ; below us the valley displayed its rich ciiltivation, 
surrounded by clusters of gigantic fruit trees and its numerous villages, which 
appeared enveloped in a bluish smoke. Nothing disturbed the calm which reigned 
in this peaceful valley; it was a delicious sight, of which the freshness of early 
morning in no way diminished the beauty. 

At six in the morning we reached ‘Goundwara, where our camp was 
already installed near a deserted bungalow. Notwithstanding its name, which 
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signifies " habitation of the Gounds,” the village contains but few representatives 
of this race, and tliey are banished amongst the ranks of the pariahSj meters, and 
bunghis. 'J’he inliabitants are Hindoo BonndClas, and they displayed great 
eagerness to furnish us with provisions. 

My chief anxiety at tlie end of each marcli was for tlie elephant, which was 
personally confided to mo by the Maliarajah of Eewah. It is neither a slight 
responsi))ility nor a trifling matter to have to keep and maintain an elephant for 
a wliole month or two. The reader can judge of this by the following particulars, 
which may interest him. 

The daily ration of an elephant on the march is compo.sed of from twenty to 
five-aiid-twenty pounds of wheat'flour, which is kneaded with water, and to whicli 
is added a pound of gJm, or clarified butter, and half a pound of coarse salt. 
Tliis is made into cakes of one pound each, simply baked on an iron tray, and 
these are given to the animal in two separate meals. This ration is absolutely 
indispensable in order that the elephant may not decline in strength when he has 
to perform long marches every day. But, to ensure its being given him, the best 
precaution for the traveller to take is to be himself present at his meals, other¬ 
wise the mahout (eonduetor) and his fantily will make no scruple in stealing a 
portion from it for their own food. 

These flour cakes provide; the eleidiant with bis regular meals; but they are 
far fi’om sufficing him entirely, and in the intervals he absorbs an amount of food 
quite in accordance with his immense size. This additional susk!nane.e is furnished 
to him l)y the branches of several Ir^s, and principally of the bur {^Ficm iwlica 
and the peepul {Fima rdvjum). Hc^s taken to the jungle, where he chooses and 
plucks off for himself the branches, most suited to him. lie does not eat them at 
the time, but loads on his back the provision nece.ssary for the day, and brings it 
home to the camp. He throws away the leaves and the wood, eating nothing but 
the bark. It is a curious sight to see with what dexterity he removes the whole 
bark of a branch, however small it may be, with a single stroke of the finger 
which is placed at the end of his trunk. 

In the many jiools of water which abound near the villages of Central India 
a mar.sby grass is found, after the month of April, which grows up in abundance, 
and attains the size of a salae-bladc;; the botanists calls it Typlm deplmUina, and 
the elephants iirefer it to the boughs. They ai’e also very fond of sugar-canes, 
but this is too heating a food for them. 

It requires sevend jieojde to take proper care of an elephant, and for this 
reason the mahout usually takes his wife and children with him on a journey. 
The animal should always be placed under tlie shade of a thickly leaved tree, and 
on a dry ground, without his trappings. A .simple cord tied to one of his hind 
legs, and held fast by a stake, is sufficient to keep him to the spot, for a docile 
animal never attempts to break aw,ay from this slight restraint Morning and 
evening he must have his bath; and, before he sets out on his march, his forehead, 
ears', paws, and every part of his body susceptible of cracking under the influence 
of the sun must be anointed with grease. 

The elephant is often seen to make balls of earth, generally of red loam, and 
then swallow them. It is a natural remedy which they instinctively employ 
against intestinal worms, to which they are very subject, and its result is a 
violent purging. 
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I need not dwell on the astonishing sagacity of these intelligent animals, so 
many travelJiprs have furnished proofs of it. It will not bo a matter of surprise 
that the elephant, should observe the coincidence Ijetween the presence of the 
traveller and the additional care of which he becomes the object, and in con¬ 
sequence show him signs of strong attachment. You are sure each time you 
approach him to be greeted by some friendly cry; he obeys yo\ir slightest 
movement, and takes especial care during the march to put aside or to break the 
branches that might strike you. 

A/ml I2th. —I’ast (loundwara, the defiles stretch out for another seventeen 
miles’ distiince towards the south; the valley becomes more and more narrow, and 
arrives at an average width of a mile and a half. 

Having commenced our journey during the night, wc reached by day the 
small town of Sowagunga. The thanadar, or chief of the district, having received 
orders from the rais, awaited ns on our passage, and escorted us as far as the 
village of Joukhay, which marks the southern limit of the principality. Throughout 
the whole distance we travelled over, the country unites to a varied and ])icturesque 
landscape the appearance of a fertile and well-cultivated soil. At Joukhay, the 
mountains become suddenly lowered towards the east, and the railway issues on 
to the tablelands which extend as far as Jubbulpore, over forty miles southwards, 
while to the west the Baudair Mountains are divided by several valleys, through 
which runs the road to Saugor. 

, At the distance of a mile and a half from the frontier, at the turn of the 
Jubbulpore and Saugor roads, stands a line house, isolated and half hidden by a 
curtain of trees. This is the bungalow of Joukhay, built about twenty years ago 
by the Rajah of Bijawur, who at that time owned all the surrounding country. 
This prince, a great friend of the Europeans, •was succeeded by a young man 
sixteen years old, who, forgetful of the i)aternal counsels, wiis amongst the first to 
throw himself into the insurrection of 1857, in which he was distinguished for 
his obstindte animosity and cruelty. As soon as the revolt was crushed, the 
young mjah fled to the neighbouring mountains, where he lived by brigandage up 
to the year i860. At length, betrayed by a traitor, he was imprisoned in the 
citadel of Allahabad, and condemned to transportation to the Andaman Islands; 
but, on receiving the news of his sentence, he hanged himself with his turban to 
the bars of his cell. I have already stated tliat the rajahs of Bijawur were the 
eldest branch of the reigning family of Myhere. 

At the bungalow of Joukhay we have an interesting meeting with a family 
of Dacoits, who have come to instal themselves there on the look-out for some 
windfall near the travellers’ house. The Dacoits are an association of thieves and 
brigands, which made its appearance many years ago in Central India; they are 
probably the descendants of those Thugs, or stranglers, who have been so much 
talked of; or rather they are Thugs who have abandoned their old system, which 
had become too well known, for one more perfected and modern. The Dacoits do 
not strangle their victims for the empty pleasure of offering a sacrifice to ‘the 
black Kali, but they pillage and massacre with equal frenzy. 

Some of these bauds have adopted a method of. action which is still more 
indicative of the contact of civUisation; they choose to work upon the great 
English roads, at those points where they pass through wild and deserted regions. 
But the solitude and isolation of the traveller do not suffice to banish that awe 
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with wJiich tlie Eiiglisli laws and police inspire tlieni, and this is one of tlie 
means they employ to get over the obstacle in a certain measure The band 
chooso a place of meeting near a bungalow, and then send on- some scouts to it, 
who generally consist of one or two old men accompanied by a young girl of 
great beauty. 7 ’he old men perform the easy character of poor pilgrims journeying 
towards some distant sanctuaiy; the young girl penetrates into the bungalow on 
the pretence of laigging, and tliere slie .succeeds adiniiably in rousing the attention 
of the traveller, S])eak3 to him, and generally obtoins with ease every information 
respecting the road he is about to take. It naturally happens that tlie pilgrims 
are following the same track, and the day after the traveller finds the peojde 
he had remarked at the next halting-place. The absemie of mistrust in the 
European, and the line eyes of the young girl, tend to facilitate the aim of these 
cunning thieves. Some evening the traveller and his servants are thrown into a 
death-like sluniher by a narcotic drink; the Dacoits arrive on tlie spot at the 
signal agreed njioii, and when the poor dupe wakes in the morning his baggage, 
jewels, and money have disapjieared, together with the interesting family of 
pilgrims. These instances, as 1 have related them, have occurred twice to my' 
own knowledge; but they are more freiineiit than is imagined, for in most cases 
the victim, ashamed of the trap he has allowed himself to fall into, accepts 
his misfortune as a lesson, and takes good care not to acrpiaint the authorities 
with it. 

These expeditions are a mere pastime to the Dacoit, but he willingly atteinnts 
more jieiilous adventures. Entirely naked, with his body oiled, and supple as a, 
serpent, he slips into apartments and uiidenieatli tents, defying all vigilance. 
More than twenty times they have been known to follow a European regiment on 
its march, and come several times running to steal, even in the very tents of the 
ollicers. The Dacoit never uses his arms against the dreaded Sahib except at the 
last extremity, but with the Indian he is less scrupulous; he wdll always kill, and 
sometimes will burn a dwelling-place, merely to steal a trifling article. 1 coukl 
cite thousands of examples in proof of the ravages exercised by these brigands, 
who in a few years have spread themselves like a huhious plague-spot over all 
Northern India, fiourisbing at the presemt day in Bengal in the very heart of the 
rresidency. nieir crafty tricks and means of operating surpass all that our most 
fantastic romancers have ever imagined. 

The use which they make of the large Indian lizard, or iguana, merits remark. 
This animal, which sometimes measures more than a yard in length, is endowed 
with great strength, and possesses the laculty of clinging by means of its claws 
armed with suckers, to a smooth surface, and of keeping itself suspended to it 
with marvellous tenacity. The Dacoit, when he has a high wall to scale, pro¬ 
vides himself with one of these animals, of middling size, and, having tied a cord 
round the middle of its body, throws it over the wall; the animal sticks to the 
stone, and thus forms a living cramp-iron, holding the cord by which the robber 
has but to hoist himself up. 

1 need scarcely say that, having been long ago put on my guard, the Dacoit 
mauceuvres round the bungalow of Joukhay interested me without causing me to 
run into any peril; so, finding themselves discovered, they noiselessly decamped 
during the day. 



CHAPTER XL. 


GOUND WAN A.—PROVINCE OF DUMOH AND S AUG OR. 

(rtiographical and Historical Skolcli.—I'lii; (Joiiiids.—From Joukliay to liiirtiilla.—Wcaltli of the 

Forests of Goundwaiia. —The Taloiik<iar of Komiiari.—Hison Huiitiiio.—Diunoli. Sir 

liicliard Temple.—Tlie Lake of Piitiiria,—Sau^'or.—The Ser|)eiit-01iarmers.—Moses’ Hod. 

—Kiditf’urh.—The Briiijarrees. 

NDEE tlie name of (lOiimlwana, or coiintiy of tlie Goimds, is 
comprised tliat vast region of taldelands wliiclt surrounds all 
tlie ujiper course of the Ncrhuddn, and which, lying between 
74° and 8o° longitude and 20° 10' and 24" latitude, covers 
almost mathematically the entire centre of the Indian peninsula. 
It is hounded on the north by the Duudclcund, Itogelcund, and 
Sirgouja; on the east by Sumbulpore and the laud of the Khounds; on the south 
by Berar and the states of Nizam; on the west by Kandeish and the land of the 
Bheels. It constitutes at the present day the largest part of the new English 
government of the Ceutival I’rovinces. 

Its general conliguration luescnts u series of tablelands of about twelve 
hundred feet in height, not very considerable in extent, and with a generally even 
surface, separated from each other by deep sunk valleys, which, cxcejiting those 
of Nerbudda and Taptee, are watered only by torrents. 'These tablelands may 
be divided into three different groups. 'The liist, on the east, includes the cluster 
of the Amarkantak, whose highest points reach to an elevation of 3500 feet 
above the sea: from this cluster three rivers take their source—the Nerbudda, 
which turning westward loses itself in the Gulf of Cambay; the Sdne, which joins 
the Ganges ten miles above Dinapore; and the Maha Nadi, which flows into the 
Gulf of Bengal. 

The second group is formed by the central chain of the Vindhyas. Tlie 
third, and most considerable, is comprised in the long line vdiich, under the 
names of Satpoora, Boundch, Mahadeva, and Kaligong mountains, crosses the, 
Goundwana from east to west. 'The climate of this region is one of the most 
deadly in all India, and, what is remarkable, its effects are especially formidable 
on the tablelands. Notwithstanding these disadvantages, it is a magnifiwnt 
country, exceedingly rich and fertile, which civilisation will soon learn how to 
appropriate to itself. 

The Goundwana, like all wild regions, has no history; it was still almost 
entirely unknown to the Indians themselves some centuries ago. We have no 
authentic document respecting it anterior to the seventeenth century. 
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The legends preserved by the Gounds describe this race to us as having had 
its origin in the country which it occupies at the present day; no notion has been 
traced of a former migration, as in the traditions of the Bheels and the Kolees. 



lliey may therefore be considered up to now as the aborigines of Central India, 
increased and modified by the tribes of the KoleCs and the Bheels driven back 
amongst them by the movement of invasions. 

The firat invasions, as later those of the Aryans, doubtless passed round this 









GOUNDWANA. 


409 


inaccessible cluster, while it is pretty nearly certain that none of them overran it. 
Nevertheless, after the Mussulman conquest, the liajpoots, seeking everywhere for 
new subjects and new territories, penetrated into the country, but they only came 
in small numbers, less as conquerors than as colonisers, and, allying themselves to 
the Gound race, created a certain number of small kingdoms in the laud. From 
that period, the country became open to Indian colonists, who came by degrees 
and established themselves along the Nerbudda and'the Taptee, occupying all the 
valleys, and leaving the higher lands to the aborigines. Under Akliar (i 555 ). 
the country of the Gounds was still comprised in those fabulous regions inliabited 
by apes and lions. At length the Maharatta movement put an end to the little 
Gound kingdoms, and the Bhouslas reigned from Nagpore to Jubbulpore. After 
the Bhouslas, the supreme power passed to their heirs, the English, who contented 
themselves with occupying the towns of the plain, and showed great contempt for 
their new territory. In coiuscqucnce of this, notwithstanding a. long ])eriod of 
English occupation, the country still remained entirely unexplored until 1860. 
The initiative work of a man of whom 1 shall speak presently, Sir Jlichard Temple, 
bi*ought about a complete revolution after that ])eriod, and at the present day tliis 
region, which had remained wild and untouched up to our generation, is on the 
road to become one of the most flourishing provinces of the Britannic empire. 

The Gounds still constitute at the present day tlie majority of the poiailation. 
I have already mentioned al)ove that their traditions represent them as having 
occupied the land from time immemorial, and on the other hand they appear to 
have been specially free from inva.sions; we ought therefore to find in them t>ne 
of the pxnest types, if not of the primitive irdiabitants of India, at lea.st of that 
ract*. which oven-an it at the most distant period of time. 

After this brief survey of the people of Gomidwana, 1 must say a few words 
about the Khounds, who have up to now been so strangely confounded by all 
travellers with the Gounds. The Khounds earned for themselves a gloomy 
celebrity by their meriahs, or bloody human sacriflees. 'J'hey are blacder than the 
Gounds, and have no allinity with them either in language fxr religion, and approach 
much nearer to the Negritto type. Their name of Khound is derived from the 
radical Sanscrit word Kho, and signifies mmntairuxr. 

j4pril l^th .—On leaving the bungalow of Joukhay, we quitted the sxiperb 
Jubbuljxore road for the bad caravan tracks which lead over the Vindhyas 
towards Saugor. This was our entrance into Goundwana, although ever since 
Myhere we had been passing through a country inhabited by the Gounds. 

For twenty imles we crossed an unwooded tableland, slightly undulated; it 
is the last layer of the series extending from the Jumna to the central chain of 
the Vindhyas, whose ridges rose at a short di8tanc.e from our road, towards the 
south, 'llie landscape is monotonous; but still, at disbint intmvals, vast cultivated 
spaces spread themselves round large Hindoo villages of picturesque api>earance. 
Near each of these villages ai’e to be found ancient ruins, remaining as evidences 
of the civilisation introduced on the extreme frontiers of Goundwana by* the 
Buddhist missionaries some centuries previous to our eni. 

Towards eight iq the morning we reached the town of Burtulla, near which 
we found an excellent bungalow. Ever sinexj the IxeginJiing of the month the 
temperature had gone on in an ascending scale; to-day my thermometer marked 
34" at one o’clock in the common room of the habitation, and 48° on the verandah, 
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wliere a hot wind was blowing. For the next two months, we had to face the 
most terrible season in India, and that too in one of the nuliealthiest regions; but 
it was impossible to recede, for we were on the point of attaining the most 
important object of our journey, the ruins and monuments of Bhilsa. 

In tlie course of the evening, some clouds, drifted along by a south-westerly 
wind, fortunately brought us some lieneiicent showers. 

April 1 4th. —(In leaving Bui tulla, the road proceeds in the direction of one 
of the chains of the ^'^indhyas, running i'rom north to south, and crosses it by a 
series of very steep ascents and descents, coming closely one after another. As 
far as the village of Itajpoora, which we passed at daylight, the jungle was thin 
and low; but it was soon exchanged for a magnificent forest, whose large trees 
formed a dark canopy of verdure, sheltering an inextricable tangle of bamboos, 
shrubs, and tall grass, from which sprang those fine c.reepers which twine them¬ 
selves round the very highest branches. Monkeys and birds of bright plumage 
animated this superb scenery. 

IS'otwithstauding their high style of beauty, these forests are far from rival¬ 
ling the j)ictures(jue vegetation of the (.Units of Malabar or of Konkan, but they 
e(iual and even })erhaps surpass them in the wealth of their productions. Among 
all the Hiiccimens of the vegetable kingdom of which they are composed, from the 
grass or the .shrub to the gigantic tree, there are few which do not possess some 
useful lu'operty. 

'J’hc feature whi(;h chiefly eharacteiiscs these forests of Northern and (Jentrid 
India is the ml (S/m‘ca rabiuitu), a fine tree, with tall straight trunk and tliick 
dark green foliage. Besides a wood which is mucli valued for the construction 
of railways, it prisluces abunilant (prantities of a resin much sought after in com¬ 
merce under the name of dhdk. Unfoituirately the improvidence of the (ifounds 
is here once more displaye.d, for in order to obtain a larger yield, they destroy the 
tree by making an incision all round it. 

I'he different species of gums and resins wliich liave become of late years the 
olrject of an active trade with the Europeans may be ranked amongst the first pro¬ 
ductions of these forests. Next to the dhak and dhammar resins are found the 
haboul and the sirm {Ammc arahka et ipeciom), which yield the gum arabic of 
commerce; the kheir (Acatechu), producing the astringmit known as cachou; the 
sale'i {lk>swcliia thurifera), a shrub who.se odoriferous resin is employed by the 
Indians as an incense, and whose Sanscrit name of labaim has caused it to bo 
identified with the olibanum of the ancients. Next to these natural juices is 
found in great abundance the stick-lac of commerce, produced by insects, who 
deiKisit it on the branches of the patas and wild jdura-trees in large quantities. 

The other essences worthy of observation are the majestic dmoul {Bombax in- 
dkum), wluwe seeds are covered with a textile silky fibre, capable of replacing 
cotton for various purposes; the kmir, which boasts of the same properties, and 
yields besides a resinous wood which is used for torches; the ebony Undou, 
invaluable for cabinet-making, and bearing a pulpy fruit much relished by the 
natives; the {Mtlia aziderarh), whose shoots and leaves have very powerful 
febrifuge qualities, and whose seeds yield an excellent oil; the jarmlkota, which 
gives the pharmaceutic croton oil; and the hnikla, and nermali, of the genus 
Slrychnos, which produces the temble nux vomica. If we add to this list the 
dm, or wild mango, the bur, the tamarind, the palas, the teak, the numberless 
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species of fig-trees, iitid the mhowah, of wliich my readers already know the 
properties, it will be seen what inexhaustible resources these forests provide for 
their wild inhabitants. And besides all this, I purposely omit the endless 
enumeration of useful plants which grow spontaneously in tlie glades and under 
the shade of the large trees—such as the tikur, which produces the nourishing 
fecula, arrowroot, the maliwal, with its woody fibres, &c. 

For several hours we journeyed on in the midst of this grand spectacle, at 
long intervals coming upon some wretched Gound huts, or primitive workings of 
charcoal-burners. The slopes became lower, and we reached a well-cultivated 
valley, in the midst of wliich, on a slight elevation, lises the town of Koumari. 

The sun already dai t- 
ed his burning rays upon 
us, impelling us to seek 
a more comfortable .shelter 
than that afforded by our 
tent, in the village it¬ 
self. The villagers con¬ 
ducted me to the habita¬ 
tion of the taloukdar of 
the district—a descend¬ 
ant of the Gound rajahs. 

I'bis good man received 
us perfectly well; but his 
dwelling-place, which the 
jieasiints term a palace, 
was nothing more than a 
large farm, crowded with 
servants and live-stock; S( >, 
fearing to cause him ti o 
great an inconvenience, 

1 fell back on the hospi¬ 
tality which had been 
offered me on the way 
by the worthy Eajpoot 
who represents the Eng¬ 
lish authorities in this 
place. The station-house thk tauiukoau or koumaki. 

was an Indian building, 

very cleanly kept, where they gave up for our use a large room, which for comfort 
and coolness was all we could possibly desire. It was the first time during 
mj travels that it has happened to me to stay in the very heart of a village 
and in an Indian habitation. 

During the day the taloukdar cn.me to pay us a visit. He was a fine, man, 
still young, who might serve as a type of the .superior cla.ss of Jiaj Gouiuls. He 
tried to imitate, but with little success, the courteous manners of the Itajpoots, 
although he was not wanting in a certain natural distinction. He gave me some 
interesting details about the Gouhds and the surrounding country. On closing 
the conversation, he proposed to take me, if I could spare time, to a bison hunt 
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on a plateau at some miles’ distance from this place, and I hastened to accept so 
attractive an ofl'er. 

The gaur, or Indian bison, is one of the most remarkable animals of tlie 
Indian fauna Although it is to be met with in all tlie forests from Cape Comorin 
to the Himalayas, it is only to be found in large numbers in the central zone. The 
name of gaur, which has become its sciontilic denomination,* is only applied to it 
by the natives of the Terai Ilepalais; in the other parts of India it is errone- 
«)usly called jmigli kliouja or bhainm, which is equivalent to “ buffalo of the 
jungle.” The European hunters have christened it the Indian bison, and this 
a]i])ellation, besides being that iimst in use, seems better justified than either the 
native or the scientific terms. The gaiir has absolutely no analogy with the wild 
buflalo, which inhabits the safne parts; it has a far nearer affinity to the 
American bison t tlian to the ordinary bull. 

The head, which is short and square, is surmounted by a broad high forehead, 
covered with bunches of long reddish hair. The muzzle is strongly developed, 
and of a rose-coloured or light grey tinge ; and the ears are smaller than those of 
the bull. The horns, instead of being round at the base, are oval, and much 
flattened, bending towards the back part of the head, and then turning upwards 
in a sliarp ])oint, forming an arch. The neck, short and thick, issues from 
beneath a fleshy hump which overtops the shoulders, and extends to the middle' 
of the back. This hump is one of the peculiarities which brings it nearer in its 
resemblance to the American bison. It is generally covered with nearly blfl.ck 
Iiair, longer and more abundant than that which covers the rest of the body, the 
j)rovailing tinge of which is a warm chestnut. The natives use the skin which 
covers the hunq) in the manufacture of shields, which they assert to be sabre 
proof. We must also remark the whiteness of the legs from the hoof to the 
knee, which has obtained for the bison the epithet of “gaitered” from the 
hunters. The average height observed among these animals, when completely 
developed, is from fifteen to sixteen hands. 

The bison inhabits the higher regions of Central India: during the daytime 
the herds keep to the tablelands or to the small thickly wooded defiles, where 
there is a spring or a piece of water to be found ; in the night they go to graze 
on the high grass of the nullahs or the young shoots of bamboo, which is a great 
dainty to them. Every herd is composed of ten to fifteen cows with their calves, 
accompanied by some young bull, which appears to direct the troop. The old 
bulls, excepting in the rutting season, live completely in solitude. 

The bison would seem to have an imperfect sight, but it has an extremely 
keen sense of hearing and of smell, which renders it difficult to approach. Some 
hunters have represented it as one of the most terrible animals of the forest, 
rushing upon men or elephants as soon as it perceives them; but to say the 
truth, although the bison does not seem to fear the attack of any animal, not even 
of the tiger, yet it is timid, and only becomes dangerous when it finds itself 
drive-ii to bay, or when it is exasperated by a wound; then its rage and tenacious 
ferocity know no bounds, and more than one ill-fated hunter has fallen a victim 
in similar encounters. 

April. 15<A.-—Early in the morning the taloukdar, accompanied by some of 

* Pot or Gav(tu» gauria. 
t Poe americantts, also wrongly called buffalo. 




summit of a terrace with steep sides, wiieiice we commanded an extensive view of 
the whole country towards Dumoh. We alighted here to partake of a frugal 
breakfast, and to give the shikarees an opportunity of reconnoitring the herd 
which has been signalised to the taloukdar. They soon returned, and then, leav- 
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ing oiir horses behind, we quitted the plateau and penetrated into the dense 
thicket which covered one of its declivities. The heat was oppressive; it was 
ten o’clock; the sun burned the ground, and pierced through the foliage which 
hung (Iroopingly from the branches. According to our guides, it was a favour- 
able time for approaching the bisoiis, who, overcome by the heat, wore sleeping 
in the thicket I cannot help making the reflection that, in order to profit by 
this moment, we were exposing ouisolves very inslily to the attacks of an April 
Him. At last, after much wearisome exertion and numerous scratcJies, we reached 
the edge of u narrow ravine, fonuing a small amjdiitheatre, at the bottom of which 
grew quite a forest of gigantic bamboos. To reach this cover, which conceals the 
bisons from us, wo sliotdd have to descend a slope for a distance of about fifty 
yards, on which some naked shnibs would afford us but a poor shelter. Without 
making this attempt, we took up a position at the entrance to the ravine, while 
one of the shikarees made the circuit of the cover to drive the herd towards us. 
-We soon i)ereeived the man on the opposite slope, but the bisons had already 
scented him; the bamboos were violently shaken, and like a flash the herd 
appeared before us, the c(jws with lowered heads at full gallop, breathing noisily, 
the young ones leaping with friglit. They passed before us like an avalanche; 
fiur shots were fired simultaneou.sh'; one of the animals, doubtless hit, halted for 
a moment, and 1 tired another shot, which only had the effect of making him 
start off again. Hut while the others disapi)eared in the distance the wounded 
animal stayed behind, halting finally some live or six hundred yards’ distance 
from us. We were soon close upon it, and a bullet brought it to the ground ; 
unfortunately it was only a young bull, with budding horns, but nevertheless it 
was a splendid booty. The taloukdar, stimulated by tin's success, wanted us to 
continue our pursuit; but I was sufficiently contented with the result, and was 
longing to regain Konrnari as quickly as possible, to seek repose, after this terrible 
run, in the cool /mH of the hospitable gendarmerie. 

April I /f/i .—Taking advantage of a splendid moonlight, we crossed by night 
the chain of the 1 ‘iperia Glifxt, which separates Koumari from Dumoh. The road 
keeps to the heights the whole length of the way; the spots we passed are of 
the greatest wildness, the ground bare or covered with brushwood, and intersected 
by ravines and narrow valleys. Yielding to drowsiness, 1 fell asleep on our 
snug houdah without mistrusting the rays of the perfidious planet which was 
illuminating our pathway. Dawn awakened me to find myself completely 
blinded, through the etlects of wdiat might be termed a moonstroke; and I felt 
all the symjitonis of regular ophthalmia. In this pitiable plight I arrived at the 
bungalow of Dumoh, where a few strong tea-baths restored my sight. It appears 
that similar accidents are common. The moon does not always deprive you of 
sight only, but often occasions swellings of the entire face, accompanied by illness 
and fever. The natives, well acquainted with these effects, never sleep in the 
open air at night without covering the face with some tolerably thick material. 

Soon after our arrival, we received a visit from Mr. K-, Commis.sioner of 

the province, who, having had notice of our coming through a friend, came to 
oiler us hospitality, and obliged us to instal ourselves in his charming residence. 

Dumoh is the chief town of the English province of that name, and forms 
part of the administration of the Central Provinces. The town contains only 
twelve thousand inhabitants, and most of the houses are of pM; but still its 
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busy bazaars, clean and well-kept streets, the great number of public edifices 
which ornament it, the new buildings rising up on all sides, denote an unusual 
degree of prosperity, which it owes entirely to the system of government intro¬ 
duced by Sir Richard Temple. 

Among the institutions founded by Sir K. Temple must be mentioned the 
Industrial MuseTira, which is to be found in every town of tlie Central Trovinces. 
At Dumoh it was the Commissioner who did the honours for us. Ry the side of 
the instruments and machines I remarked specimens of all the ju-odiictions of the 
country, whether cultivated or wild, with an explanation in the native tongue ol 
the best means for their utilisation. It was a thorough innovation, which 1 was 
assured had already produced excellent results. Nor were the arts overlooked, 
fori found some caskets, some native bronzes, and, finally, some antique sculptures, 
among which was a magnificent monolith boar. 

The office for the distribution of the premiums paid to the natives for every 
wild beast’s head is also placed among the buildings of the Museum. When the 
hunter makes his declaration of the result of his expedition, he has to deliver up 
the skins of the beasts killed by him. On witnessing the fruit of one year’s 
premiums for this district alone, the s])oils of tigers, bears, and panthers piled in 
bales, it was easy to form an idea of the profusion of wild beasts contained in the 
entire extent of (loundwana. The provinces of Saugor and Dumoh, as well as of 
Bhopal, were at one time infested by numbers of lions of the Asiatic species. It 
is well known that these lions arc distinguished from their African brethren of 
th'e same species by the small size of the mane in the male. The reason of their 
disappearance in Central India is yet unexplained, but it is supjiosed that the 
advances of civilisation have driven them back into the almost uncxjilored forests 
which spread beyond Amarkantak. Two, however, w'ere killed sonn; years ago, to 
the south of Dumoh ikself.^^ The only parts of India where a limited number of 
them may be found ai-e Kattywarf and the desert of Thoul. 

Aprif iglh .—On leaving Dumoh we returned to the wild zone. The ground 
was stony, and covered with low jungle, to which the heat had already imparted 
a cheerless and desolate ajipearance. For several hours we journeyed on, without 
coming across a single habitation or any trace of a human being. 1'he grouj) 
of the Viudhyas still continued towards the west in gentle undulations, ojdy 
letting a few insignificant peaks ovettop the level of tlieir tablelands ; the 
height of which, however, was more than two thousand feet above the level of 
the sea. 

Within ten leagues of Dumoh, we reached the bungalow of Puturia, pic¬ 
turesquely situated under the shade of large trees, on the britik of a little marshy 
lake, in which aquatic game was al>undant, and I made a plentiful provision of it 
for ourselves and our servants. For the first time I killed a sarm, a bird I had 
hitherto respected. The sarus, or Antigone crane, is one of the largest birds of 
India; his size being superior to that of the Arghila, or “Philosopher Bird,” 
which our Zoological Gardens have familiarised to Europe. Covered with ’ a 
smooth and silky plumage, of a beautiful pearl-grey shade, lie carries, on a long 

* A Calcutta newspaper announced in the year l8u8 tliat a lion had been killed in the neighbourlxMid 
of Allahabad. 

t It is believed that no tiger has ever been killed in Kattywar; lions only arc found there, and they 
are called by the natives ootaio-mig, or camel-coloured tigers.—K d. 
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straight neck, a delicate head capped with red, and armed with a short, pointed 
beak. The thickness of his long feet in no way detracts from the elegance of 
his walk. The Hindoos adopt the sar&s as the emblem of conjugal fidelity, and 
with good reason. They are always to be met with in pairs ; and if one of them 
hap]'>ens to be killed, the survivor will not abandon him, but flies above the 
hunter who carries off his companion, uttering piercing cries in a truly lamentable 
tone. 'The Mussulmans, less poetic, set much value ou the flesh of the bird, 
although it is black and tough: its breast, if properly prepared, might just 
tolerably imitate beef. During the night the lake of Puturia became a rendezvous 
for all the wild boasts in the neighbourhood. 

Api-il 2oth .—After a long march we encamped this morning on the banks of 
the Beosi, a charming river, whose limpid waters flow between high, n'arrow banks 
hung with verdure. 

Near our tents the Bedsi was spanned by a fine suspension-bridge thirteen 
feet in width and tw’o bundred and fifty feet long; being the first specimen 
of the kind built in India. To Presgrave, the engineer who was entnisted with 
its construction in 1828, belongs the singular credit of having accomplished this 
delicate work wdth the aid of native workmen alone, and of employing only the 
iron of the country. I must add that this district possesses in great abundance 
a very rudi species of ore, lying on the surface of the earth, and from which is 
produced iron the most valued in all India; and we may well be surprised that 
this source of wealth should never yet have been turned to account. 

In the evening we accomplished the distance which divided us from Saugbr, 
where we arrived at midnight; and a luxurious bungalow, for which we were 
again indebted to Sir R. Temple, enabled us to give some days’ rest to our servants 
and beasts of burden. 

Sangor is the chief town of the province of the same name, ceded to the 
English in commutation of subsidy % the Peishwa in 1818. As its name 
suggests,* it is situated on the borders of a magnificent lake, where it displays 
itself pictures(juely in the form of an amphitheatre, on a small height crowned by 
the ancient citadel and the palace of the Peishw'a; and its bazaars are the centre 
of a busy trade. At the distance of a mile and a half from the Indian town lie 
the extensive cantonments appropriated to an English regiment, one of sepoys, 
two batteries of artillery, and a squadron of cavalry. The houses of the officers 
and civil functionaries, the tribunals, prisons, arsenals, and churches, constitute a 
thoroughly European city; and, thanks to its indefatigable governor, neither 
boulevards nor squares are wanting. There is even a vast public garden, with 
grdttoes, cascades, &c. 

By a lucky chance we found several officers of t]ie Nowgong garrison at 
Saugor, who, with graceful courtesy, did the honours of the town and its environs 
for us. At a distance of two leagues from the cantonments lie the ruins of jbhe 
ancient Saugor, which still cover the heights of an isolated plateau, but afford no 
object of special interest. Jluring our stay at the bungalow we received a visit 
from two sdpioallaJis (serpent-charmers), who trade in reptiles. Among other 
r.ire species they offered us a specimen of the g(nddbi or rose serpent, the skin of 
which is varieg-ated with coral tints; and another, the head and tail of wlxich are 
so much alike as to be distinguished witli difficulty. Not finding any cobra di 
, • SAgwr, which the Englixh have converted into Saugor, eignifies lake, or lacuxtral. 
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capello in their collection, I mentioned the fact to them. “ What would be the 
use of troubling ourselves," they said in reply, “with a serpent which we 
can get whenever it is needed ? Do you wish for one ? The very yard of your 



bungalow will furnish it!” My.curiosity was excited, and I defied them to find 
me a serpent in the short space of time they seemed to think nece-ssary. One of 
the sApwilUiks immediately divested himself of his clothes, all save the lungouti; 
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and, seizing his townrU, or charmer’s flute, he invited me to follow him. On 
reaching tlie hack of the bungalow, where the ground was covered with briars 
and stones, he placed the instrument to his mouth, and produced from it some 
piendng sounds, intermingled with softer modulations, while with his body bent 
forwards ho narrowly scanned the vegetation. After a moment he pointed out a 
spot to me; and, on looking tow'ards it, I saw a serpent’s head issuing from beneath 
a stone. Witli tlie rapidity of a flash of lightning the charmer dropped his instm- 
meiit, and, seizing the reptile with marvellous skill, flung it into the air, and 
caught it by the tail as it was falling to the ground. On examining it, it turned 
out to be only a harmless adder. The sapwallah continued his search with 
imi>assioned gestures borderiiig on the comic; and in less than a second the 
touinril dropped, the rejitile wais flung into the air and descended, when the 
Indian, with triumphant coolness, presented to me the tail of a frightful cobra 
over tliree feet in length. The hideous reptile struggled; but with a rapid 
movement the charmer .seized him by the back of the head, and, opening his jaws, 
showed me the terrible fangs which distil death. This proved that there was t>o 
tiickery, I'or the serpents which the charmers carry about with them are alw’ays 
fangless, lie then took a ])air of small pincers, and carefully drew out every 
fang, thus rendering tlie reptile powerless to harm. Nevertheless, whether by 
acciihsnt or from bravado, he received a slight puncture, and the blood flowed from 
one of his lingers; but witliout any emotion lie sucked the w’ound forcibly, and 
a]>]>lied a smtdl black jiorous stone to it, which he represented to be an antidote 
against the bite of the cobra. I bought a piece of him ; but, on analysing “'it, I 
f((uud that the stone was nothing more than a calcined bone of very fine texture. 
After this cobra hunt, the sa])wallahs made us witness all the tricks which they 
perform with the serpents. There is one especially which bears a striking 
resemblance to the famous miracle of Moses before Tharaoh. The juggler, 
having no other garment on him but the lungouti, chose a serpent of a harmless 
species, and placed it ostensibly in a basket, which he covered with a lid. He 
then rose and flung his arms about, the while muttering some cabalistic words 
which his companion accompanied on a tambourine. Suddenly he armed him¬ 
self with a lle.vible wand, which he whirled for some minutes above his head, and 
then suildeiily flung at our feet, where it arrived in the form of a serpent. In 
spite of the closest attention on two repetitions of this feat, I could not detect the 
moment when the wand was exchanged for the serpent. The trick is executed so 
rapidly that credulous people would swear the transformation was real. The 
most i)lausible exidanation of it is that the charmer, while pretending to place 
the serpent tiiider the lid of the basket, slips it in the folds of his lungouti, 
where the reptile, doubtless already trained, coils itself up and remains motion¬ 
less ; after which all he has to do is to effect the substitution of the serpent for 
the wand under the eyes of the spectator; and this he effects by simultaneously 
flinging behind him the wand, which his comrade secures, and throwing down 
before him the reptile concealed on his person. The execution of this feat does 
not, however, demand more astonishing skill than that he had already exhibited 
in the cobra hunt, where he had to seize with the rapidity of lightning the 
head of the reptile, which offers barely a few inches to hold on by out of its 
hole. 

The two charmers I had to deal with were not ordinary men, and were re- 
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garded by the natives with great veneration; yet two rupees paid them for this 
two hours’ exhibition seemed, in their eyes, a splendid remuneration. 

April 24th .—After an interval of rest, and with a fresh supply of oxen, 
we again set out on the road towards Bhopal. Our course during the morning 
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lay across a charming country, interspersed with wooded hills, smiling valleys, 
and fine plains. 

At i^htgurh we found a bungalow, and made a halt. Eahtgurh is situated 
on the steep banks of the beautiful river Bhina, which is crossed at this point by 
a superb viaduct; and it commands a fine panorama. At the distance of about 
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half a mile towards the east stands the ancient citadel of Rahtgurh (Castle of 
Night), with its battlemented ramparts, its gates, and its ruins of palaces and 
temples; at its foot lies the little town, surrounded with trees and cultivation. 
Tlie plain is enclosed by grand mountains, whence sprang high columns of smoke, 
cansing them to resemble so many volcanoes; they w’ere the burning jungles, 
surrounding us during the night with a circle of flames. During the day 
wo witnessed the passage of a caravan of Brinjarrees. Few sights are more 
picturescpic than these caravans on the march, with their thousands of oxen, and 
their escorts of men of warlike aspect and strangely attired women. The whole 
family is there; the infant being slung to the liack of its mother, and the young 
children perched on the milking cows, which carry besides all the household 
utensils. To the old man, who is a member of the council, is reserved the 
honour of mounting a starveling pony. They are said to practise the abduction of 
male children and female infanticide. Their utility as carriers is incontestable, and 
has earned for them the protection of the English Government, which constantly 
employs their services. They arc fated, however, to see their occupation mono¬ 
polised by the railroads at no very distant period, wdien they will be compelled 
to abandon their wandering life. They are reckoned as numbering at the present 
time some liundreds of thousands; but, to say the truth, these figures have never 
yet been confirmed by any regular census. 

On attentively considering the type of these Brinjarrees, their manners and 
some of their customs, such as the necromancy practised by the women, their 
primitive marriage ceremonies, and the practice chaiged against them of stealing 
children, many travellers have persisted in recognising them as the parent branch 
of that wandering race which, under the names of Bohemians and Zingaris, have 
spread themselves all over Europe. Whatever may be the probabilities in favour 
of such an hypothesis, this interesting «iuestion can only be solved by a minute 
observation of the customs of the Bohemians of Europe, and especially by the 
study of their idioms and their legends; all of which are researches still remaining 
for the most part to be undertaken. 
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THE VALLEY OF DHILSA. 

Bhilsa.—Ruins of Gharispore.—How there may be Tojic aiul Tope.—Asoka ami llie Fair Devi. 
—The Hill of Oiulghiry.—Grotto and Inscrijition of Sanakanika.—'I'he Varaha Avatar.— 
Vishnu and Maliadeva.—The Dwelling-place of a Tiger.—A terrible Neighbour. 

PHIL 2 5a'll.—Leaving Ralitgtirh, and crossing tlu; fine bridge 
over the Bhina, we passed from English territory to that of his 
Scindian highness; and, to make us apj)reciate tlic change all 
the more, the excellent road we had followed from Saugor gave 
place to a wretched pathway, which, starting aipriciomsly across 
the ploughed land or the stony jiinghf, ascended in a direct line 
tht> steepest slopes of the mountains which obstruct the horizon. On quitting 
the valley, wc soon penetrated into the midst of these heights, covered with 
wood and peopled by some tribes of (founds; and, after a wearisome march of 
four hours, we reached the southern side of the group, and sighted the valley of 
Bhilsa, with its magnificent plains, its five rivens, and its piclairesque girdle of 
mountains displayed before us. The islets of large trees which surrounded the 
villages stood out in strong relief against the even ground; and, in the very centre 
of this iihmense circus, rose an enoi-tuous stone cube, resembling the mausoleum 
of some Titan. This was the rock of Loharghur, the “iron citadel” whicli 
commands Bhilsa. 

Bhilsa! With the exception of some few learned men, who in all Europe has 
ever hoard of the name ? Yet it is the name of a place that may justly claim 
to rank with the most celebrated spots on the globe. For it is in this obscure 
valley of Bhilsa, buried in the heart of the Vindhya solitudes, that a miraoulous 
chance has preserved to us the first authentic monuments of Indian civilisation, 
or rather, I may say, the original types of the architecture of the whole of tlm 
extreme East. Nor do I think I exaggerate in placing these monuments on an 
equality with those most renowned in Egypt and Assyria. Do they not present 
to us, in an incomparable series of basso-relievos, a faithful and highly finished 
picture of the life, manners, and civilisation of India twenty-five centuries before 
our own ? Was it not .amongst their innumerable inscriptions that the ingenuity 
of a Prinsep, the Champollion of India, found the key to the enigma in vfhicli all 
the first centuries of Indian history were involved ? From the high point on 
which I stood, I could take in at a glance all those eternally celebrated places 
which surround Bhilsa as with a splendid glory. To the north lay Beesnuggur, 
the beloved city of the great Asoka; to the west, the rocks of Oudghiry with 
their sacred grottoes, Sanchi, the wonder of all India, and Satdhara and Sonari; 
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to tlie soutli, Bhojpour and Andher, cities of tombs, where rest tlie ashes of the 
first apostles of Buddhism; and lastly, at my feet, modestly displaying its huts 
and ruins, on a bare rock, was the ancient Gharispore. 

Tearing myself away from this contemplation, I rejoined our party, which 
liad got already to the foot of the mountain. On the borders of the forest a fine 
lake, stocked with ducks and flamingoes, in which the houses of Gharispore are 
gracefully rellected, came to view; and on the opposite side of the village, at the 
foot of a perpendicular height, stood a comfortable bungalow. 

So far back as tlireo centuries before our era Gyaraspore, the modern Gharis¬ 
pore, was a fiourisliing city, and formed part of the empire of Magadha; and it 
passed in turn from the kings of Malwa to the Touars and the Chandelas, until, 
after a long and wearying series of vieissitudo.s,- it became in the eighteenth 
century a simple dependency of the Mahrattas. The poor city is now nothing 
more than a village; but, testifying its ancient magnificence, it still possesses 
some remarkable ruins, without counting its innumerable bas-reliefs, statues, and 
sculptures, which stand out everywhere from among the walls of its huts, from 
the inner casing of its reservoirs, and even from the pavements of its streets. 

Fimt, within a few yards of the bungalow, towers a ruin of e.xquisite elegance, 
consisting of four ]>illars with depressed angles, covered wdth delicate sculptures, 
with cylindrical shaft, su])|)orting a stone ceiling encircled by a frieze of bas- 
reliefs. 'J'hcise four columns formed the centre of an ancient Jain temple, of 
which the gate of the sanctuary, a very jewel of sculpture, still remains. ,, 

In the neighbourhood of this ruin, distinguished by the natives under the 
name of rourana-Mundil, is to he seen another temple in the same style, but in 
a far better state of preservation. It is a small edifice, divided into three leaning 
chapels, surmounted by a pyramidal dome ; and its exterior presents a perfect 
profusion of small statues, uiduckily much damaged by atmospheric action. The 
faejade is preceded by an elegant peristyle, supported by four pillars in the same 
style as those of the l*ourana-Mundil; and four figures, back to back, supporting 
the architrave with their hands, form the capital. As to the fargido itself, it is a 
wonderful embroidery, wdiich the sculptor has loaded with all the riches of Jain 
architecture. 7 -et us take for example one of the gates opening on to the peri¬ 
style. In the centre of the pediment, facing the spectator, a deity, mounted on 
a chariot, is driving ten horses at a gallop, sculptured entirely out of the stone. 
At each angle grins a mask, full of exjircssion, and connected by festoons of 
flowers ; and from the sides depend delicious garlands of flowmrs, and genii carved 
in relief, terminating in a cord of censers with chains, while the threshold it¬ 
self bears several roses, and is flanked by genii brandishing fly-flaps. In each 
chapel is enthroned a seated Tirthankar, who has occupied for centuries the place 
that before him was occupied by a Buddha. It is in fact proved that even in 
this valley, the most flourishing sanctuary of Buddhism, Jainism reigned supreme 
even in the fourth century. 

In the village itself several interesting monuments are still in existence; 
amongst others a very curious triumphal gate, which seems to me to be a copy 
of the famous gate of Sauchi. It consists of two square pillars, supporting super¬ 
posed architraves, si'parated one from the other by small pilasters; the middle of 
the upper architrave being crowned with a mitre similar to that worn by the 
Vaishnava divinities. 
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On the southern front of tho liill stands another tornplc of great anti(iuity. 
At this point the rock forms an almost perpendicnlar wall, descending to the 
bottom of the valley. The temple itself leans against it, and rests on a terrace of 
Cyclopean structure, over eighty feet in height, whicli Ironts tlie rock like a 
bastion. Here we found an eminently Buddhist work. The general oi-der of its 
architecture, the ai’rangement of its ornaments, and the design of its basso- 
relievos presented a perfect analogy to the Vihara at Gwalior. 'J’hc plan, how¬ 
ever, reminds one of the Jain style. The inner hall is surroun(U^d by columns 
supporting a fine dome of concentric links; and against the wall, towards the 
end, stand a great number of statues of colossal dimensions, tlie largest measuring 
not less tlian seventeen feet in height. All these itlols represent the Tirtliaukars; 
and their presence, as well as their antiquity, affords another proof of the short 
duration of Buddhist snin-emacy. The natives to this day givt; tiiis temple the 
name of Madlmt-IJeo-K(i-lli(di, or the sanctuary of tin* god Madhou, which was 
one of the names applied to Krishna. 

Ai>ril zjlh .—From Gharispore to Bhilsa, we traversed a long tract of fertile 
and well-cultivated land, in which magnificent i)lantations of toliacco and poppies 
were especially conspicuous. At Bhilsa w'c found every one ])re])ared for our 
arrival. In a short time we received a visit at our bungalow from tho Houba, 
the representative of Sciudia, accompanied by the I'aujdar (military commander), 
the Dewan (civil director), and all tins functionaries of his little Court. 'J'lie 
gov,grnor, after presenting the customary dulis, informed me that, in accordance 
with the instructions he had received from Gwalior, he placed himself entirely at 
my disposal. All I asked him was to provide mo with the necessary guides for 
my exploration of the neighbouring ruins; but the Mahratta jurisdiction, it 
seemed, terminated at the Oudghiry hills, and the topes were in the territory of 
her Highness the Begum of Bhopal. Nevertheless the Souba offered to furnish 
me with the necessary guides, and even insisted on adding four soldiers from his 
garrison to my escort. It may be remembered that our troop already formed a 
very respectable contingent; but, fearing to offend the worthy Souba, 1 was 
oldiged to accept his four soldiers. 1 could not tlieu foresee the consisjuences 
that were to ensue from their presence in my camp. 

BhQsa is the chief town of one of the richest districts of Malwa, part of the 
kingdom of Scindia. Under the name of Bliadravati, it was the capital of an 
important state, several centuries before our era. "J’he Hindoo annals mention 
one of its kings, Yavanasva, of the Lunar race, who reigned 1400 years n.c. 
This prince possessed a horse of dazzling whiteness, endowed with wonderful 
faculties, and considered as the palladium of the kingdom. The celestial animal 
was carefully kept on the summit of the inaccessible rock of Loharghur; but, in 
spite of these precautions, the Bandoo'’^ heroes succeeded in carrying him off, and 
sacrificed him.t 

* The five Pantloo, or Pandava, brothern, the hcroee of the Mahabharata. It is believed that they 
flonrishod in the fifteenth century before Christ. 

t The Aswamfidha, or horse-sacrifice, was practised by the first Aryans, and continued to be a custom 
In India until the period of the Mussulman invasion. This sacrifice could oidy be accomplished by a 
supreme king, and thus was a mark of his supremacy over all the other princes of India ; and it may Ihi 
affirmed that the rite was tho cause of the fall of tho Hindoo empire, by the continual rivalries it excited 
among the princes. The epic poem of the Mahabharata contains, in its fourteenth book, the Aswa- 
medhika Parra, a description of tho rites of this sacrifice. 



424 


INDIA. 


Towards the seventh or eighth century, Bhadravati was raised from its ruins 
by a Bhcol chieftain, who surrounded it with walls, and gave it the name of 
Bhilsa. When, in the year 1230, the Emperor Altarash took possession of it, it 
was the seat of a Eajpoot prince of the Chohan clan. It was not, however, 
finally wrested from the Hindoos until the year 1570, under Akbar; and in 
1806 the feeble Mahmoud yielded it up to the Mahrattas. 

The ancient city now consists only of ruins. It is owing to the fanatic zeal 
of Aurungzeb that no ancient monument is now to be found in it. In the 
simple mosque which he caused to be built with the stones of pagan sanctuaries, 
it is V>arely jwssible to discover some fragment of the ancient sculptures, though 
the current story is that tlie foundations of the mosque cover innumerable idols 
which the iconoclast Alumghoer had caused to be buried there. 

The eight or ten thousand souls forming the present population occupy 
beyond the old walls a large suburb of gloomy appearance, whose houses, built of 
jmd, are grouped without regularity along muddy lanes. A tolerably important 
trade, however, is caraicid on there, sustained chielly by the famous opium of 
the distiiet, and a tobacco celebrated throughout Rajasthan for its excellent 
(quality. The only curiosity in Bhilsa is a superb cannon of the time of Jehan- 
ghir, which lies, I know not for what roiison, on the ground of a small square in 
tlie suburb. It is a s])lendid piece of bronze, nineteen feet and a half in length, 
with a bore of ten inches. The bronze is carved over its entire surface with 
raised oriianKuits of a remarkable design, and the trunnion-rests issue from he^ads 
of monsters. 

This gigantic cannon is the pride of the citizens of Bhilsa, and innocently 
contributes to the hoaxing of the traveller. Of those who at rare intervals adopt 
this route, whether oHicers or functionaries on circuit, there is not one who, as 
soon as he airives at the bungalow, does not hasten to inquire about the way to 
visit the famous ruins which Cunningham has made known under the name of 
the lo-ptH of Bhilsa. The lirst native he meets with odors to guide the impatient 
tourist; and, after a (juarter of an hour’s walking among the lanes of the suburb, 
they arrive at the square adorned by the cannon of Jehanghir; when the Indian, 
exhibiting the piece with pride, exclaims, “ This is the tope of Bhilsa,” There¬ 
upon the traveller generally gets angry; but he is in the wrong. Tope in the 
pre.seut dialect means cannon, while the monuments which the Europeans call 
topes are only known by the natives under the name of bihtd.^ The t/ipes, how¬ 
ever, arc situated some miles from Bhilsa, in the territory of Bhopal 

A little to the cast of the town, as I have Ijefore noted, stands the imposing 
mass of the Loharghur, a block of sandskme of great height, whose naked and 
peri»cndicular sides and horizontal summit form an almost perfect cube, resem¬ 
bling some Titan’s monument. The summit is reached by a narrow ascent in a 
very dilapidated state, but nothing is to bo seen there but the drinking-trough of 
the wonderful horse of Yavanasva. As a compensation, however, we enjoyed a 
inaguiticeiit panorama of the valley from tins spot, which has the advantage of 
enabling the arclneologist to form an idea of the resi)ectivo positions of each 
group of monuments he will have to visit. 

The day after my arrival at Bhilsa, I received the Begum’s firmans through 
the medium of the English Agent at the Court of Bhopal, as well as the invita- 

* Bihtii, literally, a heap, or pile, or eminence. 
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tion addressed to me by the princess to come and visit lier capital. Major Wil- 
longhby Osborne had had the kind forethought to add to this package a detailed 
plan of the valley of the topes, accompanied by some directions ; and both plan 
and directions, I thankfully acknowledge, were of the greatest use to me in my 
explorations. Within a short distance of Bhilsa is the site occupied by the ancient 
city of Beesnuggiir, or Vessnagara,'founded by King Jlukinangada in the Dwapoor 
Youk, or age of copper, that is to say, one million three liundrcd thousand years 
ago. The. Indian annals fortunately afford us, besides this fabulous notion, a 
more precise date, which proves that, as early as the third century ac., Becs- 
imggur Was a large and flourishing city. Indeed, during the reign of his father 
Bimbasara, in the year 274 B.C., Asolcji, while proceeding to his seat of goverti- 
ment at Oujein, stopped at Beesnuggur; * where he married the fair Devi, 
daughter of the chief of the municipality, and who must have been the mother of 
Mahendra, who introduced Buddhism into Ceylon. The city extended from the 
confluence of the Betwa and the Besali to the hills of Oudaya Chiry, that is to 
say, a length of about two miles; and over the whole extent the plain still 
exhibits hea]>s of stones and foundations of walls: but no monument worthy of 
interest is to be found there. The confluence of the Betwa and the Besali is 
regarded as a triv'^eni, or place of junction of throe rivers; the third river being 
formed by the rain-water; and a much-frequented fair is still held there, the 
origin of which dates back to the fabulous llukmangada. Here the Betwa flows 
over a bed formed of large slabs of sandstone, of vciry pictures(j[ue appearance, 
while some pretty modern temi)les are gracefully grouped on the promontory 
formed by the two rivers. The Brahmins of these temples possess an ancient 
punvana, which interdicts fishing over a radius of some miles; the fish therefore 
swarm at the entrance to the ghilt; and, when they hear the voice of the priests, 
they may be seen crowding in shoals, and springing out of the water to receive a 
few grains. 

April 2gth. —To the west of Bhilsa, on the left bank of the Betwa, extends 
the little range of the Oudghiry, or Oudaya Ghiry, “ Mountain of the Bising Sun.” 
It is a group composed of white sandstone, about a mile in length, rising gradu¬ 
ally from south to north, where its highest point scarcely exceeds a hundred and 
eighty feet. The rock is horizontally, stratified in thick and corajiact layers; and, 
easy to work in the quarry, it acquires, from contact with the air, a hardness 
which renders it equal to marble. It thus unites all the most favo^jfiable qualities 
for the excavation of subterraneous chambers. 

The eastern slope of the hill forms a sunken curve, in the centre of which airs 
the principal excavations and sculptures; a small pond surrounded by largo trees 
lies close by; and its cool and shady banks afforded an excellent spot for camping. 

I proceeded first to the temple of Sourya, the sun-deity, which is a small 
cubical apartment, hewn in the mass of sandstone ; its sides are twelve feet in 
depth and two and a half in height; its walls are bare, and still show marks of 
the chisel; and a small square niche constructed at the extremity contains a very 
simple altar, where a lingam of Siva has replaced the original idol. The entrance 
opens on to a verandah formed by an overhanging projection of the rock; and 
light pilasters and a few fine sculptures frame the doorway, which is small and 

• The Buddhiit annale also give this city the name of Chaityaghiry, or the Cha'ityaa city, doubtless on 
account of its proximity to the valley of the Topes, or ChaHtyas. 
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rectangular; but the facade has no ornament except a row of empanelled bas- 
reliefs covering the basement of the wall. On the first panel is seen a warrior 
with his hair gathered up, leaning on a round shield; the second bears on it an 
image of the sun-deity holding a sceptre and a wheel; the third represents 
Vishnu triumphing over the buffalo demon, or the struggle between the Aryans 
and the aboriginals. Above these sculptures we read the following inscription: 
“ Completed on the eleventh day of the bright half of the moon of the month 
Stravana, in the ye.ar 82, by the groat King Sanakanika, son of the Maharajah 
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Vishnu Da<ja, grandson of the Maharajah Cliagalika [who was himself] son of the 
supreme monarch, the king of kings, Chandiu Goupta, beloved of the gods.” T his 
important inscription fixes the date of the excavation of the temple at the year 
160 of our, era, and irrefrngably establishes the origin of the caves of Oudghiry. 

To the left of the temjde of Sourya the rock bears a mfignificent sculptured 
group, nine feet in height and eighteen in'length, representing the Varaha Avatar, 
tir the metamorphosis of Vishnu into a wild boar. According to the Hindoo 
legend, the god took tliis form to raise the earth above the waters which covered 
it. This remarkable composition much surpasses, both in execution, modelling. 
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and design, all the later works which are found at Ellora, Ajuiita, and other 
parts of India. The principal figure, Varaha, is nine feet in height; the god, 
firmly planted with one hand on his hip and the other on his thigh, is preparing 
to make the effort by which he is to raise the world. The attitude is well studied. 
The boar’s head is attached to the shoulders like the head of an antique Mino- 
tairr; and to one of the bowed tusks which project from the jaw is suspended a 
small naked woman, exquisitely modelled. Two genii are placed at the feet of 
the god; one is the serpent Atisecha, the other a figure which cannot be recog¬ 
nised from its state of mutilation; while behind him a page holds a parasol. This 
group of statues is almost entirely detaclied from the quickstone in which it has 
been sculptured. The background of the picture is in bas-relief, and represents, 
in its lower part, the sea peopled with monsters, and above it a celestial choir, 
composed of a hundred little musicians, ranged in three rows one above the other, 
with the same symmetrical exactitude as the soldiers in one of Epinal’s pictures. 
The reader will find all these details in the engraving which represents this 
masterpiece of ancient Indian sculpture. 

To the loft of the Varaha Avatar the rock contains several small chambers; 
but we return to inspect the other curiosities of Oudghiry. We first passed 
before a monolith temple, half buried in the ruins, the roof of which is crowned 
by a round stone in the form of a table, about twenty feet in diameter; whence 
a staircase leads to a narrow corridor, along which are ranged a great number of 
expavations and sculptures. One of these latter is a colossal group of Vishnu 
sleeping on the serpent Sechnaga, and carrying Ilrabma on a lotus-flower. 

Passing this staircase, I kept along the foot of the hill, which here forms a 
perpendicular wall, until I reached tlie subterraneous temple of Mahadeva. This 
is the most spacious one on the whole hill. The inner hall occupies a surface of 
about fifty s(piare yards, and is a little more than nine feet in height, and in the 
centre four pillars with indented capitals support the arch of the roof. The 
temple is now dedicated to Siva, or Mahadeva; but an inscription scrawled on a 
pillar by a pilgrim in the year 1036 proves that at that period it was still conse¬ 
crated to Vishnu. This date is of great importance, as it decides the date of tlie 
definitive triumph of the worship of Siva over that of Vishnu. The gate of the 
temple, narrow and low, is surroundeil by a triple frame of pilasters and bas- 
reliefs of remarkable execution; and the frieze bears a very curious bas-relief, of 
workmen manceuvring long levqrs to raise a stone. In front of this gate there 
once stood a portico, whose arch has fallen in, leaving only two graceful columns 
standing. 

Just above the temple of Mahadeva the hill forms a perpendicular escarp¬ 
ment a hundred and eighty feet high; and in the upper part of this wall open 
the ancient cells of the Sramanas, communicating with each other by means of 
giddy pathways. 

In short, the excavations of Oudghiry offer nothing that can be compared to 
the wonders of Karli or Ellora. They might even be passed by unobserved, if 
their incontestable antiquity did not place them among the first types of the 
.subterranean temples of India. On the other hand, the sculptures whi<;h accom¬ 
pany them bear traces of affinity to those of Sanchi, and far suipass other works 
of the same kind. 

After exploring the entire circumference of the hill, and visiting a great 
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number of grottoes, I climbed to the summit, where over the whole surface of the 
plateau I found vestiges of the ancient quarries whence the materials employed 
at Sanchi and lleesnuggur were procured. 

Wliile turning over these stones, I placed my foot on a black cobra, and only 



escaped a mortal wound by a desperate spring. I had barely recovered from this 
sliock when, perccivinj, at a short distance off a large opening in the rock, which 
seemed to me to lead to some ancient quarry, I entered it; but the moment I 
crossed the threshold I heard the cries of my guides warning me of danger. On 
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looking round I was struck with terror, for the ground seemed literally strewed 
with bones and carcases, some dried and others still bleeding. 1 was in the 
dwelling-place of a tiger! Motionless, and convulsively clutcliiiig my gun, 1 
strove to pierce with my eyes the darkness which concealed the farther end of 
the grotto; but, luckily for me, the master of the establishment was absent, and 
I prudently beat a retreat. My reappearance was greeted by the liurrahs of my 
brave companions, who had discreetly kept at a distance, and who urged me to 
leave the place: but before following them I could not help gazing on the 
delicious spot which commanded the entrance to the grotto. At my feet extended 
a narrow valley covered with thickets, in the midst of which wound the Besali, 
now rushing noisily over rocks, now slumbering under the shade of large trees ; 
and before me, one above the other, rose wooded hills as far as Saiichi, whose 
ancient chaitya exhibits its bald crown above the trees. Verily this tiger had 
shown a trae artist’s taste in the choice of his abode. 

On my return to the encampment, the villagers related to me the exploits of 
my lord the tiger, and urged me to rid them of him. But the heat had become 
so overwhelming that I scarcely knew how to contrive to bear the temperature 
of my portable laboratory,—indeed, what will always remain inexplicable to me 
is how, in such a centre, I ever succeeded in preparing the plates with wet 
collodion,—it is impossible to form an idea of the sulfering and fatigue each one 
of the photographs I took at this period of my journey cost me;—that, when 
night came, I only thought of getting to my narrow iron bed, to seek a little rest 
there, leaving to others the honour of purging the country of the monster wlio 
devastated it. 

Nevertheless, on the second day after our arrival, an accident occurred which 
caused me to repent, rather late, of my apathy. Night had already set in, and, 
with the exception of some sentries, all in the camp had fallen asleep, when one 
of our waggoners, pressed by thirst, rose and went to drink at the neighbouring 
pond. Once there, the coolness of tlie water tempting him, he advanced knee 
deep to sprinkle his body with it. The little pond, almost dried up, afforded 
only one spot easy of accos.s, and it was exactly that on which the waggoner 
stood. He had been there several minutes, playing with the water, when he 
fancied he heard a slight noise behind him, but ho continued his amusement 
without heeding it. It was our neighbour the tiger, however, coming, after some 
copious feast, to assuage his thirst at the pool. As the peaceful proprietor of the 
place, he waited some time for the Indian to give him room ; but at last, losing 
patience, and provoked at this want of good breetling, ho approached and, pushing 
the man aside with his paw, began quietly drinking. More dead than alive, the 
waggoner, recognising his terrible companion, remained motionless where he had 
fallen; the friendly stroke of the paw had, in fact, frightfully torn his am; and 
he waited patiently till the tiger had departed to give free vent to his yells. In 
an instant all the camp was astir, and wo soon discovered the luckless waggoner, 
who, still lying in his original position, seemed half stupefied. In the intense 
excitement of the moment Schaumburg and I, springing to our guns, started with 
a few men on the track of the tiger ; but he was too prudent an animal to consent 
to wait for us, after all that uproar. We watched for him the next day at the 
entrance to.bis abode, but with no better success; and as for the waggoner, ho 
recovered after a few day.s’ nursing. 



CHAPTEK XLII. 

SANCHI. 

The BudJliist Toixss, their Origin niid Transformation.—Power and Decline of Buddhism in 
India.—The Monastery of Sanclii.—Tlie Great Chaltya.—The Tdpe of Kasyfipa.—The 
Dacolts j)illage our Camp.—A Village of Hostages.—Justice in the Jungle. 

EFOllE passing on to describe the Buddhist topes of the valley 
of Bhilsa, 1 think it necessary to give some explanations as to 
the nature and origin of these edifices, which have no analogy 
with any of the types known in Europe. 

The name of tope, now universally adopted by arcliasologists 
is a derivative from tbe words tiioupo in the Pali language, and 
sloupa in Sanscrit; both of wliich mean literally a heap, a mound or eminence, a 
tumulus. The tope in reality is only a regularly constructed tumulus, imitating 
the form of a massive hemispheric dome, placed in tbe centre of a circular platform 
of variable height. 

Two kinds of topes are known,—the Chaitya, which is a simple altar dedicated 
to Buddha; and the Daghoba, a funeral monument raised upon the relics of 
Buddha, of his disciides, or of the dignitaries of his Church. Many authors have 
asserted that tbe origin of this species of edifice dated only from the time of 
Sakya-Mouni (543 ii.c.); but it seems to be proved at the present day that, far 
from being posterior to Buddha, this style constitutes one of the most ancient types 
of religious architecture. 

The first monument of which men grouped together in societies could conceive 
was the funeral monument. At first, doubtless, it was the stone rolled on the 
tomb of the hero who, by some useful invention or by some great exploit, had 
raised them above the level of animals; and custom requiring that each one 
should add his pebble or stone, and this pious usage becoming perpetuated from 
generation to generation, the humble mound became a hillock. Such was the 
origin of the tumulus—a rough, shapeless heap, similar to what we find amongst 
all primitive nations, and such as the savage tribes of Asia and America still erect 
before our eyes. Keeping pace with the progressive march of hurndn knowledge, 
the tumulus at length attained to a regular form, and became tdpe among the 
Indians, as it elsewhere became caim or pyramid. Then by degrees, tradition 
getting dim, the primitive hero took his place among the demi-gods; and his 
tomb was transformed into an altar and an idol. This idolatry, however, preserved 
all its original simplicity, the people coming at certain periods and decking the 
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tflpe with drapery and garlands, and invoking the saint’s name while they made 
processions around its base. These ceremonies were regulated hy no definite 
ritual; no priest presided over them; and in process o( time the llrahmins, 
absorbed in their metaphysical controversies, abiindoned the practice of tliis 
antique worship to tlie people. Sakya, desiring to win over tlie inferior classe.s 
to himself, comprehended all the advantage of uniting him,self with the ]»opular 
superstitions. He encouraged these customs, and, incorporating them, in his 
doctrines, recognised as primeval Buddhists the saints venerated by the people. 
When preaching to the people of Vaisali, he personally exhorted them “ to keep 
up, to respect, and to revere the chaityas, and to m.'ike offerings to them as in the 
past;” and elsewhere, discoursing with Ananda, his favourite disciple, he says, 
“ The tlmipo is raised to the manes of the Chaki-avarta kings at the crossway of 
four high roads; ” which further proves to us that the tope was already an 
attribute of royalty. Lastly, in his final conversation, he repeats to Ananda “ that 
it is meritorious to raise i/witpos on the relics of the saints,” adding that “ those who 
should come and pray beside the tOpcs raised to his memory should be born again 
in heaven.” The worship of tdpes, thus blended with Buddhism, became one of 
its distinctive signs. On the death of Sakya, ten great cities of Magadha disputed 
the possession of his relics, for the purpose of placing them in topes ; and soon his 
monuments were spread over the wliolc of India. 

Until this period none of the existing religions of India had raised any 
monuments, the very nature of their doctrines forbidding it: but the adoption of 
tOpesby the Buddhists demonstrated to all of them the importance of thi.s external 
feature of religious worship. l'’rom that day religious architecture was created ; 
and we shall see in what manner the op]>oneuts of Buddhism contrived to profit 
by the typo which xvas offered them. 

The first topes, before and after .Sakya, were perfect hemispliercs. Thus, in 
the Mahawanso,"' we find the King Dutthagamini (it.o. 160) inquiring of his 
architect what form he intends giving to a Chaitya. The architeet, taking a little 
water in his hand, throws it on tlie liquid contained in a golden goblet, and, pointing 
to a hemispheric bubble of air floating for an instant on the surface, says, “ 1 will 
give it that form.” 

From the second century before Christ the primitive hemisphere was elevated 
on a circular basement, but slightly raised. This, some centuries later, reached a 
height equal to the radius of its circumference, and attained, in the sixth century, 
the dimensions of its diameter. At this latter period the tope had the form of a 
cylindrical tower, crowned by a hemispheric skull-cap. These successive changes 
may serve to establish at a glance the approximate date of the erection of any of 
these monuments. The first tOpes were generally surmounted by a square altar 
(ft), bearing an open parasol, the ancient emblem -of sovereign power. After the 
death of Sakya, his disciples, desirous of exalting him above his apocryphal 
predecessors, placed three parasols on his Daghobas instead of one; the first 
representing the kingdom of heaven, the second the dominion of the world, mid 
the third the triumph of the spirit freed from matter. These parasols, of 
stone, were at first placed side by side; later on they were superposed, and this 
rendered it necessary to consolidate their pavilions with light pilasters, which 
formed a delicate tower of several storeys; and finally they were content w'ith 
• “ Mahawanso,” BuddhiHt annaln of Ceylon. Tiimer’s Tranalation. 
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representing them by a massive cone, the links of which alone recalled the ever- 
increasing number of superposed parasols, Such was the origin of the primitive 
spire, which was the starting-point of that remarkable style of architecture of 
whicli the Kheorut Khoumbh of Chittore, and the minaret of Koutub at Delhi, 
represent the highest degree of perfection. While the Brahmins servilely imitated 
the tApe in its latest transformation, converting it into a heavy and massive type 
of edifitfc well represented by the temples of Orissa, the Jains, with more graceful 
intelligence, created the ellipsoidal tower which still so perfectly characterises the 
architecture of India; and they arrived at this result by grouping several cylindrical 
topes in clusters. 

But it was not in India alone that the tApe furnished the basis of religious 
architecture. It was destined to become the prototype of all the monuments of 
the e-xtreme West, of tlie Malay islands, of Mongolia and Thibet, up to the borders 
of China, and even as far as Japan. While in India, however, the hemisphere 
rose and was transformed into a tower, beyond the Ganges it was lowered so far 
as to disappear totally, and to be replaced by its ti, or spire, transformed in its 
turn into the gigantic cone which characterises the monuments of Indo-China and 
Thibet. 

After this raj)id account of the origin and transformations of tApes, I probably 
should speak of the religion itself which had made them its symbol; but the 
dogmas and history of Buddhism have already been explained by mo more than 
once. I may add, however, that in my opinion the time has not yet come when 
we can judge with perfect impartiality of the doctrine of Sakya-Mouni. Before 
condemning it, it should be disentangled from the obscurities which still envelop 
it. As yet we have no evidence in support of the famous theory of annihilation 
which has been so much dwelt upon, and with which he has been specially 
reproached. It seems to me impossible that he who first in all the world raised 
his voice to procliiim the complete equality of all men, and to urge the love of 
their fellow-creatures, patience, and humility, should have liad no nobler aim to 
propose to humanity. What is beyond doubt is that Buddhism, a religion jture 
in its origin, became rapidly corrupted. Seeking only iiiHuence and success, its 
priests burdened it with all the .superstitions which fell in their way, and which 
they found it better pdicy to attach to themselves than to oppose. 

Another enigma still remains to be solved, and that is the cause of the 
disappeanince of Buddhism in the very country where it originated. The triumph 
of the doctrine of Buddha was never complete in India, because it came in contact, 
on its first appearance, with anciently established religions which had taken deep 
root in the country. Under the reign of Asoka, it was able to attain a high 
degi-ee of splendour; but its fall was already foreshadowed. It had owed its 
sucoess to its humility; and its power was its destruction. The clergy became 
over-powerful, devouring the soil, and causing kings to tremble; equality became 
an empty word. Its adversaries therefore leagued themselves together. The 
Brahmins and Jains made every possible concession to the people. They absorbed 
primitive fetishes, exalted the lowest passions, and created new divinities; and 
then, calling to their aid the warlike races of the desert, with one simultaneous 
effort they overthrew the stately edifice of Buddhism. 

In the eighth century some sects still existed ; but three centuries later, hated' 
by the Jains, and despised by the people, they disappeared in a final cataclysm, 
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on which history is silent, but whose ruins, disinterred from the bowels of the 
earth, still reveal to us at the present day its frightful liorrors. 

* *,* * * * 

Sanchi was the seat of one of the principal Buddhist establishments in India 
from the time of Sakya. The first Pali annals give it the name of Cliaityaghiri, 
or Mountain of the Chaityas; whence we may infer that it already possessed, 
before the coming of Buddha, some popular tope which had procured foi- it this 
appellation. About the year 400 n.c., the community of vSiinchi had become 
sufficiently powerful to give rise to the seventh Buddhist schism, known under 
the name of the schism of ('hetiya. In the fifth century of our erii, the tdiinese 
Pa-Hian visited Sanchi, and mentions it briefly. At this period the country was 
in the possession of King Vaishnava of Sanakanika, whose capital rose at the very 
foot of the sacred hill. A century later, the Jains drove the Buddhists from 
Sanchi, and occupied the monastery—a fact which e.xiJains why the Chinese 
Hiouen-Thsang, who travelled over all this part of India, makes no mention of so 
famous a spot. It is not known at what period the hill was comi>letely 
abandoned; but this desertion must in any case date back many centuries, for 
the present inhabitants have not preserved any tradition connected with the 
existence of the monastery itself: but it is probable that, in tlie midst of tlie 
crisis of the tenth century, the valley w’as invaded by the Bheels of Malwa, and 
returned to its state of barbarism. Yet, after all, it is impossible to account for 
tho miraculous chance which caused the inonumeuts of Sanchi to escape the fuiy 
of the victorious Brahmins and the vandalism of the Mussulmans. In 1822, 
some Englishmen, travelling over the country, discovered them, and shamefully 
pillaged them on the plea of arclueology. 

On the morning of the 2nd May we removed our camp from Oudghiry to 
Sanchi, where we settle<l ourselves near the village, under the sliade of the remains 
of a sacred grove, which surround a large pond now dry, with stone sides and 
broad stairs, dating from the Buddhist period. A beautiful smooth tuif extended 
from our tents to the foot of the sacred hill, whicdi presents a perpendicular face 
covered with a cloak of verdure; and on alow bare ridge abutting against thjs 
rampart lie the few miserable hovels of modern Sanchi, which is forced to join 
itself to the hamlet of Kanakhera in order to form a village. 

The hill of Sanchi, which is situated on the left bank of the Betwa, is isolated 
from the small chain of the Sonari, and is comimscd of a red sandstotie of hard 
and compact substance. The western slope forms a very gentle declivity, termin¬ 
ating at a certain height in four tiers of plateaux, separated from each other by a 
wall of rocks. The last plateau is three hundred feet above the level of the plain, 
and commands the eastern slope, which forms an almost j)crpcndicular escarpment. 
The principal Buddhist edifices cover the two upper plateaux. 

Immediately upon my arrival, I lost no time in climbing the little goat-path 
leading to the village on the summit of tho hill; and, crossing a denuded plateau 
at the corner of which stands a small temple, I reached the foot of a staircase 
guarded by two colossal statues; and there 1 found myself in the presence of "the 
Great T6pe. 

How- can I describe the impression produced by this stately mass, rising 
proudly in the midst of temples and colonnades, with its gigantic enclosure and 
sculptured portals ? All is grand here, all mysterious; the eye recognises no 
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outline with which it is familiar; and the mind becomes confused in view of 
these mighty memorials of times which hardly reveal themselves to us from 
behind their veils of legends. A rapid description will enable the reader 
to appreciate the importance of the sight I had the good fortune to con¬ 
template. 

The Great Tope is a hemispheric dome, about ninety feet in diameter, placed 
on a cylindrical basement fifteen feet in height, with a projection of nearly four 
feet round the base. This projection, wliich forms a circular terrace reached by a 
flight of steps with double balusters, was used for the perambulations of the 
laithful who came to strew flowers or lay olferings on the tope. The mass of the 
t6pe is composed of large-sized bricks arranged in regular layers; and the exterior 
casing is of slabs of white sandstone, two feet in thickness. 

The sorry archieologists of 1822 effected on the southern side a deep breach, 
which gives a perfect insight into its construction ; and by means of this breach 
it is easy to reach the summit of the dome, which is level like a terrace. It was 
formerly surmounted by a beautiful altar, which was also de.stroyed by these 
miscliievous antiquarians. Among the fragments which lie on the summit are to 

be found portions of the two 
superjioscd parasols which sur¬ 
mounted the altar. Tliese para¬ 
sols were stone discs, six feet 
in diameter; and the altar 
itself was surrounded by a 
massive lluddhist balustrade. 

The different excavations 
made in the interior of the 
tope have not brought to light 
any relic; whence we must 
conclude that it was a Ohaitya 
dedicated to the Adi-Buddha, 
or Creative Spirit. From the form of the tope, and its interior appearance, 
the Chaitya must date from the sixth century n.c., perhaps even before 
the time of Sakya. As for the outer , casing of stone, it dates only from the 
reign of Asoka (260-222 n.c.); at which period also we must fix the erection 
of the Cyclopean cxdonnade which encircles the Chaitya, imparting to it one of 
its grandest characteristics. This colonnade, which fonns a slightly elliptical 
enclosure, leaving a cloister nine feet in width round the basement of the tope, 
belongs to a peculiar style, characteristic of the primitive architecture of India, 
to which Cunningham has given the name of “ Buddhist railing.” They are 
monoliths with cut sides, nine feet in height, and six and a half inches in thick¬ 
ness. They are connected together by three bars placed one above the pther, and 
support a heading composed of massive architraves, rounded at the summit. All 
these pieces are simply fitted one in the other like parts of a framework; and 
it Is evident that the whole is merely a copy of an open-worked fencing. 

This colonnade, erected during the reign of Asoka, affords us a striking 
instance of tic- great movement instigated by that prince in favour of Buddhism. 
Public subscriptions were opened in the principal cities to collect the necessary 
funds for the decoration of the Chaitya of Sanchi; and wealthy private indivi- 
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duals, municipalities, and communities hastened to contribute thereto. As an 
acknowledgment of these gifts, and to perpetuate their remembrance, the monks 
inscribed the names of the contributors on the stones of the colonnade itself; 
and it was the number of these inscriptions, in which wc always find repeated the 
word "Datum, ” (signifying “gift of”), which enabled James Prinsep to reconstruct 
the ancient Pali alphabet, the tradition of which had been entirely lost. 

Among the embellishments dating from the same period I must montibu the 
four statues of Buddha jJaced in the interior of the enclosure .so as to face the 
four entrances, which are situated according to the cardinal points; and also the 
two magnificent Iflts which stand to the north and south of the tope. 

Like the tope, the Idt or latti * is one of the earliest types of monument 
conceived by men. At first it was the simple post, or dead trunk, planted in the 
earth to mark a boundary, or to recall some glorious or tragic event; and the 
post was succeeded by the stone, raised as we find it everywliere on the whole 
surface of the old world, and lastly by the column. It is under this latter form 
that we find the lat used by the Aryans. The column, a cylindrical monolith, 
was always erected separately, and served to inscribe the edicts of the sovereign, 
the dogmas of religion, or the records of a reign. It was only at a much later 
period that they thought of utilising them and increasing their number to support 
an arch, even if this were ever done in India, for it is a curious fact that the 
architects of the country have always preferred to this ancient column type 
the bow square pillar which they had copied from the roughly squared beams of 
their huts. 

The Lions’ Lat, at Sanchi, is a magnificent specimen of this style. It was a 
(iylindrical shaft, polished, and without a pedestal, measuring about thirty feet; 
surmounted by a cupola-shaped capiUil, three feet in height; above which a 
circular plinth, encircled by sacred ducks in relief, served as a pedestal for four 
lions seated back to back. These animals may be considered as rivalling the 
masterpieces of Grecian statuary; Cunningham indeed asserts his belief that they 
are the work of Grecian artists, sent to the court of Asoka liy I’tolemy I’hiladel- 
phus II. The total height of the Kit, including the lions, was thirty-seven feet. 
It now lies broken in several fragments beside the southern gate. 

The northern Mt had the same dimensions, but rested upon a square pedestal, 
and bore a life-size statue of the Emperor Asoka. I’he shaft, with the excejition 
of the basement, has been carried away by the jreasants, for whom it provided 
the materials for their sugar-mills ; the capital and the statue surmounting it still 
lie on the ground. 

Under the reign of Satakarni, third king of Magadha, of the Andhra dynasty 
(f 9~37 of the Christian era), a new religious movement came to add to the 
embellishments of Sanchi. Four ornamental gates were erected before the 
entrances of the colonnade of the great Chaitya. These marvellous triumphal 
arches, admirably sculptured, and covered with delicate bas-reliefs, fonn at the 
present day the most intere.sting portion of the ruins of Sanchi; and ;t may.be 
said, without exaggeration, that since then Asiatic art has produced nothing to be 
compared with them. 

The design of these gates is of the extremest simplicity. The ba.sement, 
formed by two vertical monoliths, supports a third monolith, placed horizontally; 

* Liturally, a staff or jssst. 
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anil aliovc this architrave two small pilasters, placed on a line with tlie lower 
])illars, support a second horizontal monolith. The same aiTangemcnt is repeated 
witli a third architrave, wliich forms the licading of the gate. The different pieces 
comjiosing each gate are simply fitted in like carpenters’ work, by means of tenons 
and mortises. Tliis shows that the architect chose his model from a monument 
in wood. He probably copied the light constructions erected during the festivals, 
on wliich garlands and lamps were suspended. 

The gates of Sanchi are the only specimens of this style which we find in 
India; but, if the Jain architects have aliandoned this original system, it has 
followed lUiddhism in all its peregrinations, firmly taking root by its side. M. 
Humbert tells us that in .Tapan the torU are the s|)ecial characteristics of all the 
]tlac(!s dedicated to religious worshij); and it will be sufficient for the reader to 
glance at the engravings which repi'csent these Japanese toris, to recognise that 
they owe their origin to the gates of Sanchi. The same observation applies to 
the (Ihinese triumphal arches. 

It now remains for us to speak of the bas-reliefs which decorate the gates. 
'Jhese bas-reliefs cover the four sitles of the pillars and architraves. They repre¬ 
sent the ])rineipal scenes in the life of Buddha, religious ceremonies, processions 
or royal corti'ges, sieges and battles; and a series of more unpretending but 
doubly jirecious pictures reproduce the interiors of palaces, apartments with their 
iurniture, and kitchens with their accessories, and, finally, dances and gymnastic 
exei’cises. A detailed description of them, for which unfortunately 1 cannot find 
room, would of itself form a complete picture of the history and lile of the Indian 
jieople during the centuries which preceded the birth of Christ. These bas-reliefs 
unite a wonderful execution to gi-eat elegance of design; and they are all the more 
itistinguished from everything else that Asiatic art has j^roduced, because the 
artist has limited himself to jiortiuying what he had before his eyes simply and 
delicately, without being compelled to Iiave recourse to mythology for those 
exaggerated forms or attributes which, after his time, were destined to become the 
basis of Hindoo sculpture. 

'Jhe capitals of the pillars arc composed of groups of statues highly em¬ 
bossed. These groups are varied at each gate. At the northern and eastern 
gates they are composed of elephants in their harness, their riders bearing 
fioatiug bannei’s; at the southern gate, recumbent lions; and at the western, 
dwarfs, stamliug li.ick to back, and supporting the architrave with their hands. 
The extremities of the architraves are rounded in a close volute, bearing a statue 
oi a w'ingcii lion or an elephant. The projection formed hy the first architrave 
on each side of the gate is upheld by a design of incomparable elegance; it is a 
half-naked dancer, holding herself suspended by the arms to the branches of a 
tree. This statue measures three feet. The body, fore part of the figure, and all 
the details are admirably carved; the physiognomy has all the marks of the 
1 uranian type—the flattened nose, the eyes drawn in at the corners, and the 
face w’idef than long; and the head-dress, carefully represented, rivals the most 
eccentric masterpieces in this style. Small pilasters form a frame to statues of 
cavaliers, which fill up the intervals betw'een the architraves. Finally, on the 
summit of the gate are ranged the emblems of Buddha and of Dharma, six feet 
in height. Ihe emblem of Buddha, a wheel carried by four elephants, occupies 
the centre; and on either side stand two chaori (fly-flap) bearers, life-size. 
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Dharma, or concrete Nature, the second person in tlie Buddhist Trinity, is 
represented by an embiein, of which I give a sketch; its basis Iteing a nionogrnin 
formed by uniting together the six I‘ali letters which distiuguisli the several 
powers of Nature. * 

This emblematic monogram has been sujtposed to bear a striking analogy to 
the Greek and Egyptian emblems, such as the caducous, &c.; l)ut, without 
desiring to approach this sultjecl of discussion, I will point out another aurious 
coincidence, which may serve to elucidate some obscure details of the revolution 
which overthrew Indian Buddhism. One of the most venerated sanctuaries in 
India is the temple of Juggernaut, which stands on the verge of Orissa. In this 
temple is exposed a statue of similar form, which is an object of adoration to the 
Hindoos of all sects; and, strange to say, this idol, which represents Kiishim, is 
none other than an emblem of the Buddhist Dharma, almost precisely identical 
with that of Sanchi. Thus we have here a positive ju'oof of the subterfuge 
employed by the Brahmins to entice the i)eople to them. They ])reserved the 




Buddhist idols, and made Buddha a simple incarnation of Vishnu. The tradition 
of the present day asserts that the bones of Krishna are still preserved in this 
idol of Juggernaut; and moreover, during the feasts of which it is the object, the 
distinction of castes is temporarily abolisjied; and these two facts, so opposed to 
the principles of Brahminism, prove that the idol and the festival of Juggernaut 
are very clearly of Buddhist origin. 

Of the four gates of Sanchi, that at the northern side is the only one which 
afforded us all these details in an almost perfect state of preservation. The 
eastern gate is less complete; and as for those on the southern and western sides, 
which were pulled down through the malice of the villagers, they exhibit no 
more than a picturesque heap of ruins. 

Thus the’ Chaitya of Sanchi represents, down to the present day, the succes¬ 
sive work of the six centuries immediately preceding Christ. It occupies the 
centre of a little plateau, levelled and rectified by buttresses in masonry. One 
of the great sides of this court rests upon the escarpment of the upper layer ; the 
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three others form a terrace, and overlook the foot of the hill; and several temples 
and tdpcs decorate its angles. Those tApes are all of small dimensions, and belong 
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to the Daghoba style. One of them, situated at the north-east angle, contained 
the relics of Sanpoutra and Mangdalayana, the two most illustrious disciples of 
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Sakya-Mouni; and its date was as early as the fifth century U-c. It liad an 
enclosure with portals similar to that of the Chaitya; but it is now greatly 
dilapidated; in fact, it has preserved only one of its gates. The temples, which 



are merely small chapels accessible by elegant porticos and containing beautiful 
statues of Buddha, are comparatively modem, belonging to the fourth or fifth 
century. 

On the south-eastern side of the Chaitya stands a picturesque ruin, half hidden 
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by a thick cloak of creepers; a double row of square monoliths, twenty feet high, 
and still supporting some fragments of an arch. These pillars are the remains of 
a Buddhist nave, which terminated in a semicircular apsis which is still definable ; 
and it is the only existing specimen of a Chaitya temple built of materials brought 
to the spot. All those wdiich have survived to the present day belong to the sub¬ 
terranean style, such, for example, as the magnificent naves of Karli and Ajunta. 

On* the eastern side of the court rises a little plateau, surrounded by a teiTace 
of masonry work. This is the highest jioint of tlie liill, which the buildings of the 
great monastery entirely covered. The fa^-ades ranged along the sides of a vast 
courtyard are still visible, and the cloisters and doors of the cells may even be 
distinguished aniong.st the heaps of rubbish. 

The Buddhist monks had made an admiralde choice for their place of retreat. 
'The courtyard of the monastery itself commanded a superb panorama ; on the east 

their view extejided over the whole 
valley of the Betwa from the vast 
lake of Blloj(^ to the walls of the 
great Bessnagara ; and on the west 
they saw at their feet all the glories 
of the sacred hill, from the great 
(Jhaitya to the tope of Kasyapa. 
On the eastern aide of this court¬ 
yard still stands a fine tenijde, 
enclosed between two wings of colls ; 
the sculptures of which present a 
striking analogy with those of the 
temple of Madhou at Gharispore aud 
of the Vihara at Gwalior. It dates 
from the sixth ceuturj', and was 
probably erected by the Jains at the 
l)eriod when they took possession of 

Ilt'IJDHIWT I’USEllAL UKN KKOM THE t6i'K OK tllC hill. 

Turning back, I crossed the court 
of the (J baity a, and descended a stair¬ 
case hewn in the rock, which brought me to a third plateau. This one was far more 
extensive than the two 1 had already visited, but it was covered with an almost 
impenetrable thicket which rendered it difficult to explore. However, it possesses 
only souii: small and much-ruined topes and a few small viharas. On the banks 
of a dry pond 1 observed a great number of diminutive topes,—stone posts, from 
two to throe feet in height, generally bearing small figures of Buddha, which the 
faithful came and placed as votive offerings round about the sacred spot. Some 
of these are decorated with strange sculptures, aud they are to be seen by hundreds 
on the hill. Among the curiosities of this plateau I ouglit not to omit a monolith, 
which lies on a little hillock by the side of the road leading from the great Chaitya 
to the tope of Kasyapa. It is a stone vase, rather over three feet in height; and, 
according to the account of the Chinese traveller Fa-Hian* (399 B.C.), in it was 
preserved the branch of a fig-tree which Buddha had planted in the earth after 
having broken it off wdth his teeth. 

* “ Fo-Kive-Ki.’’ Laidlaw’s Translation. 
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Another staircase leads from the fourth plateau, whicli forms the first layer of 
the hill; and liere is found, in the midst of other unimportant ruins, the tope of 
Kasyapa. It is eaisy to see at a f^lance that tins tojie is posterior to the great 
Chaitya; its dome, thirty-six feet in diameter, lias a cylindrical jilinth fif three 
feet; and its circular basement forms a projection of six fiict of ecpial height. 
'J’he base is surrounded by a lUiddliist (solonnade with four entrances without 
portals; and the pillars, instead of being smooth, arc ornamented wildi bas-reliefs 
and medallions. The excavations made by Cunningham in this tdjie, led to the 
discovery of antique \irns, containing relics of Kasyapa and niiu! other great 
dignitaries of the third Synod ; and the inscriptions upon these urns refer the 
building of the tope to the year 220 before our era. 

liound the foot of the hill are still to be found numerous ruins, jxmds, 
temples, hUs, &c. 

The group of Sanchi thus gives us two tdjies of first-rate dimensions, besides 
twelve of smaller size, a Chaitya temple, three monasteries, and a considerable 
number of chapels and statues. 

In spite of the constantly increasing heat, and the danger to our health from 
any further irrolongation of our stay in the jungle, 1 would not leave Sanchi 
without having minutely taken some of the dimensions of its monuments, and 
executed a series of photographs of them. This laliour employed me for eight 
days: and I passed nearly all this time in my laboratory, installed near the great 
Cltaitya, from which 1 . issued half sufl'oeated to find my.self struck by the terrible 
rays of the sun at its zenith. Once 1 was interrupted in my work by a panther, 
who came and carried oif one of my dogs in broad daylight, and within twenty 
paces of my laboratory: but I liad tlu; pleasure of killing him the next day, at 
the very foot of the tope of Kasyajia. 

The heat, the deleterious miasmata of the jungles, and the wild boasts were 
not destined, however, to be our most formidable enemies. Up to this time I had 
passed through India in the most comjdete secui’ity. I ought scarcely to have 
mentioned our little skirmish with tire liheels, and the ridiculous attack uixin us at 
Kishengurh. Thanks to the precautions which 1 had never omitted, and the 
formidable escorts which acconqianied me, I could consider myself .safe against all 
surprise: but Sanchi reserved a cruel disillusion for me on this point. 

The barbarous state of the country, and the want of civilitj' in the inhabitants, 
had caused me to use double vigilance since we had been encamjied near the hill. 
When evening came, 1 myself placed the sentinels about our tents, caused fires to 
be lighted, and rose several times during the night to asceiiain the state of the 
camp. The village of Sanchi-Kanakhera furnished me, according to custom, with 
a guard of ten or twelve chowkeydars, which was renewijd every evening. These 
men, who were chosen from among the heads of families, were authorised to 
repulse any nocturnal aggression- that might be made upon the camp; and they 
served as hostages given by the village, which is responsible in case of robbery for 
the losses sustained by the travellers. 

On the evening of the 6th, having made my usual rounds, I retired to re.st, 
after placing my chronometer and its chain in a heavy steel box of English make, 
which I pushed under my bod, not going to sleep, however, without first verifyivig 
the state of my rifle and revolvers, which were within reach. Towards midnight 
a slight noise awakened me; but, as nothing seemed to be moving .either in the 



442 


INDIA. 


tent or outside, I dozed olf again. An hour later I was startled out of my sleep 
hy a Jioise apparently proceeding from the bead of my bed. I sprang to my arms, 
Iiiit the tent, lighted by a small lamp, presented nothing unusual. I then went out 
witJi uiy gun, took a turn round tJie camp, and returned to my little bed, laughing 
at my own fears. As soon as it was daylight 1 had the chowkeydars summoned, 
and tJiey assured me they had remarked notJiiiig extraordinary during the night. 
Quite reassured, I made my preparations to go as usual to my laboratory, when I 
soon discovered that a box containing stereotype plates was missing, and at the 
same time ascertained the disappearance of tlie steel box. Forthwith all my 
servants in great excitement set about searching in the neighbourhood of the 
camp; and after an hour’s hunting they brought me back the box broken open by 
blows from a pickaxe, and bereft of its contents. This was a heavy loss to me. 
Besides a valuable watch and a thousand rupees in silver, it contained a very fine 
collection of diamonds and jewels presented to me by various rajahs; and, more¬ 
over, bills of exchange on the bankers at Bhopal bn a very large amount I found 
myself completely ])hindcred. 

I sent word in haste to the Bhopal magistrate of the district, who arrived 
the same day at Sanchi, with a strong escort of scribes and gendarmes. His first 
act was to put the chowkeydars in irons, and to seize all the population of the two 
harulets, men, women, and chihlren. The.sc unfoitnnate people were all penned 
into an enclosure of stakes and cords to await their examination. The next day 
an express sent from Bhopal informed me that the (.Tovernmeut of the Begum 
declared itself resi»otisible for the crime, and would indemnify me for my losses. 

A judge from the capital came to preside at the court. The villagers 
were examined one after another, but detiied all participation in the robbery. At 
last a poor child, eight years old, frightened at the terrible whip of the sepoys, 
pointed out four of our chowkeydars as the guilty partie.s. These wretched men, 
when brought before the tribunal, allowed themselves to Iw lacerated by the whip 
ratlier than confess; nevertheless, the proofs were overwhelming. One of them 
had been placed by me at the very spot where the thief had effected an entrance 
iiito the tent by cutting the canvas with his knife, while another had been seen 
Ity one of my servants during the night on the spot wliere the strong box had 
been found; but nothing could wrest a confession from him. 

Some days afterwards the bills of exchange, of the value of which the thieves 
were ignorant, were found near the village; and the Begum’s Government in¬ 
demnified me for my lo.ss; but nothing could replace for me the memorials to 
which 1 atUiched so great a value. 
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FROM SANCHJ TO BHOPAL. 

Sagacity of an Elephant.—Pipli.n-Bijoli.—The Topes of Bhojepore.—Andher.—The Tdpes of 
Sonari.—Satdhara.—The Horses of Sahapore.—Legend of Shakasiniu.—Bhopal.—The Moti 
Bungalow. 

0 finish our exploration of the valley of Bhilsa, we had still 
to visit the ruins of four Buddhist settlements—Bhojepore, 
Andher, Sonari, and Siltdhara; and the two first compelled us 
to go out of our way about twenty-five miles towai’ds the east. 

On the 9th of May we left Sanchi, and, recrossing the 
Betwa, followed the right bank. I’he village of Piplia-Bijoli, 
whereat we were to encamp, is hidden behind the mountains which bound the 
valjey on the east, round the base of which a passable road conducting to it 
winds; but our Gound guide thought proper to shorten the distance by making 
us cross the neck of the mountain. Our brave Itewah elephant quickly climbed 
the tolerably gentle slopes overlooking the valley, but on the summit the dried 
jungle was so thick that it became almost impossible to advance. Venting 
curses on our guide, wo with great difliculty reached the opposite side of the 
plateau, where wo found ourselves facing a precipice the sides of which descend 
almost perpendicularly for about fifty feet. A path, scarcely practicable for 
pedestrians, over the difi'erent windings of the rock, presented itself to us. It 
seemed utterly impossible that an elei)hant should venture on this mere goat- 
walk ; the mahout, however, assured us that his animal would accomplish it. I 
was of opinion that the elephant should be allowed to attempt the task alone, but 
from the tone in which the mahout said to me, “ Do not fear. Sahib! ” it would 
have been ridiculous for me to let the two Indians who followed us suppose that 
I had less courage than this man, who was compelled to remain at his post. 
After a thousand admonitions shouted at him by his driver, the elej^hant com¬ 
menced his perilous descent. To see with what care he balanced his body! To 
observe the dexterity with which he put his four feet together on blocks scarcely 
large enough to hold them! The only sign of agitfition he exhibited was a 
slight tremor which agitated his whole body. The rock, of reddish sandstone, 
projected huge masses suspended over the abyss, on which we were compelled to 
step; an(} before venturing on these blocks, the elephant convinwd himself 
whether they were capable of bearing him by weighing on them with his fore 
legs repeatedly, without, however, risking the equilibrium of the rest of his body, 
which was thrown backwards. We were only a few feet above the bottom when 
the mahout, impatient at these delays, raised his pike to strike the elephant; 
and at the same instant the enormous stone over which he was nrging him. 
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yielding to the repeated efforts of the intelligent beast, got detached, and rolled 
down with a crash. A moment more and we should all have perished in a 
friglitful fall: tlie wonderful sagacity of our elephant had saved our lives. 
Airived at the bottom of the descent, 1 gazed at tlie rampart of stone which rose 
behind us; assuredly the sun must have made us lose our wits for us to have 
risked our lives so madly. These fifty or sixty feet had taken us forty minutes 
in the >descent; and we found our people at Tiplia, already installed, and very 
uneasy at the delay. 

The ruins of the ancient Buddhist settlement of Bhojepore cover the summit 
of the hill directly above the village of I’iplia. This hill presents nearly the 
s.'imc arrangement as that of Sanchi, forming a gigantic staircase composed of 
four steps of even surface, and with vertical facings leading to a perfectly level 
plateau ; the latter covered with the foundations of walls, some feet in height, 
which scarcely pjirmit one to di.stinguish the traces of the ancient constructions. 
In the midst of these heaps of ruins stands a curious group of masonry; stone 
walls sloping visibly backwards, like a broken piece of a pyramid, tlie angles 
being flanked liy square towers embediled in the mass. The facades have an 
extent of ninety feet, and are twenty-four in height. A staircase penetrating 
the wall leads to the summit; wliere, on one of the sides, rises a sculptured 
frontal, near which lies a remarkable statue of Buddha. At a flrst glance it 
might be sujiposed that this massive terrace had served as a ba.sement to the 
temple, the ruins of which are visible; but one has only to examine ^he 
sculptures and the inscription which ornaments the foot of the statue to see that 
they date only from the sixth centairy, while the terrace appears contemporaneous 
with the tdjies which surround it, and which arc traced back to the third 
century imj. In addition to this, a little farther on, stands a similar construction 
without any trace ol a temple on its summit. In their present state, it is diffi¬ 
cult to understand the meaning of these enormous masses of stone, which are to 
be found among all the Buddhist settlements of the valley. May they not have 
been simple ))latforms where the pontiffs of Buddha assembled during the 
festivals, and whence, surrounded by their congregations, they addressed the 
people, and exhibited the sacred relics to them ? 

The plateau has six more topes; of which the most important rises in the 
centre of a square court suri-ounded with walls; the dome, about fifty feet in 
diameter, resting on a cylindrical i>linth of four feet, and standing in the midst 
of n circular terrace live feet high. Another, placed in an adjoining court, 
measures tliirty feet in height. Cunningham found in it several funeral urns, 
unfortunately without inscriidions, and in one of these a charming model of a 
tdj)(! in rock-crystal. 

On the three lower steps may be counted thirty-fonr more tdpes, all in the 
Daghoba style; but none of them afford traces of sculptures or colonnades. 

From Biplia-Bijoli, I made an excursion to the Andher group, situated three 
miles towards the east on the summit of steep peaks. This group consists only 
of three topes, of which the largest is about forty-eight feet in diameter at the base 
of the hemisphere, and mu.st measure twenty-four feet in height; suiTounded by a 
Buddhist colonnade six feet high, decorated with medallions and tine bas-reliefs. 
These tdpes have supjdied an interesting collection of funeral urns, containing 
relics of the juo,st celebrated propagators of Buddhism in the time of Asoka, 
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•which enables us to fix the date of their erection at the third century before the 
Christian era. One of the Aiidher urns bears a short inscriptitm traced in ink; 
•which must be the most ancient inscription of the kind we are in ])ossession of. 

On tlie iith we passed over again to tlie left bank of tlie Ikdwa, and 
encamped near tlie village of Sonari. This village is backed pictnres<[uely by a 
hill covered with forests; and the valley, which is very narrow, exhibits line 
plaptations of mango and date trees. The name of Sonari is only a corn>i)tion of 
Souvarnari, or the “golden wlieel.” It is probable that, in the time of the 
Buddhist dominion, the town which occu]>ied the same site pus.ses.scd a hit, sur¬ 
mounted by the wheel, the emblem of Buddha, such as we find many si)ecimens 
of on the bas-reliefs of Saiichi. 

The topes are situated at three-iiuarters of a mile’s distance from the village, 
on the borders of a wild ravine abounding in sjirings. There are eight of them, 
all in the Daghoba style, and of hemisjdicric form. The principal one is a 
massive dome, forty-eight feet in diameter, with a cylindrical idinth of three feet, 
and a circular terrace six feet high ; the base surrounded by a Buddhist colonnade 
of six feet, of which only a few pillars remain; and among the ruins are to bo 
seen several of those mysterious constructions familiarised to us at Bhojepore. 
The relics and inscriptions found at Sonari trace the creation of this establish¬ 
ment to the third century n.c. 

Three miles to the north of the villagi! is found the grouii of Siltdliara, com¬ 
posed of six Daghoba td])es, and one Chaitya to])e; the latter, however, now only 
a shapeless mound half hidden under a hiyer of earth and brn.shwood. It was 
almost ccpial to the great Chaitya of Sanchi, and must have measured a luuidrcd 
and twenty feet in diameter at the base, and more than forty-eight Icet in height; 
and 1)11 its summit are still to he found fragments of the altar ami colonnade 
which crowned it. Tlie site of this establislnnent is one of the most pii;turesque 
in the valley of Bhilsa, the topes being ranged on the bonlers of a precipice 
beneath which flows the Besali. 

On the 14th, after eighteen days devoted to exploring the different groiqis of 
ruins in the valley of Bhilsa, we began our mandi towards Bhopal, from which 
we were now only some eighteen miles distant. It was time for us to think of 
reaching our quarters for the monsoon : the jungle fever raged in our cam]); and 
our men did not conceal their weariness of this journey of more than five months. 

Our road inclined towarils the south-west, and led us in a diagonal line across 
the little valleys watered by the tributaries of the Betwa. The country had a 
wild and desolate appearance, the low jungles and the forests depriving it of all 
trace of culture. Here and there we came across some miserable villages, chiefly 
peopled by Clounds. 

Half-way on the road to Bhopal, near a miserable hamlet, a little enclosure 
was jxiinted out to me, in which were contained about forty statues arranged in a 
circle. These statues, in red sandstone, represented horsemen; and the horses were 
covered with richly sculptured saddlo-cloth.s. Unfortunately most of the busts of 
the horsemen were shattered, and, what is a singular fact, no traces of. them remain. 
The few peasants on the spot could give me no information about these statues; 
but I could not help being struck by their resemblance to the equestrian statues 
which the Scythians, and after them the Tartars, raised on their tombs: but 
how can we explain the presence of a Tartar necropolis in the heart .of India ? 
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One of the Bhopalcse gendarmes of our escort gave me some explanations on 
this point. It seems that the legendary genius of these wild valleys is a hero of 
the name of Shakasiam, a true knight-errant, a great redresser of wrongs and pro¬ 
tector of the weak. The ]>easants depict him as a man of high stature, cased in 
iron and armed with a long lance; who at night gallops over mountains and 
valleys, mounted on a steed as black as ebony: and woe to the evil-doer he may 
m(iet on his way, for ho infallibly pierces him with his lance. The following, 
however, is the legend most popularly received: “ A poor farmer, who had visited 
the neighbouring town to sell his corn, was returning home with the fruit of his 
labours. Nigbt was drawing on, and ho was already trembling at having to 
venture alone into the forest, when a soldier, who had followed him, came up and 
ju'oposed to escort him. The peasant refused at first, ]:)ointing out to the soldier 
that, being armed, he might, when once in the forest, murder and rob him. 
‘ May Shakasiam stand between us! ’ exclaimed the soldier, raising his hand. 
This invocation calmed the pre.sentiments of the farmer, and they both journeyed 
on in company. But scarcely were they in the fore.st, before the ruffian, springing 
on the pefisant, threw him down on the ground, and took his purse from him. 
'J’hen, jeering at the unfortunate man, who reproached him with his perfidy, he 
said to liim, ‘ Where then is thy Shakasiam ? why dost thou not call him to thy 
aid ? ’ No sooner had be uttered these words, than the gallop of a horse echoed 
through the canopy of the forest, and the soldier tried to escape; but the lance of 
the horseman had already jiierced hhn through. I’he farmer, prostrate on the 
earth, raised his eyes, but Shakasiam had disappeareil, and the ruttian lay gasping 
out his last breath beside the purse.” 

It is probable that this legend had its origin in the unknown persons who 
erected the circle of horses. In any case, it has a tone of chivalrous poetry very 
rarely found in the legends of the Indian people. 

After four hours’ march, the hills got lower, and we is.sued upon a line 
j)lateau, distinguishing at the same time on the horizon the picturesque outlines 
of Bhopal. The city spreads itself in the form of an amphitheatre, on the declivity 
of a bill, the foot of which is bathed by a fine lake surrounded by a circle of 
large trees. Looking down upon the red-roofed houses and groups of palace 
terraces, two gigantic minarets shoot proudly upwards?, like two. arms raised 
towards heiiven ; and here and there bulb-shaped domes may be seen rising, sur¬ 
mounted by the golden crescent which characterises the mosques; but no pagoda’s 
8])iro, no pagan temple, pollutes the 2»‘ond Mussulman city, one of the last 
bulwarks of Islam in Hindo.stan. 

On ai)]>roaching the city, the country assumed a smiling appearance; fine 
vegetable cultivations and va.st gardens surrounding elegant palaces foimed a cool 
zone of verdure extending to the ramparts of the city; and at the first toll-house 
we found the moonshcc, Hussein Khan, the queen’s secretary, who was appointed 
to receive us. Without allowing us to enter the city, he made us cross the 
suburb of Jehangheerabad, and so conducted us to a charming habitation, whose 
name, Moti Bungalow, reminded us of Baroda. It is an elegant pavilion, 
surrounded by a fine garden, and situated on the banks of the lake on the ojipo- 
sitc side to the city; and its interior is arranged and furnished in the European 
fashion. The moonshee did the honours of the place, and begged us in the name 
of the Begum to consider this lesidence as our own during the period of our stay. 
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N tlie day following that of our arrival at Bhopal wc were 
admitted to a private audience of her Highness the Begum 
Secunder. An equipage from the Court came to fetch us from 
tlie Moti Bungalow, and took us to tlie palace, which is situated 
at the extreme end of the town, at the foot of the citadel. Tlie 
grand vizier and the dewan received us at the entrance; and we 
ascendeA the great staircase and entered the great hall of the durbar, where the 
queen awaited us. Bising at our approach, she advanced towards us, and, 
courteously shaking hands with us, invited us to seat ourselves beside her on 
the divan. 

The Begum is a woman of about fifty years of age. Her thin face, lighted 
up by a pair of intelligent eyes, expresses such a singular amount of energy that 
one must be aware of it beforehand in order to realise the fact that a woman is 
before you. The costume itself aids the illusion; tight-fitting pantaloons, an 
embroidered jacket, and a poniard at the belt, have, as a whole, anything but a 
feminine appearance. Her gestures and manners still less remind one of her 
sex; on the contrary, they reveal the sovereign and the autocrat accustomed to 
find eveiything yield to his all-powerful will; but I must add at once that tliis 
majestic haughtiness lasted for only a few moments, and soon gave way to a 
gracious and winning affability. 

It may be said that the Begum Secunder is, in every ro,spect, one of the most 
remarkable types that India has furnished us with in this century'. Daughter of 
the last Nawab, on attaining her majority, she established her claim to the vacant 
throne; but the English, interfering, as usual, in all the disputes about succession, 
gave tlieir preference to her husband, Jehanghir. At his deatii she imposed 
herself as regent, in the name of Shah Jehan, her daughter, who was still a 
minor; and, rejecting as absurd the Mussulman rules of the I’urdah, which 
condemned her to govern only from behind a curtiiin, she presented herself to 
the people with imcovered face, dressed in the costume of the princes, and 
proudly seated on her horse. From that moment she iinnly grasped the reins 
of the state, and set to work to concentrate in herself alone all the responsibility 
and all the power which Asiatic customs yield only to the ministers. After 
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liaving skilfully, and without any rupture, put aside the troublesome intervention 
of the English, and (jonciliatcd the goodwill of her rivals, she undertook the work 
of reform she had so long meditated. IJy dint of economy, she succeeded in 
])aying olf in ten years a debt eighty lacs,* and raised the revenues of the 
Crown from twelve to tliirty lacs. The country, through her care, soon became 
covered with roads of comimmication, and the dykes, to wliich it owes its fertility, 
were restored or repaired ; she then reorganised her small army, instituted a new 
judicial system, and created a poli(;e. TJie indin'erence of her predecessora had 
allowcsd the best land to pass 1)y degrees into the hands of the feudal nobility. 
Using as a pretext the exactions ]>er]ietruted by tlie barons, she constituted herself 
the defender of tlie j)easant, and lesumed her light of high justice; and in a few 
years her legal confiscations reunited tlie greater jiart of the alienated property to 
the Crown. During tlie space of ten years she worked twelve hours a day, and 
displayed an administrative ability which the English themselves termed wonder¬ 
ful. She superintended in person tlie execution of her orders, travelling over 
all the provinces of her kingdom on horseback, living in her tent, and going into 
tlie midst of her population to seek for the infoniiation she required. 

The revolt of 1857 interrupted her in the midst of her labours. Her position 
was full of peril—finding herself, as she did, jilaced in the heart of the revolted 
countries, with tlie most brilliant offers made to her in order to win her over to 
tlie cause of the insurrection. Without hesitation, liowever, .she placed herself by 
the side of England, rejuessed the seeds of revolt which Iiad begun to manifest 
themselves in her very jialace, and, as.senibling her litlle army, marched in person 
to the aid of the English. 'J'liis .skilful jiolicy gained her a considerable increase 
of territory, besides numerous marks of esteem which Queen Victoria and the 
Eritish Government were jileased to lavish ujion her; and in 1859 her daughter, 
having attained her majoiity, abdicated in her favour, when she became by right, 
as well as in fact, the true sovereign of Ehopal. 

Her work of reorganisation was completed, but .she wi.shed to go still further. 
Attacking the ancient jirejudices, she forbade the commerce in slaves and the 
institution of eunuchs, and estalilished .schools and orjihanages in every centre of 
the jiopulatioii; and, having thus brought lier small territory out of its obscurity, 
she has succeeded in placing it in the first rank among the kingdoms of Kajasthan, 
by giving it an unusual political importance, and, at the same time, an internal 
prosjierity which even the countries governed by the English might envy. 

The States of Ehojial extend over a surface of 6764 square miles, and 
contain a jiojuilation of alxiut 670,000 inhabitants. They partly cover the 
tablelands bordering the noi-thern lianks of the Nerbudda, and jmrtly stretch 
over the lieautiful and fertile ]ilain.s of Eastern Malwa. 

'J’he foundation of the Mussulman kingdom of Ifhopal dates only from the 
seventeenth century. In tlie reign of the Emperor Anrungzeb, Dost Mohammed, 
of Affghan origin, was sent as govenior to Malwa and the provinces of the 
Nerbudda. On the deatli of the emperor, following the example of the principal 
Mogul satraps, he declared himself independent, and succeeded, by means of a 
series of odious crimes, in taking ])ossession of ])art of the country which had 
remained in the hands of the Hindoos; and he transported his capital from 
Islamabad to Bhopal, which, since the time of Bhoje, had sunk to the rank of a 

* Tlifc liic of nipecs in e<|vial to £lo,ooo. 
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small town. He caused great works to be executed, strengthened or replaced 
the dykes which partly envelop the liill with a belt of lakes, and surrounding it 
with an enclosure, that extended to and was connected with a citadel placed on 
the height, converted it into one of the strongest military posts in India. It 
was then that he assumed the title of Nawab, which his successors have since 
borna 

In 1813 the little State was nearly swept away by the Maliratta wliirlwind, 
and was only saved by the energy of the vizier Molianuned, cousin of the reigning 
prince. Bhopal, invested by a powerful army of 50,000 men, resisted during 
nine months with a garrison which did not exceed 10,000 men. The city, closely 
blockaded, meanwhile was a prey to aU the horrors of famine. 'J’he iidiabitants 
soon had no other nourishment than dygs and horses, to which they added the 
bitter-tasted seeds of the nims, which grew in abundance alojig the rampaits. 
At last the vizier had only two hundred available men remaining, and a scanty 
quantity of ammunition, when the Mahrattas, imjtatient of the resistance oH'ered 
them by tlie place, which they had reckoned on taking without any difllculty, 
raised the siege. The vizier judged witli some reason tliat, having .saved the 
State, he deserved to retain tlie management of it. He tlnsrefore deposed his 
cousin and assumed the title of Nawab, which thus ])assed to the younger 
branch. 

lu 1816 he left the throne to his son, Nuzzer Moliammed, who distinguished 
himself by Ids brilliant qualities, but was acciilentally killed by his nephew, 
after a reign of two years. Tlie only daughter of Nuzzer, the present Begum, 
was at the time only a few months old; the regency was therelbre divided between 
the prince’s widow and a Christian minister of Trench origin, to whom I shall 
refer presently. 

Our first interview with the Begum lasted seveiul hours, during which she 
related with much enthusiasm her own histoiy .and that ol' her ancestors, as I have 
just briefly sketched them. Then, without pausing, she made me undergo a long 
examination on the Indian States which 1 had visited, on the customs of their 
Courts and their policy; plying me with I'resh (picstions almost before I had had 
time to reply to the last. She next apologised I'or not being able to introduce us 
to her daughter, Shah Jehan, whom her husband kept shut up in the harem, and 
compelled to a strict observance of the rules of the Purdah; which gave the 
Begum an opportunity for declaring these customs to be absurd and ridiculous. 
To make amends for this, however, she sent for her granddaughter. Sultana 
Jehan, a lovely child of eight, w’ho ran forward to embrace and salute us in the 
European fashion. 

The Begum did not allow us to depart until 1 had explained to her what 
were my plans for the rainy season; whetlier I intended wintering at Bhopal as 
I had done at Jeypore, and in such case how long I thought of staying; and 
when I declared my intention, should she permit it, of profiting by the bad season 
to pass some months at her Court, she desired to settle at once what we should 
do during that period. It was decided that we should reside at the Moti 
Bungalow, and that during all the time of our stay we should consider ourselves 
as the Begum’s guests. At length the servants brought the ewers; the queen 
herself sprinkled us with rose-water, and we retired enchanted as well as 
astonished by our first interview. 
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The next day Hussein Khan, the queen’s secretary, came to instal us 
definitely at the Moti Bunj^alow. The apartments were newly furnished, and 
a numerous establishment of servants and a special guard were placed at our 
disposal, besides several horses, two carriages, and an elephant. 

The same day I sent back to Kewah the escort and the elephant which the 
Maharajah had given us. 



HEU HlllHVKSiS TllK UKOUM BKt'l'NDEK. 


The charming residence allotted to us by the Begum, is situated at the end of 
the suburb of Jehaugheerabad, from which it is separated by beautiful gardens 
planted with large trees, which encircle it with verdure. To the south and east 
the view extends over a barren and desolate valley, strewed with stones and 
brushwood, and a long chain of bare mountain ridges with rounded outlines. The 
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landscape towards the west forms a delicious contrast to this gloomy spectacle; 
and tlie blue and limpid waters of a fine lake spread like a splendid mirror, in 
which the mountains and the long line of forts and gardens which ornament its 
banks are reflected. This lake entirely covers the eastern front of the city, while 
only a road passing along the high dyke which confines its waters serves to con¬ 
nect it with the suburb of Jehangheerabad. The city itself is built in the form 
of an amphitheatre, on the eastern slope of a rocky hill. Thick walls, crowned 
with battlements and flanked by towers, but without either moats or banks, form 
an enclosure about two miles in circuit; and access is had to the interior by 
numerous gates, all having a peculiar stamp, with their elegant pointed arch, their 
Attic guard-house, and their towers. 

The entrance to the city is formally interdicted to strangers, even to Europeans, 
who can only enter with a permission from the queen ; but it is scarcely necessary 
to add that these orders did not affect us, who were the guests of her Highness. 
On the contrary, whenever we approached the gate, mounted on our elephant, the 
guard turned out to render us military honours. 

1 have already said that the present city is of modern construction; therefore 
it can hardly be exflected that any very important monuments should be found in 
it. , It is very irregularly built; yet its miiTow and crooked streets, lined with 
high houses with their verandahs of carved wood and numerous .small towers 
})iorced with narrow windows, all blackened by age and smoke, present a most 
picturesque (mi,p-(V(eil. 

Each district has its mosque, which sometimes is merely a little paved yard, 
with a plain wall containing the sacred niche, and sometimes, on the contrary, 
is an imposing edifice of grand proportions surmounted Ijy elegant minarets. 

The Cathedral Mosque, or Jummah Musjid, staiuls in the centre of the city. 
It is placed on the summit of a massive terrace of red samlstone, surmotinted by 
arcades and colonnades, to which access is had by superb stone staircases. The 
mosque itself is a fine edifice, built in a simple style, and crowned by an enormous 
dome of bulbous form, flanked by two smaller domes; and at each corj|er of the 
fa^ude, tower two octagon minarets, surmounted by a light cupola. 

The approaches to the Jummah Musjid constitute the most interesting part 
of the capital. It is there that the jewellers’ shops, the mercers’, the pastrycooks’, 
the armourers’, and the cafds are assembled; and a noisy and picturesque crowd 
fills these narrow streets from morning till night. The half-naked Gound, with 
his hatchet on his shoulder, elbows the austere Moulvi with his long white beard 
and carefully, ananged garments. There may bo seen the Brahmins, shining 
with grease; the loquacious Banyans; the fierce and ragged Purdesees; fine 
young men from Persia or Affghanistan; and Beloochees, with tlieir red-brick 
faces, and tawny hair waving like a lion’s matie. In the midst of all this crowd, 
the Bhopalese may be recognised by his graceful deportment and delicately cut 
features framed by a silky beard. He wears the usual Mussulman costume— 
the embroidered toque, or the turban placed on one side, the close-fitting tunic 
and pantaloons, the yellow slippers embroidered with spangles; carries his sabre 
in an effeminate manner, wrapped in a muslin shawl, and exhales as he passes 
the perfume of rose-water and sandal-wood, with which his flowing hair is always 
impregnated. , 

Our elephant can scarcely open a way through this crowd, in spite of the 
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warning noise of the heavy brass bell which shakes at his side at every step he 
takes. At length escaping from all this noise, we found ourselves in a dark 
street shut in between the lofty fu(,!ades of the nobles’ palaces. Here all is 
silent; no lounger is seen; and on the stone benches near the doorways lie 
sleeping armed men in strange accoutrements, in which the steel gauntlet and 
the morion oddly clash with the carbine, the rifle, and large horse-pistols. At 
the end of this street a few turnings brought us in front of the Moti Musjid 
(Mo.sque of I’earls), which the Begum is having built. This edifice gives some 
notion of whnt Indians are still cajiable of doing—even now, after so many 
centuri(!.s of decay. 

The Moti Musjid would be cuusidemd a grand mojiunieut for any period and 
in any country. 'J’lie h.asement is a magnificent terrace, measuring about one 
hundred and eighty feet in length, ninety in width, and thirty-six in height; 
and on one of its sitles a flight of forty steps, extending the whole length of the 
fagade, leads to a monumental doorway ojMjning \ipon the court which forms the 
summit of the terrace, and which is sun-ounded by colonnaded cloisters intersected 
by graceful |iavilions which join the facade of the mosque. This latter, wdiich is 
still incomphde, will he surmount(Hl by three domes, one of which will be of 
gigantic diimnisions and flaidvcd by minarets of great height The fa«;ade as well 
as the domes are to he encased in wliite marble. 

Behind the Moti Mu.sjid extend tlie vast buildings of the queen’s palace. The 
principal struidure overlooks a large square, and is perforated by arcades,of a 
rather graceful style. 

('ontinuing to ascend the hill on which the town Ls built, wo reached the 
citadel of Futteligurli, which crowns its summit, and the Irastions of whicli 
command a very fine view of the city and the lake which extends towards the 
south. This lake, called Bhopal Tal, covers a much more considerable surface 
than the lake of Jehangheerah|id. It mea.sures about fonr and a half miles in 
length, and a tnile and a half i 4 breadth, mid washes the base of the lofty moun¬ 
tains bei^een which it is tionfined. Its creation is attributed to a certain Bho 
Bal, a minister of the celehrated King Bhojc, who reigned in the sixth century. 
It is fed iiy the waters of the Besali, which are confined by a cyclopean dam; 
and its overflow snp))lies the lake of Jehangheerabad. 

Our visit to the city ended, we returned to the Moti Bungalow by the wretched 
suburbs crowded together beyond the ramparts to the north. 

During the first days of our stay at the Moti Bungalow we received visits 
from the principal personages of the Court, wlio came to make their salaams to 
us, hringing us presents of fruits and sweetmeats; and one day when I was 
surrounded in this way hy a numerous company, smoking the hookah and sipping 
sherbet, great was my astonishment on hearing my bearer, who officiated as 
chouhdar, announce with a loud voice, “Badri Sahib!’’* The next moment I 
saw a young man enter the room, w'eariug the costume of a Catholic priest. All 
the company rose (for Mussulmans always show the greatest resjrect for the habit 
of our clergy), and J advanced towards the priest, who, to my great surprise, 
immediately addres.sed me in rreiich. What a surprise!—a Frenchman at 
Bhopal! When every one was seated the priest said to me, “ On hearing of 
your arrival I should have hastened to come and see you, for it is long since I 

* “ My l(ird the priest.” 
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had the pleasure of meeting with follow-countrymen, hut I was compelled to 
delay my visit for a reason you will easily understand. I reside here in the 
capacity of chaplain to Madame Elizabeth de Bourbon, a Christian princess who 
holds the first place in the kingdom after the Begum. This lady greatly hoped 
that you would have gone to see her soon after your arrival, and she waited for 
you impatiently. Being only her servant, I was myself obliged to defer my visit 
until she shoiild herself authorise me to seek you. To-day 1 am sent by -her to 
tell you that she will expect you at her palace to-morrow, at whatever hour you 
may choose to appoint.” 

I listened to the priest 
while he spoke, but with¬ 
out being able to believe 
my ears. My wanderings 
had doubtless been fruit¬ 
ful of many unexjtected 
events, but to arrive at 
Bhopal and find a French 
priest chaplain to a Chris¬ 
tian princess, and to hear 
that this princess was the 
most important personage 
in Uie kingdom, and bore 
the name of Bourbon,— 
this seemed to me to verge 
on the fabulous, and I 
looked at the worthy ec¬ 
clesiastic, asking myself 
whether there were not 
some mystification under 
it all. However, at last 
I agreed to accept the in¬ 
vitation of the mysterious 
princess, and he left us to 
carry the news to her. 

When he was gone, I 
questioned the Bhopale.se 
nobles who were present, 
and they confirmed the 
words of the priest. The 
princess numbered now some sixty-six summeis; she was called Bourbon Sirdar, 
or Princess Bourbon. It was also true that she was very rich, possessed 
important fiefs, and held high rank among the great vassals of the C»own. 
My curiosity was greatly excited, and the next morning I mounted the 
elephant, accompanied by Schaumburg, and proceeded to the residence of'the 
princess. 

We stopped at a palace of modest appearance, but of vast dimensions, and 
were received by a number of armed domestics, who, after having assisted us to 
dismount from our elephant, conducted ns to a large saloon on the first floor, 
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where the Bourbon Sirdar awaited us. The prinoess came forward to meet us, 
and warmly pressed our hands. I was at once struck by her type, which is 
eminently European, and by the clear yellow tint of her skin. Could it be that 
J .saw a countrywoman before me ? And by what strange concatenation of 
circumstances did she occupy so high a position in Bhopal ? After undergoing 
tlio usual interrogatories, which the pi'lncess did not spare me, I questioned her 
in niy .turn, and elicited from her the most singular details as to the origin of her 
family. 

The following, according to the account given me by the prince.ss and the 
testimony of the celebrated General Malcolm, is the history of this French family 
transplanted to India. 

During the reign of the gi'cat Akbfir, towards the year 1557 or 1559, a 
European named Jean de Bourbon arrived at the court of Delhi. He described 
himself as a Frenchman, and claimed descent from one of the noblest families of 
that country. He related that, having been made prisoner by some Turkish 
])irates while on a voyage accompanied by his ])reeeptor, he had been carried 
captive into Egypt. This event occurred in 1541, at which period he was fifteen 
years old. Once in Egypt, the young man by his pleasing (pialities won the 
favour of the sovereign, who made him join his army; and, in a war with the 
Abyssinians, he was again taken prisoner. His character of Christian, his 
intelligence and education, soon earned a certain position for him in the country; 
and he was enabled, by means of some pretext, to reach the shores of India in, one 
of those Abys.sinian vessels which at that time kej»t up a constant correspondence 
with the west coast. Having landeil at Broach, and heard high praises of the 
si»lendour of the court of the Great Mogul, he deserted the Abyssinian fleet, and 
went to Agrsi. 

The Emperor Akbar, U) whom the young European related his history, was 
taken with his graceful manners and intelligent appearance, and offered him an 
appointment in his army; and soon afterwards, he created him master of the 
artillery. ]>oaded with honours and riches, the Prince Jean de Bourbon died at 
Agra, leaving two sons, the fruit of his m.arriage with a Georgian slave in the 
palace; and the eldest of these two sons, Alexander de Bourbon, or Secunder 
Bourbon, became the favourite of the Emperor Jchanghir, who granted him the 
hereditary oH'ice of Governor of the Palace of the Begums, besides the important 
fief of Sirgurh. 

The Bourbons retained their position at the court of Delhi until the invasion 
of India by Nadir Shah. The last governor of the palace was Faradi Bourbon ; 
whose son Salvador abandoned the service of the Padishahs, and retired to his fief 
of Sirgurh in Malwa, where he assumed the title of nawab, or sovereign prince; 
and in 1794 his successor, Bhoba Bourbon, known under the name of Nawab 
Mussuah Kagou Khan, was dethroned by a French adventurer in the service of 
Scindia. This Frenchman, who, by a strange coincidence of destiny, overthrew 
the throne of the Indian Bourbons almost at the moment of the fall of their French 
namesakes, was that Captain Fantome whose descendants 1 had met with at the 
Court of Bhurtpore. 

Shortly after the loss of his principality, Bhoba Bourbon was assassinated at 
the Court of the Bajah of Narwar, and his son, Enayet Mussuah, or Chohar 
Bourbon, took refuge with his clan at the Court of the reigning prince of Bhopal. 
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Vizir Mohammed gave him the command of the citadel, and granted him a 
considerable hereditary fief as a reward for liis services. 

In 1816 Balthazar de Bourbon, surnamed Shalizahad Mussuah, or the Christian 
prince, became first minister of the States of Bhopal; and two years later the 
accidental death of the sovereign gave him the regency of the kingdom. It was 
to him that this little country owes the imi)etus which caused it to attain in a 
few years a remarkable degree of prosperity. Seeing it threatened on all sides by 
the Mahrattas, Balthazar was one of the fu’st to oiler hi.s alliance to the English. 
General Malcolm was tlien campaigning in Malwa, and was not a little astonished 
to receive propositions of alliance from an Indian prince styling himself a 
representative of the Bourbons of France. In his celebrated work on Central 
India, Malcolm dwells at length on this singular meeting, and ])aints to us in the 
most flattering colours the superior intelligence and splendid countenance of the 
Christian prince. Balthazar died in 1830, leaving all his titles and rights to 
his widow Elizabeth de Bourbon, surnamed tlie Doohin Sircar, and to his nephew 
Bonaventure Bourbon, or Bourbon Mussuah. 

The descendants of Jean de Bourlx)!! form at the present day a clan of about 
four hundred families, three hundred of whicli are settled in the kingdom of 
Bhppal, and acknowledge Madame Elizateth as their suzerain. They bear the 
name of Frantcis, a corruption of the word Frenchman, and have remained firmly 
loyal to their Christian faith. 

»I cannot describe my astonishment and surprise on hearing this account, 
which the princess gave me. 1 then recollected the incident of the Durbar 
at Agra, where 1 had fancied I heard the name of Bourbon pronounced 
amongst the names of the princes and nobles assembled on the occasion; and 
I learned that the Doolan Sircar had accompanied the Begum, her suzerain, to this 
ceremony. 

The worthy missionary who was present at our interview assured me that an 
escutcheon, bearing the fleur-de-lis roughly painted on it, which had belonged to 
Jean de Bourbon, was preserved in the family treasury. He added besides that 
Jean had represented himself at the Covirt of Akbar ns lx)rd of Barri and Mergurh, 
and that these names might very possibly be a simple corruption of the French 
words Bern and Mercouir. 

To those whom it may interest I leave the task of decitling whether this Jean 
de Bourbon belonged to the French family of the Bourbons, whether he was some 
illegitimate son of the famous Constable who lived about that time, or whether he 
was only an impostor. But even in the latter case he could not have the epithet 
“ common ” applied to him, for it must have been a man of high descent and rare 
talents who could thus raise himself to so distinguished a position at tlie Court of 
Akbar, which was at that time perhaps the most brilliant and the most civilised 
in the world; and it is still more surprising to see the descendants of this man 
maintain themselves to the present day in a rank scarcely inferior to royalty, 
while at the same time they remained faithfully attached to the name, customs, 
and religion of their ancestors. 

To return to our interview. The Doolftn Sircar, after all these explanations, 
expressed her delight at seeing in us her fellow-countrymen, and made us promise 
to keep up a frequent intercourse with her palace during our stay. 

We arrived at Bhopal during the Mohimnn. This festival, whjeh J have 
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already descril>ed to rny readers iu the early chapters of this narrative, is cele¬ 
brated in honour of the first day of the Mxissulman year. We knew that the 
Shiite Mahometans made it the occasion for noisy ceremonies, in which the 
martyrs, Ali and Hussein, assassinated by Omar, are glorified. I did not, there- 
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fore, expect to find a repetition of these ceremonies at Bhopal, where the Mussul¬ 
man population belongs to the Suniite sect, and holds the Shiite heretics and their 
superstitions in abhorrence; and yet 1 never saw the Mohurum celebrated in 
any place with greater pomp. 
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Por several days the lieights commanding the town presented a most curious 
sight; there the festival of the Mohurum was held. Hundreds of stalls were 
erected on the slopes of the citadel; and in the evening the crowds were chiefly 
collected on the spot where numbers of acrobats were performing eccentric exer¬ 
cises. In the midst of tliis crowd I could indulge myself freely in studying the 
people of Bhoj)al. The mass of the population was eminently Hindoo, the men 
wearing the dress of thick white linen which dislinguislics the country people; 
and the women, the bodice opening on the abdomen, and the large plaited petti¬ 
coat falling to the knees. Nearly all the Mussulmans seemed to belong to a 
superior class; they could be recognised by their handsome tunics, embroidered 
in gold and silver, their elegant toques of spangled muslin, their valuable arms 
ostentatiously displayed, and especially by the grave and haughty air with w'hich 
they made their way through the crowd. No Mussulman woman was to be seen ; 
but, on the other hand, troops of bayaderes, draped in dazzling silks and covered 
with jewels, filled the avenues of the fair, trailing behind them their long j)anta- 
loons, like court mantles, and followed by a regular train of musicians and bullies 
armed with long rapiers ; while a vast number of young men, dressed in female 
costume, rivalled the dancing-girls in their finery, and overwhelmed the i^assers- 
by .with jests and puns. This strange mns<iueradc reminded me of what I had 
already witnessed elsewhere, ami it is probable that the Indian Mussulmans have 
borrowed this custom from the Hindoos. In contrast with this gay and brilliant 
crowd, I remarked groups of religious mendicants of a frightfully sinister descri])- 
tion. They were the jogees, who, completely naked, and with flowing hair, walked 
about uttering crie.s, and executing a species of daim Macabre. In the miilst of 
their contortions, tliey brandished long sharp-pointed poignards, of a jteculiar form, 
and ornamented with small steel chains; and occasionally one of these fanatics 
plunged his poigiiiird into his body, chiefly near the breast, ribs, artns, and thighs, 
and only ceased his stabs when, to calm his seeming ftuy, the loungers wlu^ 
surrounded him had thrown him a sufficient quantity of cop])er8. These wretched 
men, streaming with blood, wer-e hideous to look uiwjii, and I could not understand 
how they could inflict such wounds upon themseh'es without danger to their 
lives; but Hussein Khan, who accompanied mo, jiointed out that the weapon he 
struck himself with was fashioned in such a manner as only to cause wounds of 
little consequence, the l)lade being excessively ))ointed, and perfectly conical. 
“ Besides,” he said, “ those people take good care, to strike themselves only in 
parts where there is little danger, and the wounds arc nearly always skin-deep 
only.” 

A little farther on, keeping at a respectful distance, I remarked a group of 
half-naked Gounds, who gazed upon all this tumult, and glittering of silks and 
jewels, with large scared eyes. At the end of the sjiace occupied by the fair, a 
caravan of Beloochees had established themselves with their small low tents of 
brown woollen material, and their large, thickly coated camels. They Iwought 
with them to the fair dried fruits, apricots, figs, and apjdes, strung in long 
chaplets, of so tempting an appearance that the Bhopalese eagerly purchased 
them. The fifth day of the festival marks the close of the Mohurum, and the 
crowd transfers itself to the banks of the great'lake, which, as if by enchantment, 
becomes covered with stalls and tents. Each one present religiously brings a 
tabout, a little temple made of paper and tinsel, representing the tomb of the 
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martyrs, and proceeds to throw it with loud cries on the Waters of the lake, 
which soon appears strewn all over with these little domes floating on the 
surface. 

Towards evening the grand jirocession of the tabouts, also called here tazeeas. 
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takes place. Some of these are real edifices, measuring twenty feet in height, 
and are careied across the city by elephants. The cortege is formed on the 
square before the palace, and descends the great street of the bazaar surrounded 
by crowds of people in a state of the greatest excitement, carrying banners, pikes. 
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and censers. Cries of “ Din! Din I ” (religion), “ Hussein! Hussein! Ala! Ha 
Doula I ” echo without ceasing; and now and again the report of guns or of 
petards bursting adds to the deafening uproar, la front of the cort(5gc walks a 
richly dressed man, who personates the husband of Fatima, the prophet’s 
daughter. He advances staggering, supported by other fanatics, foaming at the 
mouth, and seemingly a prey to an attack of epilep.sy. Night sets in, and 
thousands of torches with their red light add to the fantastic characten-of the 
scene. Above this shouting crowd, like one of those infernal sarabands imagined 
by Les Callot, one seems to see the higli towers of the tazeeas suspended in the 
air like mystic temples, glittering with gold and tinsel, and borne with grave 
and solemn step by the elephants, who look like living pedestals, half lost in the 
shade. The procession halts on the borders of the lake, and everything subsides 
into darkness and silence. 

Some days after the Mohurum, we left IJhopal to go to Sehore, where the 
Fhiglish ambassador resides, having received an inviUition to pa.ss some days with 
him; and, the Begum having kindly placed a travelling-caniage and relays of 
horses at our service, we were enabled to perform the distance of twenty-two 
miles, which separates Sehore from the capital, in a few hours. 

1 have already mentioned that Bhopal is situated on the borders of Gound- 
wana and Malwa. We had scarcely left the city, going in a western direction, 
before the landscape suddenly changed its aspect. The wild and barren valleys 
of l,he lands of the (founds gave place to magnificent jdains extending to the 
very limits of the horizon without i)rescnting the slightest irregularity of surface. 
The vegetation also changed its character; the fields were covered with millet, 
rice, and poppies, while here and there rose clusters of dwarf date-trees, sole 
representatives of that magnificent family of palm-trees with wdiich the interior 
of India is so poorly endowed, in spite of the contrary opinion M’hich still prevails 
in Europe. 

Sehore is a small insignificant town which, after having been during several 
years one of the principal English stations in Malwa, had to be abandoned on 
account of its extraordinarily unhealthy climate. Situated in a hollow, and over- 
mn by several currents of water, which give excessive vigour to its vegetation, 
it is devastated by fevers of a pernicious nature. 

The residence of the English Agent is situated at a short distance from the 
town, in the centre of a magnificent park laid out in the English fashion; and, 
like all habitations of the same kind, it is a real palace, supplied with all the 
comforts which can render life endurable in so unhealthy a country. In the 
park itself stands an elegant Gothic chapel in red sandstone, built from the jdans 
of the present occupant. 

I will not dwell on the gracious reception we met with from Major Wil¬ 
loughby Osborne and his charming wife. The few days we passed with our 
amiable host and hostess survive as one of the pleasantest memories of my 
journey in Central India. 



CHAPTER XIA'. 

rUE COURT OF BHOPAL. 


Tlie Monsoon.—Life at Bhopal.—Evenings with the Begum.—Coffee ami the Hookah.—The 
Cathack.s.—The Egg-Dance.—The Man with the Iron Skull.—Interview with Shah Jehan.— 
Dentil of Ouinra Doula.—A Vi.sit of Condolence.—'Pile Tofftn. 



E were Lack at Bhopal in the first days of June. Clouds were 
already heginning to apjiear on the horizon, and soon the 
yearly deluge hrought us torrents of rain. 'J'he sides of the 
surrounding niotintains were fuiTowed hy the impetuous tor¬ 
rents which, spreading thein.selves over tlie jdains, carried 
away the roads in many parts, and communication wit^ the 
city itself hecame almo.st impossihle during the first fortnight. We were 
definitely prisoners in Bhopal, and reduced to a state of inaction during three 
mouths at least. 

It must he confessed that the Begum had done everything to render our prison 
not only supjiortable, hut even agreeable. The Moti Bungalow had undergone 
numerous modifications during our absence at Sehore, which had converted it into 
a charming residence in the European style; the spacious garden which separates 
it from the lake had been cleared of the exuberant vegetation which encumbered 
its paths, so as to permit us to take short walks in it during the intervals of re- 
sjiite granted us by the rain ; and a numerous estalilishment of servants, a detach¬ 
ment of soldiers, horses, and elephants, had been placed at our service, and formed 
round our habitation a singularly animated little colony. 

rains came in torrential abundance, exceeding everything of the kind 
jjvBrienccd at Bombay and Baroda; but, on the other hand, 

, as at Jeypore, the terrible hot winds. During 
ceased rumbling, constantly furrowing the clouds 
^lightning, and the peals burst forth one after 
n£:,sh, like a continuous discharge of artillery, 
^but without causing serious damage, and the 
•face of the ground, displaying singular pheno- 
^ chemist. 

ver, during which time it seemed as though 

takes place. Some of these are real ^ave accompanied the 

and are carried across the city by eRPy ^^ove us broke in several places, the 
square before the palace, and descends tf® ^o venture as far as the Begums 
by crowds of people in a state -of the gre* 
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One would have thought that, while we had been shut up in our habitation, 
the country had been touched by some magic wand. The vast bare stony plain 
was covered with a magnificent carpet of verdure, like the grass of an English 
park; the trees, but lately grey and withered, now spread out thick pavilions of 
beautiful foliage; and the mountains, washed by the streams, shone out in the 
bright tints of their blue granite and rose-coloured sandstone. But the picture 
was not everywhere equally smiling. The suburb of Jehangheerabad presented a 
sad aspect of ruins ; a great number of houses had fallen, the bridges had dis¬ 
appeared, and the roads were no longer any better than dried bods of torrents. 

Our reception at the palace was particularly cordial: the Begum was especi¬ 
ally enchanted at our having partly adopted the elegant costume of the nobility 
of her Court; and she immediately gave orders to the raj-durzi, or roj'al tailor, to 
prepare us several costumes. 

Fjora that day we became constant guests at the palace. I passed the day 
talking with the queen on the gravest questions, passing in review the institu¬ 
tions of the different countries of Europe, their productions, their wealth, and the 
manners and customs of their inhabitants; and 1 was astonished to see the 
rapidity with which she seized the slightest details, and com])ared them with the 
institutions of her country. Everything relating to tlte public licalth, industry, 
and commerce interested her far more than political questions; w'hich to her W’ere 
limited to the fact of two pow'ers, England and France, e.xercising their supremacy 
ovqf all the countries of the globe, w'ith the e.\ception, however, of Turkey, whose 
sovereign was the recognised lord of all Islam. 

When the weather permitted, the queen rode on horseback, escorted by us; 
and, attemhid by the first minister and a .small staff, she visited the jtrincipal 
e.stablishmeuts of the capital The hospitals, schools, and oridianages were the 
objects of our first visits; and she made me e.xaniine all tlie organisatioji of these 
establishments, asking my opinion, which 1 always gave cautiously, not consider¬ 
ing myself sufficiently competent to projmse reforms which the queen, with her 
usual vivacity, would have had executed directly. Often, too, when returning 
from one of the.se ro»inds of insyMJction, w’c dismouffted from our lior.ses, at the 
foot of the steps of the great mosque, and took our ]»lac-es in one of. the kiosks 
overlooking the bazaar; whence we c(jmmanded a view of all the ])icturesque 
tumult of the crowd. 

The queen, in fact, never wearied of giving me curious details. She taught 
me how to recognise the different nationalities, ami communicated to me the 
precise value and commercial imjwrtance of this or that product, and the revenues 
it yielded to the Crown ; and other such iiifonnation. 

The moollahs of the mosque generally came a.nd took their places near us in 
the kiosk, and entered into religious discussiomsi with me. It was curious to see 
with what ardour these worthy priests argued on the most trivial questions; yet 
some of them displayed real knowledge, and spoke with tolerable moderation of 
Christianity, for which indeed it was notorious that the queen entertained a strong 
sympathy. She often left me alone with the moollahs, imd, when we Uwk our 
departure from the mosque in their company, we continued the learned conversa¬ 
tion in the house of our friend Hussein Khan, who always welcomed our arrival 
with the same demonstrations of satisfaction. As soon as one of his servants 
announced our ai>proach to him, he ran to his door to bid us welcome,, sprinkling 
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our beards and clothes with rose-water; after whicli he made us sit in the 
verandah overlooking the garden; colT'ee and the liookahs were brought to us; 
and the moollahs resumed the discussion of the disputed points of the Mussulman 
religion. 



The whole day, it will thus be seen, was devoted to serious matters; but the 
evening was reserved for amusements of ev'ery description. We arrived at the 
palace after our dinner-hour, and found the few intimate friends who composed 
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the usual circle of the Begum assembled in the great saloon on the first floor; all 
grave men, with white beards and high titles ; the first minister a remarkably fine 
man, of very shrewd intelligence, who possessed great influence over the Begum; 
an uncle of the queen; some feudal lords, and, finally, our worthy friend Hussein 
Khan. While awaiting tlie arrival of the queen, who passed some hours every 
day in her daughter’s harem, we played games of chess and pucheesee. 

Towards eight o’clock the sharp sound of the choubdar’s silver stick echoing 
on the pavement of the great gallery notified the approach of the queen, who soon 
entered the hall in the midst of a bevy of young girls, her attendants, whom she 
had freed like herself from the rules of the Eastern zenana. The charming little 
girl. Sultana, glittering with gold and jewels, ran forward to embrace us; the 
queen then seated herself on the throne of green velvet which occupied the end 
of the hall; and all took their places on the divan according to the established 
rules of precedence, my quality as guest entitling me to a place on the queen’s 
light hand. 

After they had handed round coffee, the .servants brought in the royal hookah, 
an enormous instrument, three feet in height, ornamented with precious stones; 
the bowl of which, of vast size, was filled with gooracco, a mixture of tobacco and 
aromas, upon which were heaped small red-hot coals. On the lirst evening the 
arrival of the hookah was the occasion of an incident which made no ^mall noise 
at the little Court, and even in the city. The hookahburdar came and knelt 
before the queen, and presented to her the rich amber mouthpiece terminating the 
tube, which she platied to her mouth, and, after drawing some long puffs of the 
(obacco, presented it to me. Such was the ceremonial; and without hesitation I 
took the amber, and in my turn inhaled the odoriferous smoke. The pipe, following 
the circle, jmsed from me to Schaumburg, and was afterwards presented to the 
dewan (first minister); who accepted it hesitatingly, and towards whom all eyes 
were diracte 1 . It is well known that the Mussulmans, looking upon Europeans 
as infidels, and consequently as impure beings, cannot touch anything that has 
l)een polluted by their lips. The poor minister found himself placed in a grievous 
dilemma. To refuse the pipe would be to insult ifS, and perhaps displease the 
queen; to accept it was to disobey the,precepts of Mahomet. At last, however, 
temporal interests seemed to outweigh spiritual scniplcs; and the dewan, timidly 
applying the amber to his lips, inhaled a slight puff of smoke; whereupon, 
following his example, the other Mussulmans accepteti the pipe without hesitation. 
This calumet of peace, indeed, might easily have become a cause of discord : but, 
as I did not care to see this scene renewed every evening, seeming thus to wound 
voluntarily the religious scruples of these good people, on the following day 1 
begged the queen to allow us to bring our own hookahs for our use. 

As soon as the ceremony of the hookah ws^s over, the ehouhdars introrluced 
the people who were appointed to amu.se us during the evening into the saloon. 
There were nautchnis, male dancers, acrobats, aijd jMjrforniers of tricks of every 
description. 

My readers liaving already witnessed with me more than one nautch, I 'shall 
not return to the subject; but it was the first time 1 had ever seen men in India 
execute those dances which are everywhere reserved for women, and are considered 
degrading to the stronger sex; though this surprised me less in a country where 
the government has already been for trvo generations in the hands of women, and 
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is likely to remain so during two more. It was natural that the Begum, wishing 
to raise the social level of women in her States, should think herself as 
much at liheiiy to have a masculine naulcli as other rajahs to have a feminine 
nautch. 

Tlie male dancers, who are called catluicks, w<u’e fine tall young men, from 
eighteen to twenty years of ago; and, attired in a very rich costume, tliey executed 
the very same dance as the nautchnis, with great agility and much grace. Still it 
was rathci’ a ridiculous spectacle to see tliose great, })owerful young fellows balanc¬ 
ing themselves to the sound of little bells, and e-xecuting poses plasti(|ues with 
their scarves. But is it, after all, more ridiculous than the pii'ouettes of our 
opera-dancers ? 

Another dance, infinitely more graceful and interesting, was tlui egg-dance. 
This is not, as one might e-xpect from tlie name, a dance executed upon these 
fragile articles. 

Thu dancing-girl, dressed in the ordinary female costume of the women of tlie 
peo]ile, a boilice and very short sarri, carries on licr head a wicker wheel of 
toleralily large diameter, ]daced in i perfectly horizontal manner 011 the top of the 
crown ; and round this wheel Ihreads are attached at equal distances, jirovided at 
their extreiiiities with a sli[)-knot, whicli is kept ojien by means of a glass bead. 
The dancing-girl advances towards the spectator’s, holding a basket filled with egg-, 
which slie hands to us so tliat we may \erify that they are real eggs aird not 
imitation. 

I he music sti’ikes nji a monotonous and jerking measure, and the danc.er begins 
turning her.sclf round with gr-eat rapidity. 'J’lien, seizing an egg, she inserts it in 
one of the sliji-kuots, and with a sliarp movement jerks it so as to tighten the knot. 
I’y means of Ihe centrifugal force produced by the rajiidity of the dancer’s circular 
movement, the thread liohling the egg is stretched out so tliat the egg is placed in 
a straight line with the iirolongation of the corresponding sjurke of the wheel. 
One after the oilier the eggs are tlirown into the slijr-knots, and they soon fonn a 
horizontal aureola round the head of the dancing-girl. At this point the dance 
becomes more and more rapid, and the features of the dancer can with difficulty 
be distinguished. It is a critical moment: the least false step, the slightest 
stojifiage, and tlie eggs would be smashed one against another. 

But, now, liow is the dance to he interrupted ? How is it to be stop^ied ? 
There, is only one way, and that is by withdrawing the eggs in the same manner 
in which tliey have been fixed there; and, in spite of all appearances to the con- 
trai’y, this lad ojieration is the more delicate of the two. The dancer mmst with 
one single clear and precise movement seize the egg and draw it towards her; it 
is evident that, if the hand wore carelessly to place itself within the cii’cle, it 
would suffice for it to touch one of the threads only for the general harmony to 
be suddenly broken. At last all the eggs are successfully withdrawn; the dancer 
stops abruptly ; and, without seeming in the least degree dizzy from the constant 
whirling, she advances with a firm step towards us, and presents us with the eggs 
coiitaiiied in the basket, which are broken on the spot into a plate, by way of 
proving the complefe absence of all trickery. 

Of the conjurors who thus passed before us in succe.ssion on our evenings at 
the palace, one of the most singular was an individual who juggled in the mpst 
extraordiiiarj' manner with sharp-edged tools; and let it be remembered that here 
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too it was very difficult to use deception, for the tricks were exc-cuted with the 
poignards or sabres of the coin}>auy present. Tliis niiui s(H'in('d indeed invulner¬ 
able ; although almost entirely naked, he pressed the sharp point of a sword against 
his breast so as to bend tlio blade into a half circle. At a "iven moment he 
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placed himself on his ]»ack, and laid on his chest one of those thin leaves w’hich 
form one of tlie ingredients of the b^tel; his acolyte then approached, armed with 
a sabre the blade of which had l)een carefully sharpened, and with a formidably 
aimed blow cut in half the bfitel leaf placed on the juggler’s breast. 

As these tricks had astonished the queen, the juggler engaged, if we’ would 
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<»rant him an exliibition by day on the square of the palace, to astorilsh us 
still more. 

The next day, accordingly, he executed certainly the most prodigious feats of 
skill, pfussing over a nanow circle sim-ounded with sabre points, and walking Upon 
sharp blades. Then asking for some fresh cocoa-nuts, an(l tlirowing them into the 
iiir, lie let them fall upon his skull, whereon they were smashed as upon a rook. 
Lastly, a w'aggon was brought, a heavy vehicle which two oxen could scarcely 
drag; one of the guards’ lances was solidly fastened to the shaft, so as to present 
its point at the extremity, and a certain number of the common people were 
invited to get into the waggon, which the juggler, ])lacing his naked skull against 
the ])oint of the lance, ])nshcd forward thus loaded for aViout ten paces. After 
this feat, of course, every one wanted to inspect his iron skull. The man com- 
])lacenlly showed his head to eacli of us, ami we W’cre able to assure ourselves 
that he had no other cuirass than the very thick skin which Nature had given 
him for his share, but which, mwertheless, was stout enough to resist a pressure 
lliat would have jiierced through the body of an ele]»hant. 

It must not, however, be snjiposed that the evenings at the palace were always 
devoted entirely to sm^h material amusements. After the solemn ceremony of the 
hookah and the cotl'ee, we often went to sit on the verandah, or, if the weather per¬ 
mitted it, on the high terrace, whence we commanded the panorama of the valley 
and the lakes, lighted by the radiance of thousands of stars; when .some clover 
story-teller woidd relate some of the national legends to ns, wdiieh he chanted in 
strojihes, interrupted by a .series of exclamations, as in our sailors’ interminablb 
tales; or else one of the young nobles, accompanying himself on a sort of lute, 
would sing the 'liiza-bi-'l’a/.a, and other poetry of the time of the (Ireat Moguls. 

Towards midnight, or one o’clock the queen retired; our horses awaited us on 
the square; and, accompanied by some soldieis of our guard, we gallo])ed through 
the solitary streets of the sleejiing city. 'J’hese men, armed with lances, riding by 
our side; the hmtses with their fantastic outlines; our own costumes even, all 
glittering with gold,—all seemed the ellect of some dream which had transported 
ns back l,o the Paris of the Middle Ages. Andved at the gates of the city, we 
aroused the guards; the heavy doors were half opened, and our little troop 
jiroceeded across the country towards our iieaceful habitation. 

A short time after our return from 8ehore, the queen presented us to her 
daughter, the Ileguni Shah Jehan. The ])rincess, in olMidience to the injunctions 
of the Miussulman law.s, of which her husband, Prince Oumra Doula, was a fanatic 
observer, did not;, howex'er, exhibit herself to our eyes. She was separated from 
us by a blind of tine sti'aw, which jiennittcd her to see us without being seen 
herself; but at the end of the interview, which was toleraldy long, and at which 
the queen was present, the curtain was lightly raised to give passage to a slender 
delicate hand with fingers covered with diamonds, which I pressed in mine in 
Asiatic fashion. This was all we saw that day of the mysterious princess; and 
the llOgum Hecunder did not allow the opportunity to pass without again expressing 
all the aversion which this custom of tlie pimlah, cutting off women so entirely 
from the society of her fellow-creatures, inspired her witk But a very unexpected 
event was soon to put an end to this jiosition, so displeasing to the Begum, and 
jiermit us to satisfy our curiosity. Some weeks after our interview, one of the 
nobles airived on hoi'seback in great haste at the Moti Bungalow, to announce to 
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us>fr«m the queen that tlie Prince Ouinra Doula liad Iwen found dead hi his bed 
that-morning. Tliis news, tlie sirdar added, had dill'used consternation tlirongliout 
the paiace, for the prince was in the prime of life, and seemed to be of a robust 
coastitutjon. Tlie ladies were confined to their apartments, and received no visits 
for two days; at the end of which I went to tlie palace with Bcliaumbuvg to pay 
^iour visit of condolence to the Begum. Her highness reeeivetl ns with strong 
demonstrations of grief, exclaiming, “ It was written. Allah had so ordered it. 
Oiimra in dying leaves us only a daughter, and for years to come the kingdom of 
Bhopal will be governed by the distall". May the Almighty }iower come to the 
aid of two poor inexperienced women!” Then, according to the Indian custom, 
she sat herself on the ground, and, striking her breast, began reciting a sort of 
litany in honour of the deceased. “ Ai'e ! Aie ! how firm was his arm ! And how 
bright his eye! Aie! Aie ! what wisdom ! ” We were alone with the Begum, 
and this grief impressed us greatly. After some moment.s, 1 thought I might 
addre.ss some few words of consolation to her. 'J’lie sound ol' my voice sceimsl to 
rouse her from her state of prostration; she suddenly ro.se, and, (tailing an 
attendant, asked for the dewan. Tlie first minister soon arrived, and received 
an order from the queen to conduct us himseli' to the palace of the i»rince.ss 
Shah Jehan. “ You will console my daughter,” said the cpieen, on tidving leave 
of U.S. 

Following the dewan, we proceeded towards the palace of Ouinra, the fatgide 
of which extends along one of the siiles of the square of the jialacsj. We were 
• introduced into a large room on tlie ground floor, which had been transformed by 
the deceased prince into a sort of nmseum of European curiosities, and the walls 
of which were hung with mirrors and pictures of every descri].»tion, from the 
engravings of .Kpinal to the jiaintings on glass of Parisian inaiiufacture. In the 
middle of this apartment stood a long table, on which wore ranged side by .side 
the most heterogeneous articles—musical lioxes, clocks, toys, and articles of 
hardware. 

The minister left us in this room, after having sent to announce our arrival 
to the princess; and, in a few moments after, one of the doors opened and I saw 
a young woman enter, dressed in the .strange and almost masculine costume which 
makes the Bhopalese women resemble the young pages who ajijiear on our theatres. 
Imagining her to be one of the princess’s attendants, I advanced indiflerently to 
meet the young girl; but witli a gesture full of dignity she stopped me, saying, 
“ I am Shah Jehan! ” I paused a moment in amazement, and bowed profoundly; 
and my astonishment may be conceived on finding myself suddenly in the presence 
of the princess whom 1 imagined to be still stricll}' confined to her harem. 
Nevertheless, recovering somewhat from my surjirise, 1 addressed my compliments 
of condolence to her, telling her how, during the short time I had known I’rince 
Oumra Doula, I had learnt to esteem and even to like liim. Without attempting 
to feign the slightest emotion, the young princess put a stop to my ])raises, saying 
with a slight shrug of the shoulders this simple word, “Kismet!” (f‘It was 
written.”) Then motioning me to seat myself near her on one of the sofas,, she 
said abruptly to me, “ So you come from Paris ? ” and I was conqielled, without 
taking breath, to give a description of Paris, it.s monuments and the manners of 
its inhabitants. I could not get over my bewildennent, and was almost sliocked 
at this utter want of feeling, when the Begum Secunder arrived. She could not 



468 


INDIA. 


help smiling on remarking my astonishment, and, having seated herself-beside us, 
said to me, “ I mourn for Oiunra Boula because 1 lose in him a faithful friend 
and counsellor, but why should my daughter mouni ? Does the prisoner regret 
his gaoler ? ” Strange words these from the lips of an Asiatic! They are indeed 
the condemnation of the worn-out custom of the sequestration of women, which 
Mussulmans persist in keeping up in spite of the constant progi-ess of civilisation 
among them. 

Still, from a regard for propriety, the Begums were obliged to exhibit before 
the people a sorrow which they did not feel at heart; and, during a whole month. 



THE J’HINOKSS SHAH JEIIAN. 


every ff^to and every amusement was to be suspended at the palace, and the 
princesses were to remain secluded in their liarem without receiving any visit 
from without At the same time, solemn jmblic prayers had been ordered in all 
the mosques. 

The I’l'incess Shah Jehan I should take to have been from five to six and 
twenty years of age. Her face, which was of great beauty, and of a dull white 
hue, was lighted by black eyes of a singular expression of pride and determination, 
indicating that she would be a true daughter of Secunder. One thing alone dis¬ 
figured her striking countenance, and that was the blackness of the teeth, corrotled 
and roughened by the abuse of betel She wore the singular costume of the 
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Bhopalese ladies of the Court—close-fitting pantaloons of gold hrocado, an em¬ 
broidered jacket, and a light muslin toque; and at her side hung an elegant 
poignard with jewelled hilt On taking leave of us, she sh(X)k hands with each 
of us in the English fashion, and appointed to meet us, at the end of a month, at 
one of the evening receptions of the queen; when she added that she would 
no longer be compelled to hide herself like a i)oor slave V)ehiud a straw 
curtain. 

On the evening of this singular interview a frightful cyclone burst over the 
city. As we issued from the palace, typhoons of dust swept the streets, scatter¬ 
ing the crowd, wliicli lied uttering the cry of “Tofun, tofiin!” We put our 
horses to a gallop, but, as soon as we had passed the gates, the wind began 
blowing with such violence that I expected every instant to bo unhorsed. At 
last we reached the Moti Bungalow, where we found all the servants up and busy 
solidly barricading all the outlets of the house. It was but just time, for the 
cyclone approached rapidly, and soon its fearful gusts burst upon our dwelling. 
The uproar was deafening. To tlie ceaseless rumblings of the thunder were added 
the cracking of the Mling trees, the howling of the unchained winds, and tlie 
roaring of the lake, while every now and then a noise like a distant cannon-shot 
told us that some house in the city had fallen a victim to the fury of the elements. 
We exi>ected every moment to see our bungalow share the, same fate, for the walls 
shook frightfully, and the tiles of the roof fell crashing to the ground. At last, 
about two o’clock in the morning, a profound sUence suddenly ensued; and 
after waiting a few moments, we opened one of the doors; wlnm the sky was 
bright with stars, and the black nurss of the cyclone was disappearing fast in the 
distance. It would be impossible to conceive a more complete and sudden change, 
the calm pure atmosphere being scarcely stirred by the faintest breeze. 

The next day we were able to realise the effects of these few hours of 
the cyclone’s visit. The greater part of the trees of our garden lay stretched on 
the ground, and our bungalow had lost half of its roofing. But in the city the 
disaster had been terrible; a great many houses had fallen, burying some of the 
unfortunate inhabitant.? under tbeir ruins. 

The newspapers brought us the intelligence some time aftervrards that this 
same cyclone had destroyed a whole suburb in Calcutta. 
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Till! nim|)iil-Tal. - The Dykes of Hhoje.—The Tfuins of Bhojepore.—Tlic I’lissage of the Ifetwii.— 
'I’he (Ji'eal Khillut.—The Tele of the I5t.h of August at the PriiicesH do Bourbon’s.—The 
Kiladnr and the Miissuliiians.—La.st Interview witli the Bej'uins.—Departure. 


ITK Court niouruiiig threatening us witii a mouth’s solitude, 1 
resolved to make an excursion with my companion in the 
eastcuii part of the kingdom of Bliopal. It is true that.the 
monsoon was far from having reached its term, ami tlie rain 
might overtake us, and perhaps blockade us in some place far 
from any town; but tlie violent cyclone of the jtreceding week 
seemed to have swept the air, and tlie sun slione in the midst of a clear and cloud¬ 
less sky. We reclvoiied on bcu'ng absent several weeks, and took all the establish¬ 
ment of the Moti Bungalow with us, both servants and soldiers, besides five 
elei)hants, one of which was for our own use, and the others to carry our tents, 
furniture, and a]i])aratus. I hoped to be able to cross the Vindhyas atul re.'ic-h 
the valley of the Nerbudda beyond Ilo.shungabad; and on my road lay the ruins 
of an ancient city called Bhojepore, which were de.scribed to me as being especially 
interesting, and near which 1 debirmined to make my first halt. 

Having set out on our march on the 28th of July, at six o’clock in the 
morning, after two hours’ journey we reached a little row of hills which form 
the point of division of the waters of the Besali and the Betwa; and on the 
other side of which we entered upon a magnificent valley surrounded by moun¬ 
tains of no gr-eat height, and covered with superb cultivation and smiling villages. 
'J'his plain, about three centuries ago, was one of the finest and most extensive 
lakes in India. 

Accortling to tradition, a king named Bhoje, having seen his mother burnt 
alive on the funeial i)ile of her husband, made a vow to stop the course of 
nine rivers and ninety-nine watercourses, and to form a vast sea in her honour. 
The magnificent valley of Bhojepore seemed to him to be exactly fitted for his 
])urposc. It was in fact traversed by the Betwa and eight of its tributaries, and 
the numerous rivulets, which descended from all the surrounding heights, far out¬ 
numbered the requisite quantity; and, to attain his object, he caused the defiles 
of the mountain to be stopped by means of three dykes, sixty feet in height by 
a width of forty feet, and extending over two miles. These dykes, composed of 
enormous roughly squared blocks, piled regularly, without any mortar, are one of 
the most gigantic works executed in ancient times; and in respect of their 
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proportions, and the amount of labour they must have required, they can bo 
compared only to the Pyramids of Egypt. The lake thus formed extended over 
a length of thirty-five miles, and a width of twelve to fifteen miles, with a depth 
which in some parts must have exceeded a hundred feet; and at certain ))oints 
of its surface appeared green islands, which at the present day are only tlie 
summits of isolated hills, while the banks were covered with rich cultivation 
and with large villages and towns, of which the most important must have been 
Ehojepore. 

In the fourteenth century, JToshung Shah, king of Malwa, thinking that this 
lake occupied too vast a space in his little kingdom, gave orders for a hnsich Uj 
be made in the great barriers of the Eetwa; when the waters rushed with 
impetuous fury into this channel, and, carrying away part of tlie wall, inundated 
all the lower valley of the Betwa, destroying tlie towns and villages in its course 
even beyond Oorcha. 1 ’ho bed of the empty lake was found covered with a 
rich black mould, admirably fertile. It soon became one of the richest districts 
of India; and, down to the present day, bearing the name of I>hoje-ka-Tal, or 
Bhopal-Tal, that i,s, lake of Bhoje or Bhopal, it does not contain less than three 
hundred villages. 

Our road took us over the summit of one of the dykes, still as intact as on 
the day when it was comjdeted; and, on measuring some of the blocks of which 
it is com])08ed, I found they were as much as nine feet in length. At the end of 
this,dyke, the (^[uarry is still to be seen whence this enormous quantity of stone 
was procured. 

Bhojepore, the ancient capital, was situated on the northern bank of the lake; 
and its ruins lie on the slope of a hill, at the foot of which Hows the Betwa; 
only a miserable hamlet representing the past. 

The Betwa separated us from the village, near which our tents were already 
pitched; but as its impetuous current prevented us from crossing it by a ford, we 
were obliged to use a narrow canoe, formed out of the trunk of a tree, in order to 
gain the opposite shore. This frail skiff was nearly carried away by the force of 
the torrent to some rapids which we could hear roaring within a hundred yards 
of us; and I inwardly made a vow never to trust again to the nautical talents of 
the natives. 

On our landing we were waited upon by the chief authority of the village, 
the inahunt of the convent, who was installed in the Bhojepore-ka-mundil, the 
celebrated temple which is the sole survivor of the great city of Bhoje. 'I'lie 
worthy superior came to bid us welcome, and invited us to visit the famous place 
without delay. 

Tlie temple is situated on a high mount, part of which has been cotn ertod 
into a terrace; and it is reached by a dilapidated llight of steps, overlooked by the 
poor buildings of the convent; where, passing under a little doorway, we found 
ourselves at once before the great facade. A vast pioiuted gaj), the archwork of 
which has partly disappieared, occupies the centre, leaving the interiqr of the 
sanctuary visible; and the facade is very remarkable from the marked contrast of 
its simplicity and mode of construction with the other monuments of Inilia. Large 
monoliths not measuring less than from thirty to forty feet in height, standing 
side by side, form the exterior wall; botli sides of whicli had no other ornament 
than two heads of monsters, of graceful design, from which is.sued a ehain tor- 
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iiiiiiating in a bell. The chain and the bell are well known as being one of the 
favourite adjuncts of Jain architecture. 

I have .said that the walls had no other orniinient besides these sculptures, but 
a short time since they wore decorated with statues taken from another ancient 
temple. A flight of a few steps leads to the threshold of the portal, and then 
descends again to the base of the .sanctuary, which slopes downwards. There you 
face an altar of such gigantic pro])ortiona that it almost fills tlie entire temple. 
It covers, in fact, a surface of forty-four square yards; and this enormous mass, 
composed of three snpeiqiosed granite monoliths, is finished by elegant cornices. 

A staircase, concealed so as not to injure the general effect, leads to the 
summit of the altar, in the ccntn'- of which stands a polished cylindrical stone 
post, ]>erfectly rounded at its summit, and, at the corners of the hall, four superb 
monolithic columns support the roof of the temple. These columns are considered 
hy the Indians as marvels of their national aieliitecturc; and they maintain that 
he who has never seen the 15 hojepore-ka-khoumbas has seen nothing. It is, 
indeed, imf)o,ssible to conceive a more graceful form combined with so imposing a 
mass. Eacli shaft, which rests on a pedestal two yards in height, is divided into 
three cr|ual sections; the first and the second are octagon, and the third has 
twenty-four sides, whicli has the effect of adding wonderfully to the perspective, 
and augmenting tlie apparent height of the columns; and the capital forms a 
graceful campanile, whence issue; heavy consoles, supporting the extremities of the 
four massive ai'chitraves on which tlie roof rests. It is on this roof, a magnificent 
coucojitric Jain dome, that the architect appears to have bestowed all the orna¬ 
mental riches of which lie has been so sparing in the rest of the edifice. Each 
of the circles of the cupola is a continuous network of lace, flowers, fruits, and 
arabesques, in the midst of which sport innumerable figure.s of musicians and 
dancing-girls. 

The central part of the dome has fallen in through the work of time, and now 
the rains of heaven water the lingam of Mahadeo. Innumerable liees have hung 
their honeycombs to the roof, which thus seems decorated with stalactites. These 
busy imsects fill the temple with their whirring and buzzing, and the visitor 
hesitates at first to penetrate itite such a beehive: but the priests reassure you by 
saying that they sting only the enemies of Mahadeo; and if only you have your 
conscience at ease on this jioint, you may enter with impunity. It is certainly a 
fact that during our visit a great number of them settled uiKin me, but without 
doing me any harm. 

Tlie apiuoaches to the temple are covered with the enormous stones of ruined 
edifices ; and behind the monument is still to be seen the inclined plane by means 
of which the architects of the fifth century raised the heavy monoliths into their 
sockets. A little farther on, after passing through thorns and brushwood, we 
sighted another ruined temple containing the monolithic statue of a Tirthankar, 
twenty feet high; and as we advanced through the jungle, at each step we took 
we foumj heaps of ruins and sculptured stones. 

At a short distance from the village, the Betwa dashes with a roar across a 
narrow defile, partly obstructed by the cyclopea n remains of one of the dykes of 
Bhoje. 

On my return from this exploration, I found my servants in great glee, the 
mahunt having sent them several kids and some cans of milk. Nor did the 
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worthy sujjerior of the convent forget us, for on our dinner-table was a hea]> of 
chupatees, flour cakes similar to pancakes, which the monks had made expressly 
for us, with the finest ghee. 

The evening was splendid, and the sky brilliant with stars; so we retired to 
rest with the pleasant conviction that we had left Bhoiial for some time. But the 
monsoon is the season for sudden changes. We had hardly sl(i[)t a few hours 
before we were startled from our slumbers by a friglitful ujtroar, and we saw our 
tent shaken by a fuiious wind. In short, it was a repetition of the scene at 
Govindgurh. Tearing to be smothered in the canvas of our hid)itation, we rushed 
outside, and for a whole half-hour received at the foot of a tree a very disagreeable 
shower, in which rain was mingled with broken branches and stones, swept along 
by the wind, and da.shing into our faces. We dared not to approach our tent, 
round which the uprooted stakes, attached to their cords, were executing a terrible 
whirligig. 

At length the wind abated, but the rain continued ]iouring down in torrents ; 
and when we regained our tent we found our beds and baggage swimming. 
Fortunately our table had escaped from the deluge; and without taking any 
further notice of the raiji, which came in on all sides at the rent partitions, we 
roljed ourselves in our blankets, and lay down on this not over-downy couch and 
slept till morning. 

The morning, alas! brought us no consolation. The .sky was one unbroken 
sheet of grey, and the rain fell without ceiusing; and, what was worse, the 
Betwa, overflowing its banks, rolled its yellow waters to the very foot of our 
tent, threatening to sweep away our encamjunent. We had no alternative left us 
but to return to Bhopal without delay; but how were we to cross the furious 
torrent which barred our road ? Schaumburg and 1 looked sorr}' figures in our 
torn clothes, all covered with mud ; and we consulted about the means of getting 
away frorh this unlucky spot; but how weie we to cro.ss the river ? Tliat was 
the difficulty; from which 1 called uj^on my good bearer to rescue us. “Nothing 
is easier,” says he. “ We must not even think of the boats, which could not 
resist the force of the current; but we bave three elephants, and they will carry 
us with our baggage and tents to the opposite sidt).” How could our ele])hants 
face such a stream ? I sent for the mahouts, and they all declare l that they were 
ready to make the attempt rather than let us remain where we were, without 
shelter from the rain. 

As soon as the order was given every one sot to w’ork, and the tents were 
raised and placed on the backs of the eleidiants, on which tlie men divided them¬ 
selves. Schaumburg, myself, and the bearer mounted our favourite elephant, which 
we used at Bhopal; and, when all was ready, our mahout urged his animal 
towards the river. The sagacious beast approaclied the watei’, sounded it for a 
moment with his trunk, sis though to test the force of tlie stream, and then fell 
back uttering two or three cries like the .sound of a clarion, as if to [irotest against 
our temerity. A touch with a pike on the crown of his head warned him, how¬ 
ever, that we were not inclined to dispute about the matter; and, bravely resigning 
himself, he dashed into the water. His heavy bulk seemed insensible to the 
strength of the current, yet it was only by letting himself drift for a few hundred 
yards that he could reach the opiwsite bank. There he had already planted his 
fore-feet on the ground, his crupper rounded, and we had amved in port, when 
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suddonly his feet slipped, and he fell back heavily into the torrent, causing the 
water to dasli upwards above our heads. A terrible cry of anguish escaped our 
lips, for we were lost! The elepliant, bewildered and desperate, was floating 
along, carried away by the stream, and we could even hear the roaring of the Mis 
of the lletwa in front of us. All at once the intelligent animal appeared to 
stilTen his body, we felt him swimming; he left the bed of the current, and soon 
we touched the bank. But there a fresh difficulty awaited us. We found our¬ 
selves facing an almost porjicndicular bajik of clay, from eight to ten feet in height. 
The elephant Imried his feet in it, kneading the muddy earth; and, making it 
yield under his repeated elTort.s, he at length succeeded iu hollowing out a pas.sage. 
We had reached half-way to the top ; the ground was almost within reach of 
our hands, and below us was the torrent roaring, dashing down ten yards farther 
off over the ruins of the tlyke. A single false move of the animal would have 
been certain death to us; but the elephant seemed to be as sensible as ourselves 
of the imminence of the peril; and he worked on with incredible energy, excited 
by his mahout, who caressed and supplicated him in touching accents. At times 
the whole mass of his hide was convulsed with a nervous tremor, and he uttered 
low plaintive cries. At last, after a quarter of an hour’s labour, the elephant’s 
back reached the level of the ground, when we leaped on the bank, and, relieved 
of our weight, he soon after rejoine<l us. 

It may be imagined with what feelings of gratitude I embraced the brave 
animal to which wc owed our live.s. Thus for the second time, in less than three 
months, the sagacity of an elephant had saved us from a terrible catastrophe. 

Our attendants remained silent and motionless on the Bhojepore side of the 
stream, watching the drama with terror. I had formally forbidden them to 
attempt the passage at the same point we had crossed from ; and, acting upon the 
information of a peasant, I ordered them to go up the stream of the Betwa a 
mile or two farther on, to a part where its bed was much shallower. 

After giving our elephant time to rest, we resumed our march, but we Avere 
not yet at the end of our troubles. 'J'he rain, which had ceased for a short time, 
began falling again with fresh violence as we were crossing the mountain, and 
this time accompanied by thunder and lightning. Never before had I witnessed 
such electric discharges ;is these. We w'ere literally enveloped in the thunder, 
and a blue light seemed to cover the w'atcr that poured in sheets down the rocks. 

At last we issued from the mountain, and left the storm behind us; but in 
the jdain fresh ditticidties awaited us. Our elephant sank deep in the soaked 
earth, and torrents barred our road. It may be imagined in what a state of fatigue 
and disoi'dcr wo were, having eaten nothing but a little cold meat since the day 
before, when at half-past twelve at night our elephant deposited us at the Moti 
Bungalow. We had taken twenty hours to travel over sixteen miles. Let this 
serve as a salutaiy lesson to travellers disposed to be rash enough to brave the 
monsoon iu the Indian jungle, 

I'lie bionth of August was one of the rainiest I had ever witnessed, and it 
kept' us confined to our bungalow, rarely permitting us an excursion out of doors. 
During all this time we had oidy two opportunities for getting a little relaxation 
—once at the fete of the i 5 th of August, at the Doolftn Sircar’s, and again at the 
fete of the Cocos. 

Father T-, missionary and chaplain to the Brincess de Bourbon,, having 
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been questioned by the princess as to what day was consociuteil in France iis 
ii national holiday, could think of notliing better than the date of the i Sth 
of August; and thus the Imixjrial fete was carefully kept every year by the 
Dooliln Sircar. The fete of the Napoleons observed by the descendauts of the 
llourbons! 

A high mass with a To Deuni first assembled all the members of this 
interesting community, who offered up fervent ])rayors to Clod for Fram-e, that 
mystic land which tlu'-y look upon as their cradle. Both nuiii and women came 
to this solemnity in their best attire. The men had nothing in their costume 
to distinguish them from the Mussulmans. I'hose who wore tuibans kei)t them 
oil their heads during the divine service, while those who wore tocpies or ca])s 
devoutly took them off. As for the. women, their costume consisted of a long, 
thickly plaited petticoat, and a cloak of white linen witliout any ornament, in 
which they enveloped all the upper part of their persons, letting nothing be seen 
of their faces but their fine large black eyes. 'J'hey were, however, separated 
entirely from the men, who seemed to observe towards them all the rules of 
Mussulman etiquette. 

After mass, all the Frantcis jieople were assembled in a vast hall of the yuilace, 
wliere a copious repast was provided for them by order of their suzerain; and the 
sinlars and nobles of the family took their seats at a banquet in the European 
fasliion, served in the grand saloon and presided over by the princess. AVe were 
among the guests at this feast, and oui- presence was not the least interesting 
feature of the f^te to the worthy Frantcis. Those who arrived from their distant 
jirovinces gazed at us with eyes full of astonishment, doubtless wondering within 
themselves whether it were really true that high and mighty white gentlemen, 
such as we were, could jiossibly belong to their ca,ste. 

At the end of the repast, the Bordeaux wine which I had obtaineil jiermission 
from the princess to have brought on the table, loosened their tongues, and 
heightened the interest which was expressed in our behalf; and the toast, which 
was courteously proposed in our honour by the Sircar’s nejihew, Merban Mussuali, 
or Dieudonud Bourbon, was received with unanimous ajqdause. 'J’his amiable 
young man told us that my arrival had been considered by all these Frantcis 
as a good omen; that it was the first opportunity they had had of seeing a 
sidiib of their caste; and he believed he was interpreting the wish of his aunt 
and of all her subjects in inviting me to look upon Bhojial as my country, and 
the Frantcis as my brethren. In reply, 1 embraced Merban and the Doolan, 
saying that I considered the Frantcis us my brothers, and that, if 1 did not 
remain with them, 1 shoidd not forget to inform my countrymen in France that 
there existed in India a small group of people who remembered their French 
origin with pride, and had received fraternally with open arms the French traveller 
who had come to visit them. 

The day closed with a second bampiet, after which there was the inevitable 
conflagration of petarrls and Bengal fire, and the not less inevitable naut(;h. 

The next day, August l6th, all the Hindoo population of Bhopal had'their 
holiday in celebration of the sxqqiosed close of the monsoon. I have already 
detailed the ceremonies observed at this festival, under the head of Bombay; but 
must explain that, as the cocoa-tree is unknown here, and the cocoa-nut consequently 
a rather expensive fruit, the people content themselves by assembling in picturesij^ue 
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"Toujis on the banks of the lake, and throwing into the water, as offerings, earthen¬ 
ware pots in which blades of wlieat have sprung up ; and that fakirs who take up 
positions in the crowd mark every one present on the forehead witli the earth 
mixed witli ashes, though for what purpose I could not understand. 

In recording that during all this montli we had no amusements, I forget what 
was provided lor us l)y the guests who shared with us the hospitable shelter of 
the Moti Bungalow. These guests were no other than thousands of reptiles and 
insects, which, being driven from the gardens by the rain, had sought refuge in 
the roof and subsoil of our dwelling. Their presence of course was somewhat 
aniK)ying, Imt the continual hunts we had with them slightly broke the nionotmiy 
of our days, and an enthusi.astic naturalist doubtless would have esteemed it a 
lucky chance. 

I (jiiestiun if the reptile dei)arlment in the Jardiu des I’lautes could ever 
boast of a more varied and interesting collection. To begin with, our apartments 
swarmed with lizards, large and small, which walked impudently over the walls 
and ceilings; and, if we hai)pened to raise a mat or a caipet, we were sure to find 
scorj)ions of all sizes and colours, scolopcndia, centipedes with venomous stings, 
and black hairy sjaders of most respectable dimensions. As for serpents, not a 
day passed witliout discovering some black cobras, whip snakes, and other species; 
and w'c might easily have filled a vast number of jars if we hail oidy had the 
spirits of wine. 

With the month of August the ollicial mourning of the court ceased. A gi%nd 
soiree was given at the palace to inaugurate the return to the usufd mode of life, 
when the princess Shah Jehan showed herself for the first time to the courtiers 
with uncovered face; and the next day, to the utter amazement of all fervent 
Mussulmans, she passeil through the city in masculine attire, proudly mounted on 
horseback. Shortly after we received a visit from Hussein Khan, who was the 
bearer of an ollicial message from the (juoen, the meaning of which 1 Avas at first 
unable to understand, so largely were the good .secretary’s plirases iutenningled 
with Oriental flowers of rhetoric; but the Begum, it seems, flattered by our 
adoption of the Bhopalese costume, had Conceived the project of presenting us 
with a khillut of honour, to which a Court dignity was attached. I refused at 
first, rcmarkitig to Hussein Khan that these honours which the Begum designed 
for us might give offence to the English authorities, who up to this time had so 
courteou.sly granted us aid and protection, and who miglit suspect us of ambitious 
ilesigns little befitting .simple travellers; but I finally complied, on the express 
condition that the ceremony should be of a strictly private character, which 
could raise no difficulty from without; and the Begum herself, whom I saw the 
same evening, assured me that everything should proceed according to my wishes. 

On the morning of the aiipointed day, the raj-durzi came to try on the 
glittering costumes which the queen had ordered for each of us for the occasion. 
They consi.sted of long tunics of green silk gauze embos.sed with gold, vast 
petticoat jjantaloons of crim.son satin embroidered with silver, kumurbunds, 
or cashmere bclt.s, of violet and gold, cloaks of deep scarlet-coloured cashmere 
embroidered with gold and silver, and, to crown all, toqueidiadems in fine gold. 

Having arrayed ourselves thus gorgeously, Schaumburg and myself, accompanied 
by Hussein Khan, took our seats in one of the Court equipages. Everywhere 
the people crowded .along the road, greeting us with sympathetic salaams; and 
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on tlie steps of'the palace we are awaited by a deputation of Bliopalese nobles, 
headed by the dewan; wlio lielped me to aliglit from tlie carriage, and taking my 
elbow in the Oriental fasliion, as though he leared my strength miglit fail me, 
supported me as I mounted the grand staircase. In the hall of the durbars the 
queen was seated on a raised throne, surrounded by the higli dignitaries of luiv 
Court. Slie wore the royal costume, nearly similar to our own, as well as lh(i gold 
toque with four plumes, and the cidlar and stars of the Order of the Star of India. 

On seeing me approach, she rose, and, presenting me with a firman' in its 
envelope of embroidered silk, said in a resounding voice, “ Welcome, Sirdar lloiis- 
selet Sahib Shemsher Bahadour! ” I bowed respectfully, and took my place at 
her right hand, and after Schaumburg’s reception we all sat down. The hookahs 
were now brought in, and soon the queen placed a ring set with a large diamond 
on my finger, repeating with emphasis the full title she had conferred ujron me. 
Then the utterpiin was handed round, and we took our de])arture with the same 
ceremonies as were observed on our anival. 

My readers may j>erhaps think that I dwell at too gi’(!at hmgth on an incident 
that I might even have passed over in silence. But I am merely giving a faitliful 
description of the resuUs of my travels; and I must repeat that at Bhoj)al, as in 
the other Indian courts or in the English cities, I never considered the r(‘,cei)tion 
I obtained as addressed to myself ]ter.sonally. On Indian princes as on English 
officers my chief chiim was in the character of a French traveller; whereas the 
marks of sympathy and the honours which were ])aid mo were all addressed lo 
that* great French name of which I am but the humblest representative. 

lire month of Sei>teuiber passed very ideasantly in every description of fete.s, 
and in excunsions to Sehore and the environs; yet it was with satisfaction that I 
saw the end of the monsoon approaching, and with it the moment when I could 
resume my journey, so long suspended. 

My intention was to set out immediately and reach CJwalior by way of Malwa 
and Omutwara, without touching at Indore, a town which every traveller has 
described; and, though the queen ])ressed me to stay another month, 1 was im¬ 
patient to start. I was obliged, however, to check this inqratience when Major 
Willoughby Osborne assured me that the roads woidd be absolutely inq»ra(.:tical>lc 
until the end of Octolrer, and advised me, if I did not wish to have a renewal of my 
mishap at Bhojepore, to stay quietly at Bhopal until the first days of November. 

On the 30th October, having sent on our servants and baggage before us, wo 
went to pay our farewell respects to the Begum ; when we found her surrounded 
by Madame Elizabeth de Bourbon, Shah Johan, Sultana, the tlewan, and all our 
friends. Why should I recall this separation ? It was one of tlie most painful 
that 1 had experienced in all my travels. I had become sincerely attached to 
this noble and intelligent woman, and was happy in the friendslnj) shown to me 
by all these worthy people. Our carriage, surrounded by horsemen who executed 
a curious fantasia around it, mounted the hiU; and we were accompanied by 
Hussein Khan, who desired to be the last to shake hands with u.s. Wa reached 
the summit; the city, the lakes, and, deep in the valley, the Moti Bungalow lay 
spread at our feet; and then with a last pressure of the hand of Hussein Khan, a 
last look at Bhopal, and all the memories of the past six months crowding on the 
memory —en rovie! The horses started at a galkqi, and our train descended 
towards the plains of Malwa. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

MALWA. 

A Jonniey in a Caloclie.—Passage of the Parlmtti.—An Inhospitable Kajah.—Nursinenrh.— 
Binura.—The (treat Trunk Koad.—Ooonah.—Sipri.—Tlie (thopaya,—Thu Dak-Qliari.—From 
Charybdis to Scylla.—Gwalior. 

N sooiiio us arrive iu llie sumptuous ot^uipage jmn’iiled for us by 
the Eegum, the lirst words of Major Willoughby Osborne were, 
“ Why, you eauuot be tliiukiug of travelling iu that frail vehicle ? ” 
“ Yes, certainly,” I an.swercd ; “ I am very comfortable in it, and 
mcjan to remain in it as long as I possibly can.” “ Well,” re¬ 
turned he, “ you will mjt go very far. You do not know, per- 
hai)s, that at this time of the year the rich heavy soil of Malwa is so saturated 
and softened by the rains that the elephants and cnmels cannot pass over it. For 
the same rea.sou your carriage, light iis it may be, will be embedded iu the mud at 
the very lirst stage. You will not have gone five miles before you will b(i 

obliged to come back. The evil wotdd be less if you were going on a regularly 
traced route; but, with the itinerary you have indicated to me, you have many 
miles to accompli,sh without even a pathway for carts; you will have to go straight 
across country; you will have to pa.ss more than twenty nullahs and two large 
rivers, and cukss an almost impracticable defile in the hills of Nursingurli. It 
will be impo.ssible for you to get through it all!” “ Well, that remains to be 

proved. The carriage is light, solid, and capable of resisting more than one 
jolting. 1 have people with me. 1 am determined to make the attempt.” 

After a day passed with our kind hosts, who endeavoured to detain mo until 
the roads had become practicable, I consulted my map, and dtispatched my 
servants to the village of Koundwah, eleven miles north of Sehore. The next 
morning, November 3rd, we got into our carriage, and, bidding a last farewell to 
our friends, were soon carried on at the full speed ol our four horses. 

For a distance of five or six miles we had a fine road, which serves as a 
promenade for the inhabitants of Sehore, and whirled onwards at a splendid pace. 
It was a new and plefcsant sensation for us to see the beautiful, well-cultivated 
plains spreading before us, interspersed with magnificent clusters of trees shading 
pretty villages with their tiled roofs: but suddenly the fine road broke oB' abruptly, 
and we found a freshly dug field before us; which our horses bravely encoun¬ 
tered ; and, wh<*n we had surmounted this first difficulty, we arrived at a tolerable 
])athway. A short distance farther on, however, a fresh difficulty awaited us. 
This time the obstacle seemed insurmountable; it was a nullah, a sort of torrent, 
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deeply embanked between clayey j:)erpeudicvdar sides. Should we liave to abandon 
the carriage, and verify the Major’s prognostications ? My horsemen soon decided 
to tlie contrary, for they galloped towards a hamlet, tlie liouses of which were 
visible through tlie trees, and we saw them returning, bringing with them about 
forty robust villagers. The horses were taken out, and we cros.sed the nullah on 
their backs, while the carriage was dragged by the villagers. 

Once more we seated ourselves in our equipage, and after half an hour’s gallo]), 
accompanied by fearful jolting, our horses stojiped before our tent, the hirge 
conical top of which rose at the foot of a magnificent fig-tree. On the op}io8itc 
side of a murmuring stream were groujied the houses of tlie little town of Kound- 
wah, whose thanadar furnished us with everything neces,sary for ourselves and for 
our numerous suite. 

November ^ih. — We left Koundwah very early in the morning, in our 
caleche, accomjiauied by our servants and baggage. 'J’he road, if such a term can 
be ajiplied to a wretched pathway, was in a ]iitiable state; and at nine o’clock 
we reached the banks of the Parbutti, which at this jioint was too deep and the 
current too rapid for us to think of crossing the ford with our carriage; we were 
therefore compelled to seek assistance from the inhabitants of a neighbouring 
village, who hastened to our aid, bringing with tliem about thirty gurhas, the 
light spherical iiitchers wdiich tlie women use to fetch water from the spring. 
These gurhas were coniiled together, and solidly attached to poles in such a, 
manner that their orifices were ujipermost; and the men, entering into the water, 
made a sort of raft of it, on which they placed the carriage, in which they 
invited us to seat ourselves; and in this manner, pushed forwards by the arms 
of these good peoide, our vehicle glided smoothly tiver the water, and reached the 
opposite sliore. The construction of the raft, and the passage of the river, did 
not take nioie than half an hour. 

At'eleven o’clock we arrived without further hindrance at the village of 
Kourawar, where we pitched oui' tents in the middle of a grove of wild date-trees. 
'These date-trees, of a dw'arf species, are the solo representativc,s of the ])alm-trce 
family on the high plateaux of (Jentnd India. 'They grow spontaneously on all 
dry soils, and rarely attain a height of more than nine or ten feet. 'The fruit 
lias but slight analogy with the date; it is floury and insipid, although the natives 
carefully gather it in. 'The sap is also collected, and produces a sort of sourish 
wina 

Scarcely was our camp installed before the arrival of the Prince of Nur- 
singurh, son of the rajah whose teiritoiy we had entered upon crossing the 
Parbutti, was announced to us. 'I’he prince, being out on a hunting-ex(nrsion, 
professed a desire to pinfit by this chance meeting to present us his salaams. I 
suspected, however, that he was sent to meet us by his father, an old fanatic, who 
has a horror of Europeans. I advanced to meet the prince, a fine young man of 
proud and insolent appearance, and conducted him into our tent; when, after the 
exchange of a few trifling civilities, the young Ruj^Kiot concluded by® asking me 
whether we proposed honouring Nursingurh with a visit. On receiving an 
affirmative reply, he tried to make me alter my intention by jiainting the 
kingdom and capital of Ids father in tiie darkest colours. 'To this I answerial 
that we were now only a day’s march from Nursingurh, and therefore it would be 
impossible for us to go back; and I added that I propo.md paying mj' respects to 
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his father, the Maharajah, who must have been made aware of our coming 
througli the Eiiglisii Kesidont at Sehore. Thereupon, rising abruptly, he took 
leave of us, and one of my servants heard him muttering, “Those dogs shall 
never enter Nursingurli.” This was the first time tliat such a reception awaited 
me on Indian temtory, especially from the liajpoots. 

Breakfast-] lour, however, had struck long ago; and as the prince’s visit had 
prevented me from attcmdiiig to our requirements, I despatched my old bearer to 
the village to beg the patel to send us some inovisions and tlic forage wo were in 
need of, enjoining him paiticularly to mention that everything brought to our 
camp sl>ould bo paid for. In ten minutes )uy messenger returned, with his 
clothes torn, and covered witli bruises. He reported that on entering the 
village he found the prince seated on a l)eneh at the door of the patel’s house, 
snrrouiuled by about twenty ragged soldiers; and that he a})proached the patel, 
who was standing near the jnince, and, after saluting the latter, Immbly jiresented 
my request—doubtless too humbly, for the jniiiee, rising, eiied out, “Go and tell 
your master that we have nothing to do here with him or the like of him; ” and, 
applying some coarse epithets to mysidf, uddtul. “ if he wants provisions, hit him 
come and fetch them himself, and it is I who will give them to him.” My 
poor bearer, not daring to bring me liiiek this message, rep(*at(Ml his aj)j)lication ; 
upon which two of the |irinee’s followers threw themselves upon him, struck him, 
and jmrsued him with blows of their seabbards until he was out of the village. 

The insult was flagrant, and I could not al’ow such a provocation to pass 
unnoticed. I had only to make n, sign, and my Bhopalese sowars, who had 
listened with indignation to tlie Ixuirers tale, weie in the saddle in an instant, 
and Schaumburg and mysedf, mounting our horsi's, phused our,‘selves at their head. 
Before starting, I b(!ggcd them all to use moderation, ami throwing the responsi¬ 
bility of what might occur <m the ])rinee, 1 jiroeeeded in the direction of the 
village. In this manner we rciiched the village, but found it deserted. Suddenly, 
however, a big iiuiu issue<l hastily from one of the housim, and prostrated himself 
before my horse. “Oh! my good lord,” he cried, “ I am the patel; you shall 
have everything you wish, and without j)aying either. The prince was no doubt 
ili'unk,—forgive him ; luit on seeing you arrive, he lied with his servants.” I 
quieted the patel, telling him that we were only harmless tmvellers, and required 
but one thing of him, which was, that he should provide us, at the prices of the 
baziuir, with the provisions we were in need of. Upon this the worthy man rose, 
still tremlding, and, calling his servants, who had prudently hidden themselves, 
he soon (iollected the corn, forage, milk, and w’ood we wanted. If any one had 
seen us at that moment issuing from the village, escorting a troop of peasants 
laden with provisions of every de.scrii)tion, we should certainly have been taken 
for a band of marauders making their levies, rather than peaceable travellers 
returning from marketing. 

In the evening we received the visit of'the fat pfttel, who, by way of ingrati¬ 
ating himself, came to offer us guides, and advised us to send on our servants and 
baggage the same evening towards Nursingurli, so as to find them installed to¬ 
morrow morning before our arrival. We followed his advice, and, keeping only 
two horsemen with us, passed the night tolerably well in our calfeche. 

November $th .—From Kouniwar to Nursingurli it is scarcely sixteen miles, 
but it would be impossible to find a more abominable road. At last, after four 
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hours of toil, we reached the foot of the mountains belaud which the city of the 
Oinut Eajpoots is concealed; and our astonishment may be imagined on finding 
our servants prostrated with fatigue, and on hearing that the guides given by the 
putel of Kourawar had led them about all the night across the plain, and had left 
them in the morning at a distance of more than seven miles from the road they 
should have taken. 

We wended our way wearily togetlicr up the hill, which is guarded at several 
jwints by half-ruined walls; and, on arriving at the summit, we saw the c’ity sit 
our feet, lying in the hollow of a delicious valley, on the borders of a superb lake 
shaded by large trees, in which were mirrored the many towers of the royal 
ehatcau crowning the crest of a slight eminence. Shunning tlie inhos])itable city, 
we phmted our tents on the opposite bank of the lake, on the verge of a superb 
forest; l>ut immediately u]H)n our arrival wo received a visit from the dewan, 
who came with a supjdy of provisions for us, and to aiiologise for the bad 
reception we had met with at Kooiavrov. According to his iiccount, we had been 
the victims f>f a misunderstanding; been mistaken, not for Europeiins, but 

for noble Mussulmans of liliopal, a uaotry with wbicli Nnrsingurh was on very 
cool terms. 1 accei>ted these (ixpiiU.atirMt. for Wi.attliey wore worth, V>ut refused 
the invitation sent me by the rajah to coiiie to bis jralac.c 

‘N’ursiugurh is one of i.hc ca])ita] i.owns 01 ..heutwari'a. The Omut Ilajpoots, 
native.s of Meywar, fornua-ly followed the trade of eamol-tlrive.rs, and, emigrating 
from Meywar in the !ifte,i-iith ‘entio’y •stablislui<i 'bemwdves in Malwiu It was 
only towards the [xu'iod of the 'leel' if 'b, J - ,g,|i povc’’ iliat two of thidr 
chiefs uiitde themselves cdepeiulc’. 'lud divided (lie couutrv hot,ween them; the 
first, Mohun Sing, e-staldishing himself g Uajgtirh : tl>e .sec' nd, Purserani, at 
Nursingurh. The Oniuts, till na'cntly, held a very ioferii rank among the 
Kajjioot tribes; but one of their raialts having o'Miuied the band of a prince.s,s of 
Oudeypoor, the alliance ennobled them, and :!ic.y .‘O'c no\ cc.r 'idored as belonging' 
to the liigher caste. 

November 6 th .—-Our recent fatigue,s and ili.citijioiutments entitling us to at 
least one day’s rest, we pa.Hsed to-day on tlie banks of the lake of Nni-singurh, 
under the shade of the great tree.s. The weather is ' diciously cool; we are 
entering upon that mild Indian winter which is without doulit the finest spring 
that reigns in any quarter of the globe. 

. During the day one of our elephants aH'orded ns ilie (x-casion for an exciting 
chase. His maliout having taken him down to bathe in the lake, the intelligent 
animal prpfited by the opportunity to get loose, and, after ridding himself of his 
driver, indulged himself in the wildest gambols, idiinging and executing tumbles 
worthy of a porpoise; but, when it was time for him to return to land, the animal 
turned a deaf ear to all exhortations, and the men were obliged to get boats, and 
go in pursuit of hiiiL It was only after an hour’s chase that they succeeded in 
driving him back towards the bank, where he landed at last. Instantly tlm 
mahout's son, a boy of eight, came from behind a tree where he was hidden, and 
seized the elephant by the tail. Feeling himself caught, the enormous beast 
remained'motionless, and patiently awaited the arrival of his nuabout, who brought 
him back to our camp, after administering to him the merited coiTectieu. 

Nmmher yth. —We left the iuliospitable valley in the course of the moniing, 
our road lying across the mountains which overlook it towards the north;. and our 
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contrast tliat would ensue upon leaving our comfortable calfeche However, we 
should liave to face the difficulty at last; and the traveller in India should be 
philosophical enough to get used to these sudden changes of fortune. This 
evening, therefore, I took leave of my good companions from Bhopal, of Whom I 
can speak only in praise since my departure thence. 

Ntwemher i6th .—When our chopaya arrived before the bungalow, ab.solutoly 
the vehicle did not look amiss ; and with its body painted sky blue and ornamented 
with flowers and grotesque divinities, and its little sculptured columns, it would 
not be out of place in a museum. Its team of large wliite oxen, harnessed with 
red cloths, also gave it a vague resemblance to the charfot which, according to the 
legend, carried our rou faineants over the streets of I’aris; but let me confess 
that, quite insensible to all its picturesque exterior, we busied ourselves principally 
in arranging the interior, and padding it comfortably. The body of the carringe 
eight feet in length, and about five in width, was figuratively divided into two 
parts, the hinder section, stuffed with mattresses and cushions, forming a vast bed, 
on which we should be able to sleep comfortably enough. This was the bedroom ; 
while the fore part, in which were placed a table firmly strapped, our guns and 
instruments, and two straw easy-chairs, with a sea-lantem hanging from the roof, 
formed the sitting-room. 

These preparations occupied the whole of the day; and, as we intended 
travelling night and day witliout stopping, we got into our chopaya at nightfall 
and left SiprL 

November 1 ylh .—The night luis been comfortable in spite of the jolting; and, 
roused by the first streaks of dawn, 1 left my ambulating bed-chamber. Our 
oxen at that moment were slowly mounting a difficult ascent which winds over 
low hills covered with jungle; and on all sides echoed the merry calls of the 
partridges, who, planted in the middle of the road, seemed to care but little about 
our approach. I brought down some of the too-confiding birds, as well as a 
species of large bustard, which I surprised quietly nibbling the grass in a hollow ; 
and this game provided us with our breakfast, which we stopped to prefxire and 
eat in the little deserted bungalow of Garagliftt, situated in the midst of a scenery 
as naked and desolate as could possibly be imagined. During the short halt, our 
oxen ate their provender of millet straw, after which we continued our journey. 

If it were not for the slowness with which we progr-ess, this mode of travel¬ 
ling would not be without its charm. 3'he oxen go on their slow pace of about 
two miles an hour, and the shouts and imprecations of our driver have no effect 
in making them alter it Still, when we have to descend a hill, the animals, 
propelled by the heavy veliicle, take to a gallop, and the machine slides down 
with a r,ii>idity all the more disquieting as the bottom of the road is always 
broken by some little torrent which runs bubbling under a slight foot-bridge. 
I)uring this time we follow the csirriage on foot, with pipes between our teeth, 
and guns on our shouldens. 

The weather was cool and dry, and the exercise far from being disagreeable, 
as we amused ourselves from time to time by pursuing an antelope or some 
curious bird Another amusement consisted in counting the milestones we passed, 
and calculating the rapidity or rather the slowness of our journey. 

Towards evening the landscape resumed a certain beauty; the variations 
of the giouml began to get accentuated; and we soon entered upon some very 
pretty mountains, crossed by the river Chota Parbatti, a small- tributary of the 
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Sindh Bounddla; which near the bungalow of Mohana, where wc halted to dine, 
plunges over the rocks, forming two or tliree fine cascades. 

At tlie dak bungalow, we met with civilisation agtiiii in the form of a gt»od 
Ijed and a tolerable cuisine; and these appreciable advantages induced us to give 



ear to the advice of the kliansamah of the place, who, hearing our complaints, 
persuaded us to let our servants continue their journey with the chopaya and the 
beggage, and to travel ourselves by the mail, which would pass the next morning, 
thus permitting us to have a good night’s rest in bed, and reach Gwalior in a few 
hours. The post-qffice agent, who resides near the bungalow, leading us to believe 
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that we should be able to get places in the vehicle, I accepted the projmal of the 
khansaniah, and we remained at Mohana. 

Noi’cmher 1 8(h .—“ Here is tlie post, gentlemen ! ” cried out the peon, early 
in the morning; and scarcely were we out of our rooms when wo saw a curious- 
looking team of four liorses down the road, galloping at full speed, and drawing 
beliiiid them a light box painted red, perched on two immense wheels, and 
executing the most fantastic springs, as though a spirit of emulation possessed it 
to rise'over the horses’ heads. In a twinkling the cart was before us, the horses 
taken out, and fresh ones brought and put to. “Quick, gentlemen!” exclaimed 
the courier, a tfill, meagre, bony Indian, wrapped in an old red cloth tunic, which 
left his long, thin naked legs exposed. I mounted beside him, and Schaumburg 
sat behind on tlie other half of the box. “ Hold tight! ” was the policy. I clung 
to the sides, and wo were oH', tearing along at full speed, hurried away by the 
furious gallop of our horses, who seemed to have run wild. The cart .sprang; it 
leaped; it seemed to me every moment that I was going to fly into the air. I 
wanted to speak, but it was impossible to open my moutli. The Indian, impassible, 
and almost upright on his scat, showered his whip about the horses. Ascents, 
descents, narrow!(kbri<lges, all were passed in this giddying and tumultuous gallop. 

I could scarcely even glance at the couutiy; piles of bare grey rocks, where 
neither a tree nor a house was to be seen. 

At last we reached a relay, and 1 profited l)y this moment of respite to ask 
if he intended going on always at the same pace. “ Burra Sahib ka hookum ! ” 
he replied; “it is the order.” My (jucstion was certainly absurd, for the post 
cannot go slowly: but in India it travels more than rapidly; it goes at a mad 
pace. Every day horses and couriers break down, but what of that ? The letters 
must anive; another courier picks tip the despatches, and continues the journey. 

Off we went again, jKissing several relays in the same manner. I felt I could 
not endure the torture much longer; the shocks and the joltings were so violent 
that I could not hold my pipe in my mouth. At one of the descents we were 
galloping down at furious speed, wo i)erceived some caiTiages before us obstructing 
the road. The courier contented himself witli blowing twice on liis trumpet; 
and the carriages had barely moved out of the way before we went by, grazing 
them as we passed. I recognised our chopaya. “Stop!” I said to the courier, “I 
will get down; ” but ho answ’ered that “ the post only stops at the relays.” How 
much did 1 then regret the snug chopaya, padded with comfortable mattresses, 
and the slow pace of our oxen! It was indeed a case in which we may say we 
had shifted from Chaiybdis to Scylla. 

At the next relay they announced that we were only six miles distant 
from Gwalior, which is hidden by the hills seen towards the north. I acquired 
patience from the infonnation; and soon, iir fact, from the top of a declivity 
we suddenly came in sight of the pretty Lushkar lying at the bottom of the 
vtdiey, with its glittering palaces, green gardens, and ancient fortress proudly 
crowning tlie rock. It w'as ten months since wc had left it, and it seemed like 
meeting an old friend. 

At last our sufferings terminated. Our horses were brought to before the 
travellers’ bungalow; and we got down bruised, worn out, and bent double, and 
vowed that we should never again be caught tearing along Indian roads on a 
mail-cart. 



CHAPTER XLVIII. 


GWALIOR. 

Tlie Camp at the foot of the Fort.— Morar.—The Fooll Biigh.—Durbar of Scindia.—Marriage 
of the King’s Daughter.—A Glance Backwards.—The Diik-ghari.—Agra. 

T may be remembcml that in tlio month of January we iiad 
merely passed through Gwalior, devoting a few days ordy 
to the exploration of its celebrated fortress; ISut as this visit 
was to be the last, I resolved to prolong it sulliciently to bo 
able again to examine carefully all its magnificent monuments, 
and to study a little more closely llie (»urt (f Scindia, whicli 
I had barely glanced at. 

In order to pursue my studies (juite freely, the day after our arrival I loft the 
d&k bungalow, and came and established my camp on the banks of tlus Sawunrika, 
which winds through the old city, passing along the eastern side of the rock on 
which the fortress stands. It would have been difficult to find a grander or more 
picturesque spot. In front of our tent, and separated from us by tlie deep bed of 
the river,' lay the city, with its two large minarets, its ancient edifices, and its 
gardens surrounding the base of the rock—a superb pedestal 300 feet in height, 
crowned with temples and palaces; while in our rear extended a fertile jdain, 
slightly undulated, and crossed in every direction by long lines of trees. 

I shall not speak again of the wonders of tlui citadel,‘having already condensed 
the result of my previous labours at Gwalior. A few days .after our arrival, I paid 
a visit to the English liesident at Morar, who had succeeded Major Hutchinson 
since the month of January. This officer, who received us with the same kindness 
as his predecessor, informed me that the Miiharajah was then at Agr.a, but that he 
would present us to him on his return, for I was .anxious to tluink the prince for 
the service he had rendered us in supplying an escort as far as Punnah. 

Meanwhile Colonel Meade, the Governor-General’s Agent for Central India, 
arrived at Morar. It will doubtless be remembered that it was to this distin¬ 
guished English officer that we owed the kind reception which had greeted us 
throughout our journey. Circumstances had prevented me hitherto fwin making 
his acquaintance; I hastened therefore to profit by this opportunity to express 
my sincere gratitude to him. 

His arrival in the little colony of Morar was the signal for ffites, to which we 
were kindly invited; and, as our camp at the foot of the fortress was becoming 
somewhat uncomfortable from the tolerably sharp cold at nights, his Highness’s 
vukeel placed the little palace of B’ooll Bagh at our disposal; a charming residence 
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buried in the midst of orange-trees, where we immediately installed ourselves. In 
its vicinity stood a very fine monument which had escaped me at the time of our 
first visit, an elegant mausoleum of the Mogul period, covering the tushes of the 
sage Mohammed Ghose, one of the favourite counsellors of the Emperor Akbar; 
and close at hand also was a rather fine ruined mosque, the courtyard of which 
was crowded with curious tombs; one of these containing the remains of a celebrated 
singer, Tan-Sein, and being shaded by a ntm, the leaves of wWch, according to 
popular belief, have the ymtperty of giving voice. 



THE MAUSOIKUM OE MOHAHUED OHOHE, (HWAUOU. 

The state dinners, the balls and ffites of every description, given at Morar by 
the European society were things we had long been deprived of; so that it was 
with some difficulty that I succeeded in finding my dress-coat, much creased and 
faded, at the bottom of one of my trunks, which all the skill of a native tailor 
could scarcely make presentable. Moreover, my felt helmet contrasted awkwardly 
with this dress—the eminently distinctive emblem of civilisation. Still these 
small details did not prevent us from participating in all the ffites, nor even from 
forgetting that time was passing and we were still in Gwalior. 
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We had at last, however, made wp our minds to start, when, on the 6th 
December, his Highness returned to Gwalior, and we were presented to him the 
next day by Colonel Daly. 

Accordingly, in the afternoon of the l6th we mounted an elepliant, and 
proceeded to the old palace. The streets were throngesd witli a noisy crowd in 
lioliday attire, come to share in the largesses that were to be distributed at tlie 
ceremony of the marriage of the Maharajah’s dauglitcr; and in tlieir midst might 
be seen, passing and repassing, the gala I'Utts, covered with bright draperies, and 
drawn by fine white oxen with gilded horns ; numberless eleidiants sounding their 
great bronze bells; and cavalcades of nobles and high functionaries. 

From the level of the great terrace of the palace, where all the ladies and 
the officers of the camp of Morar, including Colonel Meade and the other repre¬ 
sentatives of the English Government, were assembled, we enjoyed a most 
picturesciue spectacle. 'J’he horsemen of the Huzrut Tagfi—the royal guard— 
were drawn up in line, and restrained the crowds who pressed towards the palace 
courtyard to witness the passage of the high dignitaries. The.sc hist arrived 
dressed in their richest apparel; the nobles and officers on horseback, covered 
with diamonds, rich arpiour, and valuable fabrics, caracoling on their plumed and 
haynessed com-sers, and surrounded by their squires and men-at-arms; and the 
ministers and officers of state, heavy and corpulent, dressed in white muslin, and 
turbaned with red, seated in splendid palanquins, wherein they reclined with all 
the. ease and dignity becoming such eminent personages. 

The Brahmins had decided that the religious ceremony was not to commence 
until the sun had reached to within three fingers’ breixdth distance from the 
summit of the mountains bounding the horizon to the west; and a little before 
this solemn moment arrived the bridegroom’s cort( 5 ge appeared on the square in 
the midst of the acclamations of the multitude. The young man, a prince of the 
royal house of Scindia, was seated, blazing with gold and precious stones, in a 
houdah of the shape of a temple with gilded domes and pillars, l)orne by an 
elephant of gigantic size, also covered with a dazzling profusion of valuable 
fabri(^, plumes, and ornaments of precious metals; and a noble, mounted on the 
croup of the elephant, waved a hand-screen of peacocks’ feathers, issuing from a 
golden handle incrusted with precious stones, above the young prince’s head. 
Behind this group, worthy of the fairy-like descriptions of the “ Arabian Nights,” 
came the elephants carrying the Brahmins, chanting the sacred hymns with hands 
raised towards heaven. Kien followed the servants, bearing on their shoulders 
large gilded wooden cases surmounted by bouquets of artificial flowers, containing, 
or supposed to contain, the inestimable treasures composing the young princess’s 
wedding gifts. 

And now, one of the vukoels of the palace coming to solicit our attendance 
at the celebration of the religious ceremony, we descended into one of the inner 
courts, which was covered over by a vast tent and filled by a close crowd of 
Brahmins, naked to the waist, and displaying on their broad, large abdomens the 
sacred triple cord. All these priests shouted like madmen, and only pauqed at 
intervals to fling into the midst of the hall where the bridal couple were seated a 
regular hailstonn of grains of wheat, millet, and rice. Tliis style of benediction 
is not without its originality and its mystic meaning; the bread, represented by 
the grains of wheat, being as indispensable to man as the water eitiployed in our 
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veligions ceremonies. By freely elbowing the crowd, we managed to clear a way 
through it, and to reach the king, who was standing in a corner of the courtyard, 
looking less gloomy and careworn than at our last interview. 

There was a moment’s pause; and an old Brahmin recited in a nasal voice 
the verses of the Shastras relating to marriage; whereupon all the spectators 
uttered a great shout, applauding loudly, and the marriage was concluded. 

We were tlien conducted towards tlie young couple, whom the crowd had 
prevented us from seeing before. Tliey were both seated on an Indian throne of 
red velvet. The prince, aliout sixteen years of age, glittered with diamonds, and 
wore above his turban a sort of diadem in gold; and as for the princess, a child 
of ten, she was so completely enveloped in stuffs of cloth of gold, her head, 
nose, and ears bore such a profusion of jewels, that it was scarcely possible to 
distingiiish her delicate little brown face and large, timid, black eyes. 

After making our salaams to the young couple, we returned to the teiTace, 
where a sumptuous collation was prejiiired for us, served up in one of the kiosks; 
and we subsecpiently witnessed a nautch, which was followed by grand fireworks. 
Then the first minister distributed the p&n and rosewater to us in person, placed 
thick chains of jessamine and roses round our necks; and we returned each to 
our respective dwellings. , 

Two days after this ceremony, we went for a battue in the mountains round 

about Gwalior with Geiuiral C- and some oflicers. The chief object of this 

excursion was to kill some panthers wliich had for some time past signalised 
themselves by their depredations. We succeeded, it is true, in despatching two 
of these terrible animals, and that only after a combat which might have l)een 
fatal to one of xrs; but the principal result of our hunting exjxjdition was a 
considerable number of jungle fowl, pahartecter, and souui very fine antelopes. 

Ileturned to Gwalior, we were at last about to start on our journey; but 
Christmas-day—the day so dear to the English—was approaching; and they 
uscid this as an inducement to detain us. It would be so pleasant, they said, to 
assemble once more, after so many years, at this family festival round a good 
table, at which the Homeric plum-pudding would a])pear decked with a branch 
of real misletoe sent direct from England for the ocaision. We allowed ourselves 
to be tempted by these dazzling visions, and remaineii; with the inward resolve, 
however, to start without fail on the 27 th. If my readers should feel surprised 
at our inactivity, I must beg them to recollect that at the very beginning of this 
narrative I said to them, “ I am not one of those travellers who gallop through a 
country as tiiough urged onwards by some mysterious spur; who, always hurried, 
see nothing, and who, when .arrived at their jfuirney’s end, themselves wonder 
what could have been the cause of their haste. If three years are not sufficient 
for me to visit India, I will devote four or even five years to it; but at least 1 
shall have seen something.” Four years have in fact jjassed, and I am not yet 
at 'the end of my task; but the most difficult part is accomplished. If the reader 
will refer to the map of Central India he will see that, having started from 
Gwalior and returned to the same sj)ot, I have, during the last year, traced out a 
complete circle, winch has carried us through regions which no traveller had 
described before me. Thus we have passed over in succession the whole of the 
Deccan, Goojerat, llajiiootana, and finally Central India, properly so called; and 
we now have remaining before us all the vast northern region, which, enclosed 
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Iwtween the superb slopes of the Himalayas and the first spurs of the Vindhyas, 
forms that magnificent valley of the Ganges, Hindostan, or the land of the 
Hindoos, the cradle of the most ancioTit civilisation of tlie world, and even at the 
present day the most densely populated and the most tlioroughly cultivated part 
of the glol)e. 

But here we shall be able to abandon the camel and the elephant for the 
locomotive, and, in the capacity of tourists, to complete a journey which until 
now has offered us all the difficulties and all the attractions of an exploring 
exjjedition. 

Civilisation, however, in the form of the railway, has not yet reached Gwalior. 
This we should find at Agra; and as we had already passed over part of this 
road, which is not very picturesque, I was anxious to got over tlui interval as 



THE DAK-GHARI. 


quickly as possible. Of course there could be no question now of a chopaya, 
even with camels, or of a mail-cart. T still had too vivid a recollection of my 
first experience of these improved means of transport. It remained for us to 
make trial of the dilk-ghari, a sort of post-chaise very poiiular in Hindo,stan. It 
is a sort of square coach, drawn by two thin hacks, which the post has to renew 
every six miles. One person cun instal himself in it pretty comfortably, and 
two may even sleep in it commodioui3ly. Tiie dilk-ghari, therefore, 1 adopted, 
and hired two carts for our servants and baggage. 

After taking leave of all our pleasant hosts at Morar, w'o started from_ our 
palace of Fooll Bagh at ten o’clock in the morning of the 27th December, and at 
the outset were convinced that our horses, which were guaranteed hy the post to 
do ten miles an hour, could accomplish only five or six at the utmo.st. The day 
passed monotonously along the bare and desidate road, shaded only by very 
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slender telegraph-posts; yet, when I saw Norabad and its ancient bridge, Changda, 
our enciainpment of last January, and, finally, the superb Chumbul, which we 
crossed by a bridge of Iwats, during a niagnificent sunset, I regarded them as old 
actiuaintances. There is, perhaps, as great a chanii for the traveller in revisiting 
places he has once passed through, and which so are surrounded by a thousand 
souvenirs, m in exploring unknown horizons. 

We put up for the night at the bungalow of Dholeporc. I immediately sent 
our salaams to the Maharajah, and received in return a visit from our good friend 
the dewan Gungadhar Rao, who was deputed by the prince to invite us to spend 
a few days at Dholopore. Of course 1 did not comply with this very kind invita¬ 
tion, which proved at least tliat our first stay had left no uupleasing memories; 
atul, after a good night’s rest, we started again in our conch, at six o’clock in the 
morning. 

After halting for breakfast at Mannia, we continued our journey across these 
monotonous jdains, enlivened by scarcely a single tree. At last, about midday, we 
saw an ivory globe shining like a star appear on the horizon, which we saluted 
•'IS the cupola of tlie T^j, from which, according to our driver, we were still eight 
miles distant; and within an hour we were galloping through the streets of Agra, 

where we pulled up at the bungalow of our good friends the G-, who were 

all assembled in the verandah to welcome u.s. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 


FROM AGRA TO DELHI. 

Tlie Taj.—On the Banks of tlio Juinna.—Secnndrn,—The Tomb of Akbar.—Mnttra.—The Legend 
of Krishna.—The Upper Doilb.—Aligurh. 

Y first concern on arriviii" at Agra was to pay a visit to the 
Tilj. I think 1 was this time even more impressed than before 
by the imposing grandeur of the wonderful monument; and, as 
several matters of business detained me in the town for a week, 
1 resolved to come and stay at the Tilj. The Englush have 
arranged a series of apartments in one of the annexed jiarts of 
the mausoleum, which are placed at the service of travellers on their ajijJication 
being sent in to the commissioner of the province. In the course of the day, on the 
31st December, we entered our new habitation; and, when tlie gates of the 
garden were closed to the public at four o’clock, we were the sole jiroprietors of 
tills fairy-like corner of the universe. 

After having been aecustomed for years past to tread the marble floors of the 
Indian palaces, I experienced a strange sensation on finding myself alone in the 
midst of this accumulation of treasures. It seemed as though our presence 
here was a profanation. Wliat would that proud Empress of India, the great 
Mumtazee-Malial, have said if she could have risen from beneath the tomb whose 
incomparable magnificence had been ordained with her last breath, and have seen 
the very terrace of the mausoleum occupied by two curiously attired men, speaking 
in a strange tongue, sealed in long rocking-chairs, and drinking from large glasses 
the liquor abhorred by the laophet ? 

The two men were Schaumburg and myself; night had fallen, and we had 
come to seat ourselves on the edge of the terrace overlooking the Jumna; and the 
two glasses, the sight* of- which would Have shocked jioor Mumtazee, had been 
filled in honour of that moment which no traveller can witness the approach of 
without emotion—the close of one year and the beginning of another. When 
once he has become inured to a wandering and adventurous life, it is this day 
alone of all the year which conjures up before him the picture of his distant 
home, his family and country, and the dear friends from whom so many wide 
horizons separate him. But how strong and how vivid the picture ajqxiars! ,How 
the old memories come crowding one upon another! How the heart sinks, and 
the courage Ixjgins to fail! Tears force their way to the eyes and roll down in 
silent streams. It is the travellei’s offering to his native land, and to all the dcfir 
absent ones. 
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I shall always remember these last hours of the year 1867, and the first 
hours of 1868. Schaumburg and I had remained seated on the terrace absorbed 
in a silent reverie, from which we were roused only for an instant at midnight by 
the arrival of our servants bringing us an enormous bouquet, with their good 
wishes. At our feet rolled the silver waters of the Jumna, in the broad still 

surface of which the sky mirrored its thousands of glittering stars; and behind 

us, beside us, above us, towered the Taj, a mystic monument of love, displaying 
its immaculate whiteness beneath the pale light of the radiant planets. Not a 
sound disturbed our solitude, excepting when a slight breeze blowing across the 
river bore to us at intervals the echoes of an English orchestra celebr.ating the 
beginning of the new year at some mess-table, or the sad and monotonous sounds 

of the brass cymbals of a small encampment of lmyad^‘res lying on the banks. 

We continued silent and thoughtful, half inebriated by the sublime spectacle and 
by the perfume of the jessamine and the orange and the wilderness of flowers 
which surrounded us. At hist, at tliriic o’clock in the morning, still silent, we 
regained our rooms. But every one who has travelled widely and for a long 
period, far from what we call civilised countries, knows as well as I do that the 
true traveller, he who believes in and desires to accomplish a useful task, neither 
can nor should give more than a few brief moments to feelings and reminiscences; 
and therefore, by the advent of morning, we liad already shaken off our reveries, 
and were discussing more eagerly than ever about the road we were going to take, 
not in the direction of France, but still farther onwards towards the north of 
India. 

Our first destination was to be Delhi; and 1 . decided that for our journey 
thither we should not avail ourselves of the railway at least as far as Aligarh, 
but follow the old road, which would enable us to visit Seciindra again, and see 
tlie holy Muttra and the jilaces surrounding it, which have been rendered famous 
by Krishna 

In the course of the morning, while walking among the ruins of palaces 
which adorn the banks of tlie Jumna below the Taj, I witnessed a strange and 
touching scene. I was about to descend one of those ghlits, or great stone 
staircases which lead to the river, when a plaintive song, interrupted by sobs, 
struck my ear. 1 approached softly, and, hiding myself completely behind a 
tree, saw an old and poorly clad woman sobbing, with |ier face hidden in her 
hands, seated on the ste,i)s of red sandstone. At the foot of the staircase, on the 
■ ■ ■ stood two young Hindoo girls, one of them naked to the 

’th her arms raised to heaven, and singing in a strangely 
cradle songs with which Indian mothers lull their 
’ took flowers from a basket, and let the bright- 
I could not make out the meaning of this 
vard, I perceived a sort of small wicker raft 
' he dead body of an infant. This explained 

' nautchni, imable to pay the expenses of a 
f the poor little creature, had resolved to 
Jumna; and she was there, accompanied 
ufant a last adieu. She was accom- 
oired her with the idea of singing the 
)ne; and, with a not less touching 
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inspiration, she was there throwing over the frail body leaves from tliose flowers 
which were true emblems of its brief existence; while lier sister, leaning over the 

water, held the little raft, reluctant to abandon the tender prey to tlie monsters 
01 the stream. 

After a short interval devoted to the contemplation of this thrilling picture I 
withdrew without letting the poor women suspect that 1 had lieon a witness of 
their grief. 
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I passed a week at the Tilj in the most delightful manner, sketching, making 
photographs, and thoroughly imbuing my mind witli all tliese l)eauties wliich J 
was about to leave, iierhaps for ever. On the ptli of January we left Agra, with 
only two servants and some luggage, having sent on all our encumbrances to 
lelhi by rail. A half-famished camel which I succeeded in hiring, and ’two 
horses, had to take us as far as Hatras, where we should get the railway. 

An hour’s gallop over a splendid macadamised road, bordered by large trees, 
and along wliich at wide intervals were ranged curious tombs, surmounted by 


























496 INDIA. 

effigies of horses in red sandstone, took us to the village of Secundra. This spot, 
insignificant with regard to its population, which certainly does not exceed a 
lnuidred souls, is, nevertheless, venerated throughout all India, as well by Mussul¬ 
mans lis V)y Hindoos, as being the place where repose the remains of the Emperor 
Abkar—^the greatest Eastern monarch who ever held in his grasp the destinies of 
tlie vast Indian empire. 

His mausoleum, one of tlie wonders of India, stands in the centre of a large 
and splendid garden, surrounded by a quadrangular enclosure formed by a high 
battlemented wall; the principal entrance being in the southern front of the 
enclosure. It is a magnificent monument, of a grand and severe style of archi¬ 
tecture, that by itself merits a visit from the traveller. It opens under a massive 
s(piare pavilion, the facades of which, pierced by a lofty pointed arch, slightly 
rounded, are ornamented with mosaics, or rather incrustations in coloured marble, 
for the llowcrs and the arabesques which compose it are on a scale proportioned 
to the whole of the monument; and the terrace of the pavilion is crowned by 
light kiosks in red sandstone and four elegant white marble minareta Passing 
through this dooi'way, we found ourselve-s on a fine flagged passage, at the end of 
wdiich rose the astounding mass of the mausoleum. Thi'ee other roads, similar to 
this, each joining the centre of one of the fa<,!adcs, divide the garden into four 
e([ual parts. 

The mausoleum itself is a strange edifice, which can be compared to nothing 
which exists of the same class in any other part of India; being a sort of 
pyramid, divided into four storeys of different heights, and resting on a square 
raised basement, pierced on each of its sides by a hirge Moorish arcli. The first 
three storeys of the pyramid are masked by rows of kiosks of pink sandstone, of 
extreme elegance of design; and the upper storey is surrounded by a wall of white 
sculptured marble, supported by light chatris of the same material. The reader, 
however, has only to glance at the engravings to comprehend this, original 
arrangement, the beauty and grand effect of which the pen alone is powerless to 
describe. 

A long, vaulted, dark, narrow passage leads from the principal entrance of the 
mausoleum to the crypt, which contains the tomb, a plain marble sarcophagus, 
without any ornament, scarcely visible in the pale light struggling through the 
little openings in the dome. Here, under the stone, sleejnng the eternal slumber, 
lies Akbar, groat grandson of Tamerlane, one of the mightiest intellects the world 
has ever imHluced; the man under whose reign India, united in a single empire, 
attained a dcgiee of pro,sperity which has never been surfiassed. This simple 
tomb, however, is not destined to be profaned by the vulgar gaze. The official 
•sarcophagus, rotmd w'hich the multitude comes to pray, is in the open air, on the 
very summit of the pyramid. It is a slab of white marble, a perfect gem of 
carving, on which, in the midst of a network of aral)esques, stand out in relief the 
ninety-nine names which are used in the Mussulman religion for invoking the 
Most High. From this last terrace we enjoyed an extensive view of all the 
surrounding country—vast uniform plains, where the yellowish sand is seen at 
wide intervals in the midst of a dark green vegetation, through wliich the Jumna 
winds irregularly; and to tlie south we espied the high walls of the fortress of 
Agra appearing above the trees, overlooked by the lury domes of the lAj and the 
Mosque of Pearls. 
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The mausoleum of Secundra is the work of several reigns. Akbar himself 
caused the pavilion of the entrance and the basement to be constructed; his son, 
Jehanghir, imposed the storeys of red sandstone; and Shah Jehan added its marble 
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of the art which people agree in calling Saracenic; but I was mistaken, for I find 
that art represented here by nobler conceptions and infinitely more important 
works. And fi'om those specimens we may assert that a Saracenic school existed 
which not only was not inferior, but which ecpmlled the Greek and the Gothic 
schools.” 

Near Akbar’s mausoleum, beyond the enclosure, stands a vast ruined cenotaph, 
enclosing the tomb of the emperor’s Christian wife, the Begum Marie; and we 
installed ourselves during the few days recpiired for its examination in a pretty 
little bungalow which the English have raised in the middle of the garden. 

On the I Sth we took to our liorscs again, and, following a line large road 
crowded with carls and pedesl.rians (no other, indeed, than the Grand Trunk 
Eoad, the principal artery the English have established through their possessions, 
for uniting all the different branches of communication), we pu.shed onwards as 
far as the village of Earah, where a native (»ravanserai—not very clean, be it 
said—afforded us .shelter for tlie night. The next morning we reached the 
bungalow of Muttra in a few hours. 

Muttra is one of the principal towns of Hindostan; and, though it has greatly 
declined from its ancient splendour, it has still a noble appearance, viewed from 
the banks of the Jumna, along which it extends in the shai>e of a crescent, dis¬ 
playing its lofty terraced houses and innunuirable temples against the side o'i the 
steep banks, the base of which seems to be covered with stone kiofsks and broad 
flights of stairs descending to the water’s edge. 

From the remotest anti(juity, certainly from twenty centuries before Christ, 
Muttra has been a large and important city. It was here that in tlie fifteenth or 
sixteenth century before our era the liero Krishna, the most popular divinity in 
the Hindoo I’autln'.on at the present day, was born; and, under the nmne of 
Matliurah, all tlie great Sanscrit poems descrilie his beauties and his glories to us. 
But, without going back to the fabulous ages, we know that at the period of the 
first Mussulman invasion, in the eleventh century, it could still boast of being one 
of the wealthiest I’cligious capitals in the world. When the conqueror Mahmoud 
of Ghuzui took possession of it in 1017, he was amazed himself at the splendid 
sight it presented. Writing to one of his generals, the fierce Mussulman gave a 
curious description of the holy city', which history has preserved to u.s. 

“ This wonderful city,” he says, “ contains more than a thousand edifices, the 
gi’cater jiart of which arc in marble, as firmly fixed on their foundations as the 
faith of the true believers; and in this number I do not include the temples of the 
infidels. Jf we calculate the money all these monuments must have cost, it would 
be no exaggeration to estimate it at several millions of dinars; and it may be 
added that sucli a city could scarcely be built in the space of two centuries. In 
the pagan temples my soldiers found five golden idols, the eyes of which were 
formed by rubies worth 50,000 dinars. Another idol had as an ornament a 
.sapphire weighing 400 niskals, and the image itself yielded, when melted, 98,300 
niskals of i>uro gold. Besides these we found a hundred silver idols, representing 
ns many camel-loads.” 

At the present day Muttra is one of the principal cities of the English 
province of Agra, and an important cantonment for troops; yet, notwithstanding 
all its misfortunes, it has continued to retain in the eyes of the Hindoos the first 
rank, after Benares, among the holy cities of India; and during the whole year 
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pilgrims flock to it by thousands from tho most distant countries of the peninsula. 
It is a spectacle to see the crowds, morning and evening, wlien the sun begins to 
gild the facades of the temples and palaces, thronging the gliuts on their way to 
immerse themselves in the sacred waters of the Jumna, tlie Yamoima of the 
Sanscrit poets. Men and women up to their waists therein, their faces ecsstatically 
raised towards heaven, then acconiplisli the mysti(! rites of purification by whicli 
both body and soul become cleansed from all their stains. 

These crowds, notwithstanding their fanatic entlmsiasm, are veny tolerant. 
Europeans and infidels of all sorts circulate in the midst of them with impunity, 
witnessing and even criticising the religious ceremotiies without any one seeming 
to care about it. In scarcely any other j dace except India, and there amongst the 
Hindoos only, have been found at all times the most absolute religious liberty 
and tolerance united to the most unbounded fanaticism. Tin's exj)lains the 
creation of so many differejit rcligiotis, which have always existed side by side in 
an almost perfect hannony. If Buddhism alone was drivcm out, by force, it was 
because it alone was a religion of p)roselytism, desiring dominion over and tho 
destruction of other sects. 

One of tho things which most struck me as soon as I scit foot in the crooked, 
steep lanes of the city was the immense number of apes, which are seen on the 
terraces of the houses, the awnings of the shops, and even in the midst of the 
footpaths. These apes, of the Gibbon species, of a russet colour, with the breast 
and.hind parts of a carmine hue, made the most grotesrpie and impertinent 
grimaces at the sight of our European costumes; and they even carried their 
insolence so far as to run after us as though they meant to attack our calves. 
These malicious animals seemed to be conscious of their sacred character, and 
showed no degree of fear at the threats I made them with my cane. I should 
have taken good care, however, not to strike them, being too well awnre of the 
rxidiappy fate of two poor English officers some years ago, who, having wounded 
(me of those apes, were pursued by the populace and thrown into the river, where 
they perished before help could reach them. 

The principal bazaar seems to bo the general rendezvous, not only of the apes, 
but also of all the animals which Brahminic piety maintains in tho city. Gibbons 
with long hairy arms, langours with tluur black faces, and pigeons and paroquets 
swarm on the awnings of the shops, Icajiing, flying, shrieking, and grimacing in 
the midst of tho crowd, and even going so far as to steal the fruits and seeds 
which the shopkeeper lazily dedends. Add to these whole herds of oxen, and 
zebus, witli their weighty humps of fat shaking on their backs, walking with a 
slow, majestic step, gently putting aside with their hoi-us the jteople wlio come 
in their way, or lying down in picturesque groups across the middle of the 
street, and you will have some idea of the strange j)icture which this bazaar 
presents. 

Everything at Muttra recalls the memory of its most distiiigiiished sdn. 
Nothing is to bo seen on the temples but statues of Krishna under different 
forms; the very walls of the houses are covered with rough and gaudy paintings 
representing the exploits of the hero. Here he is seen, while yet a child, strangling 
the python that ravaged the country; there, ns tho true Indian Hercules, he is 
striking down monsters, or holds on his finger the mountain he one day rooted 
from the earth to shelter himself from the rain. But the favourite scene, which is 
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found depicted at every step, is that which represents him, when a poor young 
shepherd, making the young peasant girls of the Pradja dance beneath a tree to 
the sound of his flute. 

Among the numerous divinities which fill the Hindoo Pantheon, Krishna is 
certainly the most interesting, not only from the veneration of which he is the 
object to the present day, but because he has the advantage, shared with him by 
Hama, that it is possible to trace in him an origin founded on historical tradition. 
Eveiything proves that he was one of those adventurers, such as all primitive 
times have produced, whose chivalrous and amorous exploits soon tecame the 
theme of jKipular legend. According to this legend, which, strangely enough, the 
Prahmins have not succeeded in disfiguring coinidetely, Krishna belonged to a 
tribe of Yadavas, wandering shoiidierds, living in tents, and selling the produce of 
their flocks at the different villages. These Yadavas, as their name and their 
mode of living indicate, were Yats; and it is curious to note that this god, at the 
present day an eminent Brahmin divinity, belongs by his origin to a race which 
could have no pretensions to the name of Aryans. 

At the period of the birth of Krishna, tlie Yadavas were encamped near 
M\ittra, atul seem to have ke]>t up friendly communication at that time with the 
heads of the city. The young hero passed his infancy hereabouts, performing 
many wonderful exploits. He had reached the age of adolescence when " the 
jjeople of Aluttra revolted against tlieir king. Krishna led the movement; killed 
with his own hand the tyrant who had usui'pcid tlie throius, and installed the 
rightful sovereign in his stead. Some years later, tlui father-in-law of the usurpin' 
marched aga.in.st Muttra witli a forniidalde army; when Krishna, not thinking 
himself powerful enough to resist this attack, assendfled the Yadavas, and, crossing 
JiaJ])ootana, established himself in Goojerat, where he founded the city of Dwarka, 
on the western coast of the jicninsula. 

It appears that tlie kingdom enjoyed the greatest pro,sperity for several 
years, until, on the occasion of a festival, a dispute arose among the chiefs, 
which soon degenerated into a bloody conllicl; and during the battle a violent 
earthquake swelled the waves of the sea, which swallowed up both the city and 
the combatants. 

At a time when the prejudices imposed by an aristocracy jealous of its 
privileges kept men inexoi’ably in the social condition occupied by their ancestors, 
the extraordinary fortune of Krishna, rising from the humble condition of a 
shepherd to the rank of a king, was liktdy to create a deep impression among the 
lower classes of the people; who had the greater reason to applaud this victory, 
and to preserve its tradition, as the hero did not belong to the race of the 
comjuerors, but was a child of the conquered race, of those wandering Turanian 
tribes which the Aryans had supplanted. 

His memory was from the first, as it is at the present day, carefully treasured, 
es'pecially by the women, fascinated by the rather coarse gallantry of the young 
hero, which was ever the mainspring of his exploits. It was thus that the 
simplest incidents of his existence became indelibly fixed in tradition; how, as a 
child, he had stolen a jar of butter from his mother, and been whipped as a 
punishment; how, as a youth, he used to carry off the clothes of the young milk¬ 
women as they were bathing in the Jumna; how, as a young man, he succeeded 
in charming the hearts of these same young milkwomen by his soft speeches, by 
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liis talent on the Ante, and by the elegance of his movements while dancing under 
the shade of the nims. Krishna was, in fact, the moat perfect type of the brave 
but somewhat boastful adventurer, poet, and romancist when the mood was 011 
him, ready to rush rather to an amorous rendezvous than to a combat, which tlie 
populace of all ages has loved to immortalise. Moreover, in the present instance 
the hero, after his coup de main at Muttra, dies obscurely as he had lived, not in 
some epic combat, but in a drunken brawl, in whicli tlie elements by chance 
intervened to add a touch of grandeur. 

By wliat revolution did the name of this vulgar hero, of somewhat lf)ose 
morals, succeed in dethroning that of the ausUsre Vedic divinities, and becoming 
an object of worship to all the people of the nortli of India ? It is to elucidate 
as far as possible this important (piestion, winch cannot fail to interest my readers, 
that I have just rapidly sketched the origin of this popular deity. 

Towards the close of the death-struggle, which lasted during the first eight 
centuries of our era, between Buddhism and Brahininisni, the Brahmins, in order 
to win over the masses to their cause, resolved on revivifying their worship, the 
abstract notions of which were no longer understood, l)y converting the popular 
heroes into avatars -—incarnations of the ancient Vedic divinities. 

.If we reflect that the very centre of this struggle between the two religions 
was this part of the valley of the (langes rendered famous by this j(*yous child of 
Muttra, it will be understood that the Bmlimins could find no embodiment betkir 
adapted to their new principles than Krishna, and that it was not diflicult for 
them to make the multitudes believe that this man, the thorough personification 
of the instincts, failings, and (qualities of the lower classes, was no other than an 
incarnation of the supreme and invisible Being, the eternal Vishnu. But, what 
is far more strange, it is ])roved at the present day that the Buddhists on their 
liart endeavoured to attach Krishna to their religious Ixslief by making him a 
Buddha, under the name of Juggernaut, or Lord of the World. 

The process employed by the Brahmins to transform the hero complclely into 
a divinity requires that a few words should be devoted to it, tlie more so a,s, 
among the innumerable myths whicli innovators gral'ted on popular tradition, it is 
impossible not to recognise many details borrowed from Christianity. 

It is thus that the birth of Krishna, so simply related in the legenil, was 
surrounded with mystery; evidently it was thus the son of a sbepheid became 
the child of a princess of royal blood; and that the llajah Kansa, who w'us 
destined to be dethroned by the hero, was made to play the part of Herod, 
renewing the nuassacre of the innocents, in order to rid himself of his I’uture 
rival, who had been revealed to him by a prediction. His slightest acts are 
similarly distorted and exjilained. Thus Krishna, in stealing the garments of the 
bathing-girls, only intended to make them sensible of their immodesty; but, in 
spite of this, there are some favourite passages of the legend which even the 
Brahmins themselves have been unable to convert into exploits, as where Krishna 
and his comrades, having stolen a bundle of linen fiom a poor washerman, were 
much embarrassed how to put on the rich costumes, of which they, being jioor 
peasants, did not know the use, and were obliged to send for a tailor to instruct 
them, to w’hom Krishna, as a reward, granted the remission of his sins. It is 
easy to understand, therefore, how the worship of Krishna, with all its license 
and inconsistencies, might rapidly gain an influence over the minds of. a people 
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crushed and condemned to a life of austerity, and under the dread of eternal 
punishment with the Buddhist monks, who, grown overweeningly powerful, con¬ 
cealed their own depravity and debaucheries in the recesses of the splendid viharas 
of Hiiidostan. 

At this new name of Krishna, all the oppressed and all the ambitious among 
the masses arose ; and in a few years, as it were in an instant, the colossus called 
Buddhism, which had seemed to be so solidly rooted in the soil, disappeared for 
ever from India, and from the face of the land which bad given it birth, nurtured 
its growth, and in its excessive toleration endured it for ten centuries after it had 
become coiTUpted and turned ojipressor. 

After leaving Muttra, to which place we devoted four days, I had still two 
other celebrated spots to visit in this land of Vradja, immortalised by Krishna, 
viz,, Goverdhun and Bindraban. 

Goverdhun is a tolerably large market-town, situated fifteen miles west of 
Muttra, on a little rocky eminence parallel with the chain of Mewat. The 
sun’ounding country is flat and well cultivated. 

It was at Goverdhun that Krishna passed part of his infancy ; it was here that, 
when only eight years old, “ be uprooted Mount Goverdhana, and, jdacing it on his 
forefinger, held it sjiread out in the form of a parasol over his comrades and tlieir 
flocks, when they were overtaken by a violent storm.” Goverdhun is, therefore, a 
venerated halting-place in the pilgrimage all good Krishnayas have to perform, 
and the i)iety of the faithful has accumulated a considerable number of temples 
on the spot. Besides thi.s, the YAt kings of Bhurtporo, who consider themselves 
as having sprung from the race of the deity, have made Goverdhun their con¬ 
secrated place of burial, and each sovereign has erected here for himself a superb 
cenotaph. Among the most important monuments is that of Souraj Mull, the 
founder of the modern power of the Yfits in the valley of the Jumna—an elegant 
edifice of marble and yellow sandstone, in that fine modern style of which the 
palace of Digh and the toml) of Buktawar, at Ulwur, are the most perfect types. 
The cenotaph is ])ictures(iuely situated on the bonhn- of a ])retty piece of water, 
which is surrounded by numerous temples and chfitris standing out in relief against 
a screen of magnificent trees. 

On the other side of the town stands another edifice in the same style, the 
mausoleum of the King Balder Sing, an elegant pavilion raised on a terrace 
surrounded by chiitris, between two fine pieces of w'ater; of which one, though 
sloping downwards from the other, is continually dry. According to the legend, 
Krishna, after dancing with the milk-girls, came to cpiench his thirst at this pool; 
which, having been then emj)tied at a draught, has remained ever afterwards as 
he left it. 

From Goverdhun we proceeded towards Bindraban, which is situated about 
fifteen miles to the north-east. 

Bindraban occupies on the right bank of the Jumna an almost analogous posi¬ 
tion to that of Muttra. It is an important town, and, like Muttra, a great object 
of pilgrimages. The population is almost exclusively composed of Brahmins; 
the temples are almost more numerous than the dwelling-houses of the people; 
and the rajahs of the north-west of India here maintain sumptuous palaces, which 
they come and iidiabit during the annual fetes in honour of Krishna. Many 
of these palaces and temples are ancient, but the greater number have undergone 
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repairs which have completely disfigured them. There is still, however, a very 
curious edifice of the ninth centuiy to be admired, built on the plan of a laitin 
cross, with a lofty nave, and decorated with numerous idols. 

Here, too, memorials of Krishna abound. Devotees plunge themselves in the 
water on the very spot where the god killed the terrible python, Kalya Kaya, 
which infected the sacred stream, and ravaged the land of Vradja, and which we 
may doubtless recognise as a personification of one of those Aryan barons, who, 
commanding from their fortresses the course of the river, levied a tax on the 
navigators, or organised thence their predatory expeditions against the villagers. 
Outside the town they also wor-ship a venerable nim, under which the hero made 
the young peasant girls dance to the sound of his flute. According to the Brah¬ 
min legends, Bindraban .was also one of the favourite resorts of the goil Ihiina. 
who came there accompanied by his faithful Hunouman, the ape-god, to pass the 
fine summer days; and, in honour of this circumstance, the Brahmitis keej) such 
an immense number of apes in the town that they really form tlie majority of the 
population. 

On the 23rd January we returned to Muttra, and leit it the same day to 
proceed towards IIatra.s, where wo rejoined the Delhi railroad. For the first 
tinijB we crossed the Jumna, which forms the boundary between Bajasthiiu, or the 
land of the Itajahs, and Hindostan, or the land of the Hindoos; and our first stej) 
took us at once into one of the most celebrated provinces of ancient India, that of 
the Doab, a long and nariuw slip of country extending from the north-west to 
the south-west, between the Jumna and the (Janges. 'I’he name of Doilli ])erfectly 
characterises this position, being derived from the two words, do, two, and ah, 
waters (“ the two rivers ”). It w'as in a peniusida of tliis charactiir that the 
Brahmin settlers came and established themselves twent}' centuries bedore Christ; 
these vast plains, covered with a fertile alluvion and producing cxccdleiit corn 
croj)S, being perfectly adapted to their agricultural habits. Abandoning the 
conquest of the more hilly countries, which were dedended by brave populations, 
to the warlike Kshatryas, the Brahmins transformed the Doab into the land of 
the church; and here they |>eacefully devised and develo])ed those religious laws 
which were destined to become afriirwards the laws of all India. 

At the present day the Brahmins still form the majority of the population of 
the aocient Brahmavarta; Imt many of them have lost their sacred character, and 
have fallen to the rank of simple husbandmen. It is a strange fact that the 
type of the Doab peasantry is far from recalling their illustrious origin; they 
certainly are not all Brahmins, but doubtless spring from a mixture of the sacer¬ 
dotal caste with the ancient proprietors of the soil—the Yuts. A still more 
remarkable fact is that this country, so richly cultivated, and that, too, for 
probably forty centuries, still remains stationary at the agricultural jirocesses 
of the primitive ages. A piece of rough-hewn wood, simply reinforced by a 
conical piece of iron, still serves for a plough: and tlie peasant is ignorant of the 
spade, pickaxe, and harrow; he still contents himsedf with a hoc, with which he 
turns over the soil and breaks the clods. Wherever water is w-ithin reach, 
irrigation is employed, and the crops are veiy abundant.. The land is intersected 
besides by numerous canals, some of which dat'' back from fabulous ages, or from 
the Mahometan dominion, but the greater immber of them are the work of the 
English. The British Government has spent enormous sums for the. caijalisation 




liave devoted tliomselves especially to the cultivation of cotton, and this textile 
material has now become almost the most important production of the Do&b. Thus, 
at every village we passed wo sighted the machine-house, to which the peasants 
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bring their cotton to press or to sell. These presses are of tlie most primitivo 
description, and worked by hand; and their harsh, gjinding sound, acconiijaniod 
by the song of the labourers pushing the wheel in cadence, may be heard from 
a great distance. They generally belong to native or European houses, who 
in this manner centralise the cotton harvest of each village, which they buy 
directly from the peasants at a large profit. The establishment of these agencies 
in the principal localities is as profitable to the ])easaiit as it is to the merchant, 
and seems to have created, in a short space of time, a substantial source of 
affluence in these districts; whereas, liefore, the cotton, [trior to its transfer from 
the peasant to the merchant, had to pass tliroiigh the hands of twenty inter¬ 
mediaries, who doubled the price, without jtrofit either to the grower or to the 
buyer. 



THK MAUSOLKUM OF AKIIAH, AT HECCNDKA. 


After a journey of five hours we airived at the station of Hatras Hoad, where 
we took the rail. The station-master happened to be alisent, and was reiiresented 
by a Bengalese baboo, whom our airival threw into a state of excitement, which 
was aggravated by his inability to procure us the necessary van for conveying 
our horses as far as Aligurh, whei-e we intended stopping to pay a visit to a 
friend. He promised us, with endless protestations of fidelity, to take care of pur 
horses and servants during our absence, and to send them on to us by the next 
day’s train to Delhi. 

We soon heard the whistle of the locomotive; the train sto[)ped at the 
station, and we once more entered a railway-carriage, not without pleasure and some 
emotion. It seemed to me as though tlie touch of some fairy’s wand had trans¬ 
ported me to Europe. I stretched myself on the soft seats, and passed in review 
all the details of the compartment as though a railway-carriage were a new object 
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to me; and for the first time I felt rather ashamed of my travelling costume, 
which I saw reflected in a handsome glass hung over the cloak-holders. To add 
to the illusion, we at that moment were passing at full speed over a flat country, 
parcelled out in multicoloured fields, sprinkled with fruit trees, which might be 
taken as well for Beauce as for the UoA,l). 

At the end of an hour and a (piarter we were at Aligurh. Our friend, having 
had notice of our coming by a telegram, was waiting for us with his carriage at 
the station, which is at a short distance from the town, and he took us to his 
house, situated in the middle of a large and pleasant garden. 

Aligurh is a little jn'ovincial town, guarded by an ancient fortress, now con¬ 
verted into a prison; but it is the great centre of the cotton trade of the northern 
Dotlb. 

The next niorniug we again took to the railway. The country was as 
monotonous and utiifoi'in as before. The line turns off towards the west; and 
beyond the sandy horizon of the banks of the Jumna we saw rising before us the 
imposing outlines of the old imperial city, the great Delhi. A few minutes more, 
and we crossed the Jumna, over the magnificent tubular bridge; we passed the 
ancient fortress of Selimgarh ; the train stopped; “ Delhi! Delhi! ” shouted the 
guard; and wo were in the capital of the Badishabs. 
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DELHI. 

Delhi conipa.i''Ml io Rome.—Its Position.—Indnipechtii,—Shah Jehan’s Towai.—The Jiimiiiah 

Musjid.—The Imperial Piilaee.—The Throne of Peacocks.—The Imperial Baths.—The Street 

of Chaiidm Chovvk.—Tlie Cashmere Gate.—The Kala-Mnsjid.—A Piece of Advice to Tourists. 

—Exiaeriences of a Photographer in India.—A Bath d la Moyolc .—The Ulcers of Delhi. 

HE iiaino of Delhi shines out with incoinparalde hrilliaiicy in 
the liistory of India,—indeed, of all Asia. Around it are 
eoiioeatiuted all tlie glories and u)agni^icen(^e of tliat country 
tlie echoes of which sufficed to inebriate the European world 
during long centurie.s, and which, iulhaniing the ardour of 
adventur(ir,s, launched Columbus on the track of the New 
World, and urged Vasco di (lama, more fortunate than his rival, to face all the 
horrors of the Cape of Tempests. 

There is but one city in the world which can dispute the jtalm of so much 
glory with Delhi, and that city is Home, the cai)ital of the old European world, as 
Dellii was during so many centuries that of the Asiatic world. And even Itouic, 
the Eternal City, as it proudly styles itself, can scarcely measure its twenty-five 
centuries against the haughty Indrapechta, the capital of the Aryan empire liftcen 
or twenty centuries before our era. While Home presents to us the spectacle 
of a city gradually rising until it became, through the ambition of its citizens, 
mistress of the world, Delhi seems to have played an entirely different part. 
Eounded by invaders who were strangers to the soil of India, she was disputed 
and taken possession of alternately by the different conquerors who wore attracted 
by the splendours of the sacred peninsula; and by a strange superstition, which 
is still accepted at the present day, she became tlie palladium of India, and the 
destinies of the whole peninsula were allied to hers. It was thus that the English 
were never considered to be legally masters of the laud until their standard floated 
over the towers of Delhi. 

To write the history of Dellu, therefore, would be to write the history^ of 
India; and we certainly shall not attempt even a slight sketch of the plan of 
that gigantic work, which still remains to be entirely constructed. A few words, 
however, on the different phases of existence of the great city will enable the 
reader to follow us with greater profit in our exploration of the wonders heaped 
together in this single spot through so many centuries; and these we will endeavour 
to present to him rapidly. 

The most ancient historical legends of India mention three cities, Madlavnti, 
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Ilastiriapoora, and Indraijdclifca, which siTcceedcd each other on the site now 
occupied by modern Delhi. The last of these, Indrapechta, the name of which 
has remained attached to the modern city by the orthodox Hindoos up to the 
present day, was founded, according to their extravagant chronology, in the year 
3101 before the Cliristiau ora; and among the heroes of the great Indian epic 
poem, the Muhabharata, is found the name of Youdishtcra, who reigned over 
Indra])6chta in the fifteenth century before Christ. 

Aphrt from the fabulous ejwpee, we see the name of Delhi appear in the year 
57 li e., as a new city founded on the already ten-century-old ruins of Jndrapeclita 
liy King Dilvu, whose dynasty fell after an era the prosjierity of which is attested 
by the s])lendour of the monuments it has left us. 'J’his city, abandoned in its 
turn, fell to ruins, and, being rebuilt in 736 by Anung I’iil, became the capital of 
the Touar empire; but the successors of this prince again left 1 )elhi for Canouj. 
Itaised from its ruins l>y Anung I’al II. in 1060, it was successively destroyed 
and rebuilt by Vi^iila Deva in 1152, and by the Sultan Koutnb in 1193. 

Having become tbe capital of the groat Mussulman empire in India, Delhi 
was transported, at the caprice of each new dynasty, to new sites; and in the 
course of this poregiination, which only terminated at the foundation of the 
modern city by Shah Jehan in 1631, the migratory city bestrewed with its ruins 
a plain of thirty miles along the banks of the .Jumna. In no other place in the 
world, not even in Eonie itself, does there exist so enormous an a.ssemblagc of 
ancient monuments collecteil in one spot. The plain of Delhi deserves te be 
regarded as the national archaiological museum of India, for it displays side by 
side the finest existing specimens of the different styles of architecture of the 
country, from the time when the Hindoos first used cut stone, up to the period 
nearest to our own days. 

Tlie exploration of this m.agnificent and unequalled collection seemed to me 
to bo a worthy crowning-point to the long series of studies 1 had iij) to this time 
devoted to the moimments of Ilajasthan and Hindostau. After Delhi, the 
countries towards which I was about to direct my course would offer me but few 
and insignificant subjects for research, that is, of this description. 1 therefore 
resolved, although the field had already been frequently overrun by my prede¬ 
cessors, to devote at least a month to the ancient capital of India. I do not, 
however, intend to make my readers participate in these labours. The reproduc¬ 
tions of my photographs, which I am happy in being able to present to them, 
accompanied by brief descrii)tions in the course of my journal, will perndt them 
to appreciate the noble beauty of the monuments of which they are the object, 
and to comprehend my enthusiasm in view of this accimiulation of wonders, in 
itself a complete volume, in which all the records of the groat history of India 
appear traced out as upon so many pages. 

, January 2$th .—On getting out of the railway-carriage at the station of 
Delhi, we found a sort of small omnibus, which took us to the travellers’ 
bungalow. Idie introduction of railways has not yet brought about the opening 
of an, hotel for Europeans, so that, comparatively speaking, the numerous tourists 
who come from Calcutta are obliged to become acquainted with the ancient 
institution of the dAk bungalow, the use of which, out of countries traversed only 
rarely by travellers, it is difficult to understand. Not that I intend to depreciate 
the system of bungalows, owing them as I do such a debt of gratitude; but to 
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see one of those modest dwelling-places in the midst of a populous city, con¬ 
siderably influenced by a long European occupation, and especially to see it on 
getting out of a railway-carriage, gave me the impression wliich a tent fixed for the 
accommodation of strangers in the heart of I’aris would produce. My disappoint¬ 
ment, at not finding an liotel only proved to me how quickly I was resuming the 
notions of the civilised man, and that the few hours 1 had j\ist passed in a train 
had made me forget the long years during wliich I had mai-clied along the roads 
of India on the back of a camel or an elephant, expecting no other resting-place 
than the tent wearily carried behind us. My disappointment, however, was of 
short duration, for, besides having the pleasure of finding all my campaigning 
paraphernalia, tent, horses, and servants, which had preceded me several days 
before, comfortably install^ed beside the bungalow, I disimvercd to my satisfaction 
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that the travellers’ dwelling had been, contrary to the usual custom, placed in the 
very centre of the modern city, within easy reach of all the curiosities it con¬ 
tained. On the one hand, I saw the rose-coloured .sandstone walls of the 
imperial palace towering with their indented battlmuents; and on the other, at 
the end of a large square, stood the imposing mass of the great mosque, darting 
upwards towards the sky its two tall marble minarets. • 

After taking possession of the room which was allotted to us by the rules at the 
rate of one rupee per day, I left the bungalow, and, accompanied by Schaumburg, 
proceeded towards the mo.squo, the sacred Jummah Musjid, one of the monuments 
which the Mussulmans of Central Asia and of India most venerate and admire. 
This edifice, entirely com])o.sed of red sandstone, is rai,sed upon an immen.se 
terrace, to the summit of which three magnificent pyramidal staircases lead, each. 
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terminating in a monumental doorway. We then found ourselves in a fine 
marble-paved court, surrounded with cloisters of singular lightness and elegance, 
and oniamentcd in the centre with a fountain of a winding shape, designed for 
the ablutions of the faithful. At the end of this court, the broad fagade of the 
inos(pie extends. It is composed of a long row of low narrow arches, on each side 
of a lofty doorway, in the fonn of a pointed arched niche; and three wliite marble 
domes, with black mouldings, much too large in proportion to the moderate height 
of the,facade, crown the edifice, which is flanked by two superb minarets, stripped 
longitudinally with white and pink, and elevating a delicate cupola of white 
marble in the air to a great heiglit. The whole effect is grand and imposing; 
and, notwitlistanding some defect.?, we may agree witli Fergusson that the great 
masque of Dellii is the masterpiece of Indo-Mnssulinan religions architecture: 
but what no description can do justice to—and even engraving itself is powerless 
to assist it—is tlu! incomparable effect produced by the vivid though severe 
colours which clothe every jiart of the building, when they are illuminated l»y 
the glorious sun of India. The dark red of the galleries, the black and white 
marbles of the fa(,:ade, the whiteness of the domes crowned by glittering golden 
pinnacles, and the rose-coloured stripings of the minarets, stand out against the 
blue background of the sky without any crudeness, but rather with a severe 
harmony, ju-oving the; care with which the ai'cliitect had combined and matched 
the varied shades, and skilfully calcadated their effects, according to the dilferent 
pai'ts of the edifice they were connected witli. 

The interior of the mosejue is of luxurious simplicity. Its roof, ])illars, and 
pavement, of the purest white marble, are embroidered with fine and delicate 
arabc.s(iues rarved in the stoiu); and, on the walls, slabs of black marble bear 
short inscriptions in praise of (fod, ami in memory of Shah Jehan, the founder of 
the masque. Formerly no European could penetrate into the interior of the 
mo.sque; but since 1857 this interdiction has been removed. An old moollah 
courteously did the honours of the temple, and invited us to mount to the top of 
one of the minarets to enjoy the view to be seen thence. I'lie spectacle really 
compensated for the fatigue we underwent in mounting the two hundred and odd 
steps of a staircase so narrow as barely to admit the passage of a man. 

Seated beneath the little marble cupola, my eyes wandered over one of the 
mo.st interesting panoramas 1 have ever had the opportunity of contemplating. 
At my feet lay the iiKMlern city, Shahjehanabad, as the Indians call it, with its 
ten’aced houses, among which wind tlie narrow streets thronged with a busy crowd, 
and with its many mosques and its palaces now either deserted or converted into 
bamicks; and beyond the ranqrarts stretched a vast level plain, of a sandy appear¬ 
ance, bounded on the west by a line of greyish rocks, and on the east by the bed 
of the blue Jumna. Scattered over the plain were groups of edifices, domes, 
columns, and pavilions, whose outlines fad(‘d away on the horizon to the south; 
above which ro.se a nanow point I rnidd distinguish only with the help of the 
guide, being in fact no other than the colossus of this expanse, the gigantic 
Koutub. 

After a tolerably long .stay in our aerial observatory, we once more reached 
the pavement cf the court; where the moollah, with an air of great mystery, pro¬ 
posed to show us the precious relics which have obtained for the mo.sque its fame 
of sanctity. He led us into a small nook, the door of which, carefully bolted. 
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opened to us by the keeper only on the promise of a rupee honorarium. On our 
admission, the old priest solemnly opened a sort of gilt tabernacle, and took from 
it a silver case wliich he slowly unscrewed, piously muttering the name of Allah. 
At last he placed before us a hair, some inches in length, stiff and red, set in a 
silver tube. “ The beard of the holy prophet! ” he said, lx)wiug reverently. This 
hair, according to tradition, really came from Mahomet’s beard; and the relic is 
the glory of Delhi, while it is the envy of all the Mussulman cities, for it is only 
Medma, Cairo, and Constantinople which possess anything so precious. N.ext the 
priest exhibited to us a sandal, a camel-hair girdle, and several portions of the 
prophet’s garments; the presentation of each of these relics being accompanied by 
numberless genuflexions, which would have inspired strange reflections in him 
who was the object of tlimn if he could have seen them. What would Mahomet, 
the fierce iconoclast, tlfe uisdainer of idols and relics, say could ho see his faithful 
follawers yielding to trifling objects those marks of veneration which are due only 
to God ? Away! After overthrowing the masterpieces of the Greeks and Homans, 
and prohibiting even the very outline of an animal creature in your te.inples, all 
hLs orders and commands have eventuated in having a miserable hair and a shape¬ 
less sandal raised in the sanctuary as divine! Man is born a fetisliist, and ever 
returns to Ids fetish. 

* After having restored these different objects to the tabernacle, they sh(}wed us 
relics of another description. These were indeed true relics, which one could 
regard only with respect; they were venerable dusty manuscripts; amongst 
winch, in the first rank, tigiired a Koran in fine characters, written under the 
dictation of Mahomet by the hand of his son-in-law Imam Hussein; and I also 
saw an elegant copy of the Koran in Arab characters by one of the sons of the 
Emperor Shall Jelian. 

To finisli the day, not having time to continue our visit to tlie city, we 
emerged by the south-western gate, and strolled over the sands of the Jumna. 
Seated on the banks of the river, we saw the sun gilding its domes and minarets 
and cnveloj>ing the whole of its magnilicent outline in a iliiming light. Night was 
fast approaching, and it was with some troulile tliat we succeeded in reaching the 
gate, in the inhlstot a deafening concert struck up by the jackals, wlio, (iinboldcned 
by the darkness, rose from every turn of the road. 

January 26lh .— Early in the morning we proceeded to the imperial palace, 
a vast citadel witli high ramparts of pink siuidstone, occupying almost the entire 
eastern part of the city; and wliosc exterior appearance strongly reminds one of 
the great fortress of Akbar at Agra. Tlie elaborately constructed walls, orna¬ 
mented with raised bands and indented battlements, overlook a wide deep moat, 
which the English have partly masked by some earthwork.s. In the centre of 
each of the fronts of the quadrilateral stands a fine gateway flatdeed by small 
towers, and crowned with kiosks with marble domes; and a sort of bastion, into 
which a portal encircled by slender minarets opens, defends each of these gate¬ 
ways. These fortifications, a real monument of art, formidable in pa,st times, but 
insignificant at the present day, belong to the best period of the great Indo- 
Mussulman art of the reign of Shah Jehan. 

It was not without emotion that I crossed the threshold of the noble citadel 
of the great Moguls, so long inaccessible to vulgar mortals, and which no one 
could approach in former times without first bowing to the earth. This palace 
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long was the wonder of the world, and the receptacle of dazzling Asiatic mag¬ 
nificence. 

I recalled to mind those descriptions which were judged to be fabulous, and 
yet were so truthful, given by my fellow-countrymen Bernier and Tavernier, who 
in a few precious pages, written in a simple and natural style, have left us pictures 
of these pomps of the court of tlie Great Mogul, which they had been able to 
gaze upon, and which had left a dazzling impression on their minds. Tavernier, 
however, as a jeweller, was less likely than another to let himself be easily dazzled, 
and yet his narrative seems borrowed from some fairy tale. Crowds of soldiers 
and courtiers, splendidly attired; the tumult of palau(|uins; plumed horses; 
elephants with houdahs of ivory and gold; slaves bearing rich parasols,—such 
was the sight which met the eye of the stranger as he approached the gate of the 
imperial palace, the very walls of which were almost hidden beneath the folds of 
the khanats of embroidered fabrics and the long state banners. Scarcely had they 
penetmted into the enclosure when the scene became like fairyland. Marble- 
paved courts, ornamented with many fountains, and groves of orange and other 
valuable trees were encircled by palaces with marble walls resembling ivory, and 
di.splaying from between their indemted arcades iierfect rivulets of gold, silver, and 
precious stones. 

How times arc changed, and how different was the sight which now met Iny 
gaze! English soldiers with (pniint helmets of plaited stmw, dressed in sun- 
jackets, filled the vast guard-house, and their guttural tones rang through the 
pointed arches of the roof. We then passed through the great gate, and behold! 
we were in the interior of the citadel. Alas! ugly, liideous barracks obstructed 
the horizon on every side; all that survived was a long pavilion, who,se festooned 
arcades have been cai'efully walled up with bricks, so as to form frightful square 
windows furnished with wooden shutters. 1’his poor pavilion, the ancient Naobut 
Khana of the emperors, was conspicuous even under its English di.sguise amid the 
ban-acks which boldly displayed their symmetrical rows of brand-new bricks. 
Assuredly it would have been more charitable to have obliterated it entirely. 

I was about to retire sorrowfully, not caring to carry so sad an exploration 
any farther, when I perceived a soldier running towards me. “ There it is, sir," 
he said, pointing in an opposite direction to that I was pursuing. “ What is 
tliere ? ” inquired I. “ Tlie palace.” “ The palace ? ” “ Yes, sir, all that remains 
of the palace of the old rajahs. It is worth seeing; and, if you gentlemen would 
like to follow me, 1 will show it you.” 

We followed our guide, and, doubling the Haobut Klmna, we fonnd ourselves 
in a second court, at the extremity of which stands a very fine palace in tlie 
Mogul style, unfortunately disfigured in the same way by brick partitionings. 
This was formerly the Dewani-Am, or hall of state audiences; a vast hall, the 
roof of w’hich, decorated with mosaics, was supported by numerous elegantly 
shaped columns. None of these splendours are now visible: the ceilings have 
been coated with whitewasli, and clerks are installed in the offices which fill this 
jiart of the palace at the present day. In one of the halls are still to be seen 
the throne and the marble dais where the emperor took his seat. On leaving the 
I)ewani-Am, we crossed a .spacious square, also lined with modern buildings, and 
reached the Dewani-KliAs, the celebrated throne-room. 

This pavilion was the wonder of the palace; and, although stripped of its 
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principal treasures^ it is still a perfect gem. Seen from tlie exterior, it is a large 
kiosk of white marble, of gi'eat simplicity ; but its interior is of unheard-of 
richness: the pillars, the arches, and the cordons of the roof are worked in 
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marvellous arabesques designed with precious stones incrusted in the marble; 
and tire sun playing through the arcades on these delicious mosaics seems to give 
life to these airy garlands of flowers of lapis-lazuli, onyx, sardonyx, and a thousand 
other precious stones. 
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Here we must refer to Tavernier’s narrative, to form an idea of what this hall 
must have been in the days of Mogul splendour. The ceiling, he relates, was 
encased in a tissUe of gold and silver, of admirable workmanship; which he, as a 
jeweller, valued at the enormous sum of twenty-seven millions of francs. Heavy 
silken draperies, confined by chains of gold, made a framework to the arcades 
si>anning the circumference of the hall; and, finally, in the centre stood the 
wonder of wonders, the famous Throne of Peacocks. This throne, of massive 
gold, ineasured six feet in length, four feet in width, and formed a sort of estrade, 
tlie back of wbicli, covered witli delicate enamelling, spread itself out in the form 
of a peacock’s tail; and a dais in solid gold, bordered with a long thick fringe of 
fine peai’ls, and resting upon twelve golden columns, covered the rear of the throne, 
the front of which was sheltered by two immense vclv(^t parasols embroidered with 
pearls, with gold handles iidaid with diamonds. This 'liiasterpiece of goldsmith’s 
art had been executed by a French goldsmith, Austin of Bordeaux, attached Jto the 
court of Shah Jehan, and had cost, according to Tavernier’s calculation, a hundred 
and fifty millions of francs. It was taken from the emperors of Delhi in 1739 
by Nadir Shah of Persia. 

To the left of the Dewani-Klifts lie the private apartments of the emperors 
—a long suite of halls and rooms, with inlaul marble walls ; pretty courts, 
ornamented with reservoirs and fountains, and elegant kiosks closed in with right 
marble lacework. 

Not far from the private apartments are the Akbary Hummouin, or imperial 
baths, the best preserved and most interesting portion of this immense palace. It. 
is well known what an important share of Oriental existence is occupied by the 
l)aths. It is there that the listless Asiatic passes the most agreeable moments t i 
his day; we need not therefore be astonished at the luxury and refinement dis- 
l)layed in every detail of the imperial baths; nothing seems to have been spared 
to render them the most charming spot in the whole palace. We first entered 
some small circular rooms, lighted by a narrow ojiening placed in the centre of 
the cu])ola-shaped roof; the floor of which, paved with white marble, was covered 
with delicate mosaics rcijreseuting flowers strewn iiTegularly. In the centre of 
each room was either a bath or a sort of sofa on which to receive the inhalations, 
invariably of marble inlaid with precious stones; and on every side wound the 
bronze pipes whicli conveyed water of different degrees of heat, and steam. A 
Mussulman guide, who led us through the rooms of the palace, supplied me with 
the several details of the imperial bath. The city, however, possesses at the 
})reseut day an establishment where the tradition of the Mogul baths is still 
preserved, and where I can convince myself by exjHjrience of their much-toasted 
delights. 

On leaving the Akbary ITummoum, we visited the Moti-Musjid, the Mosque 
of Pearls, where the emperors came to perfonn their devotions. It is a small 
chapel, a perfect gem of carved ivory, but with nothing of the imposing severity 
wliich characterises its namesake of the palace of Agra We then passed through 
the spacious grounds formerly occupied by the fairy-like gardens of the palace, so 
often sung of by the Mogul poets, and where now only a few sickly trees, half 
buried in the ruins, remain standing. 

Leaving the palace by the great gate of the Padishahs, we saw a magnificent 
wide and straight street stretching out before us—a sort of boulevar’, planted 



THE STREET OF CHANDNI CHOWK. 


SIS 

with trees, and lined with handsome, regularly built houses. This was Chandiii 
Chowk, the glory and pride of ShahjelianaW, as the natives commonly call 
modern Delhi. Tliis street, which is really very fine, passes through the city in a 





straight line from the great gate of the iwilace to the gate of Lahore; and it is here 
that the chief tradesmen of Delhi are to be found. Tlie shops, reseiubling square 
recesses, of almost uniform dimensions, are crammed with valuable and curious 
articles—Cashmere shawls, Bashampore gauzes, arms from the Punjaub, carved 
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baskets from Shekawattee, and lacquer work from Scinde. Farther on are the 
bankers, who, without seeming to dread their mutual vicinity, occupy a long row 
of adjoining shops. Then come the shoemakers, renowned for their prow-shaped 
shoes embroidered with silk, and their elegant Turkish slippers; the hatters, who 
make the golden toques of the Mirzas and the citizens’ light caps, and who arrange 
the strangely fsishioned turbans distinctive of each caste; goldsmiths, exhibiting 
jewels of a workmanship as delicate as it is artistic; pastrycooks, displaying their 
tempting cakes, wliich they knead and bake in presence of the public; &c., &a ; 
each one of these different trades forming a sort of group almost entirely separate 
from the other. 

Although the English have deprived Delhi of its title as capital, and have 
made it a deirendeiiey of tlie government of the North',Western I’rovinces, it has 
none the less continued to be regarded by all the Indians as their capital. There 
is, besides, no other city, except Liihore, which can be cornjjared to it ifi real 
importance. Its money market is still the chief one in all Southern Asia, and its 
bankers extend their business connections as far as Muscat, Caltool, Ladak, and Yar¬ 
kand—that is to say, over Arabia, Affghanistan, 'i'hit«)t, and Turkestan. Thus the 
crowds which fill the street of Chandni Ghowk at all hours of the day form a most 
interesting study. The type best calculated to arrest attention in the first instance 
is that of the natives of Dellii. Doth Hindoos and Mussulmans are remarkable 
for a degree of elegiince and care for their pereonal appearance, which denotes tlie 
influence of the long stay of the Mogul Court in this city. Their countenances 
are lively and intelligent, and they are courteous and affable towards strangers, 
although it is perhaps as w’cll not to reckon too muc-h on these very superficial 
qualities with regard to Eurojieans. Their women also are veiy elegantly dressed ; 
the Hindoo ladies in a coloured sarri and plaited skirt, and the Mussulman in loose 
vests and pantaloons gathered in at the ankle. After the natives of Delhi come 
the Affghans, lleloochees, and representatives of almost all the races inhabiting the 
valleys of the Punjaub and the slopes and plateaux of the Himalayiis. 

On leasecnding the Chandni Chowk, we passed a sort of guard-house of modern 
construction, insignificant enough in itself, biit the name of whicli alone is suflicient 
to make every inhabitant of Delhi tremble. It is the Kotwali, or native town- 
hall; in front of which the guilty defenders of the city were brought in 1857, 
after the taking of the city by the English, and were there executed. 

Passing the Kotwali, we entered another fine large street, which cuts the 
Chandni Chowk at light angles, and soon reached the gate of Cashmere, lire 
English have left it in the state to which it was reduced after the siege and 
capture in the great rebellion ; the creviced casemates, and stones starred by the 
shock of the balls, being still visible. The ramparts surrounding modern Delhi 
date from the reign of Shah Jehan; but, being built of granite, and protected 
by a deep moat and a high embankment, they still form a tolerably formidable 
system of defence. The walls occupy a circuit of seven miles, and have twelve 
gates. 

From the Cashmere gate a road lined with trees leads to the English civil and 
military cantonments, situated a mile and a half to the north. We returned to 
the city, and strolled across the narrow crooked bazaars, crowded with people, whidi 
radiate round the Chandni Chowk; but we met nothing worthy of notice in our 
walk, unless, indeed, we may mention the Kala Mnsjid, or Black Mosque, a dark 
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building of curious architecture, which stands at a short distance from tlie Turco¬ 
man gate. This mosque is the only edifice anterior to the reign of Shah Johan 
enclosed at the present day within the walls of the city. 

On returning to the bungalow after our long excursion, we found the entrance 
to our apartment invaded by a regular swarm of tradesmen, prepared to offer us 
the curiosities of the capital for sale. The verandah, on which the dealers 
exliibited their wares, presented the appearance of a regular bazaar; shawls, stuffs, 
antelopes’ horns, wcairons, caskets, fans, bronzes, and statuettes l)eing displayed in 
the most picturesque and tempting disoitler. Nevertheless, resisting all their 
temptations, we relentlessly sent away all these greedy ■si)eculators, who, profiting 
by the inexperience of tourists, rob them with impunity, selling them articles at 
rates ten and even twqn^) times in excess of those current in the bazaar. To 
qualify the tourist who is not sufficiently acquainted with the language of the 
country and the customs of the bazaar to encounter these unscnipulous inter¬ 
mediaries, the Iwst plan is to beat down the price of the articles offered to him 
according to this standard. Ilis offers will evoke ironical laughs and torrents of 
exclamations at first; but the dealers, after carefully packing up their precious 
trinkets and leaving him, will soon return and yield up their goods at the prices 
offered, though not without pulling their beards and wringing their hands in 
token of despair, and protesting against bargains which their poverty alone 
compels them to accept 

Among the dmlers who came to the bungalow at Delhi there was one class, 
however, that merits greater indulgence from the tourist, and which I certainly 
accorded to them ; I mean the miniature-painters. These artists (for amojig them 
there are a few who deserve this title) execute very pretty copies on ivory of the 
principal monumeirts of Dellii and Agra; and their prices conrparatively are very 
reasonable, since their works, although of re.markable finish, have never been much 
liked by English tourists. They are, for the most part, descendants of the painters 
formerly attached to the Court of the Mogitls; and they have ineserved by tradi¬ 
tion the portraits of the principal persorrages of that dynasty, which they repro¬ 
duce in the fornr of very pretty miniatures. A not less interesting fact is that 
some very curious and very correct copies of the prirrcdpal nronunrents of Mecca 
are found amongst their works. 

January 2jth .—The rnorrting was-devoted to photography. Followed by the 
servants with my apparatus, I repeated my yesterday's excursion; but this time I 
did not return home until I had fixed on my plates all the principal monuments 
of the city. 

One thing that impressed me during the whole course of my travels was the 
extoeme obligingness with which the Indians everywhere accommodate themselves 
to the sometimes imperious requirements of the photographer, llieir curiosity 
never borders on indiscretion ; and, ns soon as they perceive the ai)paratus directed 
towards a certain point, they are very careful not to disturb the operation in the 
smallest degree. A movement or a sign from the photographer is sufficient to 
stop the crowds in a street for .several minutes; and if he wishes to animate his 
scene by the introchiction of special figures, the passers-by will always yield good- 
humouredly to his fancy. This is a fact worthy of notice, and it seems to mo 
that it is a very characteristic proof of the gentleness and tractability of the 
Hindoo people. Without wishing to make ill-natured comparisons, I should like 
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to fisk the paiiitei’s and lAotographers who travel in France whether they ever 
found the same consideration and civility amongst our peasants. 

On returning from my photographic rounds I was conducted to the Mogul 
haths, to enable me personally to acquire experience of this much-vaunted method 
of ablution. These baths really diflbr very little from the Turkish baths. The 
liather is first introduced into a series of chambers, heated at increasing tempera¬ 
tures ; the attendant then, after sprinkling him with a jug of tepid water, wliich 
seems icy, lays him on a marble table, and lathers his body all over with soap, 
shampooing and kneading it until the bather is in a complete state of exhaustion. 
He is then enveloped in a warm blanket and placed on a sofa, wliere, after an 
hour’s sleep, he finds himself refreshed; but the sensation is delusive, for the 
rough process leaves him but little fitted for any occupation during the remainder 
of the d<ay. It is, in short, a hygienic system excellently well adapted, doubtless, 
for the idle and drowsy Asiatic, but not much to bo recommended to the Euro¬ 
pean, who is accustomed to an active life. 

Jlelhi, situated in the midst of large plains watered by numerous rivers, enjoys 
a liealthy climate. Its winters, which are cool and agreeable, can only be com¬ 
pared to the finest days of our spring, while the summer really is not insupport- 
able, except during the brief period wlum those terrible hot winds blow, of which 
ray readers have liad my experience under the head of Jeypore. Delhi is, how¬ 
ever, afflicted with a very strange evil, wliich makes it one of the most dreaded 
places for the English ollicers and functionaries. This evil, known by the name 
of the “Delhi ulcer,” is caused by a speci.al infection of the drinking-water. Any 
one who drinks this water, e,ven once only, after a certain period, sometimes even 
after a long time Ims elapsed, will see appearing on difl'ercnt parts of his body 
leal ulcers, extremely difficult to cure. These ulcers have no analogy with the 
(Juiuea worm or the ringworm produced by various waters in India and other 
countries; they are positive sores. . The only way to avoid the contagion is to 
submit the water destined for puriioses of focnl to the process of boiling. Gene¬ 
rally speaking, strangers making only a short stay in Delhi will not trouble them¬ 
selves to take these precautions, and they are wrong; for I myself knew at 
(Jalcutta a person who had been attacked by the malady, although, in a few 
hours’ stay at Delhi, he had drunk only a glass of water. According to native 
liclief, this evil made its appearance after the taking of the city by the English in 
1857 ; and it more especially attacks Europeans, who are thereby, according to 
fanatics, branded for their impiety by the hand of Allah. 
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^ . THE PLAIN OF DELHI. 

Th« T^wn anti the Palace of Fcroze.—Asoka’s Necillc.—The Citiulel of the roumiin Kila.—The 
Affglian Mosque.—The Tomb of Houinayoun.—An Inijtertincnt Hyteiia liuiitud in iny Bed¬ 
room.—Nizam-ood-deen.—Arab-Ka-Stjrai.—The Mansi ileum of Suftur .lung.—Circles ami 
Gnomons.—A Night in a Tomb.—An Extempore Nautch. 

ANUAKY 31 ST. —We coinmeiiced lo-thiy ottr exj)loraliori.s of the 
plain of Delhi;—a vast necropolis, strewed over many square 
miles with the ruins of nine cities which successively bore the 
same name. 

Early in the morning Sclunmd)iirg and 1 mounted our horsc.s, 
and left the town by the southern gate, or Delhi Durwazx 
Within a few yards of the ramparts we entered upon the field of the dead, and 
our horses’ hoofs returned a dull sound on the hard uneven ground, a strange 
accumulated moss of bricks !ind fragments of stone and cement, beneath which 
sleep so many genuration.s. It is here that formerly stood, great and poi)ulous, 
the imperial city founded by Eeroze, one of tlie mo.st enlightened princes the 
Aflgdian dynasty ever produced. On one side its ramparts were miiTored in the 
blue waters of the Jumna; on the other its sid.)urbs, traversed by several canals 
of soft water, extended to the westward hills. Ihit he who styled himself tlie 
Scourge of God, the fierce 'J’artar, Tamerlane, came witli his hordes in 1398 ; and, 
on the spot where the superb Delhi of the fourteenth century had stood, he left 
only a mass of ruins on which even the griiss refuses to grow. One single edifice 
resisted the fury of the lame conqueror.It was tlie palace of Eeroze, which to the 
present day raises its biire skeleton, full of imjiosing grandeur, in the midst of this 
solitude which once was a i ity. 

The palace, in which the natives see an ancient citadel, and which for that 
reason they call Eeroze-lva-Kota, is a building of very original character. It is 
composed of four squai'e terraces, superposed in the form of a pyramid, eacli side 
having a considerable number of arches ; at tlie corners of each storey were plilced 
pavilions surmounted by cujiolas, of which only two specimens remain ; and, to 
crown the whole, from the summit of the terrace springs a magnificent monolith, 
thirty-seven feet in height In tlie days of its splendour this palace, with its 
great facades overlaid with stucco and painted in bright colours, its broad terraces, 
its blue enamelled domes, and its stone spire encased in an envelope of gold, must 

* It is known that the great Tartar conqueror, who brought fire and bloodshed throughout all Asia 
from 1370 to 1406, was lame from bis birth. 
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have presented a coup-d'ceil as strange as it was admirable, and it must have 
powerfully impressed the barbarous companions of Tamerlane when they gazed 
at it for the first time. The stone needle which surmounts the palace of Eeroze 
is one of the most interesting and curious monuments of ancient India, for in it 
we see one of the stone columns which the Buddhist emperor Asoka caused to be 
erected in different parts of his empire towards the year 250 before the current 
era; and what gives it a still greater interest is that arehasologists consider these 
coluTtfus as the first attempts made by the Indians to employ cut stone in their 
architecture. 

This cohimn, or lat, is a monolith of red sandstone, of cylindrical form, gradu¬ 
ally tapering towards tlxe point. It measures thirty-seven feet in height, and leu 
feet four inches in girth at the base; and on its cardiully polished surface are 
seen several inscriptions, which have for centuries defied the ingenuity of learned 
Arabs and Europeans. Tlie principal one treats of the publication of one of the 
religious edicts of Asoka, written in Pali, and deciphered for the first time by the 
illustrious Oriental scholar, I’rinsep. The Mussulman historians of the reign of 
Fcroze relate that the prince ordered this lat, which liad stood amongst the ruins 
of a pagan temple situated on the banks of the Jumna, to be removed and con¬ 
veyed at an enormous e.xpenso to Delhi, where it was placed at the top of, the 
imperial palace; and under the name of Minar Zurin, or Column of Gold (it had 
been covered with .sheets of this metal), it was long regarded as the palladium of 
the empire. It is difficult to understand how it was spared by Tamerlane?, who 
merely strii)ped it of its rich covering. 

Near the palace of Feroze stands a large mosipie, of a simple and severe style 
of architecture, which has also escaped the general ruin. 

For a whole hour we wandered through the rooms of the palace, the arches 
of whicli, formed of a bluish granite, and joined together by a cement of extreme 
solidity, are even now very strong; and, after having taken a photograph of the 
whole, we set out again on our road. 

Now for a quarter of an hour we plodded wearily through heaps of ruins and 
broken pieces of walls, and at last reached a fine granite gateway relieved by 
bands of red sandstone, which marks the entrance to the city built in 141S by 
the Emperor I)a 61 at Lodi, close to the very site of the Delhi of the Emperor 
Feroze, that had been destroyed some years before by Tamerlane. This city 
disappeared in its turn; and the citadel alone remains, picturesquely perched on 
a little eminence which formerly coirstituted its centre; a fine large pathway 
leading to the ruined gate of the fortress, which at the present day bears the 
name of I'ourana Kila, or Old Fort. Passing through a handsome gateway flanked 
by the guard-house, wo found ourselves in a vast enclosure, half occupied 
by a poor Hindoo village, above which wore visible the lofty cupolas of tlie 
ancient edifices. The most remarkable of these is the Kala Musjid, or Black 
Mos([ue, a fine specimen of Affghan architecture; a long narrow edifice, surmounted 
by three massively shaped domes, and presentitig a fine fa<,iade perforated by five 
iwinted arches of diflerent heights. The body of the edifice, in red sandstone, 
is set olf by bands and roses of white marble, covered with delicate sculptures; 
but the inner halls have no ornament save a few graceful marble Mblas, pointing 
out to true believers the direction of Mecca. Fine mosaics, now much damaged, 
formerly decorated the ceiling. 
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Near this moscjuo stands a rather handsome stone pavilion, which was used 
as a library by the Pathan emperors. It was here that Houinayouri, who after a 
long exile had just recovered the throne of his father, perished miserably by idl¬ 
ing from the top of a ladder, upon which he had mounted to reach a book from 
the shelves of his library. This prince, the true founder of the dynasty of the 
Great Moguls, rests in a superb tomb to the south of the Pourana Kila, which we 
visited on leaving the old fortress. 



MAUSOLEUM or HOUMAVOUN, PLAIN OP UELHI. 


This mausoleum is one of the noblest monuments on the plain of Delhi. Its 
imposing mass of white marble and rose-coloured sandstone, surmounted by a 
dome of great beauty, rises in the middle of a vast terrace, occupying the centre 
of a garden full of flowers, encircled by graceful kiosks of red stone; and under 
the broad cupola lies the simple and unoniamented tombstone which covers the 
ashes of the first of the Moguls. 

We passed the rest of the day at the mausoleum of Houmayoun. One of 
the kiosks of the garden, transformed into a bungalow by the English, afforded us 
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a coiiifdrtablc lodgiirg for the night; and our servants, who Iiad already preceded 
us tliither in the morning, served up a dinner, to wliich the high wind that liad 
blown all day, and the fatigue of our excursion, imparted a savoury relish. 

In the evening an incident occurred which threw our party into great excite¬ 
ment. We were quietly smoking our cigars on the terrace of the mausoleum, 
wlien I saw the servants running and calling for help, while at the same time, 
before the open door of our bungalow, our dogs wore struggling like mad creatures, 
and barking at some invisible object. “ A pautlier in monsieur’s bedroom! ” cried 
my bearer, trembling with friglit, as ho approached me. We rushed towards the 
bungalow in hot haste; but on the way 1 recollected tliat all our guns were in 
tliat very room. Wliat was to be done? The servants, who had remained 
behind, entreated me not to go farther; tlie dogs kept on“l.»(j,rking furiously; and 
I could distinctly hear a low growling in answer to their cries. It would have 
been dangerous to risk oneself in that direction unarmed; especially as ‘the 
presence of a panther would not have l.)een a surprise, for these animals abound 
in the neighbouring mountains, and must certfiinly extend their excursions as far 
as the Jumna. 

After a moment’s deliberation, seeing that the mysterious occupant of our 
apartment did not make up his mind to come out, 1 c-aused some rags to be 
soaked in oil, and, setting light to them, placed them at the end of a slick, with 
wliich I advanced towards the door, in front of which the dogs had never ceased' 
to mount guard. On reaching it, 1 threw the flaming rags into the room; their 
introduction was greeted from the interior with a strange giggling laugh, which 
put our brave companions to flight; and in an instant the light discovered to us, 
crouching almo.st under the bed, with its hairs bristling and large eyes glaring, 
and showing its threatening fangs, a fine-sized hyaaia. The incident was con¬ 
verted from the tragic to the ridiculou.s. On learning that it was only a hyama 
the servants came running, and one of them, a .syce, an able-bodied fellow, oflered 
to go, in the very face of this most cowardly of all (iarnivorous iiuimals—rendered 
still more timid by the sight of the fire—and fetch my gun, which lay ready 
loaded against a chair pretty near the door. At one sjiring the gun was reached, 
and placed in my hands, while the .servants held their sabres and knives in 
readiness. SuiTounded by all these warriors, now full of daring, 1 had the dogs 
removed and took aim at the animal; the shot was soon discharged; and, before 
the smoke had comidetely cleared away, I perceived the unfortunate hyicna, who, 
badly wounded, crawled to (he door, where the sabres of the men soon despatched 
her; and we retired to rest, not witliout laughing heartily over the emotions of 
the evening and the episode of the hyiena-hunt in a bedroom. 

Fcbrnari/ id .—The mausoleum of Houtnayoun forms the centre of a vast 
cemetery spreading over the whole plain of Delhi, from the J urana to the western 
hills; and the tombs which compose this immense necropolis are of every de.scrip- 
tion, from the modest tombstone to the massive edifice surmounted by a lofty 
dome and covered with those bricks enamelled in such bright and delicate tints, 
the secret of which is lost 

The principal group is ranged around the little village called Arab-ka-serai, 
and interesting monuments abound there; Imt we shall limit ourselves to noticing 
a fine mausoleum of the Fathan period (the fifteenth century), of a severe and 
stately character, although covered with a profu.sion of channing arabesques, and 
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a small mosque; which in any other place would be visited and admired, but 
which are passed by unheeded among the many monuments which cover the 
plain. 

A little to the west of this group of tombs stands another group not less 
remarkable, which surrounds the magnificent mos(pio erected in the fourteenth 
century by the Emperor Toghluk, in honour of the Mussulman saint, Nizara-ood- 
deen. The great Mogul families disputed the possession of the ground sanctified 
by the presence of the celebrated missionary of Islam, and the graves arc.ranged 
side by side, as in one of our European cemeteries. On these large marble flag¬ 
stones, suiTounded by elegant balustrades wonderfully carved, we may read some 
of the most illustrious names of India, of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
such as the Emperor ^Mohammed Shah, the Erinces Ali, Jehanghir, and others. 
While strolling through this cemetery I read the following curious inscription on 
one 6 f the tombs:—“ I desire that my grave should have no pompous monument 
upon it. The simple grass will be a far better covering for the remains of the 
short-lived Jehanara, the poor in spirit, the daughter of the Emperor Shah Jehan.” 
This Jehanara is one of the most touching types which appear to us in the dark 
history of the India of the seventeenth century. Daughter of the celebrated Taj 
Jlibi and of Shah Jehan, she followed her unhappy father—deprived of his sight 
by* his son’s order—to his prison, and, disdaining the offers of marriage which 
her beauty attracted, remained to his last hour the guardian angel of the poor 
old man. It is singular to find her name placed by the side of that of Christ on 
her tombstone; and the theory is, not that she was a Christian, but that she 
belonged to a Mussulman sect, very numerous even at the present day, which 
places Jesus in the first rank of the prophets, and gives Him the title of S])irit of 
God, or the Holy rresence. 

Beside the mosque of Nizum-ood-deen tlusre is a curious piscina of water of 
great antiquity, supposed to have been one of the numerous reservoirs fonned by 
the Emperor Asoka, in the third century before our era, of which mention is made 
in the lYtli inscription of the l&t surmounting the palace of Eeioze. The reservoir 
of this piscina, I'ormed of blocks of stone carefully cemented, is filled with a limpid 
water, completely shaded from the sun, and kept at a very icy temperature, by 
tlie high walls of the edifices which overhang it. This water is su]>])08ed to 
jKMsess miraculous proj)erties, and pilgrims c<mie and devoutly plunge themselves 
into it in spite of its excessive coldne.ss; and the prize of a few annas will tempt 
the l)oys of the village to take a formidable header from the top of an adjoining 
terrace into the reservoir. 

Keeping onwards towards the east, we reached the mausoleum of Suftur Jung, 
which faces the postal road leading from Delhi lo Koutub. This tomb, although 
modern, is one of the finest ornaments of the noble museum of Indian architecture. 
It worthily closes this unequalled series of monuments which thus mark all the 
transitions of Indian art from the third century before our era. The dome of 
white marble, of great purity of design, points its golden pinnacle a hundred feet 
from the ground, and covers a magnificent hall, containing the state cenotaph of 
Suftur Jung. In a vault beneath this hall lay the ashes of the mighty‘ruler, 
under a simple mound of earth; for, as the inscription at the head tells us, 
“ however great and pompous man may be in the presence of his fellowmeu, he is 
small and humble before God.” This sentiment of humility in the sight of God, 
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and of jmde before man, is always carefully expressed on the tombs of the 
Mussulman kings of India. 

A little to the north of the mausoleum of Suftur Jung stands a group of still 
more interesting ruins. They are the remains of the great astronomical obser¬ 
vatory founded by tlie learned King Jey Sing of Jeypore, of whom I have already 
spoken at length to my readers. Of this edifice nothing now remains but the 
sliell, so to say; for tlie instruments liave long since disappeared, and with them 
the scientific men who animated them, and had made this spot one of the most 
celebrateA temples of a.stronomy m the world. On all sides stand buildings of 
eccentric forms—circles, gnomons, parabohe, ellipses—the whole occupying an 
enormous space, and erected on a truly gigantic scale. The principal erection is 
an immense equatorial sundial, to whicli Jey Sing liad given the name of Senirat 
Yantar, or the King of Sundials. The hand designed to tlirow the shade on tJie 
dial forms a triangle. In front of this gnomon is a building of singular form, 
having a spiral staircase in tlie centre, the walls, arranged in concentric half¬ 
circles, serving as gnomons to dials indicating the meridians, separated by a fixed 
angle from the meridian of the observatory; and to the east and west of the great 
equatorial observatory are two vast circles in masonry, from sixteen to eighteen 
feet in height and of an immen,se diameter, the contemplated arrangement of 
which considerably jui/.zles visitors. In the centre of each circle stands a column, 
from the base of which diverge thirty stone radii, extending at regular intervals 
to the line of circumference. Each radius and each s])ace forms a sector of. six 
degrees; the whole forming the tinee hundred and sixty degrees of the circle. 
Ojiposite the pniit whore each radius terminates, two windows o^nm in the wall 
of tlie ciride, arranged in two storeys, to which lead stairs contrived in the masonry. 
These oixmings, as well as the radii, arc divided by a series of geometrical lines, 
so that the shadow of the pillar thrown on these divisions indicates the sun’s 
azirnutli; and the altitudes and the azimuth of the moon and stars could be 
observed in the same manner. 'The utility of these two circles, which enabled the 
Indian astronomers to carry on their observations simultaneously, and consequently 
with great precision, may be understood by this brief explanation. 

I lingered till rather a late hour among these curious ruins to take some 
photographic views; but, unfortunately, the three plates that I took wore broken 
during my return journey to Europe. Night overtook us in the midst of our 
labours ; and, having all my servants with me, I determined to seek a resting-place 
for the night on the idain ; by which means we should be enabled both to dispense 
with our tent, and to avoid returning to Koutub, which was some miles distant 
We started on our search, and soon found, near Nizam-ood-deen, a fine I’athan 
mausoleum, the spacious chamber’s of which would afford a comfortable shelter, as 
well for ourselves as for our servants and horses. 

Our iron beds were set up, the camp-table was fixed on its legs, and the lamp 
lighted ; and so the tomb of the brave or ferocious Pathan cavalier was transformed 
into a decent bedchamber. Our servants brought some fowls, rice, and milk from 
the neighbouring village; and soon the bright and cheerful bivouac blaze lighted 
up with its broad reflection the old ciqxda, striped with bauds of blue and gold 
enamel. While our dinner was being prepared, I reflected sadly that this 
improvised picnic in a tomb would be the la.st scene of the free and happy life in 
the jungle that I liad led now for four years, and to which I was about to bid 



REFLECTIONS. 


525 


farewell, doubtless for long. I left the room; and there lay the plain bare and 
silent before me, bathed in that soft zodiacal light which the sun leaves behind 
him, as though he could not endure to forsake the beloved earth; tlie clear sky 
sparkled with myriads of stars; and at intervals the jackal uttered liis piercing 
cry, which was responded to from all points of the horizon by a thousand jeering 
yells of diabolical rhythm. 

Tills spectacle, so calm and grand, touched me; the savage cries echoed 
harmoniously on ray ear. A few more days, mused I, and the locomotive will 
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carry me far away from all this, across a country which will still be India, 
but India of modern civilisation—India with hotels, railway-stations, and manu¬ 
factories ; and each turn of the wheel will take me nearer to that native laud 
which is so dear to me, but will bear me far from this laud which is also dear to 
me—this Eajasthan to which I am bound by so many memories and so’ many 
friendshijis. 

He who has not lived this life of the jungles, the life of free air and liberty, 
with its clcse communion between man ai;d an almost virgin Nature, with its 
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dangers, its adventures, and its hardships, can form no idea of the heaviness of 
heart felt by those who, having once experienced it, are about to bid adieu to it 
pcjhaps for over. The farewell cannot be uttered without sorrow and reluctance; 
but the traveller, like every one else in the world, has duties to accomplish; and, 
if he thinks only of running over the world in search of personal gratifications, he 
acts the part of a mere egotist; his toil is useless; he is no better than an 
ordinary adventurer, profitless to himself and to society. 

My. readers must pardon these reflections. They faithfully depict my feelings 
on that particular evening, as for an instant I deliberated whether I should not 
turn my back on France and the civilised world, and plunge back once more into 
the midst of the deserts I had only just left. 

“ Dinner is on the table! ” announced the khansaniabi 

A plague on melancholy! Man is not born to find his happiness only in 
the midst of jackals and hyienas. There are other and higher enjoyments w^iich 
France reserves for those who appreciate her, or who know how to deserve 
them. 

It was decreed, however, that the evening should end merrily. After dinner 
we received the visit of a troojj of conjurors and bayaderes, who, happening to 
be encamped in the neighbourhood on their road to Delhi, got scent of our 
presence, and came to solicit the honour of giving us a representation. The 
proposal was agreed to; soon the cymbals and tom-toms made the old arched 
vaults ring again; and by the dickering flames of tlie torches, filling the place 
with light and smoke, the handsome girls, naked to the waist, executed the 
antique dances of Ifajasthan. The picture was a strange and fantastic one, well 
worthy the pencil of a lierabrandt. To them succeeded the men, regular bandits 
of Mewfit, who, sabre in hand, ]>erfonned a strange fantasia, intermingled with 
yelks. 

At last we had to think of retiring to rest; the performers departed, and 
every one sought his bed, while the liyienas and the jackals kept their diabolical 
chorus round our place of refuge. 
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AllaJeen’s Gate.—The Koiitah.—The (treat Mosque.—The Galleries of Pirtwi-Raj.—Dava’s 
Mt.—The Legend of the Seriient.—The Tomb of Altanish—Mehrowli.—The Citadel of 
Toghluckahad.—A Good Cousin. 

EBRUAEY 2ND.— At the southern extremity of the plain of 
Delhi, marking the limit of its immense field of ruins, stands the 
stately triumphal column erected in the very centre of the last 
Hindoo capital by the Mussulman conqueror, Koutub-Oudi'n- 
Kibeg. 

Situated on a slight eminence, this column, commonly called 
the*Koutub, is visible from all parts of the plain, over which it towers majesti¬ 
cally. I was not a little eager to have a closer inspection of this colossus, round 
whose base are crowded some of the finest monuments of India, and towards 
which, for some days past, my companions had been constantly turning their 
glances, unable to comi)rehend why I lingered near ruins which had no interest 
in tludr eyes; but 1 should advi.se any traveller w'ho may follow in my footsteps 
at Delhi to imitate my example, for, after once seeing the group of monuments 
of the Koutub, he can bestow only an indilferent glance on all the rest. 

A good road took us from our lodging in the mausoleum, which we left at an 
early hour, straight to the Koutub. We soon reached a sort of bushy garden, 
the dark gi-een masses of which presented a strong contrast to the reddish tints 
of the bai’e and desolate plain; and in the middle of an oiien space, surrounded 
by fine trees, we found an excelleht bungalow, established by the English 
Government for the accommodation of travellers. After an interval of time just 
sufficient to enable us to take possession of our rooms and have the tents set up 
for our attendants, we hastened to the Koutub. 

A narrow pathway, bordered with pomegranate and guava trees, all inter¬ 
laced by a trellis-work of flowering jessamines, buried itself in the thicket, and, 
keeping along this pathway, we soon got to the rear of a shallow ravine overrun 
with vegetation, at the end of which appeared the lofty column, its rose-coloured 
mass standing out straight and gmnd against a deep blue sky. Reclining on 
the grass, under the shade of the trees of this wood, which might with justice be 
termed a park, we contemplated tlie ensemble of the ruins fim a few jiKunents 
longer before approaching nearer to them. In no other spot, perhaps, has Nature 
united herself so gracefully to the works of man. Generally speaking, ruined 
cities are gloomy and desolate; it seems as though the very ground w'ere stricken 
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by the curse that had fallen on the unhappy city. Here, on the contrary, all 
wa.s frcsli, gay, and charming, while the air, refreshed and perfumed by a thousand 
flowers, echoed with the merry songs of the birds. It was not necessary to feel 
the enthusiasm of the historian or the archaeologist to enable one to admire both 
tlie coolness of the oiisis and the magnificence of the wonders it contained, 
descending the back of the ravine, through heaps of ruined remains of terraces, 
we stood at lengtli on the threshold of the enclosure of the Koutub, in front of 
Alladeen’s Gate, which was erected by the Sultan Ala-ood-deen, the wonderful 
beaiity of which might have inspired the celebrated author of the Wonderful 
Lamp; the genie of the Eoc could have created nothing more fairy-like. Tlie 
work of the Moors of Spain, in the Alhambra of Granada, is not to be com¬ 
pared to this perfect gem of architecture. Here it is the stone itself, a red sand¬ 
stone relieved by stripes of white marble, which gives the colouring; and the 
delicate arabesques which cover it on all its sides are carved and inlaid: while, 
at Granada, the whole effect is obtained by a‘combination of bright colours and 
gildings, simply spread on ordinary brickwork. Moreover, there is no part of 
the Moorish Alhambra in which we can find the same purity of outline, and 
grandeur of proportions, that characteiise in so high a degree the Gate of 
Alladeen. 

It forms a .soi t of square j)avilion, perforated on each of its four sides by an 
inilentated arch, and surmounted by a very beautiful cupola; and the inner hall 
is as richly decorated as the facades. We passed through this gate, and found 
ourselves almost suddenly at the foot of the Koutub, which stands alone and 
isolated in the centre of a beautiful paved court, proudly raising its head at a 
luiight of two hundred and twenty-seven English feet. 

Not one of our European monuments can give an idea of the impression felt 
on standing for the first time before this colossus. The loftiest towers of our 
cathedrals, those of Strasburg and Eriburg included, always rest upon such 
enormous basements, and terminate in such slender points, that their height 
impresses one more by the statement of the figures which represent it than by 
the effect itself. Here, on the contrary, the isolation of the building and the 
simplicity of its outlines lend it the appearance of even larger dimensions than it 
really possesses; and the architect him.self has indulged his fancy for exaggerat¬ 
ing the ordinary effect of perspective by giving the tower the form of a cylinder 
lessened towards the summit, or of a portion of a very elongated cone, and by 
dividing it into four storeys, diminishing in height as they are farther removed 
from the gnmnd. The diameter of its base is about forty-six feet, and of the 
platform at the summit ten. Its ornamentation is singularly effective, although 
very simple as a whole. Eacli storey, alternately covered with perpendicular, 
round, or angular flutings, is surrounded by a broad girdle of flowers and 
arabesques, and supports a massive balc-ony, covered with sculptures of great 
lieauty, standing out in strong relief from the tower. The entire building is of 
red sandstone, with tlie exception of the upper part, which is encased in white 
marble; and a fine winding staircase leads to the summit, which commands a 
very extensive view of the plain, stretching to the north as far as modem Delhi, 
and to the south reaching up to the environs of Bindrabad. 

When the Mussulman general, Koutub-ood-deen-Eibeg, took possession of the 
cajiital of the Rajpoot emperor, I’irtwi-Rfij, he resolved to erect in the very centre 
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of the conquered city, in cominenioration of Ins victory, a column which should 
be an emblem of the triumph of Islam over llrahininism. By his command the 
foundations of this tower of victory were laid in tlie year 1200; but the gigantic 
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tmdertaking, entrusted to Hindoo architects, was only completed twenty years 
later, during the reign of the successor of Koutub-ood-deen. The two storeys 
struck down by lightning in 1340 were erected again in 1368 by Feroze III. 
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Such is the history of the tower of Koutub; but the Hindoos reject its 
authenticity, and assert that the monument was raised, many centuries before the 
appearance of the Mussulman, by a Eajpoot prince. It is certain that in respect 
of its isolated position, and its division into storeys, it bears a far closer resem¬ 
blance to the jaya-stamba, or columns of victory erected by the Hindoos, of 

which the Kheerut Khoumb of Cliittore is the pure type^wr excellence, ih&n to 
the minarets usually accompanying the Mahometan mosques. But there is 
nothing surprising in the fact that the conqueror should have borrowed this 
custom from the conquered, only giving it the characteristic stamp of Islamism; 
and in this theory all can agree. The Koutub may be a jaya-stamba erected by 
Hindoo architects, but on Mussulman plans. 

As a good and faithful follower of Mahomet, the first cai’e of Koutub was to 
raise a temple in honour of the true God beside the column commemorating his 
victory. He entrusted its execution to native architects, whom he first took care 
to convert by main force, and he placed at their seiice the materials of the 

pagan temydes which had adorned the city. Or. entering the courtyard I was 

struck by the resemblance it bore to the beautiful Ara'i-din-k.a-Jbopra cf Ajmere. 
It was exactly the same aiTangement—a fine com.., surrounded by cloisters with 
sculptured columns, preceding a large fa<;ade jnerce.i by loi'iy Saracenic pointed 
arches; and it also exhibited tlie same errors of the architects. To atioid 
repetition, however, I refer .such of my rei.dors as tm. subject may interest t*. 
Chapter XVII. of my narrative, where I have alreai cxnla’ ..d this circum¬ 
stance. 

The moscpie of the Koutub is to lieu of /vjiiuc-. what • u sun.pt''ous cathedral 
of one of our capitals is to the humble provinc'd tiiurch itie portals., colonnade,s, 
and faejades are of incom})arable richness; aral»esq.ie.s, vases, and (lowers covering 
the walls and pillars in profusion. But, to the ave]ecologist, all the.se beauties 
fade before the monument which dec-orate.s tlu; '‘.eiitre of the court—a simple iron 
column, on which the tourist would scaieely cast a careless glance, but wiiich is 
none the less one of the wonders not only of Iiidia, but of the world. 

it is a smooth cylindrical shaft of solid metal, from the pavement of the court 
to the elegant capital which surmounts it measuring twenty-two feet. The reader 
may say that this is not a matter U> raise much enthusiasm; a column of cast 
iron twenty-two feet in height is no great wonder. Trim; but this column is 
sunk in the earth to a corresponding dejith, wh.ich thus gives it an entire length of 
forty-four feet. When I record that this gigantic jiiece if cast iron was moulded 
in the fourth century of our era— that is, at a period when half the nations of 
the world were ignorant even of the ext: action of this metal—and when I c.dd 
tliat our own manufactories, with all t’ eir iniprove<i processes, only dared to 
attempt a work as considerable as this the first time about twenty years ago, 
it will not be disputed that the iron c lumn of Delhi may be classed among the 
most marvellous works of araiquity. li is alrnoist impossible to understand what 
means the Indians could have employed in moulding and casting this enormous 
incandescent bar, at a time when cranes and pestle-hammers were unknown. 
The. column bears a short inscription relating how King Dava, worshipper of 
Vishnu, erected this monument in the year 31 7 , to commemorate his victory over 
the Bh&likas 

Here again the inscription contradicts the popular legend. According to the 
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latter, Anung P&l having possessed Iiiiuself of all the northern part of India, a 
learned Brahmin who lived at his court advised liiin to have a long iron nail 
manufactured, and to bury it in the earth to a great depth, so as to pierce the liead 



of the serpent Seshnaga, which su])ports the world, and thus secure an etetnal 
duration to his dynasty. The nail was foi’ged, and sunk into the earth on a spot 
jiointed out by tlie Brahmin. .Some time aft(U’, the wise counseller having left the 
court of Anung P&l, the king began to be troubled by a multitude of doubts as to 
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the efficacy of the plan ordained by the Brahmin; he therefore caused the nail to 
be withdrawn; but what was the consternation of the king and all tlie spectators 
on seeing its extremity tinged with blood ! They hastened to replace the iron in 
the earth, but this time the serpent was gone, and all efforts to fix the column 
again were unavailing. The I’undit, arriving at this crisi.s, exclaimed, “ O Eajah! 
as nothing in the world could restore to this eolumn the stability it has lost by 
thy guilty curiosity, in like manner nothing can avert from thy dynasty its 
approaching fall; ” and, in fact, the Chohans soon after oveithrew the empire of 
the Toiiars of Delhi. 

On leaving the moscpie we visited the tomb of the Emperor Altaursh; a 
marvel of .sculpture, the beauty of which the reader may realise from the engra^'ing. 
This tomb was erected in 1235, and it is the most ancient funereal monument 
raised by Mussulmans in India. The roof, which was doubtless a dome, has now 
completely disappeared, and the sun’s rays gild tlie elegant marble cenotaph s>f the 
great emperor. 

Such are tlie wonders (and 1 pass by in silence many other monuments of 
less incontestable interest) which, grouped together in so narrow a s]>ace, make this 
little point on the globe an unequal spot, to which nothing else can lie compared. 

I shall doubtless lie accusetl of profanation. What of Nineveh and Kainak and 
the Eoinan Forum ?—do you forget them ? or have you never known themV it 
will be said. 1 am far from wishing to attack the fame of these justly celebrat' 1 
places; I have gazed ujion some of these ruins with all the emotion that so manv 
great memories wei’e likely to create; but I (>oidVss to iia\'ing stood unmovetl. 
before the plastic beauty of three defaced columns, or those fragments of cnimbling 
brick walls in which the arclueologist enthusiiistically recognises the temple of 
Fortune or the i>alace of Sardanapalus. How can those scattered ruins be 
compared to this wondrous accumidation of the jilain, where, in a space of some 
hundred square yards, are ftmnd the tower of Koutub, Alladeeu’s Gate, the colon¬ 
nades of Pirtwi-liaj, tlie great mosque, Dava’s lat, and Altamsh’s mausoleum ? 
These names and memories, it is true, awaken no .sympathy in us; our history 
knows them not: but ought we to pride ourselves on this indifference to the great 
deeds and works of one of the most inqiortant branches of our Indo-European 
family ? Nay, should we not hope that the day is not far distant when our 
young men will have to learn the history of tlie great peojile of Asia as well as 
that of the little tribes of the Grecian peninsula ? 

I shall not stop to record the daily memoranda of the week we passed in this 
spot, where so many beauties attracted and delighted us; but the episode of this 
too brief stay has always remained one of the most vi\ id and pleasing memories 
of my journey. As soon as the day broke, we used to run through the thick 
groves which now cover the site of the liouses and bazaars of the departed city, 
inhaling long breaths of the fresh and balmy air of the lovely month of February, 
the finest of all months under an Indian sky. The cool, almost cold nights left 
a veil of bluish mist over the open country in the early morning, which the sun 
dispersed like floating ribbons round the tops of the trees, or massed in the bottom 
of the ravines, creating a thousand strange mirages on the surface. Before the 
heat of the day commenced, 1 installed my working-tent near the ruins, and busied 
myself with my photographs, while Schaumburg fixed upon his water-colour paper 
the dazzling hues of the lovely picture. Then at midday, extended at full-length 
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under the colonnades of Pirtwi-Rilj, we passed the scorching hours gazing on that 
little court, and evoking all tlie brilliant scenes of which it was the theatre, from 
the time when King Dava, sun’ounded by his courtiers, sunk the sacred nail in 



the earth, to the day when the lame Tartar, the unwearieil Tamerlane, came' here 
and bowed down before Allah, bathing his knees in the blood which covenul the 
pavement of the temple; and beside the iron cohmm a venerable old fig-tree sjiread 
its centenarian branches over the court, which it filled with a luminous shade; 
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aged and tniinoved siiectators of the scenes which our imagination endeavoured to 
recall U) life. 

In the evening we left the shelter of the groves, and strolled among the bare 
rocks ns far as the ramparts of L&l-K6tc, the ancient Hindoo citadel—a stately 
line of walla, whose peipendieular heights, leaning against the hill, could not 
resist the saintly fury of the missionaries of the Koran. From this point we 
could overlook the extreme limits of this plain so rich in memories. Before us 
Mehrpwli, the favourite retreat of Aurungzeb, and the refuge of the last of the 
Mogul empresses, displayed its towers, its domes, and its chatris in the midst of 
a cluster of trees on the sloi)e of a little mount; beside us Begumpore, a modest 
village, grouped its huts round a superb mosque of the period of the Toghlucks; 
and finally, in the distance, to the south as well as to..the north, the view faded 
into an horizon of tombs, cenotaj)hs, and obelisks. 

After Koutub there yet remained one reined town for us to visit, in order to 
complete the series of the ancient Delius. This was Toghluckabad, the capital of 
Shah Toghhick, situated on the banks of the Jumna. This prince, burning with 
the restless love of change which lias characterised all the J’adishahs of India, 
evacuated the city of Koutub, and established himself with his subjects on the site 
which he had chosen for his new capital. But Feroze III., one of his successors, 
in his turn deserted the town, and led its inhabitants farther north, where’ he 
founded Ferozabad, which we had already vi,sitcd. 

The walls of Toghluckabad are built on a chain of rocks, and compjetcly 
sunound a plateau five miles in circumference. These ramparts are massively. 
constructed of blocks of bluish granite; huge round towers rising from the base of 
the hill sujiport the walls, and imjiart a look of severe and imposing grandeur to 
the long line of fortifications, which neither the ravages of time nor the vegetation 
which covers it in many places have been able to eflace. All the works of 
Toghluck are stamped with a peculiar sombre and Titanic appearance, faithfully 
representing the prince, whom history lias depicted at once as a distinguished 
and refined man of letters and taste, and us a fierce and pitiless tyrant On 
entering the town by one of its fourteen gates, a stern and massive gateway, you 
are struck by tlie grand though rede and heavy buildings of tlie city, which the 
fancy of a single man created. Curiously enough it is not in the least Indian; 
the embattled turrets, the thick walls, and narrow doors remind one rather of the 
reins of our feudal castles on a gigantic scale. A large lake, enclosed within a 
continuous line of ramparts and forts, once bathed the walls of the town, which 
it protected on the south from attack; but its waters have long since dried up, 
leaving a fertile plain in the Centro of which rises a rock, once an island, which 
is connected with the citadel by a long bridge of twenty-seven arches. On this 
rock, surrounded by a Cyclopean wall, is the mausoleum of the Emperor Toghluk; 
an edifice of extreme simplicity, the almost pyramidical inclination of whose 
walls, combined with the Egyptian solidity of structure, rendera it a true specimen 
of that sovereign’s peculiar style of architecture. It is, however, a monument 
worthy of a great warrior; everything about it is simple and grand; and it is 
only to be regretted that it should have lost tlie original charm of its romantic 
situation. 

The mausoleum contains the cenotaphs of Toghluk I., his wife, and his 
successor Mahomed. The latter possesses an unenviable celebrity for cruelty in 
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tlie history of India. His nephew and successor, Foroze Toghluk, having witnessed 
his acts of violence and oppression, sought out, after his death, all the people 
whom his cousin had despoiled and maltreated; and, after having indemnified 
them, he made them individually sign deeds of absolute pardon for all the ill- 
treatment they had suffered at the hands of the late king. He then collected all 
these documents, and had them placed in Mahomed’s coffin, in order that at the 
Last Judgment he might have these records of justification ready to hand. At 
any rate, it was a fanciful but generous idea to efface the evil wrought by a man 
during his lifetime, and to endeavour, even after his death, to lot him profit l)y 
the pardon of his victims. 



CHAPTER LIII. 


THE rUNJAUB AND THE HIMALAYAS. 



Paniput, the Battlefiehl of — Kiinioiil.—The Plains of the Pnnjanl).—Thunnesir.— 

Umhnlla.—'flic Shawl Manufactories of Luinliana.—Tlie Eiver Beas.—Uiiiritsur, the 
Holy (lity of ihe^^ikha.—Lahore.—Peshawiir.—The North-Western Frontier.—First View 
of the Iliinalayas.—The Jamjxiii .—'fhe Simla J'aharis.—A Siiniiner Capital.—The Ascent 
of the Himalayas.—Jacko’s Peak.—Meerut.—A^ra. 

N the 14th of February we returiied to Delhi, ami I liad already 
commenced preparations for my intended excursion across the 
Tunjaub, wlieu my com])anion fell danoerously ill. The jun'gle 
fever, from whicli we liad both suffered on more than one occasioti, 
now attacked him witli sucli violence tliiit it wmiild have been 
impossible for him to eontinmi tlie marcli for some time to come. 
I tlierefore advised him to return by rail to Agra, wlierc he would be sure to find, 
with our friends the Gilmores, tlie repose and care necessary to his recovery. In 
spite of the great disappointment which he felt at not being able to accompany 
me oil my expedition to the north, lie resolved to follow niy advice, and left for 
Agra on the 16th February. 

On my return from the station, wliither I had accompanied Schaumburg, I 
went in searcli of some sort of conveyance to take me to Uinballa, from wdiich 1 
hoped to reach Lahore. Tiie service of ddk-nliaris was in a state of disorganisation, 
for they were on the point of opening a railway from Delhi to Lahore. Un¬ 
luckily for me, therefore, I had no choice in the matter, but was obliged to content 
myself with a wretched foiir-wlieeled vehicle drawn hy two hacks, which were 
offered to me at a rather high price.. 

I started at five o’clock on the morning of tlie i ytli. The horses went at a 
good pace; and, leaving Delhi by the Cashmere gate, we followed the high road 
whicli runs right through the I’unjaiib as far as Peshawur. During the morning 
we passed over interminable and monotonous plains, the bare and rocky soil of 
which seemed to be unfit to produce any vegetation, and was occasionally covered 
with a slight sprinkling of saline crystals, wliich at a distance had the appearance 
of hoar frost; and only at long intervals wo sped by large villages, surrounded 
by belts of well-cultivated land. The.sc are the results of irrigation; the water 
being brought by means of canals and water-wheels, the monotonous creaking of 
which one hears issuing from every grove of trees. In fact, it is a part of the 
country which the traveller would do well to pass through by railway. At two 
o’clock we reached Paniput, where the country assumed a brighter aspect. The 
fields and trees no longer disputed possession of the land with barren plains and 
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rocks; and the tender shoots of millet, sorghmn, and other cereals already covered 
the ground. Many a time has the fate of India been determined amid tliesc 
gardens in this beautiful district. And what a lovely battlefield does it present, 
without rivers, ravines, or forests! It was here that Koutub in 1193, Tamerlane 
in 1397, Baber in 1526, Nadir-Shah in 1739, and Ahmed Dooranee in 1761, 
each in his turn, changed the destinies of the mighty empire. 

Paniput is a town of great antiquity, and contains some curious buildings and 
monuments worthy of inspection ; but, as 1 wished to reach Kurnoul that evening, 
we only .stopped to change horses; and at si.v o’clock my vehicle set me down in 
front of the bungalow of Kurnoul, situated in the English cantonments. The 
town, which is a short distance farther on, is hardly worth seeing, although it 
possesses a fine mosque.; and it is, as Jacqucmont says, the dirtiest town in India. 

I continued my journey the following day, and passed through a country very 
similar to what 1 had .seen the day before; and at noon 1 reached Thunnesir. 
Leaving my carriage at the relay, I hastened into the town, iSld, hurrying through 
the bazaars, made my way to the celebrated lake of Khonrkfit, situated in tluj 
vicinity of the walls. This lake is celebrated throughotit tlie whole of Northern 
India; the great battle between the Kouranas and the Pandavas, which forms the 
subject of the grand poem of the Mahabh&rata, having been fought on its banks, 
r expected to find them covered with temples and ruins, but I was disap]:)ointed. 
■Tlie lake is a fine sheet of water, about a mile long, containing an island which is 
joined to teiTa (irma by two ruiiuid causeways; and there are some wide flights of 
steps down to the water, in which numerous pilgrims were disjmting themselves; 
but tb<!re was no building of any importance. 

Tlie same evening 1 reached Uiidjalla, which is one of the most important 
commercial towns in the Nortli-W’est of liulia Its bazaars jire.sent a most 
animated appearance, and overflow with all the sumptuous pnxluctions of tlie 
East; but the town itself has nothing worthy of remark. A(;eordingIy 1 immedi¬ 
ately set out to find a vehicle to take me to the extreme point which the railway 
from Lahore to D^hi had as yet reached. 

After pas.sing through the monotonous country of Sirhind, on the 2ist of 
February I reached Lo\idiana, wdiere I stopped to visit the factory recently insti¬ 
tuted for the manufacture of shawls called Cashmeres. The workmen employed 
therein are inhabitants of Cashmere, and the textile material is identical with that 
used for the .same purpose at Srinuggur; .so that the shawls of Loudiana are worth 
as much as the real Cashmeres, and cost much less; in fact, most of the Cashmeres 
sold in Eurojre come from the Punjanb, principally from Ixmdiana and Umritsur. 

Tire following day I reached the Beas, and thence the railway conveyed me 
to the celebi’ated Umritsur on the same day. 

Umritsur is the holy city of the Siklis; and there, in the midst of the beau¬ 
tiful Lake of Immortality—the Unrrita-sara—stands the Irasilica of marble and 
gold, which the gooroo Ham DAs Imilt with the alms collected in a pilgrimage 
across tire Purrjaub. The temple itself is a quadratrgular edifice, built in a hand¬ 
some style of J&t architecture, and crowned with a flat dome surrounded by 
numerous little belfries ; and it is contrected with orre of the banks of the reservoir 
by a wide causeway which, together with the temple, is corrrjrosed of the most 
beautiful white marble; contrasting with which, the dome and Irelfries look like a 
mass of gold. 
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With the exception of this temple, Umritsur possesses no monument worthy 
of notice, tliough a visit to its bazaars will repay the traveller—especially the 
quarter where are concentrated the manufactories of Cashmere shawls. 

The railway took me in a few hours from Umritsur to Lahore, the ancient 
capital of the I’linjaub, which is at present the chief town of a vast English terri¬ 
tory including, besides the Punjaub, Western Affghanistan and the lower valleys 
of the Western Himalayas. Like Delhi and Agra, Lahore is full of monuments, 
dating from the Mogul epoch and from the reign of Kunjeet Sing; but, with the 
exception of the tomb of Jehanghir, not one of these buildings can be compared 

with those I have de¬ 
scribed elsewhere. My 
stay here was tliereforc 
brief; and, resuming tlu) 
dilk, I started for Pesha- 
wur, the extreme limit of 
English territory to the 
north-west. It took me 
three days to reach the 
Indus, which I crossed 
near Attok on a bridge of 
boat.s, and I arrived at 
I’cshawur on the follow¬ 
ing day. Here I could 
examine that tenible Aff- 
ghan frontier which none 
(!an pass without inviting 
certain death. I desired 
greatly to extend my ex¬ 
cursion to the famous 
Khyber Pass, but I was 
told it was imjwssible— 
an English officer having 
been assassinated in its 
proximity only a few days 
previous to my arrival. 

I was very near Cash¬ 
mere, but a fatality forbade 
my access to the beautiful 
country: the cholera wa.s raging at tlie time in Sriiiuggur, and the English 
Government had been obliged to establish a cordon sanUaire on the frontier, 
suspending the distribution of the permits, without which Europeans cannot 
enter upon the territory of the maharajah. The season, too, was not sufficiently 
advanced to admit of my crossing with safety the hi^i chain of the Pir-Pan- 
djal, a formidable barrier of glaciers interposed between the burning plains of 
tiie Punjaub and the cool valleys of Cashmere. I was therefore compelled to take 
to the road towards Umballa, where I arrived on the loth of March. Here I 
was very agreeably surprised to find Schaumburg, who, having succeeded in get- 
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ting rid of lus fever, had hastened to join me; and on the 12th we set out on our 
road towards Simla. 

This town, which is little more than a large village, buried in a ravine of the 
Himalayas, becomes during six months every year the capital of India. As soon 
as the severe heat begins to be felt in the plain, all the English official colony of 
the Bengal Presidency hastily take the road leading to the fashionable sanitorium. 
Tlie Governor-General of India instals himself here with all his staff, and is very 
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naturally followed by his ministers with their departments. Calcutta then becomes 
reduced to the rank of a mere provincial town, and from the end of March to the 
beginning of October theniame of Simla alone is seen displayed at the head of the 
Official Gazette and of the viceregal decrees. This annual emigration of the 
Government is one of the strangest things imaginable, and the expense it ooensions 
is very large. It is only a few years since that a railroad has passed over three- 
quarters of the distance from the metropolis. 

We hastened to visit Simla before the commencement of the fashionable 
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season; and now being once more mere ordinary tourists, without any local rajah 
to receive us with the tiring of cannon, I not unreasonably dreaded the terrible 
reckonings of the Himalayan hotel-keepers, wlio are renowned for their rapacity. 
When 1 say no rajah was there to receive us, it is not that native princes are 
wanting on the mountains: on tlie amti'ary, tliey are to be found in swarms; 
every peak, with its fotir villages suspended to its sides, constitutes a miniature 
kingdom: but their splendours faintly tempt us. 

A carriage conveyed us in a few hours from Umballa to Kalka, a large village 
situated at tlie foot of the mountain; where the heiglits wliicli unfolded them¬ 
selves before us liad as yet none of the a.stounding grandeur which the mind 
always associates witli the word Himalayas. They were fine mountains of 
moderate height, covered with thick forests, in tlie heart of a fertile country; Vmt 
nevertheless, in the far distance, a noble line of ridges, on which the sun illumin¬ 
ated the large white patches of the glaciers, showed us that we had attained only 
to the lowest steps of this gigantic accumulation of mountains, whose vast .system, 
covering a surface equal to several times that of France, raises one of its mighty 
crests, laden with snow, twenty-three thousand nine hundred feet above the level 
of the sea. 

Kalka within the last few years has licjcome an important station, tourists 
being compelled to stop here before undertaking the ascent of the mountain up to 
Simla, which is many miles away; and there were no other means of getting over 
the distance (but 1 assume tliat the Knglish have since commenced the works .for 
a railway ascending to Simla), except by ponies or the jampan. 

The janiptln is one of the specialities of the Himalayas, from Darjeeling to 
Srinuggur. It is a sort of primitive sedan-chair; in short, a wooden arm-chair 
placed between four double shafts, and sheltered by a light oilskin roofing; and 
this vehicle is an advantageous substitute for the palanquin, which obliges the 
traveller to remain in an uneasy attitude during the ascent. The porters placed 
behind support the poles on their shoulders, and those in front bear them on their 
arms, so that the seat maintains its horizontal position. 

Schaumburg and I each got iuto a jampfui, and we left Kalka amidst the 
vociferations of our jrorters, who indulged themselves in a sort of grotesque race. 

These good jreople are I’aharis, a generic terra ap]died by the Hindoos of the 
plain to all mountaineers, witliout distinction of race or tribe. Short and thick¬ 
set, they are repulsively ugly. Their faces have all the characteristics of the 
Mongol type; the flattened nose, framed in high cheek-bones which almost hide 
the small eyes, slightly drawn at the corners; and the wide, well-furni.shed mouth 
opening above a chin where the beard grows in thin irregular patches. At the 
sight of these people we felt we had crossed the frontier, and were no longer in 
India. In fact, we were entering Thibet—Thibet, over which it is true the 
Hindoo has established his i-ule, but whose inhabitants are really brethren of the 
tribes that people the plateaux of Ladak and of Great Thibet, and extend to the 
very heart of Ghina. 

We had scarcely left Kfilka before we ascended a fine road which wound 
gently through the woods for about an hour until it reached a large plateau, where 
we began to command a magnificent view both of the plain and of the chain itself. 
A circular glance successively embraced the Sutlej, with Amballa and its uniform 
plains; the Doab as far as Hurdwar; then the long line of the Sirmour moun- 
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tains, all covered with woods atid glacier's, which looked like white clouds; and, 
finally, the celebrated peak of Jacko, showing us the site of Simla. But what 
positively excited our ecstasies wa.s the superb vegetation stirroundiiig ns. Surely, 
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speculated we, the few hours’ journey we had just accomplished could not have 
transported us suddenly from the tropical regions to a temperate zone! Instead 
of the palm-trees, taras, and mango-trees which encompassed us in the morning. 
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we were passing through a dark forest of fira; while at distant intervals appeared 
oaks and plane-trees, and the slopes of the ravines were covered with rhododenr 
drons and box. It was no longer India, but Europe. 

How wonderful and beautiful it all seemed! Our eyes could not feast enough 
on the sight of this vegetation, reminding us of our native land. To add to the 
illusion, the villages we saw seemed to have been transported from some valley in 
Switzerland or the Tyrol: the low wooden houses, with their stone-covered roofs, 
were real chfllets; and the temples near them, with their light-boarded bell-turrets, 
approximated, as it wore, both to tlie Chinese and Swedish types. By way of 
climax to these various details, it was cold. It was hardly half-past two o’clock 
when we entered Kussowli, and, in spite of the sun, I felt the keenness of the air, 
which forced me to wrap my.self in my travelling rug, and at times, on passing 
through the shade, I actually shivered. Even the mountaineers we met at every 
instant were warmly clad. They wore trousers and woollen vests, and some even 
had a sort of black felt hat; while the women were clothed in thick garments, 
on which they displayed brass and silver rings and a whole collection of 
ornaments. 

After passing Kussowli, the road was a constant succession of very steep 
ascents atid descents, revealing fresh beauties at every turn. Now it was a torrent 
winding at the bottom of a narrow gorge, embedded between perpendicular rocks, 
which we crossed on a light suspended bridge; and next a ravine decked with 
flowers, over which hung large half-uprooted deodara pines, or a peaceful srailuig 
valley animated by a picturesque village. 

Towards six o’clock night began to set in rajndly, and with it arose a cold icy 
wind, whistling in gu.sts, and every moment thre.ateniiig to extinguish our torches. 
My rug seemed insufficient: I wrapjjcd my.self in it as be.st 1 could, but without 
being able to get warm. It was like entering Siberia. Our little party journeyed 
. on silently, picking our way cautiously along the road, wliich was dark as pitch 
with the heavy .shade of the trees. At last we perceived lights; it was Simla. 
We had changed coolies twice on the road ; but our fforters exhibited their delight 
none the less by their cries of “ Hard, hare, hard, bhai! ” keeping time with their 
(luickened pace, and rousing all the echoes of the neighbourhood. 

We were taken to the 1 loyal Hotel, a fine spacious chalet, in which we were 
soon installed before a good flaming fire, warming our limbs, which were completely 
benumbed with the cold. 'The hotel-keeper, an Englishman, welcomed us as the 
first visitors of the .season, haxdng arrived himself only a fortnight before; and he 
assured us that he found the snow lying in the streets of Simla. With what 
comfoi-t, too, we retired to rest in the European fashion, in a good bed, with 
blankets and sheets;—yes, sheets! From the 12th March i868, it was almost 
exactly five years, to a day, since I h.id lain down between sheets, or had any other 
couch than a folding bed, or bed of Indian reeds, only too happy to get either the 
one or the other. On finding myself, therefore, in such a bed, watching the bright 
fire flaming up the chimney, and reviewing the ex])eriences of the day, I had to 
pinch myself more than once to be thoroughly convinced that I was not asleep and 
dreaming of my own country. 

The next morning we were up at an early hour, and, after a slight collation, left 
the hotel. Before us, or rather at our feet,—for the hotel occupies an elevated 
situation,—lay the native town, a mass of .small wooden houses forming a rounded 
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group, the culminating point of which is occupied by the Anglican church, u 
modest building, without any style or pretension; and under the trees and among 
the slopes were visible on all sides the elegant dwellings and bungalows of the 
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great Indian functionaries. 'I'hen, on tlie opposite side of a deep ravine, rose 
huge masses covered with dark vegetation, with soft-rounded contours, winch were 
piled one above another up to tlie beautiful line of the glacier wliich clo,sed the 
horizon. 















544 


INDIA. 


The view was fine; it was even sublime and grand ; but nevertheless it was 
slightly disappointing. It was not quite all that one had pictured the Himalayas 
to te; and our own Alps or Pyrenees afford scenes of equal beauty. It is fair 
to remark, however, that we here were only at the firat outworks of these giant 
mountains; and, l)efore passing judgment on the Hinvalayas, one should have 
the oppoitiinity of contemplating them from the depths of the valleys of Nepaul 
and Sikkim. This pleasure was not in store for us; I therefore intend prudently 
to reserve my appreciation for the day when it may at length be granted to me. 

Simla was still very dull; the stream of emigrants had not yet begun their 
invasion; so after having devoted some days to different exclusions, to Jacko’s 
Peak and the suiTounding valleys, we returned to Umballa; this time, however, 
taking the Subathou road, which is infinitely more convenient than that of 
K&lkii. 

Prom Umballa we retunied to Delhi, whence we made a deviation to Meenit, 
a large and inqxjrtant city situated in the centre of the Upper Doab, in the 
middle of va.st bare plains as destitute of interest as the city itself; and on the 
24th March we re-entered Agra for the third, and doubtless the last, time. 



CHAPTER LIV. 

THE LAND OF AOUDII. 




Oude and Aofldh.—Cawnpore.—The Revolt of 1857 and Nana Sahib.—The Bloody Chamber.— 
The Cistern and the Monnnient.—The Gant’cs.—'I’hc Pilj^ims.—Lucknow.—Tlie City.—The 
Kaiser Bagli.—The Hon.sseuiabad Tmanibara, 

RCH 30TII. —To-day we set out definitely for Calcutta, but 
with the resolution of taking at least three months to travel 
over the long distance which still separated us from that city. 

We should now be traversing a region rivalling the most 
favoured countries of Huroj)e in civilisation—the railway every¬ 
where at our dispo.sal, and the hotels numerous; and as wo 
could dispense with the cumbrous aj»pendages wliich were of such u.so to us in 
Rajasthiui, we sold our tents and horses, discharged our numerous servants; and, 
keeping only my old bearer DCvi, who is both major-domo and assistant photo¬ 
grapher, and a khansaniah, we proceeded with this modest train, long before 
daybreak, towards the .station of Toundla. 

“ Where are we going ? ” said Schaumburg, as we reached the station, for he 
never was in favour of closely conning guide-books. 

“We have the emharra^ dto choix,” 1 answered. “Allahabad, Benares, 
Lucknow. We have plenty oi celebrated and interesting cities to visit along 
the East Indian line, and we have plenty of time as well. Let us keep faithful 
to the principle we laid down from the outset,—never to be in a hurry, aud to 
begin at the beginning. Let us take our tickets for Cawui)ore, and first of all 
visit the land of Aoudh, and then decflc about the rest.” 

“ Wliere do you find Aoftdh ? ” rejoined my companion, rather confused at 
having to confess his ignorance of geographical matters. 

Many people in France would put tlie same (picstiou to me if I sjwke to them 
of AoMh, who would be in no way embarrassed if I gave this country the name 
of Oude. Have we not had the Queen of Oude in Baris ? Precisely; but this 
word, which the English write Oude, is jnonounced by them Aofidli, and by the 
Indians Aou&dli; it is more rational, therefore, at once to write the word Aoudh, 
as it is pronounced. The engine was putting, and carrying us away across the 
monotonous plains of the Do&b, while we were still continuing our discussion 
on the pronunciation and orthography of the geographical names of India. This 
is a very complicated question, in which every one is right and wrong at the same 
time, and which is still far from being decided. The English, on airiving in the 
country a centuiy ago, adojjted a system for transcribing the native words into 
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European letters, which would liave been a very feasible one for any other nation 
whose language might have been more adapted for such a method—that of 
phonetic orthography, or the transcription of words as the ear receives them. 
Unfortunately, as all who have a knowledge of the English language will under¬ 
stand, the pronunciation of this tongue is so entiredy devoid of rules that each 
vowel and syllable is articulated in a different manner, according to its position 
in the word, or even according to simple caprice. 

After a tedious journey we arrived at Cawnpore, which is one of the principal 
towns, of the ancient kingdom of Aohdh. Situated on the right bank of the 
Ganges, in the centre of a vast agricultural district, it has great commercial 
importance, and numbers not less than sixty thousand inhabitants; and the 
English have establisheJ hero a military station for seven tliousand men. This 
would be about all we should have to say respecting fhis town, and the tourist 
would certainly not go out of his road to see its long, monotonous, and perfectly 
njgular tree-planted line of bazaars, breathing wealth and prosperity, but* with 
nothing picturesfpie about them, if the terrible events of which Cawniwre was 
the scene in 1857 liad not shed a sad celebrity over its name. There is one 
name especially which will remain eternally counecteil in human execration with 
that of Cawnpore—that of the odious Nana Sahib, the despicable tissassin of so 
many innocent victims, who, escaping the just punishment of his crimes, is, if atill 
alive, now ending his days in concealment. It is not my province to retrace in 
these pages the tragedy of Cawnpore, the news of which horrified all Europe in 
1857 ; 1 have only to re(!all its chief details. 

It is known that when the sejMiys of the Cawnpore garrison revolted, Nana 
Sahib, a Mahratta prince, juit himself at the head of the insurrection. His first 
act was to assassinate in cold blood a hundred and thirty-six unhappy Europeans 
—men, women, and children, who, deceived by the sym])athy he had always 
displayed for the English up to that time, had come within his power. He then 
came and besieged the garrison of Cawn])ore, which had taken refuge, with the 
women and children, in the military hospital, a slender brick building. The little 
troop, consisting of about two hundred and fifty men, and as many women, never¬ 
theless olfered a courageous resistance from behind this fragile rampart to all the 
attacks of Nana’s army. Finally, growing impatient of the time consumed by this 
unexpected resistance, Nana had recour.se to a stratagem. He proposed to grant 
to the English general tJu honmirs of war^ boats to convey him with, all his com¬ 
panions to Allaluibad, and provisions sufficient to maintain them up to that time. 
'I’hese proposals were received with some degree of mistrust by the besieged ; 
but, at an interview with General Wheeler, Nana Sahib having sworn tliat he 
would faithfully observe all the stipulations agreed upon, the capitulation was 
accepted. 

“On the morning of the 27th of June,” relates an eye-witnes.s, “the women 
and children and the wounded were conveyed on elephants to the wharf, where 
about twenty boats, large and small, awaited them; and the healthy men arrived 
on the same spot, after having defiled before the besieging army with their arms 
and baggage. All having embarked, tliey joyfully rushed to tlie provisions whicli 
had been prepared for them, and al)andoned themselves to the course of the stream,' 
At that moment a battery, that had long been prepared on the banks, was un¬ 
masked, and fired its grape-shot upon them. The smaller boats sank, others 



THE MASSACRE AT C AWN PORE. 


547 


took fire; while the enemy’s caviilry, entering tlie stream, sabred the greater 
number of those who tried to escape by swimming. Only the boat containing 
General Wheeler succeeded in getting off by dint of hard rowing; it was the 
largest of all. Unfortunately, the boat ran aground at a short distance off; and 
all those who were on board, sixty Eui-opeans, twenty-five ladies, a little boy, and 
three young girls, were brought back prisoners to Cawnpore.” 

All the men were massacred on the spot, before the eyes of Nana Sahib; and 
as for the women and children, in number a hundred and twenty-two, including 
the captures made from 
the other boats, they were 
shut up in the town¬ 
dwelling of the terrible 
Mahratta prince. After 
nearly a month’s captivity, 
on the eve of the llritish 
troops approaching (Jawn- 
pore, these unfortunate 
victims were delivered up 
to the knives of their 
assassins, and their still 
j/alpitating bodies were 
thrawn into a well near 
. their prison. An English 
officer has left us an 
affecting descrijition of the 
place that witnessed this 
horrible scene. 

“ We had scarcely 
entered Cawnpore," writes 
he, “ when we ran to seek 
for the poor women who 
we knew were in the 
hands of the odious Nana; 
but we soon heard of 
their frightful execution. 

Tortured by a temble 
thirst fur vengeance, and 
deeply impressed by the 
thought of the atrocious 
sufferings these unhap2>y 
victims must have endured, we felt strange and savage ideas awakening in us. 
Heated and half mad, we rushed to the sad scene of their martyrdom. The 
coagulated blood, mingled with nameless remains, covered the floor of the little 
room in which they had been locked, and reached up to our ankles. Locks of 
long silky hair, torn shreds of (hmse-s, little children’s shoes and idaythings strewed 
the stained ground. The walls, all smeared with blood, bore traces of their honible 
agony. I picked up a small Prayer-book, on the fly-leaf of which were written 
these affecting entries:—‘June aylh, left the boats.July yth, piisoners 
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of Nana; fatal day! ’ But these were not the only horrors that awaited us. Far 
more horrible still was the sight of the deep narrow well, where the mutilated 
remains of these weak and tender beings were heaped ! ” 

Accompanied by the old soldier who acted as keeper of the garden which now 
covers the scene of this frightful crime, a sergeant who had escaped the massacre 
by a miracle, we passed in review all the memories of this melancholy drama; 
the tree, covered by a superb cloak of creeping plants, at the foot of which the 
English were massacred; the hut in which they defended themselves so bravely; 
and, iinally, the well, which is now surmounted by a beautiful marble statue from 
the chisel of the sculi)tor Marochetti, standing in the midst of a fine Gothic 
enclosure. 

We then yjroceeded towards the Ganges, to see the spot where General 
Wheeler and his companions fell victims to the ambush. A few minutes’ walk 
brought us to the picturesque whtirf, the Indian name of whicli, Suttee-Chaflra- 
Ghat, or the broad staircase of funerals, seemed to have been predestined. Still, 
it is a charming spot; magnificent sacred fig-trees spreading their long branches 
above the handsome flight of stairs, the steps of which bury themselves beneath 
the calm and limpid waters of the stream. 

But these dark souvenirs made me forget that it was the first time my eyes 
had rested on the Ganges, the noble and maje.stic foster-father of Hindostaii. Haii, 
Father Ganges! Sri Ganga Jee! as its worship] »ers say. Is there a river in 
the world that can rival it? Behold it here now, 954 miles from Calcutta, (ind 
still its broad deep mass of intense blue rolls on slowly and majestically, filling 
its vast bed of nearly half a mile in bi’oadth. Still its course a)>pears furrowed 
by innumerable ve.ssels and steamboats whistling past, 'riiere is no doubt but 
that the Amazon, the Mississippi, the Niger, and some other rivers are navigable 
over as considerable a distance, and display quite as startling masses of water; 
but can these streams, known but yesterday, find impetuously dashing across 
barbarous regions, be compared to this sacred river, so prodigiil of its wealth, 
whose waters have witnessed the soaring flight of Aryan civilisation, the first 
footsteps of our arts, sciences, and religious worship ? Tlie word Ganges must 
awaken in the most ignorant mind visions of fabulous riches, fantastic pagodas, 
nabobs streaming with gold, and all that long yirocession of wonders, the distfint 
reflection of which alone in all ages fired the imagination of the inhabitants of 
the humble West, from Cyrus and Alexander to our own navigators, who saw 
nothing on all sides but Indies, either cis- or tran-s-Gangetic. Even in these 
days, when a traveller returns from India, the first (yuestion asked of him is, 
“ Have you seen the Ganges ? ” To have been in India and not to have seen the 
Ganges would be an anachronism. It is truly a great and noble river, which 
cannot bo viewed for the first time without a ceitain degree of emotion. 

After this pilgrimage to the Memorial Garden and to the Ganges, nothing 
further remained to te seen at CawnjKtre. Nevertheless, the town is of respect¬ 
able antiquity, for a clan of Kshatryas assumed the title of Cawupouriyana long 
before the Christian era; but the monuments, if there ever were any in this plain, 
on which it would be difficult to find a pebble, liave completely disappeared since 
the Mussulman occupation. Tlie same evening, therefore, we crossed tlic Ganges 
to get to the railway-station, recently established to connect this point with 
Lucknow; and soon the train bore us along over the smiling country of Aofidh. 
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We arrive at our destination at nine o’clock, and a carriage took us to a good 
hotel situated in the English cantonments. 

March —There are few towns in India of wliicli the first apjKiarauce 

charms the stranger more than Lucknow. A spacious park interspersed with fine 
lawns of turf, in which a thousand little rivulets wind, surrounds the city on all 
sides, while its innumerable monuments display their fantastic outlines above 
the clusters of trees. Our earliest promenade among its bazaars in no degree 
removed this favourable first inijnession. The streets are wide, regularly biiUt, 
and lined with good-looking houses with wooden l»alconies and flat terraces; 
fountains surrounded with trees ornament the principal cross-ways, and impart 
an agreeable coolness to the air; the crowds pressing along the streets arc cleanly 
and picturesquely attirdd; the people are agreeable and jirepos-sessing; and the 
shops arc crammed with articles which entice the eye. 

’Lucknow, or Lakhnau, according to the rectified orthography, bore the name 
of Lakchanavati so far back as forty centuries ago, and was tlie capital of Diksli- 
mana, brother of Kama. Although this antirpiity is incontestable, the present 
city is one of the most modern in India, and owes its existence only to the 
creation of the Mussulman empire of Aoudh in the seventeenth century. 

^ It was then only a ]»lain j)rovincial town, destitute of monuments; but the 
kings of Aoudh, ambitious of eclipsing the capital of the Great Moguls, soon 
raised it by their reckless ontlays to a degree of splendour which was really 
extraordinary; though it is true that this splendour was entirely fictitious, and 
that the immense buildings erected by these kings, if they surpassed those of 
Delhi by their startling proportions, are far from possessing the same artistic 
value. They are eye-dece])tions, stage .scenery, mere frameworks covered with 
tiles and gilding, which a few years of neglect have sufficed to transform into 
pitiful ruins. 

The most imjxirtant work of the kings of Aoudh is theii’ palace, or rather the 
vast assemblage of jialaces, covering a great extent of ground, which served as 
their official re.sidence. The name borne by this vast royal city, Kaiser Kagh— 
an eccentric union of the German word haiser, emperor, and the Indian word 
hdgh, garden—is an exact representation of this odd medley of architecture, which 
sprang eutii’ely from the brain of a French corporal, and in which an Italian 
faiiade is seen framing Moorish arcades, crowned by the spire of a Hindoo temi>le 
surrounded by Chiue.se bell-turrets. 

The real author or instigator of the wonders of Luekuow was a French 
adventurer wliose history is worth relating. Claude Martin, or Martino, was a 
poor Breton soldier, wdio, having been sent with his regiment to the French 
settlement at Pondicherry, there attained his rank of corporal. It seems that this 
elevated grade did not satisfy his ambition, for one fine day he left his regiment, 
and plunged into the interior of the country. After a thousand adventures, which 
he has disdained to transmit to jKisterity, Martin at length arrived at the court of 
the King of Aoudh, and succeeded in obtaining the rank of captain in the royal 
array. What means this obscure officer made use of to win his master’s favour, 
no one can tell; but the fact is that, about the year 1780,he added to liis•official 
title of commander-in-chief of all the forces the not loss valuable one of chief 
favourite of the king. Martin, who had brought with him from France some 
notions of architecture, inspired by the sight of our palaces, devoted himself to 
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the reform of Indian architectural art; and it is to him, or to his school, that the 
greater jiart of the edifices which adorn Lucknow owe their origin. This inoffen¬ 
sive mania is, to say the truth, the only thing the good man can l)e reproached 
with ; for, having acquired an immense fortune, he employed it almost exclusively 
in the foundation of schools. To him are owing the celebrated schools known 
under the name of La Martiniere, which provide an e.xcellent gratuitous education 
for some thousands of children. In short, Frenchmen have no reason to blush at 
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the name of the benevolent corporal, and his cliaritable works de.serve that he 
should be forgiven for his sins against good taste. 

It will not bo expected that 1 should give a detailed description of the Kaiser 
Ilagh. I shall limit myself, therefore, to presenting the reader with a sketch of 
the pavilion of Lanka, one of its least ridiculous parts. As for the rest, I should 
have to pass iu review a collection of grotesque mouldings, wire carcases, plated 
balls, and all the most anomalous objects. 

To tlie north of the Kaiser Bagh flows the charming river Goomtee, the most 
sinuous stream of water in the world. Following the course of the river, we 
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arrived at the ruins of tlie Kesidence, the old palace of the English liosidents at 
the Court of Lucknow. It wa.s here, when surprised by the revolt of 1857, that 
the European inhabitants of the city sought refuge, and the scanty garrison joined 
them under the command of Sir Henry Lawrence. The Kesidence, a high, three- 
storeyed brick house,was altogether unsuited for making a defence; nevertheless, the 
little troup valiantly sustained a siege there against considerable forces. The bombs 
of the besiegers had reduced the house to a few fragments of smoking walls, and 
I.iawronce, witli the greater number of the defenders, had fallen before th,e siege 
was raised. In memory 


of this heroic resistance, 
the English have left the 
ruins of the Kesidence 
standing in the state in 
which tiiey were left by 
liord Clyde ; and no 
monument could have 
recorded more worthily 
ilie courage of this hand- 
ftjl of brave men defend¬ 
ing themselves for montlis 
in such a liovel. 

•A little further on 
stands the citadel, Mulchi 
Bhowan, which is entered 
by a very fine gate, liiglily 
ornamented, the Kounii 
Durwaza, or Gate of Con¬ 
stantinople. Within the 
walls of the little fortress 
stands the real marvel 
of Lucknow, the Great 
Imambara, a vast edifice 
placed on the summit of 
a lofty terrace, and of 
really grand appearance, 
with its long line of walls 
crowned by bell-tun-ets. It 
was erected towards the 
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century by the Nawab 

Vuzeer Azof-ood-doulah. This prince, wishing to immortalise liis name, invited all 
the architects of India to compete in the erection of a monument, the plan of which 
should surpass in beauty everything that had ever lieen attempted before. The 
architect Kai-tiat-oulla carried off the prize; and, while contemplating his work 


at the present day, it is difficult to refuse him the prai.se of having well nlerited 
it by the originality, grandeur, and boldness of his design. 

At each corner of the great hall is a fine octagon cujiola-sliaped room. All 
the chambers were formerly ornamented with gildings and rich paintings; but 
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they are now converted into an arsenal. At a short distance from the fort of 
Mutchi Bhowan is another rather remarkable monument, though very inferior to 
the Great Imambara. Tliis is the Housseinabad Imambara, a large enclosure 
which contains, besides the monument itself, a bazaar, a mosque, a model of the 
Taj, and another of the Koutub. All this is brilliant with colouring and 
ornaments, and really has a beautiful effect under the lovely blue sky of India: 
but we must not examine it too closely ; we must rest satisfied with the general 
appearance of the mass. 

AiJril 1st .—This morning m’o set out to visit the masterpiece of our country¬ 
man, to which he had given the name of Constantia. The good ex-coi-poral must 
have needed a strong dose of patience, and of constancy too, to succeed in 
composing this queer edifice. What trouble liis brains ftiust have gone through 
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before bringing to light this strange accumulation of all known and unknown 
styles; of Greek and Roman statues solemnly balancing their heads by means 
of springs; lions with lamps in lieu of eyes; monsters, divinities, all that the 
imagination of a parvenu could invent of grotesque rnagnificenco. And yet here 
again we may apply a judgment which would be true with regard to all the 
monuments of Lucknow. Ridiculous as it is in its details, Constantia yet has 
the stamp of grand originality on it as a whole. Its lofty faijade, surmounted by 
two arches placed crosswise, like the framework of a dome, is reflected in a fine 
piece of water, from the centre of which springs a high column of the composite 
order. 

Claude Martin was buried in the middle of his palace; but the insurgents of 
1857, forgetful of all the services he had rendered to their country and all 
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the benefits he was still conferring on their children, violated his tomb and 
scattered his bones. The English avenged his memory. 

On returning to the road leading to the town, across the magnificent park 
wliich conceals tlie approach to it, we visited the tomb of Ghazi-ood-deen Hyder. 
The building has nothing remarkable in it, although it is asserted to be an exact 
copy of the tomb of Ali, .son-in-law of Mahomet, the venerated saint of the 
sovereigns of Aoudh; but in its intei’ior is to be seen a curious collection of 
miniature portraits of the kings and queens of this dynasty. 

The inhabitants of Lucknow are generally of a mild and even effeminate dis¬ 
position ; they are great lovers of pleasure and amusements, and passionately 
cultivate poetry and .singing. When, therefore, our Mussulman host invited us 
to a soiree at the hoivse’of one of his friends, where there was to be singing and 
declamation, I eagerly took advantage of this rare opportunity for penetrating 
into* a native household. When (sveuing came, we passed through the town with 
him. Night had already set in; the streets were filled with a gay and noisy 
crowd; and the shops were brilliantly lighted by a number of oil lamps fixed in 
little niches along the walls. Taking us into a dark lane leading from the 
Iluzrut Gandj, the boulevard of Lucknow, our guide stopped in front of a house of 
lyodest appearance, the door of which was soon opened to us by one of those beauti¬ 
ful children with the large expressive eyes and long black hair which characterise 
this Oriental population. 

* A precipitous staircase, more like a ladder, conducted us to the reception- 
room on the first floor, which we found full of grey-heanied men and young men 
elegantly attired. Every one rose on seeing us; and the master of the house 
advanced towards us with a profusion of compliments, seeking for the most 
refined Persian expressions to express his sense of the honour confeired by our 
visit. But still we remained standing, while the company present kept going 
backwards and forwards, looking as it were with a di.stressed air for some object 
which could not be found Thinking it was our presence alone which was 
occasioning this confusion, I made inquiries of our host. “ Alas ! ” he exclaimed, 
“ never having hoped to receive such illustrious visitors under my humble roof, I 
neglected to provide chairs.” 

“ Chairs! Is that all ? My friend and T arc old inhabitants of India; and, 
more than that, in our quality of Sirdars of Bhopal, we are even of your own 
caste: a place on your carpet will do for us.” Every one was enchanted with 
our reply; the company made amicable l)ows towards us to show that they 
accept our confraternity; and we sat on our heels, after having, according to the 
custom, taken off our shoes, which in such a posture would be very inconvenient. 
Our host could not refrain from murmuring every now and then, raising his hands 
upwards, “ Sahibs in my homse, and on the floor too ! ” 'J'his last fact seemed to 
upset all his notions of European etiquette. The hookahs were brought, and, after 
a brief conversation, the master of the house turned towards one of the venerable 
old men who were present, and said to him, “ O friend! recite to us some of 
the sublime poetry you so well know how to compose.” Without waiting to be 
pressed, the poet drew a parchment from his bosom, and, swaying his body from 
left to right, recited in a rather nasiil tone a pretty bsillad in Ourdboo. It was a 
legend of the Punjaub, recounting the exploits of lionsaloo, the knight-errant, 
when he went to deliver the town of Lunga from the monster which devastated 
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it. One of the young men, having tuned his lute, played a soft accompaniment 
to the poet’s recitative, while each stanza was interrupted by the admiring “ W 4 h, 
wall! ” of the company. After the poet came the turn of the singers. Their 
voices were for the most part correct, and their accentuation clear, but tliey have 
too great a predilection for prolonged head notes. And the music ? it will be 
asked; but on this I am not able to give an impartial judgment. I had now 
lived the same life as the Indians for too long a time not to have become 
accustomed to their music; and I listened to it with delight, always finding 
traces in it of those sentiments of soft ])oetic melancholy which are the basis of 
the Indian character, and are so much in harmony with the nature of the land. 

The evening’s entertainments were prolonged to an advanced hour of the 
night; refreshments were served; and every one gave 'a specimen of his talent 
without needing repeated invitations. During the whole period of our stay no 
woman was visible, but I am pretty certain nevertheless that the ladies ot the 
house had been curiously watching from behind their curtain all the episodes of 
the evening. At length we retired, enchanted with the alfability and politeness 
of the inhabitants of Lucknow. 



CHAPTER LV. 


* J'ROM CAWNPORE TO BENARES. 

Tlie Ijfjwer Doiib.—Alliiliubad.—The CantoniiKiiitp.—The Plain of Frayiiga.—The Grout Tri vciii. 
—The Piljfrinis of the Ganges Water.—Tlie Column of Asoka.—The Palace of Akbar.—The 
Subterranean Temple.—A Mussulman School.—An Indigo Factory.—Harvest and Manu¬ 
facture of Iiiiligo.—Mir/.apore.—The Fortress of Cliunar.—The Throne of God.—Mogul- 
Ser.il—Benares. 


.'IllL 5Til.—After passing tlie last few days in examining tlie 
curiosities of Lucknow and fixing them in our alljjum, we returned 
to Cawiijiore to take tlie rail. From this point the line of the 
East Indian llailway follows the right hank of the Ganges, not 
leaving it again until it reaches Calcutta, that is, for a distance 
of about six hundred and twenty-eight miles. 

We accomplishe<l the distance sejiarating us from Allahabad in six hours. 
The country we passed through, the Lower Doub, is one of the finest and richest 
districts in India. It is a narrow flat tongue of ground confined between the 
Ganges and the Jumna, whose waters meet at its extremity; and its whole surface 
is covered with fine cultivation, and numerous villages half hidden amongst clusters 
of enormous trees, which give it a certain stamp that is very frecpiently wanting 
in the plains of the west. ^ 

At the station of Allaliabad we found a- friend whose father owns a large 
plantation in the neighbourhood, and who had come to fetch us, to iustal us in 
his town-house situated in the middle of the cantonments. 

My readers are already aware that this word " cantonments,” which .strictly 
should be aptplied only to the quarters of tlie troops, is used here to designate the 
English towns established in proximity to the great Indian cities. The canton¬ 
ments of Allahabad are in fact a town in every sen.se of the word, for they contain 
at the present day the largest a.ssemblage of Emojicans out of the three presiden¬ 
tial cities. Ceitainly the houses separated from each other by such exteirsivc 
gardens, the streets lined with trees and broad as highroads, and the sijuares as large 
as esplanades, give to this English town more of the a.spect of the suburbs of some 
great capital than of a town. Unfortunately it will not always be like this; and 
Allahabad, which is now in my opinion the model of a European city, soon will 
no longer be so lavish of its space, air, and verdure. 

This city is destined to become in a very short space of time much larger than 
it is now. No other city, indeed, could bo so wonderfully adapted for a capital. 
Situated at the point of junction of the Ganges and the Jumna, it commands the 
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gi’cat lluviiil liigluvays; and, being at an almost equal distance from Bombay, 
Calcutta, Lahore, and Madras, it is the centre at which all the railways of the 
great Indian continent meet; and finally its healtliy though warm climate, and 
its soil adapted for superior cultivation, give it such advantages over the present 
metrop<dis that it is difficult to understand why the English still persist in 
ascribing this position to Calcutta, a city buried in a corner of their empire, in 
the midst of pestilential swamps, which the sea and the cyclones are constantly 
threatening to swallow up. 

After breakfast Mr. C-took us in his carriage to the confluence of the 

Jumna and the Ganges, which is effected towards tlic east of the Indian city. 
We soon saw a plain of white sand extending before us, .encompassed by the 
magnificent sheets of blue of the two rivers wliich form at jiheir point of junction 
a sort of lake, that is lost to view in tlie horizon in the midst of white banks 
covered with palm-trees. ' 

From the remotest antiquity this plain has been considered as the most saci’cd 
spot by the Hindoos. It is here we find the great Triveni, the celebrated point 
of junction of the three sacred rivers, the Ganges, the Yamouna, and the Saravasti 
(a mystic river wliich falls from heaven); the united waters of which tliree suffice 
to wash out the most heinous sins. The admiration of the first Aryans may well 
be understood as, advancing for the first time towards tlie west, they contemplated 
the.se two noble rivers, each half a mile in breadth, flowing along and uniting in 
the midst of this superb country. No scene like it had till then presented itself 
to their gaze, either in rocky Aflghanistan or in the sandy I’unjaub, and they 
might well think they had at last found here tlie paradise they had come in 
search of. One of their earliest cities, Prayaga, was erected on this white plain; 
it was the .splendour of this city of which, several centuries after its foundation, 
the Chinese Hiouen TLsang, who visited it towards the year 640, gives us 
some glimpse. It contained even at that time numerous temples, topes, and 
convents. 

“ To the east of the capital,” he writes, “ two rivers meet together; and to the 
west of this junction there is a plateau of from fourteen to fifteen leagues in 
circumference, the ground of which is even and smooth. From ancient times 
down to our owm days, kings and great personages endowed with humanity and 
affection come to this spot to distribute their benefits and their alms. This is 
why it is called the great plain of almsgiving.” * 

A vast multitude crowds on the banks of the two streams. Brahmins, installed 
under immense parasols, receive the pilgrims, and guide them through all the 
ceremonials of the great purification. All of them, both men and women, first 
strip themselves of their clothe.s, retaining only a light scarf, which they wrap 
about their loins; then the troop enters into the water up to their waists, and 
each one devoutly begins cutting off locks of hair, which are carefully dropped 
into the sacred stream, for each separate hair thus offered to the river obtains the 
remission of a sin, even a mortal one. This first operation ended, the Brahmin 
who directs the devotions places himself before the pilgrims, and plunges into 
the water. Emerging therefrom, he repeats the plunge, and throws the water 
towards the four cardinal points; and in all these operations he is imitated by 


“ History of the Life of Hionen Thsang,” translated by St. .Tulien, p. I20. 
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the faithful with a regularity which imparts to this religious spectacle a very 
comic character. 

Among the pilgrims assembled here are to be found representatives of all the 
Hindoo tribes of India, from Cape Comorin to Cashmere. These good people 
travel with their families; sometimes half the population of a village, perhaps 
five or six hundred miles distant, may form a party. The pilgrims generally 
wear a uniform costume, composed of coarse linen dyed a red or orange-tinted 
ochre, which prevents the rich from being distinguished from the poor: but the 
latter are far more numerous; for, as among the Mussulmans who go to Mecca 
by proxy, the rich pay to have the pilgrimage performed for them. There is still 
another class of pilgrims who come to the Triveni of Allahabad to fetch the water 
of the Ganges, whicl they hawk about in the villages. This water, placed in 
small phials marked with the seal of the Brahmins of Prayaga, is used for the 
Instiations recommended at certain periods by the sacred writings, and is sold at 
a very high price. 

To the west of the great Plain of Almsgiving stands the stately citadel built in 
the sixteenth century by Akbar, the high red sandstone walls of which command 
the passage of the two rivers. It is in this fortress that the only monuments of 
any antiquity which escaped the iconoclast fury of the Mussulmans are to be 
foflnd. One of these is a very fine lilt of Asoka, similar to that which crowns the 
]»alace of Feroze at Delhi. It is a beautilul monolith of cylindrical form, slightly 
tapering towards the summit, foity-two feet seven inches in height j with an 
elegant band representing honeysuckles for its heading. 

Near this column is another monument of still greater interest. It is the 
foundation of a Buddhist teinide, completely buried in the earth, which causes it 
to be regarded by the Hindoos as a subterranean temphi, and has obtained for it 
the name of the Region of Hell. In its centre is the venerable trunk of a tree, 
still green, called Achaja BUt, which is the object of great veneration ; and in 
which it is easy to recognise one of those sacred trees which the followers of 
Buddha always placed in front of their temples: but it is somewhat ditticult to 
explain how this tree comes to be inside the temple, and how it maintains the 
semblance of life after an existence of twenty centuries. In the midst of the 
citadel there once stood one of the finest palaces in India, the favourite residence 
of the Emperor Akbar; but modern bricks and mortar have so completely dis¬ 
figured it that it is difficult to trace the elegant outlines of the ancient fa<;ades. 

From the top of the ramparts there is an admirable view of the two rivers and 
the sniTounding country, extending in the far distance, overspread with a luxuriant 
vegetation. 

On leaving the fortress, we traversed the whole length of the Indian town, 
which is mean and not over-picture.sque. In the costume and type of the 
inhabitants there is a sensible difference from those of the Hindoos of the west. 
The men are of very dark complexion, tall, but of very slender make, and clothed 
entirely in white linen. The women are occasionally pretty, but very dark skinned; 
they wear a long, full-plaited skirt, and wrap a narrow piece of cloth round the 
bust, leaving the bosom bare, without any kind of corset. 

■ On our way, we entered with Mr. C-into a little school, the maker of 

which was a Mussulman, and had been an old servant of the family. About 
twenty children were seated on the floor iviund the professor, who was making 
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tliem sing the Onrdhoo alphabet iu chorus; and each child had a slate before 
him, which served for the practice of the difficult art of Persian and Nagari 
writing. The schoolroom was iu the veraudali itself of the master’s habitation, 
overlooking a small yard where the children play. 
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from their repose and drove against us in close battalions. As we sat down to 
dinner, we perceived that the table and our plates were black with these creatures, 
which indulged themselves in such fantastic leaps and, springs that we were 
compelled to make up our minds to beat a retreat, and go and dine in the garden 
by moonlight. It may be imagined what a pleasant prospect all these thousands 
of tormentors held out to us for the night; but luckily the .skin of an old 
traveller is encased against such attacks, and I passed a very good night, although 
in a bed without mosquito-curtains or coverings. 

April $th .—Our friend’s factory is situated on the left bank of the (langes, 
facing Allahabad; and, in compliance with an invitation to pass a few days 
there, we set out for it early this morning. 

Arrived on the l>ank3 of the Ganges, we had to cross a beach of white sand, 
about half a mile in 'viath, on which the sun’s rays were reflected with blinding 
intensity, and from-which our carriage was extricated with great difliculty. A 
bridge of boats thrown across the stream at a point about half a mile in breadth 
conveyed us to the opposite bank, where we again found the white sand extending 
along to the foot of high perpendicular cliffs. These cliffs form the real bed of 
the river, which, during the rainy season, occasionally rises above them, and 
devastates all the country lying along its banks. After half an hour’s ride 

tlirough a pleasant landscape, we reached Mr. C-’s bungalow, where a hearty 

reception awaited us. 

Our host’s residence was a perfect type of the hhiglish planter’s du'eHing in 
Indik It was a large and very low brick-walled house, supporting an immense 
pyramidal roof formed of a thick covering of maize thatching. Its exterior, 
which was of extreme simplicity, conveyed no notion of the elegance and comfort 
of the interior, which was composed of four handsome bedrooms, each with its 
own verandah and bath-room, opening on to a large, richly furnished, square 
sitting-room. A kitchen-gardejg in which the juincipal European vegetables 
are grown, surrounded the house, separating it from the work-buildings which 
constitute the factory. It was in this edifice, which we visited immediately 
on our arrival, that the indigo-producing plant was submitted to the different 
proccisses of its preparation. Unfortunately the harvest takes place only after 
the rainy season, so we were unable to witness this interesting manufacture. 
Our host, however, furnished us with so many details, that our regret was greatly 
diminished. 

“ It is the young shoots of the humble plant you sec around you,” he said, 
“ which provide us with the precious material for dyeing, and not the flowers, as 
is commonly supposed. The gathering of these shoots is a very delicate operation. 
When they have arrived at a proper degree of maturity, they must be speedily 
removed; and each cutting must be executed wdth rapidity, and during the night, 
for the sun would wither the branches, and deprive them of their properties. We 
therefore require a great many hands; all the villages on my estate are placed 
in requisition. Tlie workmen are all dispersed in the fields at midnight; and in the 
morning the produce of the harvest is deposited in these stone troughs, which 
have been previously filled with water. Then is the tin»e for the sun to perform 
its part. Under the influence of its rays the substances undergo a species of 
fermentation; the water becomes coloured with variegated tinges, and rapidly 
turns blue. After a space of about forty-eight hours, the liquid is drawn off from 
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the smallest troughs; it now emits a slightly ammoniacal smell, and the colour is 
almost black. It is allowed to evaporate again, and is then placed in metal vats 
heated by steam, in which, when the evaporation has ceased, a deposit of pure 



indigo is formed. It only remains to dry this deposit, pack it, and send it to the 
market at Calcutta.” 

The situation of this indigo plantation is one of the most westerly in India; 
but after this point, going on towards the east, vast districts are to be found in 
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v^ich thia material forms almost the sole product manuracturod. Tirhout, Upper 
Behtor, and Bengal are almost entirely in the hands of the indigo planters. 

These details were quite new to me. There exist, therefore, in India, besides 
the soldiers, public functionaries, and tradesmen, real planters established on the 
soil and cultivating its riches. Their number, it is true, must bo comparatively 
limited ; but the mere superintendence of these field works implies an acclimatisa* 
tion I had not thought the English capable of. And yet the planter’s life in these 
paits has charms of which Europeans generally have little idea. For a man inured 
to the heat of this climate, what finer existence could there be than this of t-eign- 
ing lord oyer these vast fields, and over these mild and timid people ? While on 
the one hand he enjoys all the comforts of civilisation, he has on the other all 
the advantages of a'life in the jungles. The railways are at his disposal; the 
forests are his hunting-preserves ; and, if he is kind and indulgent, he is sure to 
be lojmd and respected by the populations. 

The week I passed at thd factory bungalow slipped away only too rapidly, 

and it was with a truly sad heart that I bade farewell to Mr. C-’s chaiming 

family. 

April 14th .—On returning to Allahabad we took the rail again, and continued 
our journey eastward. 

•'The country we were now entering upon was Hindostan propei-. The 
inhabitanta call it by no other name, and have themselves the appellation of 
Hindostanis. According to their version, the name of Hindostan, which 
, European geographere apply to the whole of India, or at least to all India north 
of the Vindhyas, belongs only to the middle part of the valley of the (langes, 
from the point where the river receives the waters of the Jumna to where, dis- 
cliaiging itself into several branches, it alters its eastern course to turn south¬ 
ward across Bengal towards the ocean. This country, of rather limited extent, is 
bounded on the north by Aoudh and Tirhout, and on the south by Bogelcund 
and the mountains of Sirgouja. Tlie capital of this sacred cradle of the Hindoo 
race is Benai'es, towards which we were progressing. Speaking of this province. 
Bishop Heber writes“ It is truly a country of wonderful wealth. In a space 
of about two hundred miles we find six towns more populated than Chester; two 
—Patna and Mirzapore^—more populated than Birmingham; and one—Benares 
—which, is only inferior to London „or Paris; and, besides these, myriads of 
villages.” 

On leaving Allahabad, the railroad crosses the Jumna on a superb iron bridge, 
over half a mile in length, supported by sixteen massive piers—one of the most 
remarkable works of the kind ever executed; and, immediately after its transit 
of this bridge, it turns abruptly to the east, and follows the right bank of the 
Canges. Soon we sighted the steep terraces of the grotip of the Rewah appearing 
in the south, irhich, as we gradually approached, projected their buttresses as far 
as the stream.^ On the extreme edge of this plateau, sixty-one miles from 
Allahabad, the important mercantile city of Mirzajjore is seen, leaning its houses, 
temples, and large stone gh&ts against the escarpment, which commands the river 
at this point from a height of about fifty feet. 

We stopped at Mirzapore to accept the invitation of one of our Ilajpootana 
friends^ Migor M-——, who had made us promise to come and take a glance at 
the^^riving city, of which he was one of the judges. The town itself is certainly 
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worth the ‘loublo of a day or two si)ent upon it. Besides the numerous pfetty 
temples it contains, it possesses very interesting manufactories of carpets »nd 
hangings; its streets are wide, regularly built, and planted with trees; and ite 
u harves present an animated and picturesque coup-d'aeil, hundreds of large barges 
waiting there to load bales of cotton from all the neighbouring provinces. 

The environs of Mirzapore also are charming. Our friend, the major, drove 
us in his break to Torah, a little village situated five miles south, near which a 
jnetty little river crosses one of the shelves of the plateau, forming a fine cascade. 

April I jth .—In spite of the railway, we got on only at a snail’s pace. To¬ 
day we stopped again at Chunar, twenty-one miles only distant from Mirzapore. 

Chunar is one of the celebrated fortresses in the valley of the Ganges. 
Seated on the summit of an isolated rock, one of its sides b^ng a perpendicular 
cliff 146 feet high, and its base bathed by the stream, it was long reputed to be 
impregnable; and, in fact, it has never been taken by assault. The ranrparts 
I'est upon the very crest of the rock, which forms, over nearly the whole circum¬ 
ference of the fort, a smooth slope offering an inclined angle of 45*; and this 
l)eculiar arrangement suggested to the defenders of Chunar, from a remote 
antiquity, the ingenious idea of using stone rollers, similar to those employed on 
road metal, in the repulse of assaults; the rollers sliding down the declivity, over¬ 
throwing and crushing the enemy in their passage. It was owing to this invifti- 
tion that Chunar was never stormed; and even at the present day it may be 
doubted whether it would not repulse an attacking column. At all events the 
Engli.sh have kept up the tradition; and all along the ramparts may be seen 
pyramids of these rollers of antique origin. 

Most of the edifices which formerly occupied the fortress have been replaced 
by a fine piece of turf, round which are ranged the bungalows of the garrison. 
A portion of the ancient palace of the Hindoo kings is still, liowever, visible. 
It is a sombre and massive building, in the centre of which is sunk a well of 
iminen.se depth. This spot amid the blackened walls of the old habitation is 
regarded by the Hindoos as the most sacred in all the world. It is a small court 
almost entirely overspread by the thick foliage of a sacred fig-tree. At the foot 
of the tree lies a slab of black marble, polished but unomamented, upon which 
(as tradition has it) the eternal, invisible god—he whose name. Ohm, is only 
pronounced in a whisper, the all-powerful master of both gods and men—seats 
himself during nine hours of each day. Neither idol nor sculpture disturbs the 
stern aspect of this court. Only on one point of the wall is seen a circle enclosed 
in a triangle—a mystic symbol, of which the Hindoo has forgotten the meaning. 
Within this enclosure all men become equal; there are no longer either castes, or 
Brahmins, or pariahs; all alike must prostrate themselves with their faces in the 
dust before the invisible majesty of the deity present. 

The town of Chunar extends picturesquely to the foot of the fort, its terraced 
houses iuterspei’sed with gardens. At a short distance from the town stands a 
superb mausoleum in the Mogul style, covered with delicate sculptures, raised to 
the memory of two Mussulman saints, Kassim Soliman and his son. In the 
evening we took the rail again, and only reached Benares at nine o’clock, after 
having had to change carriages at Mogul Serai, whence the little branch serving 
this line turns off. 
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Historical Sketch.—An kxenrsion on the Ganges.—The Wharves.—The Observatory of Jey Sing. 

, —The Nepaule.4e Pagoda.—The Ghat of the Funeral Piles.—The Mosque of Aurungzeb.— 
Interior of the City.—The Golden Temple. —The Well of Truth.—Tlie Gourga Khound.— 
The Monkeys’ Purailise.—Brahmins and Beggars.— Preaching in the Open Air.—The English 
Town.— Samath.—Hiouen Thsang.—The Antelope WoihI.—T he Festival of Ganesa.—Sacred 
Bayadlires.—The Bajah of Benares.—The Palace of Baniniiggur. 

treating of Delhi I compared that town to ancient Koine, the 
great capital of the European world ; and it is still to Koine, 
but to Christian Rome, the cajatal of the Catholic world, that 
I compare Benares, the holy city, the religious capital of the 
Brahminic and Buddhist world, But whereas Christian Koine 
dates its true splendour only as far back as ten centuries at 
the utmost, and at the present day it maintains its sway over only two hundred 
millions of believers, Benares has shone with uninterruiited splendour for more 
than thirty centuries, and still has its name revered by over five hundred millions 
of men—Brahmiuists of India, and Buddhists of Ceylon, Indo-China, China, and 
Thibet. 

The first king of Benares of whom history makes mention is alleged to have 
reigned about twelve hundred years before the Christian era. The already ancient 
city of Eajah Kasi—the Benares of the present day—was the great centre of 
philosophical and theological studies, and two great rival schools. The Brahmins 
filled the city with their convents, colleges, and temples. They preached the 
predominance of spirit over matter, but condemned the soul to an interminable 
transmigration through thousands of existences. Their theological rivals, on the 
contrary, were atheists and materialists, and refused to admit the immortality of 
the soul. 

It was in the midst of these* tumults and dissensions which filled the holy 
city that, towards the year 395 before our era, a young prince of the Kshatrya 
taco appeared, assuming to himself the mission of searching for the truth. His 
name was Siddharta, but, on embracing the monastic life, he assumed the name 
of Sakya-Mouni After four years spent in studying all the different systems, 
one after the other, the young philosopher one day left the holy city, alone and 
obscure; and, halting in one of its suburbs, he liegan promulgating for Uie first 
time the precofits of a new religion—sublime precepts which the world had never 
heard before. It was at the foot of a tree, and before an audience of four beggars, 
that Sakya, trampling under foot the systems of the Brahmins and the Souastikas, 
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proclaimed the equality of all men, of man and woman, of the slave and of the 
rich, of the priest and of the beggar, in the sight of God, the Creator of the 
Universe. It was then he taught men that their earthly existence was but a 
trial imposed iipon the immortal soul, and that it was by charity, the love of their 
neighbour, and a pure and virtuous life that all were permitted to liberate them* 
selves from the bonds of matter, and gain eternal life free from all restrictions. 
Converted by this act in the life of the great prophet into the sacred city of 
lluddhism, Benares was crowded with temples, convents, and splendid monuments; 
and during several centuries pilgrims flocked thither, not only from all parts 
of India, but also from the most remote provinces of China, Mongolia, and 
Malay. 

Then came the great religious revolution of the ninih century; Buddhism 
IKjrishecI, and Benares once more became the city of Brahminisra. It is a strange 
fact that, in the midst of the unceasing succession of religions which have throjvn 
all India into confusion around it, this great city has never aspired to political 
predominance, and was never the capital of a state of any importance, but, 
abandoning temporal power to others, was content to exercise spiritual sway over 
the whole of the vast Indian continent. Another not less surprising fact is that 
after thirty centuries of splendour it has not a single monument of any antiquity 
to present to the stranger. Amongst its innumerable temples it would be difficulfc* 
to find one whose date could be authentically fixed beyond three centuries. This 
circumstance is explained by the frequency of the religious wars of which it was 
the scene, in which the victor was each time eagerly bent on destroying all traces 
of the vanquished. 

On the day after our arrival we left our hotel, situated in the centre of 
Secrole, the English town, and were taken to the Dasasvam 4 dh Ghat, the wharf at 
which the tourists usually embark to commence their visit to the holy city. 

The ghat is situated at the western extremity of the large bend wliich the 
Ganges makes at this point, so that we took in at a glance the whole view of the 
town, standing in tiers like an amphitheatre on the right side of the stream. The 
situation occupied by Benares has often been compared to that of Naples, and the 
comparison is not without some accuracy. The bed of the stream, in fact, which 
is half a mile in breadth, forms a sort of calm blue bay, in which the picturesque 
faeade of the city ranged along its banks is reflected like a crescent We entered 
an elegant gondola, and soon were gliding gently in front of the city, gazing on the 
long succession of admirable pictures unfolding themselves before us. Seen at a 
little distance from the river, the ghftt of Dasasvamedh forms a picture no painter 
could wish to heighten by a single touch. Its large flights of steps crowned by 
small temples with their bristling spires have for their background, on the one 
side, the stately masses of a group of palaces surmounting the crest of the plateau, 
and on tlie other the plain and elegant fa<jade of the M&n Munder, the great 
observatory of Benares, erected by the celebrated Jey Sing, of Jeypore. v 

A little farther on, for a length of two hundred yards, extends a complete tfliaOB 
of gigantic flights of steps, benches, and terraces, crowned by a line of palaces 
leaning their facades over the abyss. Tliis is the result of a recent catastrophe: 
the embankment upon which this enormous mass of stone rested, being worn by the 
water, gave way, and carried with it all the buildings it supported; and so vast i* 
the disaster, that there is small probability of its ever being repaired. The Hindoo, 
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however, is of a very accommodating disposition, and readily takes the will for 
the deed. It was decided that a wharf should be built on this spot for the con¬ 
venience of pilgi'ims. The wharf was built, and it broke down. What care they ? 
The crowd does not stop to consider the matter, and, in the absence of the building 
itself, is quite content with the tottering ruins. 

The sun at the moment of our visit rose above the horizon, and its earliest 
rays enveloped the innumerable spires in a fantastic conflagration. Its appearance 
was greeted by the people thronging everywhere on the shore with a long inurimir. 
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It Was the consecrated moment, when the pilgrim must plunge himself into the 
water, still icy cold from the freshness of the night. Thousands of heads were 
visible above the expanse of the stream, all turned motionless towards the 
resplendent planet, while at the foot of the ghilts groups of young women who had 
anticipated the sunrise hastened to escajje the contact of the crowd, arid issued 
from the river wrapped in their white sarris, which the water caused to cling close 
Aeir bodies, displaying all the elegance of their contours. ' 

Close by stands an edifice of singular shape; a lofty facade of very simple 
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design supporting a roof of Chinese outline, crowned by a bell-tower glittering 
with gildings. Tlxis is the Nepaulese Pagoda, the only temple dedicated to 
Buddha that Benares contains at the present day. 

We were now in the centre of the-line of wharves fronting the Munikurnika 
Ghat, the holy of holies, the place where funeral piles are incessantly burning, 
destined to consume the bodies of all those to whom fate has granted the happi¬ 
ness of ending their days in the sacred city. Happy, indeed, thrice happy those 
whose mortal envelope here becomes a prey to the flames, for the soul will depart 
directly 'from the sjwt towards paradise, where, if they have not been great 
.sinners, it will animate the body of some future Brahmin. This felicity is, there¬ 
fore, eagerly desired by every orthodox Hindoo. Kich people, on the approach 
of a serious malady, hasten to Benares in the hope of ending'their existence at 
the gates of paradise; and those surprised by death give orders for their bodies 
to be conveyed thither sometimes from a distance of Imndreds of miles, to be 
burnt on the Munikurnika. 

On landing at this wharf one is half suffocated by the dense todid smoko 
which hangs over it like a bluish dome. On all sides the funeral piles send up 
their long flames, and their cracklings are accompanied by sinister sounds. The 
workmen of this dismal place, with their bodies naked and blackened by the 
soot, like real demons, stir the fires by meatis of long bars of iron, or throw jars ‘ 
of oil upon them. At each step we stumble over bones, and our feet sink deep 
into the still wann human dust, which, heaped in this spot as it has been fpr 
centuries, forms a layer of considerable depth. 

Hosts of hideous beggars, cripples, and hunchbacks, assembled here, torment 
you with their lamentable cries, and will not leave you until they have extorted 
a few coppers. Every moment long processions of pilgrims appear on the 
temce of the wharf, which is backed by a picturesque line of temples. All 
these people, as soon as they arrive, hasten to undress themselves, and plunge 
into the sacred waters, after having paid the usual fee to the Brahmins, who stay 
on the shore, squatting under large parasols, where they retail certificates of 
purification, indulgences, chaplets, and amulets. One flight of stairs is specially 
reserved for the women, who, sheltered by an imaginary wall, display themselves 
in ingenuous nudity, plunging, frolicking, and letting their shouts be heard above 
the uproar of cries and prayers. These nymphs of the Ganges are, however, 
surrounded by a retinue of venerable matrons, whose unirnposiiig aspect soon puts 
the indiscreet European to flight. 

Next to the Munikurnika Ghilt, the banks are decorated by a long succession 
of palaces, whose beautiful faejades spring above immense flights of stairs. Every 
rajah has his residence here, gt which he comes to pass the great religious festivals. 
One of thq finest of these residences, the palace of the kings of Nagpore, rests on 
a flight of a hundred stairs, made of enormous blocks of white sandstone. 

At the extremity of this noble row of palaces stands the great mosque of 
Aurungzeb, raising to heaven its two slender minarets, which seem to proclaim 
the triumph of the pure doctrine of Mahomet over the dark worship of Siva. 
This mosque occupies the site of the famous temple of Vishnu, which the 
Emperor Aurungzeb caused to be razed, and which was regarded by the Vaish-' 
navas as the sanctuaiy of their religion, marking the sp)t where Vishnu himself 
first appeared to man; and the Madhoray Qhftt, a flight of a hundred stairs, whose 
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worn-out and deformed steps attest their antiquity, and whicli the Hindoos for¬ 
merly ascended only on their knees when they went to prostrate themselves before 
Vishnu, now leads to the mosque. The temple itself is small, and even insigniti- 
caiit, and makes one regret the wondrous building it replaced; nevertheless, its 
minarets, one hundred and forty-seven feet two indies in height, and only eigiit 
and a quarter feet in diameter at the base, are considered marvels of architecture. 
In spite of their slight diameter they contain a winding staircase of a hundred 
and thirty steps, of which the authorities of the town have forbidden the ascent, 
as for some years past the summit has considerably diverged from the perpen¬ 
dicular. 

But hitherto we have only considered the town, so to say, fiom a distance 
and from the outside. .It is now time for us to see what is hidden behind this 
incomparable facade of monuments, and to penetrate into the interior of the city. 

, I suggested a’carriage for the excursion, but the idea caused our guide to 
smile. “ You can enter Benares only on foot,” he said; “ there is not a street 
in the city wide enough for a carriage to pass through; few are capable of 
admitting an elephant, and in the greater number the crowd is so compact that 
neither horse nor palanquin could circulate freely in them.” 

We reasc.ended the river, therefore, and lauded on the Ugneswur Ghat, close 
Ky that of the funeral piles. Following our guide, we threaded our way through 
.the human aiit-hiU that covered the wharf, and, mounting interminable stairs, we 
reached the plateau on which the city stands. 

A street, or, rather I should say, a dark narrow passage was before us; the 
brick houses with lofty frontages interlaced their balconies above our heads, while 
the shopkeepers’ flat baskets placed on either side of the road encroached upon 
the path, already so narrow that three persons could not walk in it abreast. But 
we soon reached a square of middling extent, where the crowd pressed in noi,sy 
confusion round a little teuqrle, the pyramidal sjiire of which was overlaid witli 
plates of gold. This temple is at the present day the holy of holies in Benares; 
and it is here that the Hindoos, forgetful of their ancient gods, Brahma, Vishnu, 
and Indra, come and prostrate themselves before the lingam of Siva, the emblem 
of the ancient religiorr which they have borrowed from the wild inhabitants of 
the jungles, and which is nothing more than the exaltation of the material 
powers of Nature. Tliis lingam, a .plain stone post, is supposed to form part of 
the very body of the deity; and, to ensure one’s entry into the Kai-las, the 
Erahminic paradise, it is sufficient to have once in the course of a lifetime per- 
fonned the sacred rites before this object of adoration. The eagerness of the 
crowd pressing round the fetish may, therefore, be understood. 

Near the temple stands a building, upheld by numerous columns of elegant 
shape, in the midst of which is sunk a narrow well, not very deei), and filled 
with a stagnant greenish water exhaling a tetid smell. Here again pilgrims are 
plentiful, and dispute over the disgusting beverage which the Brahmin draws for 
them from the well, and makes them drink out of a silver goblet, after having, 
of course, pocketed an appropriate remuneration. Tliis holy well is the Gayan 
Bowree, or Source of Wisdom. According to the legend, at the period wlien 
the great quarrel broke out amongst the divinities of the Indian Olympus 
about the possession of the amrita, the beverage of the immortals, the fierce 
Siva carried off the immense bowl, and euiptied it at a draught; but in his haste 
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he let fall some drops of the liquid, which, falling on the earth, felled the well of 
Gayan Bowree. 

In its vicinity is another well, the Munikumika, filled with a not less stagnant 
water, supplied from the washings of the idols of the neighbouring temples. This 
water possesses miraculous properties, and is also greedily swallowed by the pious 
pilgrims. 

Strange to say, the presence of a Europetin, of an unbeliever, at the entrance 
to these sacred spots was regarded with indifference, I might almost say with 
kindness, by the crowd. Every one respectfully made way for us as we passed; 
and numerous “ SalAm, Sahib! ” greeted us, especially when, on issuing from the 
Gayan Bowree, the news spread among the pilgrims that we had placed an offering 
of two rupees in the hands of the Brahmins for the idol „ < 

Is there a people in the world more tolerant i.han this good and gentle 
Hindoo jreople, who liave been so often described to us as cunning, cruel,.and 
even bloodthirsty ? Compare them for an instant w ith the Mussulmans, or even 
with ourselves, in spite of our reputation for civilisation and tolerance. Only let 
a Chinese or an Indian come and walk in our streets during a religious festival 
or ceremony, and will not the crowd exhibit the most hostile feelings towards 
him if his bearing should not be in conformity witlr the customs of the country ? 
Will his ignorance excuse him? I doulit it. And in what co.mtry could such 
a spectacle be witnessed as that whicli E.et my eyes Dint day in this square of 
Benares ? There, at ton paces from all that the Ilinaoo holds to ho most sacred 
in his religion, between the Source of Wisdom and the id<-l of Siva, a Protestant 
missionary had taken his stand heneatJi a tree. Mounted on a chair, he was 
preaching, in the Hindostani tongue, on the Christian religion and the errors of 
paganism. I heaid his shri’’ voice, issuing from the deptlis of a formidable shirt- 
collar, eject these woixls at the i ’nwd, wliich respectfully and attentively surrounded 
him— 

“ You are idolaters! That block of stone which you worshii) has been taken 
from a quarry; it has been carved by a workman, and it is as incii and powerless 
as the stone post leaning against the wall of my house.” 

These reproaches called forth no murmur; the ffii.ssionary was listened to 
immovably: but his dis.sertation was attended to, for every now and then one of 
the audience would put a question, to which the brave apostle replied a.s well as 
he could. Perhaps we should be disposed to admire the missionary’s courage if 
the well-known tolerance of tlie Hindoos did not defraud him of the greater part 
of his merit; but it is true that this ver)" toleifuice is what most disheartens the 
missionaries, one of whom once said to me, “ Our labours are in vain; you can 
never convert a man wl o Iras sufficient conviction in his own faith to listen, 
without moving a muscl.;, to all the attacks you can make against it.” 

We had not resteri since the morning, and I was looking about for a beack 
to sit upon, when a Brahmin approached us, and offered to take me to one of the 
houses where I could rest myself, and at the same time enjoy the view of the 
temples and the square. I passed upwards of an hour at the window of my 
obliging friend without getting weary of contemplating the varied and picturesque 
scene of the crowd. Among the numerous troops of pilgrims I recognised types 
of all the different countries I had passed through: all wore their finest holiday 
garments; and the women, bending under the weight of the gold and sUve; 
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ornaments which covered their bodies, slowly followed the men, bearing with 
attitudes of infinite grace large brass trays laden with heaps of flowers, offerings 
destined for the gods. Then from time to time there was a procession accom¬ 
panying an idol placed in a palanquin, which came from some distant village to 
prostrate themselves before Mahadeo, the God of Gods, or to dip in the water of 
the Well of Wisdom. Zebus with pendant humps and plump limbs passed with 
majestic steps through the crowds of pilgrims, who respectfully saluted them; 
and parrots and peacocks animated the terraces and the spires of the temples 
with their bright colours and discordant cries, while reddish-tinted, .short, thick-set 
monkeys ,_,f'iubolled impudently on the porticos. 

Wo 'fintinued < "• walk over th ■; town; the streets of which, though every¬ 
where of a.sio-.iishii/g nan., ness, wive tended with a care that does honour to the 
cleanly instincts of the Hindo>/s. jocce narrow streets were lined with little 
stalls, where, .'ii.j.-tigst other cjiic.3! wf'-; displayed very fine pieces of silk 

brocaded w’tlr ('old, ..ailed .‘Cuici-..', rt.rich are one, of the specialities of llenarcs; 
muslin - of veiy ■”})" tc.v'r -,' •lo.i linaily idoi.s o bra.ss and bronze, the astounding 
vaiK''- ••.''win '■ -y.-'u '' 'ig.J, a l•.olle(.^o 

Tb... h's • j a; .hu no «’ly all o' eiy limited dimeinsions; 

most’.y 'll ■ I; saiivll ^.hp.peb wiji .. c/trod A''i.h scuIpLures. prtc.edod by 
Jurt’''o.'-: wdi, i.\o columns, ami sui nouotod oy sp'ri.s o* great eiegaace, 

• We Ij^aied at it - grli from the tov •, pro),.;!'! so <.-.d!ed,and entereii the suburbs, 
wlych ;.iC iatiM.'^ecte I by 1 .-s ami - .giu I ■ buil., street.?, liiiea with handsome, 

many-suneyed liouset. Hero, cajriages can circulate ficely, and our guide soon 
''ouri'.l " eaieebc, vvith wliieL- w continued our excursion. 

At .t. ; o..-* dhi'im'o. Cionj Tim suburbs, on the banks of a piece of water 
suri'oamled by bi-oad .s., c;., sifiuds the great temple of Goiirga Khound (the 
Jt'i'.ntaiu of 1 'iirga), one of the most beautiful edifices in llenarcs. European.s 
generally denominate it “ The Moidceys’ Temple.” These animals are, in fact, 
kept lierc hi considc’-able numbers; they fill the yards, and cover the walls; and 
at the first step* you take witliin their enclosure the grimacing gi-onps surround 
and assail you in order to obtain the usual olferiug,—which means a rupee to 
tiie Brahmin, and an ample distrilmtion of ]:)arched corn to the qnadrumaua. 
The tempi?, which is built entirely . f stone, ic suffused from base to summit 
with red ociue, the tint o'* which, resembling blciod, is particularly pleasing to 
tl»e ferocious Dourga. The columns, the walls, the spires, and, in short, all the 
exterior parts of the edifice are cover-ed with a profusion of very finely sculptured 
ornaments; and in the court preceding the sauciuary is placed a fine monolith, 
supporting a monstrous figure. If we are to believe the Brahmins, this temple 
dates from the eighth or ninth century. 

From the Dourga Khound we regained Secrolo and our liotel, passing across a 
rich and verdant countiy, to which the lofty jduines of the palm-trees imparted a 
veiy original character. 

Secrole, the English town of Benares, has attained to considerable dimensions 
during the last few years. Its bungalows, surrounded by gardens, are ranged 
along fine avenues; it has several Christian churches, a large printing, estab- 
lishiuent, and, finally, a well-frequented univerisity. In the courtyard of the 
buildings of the univei-sity, a fine Gothic edifice, there has recently been erected 
a monolithic Idt of Asoka, similar to those of Allahabad and Delhi, and to 
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he let fall some drops of the liquid, which, falling on the earth, filled the well of 
Gayan Bowree. 

In its vicinity is another well, the Munikurnika, filled with a not less stagnant 
water, supplied from the wasliings of the idols of the neighbouring temples. This 
water possesses miraculous properties, and is also greedily swallowed by the pious 
pilgrims. 

Strange to say, the presence of a European, of an unbeliever, at the entrance 
to those sacred spots was regarded with indifference, I might almost say with 
kindness, by the crowd. Every one respectfully made way for us as we passed; 
and numerous “ Salfi,m, Sahib! ” greeted us, especially when, on issuing from the 
Gayan Bowree, the news spread among the pilgrims that we liad placed an offering 
of two rupees in the hands of the Brahmins for the idol.. • 

Is there a people in the world more tolerant than this good and gentle 
Hindoo people, who have been so often described to us as cunning, cruel,tand 
even bloodthiisty ? Compare them for an instant with the Mussulmans, or even 
with ourselves, in spite of our reputation for civilisation and tolerance. Only let 
a Chinese or an Indian come and walk in our streets during a religious festival 
or ceremony, and will not the crowd exhibit the most ho.stile feelings towards 
him if his bearing should not be in conformity witlr the customs of the country ? 
Will his ignorance excuse him ? I doubt it. And in what cmintry could such 
a spectacle be witnessed .as that which met my eyes that day in this square of 
Benares ? There, at. ten paces from all that the Ilindoo holds to be most sacretl 
in his religion, between the Source of Wisdonj and the idol of Siva, a Protestant 
missionary had taken his stand beneath a tree. Mounted on a chair, he was 
preaching, in the Hindostaui tongue, on the Christian religion and the enors of 
paganism. 1 beard his shrill voice, isstung from the depths of a formidable shirt- 
collar, eject these words at the crowd, wliich respectfully and attentively surrounded 
him— 

“ You are idolaters! That block of stone which you worship has been taken 
from a quarry ; it has been carved by a workman, and it is as inert and powerless 
as the stone post leaning against the wall of my house.” 

These reproaches called forth no murmur; the missionary was listened to 
immovably: but his disseitation was attended to, for every now and then one of 
the audience would put a question, to which the brave apostle replied as w'ell as 
he could. Perhaps we should be disposed to admire the missionary’s courage if 
the well-known toleiance of the Hindoos did not defraud liim of the greater part 
of his merit; but it is true that tins very tolerance is what most disheartens the 
missionaries, one of wlioin once said to me, “ Our labours are in vain; you can 
never convert a man w’ o has sufficient conviction in his own faith to listen, 
without moving a muscbj, to all the attacks you can make against it.” 

We had not rested since the morning, and I was looking about for a bench 
to sit upon, when a Brahmin approached us, and offered to take me to one of the 
houses where I could rest myself, and at the same time enjoy the view of the 
temples and the square. I passed upwards of an hour at the window of my 
obliging friend without getting weary of contemplating the varied and picturesque 
scene of the crowd. Among the numerous troops of pilgrims I recognised tyj»i 
of all the different countries I had passed through: all wore their finest hoUday 
garments; and the women, bending under the weight of the gold and silver 
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onlamentB which covered their bodies, slowly followed the men, bearing with 
attitudes of infinite grace large brass trays laden with heaps of ilowers, oiferings 
destined for the gods. Then from time to time there was a procession accom¬ 
panying an idol placed in a palanquin, whicli came from some distant village to 
prostrate themselves before Mahadeo, the God of Gods, or to dip in the water of 
the Well of Wisdom. Zebus with pendant humps and plump limbs passed with 
majestic steps through the crowds of pilgrims, who respectfully saluted them; 
and parrots and peacocks animated the terraces and the spires of the temples 
with their bright colours and discordant cries, while reddish-tinted, short, thick-set 
monkeys gambolled impudently on the porticos. 

We continued our walk over the town; the streets of which, though every¬ 
where of astonishiHg narrowness, were tended with a care that does honour to the 
cleanly instincts of the Hindoos. These narrow streets were lined with little 
stalls, where, amongst ether curiosities, were displayed very fine pieces of silk 
brocaded with gold, called Kinc6b, which are one of the sjiecialities of Benares; 
muslins of very fine texture; and finally idols of bra.ss and bronze, the astounding 
variety of which would delight a collector. 

The - nplee were very numerous, but nearly all of very limited dimensions; 
mostly being small chapels w'ith walls covered with sculptures, preceded by 
porticos with two columns, and surmounted by spires of great elegance. 

We issued at length from the town, properly so called, and entered the suburbs, 
wlijch are interstxiUd by large and regularly built streets, lined with handsome, 
many-storeyed houses. Here carriages can circulate freely, and our guide soon 
found '• a cali^che, with w'hich we continued our excursion. 

At d sho't distai:ce from the suburbs, on the banks of a piece of water 
surrounded by broad si iiis, stands the great temple of Dourga Khound (the 
I’ountain of Dourga), one of the most beautiful edifices in Benares. Europeans 
generally denominate it “ The Monkeys’ Temple.” These animals are, in fact, 
kept here in considerable numbers; they fill the yards, and cover the walls; and 
at the first step you take within their enclosure the grimacing groups surround 
and assail you in order to obtain the usual offering,—which means a njpee to 
the Bralimin, and an ample distribution of parclied corn to the quadrumana. 
The temple, which is built entirely of stone, is suffused from base to summit 
with red ochre, the tint of which, resembling blood, is particularly pleasing to 
the ferocious Dourga. The columns, the walls, the spires, and, in short, all the 
exterior parts of the edifice are covered with a profusion of very finely sculptured 
ornaments; and in the court preceding the sanctuary is placed a fine monolith, 
supporting a monstrous figure. If we are to believe the Brahmins, this temple 
dates from the eighth or ninth century. 

From tlie Dourga Khound we regained Secrole and our hotel, passing across a 
rich and verdant country, to which the lofty plumes of the palm-trees imparted a 
very original character. 

Secrole, the English town of Benares, has attained to considerable dimensions 
during the last few years. Its bungalows, surrounded by gardens, are ranged 
along fine avenues; it has several Christian churche.s, a large printing, estab¬ 
lishment, and, finally, a well-frequented university. In the courtyard of the 
buildings of the university, a fine Gothic edifice, there has recetitly been erected 
a monolithic Iftt of Asoka, similar to those of Allahabad and Delhi, and to 
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that which formerly adorned the court of the temple of Vishnu destroyed by 
Aurungzob. 

After devoting several days to the different works we had to execute at 
Benares, we set out to visit the celebrated ruins of the vast Buddhist establish* 
inent of Saniath, situated eight miles from the town. 

One of the most surprising things to the archaeologist visiting India is to see 
how this land, which was the cradle and once the most flourishing empire of the 
Buddhist religion, is at the present day completely destitute of monuments 
connected with that period. Thus, with the exception of the wonderful group of 
Bhilsa, which miraculously escaped from the general destruction, we scarcely find 
any but insignificant ruins to recall the sumptuous and flourishing reign of the 
followers of Buddha. More than this, we should even .be rn ignoranco of tlio 
very principles of their architecture if the rocks of the Ghats had not preserved 
its imperishable types in their dark excavations. Kor is it only the monuments 
that have disappeared before the obstinate animosity of the Brahmins. The very 
name of Buddha has been so carefully and scrupuloasly effaced from all the 
legends and traditions that tliere is not a man living in all the vast Indian 
continent who has the slightest suspicion tliat the religion ever existed in his 
country. 

If Buddhism had not ciussed the frontiers of India and won over Cliinil, 
I'hibet, Indo-China, and Ceylon to its doctrines, it would have arisen and dis* 
appeared again after sixteen or seventeen centuries of existence without leaying 
the least trace of its passage. Certainly it would have been very difficult for 
learned Europeans to retrace and recomstruct its doctrines from the scanty 
documents now existing in India; and others besides them probably, misled by 
modern legends, would have ascribed these few monuments to some special 
Brahminic sect. But the Chinese and other nations converted to the doctrines of 
Buddha, even after India had abandoned the faith, continued to look upon this 
country as the specially sacred land; their books have preserved to us the 
translations of the ancient sacred books of Buddhism; and tlieir travellers have 
left us in .the narratives of their pilgrimages faithful pictures of the country and 
of the events of which it was the scene. It is to Chinese and Cingalese literature 
that we are indebted not only for our accpiaiutance with Buddhism, but even for 
our discovery of the sites of its principal monuments and establishments in India. 
The most remarkable of these books is the account of the journey of the Chinese 
Hiouen Tlisang, who travelled over India from the year 629 to 645 ; and we 
have a translation of it by our eminent Chinese scholar, Stanislas Julien. 

From the information supplied by Hiouen Thsang we are able to recognise in 
the ruins of the village of Samath, near Benares, the famous religious establish¬ 
ment regarded by the Buddhists as the principal seat of their faith; and such is 
the correctness of the old Chinese traveller’s descriptions, that by following out 
the text of his narrative, and the measurements he gives, explorers have only had 
to dig the earth to find traces of the monument or the object itself he had 
de.scribed. It was Hiouen Thsang’s book which served me as a guide in my 
excursion to the ruins of Samath. 

Leaving Secrole, after an hour’s drive towards the north-east, across a magni¬ 
ficent and finely cultivated plain sprinkled with fruit trees, we perceived the first 
tope, to which some former travellers had given the name of ChOkandi, but winch 
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the natives only know nnder that of Look Bthta. In it wc rccognistxl the 
enormous tower, three hundred feet high, which first mot the gaze of tlie Cldneso 
pilgrim on his way from Benares; for the crumbled tower forms at tlie present 
day a complete hill of bricks, erected to commemorate tlie visit made by the 
Emperor Houmayoun to tliese ruins. At the foot of the little mount are ranged 
seated statues of Buddlia, discovered by Cunningham in the excavations made in 
its interior. 

Continuing our road, we passed a small wood of wild plum-trees, of great ago. 
lliis wood, celebrated in the religious annals of the Buddhists, seems to'h.ave 
remained unaltered since the visit of Hiouon Thsang; and pcrhajis .some of those 
little trees, the gnarled trunks of which are of very .slow development, may have 
sheltered the veneraWe pilgrim. 

The following is the legend which has won for this insignificant shrubbery a 
.singular celebrity;— 

" It was at the period when the last Buddha, passing through the innumerable 
existences which were preparing him for the condition of human life, was alive 
upon the earth unde.' the form of an antelope, and was king of a tribe of these 
animals, i' vajah of Kusi, the ancient Benares, passionately fond of hunting, 
daily ravaged the tribe over which Gautama reigned. The latter, grieved to see 
so‘many useless murders committed, went and sought the king, and, on the 
condition of his ceasing hiS excursions, engaged liimself to provide him every day 
with .aji antelope for Ins table. The king agreed to this, and chance daily decided 
which animal should be sacrificed for the public good; but, the lot having fallen 
one day ir on a liind with j'Oung, the animal refused to yield herself to her fate, 
protesting that her offspring’s hour to die could not in common justice have come 
before it had seen the light ^'f day. Gautama, touched by the mother’s lamejit, 
took her place, and presentwl himself to the king to be killed: but, having heard 
of what had occurred, the king felt a.shamed of his barbarity; and, directing the 
divine animal to l)e brought, he prostrated himself before him, exclaiming, ‘ 0 
sublime being! thou ai't a man under the fonn of an animal, while I am but an 
animal in the shape of a man.’ He then freed the king of the antelopes from his 
promise, and thenceforward forbade hunting in his dominions.” 

On the opposite side of the wood lies the insignificant village of Saraath, to 
the north of which rises the stately tower winch, according to Hiouen Thsang, 
marks the spot where Buddha for the first time “ turned the wheel of the law,” 
that is, where he exposed his doctrines to the four beggars. 

This structure now bears the name of Dhamek, a corruption of Dhurmka, or 
the tope of the Faith. It is a round tower, a hundred and ten feet high, and 
ninety feet in diameter at its base. The lower part up to a height of forty-five 
feet, is built of enonnous blocks of sandstone, connected together by cramp-irons; 
and it is ornamented with sculptured mouldings, broken by niches which, though 
now vacant, formerly contained statues. These sculptures are of very remarkable 
nicety of execution and delicacy of arrangement. The remainder of the tower, a 
massive cylinder of brick, was encased in a layer of stucco, and surmounted by a 
largo stone parasol, fragments of wliich have been found. 

This monument is supposed to date from the fourth century o£ our era; and 
it cannot be later than that period, for it was visited and described by a Chinese 
traveller at the beginning of the filth century. Its shape, moreover, would hardly 
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admit of its being assigned to a more remote data It will be remembered, too, 
that I have already explained how the first tflpes were perfectly hemispheric, 
while the cylindrical tdpes were only, brought into use about the period of the 
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first decline of Buddhism in India, that is to say, in the fourth century, Bousif 
the tdpe of Dhamek lie small mounds, in which excavations made according to tlii 
indications of Iliouen Thsang, led to the discovery of the ruins of the celebiatec 
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RUINS OF THE MONASTERY OF hlRIGADAVA. 

monastery of Mrigadava. One of the most curious results of these excavations 
has been the proof of the exact analogy between the plans of the viliaras which 
weire erected and of those hewn in the rock; except that here the cells and 
chapels were arranged round a square court, while in the caves they surround a 
chamber of the same fonn. It was also noticed that the monastery had been 
pulled down at intervals of several centuries, and rebuilt on its own ruins. Its 
hnal destruction took place towards the ninth or tenth century, when some public 
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insurrection surprised the monks in the midst of their peaceful occupations; as 
wit^sed by the fact tliat among the calcined beams of the roof, and beneath the 
atilt®, ornaments have been found by the side of household utensils’, com, parasols, 
and hirhiture. The insurgents burned lx»th the monks and tlie monastery; after 
which, their vengeance being accomplished, the Brahmins abandoned the accursed 
spot, ieaving to time the task of burying their victims. 

.To the west of the monastery lie three small pieces of water, which down to 
the present time bear the names of Heron T&l (the Stag’s Lake), Chandra Tal 
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(the Silver Lake), and Naya T&l (the New Lake). “ To the WQst of the convent 
of the Antelope Plain,” says Hiouen Thsang, “ are seen the pond where, Tatha^^ta 
l)athed, the pond where he washed his garments, and the pond where he cleansed 
the sacred vessels. All three are guarded by'sacred dragons, who keep them free 
from the contamination of men.” 

In the midst of this ground, consecrated by Buddhist legends, now stands a 
Jain temple; and the priests I questioned assured me that the monuments, whose 
mins I was contemplating, had been erected by Jains of the Swetambara (slightly 
clad)*8ect. This is another proof that this sect was instituted by Buddhists com¬ 
pelled by persecutions to re-enter the Jain order, from which they had formerly 
withdrawn themselves. During my stay at Benares I returned several times to 
Sarnath, where ‘1 caused some excavations to be made, which to my great delight 
brought me a veiy fine little figure in terra-cotta, several earthenware articles, and 
a few fi-agments of bronze. ' • 

Towards the end of April we had an opjxirtunity of witnessing one of the 
most brilliant religious festivals celebiated in Benares—that of (lanesa. 

This deity, whose name and some of whose attributes recall the god Janus 
of the Homans, is one of the most popular divinities of modem India. He is the 
emblem of wisdom, of prudence, and of commerce; and his presence wards oflT 
dangers ; for which reason he presides over the doom of houses of business. All 
contracts open with the invocation of Gauesa, which is sometimes reduced to a 
simple sign, the form of which resembles the trunk adorning the face of th§ god. 
In fact, Ganesa, tlie son of Siva and Parvati, is always represented in tlie form of 
a short fat man, provided with four arms, and having an elephant’s head; and at 
the foot of his throne ajipears a mouse, his favourite courser. According to the 
legend, he was the handsomest and most amiable of the sons of Siva; but this 
jealous and irritable god, having one day surprised him in Parvati’s apartment, 
struck off his head with a blow of his sabre. Siva soon regretted his anger, and 
tried to restore his son to life, but the head hati disappeared, having been carried 
oft' by a dog. The deity then chose a young elephant, whose head he cut off and 
placed upon his son’s shoulders. 

The festival of Ganesa is celebrated with extraoivlinary magnificxjnce at 
Benares, where this deity jxrasesses at least two hundred sanctuaries. Early in the 
morning processions are formed in front of each temple. An eftigy of the god, 
made in terra-cotta expressly for the occasion, painted and ornamented with 
gilding and tinsel, is placed in a velvet palanquin surmounted by a richly 
embroidered dais; priests and musicians surround the idol; and the cortege 
moves on slowly towards the river. Before them advance the richly robed 
Itayadferos, dancing a solemn measure and waving their scarves. These bayaderes 
are young girls who have been widowed before Ijecoming wives, whose kmilies 
dedicate them to the servdee of the god to avoid seeing them become ordinary 
nautchnis. They lead a very retired life, at least to all appearance, and never 
dance except in the temple or at religious ceremonies. 

The numerous processions soon arrive on the quays, which then present a 
truly fairy-like scene. Tlie crowds, dressed in^ their holiday attire> group them-, 
selves on the broad stairs of the gh&ts, the steps of which are not visible for the 
unceasing streams of Brahmins and bayadfcres surrounding the idols; and the: 
river itself is covered with thousands of boats gaily adorned with flags. 31 tese 
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boats are long skilfs, some with sails and some with oars. Their prows rise erect 
out of the water, and terminate in the figure of a bird or a quadruped; the centre, 
and sometimes the stern, being covered by a light pavilion supjxffted by elegant 
gilt pillars. The idols, with the Brahmins and bayaderes, take their places in the 
boats, which are ranged in order, and defile before the quays; and the songs and 
noise of instruments, and the clamours of the crowd fill the air. The procession 
on the water continues until sunset; when, immediately upon the disappearance 
of the i-esplendent orb, the boats come to a standstill, and the idols are solemnly 
flung into the waters of the sacred stream. But the festival does not tcHninate 
there. The quays soon become full of light, fireworks burst out on all sides, and 
boats ornamented with lanterns line the vast bay in every direction. Now it is 
that the Europeans and the wealthy Hindoos in their turn enter their boats, and, 
taking vrith them nautchnis and musicians, proceed to take part in the night 
fete, and enjoy the unrivalled spectacle afforded by this scene, worthy of the 
Indian Venice. 

Benares, although an English town, nevertheless possesses its rajah, a 
representative of the ancient race of the kings of Kasi. This jnirice has, however, 
only the ’ vre ti^le of king, without any of its attributes; and he contents 
himself with enjoying like a true nobleman the very handsome fortune the 
English have left to him. His palace, situated on the right bank of the Ganges, 
a league above the city, is a very picturesque group of edific.es, crowning a 
large wharf washed 1 iy the .stream. I should have much liked to see this, prince, 
who is said to be very intelligent and amiable; all the more for his being the 
first English rajah (they are so designated to distinguish them from the independent 
sovereigns) I had met on my travels; but he had been absent for some days 
on a journey, and 1 had to be satisfied with inspecting his fine residence of 
IJamnuggur. 
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E did not leave Benares until tlie latter end of April, when the 
heat became so intense that we had to hasten to reach Calcutta, 
lest the journey, even by rail, should be impossible. The 
month of May is the most terrible season in Bengal, and, all 
the public funtionaries and officers who are not detained by 
their business hasten to get to Simla, Mussoorie, Nyna TAl, and 
the other sanitoria of the Himalayas. How heartily did I regret tlmt, instead 
of following their example, ! should be compelled at such a season to set out 
towards the unwholesome plains of Behar; but I had no alternative To return 
to the Himalayas would be to lose six months, and in six months I hoped to be 
in Paria 

At nine we crossed the Sdne on a magnificent tubular bridge, a masterpiece 
of modern engineering. Fi-om our carriage we could see the blue and limpid 
water of this splendid stream spreading itself eighty feet beneath us in the middle 
of a sea of white sand, above which towered like palaces clusters of tara palm-trees, 
their straight smooth trunks supporting thick roofs of foliage 

On the other side of the river we entered Behar, the ancient empire of 
Magadha, whose name recalls the innumerable Viharas which formerly overspread 
this province. Qhe would think the stroke of a magic wand had transported as 
into the midst bf an enchanting landscape, llie richest and most exnl«rabt 
vegetation succeeded to the poverty of the plains we had just crossed. I?almr|ree8 
and mango-trees, half hidden by tliick curtains of climbing plants Md cr®e|br(S, 
rose in the midst of extensive rice-fields of an emerald-green tint; while,bananaa, 
date-trees, plantations of the oily-leafed p 4 n, and fields of flowering -popi^ 
surround the villages. We had returned to the tropical India we had l<»t sight 
of since wc left Bombay. 

At eleven we stopped at Patna, the capital of Behar, which extends its vast 
districts, intersected with marshes and gardens, over a length of eight milbs on* 
the right batik of the Ganges, 

ITie latest researches of arclueologists have finally established the identity of 
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modern Patna With the ancient Palibothra, the capital of the Manryas emperors, 
visited by the Greek ambassadors of the successors of Alexander; but the town 
possesses nothing to recall those great memories. Its small and dirty bazaars arc 



lined with frightful brick buildings, side by side with paltry bamboo huts. On 
the other hand, vegetation seems everywhere to dispute space with men; ’palm- 
trees are growing on all sides, and the roofs of tlie houses ar e hidden under festoons 
of .creeping plants. 


CORN-CHANDLER OP PATNA. 
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I halted at Patna, however, merely to start thence on an excursion southwards 
as far as Beliar and Gaya. 1 was anxious to take note of the principal Buddhist 
antiquities of the province, and to retrace the route of Hiouen Thsang through 
the sacred region of the Viharas. In a fortnight we returned from this expedition, 
which was of purely archteological interest, and, taking the rail, wei’e convoyed in 
a few liours to Monghyr. 

The town is seated on a sort of promontory commanding the Ganges. It is 
chiefly inhabited by European planters, and its pretty houses, surrounded by well- 
kept little gardens, give it a very pleasant character. At a short distance to the 
east, little hills of insignificant height project their steep cuttings down to the 
brink of the river, forcing it to make frequent curves. Tliey form the extreme 
point of the vast range of the Vindhyas; wliich we had thus traversed from one 
extremity to the other, tliat is from the land of the Bheels to the Ganges. To 
the south of Monghyr, however, they assume greater proportions, and form, the 
picturesque chain of the Kurruckpore hills, that extend between Behar and the 
mountainous region of the Terai jungle. 

Tliese mountains, whose lughest ridges do not exceed fourteen hundred feet, 
are covered with vast forests, in the midst of which, in miserable liovels, live 
savages of the Kolee race. Mineral springs are reported to be found here in 
abundance. Those nearest to Monghyr are situated at about five miles’ distance, 
and are dedicated to Sita. Their waters, to which the Indians attribute wonderful 
virtues, spring from the rock with a temperature between 70 and 80 degrees, but 
tliey do not apparently contain any active salt in solution. 

From Monghyr, leaving the railroad for a time, we embarked in a large 
native boat, which took us in a few hours, by the help of wind and current, to 
Sidtangunge, where a kind indigo-planter had oflered us liospitality. His 
bungalow, the only European habitation in the country, is situated on the summit 
of an eminence on the right bank of the stream, and its jiosition is extremely 
picture.sque. There we commanded a view of the Gauges, wliich, in its courae 
westward, expanded into the asiiect of a sea, with a rich and verdant country 
spreading on all .sides round it; and at the very foot of the eminence lay the sacred 
island of Devinath, a curious mass of granite needles crowned by a Hindoo temple. 
'Tlie rocks bear numerous images on their surface, whose rough execution and 
primitive style attest their antiquity. 

Sultangunge, now a simple agi’icultural village, must once have been of great 
importance, for quite recently a large Buddhist-monastery has been discovered in 
its neighbourhood. The excavations made in the centre of the court of the 
Vihara liave brought to light a magnificent bronze statue of Buddha, measuring 
nine feet in height. It is one of the finest existing specimens of ’antique Hindoo 
art 

From Monghyr we proceeded by rail to Bhagulpore, a small English town, 
also on the right bank of the Ganges. 

South of Bhagulpore, in the centre of the vast plain separating the Kurruck¬ 
pore from the liajmahal mountains, stands an isolated peak of a singular shape, 
to which the natives have given the name of Mandar. Mr. H—:—, our obliging 
host at Sultangunge, proposed to accompany us on an excursion to these moun¬ 
tains, which, he said, were very curious, and with the hope of coming across one 
of the numerous tigers which infest the vicinity. 
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We started on liorsebaok from Bhagulyore very early in the morning, and 
reached Movint Mandar at eleven o’clock, dying with thirst and lialf roasted by 
the sun. At the, foot of the mount, however, a good luncheon awaited us under 
the tent which Mr. H-had taken the precaution of sending on the eveninji 



before by two of his elephants. After the heat of the day had subsided, we 
proceeded to explore the peak, a mass of bare granite that rises almost perpen¬ 
dicularly to a height of 600 feet. Our first steps introduced us to numerous 
traces of human work, showing that this spot, now so deserted, must have been 
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ill ancient times the object of frequent pUgilmages. All around wore fragments 
of sculptures, and on the borders of a small nearly dried-up pond lay overthrown 
columns. Thence a staircase, hewn in the rock, ascended the mountain, and at 
about half-way to the top led to an excavation occupied by a colossal head. 
This head, roughly carved in the solid rock measures about fifteen feet in height; 
it is placed on a sort of platform, and wears a primitive diadem with festooned 
edge. Tlie period to which this figure dates back is totally unknown. The 
Indians themselves have no veneration for it, considering it to be the work of the 
SontalS or the Kolees. On the summit of the hill stands an insignificant little 
modern temple. 

On returning to our tent, I consulted Hiouen Thsang’s book, which had for 
some time pjist tieen an infallible guide, searching to see "whether the scrupulous 
CJhincse traveller had mentioned Mount Mandar and its- colossal idol. And, sure 
enough, the excellent pilgrim relates, under the division of Champa (modern 
lihagulpore), that according to a local legend, a shejiherd, having penetrated into 
one of the caverns of the forest, found some marvellous fruit there, which ho 
stole; and, as he was on the point of issuing from the cavern, he iierceived a 
genius who was guarding its entrance. To conceal his theft, he hurriedly 
swallowed the fruit; his laxly immediately became enlarged, and filled up tlie 
opening to the cave. “In course of time,” says Iliouen Thsang, “it has gradually 
turned into stone, but has retained its .human shape. This stone exists to the 
present day.” Herein I think it is easy to recognise the idol of the Mandar; the 
antiquity of which would therefore date back to the first centuries of our era, if 
not earlier, since its origin was unknown even in the seventh century. 

While I was engaged in these arclueological researches, our companion, Mr. 
H— —, was busy discussing with the natives, who were to beat the woods for us. 
Some officers from Dinapore, who had recently come to bunt in the plain near 
the Kurruckporo Mountains, having had the good fortune to kill two tigera, our 
sliikarees were of opinion that we should start in an opposite direction, that is, 
towards the liajmahal Mountains, if we desired to enjoy the same sport. Wo 
passed the night therefore at the foot of Mount Mandar, and the next morning, 
before daybreak, proceeded towards the Eajmahals, which spread their line of 
ridges about ten miles to the east 

The Rajmahal Mountains, which are sometimes supposed to form part of the 
range of the Vindhyas, compose a completely isolated group of that chain, and 
belong to an absolutely distinct geolc^ical formation. Tliey extend in a northerly 
direction on the western frontier of llengal from Birbhoum to the Ganges. They 
are inhabited by the Sont&ls—a primitive race which seems to belong to the same 
family as the Gounds—and by the MMers, a tribe of a still more primitive type. 
The Sont&ls are industrious, and, unlike the other aboriginal races, occupy them¬ 
selves with agriculture ; and they inhabit villages which are generally composed 
of about a hundred huts, very elegantly built of plaited bamboo, with rounded 
roofs and verandahs. Of a proud and intrepid nature, they seem very jealous of 
their independence, which they have defended many times even against the 
English themselves. Their costume is of the simplest description—a turban, 
and a piece of linen round the loins, for the men; and a piece of stuff rolled 
round the legs and the bust, for the women, who adorn themselves besides with 
innumerable necklaces of glass and of shells (cowries) and heavy brass bracelets. 
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llie religion of the Sontais is a coarse naturalism. Wooden beams squared 
and painted with red ochre, supporting a sort of rough lingam, are their idols • 
they offer up sacrifices of buffaloes, and more frequently still of goats. The 



priest, or sacrificer, strikes off the head of the animal with a single blow of a long 
knife, and then sprinkles the idol and the people present with the blood of the 
victim. At the entrance to the villages and near their idols, they raise light 
platforms of bamboo, on which they place trophies of the animals of the forest. 
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Tliey are bold hunters, and in recent years have destroyed the numerous herds of 
elephants which infested the mountain and ruined their harvests. 

The Sonttlls are divided into tribes, under the rule of elected chiefs, who are 
aided by a council of elders in the administration of public business. Their 
number at the present time is calculated at eighty-five thousand. 

The Mdlers, who inliabit the higlier parts of the Eajmahals, are very inferior 
in physical and moral ({ualities to the Sontiils, who, having been themselves 
expelled from tlie plain by the Thibetian and Aryan races, have driven them into 
tlie most inaccessible parts of the mountain. 

We established our camp not far from a small Sontill village, and the inhabi¬ 
tants speedily signalled to us the presence in the neighbourhood of several of the 
animals we were in search of. ’ . “ 

The months of April and May are, as I have before reiparked, the most 
favourable for tiger hunting. The intense heat which characterises this sea!?on 
soon drying up the rivulets and pools of the forests, the tiger is forced to abandon 
his winter quartera and to descend into the valleys for the purpose of quencHing 
his thirst at the wells or jheels of the villages. He then usually settles his abode 
in some ravine full of underwood, in which he passes the day in sleep, and 
which he does not quit until towards sunset, to choose his prey from among^ 
the herds led to water. An adult tiger usually kills an ox every four or five 
days. 

Tlie village of Daragaum, near which we were encamped, had lost four ox-en 
in this manner during the last fortnight, earned off’ by two tigers who had 
fraternally chosen for their residence a ravine distant about a mile therefrom. 
The shikaree, or chief hunter of the village, had indeed attempted to dislodge 
them from their haunt, but the want of trees in its vicinity had prevented him 
from lying in wait, and he dared not to venture on foot among the thick under¬ 
wood which surrounded the nullah. During the day we went with the shikaree 
as far as the ravine to examine its approaches and arrange our plan of attack. 
It was a sort of wide hollow, with moderately steep slopes running down from a 
wood, and its extreme end was intersected by some little pools of limpid water 
shaded by thick groves of “ wait-a-bit bush ” and bamboos. It was here that the 
two tigers were concealed. Having carefully examined the ground, we saw that 
no tree thereabouts was situated so as to favour the plan of a fixed ambush; 
aud, on the other hand, to penetrate on foot amongst the underwood would have 
been mad temerity. We therefore resolved to employ the two elephants we had 
brought with us, and to attack the tigers the next morning. 

Up to this time I had hunted tigers only by means of an ambush, or in a 
battue, with the exception of one occasion at Nagoda; on which I accompanied 

General B- on the back of an elephant; for the latter system of hunting 

demands a thorough acquaintance with the habits of this terrible feline animal. 

“ It is generally imagined,” says Captain Forsyth in his remarkable work on 
hunting in Central India, “ that it is sufficient to mount an elephant and go into 
the jungle where a tiger has been signalled, to be sure of finding him and killing 
him; but this is a profound mistake. Severfd hunters mounted on elephants, and 
beating in a line across the forest, may ceitainly meet with tigers in this way, and 
slaughter them, especially if aided by a line of native beaters. But there is no 
species of hunting in which a more thorough knowledge of the habits of the animal, 
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or more perseverance and skill, are necessary than in the pursuit of a tiger •with 
a single elephant 

“ On entering the jungle for the first time, it is impossible to avoid experiencing 
a certain degree of trepidation, so complete is the persuasion that tigers •will be 
seen at every step; and it is only after fruitlessly passing-ndiole days in searching 
for them that the little danger these animals present in the jungle begins to be 
realised. During the ten years I passed wandering on foot over the districts of 
Central India most infested by tigers, it only hap]>(;ned to me three times to meet 
with these animals wlren I was not seeking them. In fact, if we exc.ept the 
places inhabited by tlie man-eating tigei's, which are alw'ays known, tlierC is no 
danger in crossing the jungle. Many hunters affect to disdain the use of elephants 
in tlie pursuit of the tiger, and talk much of the exploits accomplished by them 
in meeting him face to face. As a general rule, nine-tenths of the tigers whiidv 
ara asserted to have been killed <m foot have been struck from the top of some 
high-perched ambush. From this manner of hunting it results that the tiger 
generally is only w'ounded ; and the real danger then is to follow him to his 
retreat.—a danger most sportsmen take care not to brave. The few hunters who 
have macie it a point of honour only to attack the tiger on foot always end by 
being killed, or by getting a wound that eflectually cures them of their rash 
'folly. A man on foot, in the midst of a dense thicket, is defenceless against the 
tiger. It is iuipoosible for him to distinguish anything at even a few yards’ 
distance in front of him; and he is himself at the mercy of the animal, which 
can completely hide itsell' at will, or circumvent him without awakening his 
attention. It jnust not be supposed, however, that tiger-hunting on the back 
of an elephant does not offer any danger. The hunter is exposed to the attacks 
of the tiger, which often saccaieds in overthrowing the elephant, or in starting liim 
panic-stricken through all the obstructions of the forest.” 

We fortunately had Mr. H-with us for our guide. He had repeatedly 

hunted both the tiger and the elephant, and was as eminent a sportsman as the 
officer whose interesting remarks I have just quoted. The two elephants, more¬ 
over, he had brought had been tested in frequent encounters, and we could rely 
on their calmness and courage. 

During the night the tigers approached our camp several times, and we could 
hear them calling each other. At daybreak we left our tent, and proceeded slowly 
towards the ravine, accompanied by the shikaree. Mr. H—■— was mounted on 
one elephant, and I on the other, and each animal was driven by a mahout. We 
started early in the hope of meeting one of the animals out of his lair; but al- 
tliough the sand of the nullah which passes near the village, and the bed of which 
we were following, bore numerous recent footprints, the tigers had already re¬ 
entered the thicket. We therefore continued our progress slowly towards the 
ravine; the arrangement being that I should remain with the shikaree on one 

side, while Mr. H-went round by the nullah, and, descending the opposite 

slope, dislodged the tigers. I had scarcely reached the limits of the wood 
extending along the ravine when I ])erceived one of them, at a distance of a 
hundred paces before me, walking along at a quiet measured pace. Just as I 
was on the point of aiming, the animal disappeared behind a bush. It happened 

tlmt at that very instant Mr. H-appeared on the opposite height; and the 

tiger, having caught sight of him, issued from the thicket, and advanced stealthily. 
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with his tail lowered, precisely in my direction. I was about sixty paces from 
him; and, taking aim, I sent him a ball in the ribs while the animal, who had 
not sighted me, turned his head to follow the movements of my companion. 
Uttering a teiiible roar, he sprang iii the air, and re-entered the thicket. My 
mahout urged his elephant onwards, and we were soon in the bed of the nullah, 
whence we could see the tiger, two hundred yards away from us, escaping towards 
the wood. Mr. H-, who had been watching Ins movements and had anti¬ 

cipated him, stopped him with a shot. The wounded tiger, seeing himself 
suriounded, marched straight towards my companion; whereupon his elephant, 
dreading the encounter, suddenly turned roupd and took to flight: but the 
iniuriated br\ite soon came up with him, and #ilh, one bound clung to his liind 
quailens. A shudder ran through me: 1 thought our friend-was lost. A few 
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yards only divided us, and the mahout urged my elephant forward by his cries, 

when Mr. H-, firing full in the face of tlie tiger, rolled him over to the ground. 

He was a thoroughly desperate animal, for, rising again, he rushed this time upon 
my elepliaut, which had at length arrived on the scene of action; but, even as he 
made his effort to fasten on to its leg, I shattered his back with a ball, and he fell 
back expiring. We severally gave him another ball, however, to make quite sure 
of his death. 

dismounting from my elephant, I went up to my friend, and, shaking him by 
the hand, congratulated liim on having so coolly met the first attack of the tiger. 
We then examined our victim. He was a thorough royal tiger, in the prime of 
life; his coat, of an orange colour, was marked with superb black and white 
stripes; and from the muzzle to the extremity of the tail he measured rather 
more than three yards, which is a good moderate size for an adult tiger. Our 


elepbants proclaimed their delight even more noisily than our huntsmen. Tlie 
enormous beasts came to scent the carcase of their dead enemy, and turned it 
over with their trunks, uttering hoarse cries accompanied by a regular flourish 
of trumpets. 

The second tiger had prudently slunk out of the ravine during the hubbub, 

but the next day Mr. H-and Schaumburg surprised him at about three miles’ 

distance from the village. 

A few days afterwards we had the rare luck to kill a couple of bears in a 
wood adjoining our camp. The bear of the Eajmahals is smaller than .that of 
Cashmere; his fur is long and black; and his paws, which are very largo, are 
armed with claws of a formidable length. Neveitheless, it is an inoffensive and 
even a useful animal, for it feeds chiefly on rats and insects, and sometimes on 
roots. 

«On the 26th May we returned to Bhagulpore, having killed during our excur¬ 
sion, besides the two tigers and two bears, a fine s&mbur stag, five ravine deer, 
several antelopes and wild boars, and a cpiantity of birds. We here took leave 

of Mr. H-, to whom we were indebted for our last hunting-excursion in 

India. 

, This excursion occupied a fortnight. I successively visited all the celebrated 
spots of this holy land of Buddhism ; Itajgriha, the favourite resort of Sakya; the 
cave of Hansa Taur, where the first synod assembled; Pawapouri, where the 
divine prophet died; and Gaya, where beneatli the sacred tree he resisted for 
forty days the demon Maya (illusion), and overthrew him. Unfortunately, in 
most of these places the ruins only present mounds of bricks, generally shape¬ 
less, on which at long intervals lie some fine fragments of sculpture; and there 
the archaeologist alone, by following and comparing the Cliinese and Oingale.se 
texts, can succeed in discovering the chaityas, the topes, and the vihanis, whose 
astonishing magnificence and prodigious number made this fine land a vast sanc¬ 
tuary and monastery. It is only by reanimating these ruins with the aid of 
Hiouen I'hsang and Fa Hian that I could hope to give the reader an adequate 
idea of all these placses, which have played so important a part, although so little 
known, in our own philosophical and religious history, as well as in that of Indiit. 
But space fails me to enter now upon such a subject. I shall content myself 
with saying a few words on Gaya and the caves of Behar. 

Gaya, after having been one of the centres of Buddhism, is now a place of 
Brahminic pilgrimage, as celebrated as Benares or the temple of Juggernaut. 
More than a hundred and fifty thousand pilgrims go there every year to bathe in 
the sacred waters of the Phalgoo, which winds at the foot of the rock, and especi¬ 
ally to prostrate themselves before the footprints of Vishnu in the famous temple 
of Vishnu-P&d. This temple, rebuilt only a few years ago by Queen Ahelya 
Bhai of Indore, on the site of a very ancient edifice, is situated in the middle of 
a regular labyrinth of courts, temples, and convents of very singular apiiearance. 
Europeans are not always admitted to gaze upon the celebrated footmark left by 
Vishnu on the rock when descending upon the earth to crush the demon 
Gaya. 

The scene presented by the crowds around this temple surpassed all’ that 1 
had ever yet seen at Boshkur, Benares, and other similar places. The unfortunate 
pilgrims uttered howls of ecstasy; men and women pushed and squeezed to get 



S86 


INDIA. 


near the sanctuaries, to which the Brahmins permit entrance only on payment of 
a fee. 

At a little distance south of Gaya are the ruins of the celebrated Buddhist 
establishments which had been erected round the famous peepul of Buddha. The 
Brahmin pilgrims still adore this tree, or that which has replaced it in succession 
in the same spot for two thousand five hundred years. The existing one is 
scarcely more than two or three hundred years old, and does not seem likely to 
live much longer, having lost nearly all its branches. It stands at the top of a 
teiTace, the authentic Buddhist origin of which is easily recognised by the frag¬ 
ments of the balustrade surrounding it, which repeats the style of Sanchi; and 
Imfore the sacred object stands a brick temple, which Cunningham believed to be 
the edifice raised by Asoka about the year 250 B.C. 

The grottoes, or chambers hewn in the rock by the hand of man, are very 
numerous in the environs of Gaya and Behar, and are of singular archteological 
interest, as l)eing the most ancient monuments of the kind ever hewn in India. 
They are for the most part only small cubic rooms, cut with great labour in the 
rock, w’hich is syenitic granite, and are completely destitute of ornament: one 
only, the Lomas-llichi Cave, in the hill of Baraba, exhibits some sculpturings on 
its facade; and in general their inner walls are completely polished—a peculi¬ 
arity not observed in any other grottoes in India. Among them are some dating 
from a very remote antiquity, long previous to Buddhism. Of this number i.s 
the cave of Sattipani, situated in the hill of Baibarghiri, near Eajgriha, which 
had attained antiquity even so far back as the time of King Adjatasatra, who 
chose it as the place of assembly for the first Buddhist synod, on the ist of July 
of the year 543 before our era. In the facade still may be seen the holes in 
which were inserted the beams of the hall built at the entrance to the cave, for 
the accommodation of the five hundred prelates who composed this celebrated 
assembly. 
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A Niglit on tlie Railroad.—Bengal.—Rajinahal.—The Ruins of Qaur.—Moorshedabad.—The 
Bengalese.—The Nawab Nazim.—The Plains of the Delta.—Bimlwan.—The Maharajah. 
—Pandouah.—Shah Soufi’s Pike.—Chandernagore.—The French Colony.—The Tiiveni of 
fiooghly.—Chinsuiuh.—Calcutta. 

S took our tickets at Bhagulpore for Azimgaiiges, the station 
for Moorshedabad. As the train left at two in the morning, 
we were placed in one of the comfortable sleepitig-carriagcs 
which the Etist Indian KaUway has recently introdttced on its 
lines. These carriages contain only two compartitieiils, in each 
of which there is but a single seat, the movable back of which 
takes oil', ami, being fastened by straps, forms a sort of conch of the same de¬ 
scription as tlie beds used in ships’ cabins. On the opposite side of the cairiage 
are two closets—one for the toilet, tlie other for convenience. By paying a 
slight addition to the price of the ordinary places, you may thus travel sur¬ 
rounded by all the comforts so essential in this country. I had, however, already 
e.\'perienced the utility of this invention in a previous journey 1 made on the 
East Indian line; but anxiety not to interrupt the course of my narrative forbade 
reference to it earlier. 

lJuring my first stay in Agra, in 1866, I had written to Calcutta to have the 
chemical materials and plates necessary in photography sent on to me from that 
city. My letter not having reached its destination, I waited for the packet some 
days; when, seeing nothing arrive, I determined to go myself to Calcutta to 
fetch those articles, without which it was impossible for me to continue my 
journey. Leaving Agra one morning at six, 1 arrived at Calcutta three dajs 
afterwards, during the night; and, after a stay of twenty-four hours in the town, 
I returned to Agra, thus accomplishing the entire distance in seven days and a 
half. Thanks to the sleeping-carriages, I had been able to travel over this 
immense distance with comparatively little fatigue—sleeping at night on a 
comfortable little bed, and walking up and down in my carriage during the day; 
and, at stations unprovided with buffets, I found a servant who, wlien ho had 
taken the orders for my meal, telegra]ihed on to the next station, where my 
breakfast or dinner awaited my arrival. 

The Anglo-Indian Companies are making praiseworthy efforts to succeed in 
rendering long journeys by rail possible even in summer. Thus travellers pro¬ 
ceeding from Bombay to Calcutta by the express trains now are accommodated 
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with carriages with cuscas swathed in inattings, which are kept moist by reservoirs 
specially provided for the purpose. This moisture, enveloping the carriage, pre¬ 
serves the temperature at a degree of coolness sufficient almost to extinguish the 



risk of incuiTing sun-stn^ke or apoplexy, at one time so frequent on these journeys. 

But to return to our journey from Bhagulpore to Moorshedabad. After a 
good nights rest, passed on the seat of the carriage, I awoke to see the sun 
already flooding with its rays the beautiful green plains which extend along a 
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picturesque little chain of hills, notched out like sharp pyraiuids. We were 
entering into Bengal Proper, and these hills were the extreme point of the group 
of the Eajmahals. From this point the line, which from Agra pursues an easterly 
direction, following the course of the Jumna and the Ganges, turns off abru])tly 
and runs towards the south, parallel with the Hooghly, the extreme westeuii 
branch of the great network of the Lower Ganges. 

We soon reached the station of Teen I'ahar (the Three Mountains), so called 
from the vicinity of three curious volcanic craters, one of whicli, it is said, shows 
every now and again signs of activity; and somewhat farther to the east is llaj- 
niahal, the ancient capital of Western Bengal. 

The Ganges reign paramount over this land, which it has itself created with 
the clay it has brought (iown from Hindostan. Suddenly it issues from its bed, 
inundates the plains, overthrows towns and ravages the harvests; and then, after 
havjng made its fuly duly felt by its unhappy subjects, it completely abandons 
its old course, and opens for itself new paths towards the ocean through the 
swampy, muddy land. There is therefore scarcely any part of Bengal which has 
not, at some time or another, formed the bed of one of the arms of tlie Ganges. 
Often, while digging in the middle of a rice-field several leagues distant from the 
river, frameworks of boats are discovered, and even of vessels, which had sunk in 
file deep waters that formerly covered the fields of the present day. It was 
partly owing to one of those freaks of the Ganges that the famous Gaur, the 
splendid capital of Bengal fell in a few years from the greatest prosperity to 
complete ruin. The river, after ravaging it, left it to flow at a distance from the 
city ; and people now gaze with astonishment at its long lines of ’wharves, rising 
with their flights of innumerable stairs from the midst of trees and birshes. 

At ten o’clock we stopped at the station of Nulhattiie, whence a short line 
branches off to Moorshedabad. 

This town, one of the most important in Bengal, extends for several miles on 
either side of the Bhagarati, a groat offset of the Ganges. Imagine an assemblage 
of huts' of the most wretched appearance, with walls made of straw matting 
suspended to stakes, and with roofs of palm-thatch half battered in by the rain; 
muddy streets without pavements, oveiTim with water and weeds, in which it is 
scarcely possible to make a step without slipping; and above the huts rising, at 
intervals, high-terraced brick houses. To these add, by way of monuments, vast 
buildings of strange design, wherein stately rows of columns enframe arched 
Moorish windows; and the uniform blackness produced by the damp reminding 
the traveller of the architecttiral perspectives of Ball Mall. Such is Moorshedabad, 
and such are all the towns in English Bengal. What an immense difference from 
the handsome bazaars, elegant dw’e'lliug-houses, and sumptuous palaces of the 
towns of Rajasthan, and even of Hindostan! And to think that it is from such 
specimens as these that many people, who have seen only Calcutta and some parts 
of Bengal, presume to judge of all India ! 

And then the inhabitants ! Here the contrast is perhaps more striking still. 
I don’t know what impression the first sight of the Bengalese produces on the 
traveller arriving from Europe ; but, speaking for myself just come from the 
interior of India, I must say tliat I stood bewildered at the sight of these, people, 
with their white togas, beardless faces, bare heads, and hair arranged in a fashion 
like Romans of the Decline. How can the Bengalee, with his meagre slender 
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limbs, be compared with the fine robust Sikh, or the honest and loyal Kajpoot, or 
the vigorous Hindoo ? He has nothing of the Aryan but his tongue, and only 
little of the delicacy of feature; but, in all other respects, he is simply a close 
relative of the Chinese family, as is the Burman. 

In coming to Moorshedabad, I was especially desirous to see the Nawab 
Nazim, the last descendant of the celebrated Nawabs of Bengal. I went, there¬ 
fore, to the palace, and sent up our cards to the prince, accompanied by a short 
note informing him who we were; but this exalted personage, doubtless mistaking 
our intentions, sent word in reply that he could receive only officials. I had the 
opportunity, however, of seeing the Nawab of Moorshedabad again, two years 
later, in Paris. 

Before going to Calcutta, I had still to try and visit .^the Maharajah of 
Burdwan, one of those English rajahs whom chance ,and ill-luck had hitherto 
prevented mo from approaching. We took the rail again, therefore, fur Bnrdv'an. 
On returning to tlie Nulhattce station, we reproceeded towards the soutli. 
Nothing was now to be seen but vast and monotonous plains, covered with a 
continuous carpet of verdure of an emerald green, and occasionally dotted with 
largo clusters of taras and palm-trees. The mango-tree, the peepul, and the niin, 
those enormous-trunked trees, with their thick dark foliage so thoroughly charac¬ 
teristic of the plains of the interior, had almost entirely disappeared. The villages 
were masses of shapeless huts of palm-leave.s, loam coated, and invaded on all 
sides by the exuberant vegetation which surrounds them, half buried in the 
numerous marshes. The sun striking the stagnant water of the rice-fields caused 
columns of stdam to rise from them, wdiich formed a sort of bluish veil that 
covered the ground, and faintly shaded the outlines of the trees. Water is 
visible everywhere ; the labourer’s spade, turning over the clods of earth, discovers 
large pools. All the ground of this vast delta is simply mud, barely covering an 
immense stream with a dry layer of soil. In fact, two-thirds of Bengal is neither 
land nor water, but a muddy compound, which only the tropical sun can succeed 
in extracting from the liquid element. With any other climate Bengal would be 
a mere unapproachable swamp; and from this continual sti uggle between sun 
and water spring those miasmata which, aggravated by a vegetation of abnormal 
richness, form a subtle poison. This poison is no other than the terrible Asiatic 
cholera, which, originating on these green plains, has been conveyed by pious 
Hindoos towards the western sanctuaries, and, thence carried by Mussulman 
pilgrims to Mecca, lias at last propagated itself as far as our own Europe. Cholera, 
in fact, reigns permanently in these villages; and, buried as they are in the rice- 
fields, and stifled under creeping plants and the dark canopies of the palm-trees 
residence therein, however short, proves fatal to the European. 

liice forms the wealth of these districts, and is almost their sole produce, its 
long bright gieen clusters flourishing in the sodden earth, and its grains swelling 
to an enormous size in the midst of the moisture. Each field is enclosed between 
small dykes, a few feet high, designed to shut in the water; and their regular 
lines give the plain the appearance of a gigantic draught-board. 

On nearing Burdwan, we saw large clusters of palm-trees of majestic bearing, 
their long leaves spread out like domes, aud—our eyes contemplated them with 
astonishment—cocoa-trees! Yes; cocoa-trees ! the first we had seen since we 
left the borders of the Gulf of Cambay. I never weary of admiring their broad 
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plumes swaying at the summit of a flexible trunk, like some gigantic rocket, 
which, bursting, leaves a black train behind it. To have lived six years in India, 
and then to go into ecstasies about a cocoa-tree, may seem a strange thing to the 
reader. But perhaps ho will be still more surprised if I tell him that the cocoa- 
tree is common only on the coasts of India, that it grows only along the shores 
in the narrow zone vivified by the sea breezes; and that beyond this, in the 
vast interior of the continent, it is totally unknown, and regarded as a curiosity, 
only to be reared at a great expense, and with much trouble, in tlie gardens of 
palaces. From Baroda to this spot I had met with scarcely half-a-dozen cocoa- 
trees ; and all that the traveller over the greater portion of llajasthatl and 
Hindostan sees, in the shape of palms, are scanty date-trees, neitlicr larger nor 
more productive than those which touri.sts admire on the coasts of I'rovence. Tlie 
hotel at which we alighted at Burdwan is situated near the station; and imme¬ 
diately on our an-ival 1 wrote a few lines to the maharajah, begging him to grant 
us an interview. 

Jiurdwan, one of the principal towns of Western Bengal, is both tlie chiitf 
town of an Englis'n district, and the capital of a dejicndent principality. Tlie 
district is politically under the control of the English Government, but it also 
contains the large estates of the titular maharajah, who manages them in his own 
w'ay. There is not another district in all India richer or more populated, and 
the dense munbors of its inhabitants exceed those of the most populous parts of 
China. It is reckoned that, if all India were peopled in the same proportion as 
the zillah of Burdwan, it would contain eight hundred millions of inhabitants, 
instead of two hundred millions. The happy owner of this magaificent land, a 
real kingdom, is certainly the most fortunate sovereign in the world. He has 
neither army nor judicial administration to keep uji; no fear either of wars or of 
revolutions; and, on the other hand, he enjoys all the advantages of royalty— 
pomj)ous titles, honours, and cannon salutes. I'his powerful potentate, more 
sociable than his Moorshedabad colleague, in answer to my letter sent us his 
English- secretary with a carriage, to conduct us to him. 

Burdwan has less the appearance of a large and opulent city than of a 
pioneers’ camp established in the middle of a forest. The huts, of even more 
primitive aspect than those at Moorshedabad, are separated one from another by 
dense thickets of cocoa-trees and arecas, projecting their long festoons of creepers 
above the stagnant pools on which the broad leaves and pearly corollas of the 
lotus, the sacred flower of the waters, lie spread; and the streets arc wide, well- 
kept alleys, above which the trees form a shady roof. The inhabitant.s, of the 
purest Bengalee type, walk about almost entirely naked, their loins girt with 
narrow cotton drawers, to which the rich add a tunic of transparent gauze; and 
all go bare headed, with their hair dre.ssed ti, la Itomaine. Even the women wear 
only a scanty white sarri, scarcely concealing the bosom, unrestrained by any 
bodice. 

The rajah’s palace, a vast building in the Anglo-Indian style, is situated in 
the centre of a fine garden intersected by magnificent sheets of water. We were 
received at the foot of the introductory stei>s by the prince’s k&mdar, who, lead¬ 
ing us across spacious rooms decorated with pictures and statues, and furnished 
with thoroughly European luxury, brought us into a superb reception-room which 
would do honour to any of our own most sumptuous national palaces. 
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Some minutes after our arrival the maharajah entered, and, advancing, shook 
hands with each of us, bidding us welcome in perfect English. He was a man 
of about forty years of age; and his rather homely features were intelligent and 
pleasing. He wore the costume adopted by the reformers of the school of 
“ Young India,” a Eui-opean-fashioned frock-coat embroidered with gold, trousers, 
and a high velvet cap of the prosaic shape honoured by the name of " Greek.” 
I shall presently have occasion to speak of this school of Young India, of which the 
maharajah is one of the most eminent chiefs: here let it suffice to say that these 
reformers aim at giving the Indian people civil and religious institutions which, 
while • preserving the national traditions, will be more in accordance with the 
progress of modern civilisation. After a long and interesting conversation the 
maharajah begged us to leave our hotel, and to accept a few days’ hospitality in 
the habitation he has had built expressly for Eurojjcan visitors in the very centre 
of his park. 

This park, designed in the European style, has some views of great beauty. 
The skilfully arranged groups of trees present an exquisite assemblage of plants 
of the tropics and of temperate regions; rivulets wind on every side ; the expanses 
of water are covered by a thousand birds, while deer, roes, and stags bound over 
the turf; and numerous kiosks and light chatris help one to enjoy at his case the 
beautiful scene. In one angle of the grounds are the elephants’ park, containiirg 
about thirty of these animals, and a line menagerie, in which the denizens of the 
Indian forests are assembled—tigers, buffaloes, bears, apes, &c. 

'The maharajah returned our visit on the day following our arriviil, and'we 
went out togetlier in a carriage to visit a curious group of one hundred and eight 
temjdes dedicated to Siva, which stand at the distance of a mile and a half from 
the town, on the verge of a line sheet of water. These temples are curious only 
from their great number; otherwise they are mere insiguiticant brick buildings. 

After a few days’ rest at Burdwan we took the rail again. We now were 
only seventy-four miles from Calcutta; but as we were in no hurry to reach the 
town, at which our long journey would be terminated, we made another stop not 
far from Burdwan, at the village of Bandouah, for the purpose of visiting some 
celebrated antiquities. 

I’andouah was, in 1339, the capital of the Brahininic kings of Bengal. At 
that period, the Mussulman ambassador sent to that court by the emperor of 
Delhi, Feroze Toghluck, being alwut to celebrate the birth of a son, invited his 
friends to a banquet, in which he served up to them the flesh of an ox he had 
secretly caused to be slaughtered. Not to offend the prejudices of the Brahmins, 
he had the bones of the animal carefully buried; but unfortunately the jackals 
unearthed the carcase, and the people, exasperated at the revelation, went to the 
king to demand the life of the murderer of the ox. On the refusal of the sove¬ 
reign, the fanatics attacked the residence of the ambassador, w'ho succeeded in 
escaping; but the unhappy infant, who had been the unconscious agent of the 
disaster, was taken and immolated as an expiatory sacrifice. The following year 
Toghluck’s army marched against the king of Pandouah, who was defeated in,a 
pitched battle fought under the walls of the capital. Tire town itself was 
invested by the Mussulmans, who took it only after a long siege. According to 
the tradition, the citadel contained a pond, the miraculous watera of which 
restored life to the soldiers killed in the contest; but the Mussulmans having 
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succeeded in throwing a quarter of an ox into it, the sacred water was dedled, 
and the Hindoos were forced to surrender. 

To commemorate this battle of I’andouah, whicli gave them the superb empire 
of Bengal, the conquerors raised a lofty tower of victory in the centre of the plain, 
which is still visible at a little distance from the railway station. It is a cylin¬ 
drical building, 120 feet high; and in its interior is placed a bar of iron, of the 
same dimensions as the tower, and called Shah-Soufi-ka-Iilt, or the pike of Shah 
Soufi, the Mussulman general who gained the victory. At the foot of the tower 
stands a fine mosque of gloomy and severe appearance, whoso two hundred brick¬ 
work cupolas jiroduce some very curious acoustic effects. 

The next train took us to the station of Muggra, near which is the ghat of 
Triveni, one of the most sacred spots in Bengal. This triveni, or point of junc¬ 
tion of three rivers, is like that of Allahabad, which my readers are already 
acquainted with; only here, instead of marking the point where the (hinges, the 
Jumna, and the mystic Sarasvati mingle their waters, it is supposed to indicate 
the spot where these three streams separate, to flow separately towards the sea; 
and in fact the Hoeghly, or western arm of the Ganges, throws out here to the 
right and the left two small canals which lose themselves in the inextricable 
network of the delta. The ghat is a largo and handsome flight of stairs over¬ 
looking a very picturesque ixirt of the course of the Hooghly; and pilgrims come 
here from very great distances, either to burn the bodies of their dead, or to purify 
themselves in the trebly sacred waters. Not far from this spot are still to be 
seen the ruins of a viuy ancient temple, as evidenced by the primitive form of 
its doors and the originality of its ornaments. Towards the beginning of the 
vulgar era, the neighbouring plain contained a laige and prosperous city, the 
celebrated Saptagrama (the city of the Seven Wise Men), one of the conuuercial 
centres frequented by the Bomans. 

lie-entering our railway carriage, within an hour we oiime to a pause again; 
but this time on French grouiul, at Chandeniagore. A feiv steps from the station 
we perceived with emotion the tricolour flag proudly waving above the trees: 
soon we were in the midst of fellow-countrymen and friends, and, for the first 
time in the course of four years, heard the sound of the French tongue pronounced 
hy French lips. And yet, after this first emotion, which is always felt on setting 
foot on ground sheltered by the national flag, we could not here avoid feeling 
a heaviness at heart on casting a glance around. What! does this spot of earth 
of a few square miles—this heap of low, dirty huts, invaded by water and 
vegetation—represent all our Indian empire in the north ? Dull streets without 
life, bazaars without trade, a liarbonr without vessels,—such at the present day 
is Chandernagore, which, in 1740, eclipsed Calcutta and governed Bengal. Wliy 
does France persist in retaining this insignificant sjxit of ground ? Is it to remind 
us what we might have been in India, and of what we are ? Is it for the military 
importance of a place where treaties forbid us to keep more than fifteen soldiers ? 
Would it not be better to efface all these melancholy souvenirs, and to withdraw 
our flag from a locality in which it only receives humiliations? Unless, indeed, 
the tribute of three hundred cases of opium, representing from 200,000 to 
300,000 francs, which England pays us on tlie condition that wo shall not 
interfere with her monopoly, be deemed a sufficient compensation for these 
humiliations.. 
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Still, Chandernagoro must be admitted to possess certain'advantages; such 
as a very picturesque position on the right bank of the Hooghly, fine sites, and 
a comparatively salubrious climate. If, therefore, it was resolved that we should 
maintain this possession, at the very least these natural advantages should have 
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been utilised. An unexpected, ojjportunity occuned about fifteen years ago, when 
the railway going up towards Delhi was being laid out, and Chandemagore was 
proposed to be crossed by the line. A company was formed at Calcutta to con¬ 
vert our colony into a sort of St. Oloiid -of the Indian capital: villas, a theatre, 
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atid other places of amusement were to be built there; in a word, Europeans 
were to be attracted to the spot, and to bring life into it; and, by way of com¬ 
pensation, the company asked of the French Government the cession of the 
ground necessary for the establishment of the line and of a station. The project 
was sent to Paris to be submitted to the superior authorities, whence it returned 
after a long delay. The Government consented to make the concession, but on 
the condition that all the men employed by the company on the line and at the 
station situated on French territory should be French, This was most ingenious! 
And what was the result? The English company abandoned its project,.and 
made the line pass otxtside our territory; so that the railroad now carefully 
avoids our colony, and the station, instead of being in the town, is two miles 
away from it. 

We were the object of 9, most agreeable and warm reception on the part of 
the few officers composing the government of the colony, and among them we 
passed several days which have left me the pleasantest of souvenii-s. Accompanied 

by Dr M-, we made several interesting excursions in the neighbourhood: 

to Hooghly, where there is a very curious mosque of quite a peculiar style; to 
Handel, whei-e the most ancient Christian edifice in Bengal, a Catholic church 
founded in 1599, is situated; and to Chinsurah, the ancient Dutch colony. 
Fifl’ally, promising to return speedily to Chandernagore, we took the rail, and in 
a lev hours were in Calcutta. 



CHAPTER LIX. 


CALCUTTA. 

• *■ 

The Tomti.—T he Biizaare.—The Inhabitants.—The Baboos.—Younj? India.—The Brahmo-Soniftj. 
—The Chunik-Pooja.—Kali.—The Stran<l.—The Cyclones.—Excursion to Dacca.—Jugger¬ 
naut.—The Ganges and the Brahinapoutra.-The Sunderbunds.—Diamond Harbour - 
Retrospective Glance. » 

HERE are few cities in Asia on which so much has been written 
as on Calcutta, from the time of Jacquemont, whose letters give 
us so delicate and correct a picture of Indo-European society 
in this town, to the interesting description published by JM 
Grandidier in the pages of the “Tour du Monde.” I shall 
therefore be very brief, and limit myself to pointing out some, 
particulars i<rhich may have escaped the observation of my predecessors. 

When the traveller, arriving direct from Europe by sea, lands at Calcutta, he 
cannot but be vividly impressed by the first view of the great Indian meti-opolis. 
Emerging from the low ground, half inundated by water, which he has just crossed 
on landing, he suddenly perceives a stately line of palaces surrounding an immense 
esplanade; on all sides rise columns and belfries; enormous vessels crowd the 
harbour; the busy crowds press on the quays; carriages and palanquins pass 
backwards and forwards in picturesque tumult • in a wal'd, cveiything reminds 
him that he has before him one of the greatest cities in the world, the capital of 
an immense empire. Nor is the impression dissipated by his entry into the city. 
He crosses squares that are worthy of London, and streets containing sumptuous 
shops, lined with houses having the portals of Greek temples. But he soon leaves 
all this magnificence: the streets change into muddy dark lanes; and mean straw 
huts, without any upper storeys, replace the palaces, and extend to the horizon of 
the plain. Here, too, the districts are not distinctly marked as they are at 
Bombay ; the hovel succeeds without interval to the palace. 

The population itself is far from presenting the picturesque variety pf types 
which render Bombay so remarkable. With the exception of some Chinese and 
Birmese, the inhabitants nearly all belong to the races of Northern India. Many 
Hindostanis, Brahmins, and Marwaris are found, principally carrying on the money 
trade; and the porters are, for the most part, natives of Orissa or of Birbhoum: 
but the great majority of the people, and all the citizens, are Bengalese. As for 
a titled aristocracy, it has long since disappeared and yielded its place to the 
favourites of fortune. 

The inferior classes merits little notice. Ignorant and superstitious, they ere 
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especially distinguished by their delects—cowardice, cunning, and fanaticism ; and 
Indians generally may account for the libellous character ascribed to them, by the 
fact that from study of the liengalese the erroneous conclusion has been drawn 
that all the nations of the vast Indian peninsula must answer to the same type. 
The people of Calcutta are, in short, a sorry specimen of the Hindoo race ; but it 
is not the same with the middling classes, who offer a very interesting subject for 
study. Having been long in contact with Europeans, and being enriched by trade, 
the Ikboos (the appellation borne by the citizens of Bengal) have resolutely 
entered on the path of progress, and placed themselves a! the head of a movement 
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of renovation which may bring about the most hajijjy results for the future 
destinies of the Indian nation. 

They readily recognised the fact that education would give them the most 
powerful means of attaining that equality which was denied to them by their 
conquerors. They founded colleges, and set their children to the study of Euro¬ 
pean sciences—medicine, law, and the practical arts; and very soon, to the "great 
astonishment of the English, the young Bengalees presented themselves in num¬ 
bers at the examinations for the Government situations, and they were compelled 





























598 INDIA. 

to authorise their admission. In a short time the Baboo element invaded the post- 
ofhces, telegraphs, railways, tribunals, and administrations, as it bad already 
monopolised manufactures and trades. But the Baboos had thoroughly under¬ 
stood that this progress could have no real importance until the day when they 
should be freed from the thousand fetters of the Brahmin ic religion, and, more 
difficult still, from the old social customs, more deeply rooted even than the 
religious feeling itself. 

To abandon Brahminism for Christianity would bo a dangerous experiment, 
as they would thus lose all influence over the masses of the population. The 
Baboos chose a half-measure; instead of overthrowing, they reformed. One of 
their number. Earn Mohun Eoy, a philosopher well known and esteemed in 
Europe, where ho had travelled for some length of time, gave them the basis of a 
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new religion, the Brahmo-Som&j, which, while appearing to return to Vedism, was 
in reality the adoption of certain modem philosophical ideas. The Brahmo-Soinaj 
recognises a single divinity, Brahma, the creating power; but leaves man all his 
entire independence, and makes his future state depend upon his actions, and not 
upon his religious practices. At present, however, it is only the outline of a 
religion; yet one to which its connection with ancient traditions, and a true 
liberalism, promise a marked influence in the future of Bengal, nay, of all 
India. 

The Baboos had still another and more serious obstacle to remove, one which 
they have yet succeeded only in shaking—that of the ancient customs. The 
people had witnefjsed with indifference the formation of the Brahmo-Som&j. 
To their eyes it was only one sect more added to the three or four hundred 
Hindoo sects; the Baboos in any case kept to Brahma and the Vedas; but 
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when it became known that they wanted to decree the equality of women, the 
education of girls, and the marriage of widows, their impassibility gave place to 
indignation. Nevertheless, the mo.st courageous members of the party, distin- 
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guished by the title of Young India, went on to the end. They opened schools 
for the girls, and several of them married widows. The period at which these 
events took place signalised a mighty date in the history of India: it marked 
the close of one era, and the opening of another. 
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Ill order to grasp the full significauce of fcliis true social revolution, it must 
be known that, according to the Hindoo dogmas, women should be kept in 
ignorance: the courtesan only should know how to read and write. As for the 
widow, the religious law was iiiexomble for her. As soon as a woman had lost her 
husband, her relations were bidden to take her and shave her hair; after which 
they clothed her in the coarsest garments, and she was condemned to tlie hardest 
labours of the household. Thenceforth she could wear neither silk, nor gold, 
nor silver; she could not eat with her friends; she was compelled to be the 
slave ajid servant of all. As for her marrying again, it was strictly forbidden to 
her; and the man who might be hardy enough to offer her marriage would lose 
his caste and incur civil death. The widow formerly had a means of escaping 
this life of torture; she could sacrifice herself as -burn herself alive on 

the body of her husbaiid: but, after the English prohibited these sacrifices, the 
poor woman had no other refuge from the severities of her people than the Ufe 
of a courtesan of the bazaar; she could not look to be even a nautchni. 

Here, then, was a work of reparation and justice to invite the reformers. 
It was no light undertaking to attack prejudices consecrated for nearly forty 
centuries, and deeply rooted in the people; but its magnitude did not dishearten 
these courageous men; and nuinbere of widows have been openly married to 
honourable Baboos. We may henceforth look forward to the day when these 
iuhuman customs will have disajtpeared altogether. 

The favourite divinity of the people of Calcutta is the bloodthirsty Kali, the 
wife of Siva, the goddess of murder; whose altm’S formerly were sprinkled only 
with human blood. Her idols are always represented surrounded by dead bodies 
and skulls; in a word, there is no worship more odious or disgusting. It was 
usually in the month of July or August that the great festival in honour of Kali 
took place, when crowds assembled on a jdain near the city, to assist at the 
great ceremony of the Ohuruk-Booja. 

This ceremony, the name of which signifies “ to adore while turning,” con¬ 
sisted of the following forms:—A sort of apparatus, similar to that used at our 
fetes to make children go round on wooden horses, is fixed in the ground; and 
at the end of each arm of this species of gallows hung a cord provided with 
sharp-edged hooks, with which the fanatic votaries of Kali pierced their flesh. 
The machine, being put in motion, carried the unfortunate creatures round as it 
were in a whirlwind; and they fell heavily to the ground where the weight of 
the body and the rapidity of the movement at length tore away the fragment of 
flesh held by the hook. 

The English Grovernment having forbidden this custom, the fanatics now 
content themselves with falling from a great height to the earth, lacerating their 
bodies with iron hooks, and abandoning themselves to the wildest extravagances 
to please the dark Kali. Happening to be at Calcutta at the time of the 
Churuk-Pooja, I was invited by a Baboo to be present at the celebration of this 
festival. The proi>osal did not fail to surprise me, but I accepted it without 
remark. Great was my astonishment when, on arriving at the place where the 
festival was held, I saw a respectable assemblage of Baboos occupying a circle of 
chairs 'round a large piece of turf, in the midst of which rose a scaffolding 
provided with trapezes, bars, cords, rings—in short, a complete gymnastic 
apparatus. Soon after, a number of boys aud young men arrived, who very 
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cleverly executed some excelleuli feats of agility, under the direction of two 
English soldiers. To the gymnasts succeeded an orchestra, also composed of 
young Indians, who played us several pieces, and finally there came a chorus of 
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children, who sang hymns in Bengalee. When the representation was over, 
prizes were distributed to the children, who were afterwards invited to. sit down 
to a copious repast. “ The greater part of these children,” said my companion, 
“ belong to the poorest classes of the town, and yet there are numbers of young 
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Baboos among them. By providing for them pleasures and recreations which were 
unknown to them before, we wean them fi’om the sanguinary spectacles to which 
they would otherwise have become attached; we elevate their minds, and prepare 
them to become men. And this is how we celebrate the Churuk-Pooja.” It will 
thus be seen that the Baboos of Calcutta deserve all sympathy from the Europeans. 
Many of the English, however, alarmed at their increasing preponderance, treat 
them with much contempt, and try to represent these reforms as vaiu ostentations. 
Such is not my opinion. The Baboos are most steady and praiseworthy people; 
and, if there is anything ridiculous about them, it is their name, which is as odd 
in the Indian tongue as in French, and which I should advise theni, while they 
are about it, to change for one more euphonious. 

I shall not speak of tlie life which Europeans lead at Calcutta. With the 
u]>per English classes it is only a copy of high life in I.<)ndou; they dance, dine, 
drink tea, and pay visits, tightly buttoned up in black coats, and wearing black 
hats, exactly as they do in Belgravia. In the evening all the European colony 
display their toilettes and tlieir equipages on the Strand, a .sliort promenade with¬ 
out trees along the banks of the river. 

The Hooghly, the arm of the Ganges wliich waters the town, is nearly a mile 
in breadth at this jwint, and lazily rolls its deep waters between low and not 
very picturescpie banks. Formerly innumerable corjisea used to be seen floating' 
on its surface followed by flights of birds of prey, who tore them to pieces before 
the very eyes of the passem-by. The English Government now prohibits the 
inhabitants of the banks from throwing bodies into the stream; but, as the 
practice was adf)j)ted only by those who were too jjoor to pay the exjjenses of a 
funeral pile, they had to establish a sort of municipal pile, an immense tower, 
whereon a brazier is constantly flaming, destined to devour the remains of the 
poor wretches. On the right bank of the river, at a little distance alwve the 
town, lie the magnificent Botanical Gardens with which the famous Hooker 
endowed Calcutta, and which are without doubt at the present day the finest and 
most spacious in the world. There may be found assembled together, not in 
greenhouses but in the open air, and planted in the ground, the wonders of the 
African, American, Asiatic, and Oceanic Floras. The principal -curiosities are a 
baob&b of Senegal, the trunk of which does not measure less than thirty feet in 
circumference; and an Indian banyan, which overspreads a circumference of half 
a mile with its numerous pilasters. Unfortunately, this last tree was seriously 
damaged by the great cyclone of Calcutta. 

The cyclone! What a sinister echo this word has in the great Indian 
metropolis! Ho scourge exists that can be compared with it, and everything 
trembles at its terrible power. 

Every one has hoard of the great cyclone which, in 1864, brought Calcutta 
to within an inch of utter ruin. The wind, driving back the current of the 
Hooghly with irresistible force, flung its waters from their bed like a moving 
rampart, carrying with them the two hundred and forty vessels which were 
anchored there, crushing them one against the other, and scattering desolation on 
both banks of the stream. The atmospheric vortex, after this first calamity, 
precipitated itself with diabolical rage on the unhappy city. At one stroke it 
swept the poo:- districts of the natives, carrying away the huts, hurling their 
fragments like dust to a distance, and snapping the flexible palm-trees like 
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straws. Next; leaving two hundred thousand unfortunate people without shelter 
in a flooding rain, the scourge appeared to seek out more serious adversaries. 
Battering against the heavy massive edifices of the EuroiJeau town, its furious 
gusts burst the walls with the power of a tliousand battering-rams, overthrowing 
porticos and colonnades, twisting tlie iron balconies, and carrying off the roofs. 
Then, at the moment when the trembling population had given up all hope of 
safety, the phenomenon suddenly disapi^ared, calm was restored, and the pooi' 
town was safe. But at what a price! Two Inmdred vessels lost or smashed ; 
hundreds of palaces overthrown; thousands of huts destroyed; and, wha^ wivs far 
more terrible than the millions represented by these disasters, twenty thousand 
dead bodies lay in the city, and a hundred thousand in the neighboviring plains; 
on all sides villages swept aw'ay, and harvests destroyed over the whole extent of 
Lower Bengal 

If this cyclohe were but an accident, and an isolated occurrence, it might not 
lie so grave a matter after all; but not a year passes in which tempests less 
trmnendous, but not less alarming than this one, do not burst over the town. 
U'here is no concealing the fact that Calcutta lies in the track of these plienoniena, 
and that it is doomed to fall a victim to their attacks, just like so many other 
towns whose ruins cover the swamps of the Sunderbund. 

During my stay at Calcutta 1 witnessed one of these cyclones, of lesser 
violence. Since the previous evening the barometers had undergone tolerably 
sharp oscillations, and at one o’clock in the afternoon the sky, in which a 
brilliant sun had shone since the morning, became overcast with clouds with 
astonishing lapidity. 1 was on the Esplanade, and immediately on these first 
symptoms became aware of a great movement in the roadstead ; the vessels were 
lowering their topgallant masts and yard.s, and seemed to be getting ready for a 
struggle. Suddenly, on looking round me, I saw every one taking to flight, and 
running as though pursued by some enemy. Nevertheless, the air was still 
calm ; and 1 could scarcely understand this panic, when at the extreme end of the 
Esplanade, on the side of Fort William, I distinguished a sort of cloud of greyish 
dust, which advanced sweeping along the ground with rapidity. 1 took to running 
in my turn, and with a certain degree of alarm, for I all at once found myself 
absolutely alone in the vast plain, and 1 had to cross over several hundred yards 
before I could reach shelter of houses. I was on the point of gaining one when 
1 heard cries behind me; and, turning round, at ten paces off I saw a palanquin 
set down in the middle of the road; the porters had run away, and abandoned a 
poor English lady, who in her fright did not know how to get out of her vehicle. 
At the moment that I was about to render lier assistance the dust overtook us; 1 
felt myself enveloped and pressed by an invisible and irresistible force; then my feet 
left the ground, and I fell to the earth. When 1 half raised myself the dust had 
disappeared, but the rain was falling in torrents, and the wind blew with a violence 
which prevented me from standing upright. The poor lady happily had suceeded 
in getting out of her palanquin, which the whirlwind dashed against the balu.«- 
trade of the Esplanade, and she lay on the ground mucli frightened. I succeeded 
in approaching her, half dragging myself along in a very ridiculous posture; and 
when I had raised her, wo were able, by mutual help, to reach the Hotel Gallais, 
which was in a neighbouring street. 1 had a great deal of trouble in getting 
them to open to us, for all the doors and windows had been carefully banicaded. 
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For a (jailer of an liour the violence of the wind continued oii a progressive 
scale; at last the walls began to vibrate in such an alarming manner that the 
hotel-keeper assembled every one in a room that generally occupies the centre of 
all the houses in Calcutta, and the very thick walls of which, cyclone-proof, were 
built in such a manner as not to suffer in the event of the fall of the whole 
edifice. Most fortunately we had not occasion for making trial of the solidity 
of this last refuge: the wind lowered sensibly; the rolling of the thunder, and 
the dazzling brilliancy of the lightning which had accompanied the rain from the 
beginning, ceased in their turn; and in a few moments a caha succeeded, and 
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the sky became blue and limpid again as though nothing had happened. The 
streets, however, presented a moxxrnful si)ectacle: tiles and branches of trees, 
signboards, fragments of palanquins and garments, bestrewed them from end to, 
end. Amongst the rubbish might be seen hundreds of dead crows, buzzards, 
kites, and a few small birds which had not been able to resist the wind, and had 
been dashed against the houses. 

This disaster reminds me that I have forgotten until now to acquaint the 
reader with the most celebrated of all the curiosities of Calcutta; I mean the 
arghUalis, or adjutants. 
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There is, fn fact, nothing that impresses a uew-e(jmcr more than the sight of 
these birds, as large as men, gravely walking amongst the crowds which throng 
the streets, or ornamenting with their fantastic, outlines the summits of all the 
buildings. Their bald, mangy heads pierced liy two little, rouml, red eyes, 
support enormous pointed beaks like trumpets, capable of swallowing a whole 
fowl, and furnished with violet-tinted ponelies which act as antecliambers to the 
iwwerful stomachs. Tlace one of these heads midway between the shoulders of, 
a white body, on which two black striped wings close like arms crossed behind 
the back; and set this body on two yellow logs of respectable length, and you 
have tlie adjutant, wlvicli sedeuce has baptized with the vulgar name 5f hagijed 
dork. 

The people, sirtick by the gravity of his walk and the thoughtful appearance 
of his denuded skull, have given him the name of philosopher or adjutant. These 
pjiilosophers arg a boon to Calcutta: their searching eyes never permit the 
slightest dirt to remain for an instant in the city. In this damp, hot climate, 
wjth the habitual filtliincss of the inhabitants, and in so large a town, without 
such auxiliaries iio attention would be sufficient to keep the streets in a state of 
even moo.Tate salubrity. The law, therefore, protects them; and it is forbidden, 
on penalty of a heavy fine, to molest them in any way. The arghilahs tlius are 
simply the commanders of a vast army of licensed scavengers of Calcutta, which 
is composed of tliousaml.s of vult.ure.s, buzzards, kit('s, and crows; but the whole 
crowd trembles before their terrible beaks, and the daintiest morsels are reserved 
for their prodigious stomachs. 

Every year, at the season of egg-laying, these birds leave Calcutta for three 
months; but at the end of this period they faithfully return, to occupy each 
one the post belonging to him—a fact that has been proved by means of collars 
with which some of them have been provided. One of these collar-bearers has 
mounted guard for thirty years at the j)alace of the Viceroy. 

I had lixed upon the motith of Se])temlK‘r for the date of my return to 
France: so, in order to profit by the two months T had before me, I did as 1 
had done at Bombay at the commencement of my journey; I established my 
centre of operations at (Jalcut.ta, and thence made excursions towards the piin- 
cipal jroints of the neighbouring provinces. My fir.st object was the temple of 
Juggernaut, where 1 arrived at the,time of the great festival. 

No line of railway yet connects Calcutta with Orissa, and the only means of 
transport to be found are native carts and the post service of dak palanquins. 
It may he supposed that I did not liesitate long iu making my choice. The 
service of travelling palanquins is imleed better arranged in Bengal than in the 
other presidencies, whei’e a climate less enervating allows the use of horses or 
carnages. At a moderate rate per mile, the dak autliorities here supply you with 
a comfortable palanquin and eight porters, who arc relieved every ten miles. At 
night, a masalchi lights the way with a torch of rags steeped in oil. One may 
thus traverse great distances without fatigue, at considerable speed, for the porters 
scarcely take more than two hours and a half from relay to relay. Bungalows 
are found on the loute, with khatisamah and peon, where one stops for meals. 

On leaving Calcutta the road goes westwards as far as Midnapore, then turns 
to the south towards Balasorc, where it runs at a little distance from the shore. 
On all this jouniey one or(i.sses monotonous ])lains, half drowned, covered with 
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iine rice-fields, and scattered with jiiisomble IhjngalesK! villages standing aiiiid,^ 
stagnant pools and ehanning groups of cocoa palms. Beyond ]{al,asn,v, 
leaves Bengal for Orissa: the soil becomes thinner, hills apiicar on the wesi, aii,] 
the sea air is felt more refreshing. 

The fourth day after (luitting Oalciitta 1 entei'cd CiiUack, the <iijiliitl ,if 
English Orissa. At this insigniticant town J only stopjjial as long a.s w;,-; 
necessary to clninge my pork-rs, and went on to Bouri, the sacred city of Jiig-t i- 
naut, situated sixty-two miles and a half farther south, on the sea-.shor(;. 

rouri is but a collection of houses dirty and ill built, surrounding the faiiioii.s 
temple of Juggernaut. As at Boshkiir, at Muttra, and Benares, its (loiitiug 
population, formed of jiilgrims from cvciy |»oint of the Indian jHmiu.sula, oiti- 
numliers the inhabitanl.s. The tcmjile itself, which attracts this jirodigioiis 
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gathering of fanatics all the. year round, has nothing very remarkable about it; 
not, at least, for the European visitor, who may only contemplate from the 
outside the siunmit of towers, whereof the base is hidden by a lofty crenelated 
wall. Massive pavilions, howerer, which surmount the gates of this wall, give 
one means of judging the ponderous and original style of its architecture, which 
resembles that of the fine Jain buildings under a heavy and uncouth form. 

Strange it is that this temple, looked on now by modern Hindoos as the holy 
of holies, is the one surviving nndispntable memorial which Buddhism has left iu 
Himlostan. 'J'liis is the venerable sanctuary which received, iu the division of 
the relies of Sakya-Mouni, the tooth of Buddha, tliat relic of relics which the 
Buddhists^ of Ceylon now boast themselves to possess. Not that the building 
extant dates from an epoch so distant — at the most it belongs to the eleventh 
or twelfth centiuy—but the idol contained in it, before which the fanatic crowd 
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curious fact that all castes are abolished whilst they last, the lowest sudra finding 
himself for the time equal with a Brahmin or a kshatrya. Moreover the statue 
of Juggernaut, containing relics or bones of the god Krishna, is carried about at 
this time in great pomp upon a sumptuous car, exactly as the Buddhists formerly 
carried about the relics of their saints at the same period of the year. Abolition 
of caste and worship of relics, the two fundamental dogmas of Buddhism, are the 
chief features of the Juggernaut feast. 

But the Brahmin fanaticism, thus forced to admit principles which it abhors, 
has succeeded in stamping on these fAtes a character that has •nothing Vedic nor 
Buddhist, by introducing the hideous butcheries of the procession of the Rattjfitra. 

These processions take place three times a year. The idol of Juggernaut is 
set upon a car measuring twenty-six feet long, and as many wide, mounted on 
sixteen wheels. I’he car is wood, plentifully covered with, sculptures, and for 
the ceremonies it is adorned with cloth of gold and costly stuffs. The ponderous 
mass is set in movement by stout cables, to which thousands of pilgrims harness 
themselves, stirred to madness by the sight of their god. 

In the course of these processions, hundreds of wretched fanatics used to carry 
their excitement such lengths as to throw themselves beneath the car wheels, and 
so get crushed, to win the paradise which rascally Brahmins promised as the 
reward of this sacrifice. - 

The English have now forbidden that bloody custom, and the procession is 
escorted by mounted policemen charged to watch the vicinity of the car. In 
these circumstances the illogical character of the Hindoo is well shown, its strarige 
mingling of cowardice and rashness. A man throws himself to earth before the 
heavy wheel; he has made the .sacrifice of his life; he lias dar ed without a 
shudder the horrible agony of a alow crushing, for the wheel turns with difficulty: 
but an English inspector has caught sight of him; with raised whip he springs 
at the poor wretch, who, on sight of the dreaded European, forgetting his own 
vows and his courage, hastily jumps up and hides himself trembling in the 
crowd, like a schoolboy discovcretl in cominittirrg a breach of rules. How shall 
we explain this courage before a dreadful agony, and this fear before a trifling 
prrnishment ? The fact is seen, however, on each occasion ; unfortunately too, in 
spite of all vigilance, every procession still makes its victims. 

From Poiiri I wont to visit the temple of Karrarac, well known to sailors 
under the name of the Black Pagoda, of which the high pyramidal tower is 
beheld from the serr, r ising alone in the midst of the flat and sandy delta of the 
Mahawadi. This temple, built in 1236 by King Narsing Dec, must have been 
one of the fine.st buildings in Orissa; nothing now remains but the porch, 
surmorrnteJ by a pyrantidal roof in stone, of intposing effect. 

Iletunring towards Crrttack, I visited also the astounding ruins of Bhowaneshwur, 
a magnificent group of temples dating from the terrth century. Not far* from 
thence are the grottoes of Oudghiri and Khandaghiri, most interesting in an 
archaeological point of view, but of small size and clttttrsy exeerrtion. At a little 
distarree from the field of rrrins of Bhowaneshwrtr, upon the barrks of the river 
Dayat, rises the farrrous rock of Asvastouma, which contains, besides several 
interesting little grottoes, a superb inscription of one of the edicts published by 
Asoka itr 250 B.C. Indeed, all this part of Orissa is rich in precious monuments 
of ancient Indian hi,story. 
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On my return to Calcutta, I started this time towards the southern part of 
tlio Delta, towards that ill-defined region which is no longer sea, and is not ydt 
continent, called Sauderhand, and, in Englisli, Suiiderhund. A short line of 
railway takes you to Port Canning, a harlx)ur founded some years ago on tlie 
Mutlali, one of the mouths of the Ganges, wider and more accessible tlian tlie 
Hw)ghly. Notwithstanding this advantageous situation, the new town does not 
seem destined to emulate Calcutta for many a long day. It appeared to me to 
he a poor little horoj^h, possessing a few timber-yards, in front of which one or 
two ships were balancing in a melancholy manner. 

At Port Canning I made an arrangement with the master of a large native 
boat, who agreed to take me for a three days’ excursion through the m(!andering.s 
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of the Sunderbunds. Schaumbuig and a single servant accompanied me; and we 
carried provisions with us for several weeks, providing against the chance of a 
breeze carrying us out of the track, or even out to sea. 

The first day we ascended a narrow canal of stagnant water, winding between 
low, marshy islands, covered with thick jungle, above which a few cocoa-trees, 
with their immense plume-like foliage loaded with fruit, rose like rockets into the 
air. Tlie banks of the canal were hidden by an inextricable maze of roots and 
aquatic plants, rendering them* almost unajqu'oachable. T locks of birds peoiiled 
these fetid shores, and amongst them 1 distinguished the giant heron, the large 
black stork, tlie arghilah, and the brown ibis. These huge wading birds, perched 
like sentries on the abutments of the mangrove-trees, stared at us stupidly, as wo 
passed, and let themselves be killed with such stoicism that we soon had cnougli 
of the monotonous butchery. The water itself in certain places was covered by 
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Imndreds of little divers and Brahmin ducks; and water-fowl, with purple or 
indigo-tinted plumage, darted over the lotus-leaves. I shot a few; but each time, 
before we could approach them, the bird suddenly disappeared, drawn beneath the 
water by an invisible power. These game-stealers were no other than the crocodiles, 
which swarm in these waters, but which, alarmed by the rejrorts of our guns, 
prudently hid under the surface. 

Towards evening we had a proof of the abundance of these creatures in the 
canals of the Sunderbunds. The master of our barge cast ^nchor for the night 
near,a wretched group of huts, where the men of our crew landed to cook their 
meal; and near the landing-place I remarked a stockade formed of large stakes, 
jutting out into the water, and completely surrounding a sort of drinking-trough. 
The master explained to me that the natives were obliged to entrench themselves 
behind this fortification when they had to fetch water or to wash their clothes, if 
they did not desire to be carried ofl‘ by the crocodiles. He assured me that,these 
cunning animals nevertheless find a way to baffle these precautions. They 
jKjnetrate into the interior of the stockade from the banks, conceal themselves 
under the waters, and i)atiently wait until a woman or a child approaches; when 
they spring ujton their prey, seize it, and hasten to reach the o])en stream, dragging 
it after them. A year never passes without the villages having to pay a deadly 
tribute to the ferocious monsters. 

Crocodiles are not the only enemies against which the inhabitants of tlic 
Sunderbunds have to defend their wretched existence. The jungles which 
surround them on every side abound in wild beasts of every kind; but tigers 
especially are' there in prodigious numbers. These animals swim easily from one 
island to another, and sometimes they make a concerted attack upon the villagers, 
who are then compelled to surround their dwellings with palisades and sustain a 
regular siege. The natives, however, wage war to the knife against them. They 
generally employ trenches filled with spikes of hardened wood, and, besides these, 
use highly ingenious traps of quite an original make. Among these may la; 
specified the following. 

They choose a young tree, strong and flexible, which they bend in the shape 
of a bow, fastening the end by means of a cord to a stake fi,xed in the ground. 
This cord bears the bait, which is so arranged that the tiger cannot touch it with¬ 
out getting his head into a noose. At the least movement the animal makes when 
oncci he is caught, tlie knot tightens, the cord attached to the stake is unwound, 
and the tree, let loose, springs sharply up, carrying witlr it the tiger, who remains 
pitiably suspended in the air. To prevent him from getting free, a sort of roller 
of hardened wood is so arranged that, at the moment when the tree is unbent, it 
slips along the cord, and violently strikes the part of the animal which is caught 
by the slip-knot. 

Since the Engh'sh have tried to develop the cultivation of rice in the Sunder- 
bunds, they have furnished the natives with strychnine, and several tigers have 
perished by the poison. I'heir numbers, however, have as yet been scarcely 
reduced, for during the night we heard a concert .of hoarse roars round us on all 
sides. 

The inhabitants of the Sunderbunds bear the name of Molanglus. They are 
in general very black, of short stature, and delicate constitution. Their chief 
trades are the extraction of salt from sea-water, and fishing. Amongst the in- 



SUNDERDUNDS. 


(m 


iiunierable fishes which people Ihe waters of this country nnist he mentioned the 
mmif/o fish, so highly prized in the Calcutta market. This fish, of a magnificent 
golden-yellow colour, scarcely exceeds the size of a barbel; its white, boneless 
flesh is of exquisite flavour. 
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b\.r two day.s more we wamhoed over the network of the mouths of the 
(langes, sometimes crossi.ig at full sail magnificent estuaries as wide as 
times, on the contrary, gliding along narrow canals, above u iic i lo ices i c ^ 
laced their branches, forming shady canopies. Wc had vi.si do pioo .s ' 

of the Sunderbunds were even at tlie present day on the high roat p o ] y . 
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and some islands whereon En<,dishiaen have established themselves exhibited 
magnificent cultivation of rice, fine indigo, and sugar plantations. 

A few days after my return to Calcutta 1 took the Eastern Bengal Railway, 
which conveyed me over the whole extent of the Delta, and set me down at 
Coalanda, on the right bank of the principal arm of the Ganges. The stream at 
this point lias scarcely a greater breadth than at Monghyr, and slowly rolls its 
waters between low and monotonous banks. The next day a steamer took me to 
Dacca by the Dulasseri, one of the canals of the Delta. The,Dulasseri, although 
communicating with the Ganges, no longer properly belongs to the plan of this 
stream; it forms tlie extremity of the great western branch of the Brahmapoutra. 

Dacca did not fail to disappoint me. I expected to find remains worthy of 
the great part it bad taken during long centmies as the capital of Eastern Bengal, 
but I saw only a few insignificant ruins. On the other hi .nd, the modem city 
presents the appearance of a great commercial centre; its bazaars are populous 
and animated, and exhibit a curious mixture of race.s, the Indo-Chinese type being 
met with almost in an equal proportion to the Hindoo type. Dacca, however, 
marks the extreme eastern frontier of India. Some miles farther to the east, the 
Megna, the great branch of the Bralimapoutra, marks the limit of the Hindoo 
world, and the lulls that are seen on tlie horizon have no other population tim,n 
the Koukis and the Louchais—all triV)cs of Indo-Chinese riu;c and customs. 

Thus 1 had this year traversed India in its greatest extent from west to east, 
from the Indus to the Brahmapoutra. On the 30th August I returned, to 
Calcutta, and on the ist September I went on board the Lahoimlmmiis. After 
six years of journcyings, labours, and fatigues, 1 was at last starting on the road 
for my own land, and bidding aditeu to Indi.% I had also to say good-bye to my 
good and faithful companion, who was detained by fresh projects in the country. 
My old bearer Devi, the trusty servant who had followed me for two years 
through so many good and evil fortunes, was there also, melted in tears, and 
embracing my knees. At last the moment of parting arrived; the bcdl rang ; 1 
saw Schaumburg and the old bearer pushing off in the boat, and waving me their 
last adieu; then the screw struck the water, and soon Calcutta disajipeared from 
our sight. All day we descended the stream; the next morning we passed 
Diamond Harbour; then the shores became distant and dim, and the land of 
India vanished in the mists of the horizon. 

During the six years I had passed in India, from 1863 to 1868, I had more 
than accomplished the programme I had arranged for myself on my departure 
from Baris. Including the ports I was to touch at during my homeward voyage, 
Madra.s, I’ondicherry, and Ceylon, there was scarcely a spot in the vast peninsula 
that 1 had not passed over. I had by turns visited the presidency of Bombay, 
the Deccan, Goojerat, the eighteen independent courts of Rajpootana and Central 
India, the land of the Bheels and the Gounds, the Punjaub, the Western Hima¬ 
layas, Hindostan, Aondli, Behar, and Bengal. From Ootakamund to Simla, 
from Peshavvur to Dacca, I had traversed this immense country in every 
direction. 

In thus compendiously summing up the material results of my explorations 
I am not actuated by the ambition of making an idle display of distance. I am 
anxious rather to irrove how far the success of my undertaking had surpassed 
my greatest hopes. This success is referable in large measure to exceptional 
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circumstances, wliich I feel it my duty to unfold to tl.o render wlio has Kindly 
accompanied me so I'ar. •’ 

It has been seen that this journey, whieli I commenced as a simple tourist 
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depending on his own resources, witliout any oflicial sup})ort, was destiijed soon 
to assume a very different character—one, indeed, more in accordance with the 
high position of an accredited representative of a mighty Power, I was to 
advance through these countries surrounded by numerous and imposing escorts, 
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followed by a complete warlike equipage, saluted on my entrance into the towns 
by the firing of cannon, loaded with every honour, and received by all the 
sovereigns with the most flattering eagerness, whereas I had only hoped to have 
been able to devote myself quietly to my labours and studios. , 



Although I have resolutely limited the narrative of my journey to the plainest 
statement of facts disclosed in all truth and simplicity, even passing over in 
silence all adventures of a too romantic description, yet 1 fear that some of my 
readers may have been tempted to believe that the'author of this account 
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possessed some high mission wliich ho lias kept secret, or some more than 
ordinary means of fortune. This is not the case; and 1 wish to declare it. The 
reception accorded to me during my stay in India was owing to very simple 
causes, which it will be sufficient for me to ]:)oint out briefly. 



In the first place, if we go back to the year 1863, when I undertook my 
journey, it will be remembered that France had then, to the eyes of strangers, 
arrived at the apogee of her glory and power, and that her name might be Lid,' 
without boasting, to have filled the universe. ” 
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There is therefore nothing surprising in the fact that the sovereigns of India, 
seeing in me, certainly not the official representative of the great country then 
admired and feared by all, yet a scientific traveller of that nationality, should Imve 
been anxious to testify, by the honours they lavished upon this Frenchman, the 
first who ever visite<l their courts, their esteem and respect for the name of 
France. Tims my own humble and obscure individuality only received the marhs 
of respect intended for my country. 

On the part of the English, the reception 1 obtained was neither less 
sjonpaftlietic nor less courteous. No shade of suspicion or of jealousy intervened 
to hinder my researches; on the contrary, I met everywhere with the heartiest 
hospitality, the warmest cordiality, and even I must say with the sincerest support. 
In the countries I passed through, most of the representatives of England were 
officers of the Iloyal Army, and amongst them I found the deoply rooted mL..iory 
of those days, then not long past, and now so far distant, when English a.xd 
French fought .side by side, and when the two flags proudly covered the worl|* 
with their mighty folds. 



MOOHIKH MKItCHANT, CKYLON. 




VOCABULARY OF INDIAN TEEMS USED IN THE COURSE 

OF THIS WORK. 


AbM, a will'll . ■ Pi'i'sid'i lii^rivutimi, nieaiiiu)' au 
abidin^'-placa. It ia iiaed in comiiiiHitiini aa the 
ti-rminul ajijiullatiiiii uf many Inijiaii eitieH: 

• AIlnlidMtl, the abiiili! nf Gml ; AhmcdahM, the 
city Ilf Ahiiii'il. It alao iiic.uik fertile. 

'Amh. nian}iii. 

Anm., copiH rmiincy, reprcHcntine tile eighth jiart of 
a .nhilling, oc of a half-rupee. 

Alhir-jxht, roae-watcr and pan Hoparee, used nt all 
durbars and ceremi'j.ies. 

Ai/ii/i, nurse, lady's maid, fenuvle senant. 

/Ml/A, a garden. 

Unlmdimr, brave, a title of nobility. 

liiijrce, a kind of millet. 

/Mni/, a cojiijMMind of opium and heuip-.seed. 

llnni/iin, or Hnr-lrcf, the largest of Indian lig-trees. 
Tiiis tree luvs the power of throwing down nsits 
fnim its lateral branches, which, if undisturbed, 
tend to make the ai-ea covered by a single tree 
of vast extent. 

/Mo/i, a well, or cistern of cut stone. 

Jk;/um, a Mahouietiin princess, 
porter or guide. 

Jtlicestcr, water-carrier. 

Jliri, a kind of cigarette. 

Jirahmim, Hindoos of the priestly ca.ste. 

Jliilhul, the Indian nightingale. 

Jliiwl, a dyke or dam. 

nmir/alom, Kuropean residence. 

Jlatfiffahw (TnirfOrrn'), establishments kept u|> by 
Government for the accoimnislation of travellers 
on postal routes, usually at intervals of alsnit ten 
miles ; there is a charge of one rupee per diem, 
nn(l there are regidations regarding the vacation 
of apartments in favour of the next comer, after 
twenty-four hours of (Kxmpatiou. ' 

Jlimtjheeni, sweepers, the lowest caste. 

Hurra, great; a term usually applied to the prin- 
cifial English Resident nt a place. 


C'luiUi/u, a sacred place, containing objects dedicated 
to the divinity—Buddhist. 

Olmrjitirc, bedstead. 

Chtimrr, the ailit to a teniiile, also a fan of yak tails 
11,sell in ceremonies. 

Chatri, pavilion on four columus. 

Vlirrtah, this animal is trained for deer-hunting. It 
has semi-retractile claws, and is the connecting 
link between dog and cat. 

Vhiltoutra, kiosk, frequently the principal place in a 
sipiare. 

VhAUlar, bearer of stick of oHico, ceremonia! mes¬ 
senger. 

Choor, robber. 

VliDjiatUr, unleavened bread universally used. 

VhojMii/a, a carriage on four or six wheels. • 

Vho)>riiim'r, belted messenger. 

Cliftla, small. 

Chuutri, pavilion raised on mnnerous columns. 

Vhmrkiiiitar, night-watchman. 

Viilwii di aipdld, the spectacled serjient, one of the 
most deadly in India, called by the natives the 
niVg. 

Uomjxiiind, the land surrounding a bungalow. 

Com, a measure of distance, vaiying from one and 
a half to nearly three miles. 

Crure, one hundred lacs of rupees. A l.ac is equal 
to ten thousand pounds. 

Dai/hfjba, Buddhist altar; also a depository for 
relics. The Daghoba of Karli is a good speci¬ 
men of this kind of monument. 

IMk, the post; administration of relays. 

Dali, a •'.asket of fruit, fiow'crs, and vegetables. 

/Veil, God ; the term Mahadera, or Great God, is 
sjiecially applied to Hiva. 

Demin, principal minister of state. . 

Dhnhee, washerman. 

DhoUe, Hindisi clothing for the lower limbs. 

Durlnir, a court reception, in full dress. 
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Dtmmzn, a door. 

Ihirzi, a tailor. 

Faheer, religious mendieant, usually Mahometan. 
Pcritsh, domestic and travelling servant. 

Oadi, throne. Raised seat reserved for princes. 
(iaum, a village. 

(I'hari, a carriage. Ddk-yhari, post-chaise ; Ay- 
yimri, locomotive, 
clarified butter. 

(lliir, yliiri, yhvr, a mountain or fortress. 

OluU, a quay, a flight of steps going down to water, 
also a’steep mountain side. 

Gosmim, religious Iwgg.irs. 

Ghur, house or resilience. 

Gurrha, water-vessel of earthenware. 
llaiiutl, domestic servant, bearer. 

//ankh, a “ drive ” for barge game. 

//oHtli, a watehing-jilnee for game. 

J/tiuiuG, a bill of e.vehaiige, letter of credit. 

JfntiMi, wrestling. 

llowilah, a seat used for riding elephants. 
linlkara, a messenger, generally in livery. 

Jaim, a sect of Hindoos. 

Jemadar, native military officer, or chief of ser¬ 
vants. 

Jliaycer, hereditary estate. 

Jlied, a swamp. 

Jowar, grain ; this plant often attains eight feet in 
height. 

Juny/e, uncultivated ground, forest. 

K(dthn, a reed used for making |H.'ns. 
h’lhttdar, a minister, or accredited agent. 

Kanyra, a rampart. 
h'/iamU, the walls of a tent. 

K/unimmafi, major-domo, ))urveyor. 

Khvreeta, official letter, often of introduction. 
Kiladar, commandant of a fortress. 

Kitlar, a bayonet-shaped dagger. 

KHtnd, chief of local police. 

Kom'cc, a small white shell, used as money amongst 
the jsiorcst people. 

Krishnayat, worshippers of Krishna. 

Kshatrym, Hindoos of the warrior caste. 

KiiUlmrij, office. 

/.«(', equal to ten thousand pounds. 

Lanyour, the largest monkey in tho centre and 
west of India. 
l.any<iuti, loin-cloth. 

Lneenr, servant in charge of tents. 
lAt, monolithic column. 

Linyrnn, mystic emblem of Siva. 

Lota, copjier or brass vcssid used for washing, cook¬ 
ing, and many Jiurposes. 

Maha, used in composition, signifying “ great.” 
Muhid, a |iatuce. 

Mahout, elephant driver. 

Ma/niul, chief priest. 

Ma'iddn, a plain. 

MtSa, a fair. 


] Mohr, gold coin, worth atarut thirty-five shillings, 
but rarely in circulation. 

MooHah, Mahometan priest. 

Moonehee, inter])reter, teacher of languages. 
MnkMm^ halting-place. 

Mnudil, turban. 

Miindir, temple. 

Mmjid, mosipie. 

Mumud, throne. 

NaMraa, gigantic drums. 

Ktodch, a dance jmrformcd by girls. 

Aaiitehni, female dancer. 

A’awdb, Mahometan chieftain. 

Ntm, a forest-tree, common all over India; the 
leaves are used medicinally. J 

Nudder, a river. , ^ < F 

Nv/lah, a small stream, often dry in suniinei' and 
becoming a torrent in the rains. 

A’a tribufc, or olfering. 

I’dduhah, emiKiror. 

J’all'i, palam|iiin. 

]’ehi, the leaf, which encloses tho betel-nut, useil at 
all durbars and ci'remonies. 
i VdnsojHxri, the leaf which is from a creejier, and 3s 
aromatic, and the Iwtel nut with some condiments 
ill combination. 

I'utd, head of village. 

I'lqml, sacred fig-tree. 

Peer, Mahometan s.aint. 

1‘t/ilwih), athlete, wrestler. 

Prim, copper money ; four pice make one anna. 
Prishuah, head of the Mahratta dynasty. 

Pic, the smallest copper coin. 

Poor, used in combination with other words as a 
terminal, signifying town: Omhypoerr, Jryjioor, 
and many hundreds of others. 

Pundit, a learned man. 

i Purdah, a curtain. A word generally used with 
I reference to tho women’s apartments. 

I Parwtina, firmiini imperative order. 

I JtaU, prince. 

I Uaj, kingdom, territory. 

Rajah., king or sovereign. 

liana, the same ; but this title is not e<(uivalent to 
that of rajah in all cases. 

Itaurc, queen. 

Rao, usually a title pertaining to royalty. 

Hitjicr, the Government coinage, value about two 
shillings ; there arc, however, rupees from native 
mints also of various values. 

{ Ruutnd, snpjilies on a march at halting-places. 

: Rutt, a covered carriage, drawn by a pair of bullocks, 
! commonly used by women. 

! fiedtih, sir, gentleman. 

»SVi(rag: worshippers of Siva. 

Pataam, oidutition, ceremonial bow. 

Pdinhur, the largest stag of the centre and west of 
India 

Peini, riding dromedary. 




•VOCABULARY OR 

SAniKnUah, keeper of riding dromedaries. 

SdpiaiVah, snako-channer. 

»SVtm, women’s garment universally worn in civi¬ 
lised parts of India. 

aliiyram, an oblong close carriage, to carry four 
jtorsons. 

Shikaree, native hunter or l)eatcr. 

SheeaJie, one of tho two principal religious divisions 
of the Mahometan religion. The Shoeahs reject 
Omar, and recognise Houssein and Ali. 

Sin;/, lion—a title frequently added to the names of 
Itajpoots and 8ikhs. 

Sirda,, noble. S 

Sirkar, the state. ^ 

Sirk^re, belonging to Ijie sbitc. 

gold-thread embri.idery used for turbans. 

SiHtJl^^hnt; of the two principal religious divisions 
th<! Malioniotnn religion, ’i’bey recogniso 
ir' Oioar, in conti adistinetion to the Sheeahs. 
g«)vt rnor o. :i. province. 
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• 

Samiras, Hindoos of the artisan class, agriculturists. 
Smrar, horseman, usually a soldier. 

Soirnri, a procession, chiefly mounted. 

Syce, horsekeoper, groom. 

Sj/ud, Mahometan, descended from the Prophet. 
Tnl, talao, lake. 

Thaknnr, Rajp<M>t chief. 

Thaunadar, chief of a fortified place. 

Tirtlnuthtr, Jain philosopher. 

To/iiii, violent storm, cyclone. 

TSpe, Bjvcred building, also a ])iece of ordnance. 
7'iipee, hat, head-dress. . 

7'idwar, curved sword. 

7'uiiuislia, representation, spectacle. 

Vaichyns, merchant class. 

Va'ishnavas, worshippers of Vishnu. 

Vakeel, accredited agent. 

Viluira, Buddhist religious establishment. 
Zemindar, hereditary ovseupier of the soil 
Zenana, apartments of ladies of rank. 


THE END. 
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